
IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF INDIANA

INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION

)
In re: )

)
USA GYMNASTICS, ) Case No. 18-09108-RLM-11

)
Debtor. )
  )
USA GYMNASTICS, )

)

Chapter 11

Plaintiff, )
v. ) Adv. Case No. 19-50012

)
ACE AMERICAN INSURANCE )
COMPANY f/k/a CIGNA INSURANCE )
COMPANY, GREAT AMERICAN )
ASSURANCE COMPANY, LIBERTY )
INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS INC., )
NATIONAL CASUALTY COMPANY, )
RSUI INDEMNITY COMPANY, TIG )
INSURANCE COMPANY, VIRGINIA )
SURETY COMPANY, INC. f/k/a )
COMBINED SPECIALTY INSURANCE )
COMPANY, WESTERN WORLD )
INSURANCE COMPANY, ENDURANCE )
AMERICAN INSURANCE COMPANY, )
AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL GROUP, )
INC., AMERICAN HOME ASSURANCE )
COMPANY, AND DOE INSURERS, )

)
Defendants. )

)

DECLARATION OF NANCY D. ADAMS, ESQ.
IN OPPOSITION TO MOTION FOR PARTIAL SUMMARY JUDGMENT OF

USA GYMNASTICS AND IN SUPPORT OF THE CROSS-MOTION FOR SUMMARY
JUDGMENT OF DEFENDANT LIBERTY INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS INC.
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I, Nancy D. Adams, declare as follows:

1. I am counsel for Defendant Liberty Insurance Underwriters in the above action. I
am a member of the law firm Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C.

2. This Declaration is submitted in support of the Memorandum of Law in
Opposition to Motion for Partial Summary Judgment of USA Gymnastics and
in Support of the Cross-Motion for Summary Judgment of Defendant Liberty
Insurance Underwriters Inc.

3. Attached hereto as Exhibit 1 is a copy of the November 9, 2018 Complaint and
Jury Demand filed in the action titled Jane N Doe v. Michigan State University, et
al., Case No. 18-cv-01258, U.S. District Court for the Western District of Michigan.

4. Attached hereto as Exhibit 2 is a copy of the April 3, 2018 Complaint and Jury
Demand filed in the action titled Jane Doe 04 v. Michigan State University, et al.,
Case No. 18-cv-00377, U.S. District Court for the Western District of Michigan.

5. Attached hereto as Exhibit 3 is a copy of the November 22, 2017 Plea Agreement
in the action titled People of the State of Michigan v. Lawrence Gerard Nassar,
Case No. 17-000526-FC, in the 30th Judicial Circuit Court for Ingham County,
Michigan.

6. Attached hereto as Exhibit 4 is a copy of the November 29, 2017 Plea Agreement
filed in the action titled People of the State of Michigan v. Lawrence Gerard
Nassar, Case No. 17-020217-FC, in the 56th Judicial Circuit Court for Eaton
County, Michigan.

7. Attached hereto as Exhibit 5 is a copy of the transcript of the November 22, 2017
Plea Hearing held in the action titled People of the State of Michigan v. Lawrence
Gerard Nassar, Case No. 17-000526-FC, in the 30th Judicial Circuit Court for
Ingham County, Michigan.

8. Attached hereto as Exhibit 6 is a copy of the transcript of the November 29, 2017
Plea Hearing held in the action titled People of the State of Michigan v. Lawrence
Gerard Nassar, Case No. 17-020217-FC, in the 56th Judicial Circuit Court for
Eaton County, Michigan.

9. Attached hereto as Exhibit 7 is a copy of the docket for the action titled People of
the State of Michigan v. Lawrence Gerard Nassar, Case No. 17-000526-FC, in
the 30th Judicial Circuit Court for Ingham County, Michigan.

10. Attached hereto as Exhibit 8 is a copy of the docket for the action titled People of
the State of Michigan v. Lawrence Gerard Nassar, Case No. 17-020217-FC, in
the 56'1' Judicial Circuit Court for Eaton County, Michigan.
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11. Attached hereto as Exhibit 9 is a copy of an article dated February 10, 2018 titled
Larry Nassau transferred to federal prison in Arizona by Ralph Ellis, retrieved
from www.cnn.com.

12. Attached hereto as Exhibit 10 is a copy of the document titled "Schedule A:
Nassar Athlete Lawsuits."

13. Attached hereto as Exhibit 11 is a copy of the document titled "Schedule B:
Revocation Lawsuits."

14. Attached hereto as Exhibit 12 is a copy of the document titled "Schedule C:
Investigations."

15. Attached hereto as Exhibit 13 is a copy of the document titled "Schedule D: Non-
Nassar Lawsuits."

16. Attached hereto as Exhibit 14 is a copy of the document titled "Schedule E:
Ancillary Matters."

17. Attached hereto as Exhibit 15 is a copy of the April 25, 2018 Notice of Removal
and Complaint for Damages filed in the action titled Jane PCNE Doe et al. v.
USA Gymnastics et al., Case No. 2:18-cv-3464, U.S. District Court for the Central
District of California.

18. Attached hereto as Exhibit 16 is a copy of the April 20, 2018 Original Petition for
Declaratory Judgment and Damages filed in the action titled BMK Training
Facilities, Ltd. et al. v. United States Olympic Committee et al., Cause No.
1828723, in the 278th Judicial District Court for Walker County, Texas.

19. Attached hereto as Exhibit 17 is a copy of the November 2, 2018 First Amended
Complaint for Damages and Demand for Jury Trial filed in the action titled All
Olympia Gymnastic Center Inc., et al. v. Lawrence Nassar, et al., Case No.
18STCV02484, in Los Angeles Superior Court, California.

20. Attached hereto as Exhibit 18 is a copy of the July 19, 2018 Petition filed in the
action titled Ashley Davis et al. v. Edward Gerald Spinelli et al., Case No. CJ-
2018-3900, in the District Court of Oklahoma County, Oklahoma.

21. Attached hereto as Exhibit 19 is a copy of the June 20, 2018 Class Action
Complaint and Jury Demand filed in the action titled Marcia Frederick v. Richard
Carlson et al., Case No. 1:18-cv-11299, U.S. District Court for the District of
Massachusetts.

22. Attached hereto as Exhibit 20 is a copy of the February 9, 2018 Complaint and
Request for Jury Trial filed in the action titled Mihael Anton v. USA Gymnastics,
Cause No. 49D02-1802-PL-005398, in Marion Superior Court, Indiana.
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23. Attached hereto as Exhibit 21 is a copy of the October 1, 2018 Verified Petition
filed in the action titled Richard Carlson v. USA Gymnastics, Index No.
613294/2018, in the Supreme Court of the State of New York, Nassau County.

24. Attached hereto as Exhibit 22 is a copy of the July 5, 2018 Complaint:
Defamation by Implication filed in the action titled William 0. West v. USA
Gymnastics, Case No. 8:18-cv-01616-CEH-JSS, U.S. District Court for the
Middle District of Florida, Tampa Division.

25. Attached hereto as Exhibit 23 is a copy of the November 21, 2018 Original
Petition for Declaratory Judgment and Application for Temporary Restraining
Order and Temporary Injunction filed in the action titled Efrain Gonzalez Jr. v.
USA Gymnastics, Inc., Cause No. 2018-83861, in the 127th Judicial District Court
for Harris County, Texas.

26. Attached hereto as Exhibit 24 is a copy of emails sent by Tonya Bond, Esq. dated
July 24, 2018 and August 21, 2018.

27. Attached hereto as Exhibit 25 is a copy of the September 27, 2018 Complaint and
Jury Demand filed in the action titled Jane Doe 05 v. USA Gymnastics Inc. et al.,
Case No. 1:18-cv-01124, U.S. District Court for the Western District of Michigan.

28. Attached hereto as Exhibit 26 is a copy of the November 19, 2018 Complaint and
Demand for Jury Trial filed in the action titled Dickman v. Michigan State Univ.
et al., Case No. 1:18-cv-1296, U.S. District Court for the Western District of
Michigan.

29. Attached hereto as Exhibit 27 is a copy of the September 27, 2018 Complaint and
Jury Demand filed in the action titled Jane Doe 02 v. USA Gymnastics Inc. et al.,
Case No. 1:18-cv-01121, U.S. District Court for the Western District of Michigan.

30. Attached hereto as Exhibit 28 is a copy of the October 15, 2018 Complaint and
Jury Demand filed in the action titled Jane BR 1 Doe et al. v. Michigan State
Univ., et al., Case No. 18-cv-01169, U.S. District Court for the Western District
of Michigan.

31. Attached hereto as Exhibit 29 is a copy of the February 17, 2018 Complaint and
Jury Demand filed in the action titled Katherine Gordon v. Michigan State
University et al., Case No. 18-cv-00l 72, U.S. District Court for the Western
District of Michigan.

15. Attached hereto as Exhibit 30 is a copy of the transcript of the January 24,
2018 Sentencing Hearing held in the action titled People of the State of
Michigan v. Lawrence Gerard Nassar, Case No. 17-000526-FC, in the 30th
Judicial Circuit Court for Ingham County, Michigan.

Case 19-50012    Doc 134    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 4 of 5



32. Attached hereto as Exhibit 31 is a copy of the transcript in the February 2, 2018
Sentencing Hearing held in the action titled People of the State of Michigan v.
Lawrence Gerard Nassar, Case No. 17-020217-FC, in the 56th Judicial Circuit
Court for Eaton County, Michigan (Volume II of III).

33. Attached hereto as Exhibit 32 is a copy of the transcript in the January 22, 2018
Sentencing Hearing held in the action titled People of the State of Michigan v.
Lawrence Gerard Nassar, Case No. 17-000526-FC, in the 30th Judicial Circuit
Court for Ingham County, Michigan.

34. Attached hereto as Exhibit 33 is a copy of the March 1, 2019 Complaint for
Damages filed in the action titled John Doe and Jane Doe v. USA Gymnastics,
Inc., Cause No. 49D07-1903-CT-008601, Marion County Superior Court,
Indiana.

I declare, under the pains and penalties of perjury, that the statements above are true
and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Executed this  i  day of April, 2019.

t>. 
Nand D. Adams

86155008
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN 

SOUTHERN DIVISION 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

JANE N. DOE, a minor, by Next Friend, 

JOHN N. DOE, 

 

 Plaintiff,      Case No.1:18-cv-1258 

 

vs.        HON. GORDON J. QUIST 

 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY; THE BOARD  

OF TRUSTEES OF MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY;  

LAWRENCE GERARD NASSAR (individually);  

WILLIAM D. STRAMPEL (individually);  

JEFFREY R. KOVAN (individually);  

DOUGLAS DIETZEL (individually);  

GARY STOLLAK (individually);  

DESTINY TEACHNOR-HAUK (individually);  

KATHIE KLAGES (individually);  

USA GYMNASTICS, INC.; TWISTARS USA, INC.  

d/b/a GEDDERTS’ TWISTARS GYMNASTICS 

CLUB USA, 

 

Defendants. 

_____________________________________________/ 

 

THOMAS R. BEHM (P40073) 

Attorney for Plaintiff 

Gruel Mills Nims & Pylman PLLC 

99 Monroe Avenue, N.W., Suite 800 

Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

(616) 235-5500 

 

_____________________________________________/ 

 

 

COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 
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COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

 

NOW COMES Plaintiff, by and through her attorneys, Gruel Mills Nims & Pylman, 

PLLC, and for her Complaint states:  

I. PRELIMINARY STATEMENT AND INTRODUCTION 

  

1. Plaintiff1, seeks monetary relief for injuries sustained as a result of the acts, 

conduct, and omissions of Lawrence G. Nassar, Michigan State University (“MSU”), Board of 

Trustees of Michigan State University (“MSU Trustees”), William D. Strampel, Jeffrey R. 

Kovan, Douglas Dietzel, Gary Stollak, Kathie Klages, Destiny Teachnor-Hauk, USA 

Gymnastics (“USAG”), and Twistars USA, Inc. (“Twistars”), and their respective employees, 

representatives, and agents, relating to sexual assault, abuse, molestation, and nonconsensual 

sexual touching and harassment by Defendant Nassar. 

2. Defendant Nassar came highly recommended to Plaintiff as a renowned 

orthopedic sports medicine physician, purportedly well-respected in the sports medicine 

community, specifically in the gymnastics community as USAG’s National Medical Director and 

National Team Physician. 

3. Plaintiff and her parents had no reason to suspect Defendant Nassar was anything 

other than a competent and ethical physician. 

4. From approximately 1996 to 2016 Defendant Nassar worked for Michigan State 

University in various positions and capacities. 

5.  From 1986 to approximately 2015 Defendant Nassar also worked for USA 

Gymnastics in various positions and capacities. 

                                                           
1Plaintiff intends to seek an Order from this Court for permission to proceed by a pseudonym so she is able to 

proceed anonymously.   
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6. For over 20 years, defendant Nassar had unfettered access to young female 

athletes through the Sports Medicine Clinic at Defendant MSU, and through his involvement 

with Defendant USAG and Defendant Twistars, who referred athletes to his care. 

7. In or around 1997 and/or 1998, plaintiff Larissa Boyce2 reported to Defendant 

Klages concerns regarding Defendant Nassar’s conduct and “treatment.” 

8. Defendant Klages dissuaded plaintiff Boyce from completing a formal report and 

warned Boyce that the report would have serious consequences for both Plaintiff Boyce and 

Defendant Nassar. 

9. Around that same time, plaintiff Jane B8 Doe3 was questioned by Defendant 

Klages regarding Nassar’s “treatment” and plaintiff Jane B8 Doe affirmatively confirmed she 

had also been sexually assaulted and abused. 

10. Defendant Klages told plaintiff Jane B8 Doe there was no reason to bring up or 

otherwise report Defendant Nassar’s conduct. 

11. In 1999, Christie Achenbach4, a MSU student athlete, reported to trainers and her 

coach who were employees of MSU concerns about Defendant Nassar’s conduct and 

“treatment,” yet MSU failed to take any action in response to her complaints. 

12. In 2000, Tiffany Thomas Lopez (formerly Jane T.T. Doe), another MSU student 

athlete reported to trainers concerns about Defendant Nassar’s conduct and “treatment,” yet 

again MSU failed to take any action in response to her complaints. 

                                                           
2 Plaintiff Boyce is a Plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-222. 
 
3 Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe is a Plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-222. 

 
4 Plaintiff Achenbach is a Plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-29. 

 

Case 1:18-cv-01258   ECF No. 1 filed 11/09/18   PageID.5   Page 5 of 119Case 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 6 of 304



 

3 
 

13. Many plaintiffs5 were seen alone with only Defendant Nassar in a room, without 

chaperones. 

14. Because Defendant MSU took no action to investigate the 1997/1998, 1999 or 

2000 complaints and took no corrective action, from 2000 to 2016, several plaintiffs, many of 

whom were minors, were also sexually assaulted, abused, and molested by Defendant Nassar by 

nonconsensual vaginal and anal digital penetration, nonconsensual sexual touching of their 

vaginal area without the use of gloves or lubricant and by nonconsensual touching and groping 

of their breasts. 

15. While most victims were assaulted at Defendant MSU’s Sports Medicine Clinic, 

Plaintiffs were also assaulted at Defendant USAG sanctioned events, and Defendant Twistars. 

16. The ages of the plaintiffs assaulted from 2000 to 2016 ranged from approximately 

8 to 29 years old. 

17. Additional complaints regarding Defendant Nassar’s conduct surfaced in 2014. 

Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe6 reported she had an appointment with Defendant Nassar to address hip 

pain and was sexually abused and molested by Defendant Nassar when he cupped her buttocks, 

massaged her breast and vaginal area, and became sexually aroused.7 

18. Upon information and belief, Defendant MSU investigated the 2014 complaints 

through their Office of Inclusion and Intercultural Initiatives (“I3”). 

                                                           
5 Reference to plaintiffs (plural) include plaintiffs in W.D. Mich. Case Nos. 1:17-cv-29 and 1:18-cv-172 as well as 

1:17-cv-222, 1:17-cv-244, 1:17-cv-254, 1:17-cv-257, 1:17-cv-288, 1:17-cv-349, 1:17-cv-676, 1:17-cv-684. 

 
6 Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe is a plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-254. 

 
7 See, At MSU: Assault, harassment and secrecy. Matt Mencarini, December 15, 2016. Available at, 

http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2016/12/15/michigan-state-sexual-assault-harassment-larry-

nassar/94993582/. Last accessed May 16, 2018. 
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19. Three months after initiating the investigation, in July 2014, the victim’s 

complaints were dismissed and Defendant MSU issued a report to plaintiff Jane D1 Doe with 

conclusions which stated: 

a. Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe didn’t understand the “nuanced 

difference” between sexual assault and an appropriate 

medical procedure; and  

 

b. Defendant Nassar’s conduct was “medically appropriate” 

and “Not of a sexual nature.”8 

 

20. Unbeknownst to plaintiff Jane D1 Doe, a second report was issued by Defendant 

MSU regarding plaintiff Jane D1 Doe’s complaints with an entirely different conclusion section 

which stated:  

We cannot find that the conduct was of a sexual nature. Thus, it 

did not violate the Sexual Harassment Policy. However, we find 

the claim helpful in that it brought to light some significant 

problems that the practice will want to address. 

 

We find that whether medically sound or not, the failure to 

adequately explain procedures such as these invasive, sensitive 

procedures, is opening the practice up to liability and is exposing 

patients to unnecessary trauma based on the possibility of 

perceived inappropriate sexual misconduct. In addition, we find 

that the failure to obtain consent from patients prior to the 

procedure is likewise exposing the practice to liability. If 

procedures can be performed skin-on-skin or over clothes in the 

breast or pelvic floor area, it would seem patients should have the 

choice between the two. Having a resident, nurse or someone in 

room during a sensitive procedure protects doctors and provides 

patients with peace of mind. If “touching is what DO’s do” and 

that is not commonly known, perhaps the practice will want to 

consider a disclaimer or information sheet with that information 

provided to the patient up front.  

 

Finally, we believe the practice should consider whether its 

procedure for intake of complaints about physicians’ behavior is 

adequate. [plaintiff Jane D1 Doe] claims she tried to file a 

complaint with the front desk receptionist, telling her that she was 

                                                           
8 Id. 
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cancelling her appointment because she felt “violated.” Whether 

this triggers a reporting protocol should be examined by the 

practice.9 

  

21. Following the MSU investigation, upon information and belief, Defendant Nassar 

became subject to new institutional guidelines as follows:  

a. “We will have another person, (resident, nurse, etc) in the 

room whenever we are approaching a patient to preform 

[sic] procedures of anything close to a sensitive area.” 

  

b. “The procedure which caused [plaintiff Jane D1 Doe] 

emotional distress because of her interpretation will be 

modified in the future to be sure there is little to no skin to 

skin contact when in these regions. Should this be 

absolutely necessary, the procedure will be explained in 

detail with another person in the room for both the 

explanation and the procedure.” 

 

c. “New people in our practice will be oriented to be sure they 

understand these requirements.”10 

 

22. The guidelines were issued by Defendant Strampel to Defendant Nassar on or 

around July 30, 2014.  

23. After issuing the guidelines to Defendant Nassar, Defendant Strampel failed to 

ensure Defendant Nassar was adhering to the guidelines listed above. 

24. In an interview with Defendant Strampel on or around March 14, 2017, Defendant 

Strampel told investigators he did not see the need to follow up with Nassar to ensure that he was 

complying with the guidelines.11 

                                                           
9 See, MSU hid full conclusions of 2014 Nassar report from victim, Matt Mencarini, Lansing State Journal, Jan. 26, 

2018, available at, https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2018/01/26/michigan-state-larry-nassar-

title-ix/1069493001/. Last accessed, May 16, 2018. 
 
10 Id. 
 
11 See, MSU let Larry Nassar see patients for 16 months during criminal sex assault investigation, Matt Mencarini, 

Lansing State Journal, December 20, 2017, available at 

https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2017/12/19/michigan-state-larry-nassar/964034001/, Last 

accessed May 16, 2018.  See also, Nassar continued to work during MSU police investigation, victims say assaults 
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25. New employees at Defendant MSU’s Sports Medicine Clinic were not oriented 

regarding the guidelines listed above.12 

26. Consequently, Defendant Nassar continued to treat patients alone. 

27. Defendant Nassar continued to perform the “procedure” without gloves. 

28. Defendant Nassar did not modify the “procedure” to limit skin-to-skin contact. 

29. Following the investigation, between approximately 2014 and 2016, dozens of 

plaintiffs were sexually assaulted by Defendant Nassar.13 

30. Through his position with Defendant MSU, his notoriety, and support by 

Defendants USAG and Twistars, Defendant Nassar used his position of authority as a medical 

professional to abuse Plaintiffs without any reasonable supervision by Defendants MSU or 

USAG. 

31. Defendant Nassar carried out these acts without fully explaining the “treatment” 

or obtaining consent from Plaintiffs or their parents. 

32. All of Defendant Nassar’s acts were conducted under the guise of providing 

medical care at his office at Defendant MSU, at Defendant Twistars, or at Defendant USAG 

sanctioned events. 

                                                           
continued, Kate Wells, December 20, 2017, available at http://michiganradio.org/post/nassar-continued-work-

during-msu-police-investigation-victims-say-assaults-continued.  Last accessed May 16, 2018. 
 
12 See e.g., Witness: MSU knew Nassar asked her to leave girl’s exam, Kim Kozlowski, December 21, 2017, 

available at http://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/michigan/2017/12/21/msu-nassar-scandal-witness-claims-

retribution/108800992/. Last accessed May 16, 2018. 
 
13 See, As F.B.I. Took a Year to Pursue the Nassar Case, Dozens Say They Were Molested, Dan Berry, Serge F. 

Kovaleski, and Juliet Macur, February 3, 2018, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/03/sports/nassar-

fbi.html (reporting at least 40 victims were assaulted, abused, and molested between approximately July 2015 and 

September 2016). Last accessed May 16, 2018. 
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33. The failure to give proper notice or to obtain consent for the purported 

“treatment” from Plaintiffs or their parents robbed them of their opportunity to reject the 

“treatment.” 

34. Defendant Nassar used his position of trust and confidence in an abusive manner 

causing Plaintiffs to suffer a variety of injuries including shock, humiliation, emotional distress 

and related physical manifestations thereof, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, and 

loss of enjoyment of life. 

35. In September 2016, a story was published regarding a complaint filed with 

Defendant MSU’s Police Department titled “Former USA Gymnastics doctor accused of Abuse,” 

which included plaintiff Rachael Denhollander’s allegations against Defendant Nassar.14  

36. Following the September 2016 publication, other victims began coming forward 

after recognizing that they were victims of sexual abuse at a time when most of them were 

minors.  

37. In the summer of 2015, Defendant USAG relieved Defendant Nassar of his duties 

after becoming directly aware of concerns about his actions, yet Defendant USAG failed to 

inform its member athletes with whom it shared a fiduciary relationship and Defendant MSU of 

the circumstances regarding his dismissal.  

38. As early as 1997 or 1998, representatives of Defendant MSU were made aware of 

Defendant Nassar’s conduct, yet failed to appropriately respond to such allegations, resulting in 

the sexual assault, abuse, and molestation of Plaintiffs through approximately 2016.  

39. Defendant MSU’s deliberate indifference before, during, and after the sexual 

assault, abuse, and molestation of Plaintiffs was in violation of Title IX of the Education 

                                                           
14 Plaintiff Denhollander is a plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-29. 
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Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C. §1681 et seq., 42 U.S. C. §1983, the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act §1557, 42. U.S.C. §18116, as well as other Federal and State laws.  

40. The MSU Defendants, as well as Defendant USAG, and Defendant Twistars’ 

failure to properly supervise Defendant Nassar and their negligence in retaining Defendant 

Nassar was in breach of their fiduciary duties to Plaintiffs with whom they had a special 

relationship, and in violation of Michigan common law.  

41. In late November 2016, Defendant Nassar was arrested and charged in Ingham 

County, Michigan on three charges of first-degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 

13.15  

42. In mid-December 2016, Defendant Nassar was indicted, arrested and charged in 

Federal Court in Grand Rapids, Michigan on charges of possession of child pornography and 

receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography.  

43. On February 7, 2017, an additional count was added to Defendant Nassar’s 

Federal charges for destruction and concealment of records and tangible objects as Defendant 

Nassar “caused a third party vendor to permanently delete and destroy all images, records, 

documents, and drives contained on the hard drive of a laptop computer, and [Defendant Nassar] 

threw in the trash a number of external hard drives” while under investigation for “his possession 

of child pornography, his receipt and attempted receipt of child pornography, and his sexual 

exploitation and attempted sexual exploitation of children.”16  

44. On February 22, 2017, Defendant Nassar was arraigned on 22 counts of first-

degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13 years old, and 14 counts of third-degree 

                                                           
15 State of Michigan, Ingham County Circuit Court Case No. 1603031. 
 
16 W.D. Mich. 1:16-cr-242, ECF 16, PageID.88. 
 

Case 1:18-cv-01258   ECF No. 1 filed 11/09/18   PageID.11   Page 11 of 119Case 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 12 of 304



 

9 
 

criminal sexual conduct with a person under the age of 13 in Ingham County, Michigan17 and 

Eaton County, Michigan.18  Plaintiff Denhollander is among the victims identified in the most 

recent state criminal charges.19  

45. On July 10, 2017, Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty to the federal charges of child 

pornography, receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography, and destruction and concealment of 

records and tangible objects.20  

46. On November 22, 2017, Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty to 7 counts of first-

degree criminal sexual conduct in Ingham County Michigan.  

47. On November 29, 2017, Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty to 3 counts of first 

degree criminal sexual conduct in Eaton County Michigan.  

48. On December 7, 2017, Defendant Nassar was sentenced to serve 720 months (60 

years) in prison for the Federal child pornography charges.  

49. From January 16, 2018 to January 24, 2018, a sentencing hearing was held in 

Ingham County, Michigan for the 7 counts of first-degree criminal sexual conduct to which 

Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty.  

50. Dozens of plaintiffs provided victim impact statements at the hearing and some of 

the plaintiffs chose to publicly identify themselves at the sentencing hearing.  

                                                           
17 State v. Nassar, Ingham County District Court Case No. 17-00425, see also, 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ag/Nassar_affidavit_Ingham_County_charges_Feb._2017_552531_7.pdf 
 
18 State v. Nassar, Eaton County District Court Case No. 17-0318, see also, 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ag/Nassar_affidavit_Eaton_County_charges_Feb._2017_552536_7.pdf 
 
19 Although the sexual assault victims are not identified by name in the affidavits hyperlinked above, plaintiff 

Denhollander has publicly identified herself as one of the victims. See, “Victim C” in Michigan State Dr. Larry 

Nassar case, available at http://www.mlive.com/news/index.ssf/2017/02/victim_c_in_michigan_state_dr.html, last 

accessed May 16, 2018. 
 
20 1:16-cr-00242, Page ID.114, 119. 
 

Case 1:18-cv-01258   ECF No. 1 filed 11/09/18   PageID.12   Page 12 of 119Case 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 13 of 304



 

10 
 

51. On January 24, 2018, Defendant Nassar was sentenced to serve 40 to 175 years in 

prison for the Ingham County charges.  

52. From January 31, 2018 to February 5, 2018, a sentencing hearing was held in 

Eaton County, Michigan for the 3 counts of first degree criminal sexual conduct to which 

Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty.  

53. Dozens of plaintiffs provided victim impact statements at the hearing and some of 

the Plaintiffs chose to publicly identify themselves at the sentencing hearing.  

54. On February 5, 2018, Defendant Nassar was sentenced to serve 40 to 125 years in 

prison for the Eaton County charges.  

55. Ultimately the acts, conduct, and omissions of the MSU Defendants, Defendants 

USAG and Twistars, severely compromised the safety and health of Plaintiffs and an unknown 

number of individuals, and has resulted in repeated instances of sexual assault, abuse, and 

molestation of Plaintiffs by Defendant Nassar, which have been devastating for Plaintiffs and 

their families.  

56. This action arises from Defendants’ blatant disregard for Plaintiffs’ federal and 

state rights, and Defendants’ deliberate indifference and unreasonable response to complaints of 

sexual assault, abuse, and molestation involving Defendant Nassar.  

 

II. JURISDICTION AND VENUE  

 

57. This action is brought pursuant to Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 

1972, 20 U.S.C. §1681, et seq., as more fully set forth herein.  

58. This action also seeks to secure relief for violations of rights guaranteed by the 

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act § 1557, 42 U.S.C. § 18116 (2012) (“Section 1557”).  
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59. Section 1557 of the Affordable Care Act prohibits discrimination in health care 

programs or activities, “any part of which is receiving federal financial assistance, including 

credits, subsidies, or contracts of insurance, or under any program or activity that is administered 

by an Executive Agency” or any entity established under Title I of the Affordable Care Act or its 

amendments.  

60. This Court has original jurisdiction over Plaintiff’s claims arising under Section 

1557.  

61. This action further seeks to redress the deprivation of Plaintiff’s constitutional 

rights under the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 

§1983.  

62. Subject matter jurisdiction is founded upon 28 U.S.C. §1331 which gives district 

courts jurisdiction over all civil actions arising under the Constitution, laws, and treaties of the 

United States.  

63. Subject matter jurisdiction is also founded upon 28 U.S.C. §1343 which gives 

district courts original jurisdiction over any civil actions authorized by law to be brought by any 

person to redress the deprivation, under color of any state law, statute, ordinance, regulation, 

custom or usage, of any right, privilege or immunity secured by the Constitution of the United 

States or by any Act of Congress providing for equal rights of citizens or of all persons within 

the jurisdiction of the United States, and any civil action to recover damages or to secure 

equitable relief under any Act of Congress providing for the protection of civil rights.  

64. Plaintiff additionally invokes the supplemental jurisdiction of this Court, pursuant 

to 28 U.S.C. § 1367(a), to hear and decide claims arising under state law that are so related to the 
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claims within the original jurisdiction of this Court for the reason such state law claims are part 

of the same case or controversy.  

65. The claims are cognizable under the United States Constitution, 42 U.S.C. §1983, 

20 U.S.C. §1681 et seq., and under Michigan Law.  

66. The vast majority of events giving rise to this lawsuit occurred in the Southern 

Division of the Western District of Michigan.  

67. Venue is proper in the United States District Court for the Western District of 

Michigan, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391 (b)(2), in that this is the judicial district in which the 

events giving rise to the claim occurred.  

68. Because Defendant MSU is a public university organized and existing under the 

laws of the State of Michigan, Michigan statutory law requires a person to file a Notice of 

Intention to File Claim in order to maintain any action against the state, in satisfaction of M.C.L. 

§600.6431.  Plaintiff has filed a claim against MSU in the Court of Claims in satisfaction of the 

notice requirement of the statute. 

 

III.  THE PARTIES AND RELEVANT ENTITIES  

 

69. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

70. The name of Plaintiff has been withheld from this Complaint to protect her 

identity.21  

                                                           
21 Plaintiff will seek an Order of the Court regarding disclosure of Plaintiff’s identity and all conditions for 

disclosure. 
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71. Plaintiff Jane N. Doe is currently a minor female and a resident of Michigan.  

Plaintiff Jane N. Doe was a minor at the times she was sexually assaulted, abused, and molested 

by Defendant Nassar.  

72. Defendant Lawrence “Larry” Nassar, was a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine and 

was a citizen of Michigan at all relevant times. Upon information and belief, Defendant Nassar is 

an inmate in the custody of the Federal Bureau of Prisons.  

73. Defendant Michigan State University (hereinafter, “Defendant MSU”) was at all 

relevant times and continues to be a public university organized and existing under the laws of 

the State of Michigan.  

74. Defendant Michigan State University receives federal financial assistance and is 

therefore subject to Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C. §1681(a).  

75. Defendant The Board of Trustees of Michigan State University (hereinafter, 

“Defendant MSU Trustees”) is the governing body for Michigan State University.  

76. Defendant William D. Strampel, D.O. was the Dean of the College of Osteopathic 

Medicine at Michigan State University and served as Dean beginning in approximately April 

2002 and was Acting Dean between December 2001 and April 2002. Defendant Strampel 

resigned as Dean in or around December 2017.  

77. Defendant Jeffrey R. Kovan, D.O. is or was the Director of the MSU Sports 

Medicine Clinic at Michigan State University.  

78. Defendant Douglas Dietzel, D.O. is or was the Clinical Director of MSU Sports 

Medicine serving in that capacity since approximately 2004 and has also served as Team 

Orthopedic Surgeon for MSU Department of Intercollegiate Athletics.  
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79. Defendant Gary Stollak, Ph.D., is or was a Michigan State University clinical 

psychologist and Professor of Psychology.  

80. Defendant Kathie Klages is or was the Head Coach of Defendant MSU’s 

Gymnastics Team/Program and conducted classes and programs for children and young adults 

who were not members of the MSU Gymnastics Team/Program.  

81. Defendant Destiny Teachnor-Hauk is or was an athletic trainer for Defendant 

MSU for various sports including but not limited to softball, track and field, gymnastics, rowing, 

and volleyball.  

82. Defendants MSU and MSU Trustees are hereinafter collectively referred to as 

“the MSU Defendants.”  

83. Defendant United States of America Gymnastics (hereinafter “Defendant 

USAG”) was and continues to be an organization incorporated in Indiana, authorized to conduct 

business and conducting business throughout the United States, including but not limited to 

Michigan.  

84. Defendant Twistars USA, Inc. d/b/a Geddert’s Twistars Gymnastics Club USA 

(hereinafter, “Defendant Twistars”) was and continues to be an organization incorporated in 

Michigan. 

85. The Karolyi Ranch as referenced herein refers to a facility located in Huntsville, 

Texas also known as the USAG National Team Training Center and is believed to be 

incorporated in the State of Texas as Karolyi Training Camps, LLC; Karolyi World Gymnastics, 

Inc.; and/or Karolyi’s Elite.  

86. The amount in controversy exceeds the jurisdictional minimum of $75,000.  
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IV. COMMON FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS  

 

87. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

88. At all relevant times, Defendants Nassar, Strampel, Kovan, Dietzel, Stollak, 

Klages, and Teachnor-Hauk maintained offices at Defendant MSU in East Lansing, Michigan.  

89. At all relevant times, Defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, Nassar, Strampel, Kovan, 

Dietzel, Stollak, Klages, and Teachnor-Hauk were acting under color of law, to wit, under color 

of statutes, ordinances, regulations, policies, customs, and usages of the State of Michigan and/or 

Defendant MSU.  

90. At all relevant times, Defendant Strampel was the Dean of the College of 

Osteopathic Medicine under which Defendant Nassar worked as an Associate/Assistant 

Professor.  

91. At all relevant times Defendant Kovan was the Chair/Clinic Director of the MSU 

Sports Medicine Clinic under which Defendant Nassar worked as a Doctor of Osteopathic 

Medicine, and the Head Team Physician for MSU Athletics under which Defendant Nassar 

worked as Team Physician for the MSU Women’s Gymnastics Team.  

92. At all relevant times Defendant Dietzel was the Chair/Clinic Director for the 

MSU Sports Medicine Clinic under which Defendant Nassar worked as a Doctor of Osteopathic 

Medicine.  

93. At all relevant times, Defendant Stollak was employed by Defendant MSU as a 

Professor of Psychology and provided psychology services while employed by Defendant MSU. 
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94. Defendant Klages was head coach of the MSU Gymnastics Program and 

conducted classes and programs for minor children and young adults who were not MSU student 

athletes.  

95. Defendant Klages regularly referred MSU student athletes as well as young 

athletes who were not MSU students to Defendant Nassar for medical treatment.  

96. Defendant Teachnor-Hauk provided athletic training services to MSU student 

athletes.  

97. Defendant Teachnor-Hauk regularly referred MSU student athletes to Defendant 

Nassar for medical treatment.  

98. At all relevant times Defendants Nassar, Strampel, Kovan, Dietzel, Stollak, 

Klages, and Teachnor-Hauk were acting in the course and scope of their employment or agency 

with Defendant MSU.  

99. At all relevant times Defendants Nassar, Strampel, Kovan, Dietzel, Stollak, 

Klages, and Teachnor-Hauk had a special relationship and collegial affiliation with one another 

as co-employees for Defendant MSU and as fellow professionals.  

100. At all relevant times Defendant Nassar was acting in the scope of his employment 

or agency with Defendant USAG.  

101. At all relevant times Defendant Nassar was acting in the scope of his employment 

or agency with Defendant Twistars.  

102. Defendant Nassar graduated from Michigan State University with a Doctor of 

Osteopathic Medicine degree in approximately1993.  

103. Defendant Nassar was employed by and/or an agent of Defendant USAG from 

approximately 1986 to 2015, serving in various positions including but not limited to:  
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a. Certified Athletic Trainer; 

 

b. Osteopathic Physician;  

 

c. National Medical Director;  

 

d. National Team Physician, USA Gymnastics; and 

 

e. National Team Physician, USA Gymnastics Women’s 

Artistic Gymnastics National Team.  

 

104. As an employee and/or agent of Defendant USAG, Defendant Nassar served at 

USAG sponsored and sanctioned competitions and treated USAG members at his office at MSU 

and at Twistars.  

105. Defendant Nassar was employed by Defendant MSU from approximately 1996 to 

2016 in various positions including but not limited to:  

a. Assistant and/or Associate Professor, Defendant MSU’s 

Division of Sports Medicine, Department of Radiology, 

College of Osteopathic Medicine;  

 

b. Team Physician, Defendant MSU’s Men’s and Women’s 

Gymnastics Team;  

 

c. Team Physician, Defendant MSU’s Men’s and Women’s 

Track and Field Teams;  

 

d. Team Physician, Defendant MSU’s Men’s and Women’s 

Crew Team;  

 

e. Team Physician, Defendant MSU’s Intercollegiate 

Athletics;  

 

f. Medical Consultant, Defendant MSU’s Wharton Center for 

the Performing Arts; and  

 

g. Advisor, Student Osteopathic Association of Sports 

Medicine.  
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106. As an Assistant and/or Associate Professor for Defendant MSU Division of 

Sports Medicine, Defendant Nassar provided medical services for Defendant MSU’s Sports 

Medicine Clinic.  

107. For over twenty (20) years, Defendant MSU’s Sports Medicine Clinic has 

provided health care to MSU student athletes and others.22  

108. When the MSU Defendants operated the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic and 

provided medical services to Plaintiffs, they were acting as an arm of the State.  

109. The MSU Sports Medicine Clinic charged patients, including Plaintiffs, for the 

medical services she received.  

110. Charging Plaintiffs (and others) and billing insurance companies for medical 

services creates a fiduciary and special relationship between Plaintiffs and the MSU Defendants.  

111. The MSU Defendants charged fees comparable to specialists for the services 

provided at the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic.23 

112. The MSU Sports Medicine Clinic engaged in proprietary functions by entering 

into the business of providing medical services for the primary purpose of raising funds and 

making a profit for the MSU Defendants.  

113. The MSU Sports Medicine Clinic cannot be normally supported by taxes and 

fees.  

114. By seeking medical treatment and services from Defendant MSU’s Sports 

Medicine Clinic and from Defendant Nassar while in the course and scope of his employment, 

                                                           
22 See, “MSU SportsMedicine,” http://sportsmed.msu.edu/, last accessed, May 16, 2018. 
 
23 See, “MSU Sports Medicine, Patient Information,” http://sportsmed.msu.edu/patients.html, last accessed, May 16, 

2018. 
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agency, and/or representation with the MSU Defendants, a special, confidential, and fiduciary 

relationship existed between Plaintiffs, the MSU Defendants, and Defendant Nassar.  

115. As part of Defendant Nassar’s employment contract with Defendant MSU, he 

provided medical treatment to athletes affiliated with Defendants USAG and Twistars.  

116. In order to participate in Defendant USAG sanctioned events, it is necessary to be 

a USAG member.  

117. To obtain membership with Defendant USAG, an individual must pay dues.  

118. Similarly, in order for a gymnastics club to be considered a Defendant USAG 

member club, the gymnastics club must also pay dues, and if the member club seeks to hold a 

USAG sanctioned event at the club, the club must pay a fee.  

119. All those who seek to coach, judge, or participate in Defendant USAG sanctioned 

events must also pay a membership fee.  

120. The exchange of money for membership creates a fiduciary relationship and duty 

between Defendant USAG, their members/athletes, coaches, judges, and their clubs.  

121. Defendant USAG regularly recommended Defendant Nassar to its members as a 

reputable physician.  

122. Defendant Twistars is a gymnastics facility with which Defendant Nassar 

affiliated from its inception in or around 1996.  

123. John Geddert was the owner and operator of Defendant Twistars USA, Inc. d/b/a 

Geddert’s Twistars Gymnastics Club USA and served as the USA World and 2012 Olympic 

Women’s Gymnastics Team Head Coach.  

124. Defendant Twistars is a USAG member club and ostensible agent of Defendant 

USAG.  
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125. Defendant Twistars required its gymnasts, especially those with aspirations of 

competing, to become USAG members and pay membership fees to Defendant USAG.  

126. Geddert regularly recommended Defendant Nassar to members of Defendant 

Twistars as a reputable physician.  

127. Plaintiff relied on the recommendations of Geddert and Defendant USAG and 

sought treatment from Defendant Nassar.  

128. Defendant Nassar was a representative or agent of Defendant Twistars and 

performed treatment at its facility on a regular basis.  

129. Plaintiff had a physician-patient special relationship with Defendant Nassar when 

she treated with Defendant Nassar at Defendant Twistars in his capacity as a representative or 

agent of Twistars.  

130. Defendant Nassar regularly treated Plaintiff who participated in gymnastic events 

organized and held at Defendant Twistars’ facility.  

131. The relationship between Defendants USAG, Twistars, Nassar, and MSU was 

symbiotic in nature, in that the organizations enjoyed financial benefits from one another.  

132. The MSU Defendants received financial benefits from their relationships with 

Defendants Nassar, USAG, and Twistars including increased patients to the MSU Sports 

Medicine Clinic, increased billing, revenue, and profit for the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic, and 

national and international recognition, fame, and prestige.  

133. Defendant Nassar received financial benefits from his relationship with 

Defendants USAG, Twistars and the MSU Defendants including but not limited to increased 

patients at the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic, additional billing, revenue, and profit for the MSU 

Sports Medicine Clinic, and national and international recognition, fame, and prestige.  
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134. Defendant USAG received financial benefits from its relationship with 

Defendants Twistars, MSU, and Nassar, including but not limited to increased membership in its 

organization, increased or additional membership fees, and national and international 

recognition, fame, and prestige.  

135. Defendant Twistars received financial benefit from its relationship with 

Defendants USAG and Nassar including, but not limited to, increased membership in the gym, 

membership fees, and national and international fame, and prestige.  

136. For a period of time, Defendant Twistars displayed a photo of Defendant Nassar 

at its facility.  

137. As an agent of Defendant Twistars, Defendant Nassar regularly provided services 

and treatment to Defendant Twistars’ members and Defendant USAG’s members on Defendant 

Twistars’ premises, including Plaintiffs.  

138. Plaintiff had a special and fiduciary relationship with Defendant Twistars by 

virtue of being a paying participant at gymnastic events organized and held at Defendant 

Twistars’ facility. 

139. Plaintiff was often under the direct supervision and control of Defendant Twistars 

or its agents and was in fact in loco parentis with Defendant Twistars while competing and 

receiving “treatment” from Defendant Nassar.  

140. Oftentimes while competing in gymnastic events organized and held at Defendant 

Twistars’ facility, Plaintiff was away from her parents and under the complete care, custody, and 

control of Defendant Twistars.  
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141. As a physician of Osteopathic Medicine, Defendant Nassar’s medical care and 

treatment should have consisted largely of osteopathic adjustments and kinesiology treatment to 

patients, including students and student-athletes.  

142. Defendant Nassar is not and has never been a medical doctor of obstetrics or 

gynecology.  

143. Defendant Nassar is not and has never been trained or certified as a pelvic floor 

therapist.  

144. While employed by Defendants MSU, USAG, and Twistars, Defendant Nassar 

practiced medicine at Defendant MSU’s Sports Medicine Clinic, a facility at Defendant MSU.  

145. Defendant Nassar saw Plaintiffs at Defendant Twistars without the presence of a 

chaperone (e.g., parent, guardian, resident, nurse, etc.) and without approval from Plaintiff’s 

parents.  

146. The MSU Defendants, Defendants USAG and Twistars never trained, educated, 

or warned Plaintiff that the actions described above were warning signs for sexual abuse and 

sexual assault.  

147. Defendant MSU, through its Sports Medicine Clinic and Defendant Nassar, 

provided medical care and treatment to Plaintiff. who was a patient of Defendant Nassar.  

148. Plaintiff was a business invitee at the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic where she 

expected to receive medical care and treatment by Defendant Nassar, free from harm. 

149. During his employment, agency, and representation with the MSU Defendants, 

Defendant USAG, and Defendant Twistars, Defendant Nassar sexually assaulted, abused, and 

molested Plaintiff by engaging in nonconsensual sexual touching, assault, and harassment 

including, but not limited to, digital vaginal and anal penetration.  
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150. Defendant MSU is not immune from liability as it failed to warn Plaintiff of the 

known or foreseeable dangers regarding complaints related to Defendant Nassar as early as 1997 

and failed to train its employees, representatives, and agents about such dangers and to warn and 

protect Plaintiff from such dangers, and otherwise failed to supervise and train employees of the 

MSU Sports Medicine Clinic to act in a manner consistent with operating a reasonably prudent 

facility.  

151. To the best of Plaintiff’s knowledge, neither the MSU Defendants, nor 

Defendants USAG, or Twistars had or enforced a policy which required their patients and 

members to have the presence of a chaperone (e.g., parent, guardian, resident, nurse, etc.) when 

treating in a private or sensitive area.  

152. Collectively, Defendants’ failures as described above left Plaintiff vulnerable and 

susceptible to sexual assault and abuse.  

 

A. PLAINTIFF LARISSA BOYCE. 

153. In or around 1997 or 1998, plaintiff Larissa Boyce24 reported to Defendant Klages 

concerns regarding Defendant Nassar’s conduct and “treatment.”  

154. Defendant Klages dissuaded plaintiff Boyce from completing a formal report and 

warned Boyce that the report would have serious consequences for both plaintiff Boyce and 

Defendant Nassar.  

                                                           
24 Plaintiff Boyce is a plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-222. 
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B. PLAINTIFF JANE B8 DOE. 

155. Around that same time, plaintiff Jane B8 Doe25 was questioned by Defendant 

Klages regarding Nassar’s “treatment” and plaintiff Jane B8 Doe affirmatively confirmed she 

had also been assaulted and abused.  

156. Defendant Klages told plaintiff Jane B8 Doe there was no reason to bring up or 

otherwise report Defendant Nassar’s conduct.  

 

C. PLAINTIFF CHRISTINE ACHENBACH. 

157. In or around 1999 the MSU Defendants were also put on notice of Defendant 

Nassar’s conduct by Christie Achenbach26, a MSU student athlete, after she complained to MSU 

employees, including trainers and her head coach Kelli Bert, that Defendant Nassar touched her 

vaginal area although she was seeking treatment for an injured hamstring.  

158. Despite her complaints to MSU representatives, Christie Achenbach’s concerns 

and allegations went unaddressed.  

 

D. TIFFANY THOMAS LOPEZ. 

159. In approximately 2000, Tiffany Thomas Lopez (formerly Jane T.T. Doe), a 

female student athlete and member of Defendant MSU’s Women’s Softball Team, was sexually 

assaulted and abused during “treatment” by Defendant Nassar and reported Defendant Nassar’s 

conduct to Defendant MSU’s employees, including trainers.  

                                                           
25 Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe is a plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-222. 
 
26 Plaintiff Achenbach is a Plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-29. 
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160. Ms. Lopez’s allegations regarding the sexual assault include the following 

statements:  

Plaintiff is informed and believes, and on that basis alleges, that 

Defendants knew or should have known that NASSAR had 

engaged in unlawful sexually-related conduct in the past, and/or 

was continuing to engage in such conduct. Defendants had a duty 

to disclose these facts to plaintiff, her parents and others, but 

negligently and/or intentionally suppressed, concealed or failed to 

disclose this information. The duty to disclose this information 

arose by the special, trusting, confidential, fiduciary relationship 

between Defendants and plaintiff. Specifically, the Defendant 

MSU knew that NASSAR was performing intravaginal 

adjustments with his bare, ungloved hand and in isolation with 

young females, based on the following:  

 

a. The plaintiff, approximately 18 years old at the time, had a 

visit with NASSAR where he touched her vagina, in order 

to purportedly heal back pain she was having, under the 

guise of legitimate medical treatment. The plaintiff 

complained to a trainer on her softball team who responded 

by saying that NASSAR was a world-renowned doctor, and 

that it was legitimate medical treatment. The plaintiff 

continued with the purported treatment;  

 

b. As the purported treatments continued, NASSAR became 

more bold, having the plaintiff remove her pants, and then 

inserting his bare, ungloved and unlubricated hand into her 

vagina. The plaintiff, again, reported to Defendant MSU 

training staff, this time a higher-ranking trainer. This trainer 

told the plaintiff that the treatment sounded unusual and 

that the plaintiff needed to speak to an even higher-level 

trainer in the Department, who ended up being one of three 

individuals who supervised the entire department at 

Defendant MSU;  

 

c. When the plaintiff went to see this individual, the plaintiff 

was told by that individual that what happened to the 

plaintiff was not sexual abuse, that NASSAR was a world-

renowned doctor, and that the plaintiff was not to discuss 

what happened with NASSAR and was to continue seeing 

him for purported treatment. The plaintiff continued to see 

NASSAR for treatment; 
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d. Finally, in or around 2001, the plaintiff refused to continue 

to see NASSAR for these abusive and invasive procedures. 

Defendant MSU then pressured and coerced the plaintiff to 

declare herself medically inactive. The plaintiff was 

shunned from the Defendant MSU sports program, and left 

Defendant MSU to return home to California.27  

 

161. Despite her complaints to MSU employees, agents, and representatives, Ms. 

Lopez’s concerns and allegations went unaddressed in violation of reporting policies and 

procedures and Title IX and in a manner that was reckless, deliberately indifferent, and grossly 

negligent.  

 

E. PLAINTIFF JENNIFER ROOD BEDFORD. 

162. Between 2000 and 2002, plaintiff Jennifer Rood Bedford raised concerns 

regarding Defendant Nassar with Athletic Trainer Lianna Hadden telling her she was 

uncomfortable with Defendant Nassar’s conduct and inquired into how to make a 

complaint/report to indicate she had been uncomfortable with his conduct at her appointments. 

163. Following a discussion with Ms. Hadden, plaintiff Jennifer Rood Bedford was 

confused and frightened about the potential repercussion and ultimately did not file a formal 

complaint. 

164. The MSU Defendants failed to educate plaintiff Jennifer Rood Bedford and other 

MSU athletes on issues regarding sexual abuse and sexual assault. 

165. Defendant MSU’s athletic trainers and staff were not properly trained or educated 

regarding osteopathic medicine and therefore followed inadequate safeguards and procedures 

                                                           
27 See, Case No. BC644417, filed with the Superior California Court of the State of California, County of Los 

Angeles, December 21, 2016, ¶26. 
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which put plaintiff Jennifer Rood Bedford, and other student athletes at risk of suffering sexual 

abuse and sexual assault.  

 

F. MSU’S OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL EQUITY (“OIE”). 

166. The MSU defendants, through their employees and representatives also had the 

following obligations, among others, pursuant to its Office of Institutional Equity (“OIE”) 

policy:  

a. “to promptly take steps to investigate or otherwise 

determine what occurred and then to address instances of 

relationship violence and sexual misconduct when it knows 

or should have known about such instances.”  

 

b. to inform “the MSU Police of all reports it receives 

regarding sexual assaults.”;  

 

c. to “take immediate steps to initiate the investigatory 

process to determine what happened and to resolve the 

matter promptly and equitably.”;  

 

d. to “take prompt, responsive action to support a claimant 

and will take steps to eliminate, prevent, or address a 

hostile environment if it determines that one exists.”;  

 

e. “to conduct a prompt, adequate, reliable, and impartial 

investigation to determine what occurred and then to take 

appropriate steps to resolve the situation when it learns of 

an incident of sexual misconduct;  

 

f. “independently investigate complaints of relationship 

violence and sexual misconduct.”;  

 

g. to conduct an investigation “by the Office of Institutional 

Equity under the direction of the Deputy Title IX 

Coordinator for Investigations.”; and 

 

h. to promptly report allegations of sexual misconduct “to the 

Office of Institutional Equity.”  
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167. Upon information, and belief, and in violation of federal law, state law, and MSU 

OIE Policy, the MSU defendants failed to take any action in response to the 1997/1998, 1999, 

and 2000 complaints.  

168. Because MSU took no action to investigate the 1997/1998, 1999 or 2000 

complaints and took no corrective action during that time, under the guise of treatment, 

Plaintiffs, were also sexually assaulted, abused, and molested by Defendant Nassar by vaginal 

and anal digital penetration, without the use of gloves or lubricant and by touching and groping 

their breasts. 

169. In 2004, Defendant Nassar authored a chapter in Principles of Manual Sports 

Medicine by Steven J. Karageanes.  

170. In the chapter, Defendant Nassar described the pelvic diaphragm, coccyx, and 

sacroiliac ligaments as an area of the body not fully examined due to its proximity to the 

genitalia and buttocks, and stated it was “referred to as the ‘no fly zone’ because of the many 

cultural stigmas in touching this area.”  

171. Defendant Nassar recommended taking “special measures to explain any 

examination and techniques applied in this region,” and “warning in advance of what you are 

planning to do,” among other suggestions.  

172. There is no mention of intra-vaginal or intra-rectal techniques or procedures in the 

chapter.  

173. As described in detail below, Defendant Nassar often failed to follow his own 

recommendations with Plaintiff as:  

a. He did not explain any intravaginal or intra-rectal 

techniques to Plaintiff or her parents; and  
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b. He did not warn Plaintiff he was going to engage in vaginal 

or anal digital penetration before doing so. 

  

 

G. KYLE STEPHENS. 

 

174. In or around 2004, plaintiff Kyle Stephens, at approximately 12 years of age, who 

was not a patient of Defendant Nassar, reported inappropriate conduct and touching of a sexual 

nature to Defendant Gary Stollak who was employed by Defendant MSU.  

175. Consequently, Defendant Gary Stollak had reasonable cause to suspect sexual 

abuse.  

176. Defendant Gary Stollak, as a physician, was a mandatory reporter of child abuse.  

177. To the best of Plaintiffs’ knowledge, Defendant Gary Stollak failed to report 

Defendant Nassar’s conduct to law enforcement, child protective services, or Defendant MSU.  

178. Defendant Gary Stollak as a practicing clinical psychologist knew or should have 

known of the danger posed by childhood sexual abusers.  

179. Based upon plaintiff Kyle Stephens’ report, Defendant Gary Stollak knew or 

should have known that it was foreseeable that Defendant Nassar could pose a danger to other 

children.  

180. Defendant Stollak’s failure to report Defendant Nassar endangered dozens of 

plaintiffs who were subsequently sexually abused, assaulted, and molested by Defendant Nassar.  

 

H. DEFENDANTS USAG AND TWISTARS. 

181. In or around 2010, Geddert witnessed a gymnast who was approximately 15 years 

old being sexual assaulted by Defendant Nassar.28  

                                                           
28 Testimony given on May 12, 2017 at the Preliminary Examination hearing in People v. Nassar, Case No. 17-318-

FY. 
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182. Upon witnessing the sexual assault, Geddert made a joke and made a statement to 

the gymnast to the effect of: “I guess your back really did hurt.”29  

183. In or around 2010, Geddert served in a leadership role with Defendant USAG 

notably as a USAG coach representing Team USA in national and international USAG 

competitions and on the Junior Olympic Program Committee.  

184. In or around 2011, Geddert was traveling in a vehicle with members of the USAG 

Senior National Team, including Aly Raisman.30 

185. At the time, Geddert was serving in his capacity as a USAG Olympic Coach.31 

186. Ms. Raisman indicated she and her teammates would talk about Defendant 

Nassar’s conduct amongst themselves.32 

187. While traveling together, in Geddert’s presence, one of Ms. Raisman’s teammates 

described “in graphic detail” what Defendant Nassar had done to her the prior evening.33  

188. Ms. Raisman stated Geddert did not question her or her teammate about the 

statements made.  

189. Again, in or around 2011, Geddert served in a leadership role with Defendant 

USAG notably as a USAG coach representing Team USA in national and international USAG 

competitions and on the Junior Olympic Program Committee.  

190. Again, in 2011 Geddert was the owner and operator of Defendant Twistars. 

                                                           
29 Id. 
 
30 Raisman says Olympics coach might have known about Nassar abuse for years, Saba Hamedy, available at 

https://www.cnn.com/2018/02/08/politics/aly-raisman-coach-allegations/index.html. Last accessed May 16, 2018. 
 
31 Id. 
 
32 Id. 
 
33 Id. 
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191. As early as 2010, through Geddert, Defendant USAG had notice of Defendant 

Nassar’s misconduct and propensity to sexually abuse and assault girls and young women.  

 

I. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION’S OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS (“OCR”) 

INVESTIGATION OF MSU. 

 

192. In 2014, following receipt of an unrelated complaint regarding a sexual assault on 

Defendant MSU’s campus, between 2014 and 2015, the U.S. Department of Education’s Office 

of Civil Rights (hereinafter “OCR”) conducted an investigation regarding the complainant’s 

allegations, another complaint regarding sexual assault and retaliation from 2011, and Defendant 

MSU’s response to said complaints, and their general policies, practices, and customs pertaining 

to their responsibilities under Title IX.34  

193. The OCR concluded their investigation in 2015 and presented Defendant MSU 

with a twenty-one page agreement containing measures and requirements to resolve the 2011 and 

2014 complaints and to bring Defendant MSU in compliance with Title IX.35 

 

J. PLAINTIFF JANE D1 DOE. 

 

194. While the OCR was conducting its investigation, additional complaints regarding 

Defendant Nassar’s conduct surfaced in 2014.  Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe reported she had an 

appointment with Defendant Nassar to address hip pain and was sexually abused and molested 

                                                           
34 See, Letter from U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights to Michigan State University, September 1, 

2015, OCR Docket #15-11-2098, #15-14-2113. Available at https://www2.ed.gov/documents/press-

releases/michigan-state-letter.pdf, last accessed Feb. 17, 2018. 
 
35 See, Resolution Agreement, August 28, 2015, OCR Document #15-11-2098, #15-14-2133. Available at, 

https://www2.ed.gov/documents/press-releases/michigan-state-agreement.pdf. Last accessed Feb. 17, 2018. 
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by Defendant Nassar when he cupped her buttocks, massaged her breast and vaginal area, and he 

became sexually aroused.36 

195. Upon information and belief, Defendant MSU investigated the 2014 complaints 

through its Office of Inclusion and Intercultural Initiatives.  

196. However, plaintiff Jane D1 Doe reported facts to Defendant MSU which were 

omitted or withheld from the investigative report including but not limited to the following:  

a. Defendant Nassar was sexually aroused while touching her; 

and  

 

b. The appointment with Defendant Nassar did not end until 

she physically removed his hands from her body. 

  

197. Three months after initiating the investigation, in July 2014, the victim’s 

complaints were dismissed and Defendant MSU determined she didn’t understand the “nuanced 

difference” between sexual assault and an appropriate medical procedure and deemed Defendant 

Nassar’s conduct “medically appropriate” and “Not of a sexual nature.”37 

198. One of the medical experts consulted by the Office of Inclusion and Intercultural 

Initiatives in investigating the victim’s allegations was Brooke Lemmen, D.O.  

199. Following the investigation, upon information and belief, Defendant Nassar 

became subject to new institutional guidelines including:  

a. Defendant Nassar was not to examine or treat patients 

alone but was to be accompanied by a chaperone such as a 

resident or nurse;38 

 

                                                           
36 See, At MSU: Assault, harassment and secrecy. Matt Mencarini, December 15, 2016. 

Available at, http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2016/12/15/michigan-state-

sexual-assault- harassment-larry-nassar/94993582/. Last accessed May 16, 2018. 
 
37 Id. 
 
38 Id. 
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b. The alleged “procedure” was to be altered to ensure there 

would be little to no skin to skin contact when in certain 

“regions” and if skin to skin contact was “absolutely 

necessary” the “procedure” was to be explained in detail 

with another person in the room for both the explanation 

and the “procedure;” and  

 

c. New people in the practice were to be “oriented” to ensure 

understanding with the guidelines. 

 

200. Defendants Strampel, Kovan, and Dietzel failed to supervise, oversee, or 

otherwise ensure Defendant Nassar was adhering to the conditions listed above.  

201. Defendant MSU’s Police Department (“MSU PD”) also investigated the 2014 

allegations made by plaintiff Jane D1 Doe.  

202. Defendant Nassar represented to MSU Police Department during the 2014 

investigation that he was known as “The Dream Builder” and “The Body Whisperer.”  

203. Defendant Nassar represented to MSU Police Department that he felt like he 

didn’t have to go to work, but that he gets to go to work, and that “It just rocks my world.”  

204. Upon information and belief, on or about May 25, 2014 at 9:33 AM, Defendant 

Nassar sent an email to Defendant Strampel expressing concerns that plaintiff Jane D1 Doe 

thought he was being too “invasive” into her life and that he thought that she “…may have felt 

like I ‘stalking’ her at that point…”  

205. In or around June 2014, an Ingham County Assistant Prosecuting Attorney 

recommended to MSU Police Department detectives that they should interview a non-MSU 

expert in Defendant Nassar’s medical field as further investigation into plaintiff Jane D1 Doe’s 

allegations.  

206. Upon information and belief, MSU Police Department and the MSU I3 did not 

interview any non-MSU experts during the 2014 investigation.  
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207. From July 2014 to September 2016, despite complaints about Nassar’s conduct, 

the MSU Defendants continued to permit Defendant Nassar unfettered access to female athletes 

without adequate oversight or supervision to ensure he was complying with the new guidelines.  

208. Defendant Nassar was permitted to return to work although a criminal 

investigation remained open until approximately December 2015.  

209. At the conclusion of the criminal investigation, on or around December 15, 2015, 

a representative from Defendant MSU’s Police Department spoke with Defendant Nassar, 

advised him to thoroughly explain his medical techniques to patients prior to touching them, 

ensuring that they understood, and to have a chaperone in the exam room with him at all times.39  

210. Defendant Nassar responded indicating he fully understood and had made that 

process and procedure his routine since the case evolved.40  

211. Defendant Nassar’s statement to Defendant MSU was completely false, and his 

statement and actions went unchecked, unverified, and unsupervised by the MSU Defendants.41  

212. At no time during or following the investigation did MSU Defendants take any 

steps to ensure Defendant Nassar was in compliance with the guidelines.  

213. Defendants MSU, MSU Board of Trustees, Strampel, Kovan, or Dietzel failed to 

monitor Defendant Nassar in his clinical practice following the investigation.  

                                                           
39 MSU University Police Department Case Report No. 1758100919. Available at 

http://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/michigan/files/201712/fbi_investigation_into_nassar.pdf?_ga=2.158457466.

1791923992.1513722353-1282647051.1440964267, Last accessed, May 16, 2018. 
 
40 Id. 
 
41 See generally, specific allegations from plaintiffs who were sexually abused, assaulted, and molested after July 

2014 in W.D. Mich. Case Nos. 1:17-cv-29, 1:17-cv-222, 1:17-cv-244, 1:17-cv-254, 1:17-cv-257, 1:17-cv-288, 1:17-

cv-349, 1:17-cv-676, and 1:17-cv-684. Several of the plaintiffs include allegations that Nassar did not explain his 

medical techniques, did not have a chaperone in the room such as a resident or nurse during any explanation (of 

which there usually wasn’t an explanation) or during the “procedure.” 
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214. Prior to and after the investigation, Defendants MSU, MSU Board of Trustees, 

Strampel, Kovan, or Dietzel failed to train Defendant Nassar regarding inappropriate touching, 

informed consent, chaperone practices, and medical record charting.  

 

K. PLAINTIFF MAGGIE NICHOLS. 

 

215. In or around June 2015, plaintiff Maggie Nichols42 and other athletes were 

overheard discussing Nassar’s misconduct at the Karolyi Ranch.  

216. An adult reported plaintiff Nichols’ concerns to defendant USAG.  

217. Plaintiff Nichols’ complaints were received by former USAG President and CEO 

Steve Penny and a representative of the United States Olympic Committee (“USOC”), among 

others.  

218. Mr. Penny and Defendant USAG dissuaded plaintiff Nichols and her family from 

pursuing the matter and asked that they refrain from contacting law enforcement.  

219. At least five weeks passed before Defendant USAG reported Defendant Nassar to 

law enforcement.  

220. Allegedly, after receiving allegations of “athlete concerns,” in approximately 

summer 2015 Defendant USAG relieved Defendant Nassar of his duties.43  

221. Defendant Nassar represented publicly that he “retired” from his duties with 

Defendant USAG.  

                                                           
42 Plaintiff Nichols is a plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-29. 
43 See, Former USA Gymnastics doctor accused of abuse, Mark Alesia, Marisa Kwiatkowski, Tim Evans, September 

12, 2016. Available at, http://www.indystar.com/story/news/2016/09/12/ former-usa-gymnastics-doctor-accused-

abuse/89995734/. Last accessed, May 16, 2017. 
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222. At no time did Defendant USAG or the USOC inform Defendants MSU, MSU 

Trustees, or other MSU representatives or Defendant Twistars of the concerns that led to 

Defendant Nassar being relieved from his duties with Defendant USAG.  

223. At no time did Defendant USAG or the USOC inform its member athletes, 

coaches, or the public that Defendant Nassar had been dismissed, relieved from his duties, and 

was under criminal investigation.  

224. Instead Defendant USAG and the USOC allowed its members and the public to 

believe Nassar simply “retired.”  

 

L. PLAINTIFF RACHEL DENHOLLANDER. 

 

225. In August 2016 the Indianapolis Star published an article titled, “A blind eye to 

sex abuse: How USA Gymnastics failed to report cases,” the subheading of the article reading, 

“The prominent Olympic organization failed to alert authorities to many allegations of sexual 

abuse by coaches.”  

226. The article chronicles a history of USAG’s failure to properly report sexual abuse 

stating in part:  

Top executives at one of American’s most prominent 

Organizations failed to alert authorities to many allegations of 

sexual abuse by coaches – relying on a policy that enabled 

predators to abuse gymnasts long after USA Gymnastics had 

received warnings …In 2013 … two former [USAG] officials 

admitted under oath that the organization routinely dismissed 

sexual abuse allegations as hearsay unless they came directly from 

a victim or a victim’s parent … records show the organization 

compiled complaint dossiers on more than 50 coaches and filed 

them in a drawer in its executive office in Indianapolis … [USAG] 

compiled confidential sexual misconduct complaint files about 54 

coaches over a 10-year period from 1996 to 2006 … It’s unclear 

which, if any, of the complaints in those files were reported to 

authorities.44  

                                                           
44 Id. 
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227. Following publication of this article plaintiff Rachael Denhollander and a former 

Olympic gymnast (who was anonymous at the time, but has since publicly identified herself as 

Olympic bronze medalist Jamie Dantzscher) contacted the Indianapolis Star with reports of 

Defendant Nassar’s sexual abuse, assault, and molestation.  

228. Defendant Nassar’s employment ended with Defendant MSU on approximately 

September 20, 2016 only after the MSU Defendants became aware that:  

a. Defendants Nassar and USAG were sued by a former 

Olympian who alleged she was sexually assaulted by 

Defendant Nassar;45 and  

 

b. A former patient of Defendant Nassar, plaintiff Rachel 

Denhollander, filed a criminal complaint with the Michigan 

State University Police Department alleging Defendant 

Nassar sexually assaulted her when she was 15 years old 

and seeking treatment for back pain as a result of 

gymnastics.  Plaintiff Denhollander’s allegations of sexual 

assault by Defendant Nassar included but were not limited 

to: 

  

i. Massaging her genitals;  

ii. Penetrating her vagina and anus with his finger and 

thumb; and  

iii. Unhooking her bra and massaging her breasts.46 

  

229. Reasons given to Defendant Nassar for his termination included but were not 

limited to:  

a. Deviation from “required best practices put in place 

following the internal sexual harassment investigation 

conducted … in 2014;”  

                                                           
 
45 See, Case No. 34-2016-00200075, filed with the Superior Court of the State of California, County of Sacramento, 

September 8, 2016. A copy of the Complaint is available at https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/3106054-

Jane-JD-COMPLAINT-Signed.html. Last accessed, May 16, 2018. 
 
46 See, Former USA Gymnastics doctor accused of abuse, Mark Alesia, Marisa Kwiatkowski, Tim Evans, September 

12, 2016. Available at, http://www.indystar.com/story/news/2016/09/12/ former-usa-gymnastics-doctor-accused-

abuse/89995734/. Last accessed, January 5, 2017. 
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b. Failure to disclose a 2004 complaint to Meridian Township 

Police; and 

 

c. Dishonesty by Defendant Nassar when Defendant MSU 

questioned him about receiving prior complaints about the 

“procedure” at issue. 

 

 

M. DEFENDANT NASSAR’S ARREST AND CRIMINAL CHARGES. 

 

230. In late November 2016, Defendant Nassar was arrested and charged in Ingham 

County, Michigan on three charges of first-degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 

13, and was later released on $1 million bond.47  

231. In mid-December 2016, Defendant Nassar was indicted, arrested, and charged in 

Federal Court in Grand Rapids, Michigan on charges of possession of child pornography and 

receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography.  

232. According to the federal indictment,48 Defendant Nassar:  

a. Knowingly received and attempted to receive child 

pornography between approximately September 18, 2004 

and December 1, 2004; and 

 

b. Knowingly possessed thousands of images of child 

pornography between approximately February 6, 2003 and 

September 20, 2016 including images involving a minor 

who had not attained 12 years of age. 

  

233. Testimony given by an FBI agent at a hearing held on December 21, 2016, 

alleged, among other allegations, that Defendant Nassar used a GoPro camera to record video 

images of children in a swimming pool and that:  

                                                           
47 State of Michigan, Ingham County Circuit Court Case No. 1603031.   
 
48 1:16-cr-00242, PageID.1-4. 
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a. Defendant Nassar’s hand can be seen grabbing one girl’s 

hand and shoving it into the vaginal area of another girl; 

and49  

 

b. Defendant Nassar’s thumb can be seen pressing into a 

child’s vagina/vaginal area.50  

 

234. In mid-January 2017, Brooke Lemmen, D.O. submitted a letter of resignation to 

Defendant Strampel amid allegations that she:  

a. Removed several boxes of confidential treatment patient 

records from Defendant MSU’s Sports Medicine clinic at 

Defendant Nassar’s request; 

 

b. Did not disclose to Defendant MSU that Defendant USAG 

was investigating Defendant Nassar as of July 2015; and  

 

c. Made a staff member feel pressured not to fully cooperate 

in an internal investigation into allegations against 

Defendant Nassar.  

 

235. On February 7, 2017, a superseding indictment added an additional count of 

“Destruction and Concealment of Records and Tangible Objects” alleging between September 

19, 2016 and September 20, 2016, Defendant Nassar “caused a third-party vendor to 

permanently delete and destroy all images, records, documents, and files contained on the hard 

drive of a laptop computer, and the defendant threw in the trash a number of external hard 

drives.”51  

236. On February 17, 2017, at a preliminary examination, Defendant Nassar was 

ordered to stand trial on three charges of first-degree criminal sexual conduct with a person 

                                                           
49 Id. at PageID.49-50. 
 
50 Id. at PageID.50. 
 
51 Id. at PageID.88. 
 

Case 1:18-cv-01258   ECF No. 1 filed 11/09/18   PageID.42   Page 42 of 119Case 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 43 of 304



 

40 
 

under 13 in Ingham County following testimony which included, among others, allegations of 

digital vaginal penetration at Defendant Nassar’s residence.  

237. On February 22, 2017, Defendant Nassar was arraigned on 22 counts of first-

degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13 years old, and 14 counts of third-degree 

criminal sexual conduct with a person under the age of 13 years old in Ingham County, 

Michigan52 and Eaton County, Michigan.53  

238. In mid-March 2017, Steve Penny resigned as president of Defendant USAG amid 

allegations Defendant USAG failed to promptly notify authorities of allegations raised against 

Defendant Nassar.  

239. Over several days in May and June 2017, victims testified regarding Defendant 

Nassar’s conduct during appointments held at Defendants MSU, Twistars, and Defendant 

Nassar’s residence for medical treatment.54 

240. On June 23, 2017, Defendant Nassar was ordered to stand trial on twelve charges 

of first-degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13 in Ingham County following 

conclusion of the preliminary examination hearing which included, among others, allegations of 

digital vaginal and anal penetration at Defendant MSU and Defendant Nassar’s residence. 

  

                                                           
52 People v. Nassar, Ingham County District Court Case No. 17-00425-FY, see also, 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ag/Nassar_affidavit_Ingham_County_charges_Feb._2017_552531_7.pdf 
 
53 People v. Nassar, Eaton County District Court Case No. 17-0318-FY, see also, 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ag/Nassar_affidavit_Eaton_County_charges_Feb._2017_552536_7.pdf 
 
54 People v. Nassar, Ingham County District Court Case No. 17-00425-FY. 
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N. USA GYMNASTICS’ REPORT ON POLICY AND PROCEDURAL CHANGES 

 

241. On June 26, 2017, Deborah J. Daniels, J.D. released a report titled, “Report to 

USA Gymnastics on Proposed Policy and Procedural Changes for the Protection of Young 

Athletes.”55 

242. Ms. Daniels’ report proposed 70 separate policy and procedural changes to 

Defendant USAG and in a section titled “Overarching Recommendation: Cultural Shift 

Throughout USA Gymnastics,” suggested:  

USA Gymnastics needs to undergo a complete cultural change, 

permeating the entire organization and communicated to the field 

in all its actions.  

 

Further, USA Gymnastics needs to take action to ensure that this 

change in culture also is fully embraced by the clubs that host 

member coaches, instructors and athletes.”  

 

243. Included within the 70 separate policy and procedural changes suggested were 

Daniels’ the following recommendations:  

a. Seek Individuals With Expertise in Child Protection for 

Leadership Team;  

 

b. Change Culture of Entire Staff to Athlete Safety First;  

 

c. Provide a Stronger Support System to Athletes;  

 

d. Permit Third-Party Reporting of Policy Violations and 

Abuse to USA Gymnastics by Third Parties;  

 

e. Require Reporting of Abuse and Reporting of Policy 

Violations;  

 

f. Enforce Serious Consequences for Failure to Report Abuse;  

 

                                                           
55 Available at, https://usagym.org/PDFs/About%20USA%20Gymnastics/ddreport_062617.pdf. Last accessed May 

16, 2018. 
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g. Expand Reporting Methods to Encourage and Facilitate 

Reporting;  

 

h. Accept and Investigate Reports Relating to Misconduct by 

a Member in Which the Victim is a Non-Member; and 

 

i. Provide Training to All Members and Staff Regarding 

Reporting Requirements. 

 

244. To date, it is unknown how many, if any, of the 70 recommendations have been 

implemented by Defendant USAG or USAG member gyms, coaches, and volunteers. 

 

O. DEFENDANT NASSAR’S GUILTY PLEA 

 

245. On July 10, 2017, Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty to the federal charges of child 

pornography, receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography, and destruction and concealment of 

records and tangible objects.56 

246. On November 22, 2017, Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty to 7 counts of first-

degree criminal sexual conduct in Ingham County Michigan.  

247. On November 29, 2017, Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty to 3 counts of first 

degree criminal sexual conduct in Eaton County Michigan.  

248. On December 7, 2017 Defendant Nassar was sentenced to serve 720 months (60 

year) in prison. The sentence included three 240-month (20 year) terms to be served 

consecutively.  

249. From, January 16, 2018 to January 24, 2018, a sentencing hearing was held in 

Ingham County Michigan for the 7 counts of first-degree criminal sexual conduct to which 

Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty.  

                                                           
56 1:16-cr-00242, Page ID.114, 119. 
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250. From January 31, 2018 to February 5, 2018, a sentencing hearing was held in 

Eaton County Michigan for the 3 counts of first degree criminal sexual conduct to which 

Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty.  

251. Hundreds of plaintiffs provided victim impact statements at the hearings.  

252. In total, approximately 204 victim impact statements were given over 9 days in 

two counties.  

253. On January 24, 2018, Defendant Nassar was sentenced to serve 40 to 175 years in 

prison in Ingham County.  

254. On February 5, 2018, Defendant Nassar was sentenced to serve 40 to 125 years in 

prison in Eaton County.  

255. During and in the wake of the sentencing hearings:  

a. Geddert was suspended by Defendant USAG on or around 

January 22, 2018, announced his retirement a few days 

later, and transferred ownership and control of Defendant 

Twistars to his wife Kathryn Geddert;  

 

b. Ms. Simon resigned as President of MSU on January 24, 

2018;  

 

c. Mr. Hollis resigned as Athletic Director of Defendant MSU 

on January 26, 2018.  

 

d. By January 31, 2018, the entire board of Defendant USAG 

gymnastics resigned under threat of decertification by the 

USOC; 

 

e.  Steps to revoke Defendant Strampel’s tenure and terminate 

his employment were initiated on or around February 9, 

2018, with Defendant MSU stating publicly, “…Strampel 

did not act with the level of professionalism we expect 

from individuals who hold senior leadership positions, 

particularly in a position that involves student and patient 

safety … Further allegations have arisen that question 
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whether his personal conduct over a long period of time 

met MSU’s standards”;57 and 

 

f. Resignation of Scott Blackmun, USOC CEO on February 

28, 2018.58 

 

V. SPECIFIC FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS  

 

A. PLAINTIFF JANE N. DOE 

 

256. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

257. Plaintiff Jane N. Doe treated with Defendant Nassar on multiple occasions at 

Defendant MSU’s Sports Medicine Clinic and Defendant Twistars from 2010 through 2016. 

258. Plaintiff Jane N. Doe was a minor from 2010 through 2016 and presented to 

Defendant Nassar with complaints of injuries to her wrist, ankle and knee. 

259. From 2010 through 2016, Defendant Nassar sexually assaulted, abused and 

molested Plaintiff Jane N. Doe by engaging in non-consensual sexual touching, assault and 

harassment.  Specifically, Defendant Nassar digitally penetrated her vagina with his fingers 

without prior notice and without gloves or lubricant under the guise of performing “treatment.”  

260. Defendant Nassar did not explain his conduct disguised as “treatment” as a 

medical procedure to Plaintiff Jane N. Doe prior to performing such “treatment.”   

261. Defendant Nassar did not give prior notice or obtain consent for digital 

penetration or touching of Plaintiff Jane N. Doe’s vagina. 

                                                           
57 See, Engler Takes First step to Remove Strampel, February 8, 2018, available at 

http://msutoday.msu.edu/news/2018/engler-takes-first-step-to-remove-strampel/. Last accessed May 16, 2018. 
 
58 U.S. Olympic Committee CEO Scott Blackmun resigns, A.J. Perez, available at 

https://www.indystar.com/story/sports/olympics/2018/02/28/u-s-olympic-committee-ceo-scott-blackmun-

resigns/382569002/. Last accessed May 16, 2018. 
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262. Plaintiff Jane N. Doe did not treat or intend to treat with Defendant Nassar for 

issues related to obstetrics and gynecology.   

263. Plaintiff Jane N. Doe believes the conduct by Defendant Nassar was a sexual 

assault, abuse and molestation and for Defendant Nassar’s pleasure and self-gratification. 

  

VI. FRAUDULENT CONCEALMENT  

 

A. DEFENDANT NASSAR 

  

264. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

265. Plaintiff had a special relationship with Defendant Nassar given the physician-

patient relationship.  

266. Given the special relationship, Defendant Nassar had an affirmative duty to 

disclose, and to warn and protect the athletes who sought his medical treatment from sexual 

abuse, assault, and molestation.  

267. Defendant Nassar committed Fraudulent Concealment by making material 

misrepresentations to Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by:  

a. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or 

conduct were a “new procedure” which involved vaginal 

penetration;  

 

b. Making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as 

“treatment,” as a pelvic adjustment;  

 

c. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or 

conduct was “treatment” and that it was the same that he 

performed on Olympic athletes; and 

 

d. Making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff and another 

medical professional that the position of his hand was in an 

appropriate place, when it was not and while he was 

digitally penetrating Plaintiff, all which were made 
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contemporaneously and/or shortly after the abrupt, sudden, 

quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by Defendant 

Nassar. 

  

268. The material misrepresentations to Plaintiff were false, in that he was actually 

performing such acts for his own sexual gratification and pleasure as evidenced by his observed 

arousal, flushed face, and closing of the eyes during the conduct.  

269. When Defendant Nassar made the material misrepresentations, he knew that they 

were false in that he knew that the “treatment[s]” were not proper, appropriate, legitimate, and/or 

considered within standard of care by any physician of any specialty and/or sports therapist.  

270. Defendant Nassar made the material misrepresentations with the intent that the 

material misrepresentations would be acted upon by Plaintiff, in that Plaintiff:  

a. Would believe that the “treatments” were in fact 

“treatments;”  

 

b. Would believe that the “treatment[s]” were proper, 

appropriate, and legitimate;  

 

c. Would not believe that they had been sexually assaulted;  

 

d. Would not believe that they had been sexually assaulted so 

that he could prevent discovery of his sexual assaults;  

 

e. Would continue the “treatment[s]” so that he could 

continue to sexually assault Plaintiff;  

 

f. Would not question and/or report the conduct to 

appropriate authorities; and  

 

g. Would not reasonably believe and not be aware of a 

possible cause of action that they had against Defendant 

Nassar and/or the MSU Defendants. 

  

271. Plaintiff acted in reliance upon the material misrepresentation(s), in that Plaintiff:  

a. Reasonably believed that the “treatments” were in fact 

“treatments;”  
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b. Reasonably believed that the “treatments” were proper, 

appropriate, and legitimate;  

 

c. Reasonably did not believe that she had been sexually 

assaulted;  

 

d. Believed that she should continue the “treatment[s];” 

 

e. Did not believe that she should question and/or report the 

conduct to appropriate authorities; and 

 

f. Did not reasonably believe that she had and was not aware 

of a possible cause of action that she had against Defendant 

Nassar and/or the MSU Defendants. 

 

272. Plaintiff thereby suffered injury, in that Plaintiff:  

a. Could not stop the sexual assault;  

 

b. Continued to undergo the “treatment[s]” and sexual 

assaults; and 

 

c. Suffered pain, discomfort, related physical manifestations 

thereof, sleep deprivation, physical illness, vomiting, severe 

emotional distress, shock, humiliation, fright, grief, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, loss of 

familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life, loss of 

earnings and earning capacity; and has required and will 

continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and 

hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair 

caused by Defendants’ actions. 

  

273. Defendant Nassar attempted to conceal the fraud by taking affirmative acts that 

were designed and planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent 

discovery of his fraud, in that he:  

a. Positioned himself in a manner in which parents or 

chaperones in the room could not see his conduct, so that 

he could conceal and prevent discovery of his conduct;  

 

b. Prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, 

guardians, and/or caregivers from being in the room during 

examinations and treatments of Plaintiff so that he could 

sexually assault Plaintiff;  
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c. Did not abide by or follow the standard and care which 

requires another medical professional, chaperone, parent, 

guardian, and/or caregiver be in the room during the 

examination and treatment of sensitive areas of minors and 

female patients; and 

 

d. Did not abide by or follow the restrictions that had been put 

into place in 2014 by Defendant MSU restricting his 

examination and treatment of patients only with another 

person in the room.  

 

274. The actions and inactions of Defendant Nassar, as described in the preceding 

paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment.  

275. At all times relevant to this action, Defendant Nassar was an agent, apparent 

agent, servant, and employee of Defendant MSU and operated within the scope of his 

employment and his negligence is imputed to Defendant MSU.  

276. Plaintiff did not know, could not have reasonably known, and were reasonably 

unaware of a possible cause of action that they had against Defendant Nassar and/or Defendant 

MSU until January 2018 for the following reasons among others:  

a. Plaintiff reasonably relied on the Fraud committed by 

Defendant Nassar by his material representations and 

concealment of the true nature of his “treatments[s]”and his 

actions;  

 

b. Plaintiff was a minor or young female at the time of the 

assaults and “treatments;”  

 

c. Plaintiff did not know what a legitimate and appropriately 

performed intra-vaginal or intra-anal/rectal treatment was 

like because they had never experienced and/or had an 

intra-vaginal or intra-anal/rectal treatment before or had 

such a procedure or treatment explained;  

 

d. Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had an intra-vaginal 

treatment before because they had never been treated by a 

physician and/or therapist that performed them;  
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e. Plaintiff did not know what a legitimate and appropriately 

performed pelvic, vaginal and/or anal, exam was like 

because they had never experienced and/or had a pelvic, 

vaginal and/or anal, exam before;  

 

f. Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had a pelvic and/or 

vaginal exam before because pelvic and/or vaginal exams 

are not recommended and routinely performed until a 

female reaches at least the age of 18 years old, pursuant to 

longstanding recommendations in the literature, expert 

opinions, treatment guidelines, and position statement from 

the American Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy 

of Family Physicians, American Cancer Society, American 

College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, American 

Society for Clinical Pathology, and American Society for 

Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology;  

 

g. Because of these recommendations and never having had 

one of these treatments or exams, it was very difficult if not 

impossible for Plaintiff to differentiate a legitimate and 

appropriately performed intra-vaginal treatment, pelvic, 

vaginal and/or anal, exam from a sexual assault;  

 

h. Plaintiff could not have possibly known because there were 

no parents, chaperones, guardians, caregivers, and/or other 

medical professionals in the room during the “treatments” 

to observe, question, and/or discover that his “treatments” 

were sexual assaults and inform Plaintiff that they had been 

sexually assaulted and had a cause of action against 

Defendant Nassar;  

 

i. In the instances where Plaintiff’s parent was present in the 

room, Defendant Nassar’s actions to conceal the physical 

assaults from the view of the parents prevented the parent 

from discovering that his “treatments” were sexual assaults;  

 

j. Plaintiff was intimidated by Defendant Nassar’s notoriety 

and reputation and therefore believed his 

misrepresentations that the “treatment[s]” were legitimate 

and appropriate;  

 

k. Plaintiff trusted Defendant Nassar due to his notoriety and 

reputation;  
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l. Plaintiff trusted Defendant Nassar because he groomed 

Plaintiff to believe that his “treatments” were in fact 

legitimate “treatments;”  

 

m. Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that they 

could possibly sue or have a possible cause of action 

because they were minors and young females who were not 

knowledgeable or aware of any remedy at law;  

 

n. Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that they 

could possibly sue or have a possible cause of action 

evidenced by the fact that so many other girls had been 

sexually assaulted by Defendant Nassar and none of them 

had a reason to believe or be aware that they could possibly 

sue or had a possible cause of action in the past; and none 

of them have ever sued him in the past;  

 

o. Plaintiff was never told by Defendant Nassar that his 

conduct was sexual in nature and not legitimate and 

appropriate “treatment[s]” and to conceal the sexual 

conduct from their parents and others, unlike other victims 

of sexual abuse who are typically told by their perpetrators 

that their conduct is of a sexual nature and to conceal the 

sexual conduct from their parents and others;  

 

p. Plaintiff was a minor and young athlete, therefore she was 

easily suggestible; and  

 

q. Plaintiff had never previously heard about any allegations 

in the media regarding sexual assaults or misconduct by 

Defendant Nassar. 

  

277. At all material times, Plaintiff was entirely free of any negligence contributing to 

the injuries and damages alleged.  

 

B. THE MSU DEFENDANTS 

 

278. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  
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279. Plaintiff sought treatment at Defendant MSU’s Sports Medicine Clinic and was in 

a special relationship with the MSU Defendants in which they paid or were billed for medical 

treatment.  

280. Given the special relationship, the MSU Defendants had a duty to disclose, and to 

warn and protect Plaintiff who sought treatment at their facility with its doctor from known and 

foreseeable harm.  

281. The MSU Defendants’ non-disclosure of allegations of sexual abuse and assault 

by Defendant Nassar as early as 1997 concealed the identity of the abuser and concealed the 

existence of claims from Plaintiff.  

282. Defendant MSU committed Fraudulent Concealment by failing to disclose, warn 

or protect as described in detail above and below, and by concealing the existence of Plaintiff’s 

claims and that Plaintiff had a cause of action against Defendant Nassar and the MSU 

Defendants at the time the sexual assaults occurred by Defendant Nassar constituting a material 

misrepresentation(s) to Plaintiff.  

283. Defendant MSU’s coaches, sports medicine trainers, employees, staff, managers, 

supervisors, directors, agents, apparent agents, and/or servants made material misrepresentations 

to Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by making statements that:  

a. Defendant Nassar was an “Olympic doctor” and “knew 

what he was doing” in regard to performing appropriate 

“treatments;”  

 

b. Defendant Nassar was a “world-renowned doctor” and that 

“it was legitimate medical treatment,” in regard to the 

legitimacy and appropriateness of the “treatments;”  

 

c. Defendant Nassar’s conduct was “not sexual abuse;”  

 

d. Defendant Nassar was a “world-renowned doctor;” and  
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e. That Defendant Nassar’s conduct and “treatment[s]” were 

“medically appropriate” and “[n]ot of a sexual nature” 

because the complainant “didn’t understand the “nuanced 

difference” between sexual assault and an appropriate 

medical procedure.”  

 

284. The material misrepresentations to Plaintiff were false, in that the MSU 

Defendants had previously received strikingly similar complaints of abuse by Defendant Nassar 

from other students and student athletes and knew that the appropriateness of his “treatment[s]” 

had been questioned in the past.  

285. The MSU Defendants made the material misrepresentations that they knew were 

false and/or made the material misrepresentations recklessly, without any knowledge of their 

truth and as a positive assertion, in that they knew that the MSU Defendants had previously 

received strikingly similar complaints of abuse by Defendant Nassar from other students and 

student athletes and knew that the appropriateness of his “treatment[s]” had been questioned in 

the past.  

286. The MSU Defendants made the material misrepresentations with the intent that 

the material misrepresentations should be acted upon by Plaintiff, in that Plaintiff:  

a. Should believe that the “treatments” were in fact 

“treatments;”  

 

b. Should believe that the “treatment[s]” were proper, 

appropriate, and legitimate;  

 

c. Should not believe that she had been sexually assaulted;  

 

d. Should not question and/or report the conduct to other 

authorities; and  

 

e. Should not reasonably believe and not be aware of a 

possible cause of action that she had against Defendant 

Nassar and/or the MSU Defendants. 
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287. Plaintiff acted in reliance upon the material misrepresentations, in that Plaintiff:  

a. Reasonably believed that the “treatments” were in fact 

“treatments;”  

 

b. Reasonably believed that the “treatments” were proper, 

appropriate, and legitimate;  

 

c. Reasonably did not believe that she had been sexually 

assaulted;  

 

d. Reasonably believed that she should continue the 

“treatment[s]”; 

 

e. Did not believe that she should question and/or report the 

conduct to appropriate authorities; and 

 

f. Did not reasonably believe that she had and was not aware 

of a possible cause of action that she had against Defendant 

Nassar and/or the MSU Defendants. 

  

288. Plaintiff thereby suffered injury, in that Plaintiff:  

a. Could not stop the sexual assault;  

 

b. Continued to undergo the “treatment[s]” and sexual 

assaults; and  

 

c. Suffered pain, discomfort, related physical manifestations 

thereof, sleep deprivation, physical illness, vomiting, severe 

emotional distress, shock, humiliation, fright, grief, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, loss of 

familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life, loss of 

earnings and earning capacity; and has required and will 

continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and 

hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair 

caused by Defendants’ actions. 

  

289. The MSU Defendants concealed the fraud by making affirmative acts that were 

designed and planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent 

discovery of his fraud, in that they:  
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a. Ignored, refused, and failed to inquire, question, and 

investigate the complaints and take action regarding 

Defendant Nassar’s “treatments;”  

 

b. Did not create a policy to require adults, parents, 

chaperones, guardians, and/or caregivers presence during 

an examination of a minor or female by a physician; and 

 

c. Did not enforce the restrictions that had been put into place 

in 2014 by Defendant MSU restricting his examination and 

treatment of patients only with another person in the room.  

 

290. Plaintiff did not know, could not have reasonably known, and were reasonably 

unaware of a possible cause of action that they had against Defendant Nassar and/or the MSU 

Defendants until January 2018 for the following reasons among others:  

a. Plaintiff reasonably relied on the Fraud committed by 

Defendant Nassar and the MSU Defendants’ material 

misrepresentations and concealment of the true nature of 

his “treatments[s]”and Defendant Nassar’s actions;  

 

b. Plaintiff was a minor and/or a young female at the time of 

the assaults and “treatments;”  

 

c. Plaintiff did not know what a legitimate and appropriately 

performed intra-vaginal treatment was like because they 

had never experienced and/or had an intra-vaginal 

treatment before;  

 

d. Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had an intra-vaginal 

treatment before because they had never been treated by a 

physician and/or therapist that performed them;  

 

e. Plaintiff did not know what a legitimate and appropriately 

performed pelvic, vaginal and/or anal, exam was like 

because they had never experienced and/or had a pelvic, 

vaginal and/or anal, exam before;  

 

f. Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had a pelvic and/or 

vaginal exam before because pelvic and/or vaginal exams 

are not recommended and routinely performed until a 

female reaches at least the age of 18 years old, pursuant to 

longstanding recommendations in the literature, expert 

opinions, treatment guidelines, and position statement from 
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the American Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy 

of Family Physicians, American Cancer Society, American 

College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, American 

Society for Clinical Pathology, and American Society for 

Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology to name a few;  

 

g. Because of these recommendations and never having had 

one of these treatments or exams, it was very difficult if not 

impossible for Plaintiff to differentiate a legitimate and 

appropriately performed intra-vaginal treatment, pelvic, 

vaginal and/or anal, exam from a sexual assault;  

 

h. Plaintiff could not have possibly known because there were 

no parents, chaperones, guardians, caregivers, and/or other 

medical professionals in the room during the “treatments” 

to observe, question, and/or discover that his “treatments” 

were sexual assaults and inform Plaintiff that they had been 

sexually assaulted and had a cause of action against 

Defendant Nassar;  

 

i. In the instances where Plaintiff’s parent was present in the 

room, Defendant Nassar’s actions to conceal the physical 

assaults from the view of the parent prevented the parent 

from discovering that his “treatments” were sexual assaults 

and informing Plaintiff that they had been sexually 

assaulted and had a cause of action against Defendant 

Nassar;  

 

j. Plaintiff was intimidated by Defendant Nassar’s notoriety 

and reputation and therefore believed his 

misrepresentations that the “treatment[s]” were legitimate 

and appropriate;  

 

k. Plaintiff trusted Defendants Nassar and the MSU 

Defendants due to their notoriety and reputation;  

 

l. Plaintiff trusted Defendant Nassar because he groomed 

Plaintiff to believe that his “treatments” were in fact 

legitimate “treatments;”  

 

m. Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that they 

could possibly sue or have a possible cause of action 

because they were minors and not knowledgeable or aware 

of any remedy at law;  
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n. Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that they 

could possibly sue or had a possible cause of action 

evidenced by the fact that so many other girls had been 

sexually assaulted by Defendant Nassar and none of them 

had a reason to believe or be aware that they could possibly 

sue or had a possible cause of action in the past; and none 

of them have ever sued him in the past;  

 

o. Plaintiff was never told by the MSU Defendants that 

Defendant Nassar’s conduct was sexual in nature and not 

legitimate and appropriate “treatment[s]”;  

 

p. Plaintiff was a minor and young athlete, therefore she was 

easily suggestible;  

 

q. Plaintiff had never previously heard about any allegations 

in the media regarding sexual assaults or misconduct by 

Defendant Nassar;  

 

r. Plaintiff reasonably relied on the Fraud committed by 

Defendant MSU by their material representations and 

concealment of the true nature of Defendant Nassar’s 

“treatments[s]”and his actions;  

 

s. Plaintiff trusted that the MSU Defendants would protect 

Plaintiff from harm and not hire, employee, and/or retain a 

physician that had, was, or would perform illegitimate 

and/or inappropriate “treatment[s],” engage in 

inappropriate conduct, and/or sexually assault patients, 

students, and/or athletes;  

 

t. Plaintiff were never told by the MSU Defendants that 

Defendant Nassar’s conduct and “treatment[s]” was 

inappropriate and sexual assault; to the contrary Plaintiff 

was told that Defendant Nassar’s conduct and 

“treatment[s]” were appropriate and legitimate 

“treatment[s],” “not sexual abuse,” “medically 

appropriate,” and “[n]ot of a sexual nature” from a “world-

renowned” and “Olympic doctor,” who “knew what he was 

doing” and that Plaintiff, because of her age and 

inexperience with intra-vaginal treatment, pelvic, vaginal 

and/or anal, exams, “didn’t understand the “nuanced 

difference” between sexual assault and an appropriate 

medical procedure;”  
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291. The actions and inactions of the MSU Defendants and Defendant Nassar, as 

described in the preceding paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment.  

292. At all times pertinent to this action, Defendant Nassar was an agent, apparent 

agent, servant, and employee of Defendant MSU and operated within the scope of his 

employment and his Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to the MSU Defendants.  

293. The actions and inactions of the sports medicine trainers, trainers, employees, 

staff, managers, supervisors, and directors of the MSU Defendants, as described in the preceding 

paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment.  

294. At all times pertinent to this action, the sports medicine trainers, trainers, 

employees, staff, managers, supervisors, and directors of Defendant MSU were agents, apparent 

agents, servants, and employees of Defendant MSU and operated within the scope of their 

employment and their Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to Defendant MSU.  

295. At all material times, Plaintiff was entirely free of any negligence contributing to 

the injuries and damages alleged.  

 

C. DEFENDANT USA GYMNASTICS  

 

296. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

297. Plaintiff had a special and fiduciary relationship with Defendant USAG by virtue 

of being a dues paying member with Defendant USAG.  

298. Plaintiff was often under the direct supervision and control of Defendant USAG 

or its agents and was in fact in loco parentis with Defendant USAG while receiving “treatment” 

from Defendant Nassar.  
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299. Oftentimes while training and competing at Defendant USAG sanctioned events, 

Plaintiff was away from their parents and under the complete care, custody, and control of 

Defendant USAG.  

300. Given the special and fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff and Defendant 

USAG, Defendant USAG had an affirmative duty to disclose, and to warn and protect its 

members, including Plaintiff, who sought Defendant Nassar’s medical treatment from sexual 

abuse, assault, and molestation.  

301. Plaintiff was a minor or young female who trusted Defendant USAG who 

recommended Defendant Nassar, to provide them with medical services and who also possessed 

sensitive and confidential information about their health.  

302. Defendant USAG committed Fraudulent Concealment by committing Fraud, as 

described in detail above and below, and making material misrepresentations to Plaintiff 

involving a past or existing fact by:  

a. Making the statement, explaining, that Defendant Nassar’s 

acts and/or conduct were a “new procedure” which 

involved vaginal penetration;  

 

b. Making the statement, referring to Defendant Nassar’s 

conduct, disguised as “treatment,” as a pelvic adjustment;  

 

c. Making the statement, explaining, that Defendant Nassar’s 

acts and/or conduct was “treatment” and that it was the 

same that he performed on Olympic athletes; and 

 

d. Making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff and another 

medical professional that the position of his hand was in an 

appropriate place, when it was not and while he was 

digitally penetrating Plaintiff, all which were made 

contemporaneously and/or shortly after the abrupt, sudden, 

quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by Defendant 

Nassar. 
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303. The material misrepresentations to Plaintiff by Defendant Nassar were false, in 

that he was actually performing them for his own sexual gratification and pleasure evidenced by 

his observed arousal, flushed face, and closing of the eyes during the conduct.  

304. When Defendant Nassar made the material misrepresentations, he knew that they 

were false, in that he knew that the “treatment[s]” were not proper, appropriate, legitimate, 

and/or considered within standard of care by any physician of any specialty and/or sports 

therapist.  

305. Defendant Nassar made the material misrepresentations with the intent that the 

material misrepresentations should be acted upon by Plaintiff, in that Plaintiff:  

a. Would believe that the “treatments” were in fact 

“treatments;”  

 

b. Would believe that the “treatment[s]” were proper, 

appropriate, and legitimate;  

 

c. Would not believe that they had been sexually assaulted;  

 

d. Should not believe that they had been sexually assaulted so 

that he could prevent discovery of his sexual assaults;  

 

e. Would continue the “treatment[s]” so that he could 

continue to sexually assault them;  

 

f. Would not question and/or report the conduct to 

appropriate authorities; and 

 

g. Would not reasonably believe and not be aware of a 

possible cause of action that they have against Defendant 

Nassar and/or Defendant USAG. 

  

306. Plaintiff acted in reliance upon Defendant Nassar’s material misrepresentations, in 

that Plaintiff:  

a. Reasonably believed that the “treatments” were in fact 

“treatments;”  
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b. Reasonably believed that the “treatments” were proper, 

appropriate, and legitimate;  

 

c. Reasonably did not believe that she had been sexually 

assaulted;  

 

d. Believed that she should continue the “treatment[s];” and 

 

e. Did not believe that she should question and/or report the 

conduct to appropriate authorities; and did not reasonably 

believe that she had and was not aware of a possible cause 

of action that she had against Defendant Nassar and/or 

Defendant USAG.  

 

307. Plaintiff thereby suffered injury, in that Plaintiff:  

a. Could not stop the sexual assault;  

 

b. Continued to undergo the “treatment[s]” and sexual 

assaults; and 

 

c. Suffered pain, discomfort, related physical manifestations 

thereof, sleep deprivation, physical illness, vomiting, severe 

emotional distress, shock, humiliation, fright, grief, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, loss of 

familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life, loss of 

earnings and earning capacity; and has required and will 

continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and 

hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair 

caused by Defendants’ actions. 

  

308. Defendant Nassar concealing the fraud by an affirmative acts that were designed 

and planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his 

fraud, in that he:  

a. Positioned himself in a manner in which parents or 

chaperones in the room could not see his conduct, so that 

he could conceal and prevent discovery of his conduct;  

 

b. Prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, 

guardians, and/or caregivers from being in the room during 

examinations and treatments of Plaintiffs so that he could 

sexually assault Plaintiffs;  

 

Case 1:18-cv-01258   ECF No. 1 filed 11/09/18   PageID.63   Page 63 of 119Case 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 64 of 304



 

61 
 

c. Did not abide by or follow the standard and care which 

requires another medical professional, chaperone, parent, 

guardian, and/or caregiver be in the room during the 

examination and treatment of minors and female patients; 

and 

 

d. Did not abide by or follow Defendant USAG’s Code of 

Ethics, Participant Welfare Policy, Safety/Risk 

Management Certification, principles in Gymnastics Risk 

Management Safety Course Handbook, and Prohibited 

Conduct policy, which he was a part of creating by not 

examining patients in the presence of a parent, chaperone, 

guardian, and/or caregiver. 

 

309. By failing to inform its members of the allegations surrounding Defendant Nassar 

which led to his separation from USAG, Defendant USAG suppressed Plaintiff’s discovery of a 

cause of action.  

310. Defendant USAG’s fiduciary relationships with its members creates a duty to 

inform them of prior complaints of sexual abuse by Defendant Nassar, including the reports to 

Defendant USAG’s agent, Geddert, as early as 1998.  

311. The actions and inactions of Defendants USAG and Nassar as described in the 

preceding paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment.  

312. At all times pertinent to this action, Defendant Nassar was an agent, apparent 

agent, servant, and/or employee of Defendant USAG and operated within the scope of his 

employment and his Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to Defendant USAG.  

313. At all material times, Plaintiff were entirely free of any negligence contributing to 

the injuries and damages alleged.  

 

D. DEFENDANT TWISTARS 

 

314. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  
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315. Plaintiff had a special and fiduciary relationship with Defendant Twistars by 

virtue of being a paying participant at gymnastic events organized and held at Defendant 

Twistars’ facility.  

316. Plaintiff was often under the direct supervision and control of Defendant Twistars 

or its agents and were in fact in loco parentis with Defendant Twistars while competing, and 

receiving “treatment” from Defendant Nassar.  

317. Oftentimes while competing in gymnastic events organized and held at Defendant 

Twistars’ facility, Plaintiff was away from her parents and under the complete care, custody, and 

control of Defendant Twistars. 

318. Given the special and fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff and Defendant 

Twistars, Defendant Twistars had an affirmative duty to disclose, and to warn and protect its 

members who sought Defendant Nassar’s medical treatment from sexual abuse, assault, and 

molestation.  

319. Plaintiff was a minor who trusted Defendant Twistars who recommended 

Defendant Nassar to provide her with medical services and who also possessed sensitive and 

confidential information about their health.  

320. Defendant Twistars committed Fraudulent Concealment, as described in detail 

above and below, by concealing that Plaintiff had a cause of action against Defendant Nassar and 

Defendant Twistars at the time his sexual assaults occurred by:  

a. Defendant Nassar making a material misrepresentation to 

Plaintiffs involving a past or existing fact by:  

 

b. Making the statement, explaining, that Defendant Nassar’s 

acts and/or conduct were a “new procedure” which 

involved vaginal penetration;  
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c. Making the statement, referring to Defendant Nassar’s 

conduct, disguised as “treatment,” as a pelvic adjustment;  

 

d. Making the statement, explaining, that Defendant Nassar’s 

acts and/or conduct was “treatment” and that it was the 

same that he performed on Olympic athletes; and 

 

e. Making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff and another 

medical professional that the position of his hand was in an 

appropriate place, when it was not and while he was 

digitally penetrating Plaintiff, all which were made 

contemporaneously and/or shortly after the abrupt, sudden, 

quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by Defendant 

Nassar. 

  

321. The material misrepresentations to Plaintiff by Defendant Nassar were false, in 

that he was actually performing them for his own sexual gratification and pleasure evidenced by 

his observed arousal, flushed face, and closing of the eyes during the conduct.  

322. When Defendant Nassar made the material misrepresentations, he knew that they 

were false, in that he knew that the “treatment[s]” were not proper, appropriate, legitimate, 

and/or considered within standard of care by any physician of any specialty and/or sports 

therapist.  

323. Defendant Nassar made the material misrepresentations with the intent that the 

material misrepresentations should be acted upon by Plaintiff, in that Plaintiff should:  

a. Believe that the “treatments” were in fact “treatments,” 

would believe that the “treatment[s]” were proper, 

appropriate, and legitimate;  

 

b. Would not believe that she had been sexually assaulted;  

 

c. Would not believe that she had been sexually assaulted so 

that he could prevent discovery of his sexual assaults;  

 

d. Would continue the “treatment[s]” so that he could 

continue to sexually assault her;  

 

Case 1:18-cv-01258   ECF No. 1 filed 11/09/18   PageID.66   Page 66 of 119Case 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 67 of 304



 

64 
 

e. Would not question and/or report the conduct to 

appropriate authorities; and 

 

f. Would not reasonably believe and not be aware of a 

possible cause of action that she had against Defendants 

Nassar, USAG, and Twistars.  

 

324. Plaintiff acted in reliance upon Defendant Nassar’s material misrepresentations, in 

that Plaintiff:  

a. Reasonably believed that the “treatments” were in fact 

“treatments;”  

 

b. Reasonably believed that the “treatments” were proper, 

appropriate, and legitimate;  

 

c. Reasonably did not believe that she had been sexually 

assaulted;  

 

d. Believed that she should continue the “treatment[s],”  

 

e. Did not believe that she should question and/or report the 

conduct to appropriate authorities; and 

 

f. Did not reasonably believe that she had and were not aware 

of a possible cause of action that she had against 

Defendants Nassar, USAG, and Twistars. 

  

325. Plaintiff thereby suffered injury, in that Plaintiff: 

a. Could not stop the sexual assault;  

 

b. Continued to undergo the “treatment[s]” and sexual 

assaults; and  

 

c. Suffered pain, discomfort, related physical manifestations 

thereof, sleep deprivation, physical illness, vomiting, severe 

emotional distress, shock, humiliation, fright, grief, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, loss of 

familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life, loss of 

earnings and earning capacity; and has required and will 

continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and 

hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair 

caused by Defendants’ actions.  

 

Case 1:18-cv-01258   ECF No. 1 filed 11/09/18   PageID.67   Page 67 of 119Case 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 68 of 304



 

65 
 

326. Defendant Nassar concealed the fraud by affirmative acts that were designed and 

planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his 

fraud, in that he:  

a. Positioned himself in a manner in which parents or 

chaperones in the room could not see his conduct, so that 

he could conceal and prevent discovery of his conduct;  

 

b. Prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, 

guardians, and/or caregivers from being in the room during 

examinations and treatments of Plaintiff so that he could 

sexually assault Plaintiff;  

 

c. Did not abide by or follow the standard and care which 

requires another medical professional, chaperone, parent, 

guardian, and/or caregiver be in the room during the 

examination and treatment of minors and female patients;  

 

d. Did not abide by or follow Defendant USAG’s Code of 

Ethics, Participant Welfare Policy, Safety/Risk 

Management Certification, principles in Gymnastics Risk 

Management Safety Course Handbook, and Prohibited 

Conduct policy, which he was a part of creating by not 

examining patients in the presence of a parent, chaperone, 

guardian, and/or caregiver; and 

 

e. Did not abide by or follow Defendant Twistars’ Code of 

Ethics, Participant Welfare Policy, Safety/Risk 

Management Certification, principles in Gymnastics Risk 

Management Safety Course Handbook, and Prohibited 

Conduct policy, which he was a part of creating by not 

examining patients in the presence of a parent, chaperone, 

guardian, and/or caregiver. 

 

327. As early as 1998, Defendant Twistars, through its owner and operator had notice 

of Defendant Nassar’s misconduct and propensity to sexually abuse and assault girls and young 

women as described above.  

328. By failing to inform its members of the allegations surrounding Defendant Nassar, 

Defendant Twistars suppressed Plaintiff’s discovery of their cause of action.  
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329. Defendant Twistars’ fiduciary relationships with its members creates a duty to 

inform Plaintiff of prior complaints of sexual abuse by Defendant Nassar, including the reports 

made directly to Geddert prior to Plaintiff’s sexual assault, abuse and molestation in 2015.  

330. The actions and inactions of Defendant Nassar, as described in the preceding 

paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment.  

331. At all times pertinent to this action, Defendant Nassar was an agent, apparent 

agent, servant, and employee of Defendant Twistars and operated within the scope of his 

employment and his Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to Defendant Twistars.  

332. At all material times, Plaintiff was entirely free of any negligence contributing to 

the injuries and damages alleged.  

 

VII. CLAIMS AGAINST THE MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY DEFENDANTS 

  

COUNT I 

 

VIOLATIONS OF TITLE IX 20 U.S.C. §1681(A), ET SEQ. 

AGAINST THE MSU DEFENDANTS 

 

333. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

334. Title IX’s statutory language states, “No person in the United States shall on the 

basis of sex, be … subject to discrimination under any education program or activity receiving 

Federal financial assistance …”59  

335. Plaintiff is a “person” under the Title IX statutory language.  

                                                           
59 20 U.S.C. §1681(a), et seq. See generally, U.S. Dept. of Ed., Office of Civil Rights, Dear Colleague Letter: Sexual 

Violence, April 4, 2011, n. 11 (“Title IX also protects third parties from sexual harassment or violence in a school’s 

education programs and activities.”). Available at https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-

201104.pdf. Last accessed, Feb. 17, 2018. 
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336. Defendant MSU receives federal financial assistance for its education program 

and is therefore subject to the provisions of Title IX of the Education Act of 1972, 20 U.S.C. 

§1681(a), et seq.  

337. Defendant MSU is required under Title IX to investigate allegations of sexual 

assault, sexual abuse, and sexual harassment.  

338. The U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Civil Rights has explained that 

Title IX covers all programs of a school, and extends to sexual harassment and assault by 

employees, students and third parties.60  

339. Defendant Nassar’s actions and conduct were carried out under one of Defendant 

MSU’s programs, which provides medical treatment to students, athletes, and the public.  

340. Defendant Nassar’s conduct and actions toward Plaintiff, that being 

nonconsensual digital vaginal and anal penetration, touching of Plaintiff’s vaginal area, 

unwelcome sexual or otherwise inappropriate sexual or sex-based comments, constitutes sex 

discrimination under Title IX.  

341. As early as 1997/1998, 1999 and/or 2000, an “appropriate person” at Defendant 

MSU had actual knowledge of the sexual assault, abuse, and molestation committed by 

Defendant Nassar.  

342. Specifically, the MSU Defendants were notified about Defendant Nassar’s sexual 

abuse and molestation through:  

a. Defendant Kathie Klages by plaintiffs Larissa Boyce and 

Jane B8 Doe in or around 1997/1998;  

 

                                                           
60 See U.S. Dep’t of Educ. Office for Civil Rights, 2001 Guidance, 2001; see also U.S. Dep’t of Educ. Office for 

Civil Rights, Dear Colleague Letter: Sexual Violence 4 n.11 (Apr. 4, 2011); U.S. Dep’t of Educ. Office for Civil 

Rights, Q&A on Campus Sexual Misconduct 1 n.1 (Sept. 2017) (stating that rulemaking was pending and prior 

guidelines issued should be relied upon to determine compliance). 
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b. Kelli Bert by plaintiff Christie Achenbach in or around 

1999;  

 

c. Defendant Destiny Teachnor-Hauk by Tiffany Thomas 

Lopez in 2000 on more than one occasion;  

 

d. Lianna Hadden by plaintiff Jennifer Rood Bedford between 

approximately 2000 and 2002;  

 

e. Defendant Gary Stollak in 2004 by plaintiff Kyle Stephens; 

and  

 

f. Defendant Jeffrey Kovan in or around 2014 by plaintiff 

Jane D1 Doe.  

 

343. The MSU Defendants were in a position of authority and were required to 

investigate the numerous complaints of sexual abuse made by plaintiffs involving Defendant 

Nassar. 

344. Defendants Klages, Teachnor-Hauk, Stollak, and Kovan’s response to plaintiffs’ 

complaints were clearly unreasonable in light of the known circumstances given that plaintiffs 

made allegations of sexual abuse and sexual assault.  

345. The MSU Defendants failed to carry out their duties to investigate and take 

corrective action under Title IX following plaintiffs Larissa Boyce, Jane B8 Doe, Christie 

Achenbach, Tiffany Thomas Lopez, Jennifer Rood Bedford, Kyle Stephens, and plaintiff Jane 

D1 Doe’s complaints of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation in or around 1997/1998, 1999, 

2000, 2002-2002, 2004, and/or 2014.  

346. In 2014, plaintiff Jane D1 Doe reported she had an appointment with Defendant 

Nassar to address hip pain and was sexually abused and molested by Defendant Nassar when he 

cupped her buttocks, massaged her breast and vaginal area, and he became sexually aroused.61 

                                                           
61 See, At MSU: Assault, harassment and secrecy. Matt Mencarini, December 15, 2016. Available at 

http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2016/12/15/michigan-state-sexual-assault- harassment-larry-

nassar/94993582/, last accessed January 5, 2017. 
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347. Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe reported to Defendant MSU facts which were omitted or 

withheld from the investigative report including but not limited to the following:  

a. Defendant Nassar was sexually aroused while touching her; 

and  

 

b. The appointment with Defendant Nassar did not end until 

she physically removed his hands from her body. 

  

348. Three months after initiating an investigation, in July 2014, the victim’s 

complaints were dismissed and Defendant MSU determined she didn’t understand the “nuanced 

difference” between sexual assault and an appropriate medical procedure and deemed Defendant 

Nassar’s conduct “medically appropriate” and “Not of a sexual nature.”62  

349. Following the investigation, upon information and belief, Defendant Nassar 

became subject to new institutional guidelines, one of which was that Defendant Nassar was not 

to examine or treat patients alone.63  

350. The MSU Defendants failed to supervise or otherwise ensure Defendant Nassar 

complied with the newly imposed institutional guidelines even though the MSU Defendants had 

actual knowledge Defendant Nassar posed a substantial risk of additional sexual abuse to 

females whom he had unfettered access.  

351. After the 2014 complaints, Defendant Nassar continued to sexually assault, abuse, 

and molest plaintiffs, including Plaintiffs in this action.  

352. The MSU Defendants acted with deliberate indifference to known acts of sexual 

assault, abuse, and molestation on its premises by:  

a. Failing to investigate and address plaintiffs Larissa Boyce, 

Jane B8 Doe, Christie Achenbach, Tiffany Thomas Lopez, 

                                                           
 
62 Id. 

 
63 Id. 
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and Jennifer Rood Bedford’s allegations as required by 

Title IX;  

 

b. Failing to adequately investigate and address plaintiff Jane 

D1 Doe’s 2014 complaint regarding Defendant Nassar’s 

conduct; and  

 

c. Failing to institute corrective measures to prevent 

Defendant Nassar from violating and sexually abusing 

other students and individuals, including Plaintiffs.  

 

353. The MSU Defendants acted with deliberate indifference to the allegations of 

sexual assault, abuse, and molestation, and the MSU Defendants’ response was clearly 

unreasonable in light of the known circumstances, Defendant Nassar’s actions with female 

athletes, and his access to young girls and young women, including Plaintiffs.  

354. The MSU Defendants’ deliberate indifference was confirmed by the Department 

of Education’s investigation into Defendant MSU’s handling of sexual assault and relationship 

violence allegations which revealed:  

a. A sexually hostile environment existed and affected 

numerous students and staff on Defendant MSU’s campus;  

 

b. That the University’s failure to address complaints of 

sexual harassment, including sexual violence in a prompt 

and equitable manner caused and may have contributed to a 

continuation of the sexually hostile environment.64  

 

355. The MSU Defendants’ responses were clearly unreasonable as Defendant Nassar 

continued to sexually assault female athletes, including Plaintiffs, until he was discharged from 

the University in 2016.  

                                                           
64 See, Letter from U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights to Michigan State University, September 1, 

2015, OCR Docket #15-11-2098, #15-14-2113. Available at https://www2.ed.gov/documents/press-

releases/michigan-state-letter.pdf, last accessed January 4, 2017. 
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356. Between the dates of approximately 1996 and 2016, the MSU Defendants acted in 

a deliberate, grossly negligent, and/or reckless manner when they failed to reasonably respond to 

Defendant Nassar’s sexual assaults and sex-based harassment of Plaintiffs on and off school 

premises.  

357. The MSU Defendants’ failure to promptly and appropriately investigate and 

remedy and respond to the sexual assaults after they received notice subjected Plaintiffs to 

nonconsensual and unwanted sexual abuse, harassment and molestation by Defendant Nassar, 

effectively denying them proper medical care.  

358. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions. 

 

COUNT II 

 

SEX DISCRIMINATION 42 U.S.C. § 18116 (PATIENT PROTECTION AND AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

§ 1557) AGAINST THE MSU DEFENDANTS 

 

359. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  
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360. Section 1557 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, which is codified 

at 42 U.S.C. § 18116, provides that:  

Except as otherwise provided for in this title (or an amendment 

made by this title), an individual shall not, on the ground 

prohibited under . . . [T]itle IX of the Education Amendments of 

1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.) . . . be excluded from participation 

in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination 

under, any health program or activity, any part of which is 

receiving Federal financial assistance, including credits, subsidies, 

or contracts of insurance, or under any program or activity that is 

administered by an Executive Agency or any entity established 

under this [T]itle (or amendments). The enforcement mechanisms 

provided for and available under . . . [T]itle IX shall apply for 

purposes of violations of this subsection. 

  

361. Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq. prohibit 

sex discrimination in programs that receive Federal financial assistance.  

362. Plaintiff, as a woman has a right under 42 U.S.C. § 18116 to receive health care 

services free from discrimination on the basis of sex.  

363. Plaintiff is an “individual” within the meaning of 42 U.S.C. § 18116.  

364. Defendant MSU receives Federal financial assistance within the meaning of 42 

U.S.C. § 18116 because it receives federal financial assistance such as credits, subsidies, or 

contracts of insurance.65  

365. The MSU Defendants employed the services of Defendant Nassar, doctors, and 

other professional and non-professional health care providers who cared for Plaintiffs and held 

                                                           
65 As long as part of an organization or entity receives federal funding or subsidies of some sort, the entire 

organization is subject to the anti-discrimination requirements of §1557. Rumble v. Fairview Health Services, D. 

Minn.Case No. 0:14-cv-2037, ECF 31 (Page 25 of 63, no PageID)(“Thus, as long as part of an organization or entity 

receives federal funding or subsidies of some sort, the entire organization is subject to the anti-discrimination 

requirements of Section 1557. A potential plaintiff need not seek medical care specifically from the part of the 

organization that receives federal funding.”). Also available at 2015 WL 1197415 * 12. 
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themselves out to the public as competent, careful, and experienced in the care and treatment of 

patients.  

366. Plaintiff sought medical care from Defendant Nassar at the MSU Sports Medicine 

Clinic and Defendant Twistars’ facility.  

367. Plaintiff expected to receive medical care for her injuries without being sexually 

assaulted and without fear of sexual harassment or assault.  

368. Defendant Nassar’s conduct and actions toward Plaintiff, that being 

nonconsensual and assaultive digital vaginal and anal penetration and touching of Plaintiff’s 

vaginal area constitutes sex discrimination under Title IX and 42 U.S.C. § 18116, and otherwise 

denied Plaintiffs the benefits of appropriate medical care.  

369. The MSU Defendants and Defendants Strampel, Kovan, Dietzel, Teachnor-Hauk, 

and Klages knew or should have known of Nassar’s abuse yet failed to take corrective action.  

370. The MSU Defendants are vicariously and/or contractually liable for the actions of 

its principals, employees, agents, and representatives.  

371. The MSU Defendants and Defendants Strampel, Kovan, Dietzel, and Klages 

supervised Defendant Nassar and/or were in a position to take appropriate action upon learning 

of concerns of his misconduct as early as 1997.  

372. The MSU Defendants and Defendants Strampel, Kovan, Dietzel, and Klages are 

directly liable for their failure to train, educate, and supervise Defendant Nassar.  

373. The MSU Defendants and Defendants Strampel, Kovan, Dietzel, and Klages 

failed to properly train and supervise Nassar related to his treatment of Plaintiff and with respect 

to promulgating and enforcing policies and procedures related to patient safety (e.g. use of 

gloves; consent; chaperones, etc.).  
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374. Due to Defendants’ inaction and deliberate indifference, Defendants forced 

Plaintiff to endure unnecessary pain, trauma, humiliation, and duress.  

375. Because of Plaintiff’s sex, Defendants treated Plaintiff with a lack of care, 

dignity, and respect.  

376. The conduct of the MSU Defendants described above constitutes sex 

discrimination against Plaintiff.  

377. The MSU Defendants perpetrated this discrimination with malice, deliberate 

disregard for, or deliberate or reckless indifference to Plaintiff’s rights.  

378. The MSU Defendants’ failure to promptly and appropriately investigate, respond 

to, and remedy the sexual assaults after they received repeated notice of Defendant Nassar’s 

wrongdoing subjected Plaintiff to sexual harassment and sexual assaults as well as a sexually 

hostile environment—effectively denying them access to health programs at MSU, and 

effectively denying them the benefits of appropriate medical care.  

379. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  
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380. Additionally, the actions or inaction of the MSU Defendants was deliberately 

indifferent or so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury 

would result to Plaintiff and constitute gross negligence that is the proximate cause of Plaintiff’s 

damages.  

COUNT III 

 

VIOLATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS 42 U.S.C. § 1983 U.S. CONST., AMEND XIV 

AGAINST MSU DEFENDANTS KLAGES, TEACHNOR-HAUK, STOLLAK, STRAMPEL, KOVAN, 

DIETZEL AND DEFENDANT NASSAR 

 

381. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

382. Plaintiff, as a female, is a member of a protected class under the Equal Protection 

Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution.  

383. Plaintiff enjoys the constitutionally protected Due Process right to be free from 

the invasion of bodily integrity through sexual assault, abuse, or molestation.  

384. At all relevant times the MSU Defendants, including Defendant Nassar were 

acting under color of law, to wit, under color of statutes, ordinances, regulations, policies, 

customs, and usages of the State of Michigan and/or Defendant Michigan State University.  

385. The acts as alleged above amount to a violation of these clearly established 

constitutionally protected rights, of which reasonable persons in the MSU Defendants’ positions 

should have known.  

386. The MSU Defendants have the ultimate responsibility and authority to train and 

supervise their employees, agents, and/or representatives in the appropriate manner of detecting, 

reporting, and preventing sexual abuse, assault, and molestation and as a matter of acts, custom, 

policy, and/or practice, failed to do so with deliberate indifference.  
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387. As a matter of custom, policy, and/or practice, the MSU Defendants had the 

ultimate responsibility and authority to investigate complaints against their employees, agents, 

and representatives from all individuals including, but not limited to Plaintiff, students, visitors, 

faculty, staff, or other employees, agents, and/or representatives, and failed to do so with 

deliberate indifference.  

388. The MSU Defendants had a duty to prevent sexual assault, abuse, and molestation 

on their campus and premises, that duty arising under the above-referenced constitutional rights, 

as well as established rights pursuant to Title IX.  

389. Defendant MSU’s internal policies provide that “[a]ll University employees ... are 

expected to promptly report sexual misconduct or relationship violence that they observe or learn 

about and that involves a member of the University community (faculty, staff or student) or 

occurred at a University event or on University property." They state further: "[t]he employee 

must report all relevant details about the alleged relationship violence or sexual misconduct that 

occurred on campus or at a campus-sponsored event…."  

390. Defendant MSU’s aforementioned internal policies were violated when the MSU 

Defendants took no actions to address the following complaints regarding Defendant Nassar’s 

conduct:  

a. Plaintiffs Larissa Boyce and Jane B8 Doe in or around 

1997/1998;  

 

b. Plaintiff Christie Achenbach in or around 1999;  

 

c. Tiffany Thomas Lopez in 2000 (on more than one 

occasion);  

 

d. Plaintiff Jennifer Rood Bedford between approximately 

2000 and 2002;  

 

e. Plaintiff Kyle Stephens in or around 2004; and  
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f. Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe in or around 2014.  

 

391. The MSU Defendants failure to address plaintiffs Larissa Boyce, Jane B8 Doe, 

Christie Achenbach, Tiffany Thomas Lopez, and Jennifer Rood Bedford, and Kyle Stephens’ 

complaints led to Plaintiff being victimized, sexually assaulted, abused, and molested by 

Defendant Nassar.  

392. Defendants Klages, Teachnor-Hauk, Stollak, Kovan, Dietzel, and Strampel were 

the moving forces or causes of repeated constitutional injuries to Plaintiff based on their failures 

to report, train, supervise, investigate, or otherwise act in response to complaints of Defendant 

Nassar’s conduct.  

393. Additionally, the MSU Defendant’s failure to properly address Jane D1 Doe’s 

2014 complaint regarding Defendant Nassar’s conduct also led to Plaintiff being victimized, 

sexually assaulted, abused and molested by Defendant Nassar.  

394. Ultimately, Defendants failed to adequately and properly investigate the 

complaints of Plaintiff or other similarly-situated individuals including but not limited to failing 

to:  

a. Perform a thorough investigation into improper conduct by 

Defendant Nassar with plaintiffs after receiving complaints 

in 1997/1998, 1999, 2000, between 2000 and 2002, 2004, 

and 2014;  

 

b. Thoroughly review and investigate all policies, practices, 

procedures and training materials related to the 

circumstances surrounding the conduct of Defendant 

Nassar;  

 

c. Recognize sexual assault when reported in 2014 and 

permitting University officials to deem sexual assault as 

“medically appropriate” and “not of a sexual nature;” and 

 

Case 1:18-cv-01258   ECF No. 1 filed 11/09/18   PageID.80   Page 80 of 119Case 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 81 of 304



 

78 
 

d. Ensure all institutional guidelines issued following the 

2014 investigation into Defendant Nassar’s conduct were 

satisfied. 

  

395. As indicated in the U.S. Department of Education Office of Civil Rights report,66 

the MSU Defendants had a culture that permitted a sexually hostile environment to exist 

affecting numerous individuals on Defendant MSU’s campus, including Plaintiffs.  

396. Also indicated in the report was Defendant MSU’s custom, practice, and/or policy 

of failing to address complaints of sexual harassment, including sexual violence in a prompt and 

equitable manner which caused and may have contributed to a continuation of the sexually 

hostile environment.  

397. By failing to prevent the aforementioned sexual assault, abuse, and molestation 

upon Plaintiff, and by failing to appropriately respond to reports of Defendant Nassar’s sexual 

assault, abuse, and molestation in a manner that was so clearly unreasonable it amounted to 

deliberate indifference, the MSU Defendants are liable to Plaintiff pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §1983.  

398. The MSU Defendants are also liable to Plaintiff under 42 U.S.C. §1983 for 

maintaining customs, policies, and practices which deprived Plaintiff of rights secured by the 

Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution in violation of 42 U.S.C. §1983.  

399. The MSU Defendants tolerated, authorized and/or permitted a custom, policy, 

practice or procedure of insufficient supervision and failed to adequately screen, counsel, or 

discipline Defendant Nassar, with the result that Defendant Nassar was allowed to violate the 

rights of persons such as Plaintiff with impunity.  

                                                           
66 See, Letter from U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights to Michigan State University, September 1, 

2015, OCR Docket #15-11-2098, #15-14-2113. Available at https://www2.ed.gov/documents/press-

releases/michigan-state-letter.pdf, last accessed Feb. 17, 2018. 
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400. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions. 

 

COUNT IV 

 

FAILURE TO TRAIN AND SUPERVISE 42 U.S.C. § 1983 AGAINST THE MSU DEFENDANTS AND 

DEFENDANTS KLAGES, KOVAN, DIETZEL, STRAMPEL AND TEACHNOR-HAUK 

 

401. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

402. The MSU Defendants have the ultimate responsibility and authority to train and 

supervise its employees, agents, and/or representatives including Defendant Nassar and all 

faculty and staff regarding their duties toward students, faculty, staff, and visitors.  

403. The MSU Defendants failed to train and supervise its employees, agents, and/or 

representatives including all faculty and staff, regarding the following duties:  

a. Perceive, report, and stop inappropriate sexual conduct on 

campus;  

 

b. Provide diligent supervision over student-athletes and other 

individuals;  
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c. Report suspected incidents of sexual abuse or sexual 

assault;  

 

d. Ensure the safety of all students, faculty, staff, and visitors 

to Defendant MSU’s premises;  

 

e. Provide a safe environment for all students, faculty, staff, 

and visitors to Defendant MSU’s premises free from sexual 

harassment; and  

 

f. Properly train faculty and staff to be aware of their 

individual responsibility for creating and maintaining a safe 

environment.  

 

404. Defendants Klages, Kovan, Dietzel, Teachnor-Hauk, and Strampel had 

supervisory authority over Defendant Nassar.  

405. At all relevant times, Defendant Strampel was the Dean of the College of 

Osteopathic Medicine under which Defendant Nassar worked as an Associate/Assistant 

Professor.  

406. At all relevant times Defendant Kovan was the Chair/Clinic Director of the MSU 

Sports Medicine Clinic under which Defendant Nassar worked as Doctor of Osteopathic 

Medicine, and the Head Team Physician for MSU Athletics under which Defendant Nassar 

worked as Team Physician for the MSU Women’s Gymnastics Team.  

407. At all relevant times Defendant Dietzel was the Chair/Clinic Director for the 

MSU Sports Medicine Clinic under which Defendant Nassar worked as Doctor of Osteopathic 

Medicine. Defendant Dietzel was Defendant Nassar’s direct supervisor for a period of time.  

408. At all relevant times Defendant Teachnor-Hauk was the athletic trainer for 

softball, gymnastics, and rowing. Defendant Nassar worked under Defendant Teachnor-Hauk as 

the Team Physician for the MSU Women’s Gymnastics Team.  
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409. The MSU Defendants’ (including but not limited to Defendants Strampel, Kovan, 

Dietzel, and Teachnor-Hauk) failure to adequately supervise or investigate Defendant Nassar, 

especially after MSU knew or should have known of complaints regarding his nonconsensual 

sexual touching and assaults during “treatments” was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial 

lack of concern for whether an injury would result to Plaintiff.  

410. Following the 2014 Title IX investigation regarding plaintiff Jane D1 Doe, the 

MSU Defendants’ (including but not limited to Defendants Strampel, Kovan and Dietzel) failure 

to inform MSU Sports Medicine Clinic staff of the conditions Defendant Nassar was subject to 

regarding modifying the “procedure,” limiting skin-on-skin contact, having chaperones in the 

room was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would 

result to Plaintiffs.  

411. At no time during or following the investigation did the MSU Defendants or 

Defendants Strampel, Kovan, or Dietzel take any steps to ensure Defendant Nassar was in 

compliance with the guidelines, which was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of 

concern for whether an injury would result to Plaintiff.  

412. The MSU Defendants and Defendants Strampel, Kovan, and Dietzel failed to 

monitor Defendant Nassar in his clinical practice following the investigation, which was so 

reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to 

Plaintiffs.  

413. Prior to and after the investigation, the MSU Defendants and Defendants 

Strampel, Kovan and Dietzel failed to train Defendant Nassar regarding inappropriate touching, 

informed consent, chaperone practices, and medical record charting which was so reckless as to 

demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to Plaintiff.  
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414. The MSU Defendants failed to adequately train coaches, trainers, medical staff, 

and others regarding the aforementioned duties, which led to violations of Plaintiff’s rights.  

415. As a result, the MSU Defendants deprived Plaintiff of rights secured by the 

Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution in violation of 42 U.S.C. §1983.  

416. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  

 

COUNT V 

 

GROSS NEGLIGENCE MCL §691.1407 AGAINST THE MSU DEFENDANTS 

 

 

417. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

418. The MSU Defendants owed Plaintiff a duty to ensure her safety and freedom from 

sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with their employees, representatives, 

and/or agents, including Defendant Nassar.  
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419. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiff a duty of due care in carrying out medical 

treatment as an employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSU Defendants.  

420. By seeking medical treatment from Defendant Nassar in the course of his 

employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants, a special, confidential, and 

fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff and Defendant Nassar was created, resulting in 

Defendant Nassar owing Plaintiff a duty to use due care.  

421. Defendant MSU’s internal policies provide that “[a]ll University employees ... are 

expected to promptly report sexual misconduct or relationship violence that they observe or learn 

about and that involves a member of the University community or occurred at a University event 

or on University property." They state further: "[t]he employee must report all relevant details 

about the alleged relationship violence or sexual misconduct that occurred on campus or at a 

campus-sponsored event...."  

422. Defendant MSU’s aforementioned internal policies were violated when the MSU 

Defendants took no actions to address the following complaints regarding Defendant Nassar’s 

conduct:  

a. Plaintiffs Larissa Boyce and Jane B8 Doe in or around 

1997/1998;  

 

b. Plaintiff Christie Achenbach in or around 1999;  

 

c. Tiffany Thomas Lopez in 2000 (on more than one 

occasion);  

 

d. Plaintiff Jennifer Rood Bedford between approximately 

2000 and 2002;  

 

e. Plaintiff Kyle Stephens in or around 2004; and  

 

f. Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe in or around 2014.  
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423. The MSU Defendants’ failure to address plaintiffs Larissa Boyce, Jane B8 Doe, 

Christie Achenbach, Tiffany Thomas Lopez, and Jennifer Rood Bedford, and Kyle Stephens’ 

complaints led to Plaintiff being victimized, sexually assaulted, abused, and molested by 

Defendant Nassar.  

424. Defendants Klages, Teachnor-Hauk, Stollak, Kovan, Dietzel, and Strampel were 

the moving forces or causes of repeated constitutional injuries to Plaintiff based on their failures 

to report, train, supervise, investigate, or otherwise act in response to complaints of Defendant 

Nassar’s conduct.  

425. Additionally, the MSU Defendant’s failure to properly address Jane D1 Doe’s 

2014 complaint regarding Defendant Nassar’s conduct also led to Plaintiff being victimized, 

sexually assaulted, abused and molested by Defendant Nassar.  

426. The MSU Defendants’ (including but not limited to Defendants Strampel, Kovan, 

Dietzel) failure to supervise or investigate Defendant Nassar, especially after MSU knew or 

should have known of complaints regarding his nonconsensual sexual touching and assaults 

during “treatments” was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether 

an injury would result to Plaintiff.  

427. The MSU Defendants’ (including but not limited to Defendants Klages, Stollak, 

Teachnor-Hauk) failure to report Defendant Nassar to law enforcement or MSU upon receiving 

complaints of sexual abuse was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for 

whether an injury would result to Plaintiff.  

428. Following the 2014 Title IX investigation regarding plaintiff Jane D1 Doe, the 

MSU Defendants’ (including but not limited to Defendants Strampel, Kovan and Dietzel) failure 

to inform MSU Sports Medicine Clinic staff of the conditions Defendant Nassar was subject to 
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regarding modifying the “procedure,” limiting skin-on-skin contact, and having chaperones in 

the room was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury 

would result to Plaintiff.  

429. Defendant Nassar’s conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting 

Plaintiff in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants 

and under the guise of rendering “medical treatment” was so reckless as to demonstrate a 

substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to Plaintiff.  

430. The MSU Defendants’ conduct demonstrated a willful disregard for precautions 

to ensure Plaintiff’s safety.  

431. The MSU Defendants’ conduct as described above, demonstrated a willful 

disregard for substantial risks to Plaintiff.  

432. The MSU Defendants breached their duties owed to Plaintiff and were grossly 

negligent when they conducted themselves by the actions described above, said acts having been 

committed with reckless disregard for Plaintiff’s health, safety, Constitutional and/or statutory 

rights, and with a substantial lack of concern as to whether an injury would result.  

433. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

have suffered and continue to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff have been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

Case 1:18-cv-01258   ECF No. 1 filed 11/09/18   PageID.88   Page 88 of 119Case 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 89 of 304



 

86 
 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  

 

COUNT VI 

 

NEGLIGENCE AGAINST THE MSU DEFENDANTS 

 

434. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

435. The MSU Defendants owed Plaintiff a duty of ordinary care to ensure their safety 

and freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with their employees, 

representatives and/or agents.  

436. By seeking medical treatment from Defendant Nassar in his capacity as an 

employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSU Defendants, a special, confidential, and 

fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff and Defendant Nassar was created, resulting in 

Defendant Nassar owing Plaintiff a duty to use ordinary care.  

437. Plaintiff sought treatment at Defendant MSU’s Sports Medicine Clinic in which 

they paid or were billed for medical treatment and were in a special relationship with the MSU 

Defendants.  

438. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiff a duty of ordinary care.  

439. The MSU Defendants’ failure to adequately train and supervise Defendant Nassar 

breached the duty of ordinary care.  

440. The MSU Defendants had notice through its own employees, agents, and/or 

representatives as early as 1997/1998, again in 1999, 2000, between 2000 and 2002, 2004, and 

again in 2014 of complaints of a sexual nature related to Defendant Nassar’s purported 

“treatments” with young girls and women.  

Case 1:18-cv-01258   ECF No. 1 filed 11/09/18   PageID.89   Page 89 of 119Case 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 90 of 304



 

87 
 

441. The MSU Defendants should have known of the foreseeability of sexual abuse 

with respect to youth and collegiate sports.  

442. The MSU Defendants’ failure to properly investigate, address, and remedy 

complaints regarding Defendant Nassar’s conduct was a breach of ordinary care.  

443. Defendant Nassar’s conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting 

Plaintiff in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants 

was a breach of the duty to use ordinary care.  

444. The MSU Defendants are vicariously liable for the actions of Defendant Nassar as 

described above that were performed during the course of his employment, representation, and/or 

agency with the MSU Defendants and while he had unfettered access to young female athletes 

on MSU’s campus and premises through its College of Osteopathic Medicine and Division of 

Sports Medicine. 

445. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  
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COUNT VII 

 

INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS AGAINST THE MSU DEFENDANTS 

 

446. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

447. The MSU Defendants allowed Defendant Nassar to be in a position where he 

could sexually assault, abuse, and molest children and young adults.  

448. A reasonable person would not expect the MSU Defendants to tolerate or permit 

their employee or agent to carry out sexual assault, abuse, or molestation after they knew or 

should have known of complaints and claims of sexual assault and abuse occurring during 

Defendant Nassar’s “treatments.”  

449. The MSU Defendants held Defendant Nassar in high esteem and acclaim which in 

turn encouraged Plaintiff and others to respect and trust Defendant Nassar and seek out his 

services and to not question his methods or motives.  

450. The MSU Defendants protected Defendant Nassar in part to bolster and sustain 

his national and international reputation in the gymnastics community and Defendant MSU’s 

national reputation.  

451. A reasonable person would not expect the MSU Defendants to be incapable of 

supervising Defendant Nassar and/or preventing Defendant Nassar from committing acts of 

sexual assault, abuse, and molestation.  

452. The MSU Defendants’ conduct as described above was intentional and/or 

reckless.  

453. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 
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distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  

 

COUNT VIII 

 

FRAUD AND MISREPRESENTATION AGAINST THE MSU DEFENDANTS 

 

454. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

455. Specifically, Plaintiff incorporate the allegations above pertaining to Fraudulent 

Concealment.  

456. From approximately 1996 to September 2016, the MSU Defendants represented 

to Plaintiff and the public that Defendant Nassar was a competent and safe physician.  

457. By representing that Defendant Nassar was a team physician and athletic 

physician at Defendant MSU and a National Team Physician with Defendant USAG, the MSU 

Defendants represented to Plaintiff and the public that Defendant Nassar was safe, trustworthy, 

of high moral and ethical repute, and that Plaintiff and the public need not worry about being 

harmed by Defendant Nassar.  
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458. The representations were false when they were made as Defendant Nassar had 

and was continuing to sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiffs and an unknown number of 

other individuals.  

459. The MSU Defendants knew their representations of Defendant Nassar were false 

as plaintiffs Larissa Boyce, Jane B8 Doe, Christie Achenbach, Tiffany Thomas Lopez, Jennifer 

Rood Bedford, Kyle Stephens, and plaintiff Jane D1 Doe’s complained of Defendant Nassar’s 

conduct to the MSU Defendants regarding sexual assault, abuse, and molestation in or around 

1997/1998, 1999, 2000, 2002-2002, 2004, and/or 2014.  

460. Although the MSU Defendants were informed of Defendant Nassar’s conduct 

they failed to investigate, remedy, or in any way address Christie Achenbach or Tiffany Thomas 

Lopez’s complaints.  

461. The MSU Defendants continued to hold Defendant Nassar out as a competent and 

safe physician.  

462. Additional complaints against Defendant Nassar surfaced in 2014, however, 

because of Defendant MSU’s culture which included existence of a sexually hostile environment 

on Defendant MSU’s campus and premises and the University’s failure to address complaints of 

sexual harassment, including sexual violence in a prompt and equitable manner which in turn 

caused and may have contributed to a continuation of the sexually hostile environment, 

Defendant Nassar was permitted to continue employment and sexually abuse, assault, and molest 

Plaintiff.  

463. Between the time of the 2014 complaint and September 2016, the MSU 

Defendants continued to hold Defendant Nassar out as a competent and safe physician.  
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464. Plaintiff relied on the assertions of the MSU Defendants and Plaintiff sought 

treatment from Defendant Nassar in the wake of known concerns and dangers.  

465. In 2015, Plaintiff was subjected to sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as a 

result of the MSU Defendants’ fraudulent misrepresentations regarding Defendant Nassar.  

466. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  

 

COUNT IX 

 

FAILURE TO REPORT CHILD ABUSE MCL 722.621, ET SEQ. AGAINST THE MSU DEFENDANTS 

AND DEFENDANTS KLAGES, STRAMPEL, KOVAN AND STOLLAK 

 

467. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

468. Michigan’s Child Protection Law, MCL 722.621 et seq., establishes mandatory 

reporting guidelines for suspected child abuse or neglect and provides penalties for failure to 

report child abuse or neglect.  
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469. Specifically, MCL 722.623 provides in pertinent part:  

A physician, dentist, physician's assistant, registered dental 

hygienist, medical examiner, nurse, person licensed to provide 

emergency medical care, audiologist, psychologist, marriage and 

family therapist, licensed professional counselor, social worker, 

licensed master's social worker, licensed bachelor's social worker, 

registered social service technician, social service technician, a 

person employed in a professional capacity in any office of the 

friend of the court, school administrator, school counselor or 

teacher, law enforcement officer, member of the clergy, or 

regulated child care provider who has reasonable cause to suspect 

child abuse or child neglect shall make an immediate report to 

centralized intake by telephone, or, if available, through the online 

reporting system, of the suspected child abuse or child neglect.  

 

470. Child abuse is defined as “harm or threatened harm to a child’s health or welfare 

that occurs through nonaccidental physical or mental injury, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, or 

maltreatment, by a parent, a legal guardian, or any other person responsible for the child’s health 

or welfare or by a teacher, a teacher’s aide, or a member of the clergy.” MCL 722.622(g).  

471. Child neglect is defined as “harm or threatened harm to a child’s health or welfare 

by a by a parent, a legal guardian, or any other person responsible for the child’s health or 

welfare that occurs through either of the following: (i) Negligent treatment, including the failure 

to provide adequate food, clothing, shelter, or medical care. (ii) Placing a child at an 

unreasonable risk to the child’s health or welfare by failure of the parent, legal guardian, or any 

other person responsible for the child’s health or welfare to intervene to eliminate that risk when 

that person is able to do so and has, or should have, knowledge of the risk.” MCL 722.622(k).  

472. A person responsible for the child’s health or welfare includes a nonparent. MCL 

722.622(x).  

473. Defendant Nassar was a non-parent adult who was responsible for Plaintiff’s 

health and welfare, had substantial and regular contact with Plaintiffs, had a relationship with 
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many of Plaintiff’s parents, and was not Plaintiff’s parent or a person otherwise related to the 

child. (MCL 722.622(v)).  

474. Under MCL 722.633(1), “A person who is required by this act to report an 

instance of suspected child abuse or neglect and who fails to do so is civilly liable for the 

damages proximately caused by the failure.”  

475. Defendants Strampel (physician), Kovan (physician), Stollak (psychologist), and 

Klages (head coach/administrator), were mandatory reporters during the time Defendant Nassar 

was engaged in child abuse or child neglect. (MCL 722.622(g)).  

476. As established in the allegations throughout this Complaint, Defendants Strampel, 

Kovan, Stollak and Klages had reasonable cause to suspect child abuse or child neglect.  

477. Defendant Strampel, Kovan, Stollak and Klages had a duty to report any instances 

of suspected child abuse or neglect and failed to report.  

478. Defendants Strampel, Kovan, Stollak, and Klages were employed by the MSU 

Defendants during the time Defendant Nassar was engaged in child abuse and child neglect, and 

were acting in the scope and course of their employment when they failed to report any instances 

of suspected child abuse or neglect.  

479. Defendants Strampel, Kovan, Stollak and Klages are directly civilly liable for the 

damages proximately caused by their failure to report any instances of suspected child abuse or 

neglect. The MSU Defendants are vicariously liable for said damages.  

480. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 
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resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  

481. Additionally, the actions or inaction of the Defendants were so reckless as to 

demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to Plaintiff and 

constitutes gross negligence that is the proximate cause of Plaintiff’s damages.  

 

VIII. CLAIMS AGAINST USA GYMNASTICS  

 

COUNT X 

 

GROSS NEGLIGENCE AGAINST DEFENDANT USAG AND DEFENDANT NASSAR 

 

482. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

483. Defendant USAG owed Plaintiff the duty to use due care to ensure her safety and 

freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while being treated by Defendant Nassar 

and Defendant USAG’s employees, representatives and/or agents.  

484. Plaintiff is a member of USAG, participated in USAG sanctioned events, and 

were referred to Defendant Nassar through USAG affiliations.  

485. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiff the duty to use due care in his capacity as an 

employee, representative, and/or agent of Defendant USAG.  

486. By seeking medical treatment from Defendant Nassar in his capacity as an 

employee, agent, and/or representative of Defendant USAG, a special, confidential, and fiduciary 
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relationship between USAG Plaintiffs and Defendant Nassar was created, resulting in Defendant 

Nassar owing Plaintiff a duty to use due care.  

487. Defendant USAG’s failure to adequately supervise Defendant Nassar was so 

reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to 

Plaintiff.  

488. Defendant Nassar’s conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting 

Plaintiff under the guise of rendering medical “treatment” as an employee, representative, and/or 

agent of Defendant USAG was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for 

whether an injury would result to Plaintiff.  

489. Defendant USAG’s conduct demonstrated a willful disregard for necessary 

precautions to reasonably protect Plaintiff’s safety.  

490. Defendant USAG’s conduct as described above, demonstrated a willful disregard 

for substantial risks to Plaintiff.  

491. Defendant USAG breached the duties it owed to Plaintiff and was grossly 

negligent by the actions described above, including but not limited to its failure to notify its 

member athletes as early as 1998, and its failure to notify the MSU Defendants about the reasons 

for Nassar’s separation from Defendant USAG and more broadly the issues surrounding sexual 

abuse in gymnastics and warning signs and reporting requirements. Said acts were committed 

with reckless disregard for USAG Plaintiffs’ health, safety, Constitutional and/or statutory rights, 

and with a substantial lack of concern as to whether an injury would result.  

492. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continue to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 
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disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  

 

COUNT XI 

 

NEGLIGENCE AGAINST DEFENDANT USAG AND DEFENDANT NASSAR 

 

493. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

494. Defendant USAG owed Plaintiffs a duty of ordinary care to ensure their safety 

and freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while being treated by Defendant 

Nassar and Defendant USAG’s employees, representatives and agents.  

495. Plaintiff as members of Defendant USAG had a reasonable expectation that 

Defendant USAG was recommending competent and ethical physicians and trainers for medical 

treatment who would carry out said treatment without sexual assault, abuse, and molestation.  

496. By being a member of Defendant USAG, and by seeking medical treatment from 

Defendant Nassar in his capacity as an employee, agent, and/or representative of Defendant 

USAG, a special, confidential, and fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff and Defendant 

USAG, and Plaintiff and Defendant Nassar was created, resulting in Defendants USAG and 

Nassar owing Plaintiff a duty to use ordinary care.  
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497. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiff a duty of ordinary care in carrying out medical 

treatment.  

498. Defendant USAG’s failure to adequately train, educate and supervise Defendant 

Nassar breached the duty of ordinary care.  

499. Defendant USAG’s failure to properly investigate, address, warn and protect 

Plaintiff and remedy complaints regarding Defendant Nassar’s conduct was a breach of ordinary 

care.  

500. Defendant USAG’s failure to inform Plaintiff of the allegations and concerns 

leading to Defendant Nassar’s separation from Defendant USAG was a breach of ordinary care.  

501. Defendant Nassar’s conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting 

Plaintiff was a breach of the duty to use ordinary care.  

502. Defendant USAG is vicariously liable for the actions of Defendant Nassar as 

described above that were performed during the course of his employment, representation, or 

agency with Defendant USAG and while he had unfettered access to young female athletes. 

503. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 
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have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  

 

COUNT XII 

 

INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS AGAINST DEFENDANT USAG 

 

504. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

505. Defendant USAG allowed Defendant Nassar to be in a position where he could 

sexually assault, abuse, and molest children and young adults.  

506. A reasonable person would not expect Defendant USAG to tolerate or permit their 

employee, agent, or representative to carry out sexual assault, abuse, or molestation.  

507. Defendant USAG held Defendant Nassar in high esteem and acclaim which in 

turn encouraged Plaintiff to respect and trust Defendant Nassar and seek out his services and to 

not question his methods or motives.  

508. Defendants USAG protected Defendant Nassar in part to bolster its national and 

international reputation in the gymnastics community.  

509. A reasonable person would not expect Defendant USAG to be incapable of 

supervising Defendant Nassar and/or preventing Defendant Nassar from committing acts of 

sexual assault, abuse and molestation.  

510. Defendant USAG’s conduct as described above was intentional and/or reckless.  

511. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 
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resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries.  Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  

 

COUNT XIII 

 

FRAUD AND MISREPRESENTATION AGAINST DEFENDANT USAG 

 

512. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

513. Specifically, Plaintiff incorporates the allegations concerning Fraudulent 

Concealment set forth above.  

514. From approximately 1996 to summer 2015, Defendant USAG represented to 

Plaintiff and the public that Defendant Nassar was a competent, ethical, and safe physician.  

515. By representing that Defendant Nassar was a team physician and athletic 

physician at Defendant MSU and a National Team Physician with Defendant USAG, Defendant 

USAG represented to Plaintiff that Defendant Nassar was safe, trustworthy, of high moral and 

ethical repute, and that Plaintiffs need not worry about being harmed by Defendant Nassar.  

516. The representations were false when they were made as Defendant Nassar had 

and was continuing to sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiff and an unknown number of 

other individuals.  
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517. Additionally, Defendant USAG did not contact its members, including Plaintiff, 

or the MSU Defendants, or any other clubs, or organizations affiliated with Defendant Nassar to 

inform them of the allegations and potential harm to Plaintiff.  

518. Plaintiff relied on the assertions of Defendant USAG and Plaintiff sought 

treatment from Defendant Nassar in the wake of known concerns and dangers.  

519. In 2015, Plaintiff were subjected to sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as a 

result of Defendant USAG’s fraudulent misrepresentations regarding Defendant Nassar.  

520. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries.  Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  

 

IX. CLAIMS AGAINST TWISTARS 

 

COUNT XIV 

 

GROSS NEGLIGENCE AGAINST DEFENDANTS TWISTARS 

 

521. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

Case 1:18-cv-01258   ECF No. 1 filed 11/09/18   PageID.103   Page 103 of 119Case 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 104 of 304



 

101 
 

522. Defendant Twistars owed Plaintiff a duty to use due care to ensure their safety 

and freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with Defendant 

Nassar and Defendant Twistar’s employees, representatives and/or agents.  

523. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiff a duty to use due care as an employee, 

representative, and/or agent of Defendant Twistars.  

524. By seeking medical treatment during gymnastic competitions held at Defendant 

Twistars from Defendant Nassar in his capacity as an employee, agent, and/or representative of 

Defendant Twistars, a special, confidential, and fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff and 

Defendant Twistars, and Plaintiff and Defendant Nassar was created, resulting in Defendants 

Twistars and Nassar owing Plaintiff a duty to use due care.  

525. Plaintiff relied on Defendants Twistars to provide employees and agents that 

would use reasonable care and skill and not cause her harm.  

526. Given the known sexual abuse which had taken place in youth sports including 

gymnastics and the reasonable foreseeability that harm may occur to athletes, Defendant 

Twistars not only referred athletes to Defendant Nassar but also failed to adequately supervise 

Defendant Nassar on Twistars’ premises.  Defendant Twistars’ actions were so reckless as to 

demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to Plaintiff.  

527. Defendant Nassar’s conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting 

Plaintiff in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of Defendant Twistars 

and under the guise of rendering medical “treatment” as an employee, representative, and/or 

agent of Defendant Twistars was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for 

whether an injury would result to Plaintiff.  
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528. Defendant Twistars’ conduct demonstrated a willful disregard for precautions to 

ensure the Plaintiff’s safety.  

529. Defendant Twistars’ conduct as described above, demonstrated a willful disregard 

for substantial risks to Plaintiff.  

530. Defendant Twistars breached the duties owed to Plaintiff and was grossly 

negligent by the actions described above, said acts having been committed with reckless 

disregard for Plaintiff’s health, safety, Constitutional and/or statutory rights, and with a 

substantial lack of concern as to whether an injury would result.  

531. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries.  Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  

 

COUNT XV 

 

NEGLIGENCE AGAINST DEFENDANT TWISTARS 

 

532. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  
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533. Defendant Twistars owed Plaintiff the duty of ordinary care to ensure her safety 

and freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation.  

534. In recommending Defendant Nassar with knowledge of Defendant Nassar’s 

conduct, Defendant Twistars breached its duty of ordinary care to Plaintiff and the public.  

535. Plaintiff, who attended and competed in USAG sanctioned meets sponsored by 

Defendant Twistars and received treatment from Defendant Nassar at said events, had a 

reasonable expectation that Defendant Nassar would carry out medical treatment without 

subjecting her to sexual assault, abuse, or molestation and that Defendant Twistars would 

reasonably supervise Defendant Nassar.  

536. By seeking medical treatment from Defendant Nassar, a special, confidential, and 

fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff and Defendant Nassar and Plaintiff and Defendant 

Twistars was created, resulting in Defendant Nassar owing Plaintiff a duty to use ordinary care.  

537. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiff a duty of ordinary care in carrying out medical 

treatment at Defendants Twistars’ facility.  

538. Defendant Twistars’ failure to adequately train, educate and supervise Defendant 

Nassar while he was at its facility breached the duty of ordinary care.  

539. Defendant Nassar’s conduct at Defendant Twistars’ facility, in sexually 

assaulting, abusing, and molesting Plaintiff in the course of and under the guise of rendering 

medical “treatment” was a breach of the duty to use ordinary care.  

540. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 
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resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  

 

COUNT XVI 

 

INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS AGAINST DEFENDANT TWISTARS 

 

541. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

542. Defendant Twistars allowed Defendant Nassar to be in a position where he could 

sexually assault, abuse, and molest children and young adults at its facility and other places.  

543. A reasonable person would not expect Defendant Twistars to tolerate or permit 

their employee, agent, or representative to carry out sexual assault, abuse, or molestation.  

544. Defendant Twistars held Defendant Nassar in high esteem and acclaim which in 

turn encouraged Plaintiff and others to respect and trust Defendant Nassar, seek his services, and 

to not question his methods or motives.  

545. Defendant Twistars protected Defendant Nassar in part to bolster and sustain his 

national and international reputation in the gymnastics community, and Defendant Twistars’ 

reputation in the gymnastics community, which resulted in monetary gain for the facility.  

546. A reasonable person would not expect Defendant Twistars to be incapable of 

supervising Defendant Nassar and/or preventing Defendant Nassar from committing acts of 

sexual assault, abuse, and molestation on their premises and at their facility.  
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547. Defendant Twistars’ conduct as described above was intentional and/or reckless.  

548. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  

 

COUNT XVII 

 

FRAUD AND MISREPRESENTATION AGAINST DEFENDANT TWISTARS 

 

549. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

550. Specifically, Plaintiff incorporates the allegations concerning Fraudulent 

Concealment set forth above.  

551. From approximately 1996 to September 2016, Defendant Twistars represented to 

the Plaintiff that Defendant Nassar was a competent, ethical, and safe physician.  

552. By representing that Defendant Nassar was a team physician and athletic 

physician at Defendant MSU and a National Team Physician with Defendant USAG, Defendant 

Twistars represented to Plaintiff that Defendant Nassar was safe, trustworthy, of high moral and 

ethical repute, and that Plaintiff need not worry about being harmed by Defendant Nassar.  
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553. The representations were false as Defendant Nassar had and was continuing to 

sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiff and an unknown number of individuals at Defendant 

Twistars’ facility.  

554. Plaintiff relied on the assertions of Defendant Twistars and sought treatment from 

Defendant Nassar in the wake of known concerns and dangers.  

555. Plaintiff was subjected to sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as a result of 

Defendant Twistars’ fraudulent misrepresentations regarding Defendant Nassar.  

556. Because of the special relationship between Twistars Plaintiff and Defendant 

Twistars, Defendant Twistars had an affirmative duty to disclose, warn, and protect Plaintiff.  

557. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries.  Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  
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X. CLAIMS AGAINST NASSAR 

 

COUNT XVIII 

 

GROSS NEGLIGENCE AGAINST DEFENDANT NASSAR 

 

558. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

559. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiff a duty to use due care to ensure their safety and 

freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation. 

560.  By seeking medical treatment from Defendant Nassar, a special, confidential, and 

fiduciary relationship was created with Plaintiff, resulting in Defendant Nassar owing Plaintiff a 

duty to use due care. 

561. Plaintiff relied on Defendant Nassar to use reasonable care and skill and not cause 

her harm. 

562. Defendant Nassar’s conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting 

Plaintiff under the guise of rendering medical “treatment” was so reckless as to demonstrate a 

substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to Plaintiff. 

563. Defendant Nassar’s conduct as described above, demonstrated a willful disregard 

for Plaintiff safety.  

564. Defendant Nassar breached the duties owed to Plaintiff and was grossly negligent 

by the actions described above, said acts having been committed with reckless disregard for 

Plaintiff’s health, safety, Constitutional and/or statutory rights, and with a substantial lack of 

concern as to whether an injury would result.  

565. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendant Nassar’s actions and/or inactions, 

Plaintiff has suffered and continue to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, 
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emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress 

disorder resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep 

disorders, nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff has been prevented 

and will continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning 

capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and 

hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  

 

COUNT XIX 

 

NEGLIGENCE AGAINST DEFENDANT NASSAR 

 

566. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

567. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiff the duty of ordinary care to ensure their safety 

and freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation.  

568. Plaintiff sought medical treatment from Defendant Nassar.  In so doing, Plaintiff 

had a reasonable expectation that Defendant Nassar would carry out medical treatment without 

subjecting Plaintiff to sexual assault, abuse, or molestation.  

569. By seeking medical treatment from Defendant Nassar, a special, confidential, and 

fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff and Defendant Nassar was created, resulting in 

Defendant Nassar owing Plaintiff a duty to use ordinary care.  

570. Defendant Nassar’s conduct at Defendant Twistars’ facility, in sexually 

assaulting, abusing, and molesting Plaintiff in the course of and under the guise of rendering 

medical “treatment” was a breach of the duty to use ordinary care.  
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571. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant Nassar’s actions and/or 

inactions, Plaintiff has suffered and continue to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, 

shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of 

self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress 

disorder resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep 

disorders, nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff has been prevented 

and will continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning 

capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and 

hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  

 

COUNT XX 

 

ASSAULT & BATTERY AGAINST DEFENDANT NASSAR 

 

572. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

573. The acts committed by Defendant Nassar against Plaintiff described herein 

constitute assault and battery, actionable under the laws of Michigan.  

574. Defendant Nassar committed nonconsensual sexual acts which resulted in harmful 

or offensive contact with Plaintiff.  

575. Specifically, Defendant Nassar committed acts which caused injury to Plaintiff by 

subjecting them to an imminent battery and/or intentional invasions of their rights to be free from 

offensive and harmful contact, and said conduct demonstrated that Defendant Nassar had a 

present ability to subject Plaintiff to an immediate, intentional, offensive and harmful touching.  
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576. Defendant Nassar assaulted and battered Plaintiff by nonconsensual and unwanted 

digital vaginal and anal penetration and touching of Plaintiff’s vaginal area without notice or 

explanation of the “treatment.”  

577. Plaintiff did not consent to the contact, which caused injury, damage, loss, and/or 

harm.  

578. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continue to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions.  

 

COUNT XXI 

 

INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 

AGAINST DEFENDANT NASSAR 

 

579. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

580. Defendant Nassar used his authority and position with Defendants MSU and 

USAG to sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiff, and an unknown number of other 

individuals, minors, and young adults.  
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581. Defendant Nassar in committing acts of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as 

described above under the guise of medical “treatment” exhibited conduct that is extreme, 

outrageous and/or reckless in nature.  

582. A reasonable person would not expect their physician to sexually assault, abuse, 

or molest them, and to do so under the guise of medical “treatment” without proper notice or 

explanation, and without giving the patient the opportunity to refuse “treatment” of that nature.  

583. Defendant Nassar’s conduct was intentional and reckless as he repeatedly 

sexually assaulted, abused, and molested Plaintiffs over several years, from approximately 1996 

to 2016.  

584. Defendant Nassar’s conduct has caused and continues to cause Plaintiff to suffer 

emotional and psychological distress.  

585. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continue to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions. 
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COUNT XXII 

 

FRAUD AND MISREPRESENTATION AGAINST DEFENDANT NASSAR 

 

586. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

587. Specifically, Plaintiff incorporates the allegations concerning Fraudulent 

Concealment set forth above.  

588. From approximately 1996 to September 2016, Defendant Nassar represented to 

Plaintiff and the public that he was a competent, ethical, and safe physician.  

589. By representing that he was a team physician and athletic physician at Defendant 

MSU and a National Team Physician with Defendant USAG, Defendant Nassar represented to 

Plaintiff and the public that he was safe, trustworthy, of high moral and ethical repute, and that 

Plaintiff and the public need not worry about being harmed by him.  

590. The representations were false when they were made as Defendant Nassar had 

and was continuing to sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiff and an unknown number of 

individuals at MSU, Twistars’ facilities, USAG meets, and other locations.  

591. Specifically, Defendant Nassar’s false representations included but were not 

limited to the following:  

a. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or 

conduct were a “new procedure” which involved vaginal 

penetration;  

 

b. Making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as 

“treatment,” as a pelvic adjustment;  

 

c. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or 

conduct was “checking your sternum;”  

 

d. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or 

conduct was doing a “breast exam;”  
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e. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or 

conduct was “treatment” and that it was the same that he 

performed on Olympic athletes;  

 

f. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or 

conduct was “attempting to manipulate [their] ribs;” and  

 

g. Making a statement, explaining to plaintiffs and another 

medical professional that the position of his hand was in an 

appropriate place, when it was not and while he was 

digitally penetrating the plaintiffs, all which were made 

contemporaneously and/or shortly after the abrupt, sudden, 

quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by Defendant 

Nassar.  

 

592. The material misrepresentation(s) to Plaintiff were false, in that Defendant Nassar 

was actually engaging in conduct for his own sexual gratification and pleasure evidenced by his 

observed arousal, flushed face, and closing of the eyes during the conduct.  

593. Plaintiff relied on the assertions of Defendant Nassar and Plaintiff continued to 

seek treatment of Defendant Nassar even after Defendant Nassar became aware of concerns and 

complaints of his “treatment.”  

594. When Defendant Nassar made the material misrepresentations, he knew that they 

were false, in that he knew that the “treatments” were not proper, appropriate, legitimate, and/or 

considered within standard of care by any physician of any specialty and/or sports therapist.  

595. Defendant Nassar made the material misrepresentations with the intent that the 

material misrepresentation(s) should be acted and/or relied upon by Plaintiff, in that Plaintiff:  

a. Would believe that the “treatments” were in fact 

“treatments”;  

 

b. Would believe that the “treatments” were proper, 

appropriate, and legitimate;  

 

c. Would not believe that she had been sexually assaulted;  
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d. Would not believe that she had been sexually assaulted so 

that he could prevent discovery of his sexual assaults; 

should continue the “treatments” so that he could continue 

to sexually assault her; 

 

e. Would not question and/or report the conduct to 

appropriate authorities; and 

 

f. Would not reasonably believe and not be aware of a 

possible cause of action that she had against Defendant 

Nassar and/or Defendant MSU.  

 

 

596. Defendant Nassar concealed the fraud by an affirmative acts that were designed 

and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of 

his fraud, in that he:  

a. Positioned himself in a manner in which parents or 

chaperones in the room could not see his conduct, so that 

he could conceal and prevent discovery of his conduct;  

 

b. Prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, 

guardians, and/or caregivers from being in the room during 

some examinations and treatments of Plaintiff so that he 

could sexually assault Plaintiff;  

 

c. Did not abide by or follow the standard and care which 

requires another medical professional, chaperone, parent, 

guardian, and/or caregiver be in the room during the 

examination and treatment of minors and female patients; 

and  

 

d. Did not abide by or follow restrictions that had been put 

into place in 2014 by Defendant MSU restricting his 

examination and treatment of patients only with another 

person in the room.  

 

597. The actions and inactions of Defendant Nassar, as described in the preceding 

paragraphs, constituted fraud.  

598. Plaintiff was subjected to sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as a result of 

Defendant Nassar’s fraudulent misrepresentations.  
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599. At all times pertinent to this action, Defendant Nassar was an agent, apparent 

agent, servant, and employee of the MSU Defendants, USAG, and Twistars, and operated within 

the scope of his employment and agency, and thus and his negligence is imputed to all 

Defendants.  

600. At all relevant times, Plaintiff was entirely free of any negligence contributing to 

the injuries and damages alleged.  

601. As a direct and/or proximate result Defendants’ actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff has been prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing their daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, and have sustained and continues to sustain a loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants’ actions. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests this Court enter a Judgment in Plaintiff’s 

favor against all named Defendants in an amount consistent with the proofs of trial, together with 

all damages, including but not limited to compensatory, special, exemplary and/or punitive 

damages, in whatever amount Plaintiff is entitled, including reasonable attorney fees, interest and 

costs as provided by law. 
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DATED:  November 9, 2018   GRUEL MILLS NIMS & PYLMAN PLLC 

 

 

 

      By:___Thomas R. Behm_____________________ 

       Thomas R. Behm (P40073) 

       Attorney for Plaintiff 

       99 Monroe Avenue, N.W., Suite 800 

       Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

       (616) 235-5500 – Telephone 

       (616) 235-5550 – Facsimile 

       trbehm@gmnp.com – E-mail 

 

 

JURY DEMAND 

  

Plaintiff, by and through her attorneys, Gruel Mills Nims & Pylman PLLC, hereby 

demands trial by jury on all issues so triable. 

DATED:  November 9, 2018   GRUEL MILLS NIMS & PYLMAN PLLC 

 

 

 

      By:___Thomas R. Behm_____________________ 

       Thomas R. Behm (P40073) 

       Attorney for Plaintiff 

       99 Monroe Avenue, N.W., Suite 800 

       Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

       (616) 235-5500 – Telephone 

       (616) 235-5550 – Facsimile 

       trbehm@gmnp.com – E-mail 

Case 1:18-cv-01258   ECF No. 1 filed 11/09/18   PageID.119   Page 119 of 119Case 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 120 of 304



EXHIBIT 2 

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 121 of 304



1 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN  SOUTHERN DIVISION 

JANE DOE 04 

Plaintiff  
vs.  Case No.  

Hon. 
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY; 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF MICHIGAN 
STATE UNIVERSITY;  
LAWRENCE GERARD NASSAR, D.O., and  
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY SPORTS  
MEDICINE CLINIC and USA GYMNASTICS, INC. 

Defendants 
_____________________________________________________________________  

LOUIS G. COREY (P34377) 
Attorney for Plaintiff  
401 N. Main Street  
Royal Oak, Michigan  48067 
(248) 548-9700  
_____________________________________________________________________   

COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

NOW COMES Plaintiff, Jane Doe 04, by and through her attorneys, THE COREY 

LAW FIRM, and for her Complaint against the defendants state as follows: 

I. PRELIMINARY STATEMENT AND INTRODUCTION 

1. This is a civil action for declaratory, injunctive, equitable, and monetary 

relief for injuries lt of the acts, conduct, and 

omissions of Lawrence Nassar, D.O. , 

agents relating to sexual assault, abuse, molestation, and nonconsensual sexual 

touching and harassment by defendant Nassar against Jane Doe 04. 

Ý¿» ïæïèó½ªóððíéé   ÛÝÚ Ò±ò ï º·´»¼ ðìñðíñïè   Ð¿¹»×Üòï   Ð¿¹» ï ±º èëCase 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 122 of 304



2 

2. Plaintiff is a young athlete participating in gymnastics.

3. Defendant Nassar came highly recommended to plaintiff as a renowned 

orthopedic sports medicine physician, purportedly well-respected in the sports medicine 

community, specifically in the gymnastics community as the Team Physician for the 

United States Gymnastics Team. 

4. Plaintiff Jane Doe 04 had no reason to suspect Defendant Nassar was 

anything other than a competent and ethical physician. 

5. From approximately 1996 to 2016 Defendant Nassar worked for Michigan 

State University in various positions and capacities. 

6. From 1986 to approximately 2015 Defendant Nassar also worked for USA 

Gymnastics in various positions and capacities. 

7. For over 20 years, Defendant Nassar had unfettered access to young 

female athletes through the Sports Medicine Clinic at MSU and through his involvement 

with USAG. 

8. t appointments, Defendant Nassar would give 

some patients gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, leotards, and other items, some with 

USAG logos and others without. 

9. From 2012 through 2016 under the guise of treatment, Defendant Nassar 

sexually assaulted, abused and molested Jane Doe 04, by nonconsensual vaginal and 

anal digital penetration and without the use of gloves or lubricant. 

10. Plaintiff was seeking treatment for athletic injuries involving her wrists and 

back. 

11. These assaults were carried out at Michigan State Sports Medicine Clinic. 

12. The age of plaintiff at the time of the assaults was 15  19 years of age. 
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13. In 1999 an MSU student (Plaintiff Jane A 19 Doe to case No. 1:17-cv-

00029) athlete reported to trainers and her coach, who were employees of MSU, 

concerns about D ,

any action in response to her complaint. 

14. In 2000 Jane TT Doe,  another MSU student athlete, reported to trainers 

concerns about D ,

take any action in response to her complaint. 

15. Many patients were seen alone with only the individual patient and 

Defendant Nassar in the room without chaperones. 

16. At other times, Defendant Nassar would position himself in a manner in 

which parents or chaperones in the room could not see his conduct. 

17. Because MSU took no action to investigate the 1999 or 2000 complaints 

and took no corrective action from 2000 to 2016, under the guise of treatment, plaintiff 

also sexually assaulted, abused and molested by defendant Nassar by nonconsensual    

vaginal and anal digital penetration and without the use of gloves or lubricant. 

18. While most victims were assaulted at MSU, other victims were assaulted 

at USAG-sanctioned 

19. The ages of the patients assaulted from 2000 to 2016 ranged from 9 to 29 

years old. 

20. conduct surfaced in 

2014.  A victim reported she had an appointment with defendant Nassar to address hip 

pain and was sexually abused and molested by defendant Nassar when he cupped her 

buttocks and massaged her breast and vaginal areas and became sexually aroused. 
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21. Upon information and belief, defendant MSU investigated the 2014 

complaints through their Office of Institutional Equity, and although the victim reported 

to defendant MSU certain facts, some were omitted from the investigative report 

including but not limited to the following: 

a. Defendant Nassar was sexually aroused while touching her; 

b. The appointment with defendant Nassar did not end until she 
physically removed his hands from her body. 

22. Three months after initiating the investigat

.

23. Defendant Nassar continued to treat patients alone. 

24. Following the investigation, between approximately 2015 and 2016 plaintiff 

was sexually assaulted by Defendant Nassar. 

25. Through his position with MSU, his notoriety, and support by USAG, 

Defendant Nassar used his position of authority as a medical professional to abuse 

plaintiff without any reasonable supervision by MSU or USAG. 

26. Defendant Nassar carried out these acts without fully explaining the 

 or obtaining consent of plaintiff. 

27. All of D

providing medical care at his office at Michigan State University. 

28. The failure to give proper notice or to obtain consent for the purported 

plaintiff .

29. Defendant Nassar used his position of trust and confidence in an abusive 

manner causing plaintiff to suffer a variety of injuries including but not limited to shock, 
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humiliation, emotional distress, and related physical manifestations thereof, including 

but not limited to embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, and loss of enjoyment 

of life. 

30. In September 2016, a story was published regarding a complaint filed with 

31. Following the September 2016 publication, other victims began coming 

forward after recognizing that they were victims of sexual abuse at a time when most of 

them were minors. 

32. Plaintiff has been forced to relive the trauma of the sexual assault. 

33. In summer 2015, USAG relieved Defendant Nassar of his duties after 

becoming aware of concerns about his actions, yet USAG failed to inform Michigan 

State University of the circumstances of his dismissal. 

34. As early as 1999, representatives of Michigan State University were made 

aware of D o appropriately respond to allegations, 

resulting in the sexual assault, abuse, and molestation of patients through 

approximately 2016. 

35. 

after the sexual assault, abuse, and molestation of patients was in violation of Title IX of 

the Education Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq., 42 U.S.C. § 1983, as 

well as other Federal and State laws. 

36. Defendant Nassar and 

their negligence in retaining defendant Nassar was in violation of Michigan state 

common law. 
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37. In late November 2016, Defendant Nassar was arrested and charged in 

Ingham County, Michigan, on three charges of first-degree criminal sexual conduct with 

a person under 13. 

38. In mid-December 2016, Defendant Nassar was indicted, arrested, and 

charged in Federal Court in Grand Rapids, Michigan, on charges of possession of child 

pornography. 

39. On February 22, 2017, Defendant Nassar was arraigned on 22 counts of 

first degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13 years old, and 14 counts of 

third degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13 years old in Ingham 

County, Michigan, and Eaton County, Michigan.  Rachael Denhollander is among the 

victims identified in the most recent state criminal charges. 

40. The acts, conduct, and omissions of Defendants Michigan State University 

and USA Gymnastics, and their policies, customs, and practices with respect to 

investigating sexual assault allegations severely compromised the safety and health of 

plaintiff and an unknown number of individuals, and have resulted in repeated instances 

of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation of plaintiff by defendant Nassar, which has 

been devastating for plaintiff and her family. 

41. 

physician-on-patient sexual assault, abuse, and molestation. 

II. JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

42. This action is brought pursuant to Title IX of the Educational Amendments 

of 1972, 20 U.S.C. § 1681, et seq., as more fully set forth herein. 
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43. This is also an action to redress the deprivation of P

the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 

1983. 

44. Subject matter jurisdiction is founded upon 28 U.S.C. §1331 which 

provides the district court with jurisdiction over all civil actions arising under the 

Constitution, laws and treaties of the United States. 

45. Subject matter jurisdiction is also founded upon 28 U.S.C. § 1343 which 

gives district courts original jurisdiction over any civil actions authorized by law to be 

brought by any person to redress the deprivation, under color of any state law, statute, 

ordinance, regulation, custom or usage, of any right, privilege or immunity secured by 

the Constitution of the United States or by any act of Congress providing for equal rights 

of citizens or of all persons within the jurisdiction of the United States, and any civil 

action to recover damages or to secure equitable relief under any Act of Congress 

providing for the protection of civil rights. 

46. Plaintiff further invokes the supplemental jurisdiction of this Court, 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367(a) to hear and decide claims arising under state law that 

are so related to the claims within the original jurisdiction of this Court that they form 

part of the same case or controversy. 

47. The claims are cognizable under the United States Constitution, 42 U.S.C. 

§ 1983, 20 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq., and under Michigan Law. 

48. The events giving rise to this lawsuit occurred in Ingham County, 

Michigan, which sits in the Southern Division of the Western District of Michigan. 
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49. Venue is proper in the United States District Court for the Western District 

of Michigan, pursuant to  28 U.S.C. § 1391(b)(2), in that this is the judicial district in 

which the events giving rise to the claim occurred. 

50. Because Michigan State University is a public university organized and 

existing under the laws of the state of Michigan, and the Michigan statutory law requires 

parties to file a Notice of Intent to File Claim in order to maintain any action against the 

State, in satisfaction of M.C.L. § 600.6431 plaintiff filed a Notice of Intent to File Claim 

with the Michigan Court of Claims. 

III. PARTIES AND KEY INDIVIDUALS 

51. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

52. Plaintiff s name has been withheld from this Complaint to protect her 

identity. 

53. Plaintiff Jane Doe 04 is a resident of the State of Michigan. 

54. 

and is a resident of the State of Michigan. 

55. 

at all times relevant and continues to be a public university organized and existing under 

the laws of the state of Michigan. 

56. Defendant MSU receives federal financial assistance and is therefore 

subject to Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C. § 1681(a). 

57. Defendant Michigan State University Sports Medicine Clinic (hereinafter 

is a medical practice of Michigan State University. 
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58. Defendant Board of Trustees of Michigan State University (hereinafter, 

Michigan State University Medicine. 

59. Defendants MSU, MSU Med, and MSU Trustees are hereinafter 

collectively referred to as the MSU Defendants. 

60. Lou Anna K. Simon is the former President of Defendant MSU, appointed 

in approximately January 2005 and serving in that position until announcing her 

resignation on January 24, 2018.  Prior to her appointment as President, Ms. Simon 

held several administrative roles including assistant provost for general academic 

administration, associate provost and provost and vice president for academic affairs 

during her career with MSU. 

61 M. Peter McPherson is the immediate Past President of Defendant MSU, 

and served as President from approximately 1993-2004. 

62. William D. Strampel, D.O. is the Dean of the College of Osteopathic 

Medicine at Michigan State University, serving in that capacity since approximately April 

2002 and as Acting Dean between December 2001 and April 2002. 

63. Jeffrey R. Kovan, D.O. is or was the Director of Division of Sports 

Medicine at Michigan State University. 

64. Brooke Lemmen, D.O. is or was a practicing physician with MSU Sports 

Medicine from approximately 2010 to 2017. 

65. Defendant United States 

conduct business and conducting business throughout the United States, including but 

not limited to  Michigan. 
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66. Steve Penny is the immediate past president and Chief Executive Officer 

of Defendant USAG (named in approximately April 2015), who was responsible for the 

overall management and strategic planning of Defendant USAG. 

67. Robert Colarossi is the past president of Defendant USAG and held the 

position from approximately 1998 to 2005, and during that time was responsible for the 

overall management and strategic planning of Defendant USAG. 

68. Bela Karolyi is a former Romanian gymnastics coach who defected to the 

Defendant USAG and trained elite level USAG member gymnasts at a facility operated 

in the State of Texas. 

69. Martha Karolyi, the wife of Bela Karolyi who also defected to the United 

supervision of the facility operated in the State of Texas where she and her husband 

trained elite level USAG member gymnasts. 

70. Martha Karolyi is the immediate past National Team Coordinator for 

Defendant USAG. 

71. The Karolyi Ranch as referenced herein refers to the facility located in 

Huntsville, Texas also known at the USAG National Team Training Center and/or any of 

the following business entities, believed to be incorporated in the state of Texas: Karolyi 

IV. COMMON ALLEGATIONS 

72. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 
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73. At all relevant times, Defendant Nassar maintained an office at MSU in 

East Lansing, Michigan. 

74. At all times relevant, Defendants MSU, MSU Med, MSU Trustees and 

Nassar were acting under color of law, to wit, under color of statutes, ordinances, 

regulations, policies, customs, and usages of the State of Michigan and/or Defendant 

Michigan State University. 

75. At all relevant times, including the years 1996 to 2016, Defendant Nassar 

was acting in the course and scope of his employment or agency with Defendant MSU. 

76. At all relevant times, including the years 1996 to 2015, Defendant Nassar 

was acting in the scope of his employment or agency with Defendant USAG. 

77. Defendant Nassar graduated from Michigan State University with a Doctor 

of Osteopathic Medicine degree in approximately 1993. 

78. Defendant Nassar was employed by and/or an agent of Defendant USAG 

from approximately 1986 to 2015, serving in various positions including but not limited 

to: 

a. Certified Athletic Trainer; 

b. Osteopathic Physician: 

c. National Medical Director; 

d. National Team Physician, USA Gymnastics; 

e. 
Gymnastics National Team. 

79. Defendant Nassar was employed by Defendant MSU from approximately 

1996 to 2016 in various positions including but not limited to: 

a. 
Department of Radiology, College of Osteopathic Medicine; 
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b. Team P
Gymnastics Team;

c. 
Field Team; 

d. Team Physician, Defendant MSU
Team; 

e. hletics; 

f. 
Performing Arts; 

g. Advisor, Student Osteopathic Association of Sports Medicine. 

80. As a part 

Defendant MSU, Defendant Nassar was responsible for spending between 50 to 70% of 

.

81. ical treatment to 

athletes affiliated with Defendant USAG and other organizations. 

82. 

and treatment should have consisted largely of osteopathic adjustments and kinesiology 

treatment to patients, including students and student-athletes of Defendant MSU. 

83. Defendant Nassar is not and has never been a medical doctor of 

obstetrics or gynecology. 

84. While employed by Defendants MSU and USAG, Defendant Nassar 

practiced medicine at Def

85. During his employment, agency, and representation of the MSU 

Defendants and Defendant USAG, Defendant Nassar sexually assaulted, abused and 

molested Plaintiff  minor by engaging in nonconsensual sexual touching, assault, and 

harassment, including but not limited to digital vaginal and anal penetration. 
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86. Regulatory Affairs 

Occupational Health Standards regarding bloodborne Infectious Disease mandates use 

of gloves when exposed to potentially infectious material, including vaginal secretions. 

87. In 1999 an MSU student (Plaintiff Jane A 19 Doe to case No. 1:17-cv-

00029) athlete reported to trainers and her coach who were employees of MSU 

concerns about D ,

any action in response to her complaint. 

88. In 2000 Jane TT Doe another MSU student athlete reported to trainers 

concerns about D , in MSU failed to 

take any action in response to her complaint. 

89. Because MSU took no action to investigate the 1999 or 2000 complaints 

and took no corrective action from 2000 to 2016, under the guise of treatment, plaintiff 

was also sexually assaulted, abused and molested by defendant Nassar by 

nonconsensual vaginal and anal digital penetration, nonconsensual sexual touching of 

the vaginal area without the use of gloves or lubricant. 

90. In 2004, Defendant Nassar authored a chapter in Principles of Manual 

Sports Medicine by Steven J. Karageanes. 

91. In the chapter, Defendant Nassar described the pelvic diaphragm, coccyx, 

and sacroiliac ligaments as an area of the body not fully examined due to the proximity 

to the genitalia an

92. 

rning in advance of what you 
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93. There is no mention of intravaginal or intra-rectal techniques or 

procedures in the chapter.  

94. As described in detail below, Defendant Nassar often failed to follow his 

own recommendations with patients as: 

a. he did not explain any intravaginal or intra-rectal techniques to 
patients or their parents. 

b. he did not warn patients he was going to engage in vaginal or anal 
digital  penetration before doing so. 

95. In 2004, a p rents and 

to local law enforcement, Meridian Township Police in 2004. 

96. Also in or around 2004, a minor female who was not a patient of 

Defendant Nassar reported inappropriate touching of a sexual nature to a counselor 

employed by Defendant MSU. 

97. Following receipt of an unrelated complaint regarding a sexual assault on 

d an investigation regarding the 

2011 and Defendant 

practices and customs pertaining to their responsibilities under Title IX. 

98. The OCR concluded their investigation in 2015 and presented Defendant 

MSU with a twenty-one page agreement containing measures and requirements to 

resolve the 2011 and 2014 complaints and to bring Defendant MSU in compliance with 

Title IX. 

99. While the OCR was conducting their investigation, additional complaints 
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an appointment with Defendant Nassar to address hip pain and was sexually abused 

and molested by Defendant Nassar when he cupped her buttocks, massaged her breast 

and vaginal area, and he became sexually aroused. 

100. Upon information and belief, Defendant MSU investigated the 2014 

complaints through their Office of Institutional Equity. 

101. However, the victim reported facts to Defendant MSU which were omitted 

or withheld from the investigative report including but not limited to the following: 

a. Defendant Nassar was sexually aroused while touching her; and 

b. The appointment with Dr. Nassar did not end until she physical 
removed his hands from her body. 

102. 

complaints were dismissed and Defe

Not of a sexual 

103. One of the medical experts consulted by the Office of Institutional Equity in 

investig

104. Following the investigation, upon information and belief, Defendant Nassar 

became subject to new institutional guidelines including: 

a. Defendant Nassar was not to examine or treat patients alone but 
was to be accompanied by a chaperone such as a resident or 
nurse. 

b. 

skin contact was 
explained in detail with another person in the room for both the 
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c.
understanding of the guidelines.

105. After receiving allegations of "athlete concerns," in approximately summer 

2015, Defendant USAG relieved Defendant Nassar of his duties. 

106. Defendant Nassar represented publicly that he "retired" from his duties 

with Defendant USAG. 

107. At no time did Defendant USAG inform Defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, 

or other MSU representatives of the concerns that led to Defendant Nassar being 

relieved from his duties with Defendant USAG. 

108. From July 2014 to September 2016, despite complaints about Nassar's 

conduct, Defendant MSU continued to permit Defendant Nassar unfettered access to 

female athletes without adequate oversight or supervision to ensure he was complying 

with the new guidelines. 

109. Defendant Nassar's employment ended with Defendant MSU on 

approximately September 20, 2016, only after the MSU Defendants became aware that: 

a. Defendants Nassar and USAG were sued by a former Olympian 
who alleged she was sexually assaulted by defendant Nassar; and 

b. A former patient of defendant Nassar, Rachel Denhollander, filed a 
criminal complaint with the Michigan State University Police 
Department alleging Defendant Nassar sexually assaulted her 
when she was 15 years old and seeking treatment for back pain as 
a result of gymnastics. Denhollander's allegations of sexual assault 
by Defendant Nassar included but were not limited to:  

i. Massaging her genitals; 

ii.        Penetrating her vagina and anus with his finger and thumb;  
and 

iii.       Unhooking her bra and massaging her breasts. 
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110. Reasons given to Defendant Nassar for his termination included but were 

not limited to:  

a.        Deviation from "required best practices put in place following the  
internal sexual harassment investigation conducted ... in 2014;" 

b.      Failure to disclose a 2004 complaint to Meridian Township Police;  
and 

c.      Dishonesty by Defendant Nassar when Defendant MSU questioned 
him about receiving prior complaints about the "procedure" at issue. 

111. In late November 2016, Defendant Nassar was arrested and charged with 

three counts of first-degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13 in Ingham 

County, Michigan. He was later released on $1 million bond. 

112. In mid-December 2016, Defendant Nassar was indicted, arrested, and 

charged in Federal Court in Grand Rapids, Michigan on charges of possession of child 

pornography and receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography. 

113. According to the federal indictment, Defendant Nassar: 

a. Knowingly received and attempted to receive child pornography 
between approximately September 18, 2004 and December 1, 
2004. 

b. Knowingly possessed thousands of images of child pornography 
between approximately February 6, 2003 and September 20, 2016 
including images involving a minor who had not attained 12 years 
of age. 

114. Testimony given by an FBI agent at a hearing held on December 21, 

2016, alleged, among other allegations, that Defendant Nassar used a GoPro camera 

to record video images of children in a swimming pool and that: 

a. Defendant Nassar's hand can be seen grabbing one girl's hand and 
shoving it into the vaginal area of another girl; and  

b. 
area.  
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115. In mid-January 2017, Brooke Lemmen, D.O. submitted a letter of 

resignation to Mr. Strampel amid allegations that she: 

a. Removed several boxes of confidential treatment patient records 
from Defendant MSU's Sports Medicine clinic at Defendant 
Nassar's request; 

b. Did not disclose to Defendant MSU that Defendant USAG was 
investigating Defendant Nassar as of July 2015; and 

c. Made a staff member feel pressured not to fully cooperate in an 
internal investigation into allegations against Defendant Nassar. 

116. On February 7, 2017 , a superseding indictment added an additional count 

of "Destruction and Concealment of Records and Tangible Objects" alleging between 

September 19, 2016 and September 20, 2016, Defendant Nassar "caused a third-party 

vendor to permanently delete and destroy all images, records, documents, and files 

contained on the hard drive of a laptop computer, and the defendant threw in the trash a 

number of external hard drives.

117. Amid allegations that Kathie Klages received concerns regarding 

Defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatment" in 1997 and/or 1998, yet dissuaded the 

complainant from formally complaining and for her passionate defense of Defendant 

Nassar when allegations against him surfaced in fall 2016, on February 13, 2017, 

Defendant MSU suspended Ms. Klages from her duties as Head Coach of MSU's 

Women's Gymnastics team. 

118. On February 17, 2017, at a preliminary examination, Defendant Nassar 

was ordered to stand trial on three charges of first-degree criminal sexual conduct with 

a person under 13 in Ingham County following testimony which included, among others, 

allegations of digital vaginal penetration at Defendant Nassar's residence. 
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119. On February 22, 2017, Defendant Nassar was arraigned on 22 counts of 

first-degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13 years old, and 14 counts of 

third-degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under the age of 13 years old in 

Ingham County, Michigan and Eaton County, Michigan. 

120. In mid-March 2017, Steve Penny resigned as president of Defendant 

USAG amid allegations Defendant USAG failed to promptly notify authorities of 

allegations raised against Defendant Nassar. 

121. To date, to the best of Plaintiffs' knowledge and belief, Defendant USAG 

has no current President or Chief Executive Officer. 

122. Over several days in May and June 2017, victims testified regarding 

Defendant Nassar's conduct during appointments held at MSU and Defendant Nassar's 

residence for medical treatment. 

123.  Other victims also testified Defendant Nassar engaged in vaginal and 

anal digital penetration without notice, gloves, lubricant, or consent from their parents.  

124. On June 23, 2017, Defendant Nassar was ordered to stand trial on twelve 

charges of first degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13 in Ingham 

County following conclusion of the preliminary examination hearing which included, 

among others, allegations of digital vaginal and anal penetration at MSU and 

125. On July 10, 2017 Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty to the federal charges 

of child pornography, receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography, and destruction 

and concealment of records and tangible objects. 

126. Defendant Nassar was sentenced to 60 years in federal prison for the 

child pornography charges. 
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V. SPECIFIC FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

127. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

128. Plaintiff, Jane Doe 04, was treated by Defendant Nassar at his office at 

Michigan State University Sports Medicine Clinic from 2012 through 2016. 

129. In 2012, Plaintiff was 15 years old. 

130. Plaintiff Jane Doe 04 presented to Defendant Nassar with complaints of 

injuries to her wrists and back as a result of gymnastics. 

131. In multiple appointments between 2012 and 2016 at his office at MSU, 

Defendant Nassar  sexually assaulted, abused, molested and molested plaintiff Jane 

Doe 04. 

132. 

a medical procedure to plaintiff Jane Doe 04. 

133. Defendant Nassar did not give prior notice or obtain consent for digital 

penetration from Jane Doe 04. 

134. Plaintiff Jane Doe 04 did not seek treatment or intend to seek treatment 

with Defendant Nassar for OB/GYN issues. 

135. Plaintiffs believe the conduct by Defendant Nassar was sexual assault, 

abuse and molestation and for Defend -gratification. 

VI. FRAUDULENT CONCEALMENT 

A. Defendant Nassar 

136. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs.
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137. Plaintiffs hereby allege that Defendant Nassar committed Fraudulent 

Concealment by committing Fraud, as described in detail above and below, and 

concealing the existence of claims or causes of action against Defendant Nassar and/or 

Defendant MSU at the time his sexual assaults occurred making a material 

representation(s) to Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by:

a. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct were 
a "new procedure" which involved vaginal penetration;

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as 
"treatment," as a pelvic adjustment; 

c. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was 
"checking your sternum;"

d. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was 
doing a "breast exam;" 

e. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was 
"treatment" and that it was the same that he performed on Olympic 
athletes; 

f. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was 
"attempting to manipulate [their] ribs;" and 

g. making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff and another medical 
professional; that the position of his hand was in an appropriate 
place, when it was not and while he was digitally penetrating 
Plaintiff, all which were made contemporaneously and/or shortly 
after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by 
Defendant Nassar.

138. The material representation(s) to Plaintiff was false, in that Defendant 

Nassar was actually performing them for his own sexual gratification and pleasure 

evidenced by his observed arousal, flushed face, and closing of the eyes during the 

conduct. 

139. When Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s), he knew that 

they were false, in that he knew that the "treatment[s]" were not proper, appropriate, 
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legitimate, and/or considered within standard of care by any physician of any specialty 

and/or sports therapist,  

140.  Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s) with the intent that 

the material representation(s) should be acted upon by Plaintiff,  in that Plaintiff should 

believe that the  were in fact "treatments," should believe that the 

 were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; should not believe that she had 

been sexually assaulted; should not believe that she had been sexually assaulted so that 

he could prevent discovery of his sexual assaults; should continue the "treatment[s]" so 

that he could continue to sexually assault her; should not question and/or report the 

conduct to appropriate authorities; and should not reasonably believe and not be aware of 

a possible cause of action that she has against Defendant Nassar and/or Defendant MSU. 

141. Plaintiff acted in reliance upon the material representation(s), in that 

Plaintiff:

a. reasonably believed that the  were in fact ;

b. reasonably believed that the  were proper, 
appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. reasonably did not believe that she had been sexually assaulted; 

d. believed that she should continue the ; 

e. did not believe that she should question and/or report the conduct to 
appropriate authorities; and, 

f. did not reasonably believe that she had, nor was she aware of, a 
possible cause of action she could bring against Defendant Nassar 
and/or the MSU Defendants. 

142. Plaintiff thereby suffered injury, in that Plaintiff: 

a. could not stop the sexual assault; 

b. continued to undergo the "treatment[s]" and sexual assaults; and  
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c. suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 
infections, related physical manifestations thereof, sleep 
deprivation, physical illness, vomiting, severe emotional distress, 
shock, humiliation, fright, grief, embarrassment, loss of self-
esteem, disgrace, loss of familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of 
life and will continue to suffer pain of mind and body, was prevented 
and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily 
activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life. 

143. Defendant Nassar concealed the fraud by making a fraudulent material 

representation(s) to Plaintiff that was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry 

and escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that he made a 

material representation(s) to Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by:

a. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct were a 
"new procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as 
"treatment," as a pelvic adjustment; 

c. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was 
"treatment" and that it was the same that he performed on Olympic 
athletes; and 

d. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was 
"attempting to manipulate [her] ribs;" and, making a statement, 
explaining to Plaintiff and another medical professional; that the 
position of his hand was in an appropriate place, when it was not and 
while he was digitally penetrating Plaintiff, all which were made 
contemporaneously and/or shortly after the abrupt, sudden, quick, 
and unexpected sexual assaults by Defendant Nassar. 

144. Concealing the fraud by an affirmative act(s) that was/were designed 

and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent 

discovery of his fraud, in that he:  

a. positioned himself in a manner in which parents or chaperones in 
the room could not see his conduct, so that he could conceal and 
prevent discovery of his conduct;  

b. dismissed a medical professional from the room, during an 
examination of Plaintiff while he was digitally penetrating Plaintiff, 
who questioned the placement of his hands; 
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c. prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, 
guardians, and/or caregivers from being in the room during 
examinations and treatments of Plaintiff so that he could sexually 
assault Plaintiff; 

d. did not abide by or follow the standard and care which requires 
another medical professional, chaperone, parent, guardian, and/or 
caregiver be in the room during the examination and treatment of 
minors and female patients; 

e. did not abide by or follow the restrictions that had been put into place 
in 2014 by Defendant MSU restricting his examination and 
treatment of patients only with another person in the room; and 

f. at appointments, gave gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, leotards, and 
other items, some with USAG logos and others without, in order to 
gain their trust.  

145. The actions and inactions of Defendant Nassar, as described in the 

preceding paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment.

146. At all times pertinent to this action, Defendant Nassar was an agent, 

apparent agent, servant, and employee of Defendant MSU and operated within the 

scope of his employment and his negligence is imputed to Defendant MSU.

147. At all times material hereto, Plaintiffs were entirely free of any negligence 

contributing to the injuries and damages hereinafter alleged. 

148.  Plaintiff did not know, could not have reasonably known, and was 

reasonably unaware of a possible cause of action that she had against Defendant Nassar 

and/or Defendant MSU until the September 12, 2016, publication of a story regarding a 

complaint filed with Defendant MSU's Police Department, titled "Former USA 

Gymnastics doctor accused of Abuse," or sometime thereafter, for the following reasons 

among others:

a.  Plaintiff reasonably relied on the fraud committed by Defendant 
Nassar by his material representations and concealment of the true 
nature of his  and his actions; 
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b. Plaintiff was a minor and a young female at the time of the assault 
and ; 

c.  Plaintiff did not know what a legitimate and appropriately performed 
intravaginal or intra-anal/rectal treatment was like because she had 
never experienced and/or had an intravaginal or intra-anal/rectal 
treatment before; 

d.  Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had an intravaginal 
treatment before because she had never been treated by a 
physician and/or therapist that performed them; 

e.  Plaintiff did not know what a legitimate and appropriately performed 
pelvic, vaginal, anal, and/or breast exam was like because she had 
never experienced and/or had a pelvic, vaginal, anal, and/or breast 
exam before; 

f.  Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had a pelvic and/or vaginal 
exam before because pelvic and/or vaginal exams are not  
recommended and routinely performed until a female reaches at 
least the age of 18 years old, pursuant to longstanding 
recommendations in the literature, expert opinions, treatment 
guidelines, and position statement from the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, American Academy of Family Physicians, American 
Cancer Society, American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, American Society for Clinical Pathology, and 
American Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology;

g. Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had a breast exam before 
because breast exams are not recommended and routinely performed 
until a female reaches at least the age of 21 years old, pursuant to 
longstanding recommendations in the literature, expert opinions, 
treatment guidelines, and position statement from the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy of Family Physicians, 
American Cancer Society, American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, American Society for Clinical Pathology; 

h.  Because of these recommendations and never having had one of 
these treatments or exams, it was very difficult if not impossible for 
Plaintiff to differentiate a legitimate and appropriately performed 
intravaginal treatment, pelvic, vaginal, anal, and/or breast exam 
from a sexual assault; 

i. Plaintiff could not have possibly known because there were no 
parents, chaperones, guardians, caregivers, and/or other medical 
professionals in the room during the  to observe, 
question, and/or discover that 
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were sexual assaults and inform Plaintiff that they had been sexually 
assaulted and had a cause of action against Defendant Nassar;

j.  In the instances where a parent was present in the room, Defendant 
Nassar's actions to conceal the physical assaults from the view of 
the parents prevented the parents from discovering that his 

 were sexual assaults and informing Plaintiffs that they 
had been sexually assaulted and had a cause of action against 
Defendant Nassar; 

k.  Based on Neuroscience, the prefrontal cortex of the brain, which 
we use to make decisions and distinguish right from wrong, is not 
fully formed until around the age of 23; 

l.  Based on Neuroscience, as the prefrontal cortex of the brain matures 
teenagers are able to make better judgments;  

m.  Plaintiff was intimidated by Defendant Nassar's notoriety and 
reputation and therefore believed his misrepresentations that the 

 were legitimate and appropriate;

n.  Plaintiff trusted Defendant Nassar due to his notoriety and  
reputation;

o.  Plaintiff trusted Defendant Nassar because he groomed her to 
believe that his  were in fact legitimate "treatments"; 

p.  Plaintiff trusted and felt that Defendant Nassar was a friend because 
he gave Plaintiff, at appointments, gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, 
leotards, and other items, some with USAG logos and others without, 
in order to gain their trust"; 

q.  Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that she could 
possibly sue or had a possible cause of action because she was a 
minor and a young female who was not knowledgeable or aware of 
the civil legal system;

r.  Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that she could 
possibly sue or had a possible cause of action because she was a  
minor and/or young female who was not knowledgeable or aware of 
any remedy at law; 

s.  Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that she could 
possibly sue or had a possible cause of action evidenced by the fact 
that so many other girls had been sexually assaulted by Defendant 
Nassar over the past few decades, none of them had a reason to 
believe or be aware that they could possibly sue or had a possible 
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cause of action in the past; and none of them have ever sued him in 
the past;

t. Plaintiff was never told by Defendant Nassar that his conduct was 
sexual in nature and not legitimate and appropriate "treatment" or 
to conceal the sexual conduct from their parents and others, unlike 
other victims of sexual abuse who are typically told by their abusers 
that their conduct is of a sexual nature and to conceal the sexual 
conduct from their parents and others; 

u. Plaintiff was compelled by Defendant Nassar to undergo 
"treatment[s]" like other athletes if she wanted to continue being 
involved in her sport, therefore the  were legitimate 
and appropriate; and 

v. Plaintiff was a minor and young athlete, therefore she was easily 
suggestible; and, Plaintiff had never previously heard about any 
allegations in the media regarding sexual assaults or misconduct by 
Defendant Nassar.

B. The MSU Defendants 

149. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs.

150. Plaintiffs hereby allege that Defendant MSU committed Fraudulent 

Concealment by committing Fraud, as described in detail above and below, and 

concealing the existence of Plaintiffs' claims and that Plaintiffs had a cause of action 

against Defendant Nassar and/or Defendant MSU at the time his sexual assaults 

occurred by Defendant Nassar making a material representation(s) to Plaintiffs involving 

a past or existing fact by:

a. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct were 
a "new procedure" which involved vaginal penetration;

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as  
treatment," as a pelvic adjustment;

c. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was 
"treatmen  and that it was the same that he performed on Olympic 
athletes;
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d. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was 
"attempting to manipulate [their] ribs"; and

e. making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff and another medical 
professional; that the position of his hand was in an appropriate 
place when it was not, and while he was digitally penetrating Plaintiff 
all which were made contemporaneously and/or shortly after the 
abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by 
Defendant Nassar.

151. The material representation(s) to Plaintiff were false, in that Defendant 

Nassar was actually performing  for his own sexual gratification and 

pleasure, evidenced by his observed arousal, flushed face, and closing of the eyes 

during the conduct. 

152. When Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s), he knew 

that they were false, in that he knew that the "treatment[s]" were not proper, 

appropriate, legitimate, and/or considered within standard of care by any physician of 

any specialty and/or sports therapist;  

153. Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s) with the intent that 

the material representation(s) should be acted upon by Plaintiff, in that Plaintiff:

a. should believe that the "treatment[s]" were in fact "treatment[s]"; 

b. should believe that the "treatment[s]" were proper, appropriate, and 
legitimate; 

c. should not believe that she had been sexually assaulted; 

d. should not believe that she had been sexually assaulted so that he 
could prevent discovery of his sexual assaults; 

e. should continue the "treatment[s]" so that he could continue to 
sexually assault her; 

f. should not question and/or report the conduct to appropriate 
authorities; and 
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g. should not reasonably believe and not be aware of a possible 
cause of action that she had against Defendant Nassar and/or 
Defendant MSU. 

154. Plaintiff acted in reliance upon the material representation(s), in that 

Plaintiff:

a. reasonably believed that the "treatment[s]" were in fact 
"treatment[s]";

b. reasonably believed that the "treatment[s]" were proper, 
appropriate, and legitimate;

c. reasonably did not believe that she had been sexually assaulted;

d. believed that she should continue the "treatment[s];"

e. did not believe that she should question and/or report the conduct to 
appropriate authorities; and,

f. did not reasonably believe that she had and was not aware of a 
possible cause of action that they had against Defendant Nassar 
and/or Defendant MSU.

155. Plaintiff thereby suffered injury, in that Plaintiff: 

a. could not stop the sexual assault; 

b. continued to undergo the "treatment[s]" and sexual assaults; and, 

c. suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 
infections, related physical manifestations thereof, sleep 
deprivation, physical illness, vomiting, severe emotional distress, 
shock, humiliation, fright, grief, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 
disgrace, loss of familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life and 
will continue to suffer pain of mind and body, prevented and will   
continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities 
and obtaining the full enjoyment of life.

156. Defendant Nassar concealed the fraud by making a fraudulent material 

representation(s) to Plaintiff that was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and 

escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that he made a 

material representation(s) to Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by:
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a. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct were 
a "new procedure" which involved vaginal penetration;

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as 
"treatment," as a pelvic adjustment; 

c. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 
"checking your sternum;" 

d. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 
doing a "breast exam;" 

e. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 
treatment" and that it was the same that he performed on Olympic 

athletes;

f. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 
"attempting to manipulate their ribs;" and,

g. making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff and another medical 
professional; that the position of his hand was in an appropriate 
place, when it was not and while he was digitally penetrating 
Plaintiff, all which were made contemporaneously and/or shortly 
after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by 
Defendant Nassar.

157. Defendant Nassar concealed the fraud by an affirmative act(s) that 

was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and 

prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that he:

a. positioned himself in a manner in which parents or chaperones in 
the room could not see his conduct, so that he could conceal and 
prevent discovery of his conduct; 

b. dismissed a medical professional from the room, during an 
examination of Plaintiff while he was digitally penetrating Plaintiff, 
who questioned the placement of his hands; 

c. prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, 
guardians, and/or caregivers from being in the room during 
examinations and treatments of patients so that he could sexually 
assault those patients; 

d. did not abide by or follow the standard and care which requires 
another medical professional, chaperone, parent, guardian, and/or 
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caregiver to be in the room during the examination and treatment of 
minors and female patients;

e. did not abide by or follow the restrictions that had been put into place 
in 2014 by Defendant MSU restricting his examination and  
treatment of patients only with another person in the room; and,

f. gave patients, at appointments, gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, 
leotards, and other items, some with USAG logos and others without, 
in order to gain their trust.

158. Defendant MSU's sports medicine trainers, trainers, employees, staff, 

managers, supervisors, directors, agents, apparent agents, and/or servants made 

material representation(s) to Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by making 

statements that:  

a. Defendant Nassar was an "Olympic doctor" and "knew what he was 
doing" in regard to performing appropriate ; 

b. Defendant Nassar was a "world-renowned doctor" and that "it was 
legitimate medical treatment," in regard to the legitimacy and 
appropriateness of the ; 

c. Defendant Nassar's conduct was "; 

d. Defendant Nassar was a "world-renowned doctor"; and 

e. Defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatment[s]" were "medically 
appropriate" and "not of a sexual nature" because the complainant 
"didn't nuanced difference  between sexual assault 
and an appropriate medical procedure." 

159. The material representation(s) to Plaintiff were false, in that the MSU 

Defendants had previously received strikingly similar complaints of abuse by Defendant 

Nassar from other students and student athletes and knew that the appropriateness of 

his "treatment[s]" had been questioned in the past.

160. The MSU Defendants made the material representation(s), they knew that 

they were false and/or made the material representation(s) recklessly, without any 

knowledge of their truth and as a positive assertion, in that they knew that Defendant MSU 
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had previously received strikingly similar complaints of abuse by Defendant Nassar from 

other students and student athletes and knew that the appropriateness of his 

"treatment[s]" had been questioned in the past. 

161. The MSU Defendants made the material representation(s) with the intent 

that the material representation(s) should be acted upon by Plaintiff, in that Plaintiff: 

a. should believe that the  were in fact ; 

b. should believe that the "treatment[s]" were proper, appropriate, and 
legitimate; 

c. should not believe that she had been sexually assaulted; 

d. should not question and/or report the conduct to other authorities; 
and 

e. should not reasonably believe and not be aware of a possible cause 
of action that she had against Defendant Nassar and/or the MSU 
Defendants. 

162. Plaintiff acted in reliance upon the material representation(s), in that 

Plaintiff:

a. treatment[s]
treatment[s]

b. reasonably believed that the "treatment[s]" were proper, 
appropriate, and legitimate;

c. reasonably did not believe that she had been sexually assaulted;

d. believed that she sho

e. did not believe that she should question and/or report the conduct to 
appropriate authorities; and

f. did not reasonably believe that she had and was not aware of a 
possible cause of action that they had against Defendant Nassar 
and/or Defendant MSU.

163. Plaintiff thereby suffered injury, in that Plaintiff: 

a. could not stop the sexual assault; 

b. continued to undergo the "treatment[s]" and sexual assaults; and 
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c. suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 
infections, related physical manifestations thereof, sleep 
deprivation, physical illness, vomiting, severe emotional distress, 
shock, humiliation, fright, grief, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 
disgrace, loss of familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life and 
will continue to suffer pain of mind and body, was prevented and will   
continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities 
and obtaining the full enjoyment of life.

164. The MSU Defendants concealed the fraud by making a fraudulent 

material representation(s) to Plaintiff that was/were designed and/or planned to prevent 

inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that 

they made a material representation(s) to Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by:

a. making the statement that Defendant Nassar was an "Olympic 
doctor" and "knew what he was doing" in regard to performing  
appropriate "treatment[s]"; 

b. making the statement that Defendant Nassar was a "world-renowned 
doctor" and that "it was legitimate medical treatment," in regard to 
the legitimacy and appropriateness of the ;

c. making the statement that Defendant Nassar's conduct was "not 
sexual abuse," that he was a "world-renowned doctor"; and

d. making the statement that Defendant Nassar's conduct and 
"treatment[s]" were "medically appropriate" and "[n]ot of a sexual 
nature" because the complainant "didn't unde

 between sexual assault and an appropriate medical 
procedure."

165. The MSU Defendants concealed the fraud by an affirmative act(s) that 

was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and 

prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that they:

a. ignored, refused, and failed to inquire, question, and investigate the 
complaints and take action regarding Defendant Nassar's 

; 

b. did not create a policy to require adults, parents, chaperones, 
guardians, and/or caregivers presence during an examination of a 
minor or female by a physician; and 
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c. did not enforce the restrictions that had been put into place in 2014 
by Defendant MSU restricting his examination and treatment of 
patients only with another person in the room. 

166. Plaintiff did not know, could not have reasonably known, and was 

reasonably unaware of a possible cause of action that she had against Defendant 

Nassar and/or the MSU Defendants until the September 12, 2016 publication of a story 

regarding a complaint filed with Defendant MSU's Police Department, titled "Former 

USA Gymnastics doctor accused of Abuse," or shortly thereafter, for the following:  

a. Plaintiff reasonably relied on the fraud committed by Defendant 
Nassar by his material representations and concealment of the true 
nature of his  and his actions; 

b. Plaintiff was a minor and a young female at the time of the assault 
and ; 

c. Plaintiff did not know what a legitimate and appropriately performed 
intravaginal or intra-anal/rectal treatment was like because she had 
never experienced and/or had an intravaginal or intra-anal/rectal 
treatment before; 

d. Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had an intravaginal  
treatment before because she had never been treated by a 
physician and/or therapist that performed them; 

e. Plaintiff did not know what a legitimate and appropriately performed 
pelvic, vaginal, anal, and/or breast exam was like because she had 
never experienced and/or had a pelvic, vaginal, anal, and/or breast 
exam before; 

f. Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had a pelvic and/or vaginal 
exam before because pelvic and/or vaginal exams are not  
recommended and routinely performed until a female reaches at 
least the age of 18 years old, pursuant to longstanding 
recommendations in the literature, expert opinions, treatment 
guidelines, and position statement from the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, American Academy of Family Physicians, American 
Cancer Society, American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, American Society for Clinical Pathology, and 
American Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology;
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g. Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had a breast exam before 
because breast exams are not recommended and routinely performed 
until a female reaches at least the age of 21 years old, pursuant to 
longstanding recommendations in the literature, expert opinions, 
treatment guidelines, and position statement from the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy of Family Physicians, 
American Cancer Society, American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, American Society for Clinical Pathology;

h. Because of these recommendations and never having had one of 
these treatments or exams, it was very difficult if not impossible for 
Plaintiff to differentiate a legitimate and appropriately performed 
intravaginal treatment, pelvic, vaginal, anal, and/or breast exam 
from a sexual assault;

i. Plaintiff could not have possibly known because there were no 
parents, chaperones, guardians, caregivers, and/or other medical 
professionals in the room during the  to observe, 
question, and/or discover that his  were sexual 
assaults and inform Plaintiff that she had been sexually assaulted 
and had a cause of action against Defendant Nassar;

j. In the instances where a parent was present in the room, Defendant 
Nassar's actions to conceal the physical assaults from the view of 
the parents prevented the parents from discovering that his 

 were sexual assaults and informing Plaintiff that she 
had been sexually assaulted and had a cause of action against 
Defendant Nassar;

k. Based on neuroscience, the prefrontal cortex of the brain, which we 
use to make decisions and distinguish right from wrong, is not fully 
formed until around the age of 23;

l. Based on neuroscience, as the prefrontal cortex of the brain matures 
teenagers are able to make better judgments; 

m. Plaintiff was intimidated by Defendant Nassar's notoriety and 
reputation and therefore believed his misrepresentations that the 

 were legitimate and appropriate;

n. Plaintiff trusted Defendant Nassar due to his notoriety and  
reputation;

o. Plaintiff trusted Defendant Nassar because he groomed them to 
believe that his  were in fact legitimate "treatment[s]";

p. Plaintiff trusted and felt that Defendant Nassar was a friend because 
he gave Plaintiff, at appointments, gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, 
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leotards, and other items, some with USAG logos and others without, 
in order to gain her trust;"

q. Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that she could 
possibly sue or had a possible cause of action because she was a 
minor and/or young female who was not knowledgeable or aware of 
the civil legal system;

r. Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that she could 
possibly sue or had a possible cause of action because she was a  
minor and/or young female who was not knowledgeable or aware of 
any remedy at law;

s. Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that she could 
possibly sue or had a possible cause of action evidenced by the fact 
that so many other girls had been sexually assaulted by Defendant 
Nassar over the past few decades, none of them had a reason to 
believe or be aware that they could possibly sue or had a possible 
cause of action in the past; and none of them have ever sued him in 
the past;

t. Plaintiff was never told by Defendant Nassar that his conduct was 
sexual in nature and not legitimate and appropriate "treatment[s]" 
and to conceal the sexual conduct from their parents and others, 
unlike other victims of sexual abuse who are typically told by their 
abusers that their conduct is of a sexual nature and to conceal the 
sexual conduct from their parents and others;

u. Plaintiff was compelled by Defendant Nassar to undergo 
"treatment[s]" like other athletes if she wanted to continue being 
involved in her sport therefore the  were legitimate 
and appropriate;

v. Plaintiff was a minor and young athlete, therefore she was easily 
suggestible; and, Plaintiff had never previously heard about any 
allegations in the media regarding sexual assaults or misconduct by 
Defendant Nassar;

w. Plaintiff had never previously heard about any allegations in the 
media regarding sexual assaults or misconduct by Defendant 
Nassar;

x. Plaintiff reasonably relied upon  the fraud committed by Defendant 
MSU by their material representations and concealment of the true 

y. Plaintiff trusted that Defendant MSU would protect Plaintiff from 
harm and not hire, employee, and/or retain a physician that had, 
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was or would perform illegitimate and/or inappropriate 

assault patients, students, and/or athletes;

z. 
exual assault, 

to the contrary P

- , ew 
laintiff, because of her age and 

inexperience with intravaginal treatment, pelvic, vaginal, anal, 

aa. Plaintiff reasonably relied on Defendant MSU to protect her and 
 and

bb. Plaintiff was compelled by Defendant MSU to undergo 
she wanted to continue being 

involved in the relevant sport therefore 
legitimate and appropriate.

167. The actions and inactions of the MSU Defendants and Defendant Nassar, 

as described in the preceding paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment.

168. At all times pertinent to this action, Defendant Nassar was an agent, 

apparent agent, servant, and employee of Defendant MSU and operated within the 

scope of his employment and his Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to Defendant 

MSU.

169. The actions and inactions of the sports medicine trainers, trainers, 

employees, staff, managers, supervisors, and directors of the MSU Defendants, as 

described in the preceding paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment.

170. At all times pertinent to this action, the sports medicine trainers, trainers, 

employees, staff, managers, supervisors, and directors of Defendant MSU were agents, 

apparent agents, servants, and employees of Defendant MSU and operated within the 
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scope of their employment and their Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to Defendant 

MSU. 

171. At all times material hereto, Plaintiffs were entirely free of any negligence 

contributing to  the injuries and damages hereinafter alleged.

C. Defendant USA Gymnastics 

172. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

173. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the Fraud claims made below and  

hereby alleges that Defendant USAG committed Fraudulent Concealment by 

committing Fraud, as described in detail above and below, and concealing the existence 

of Plaintiff s claims and that Plaintiff had a cause of action against Defendant Nassar 

and/or Defendant USAG at the time his sexual assaults occurred by Defendant Nassar 

making a material representation(s) to Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by:

a. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct were 
a "new procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as 
"treatment," as a pelvic adjustment; 

c. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 
"checking your sternum"; 

d. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 
doing a "breast exam"; 

e. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 

athletes;

f. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 
"attempting to manipulate their ribs"; and

g. making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff and another medical 
professional; that the position of his hand was in an appropriate 
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place, when it was not and while he was digitally penetrating 
Plaintiff, all which were made contemporaneously and/or shortly 
after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by 
Defendant Nassar.

174. The material representation(s) to Plaintiff by Defendant Nassar were false, 

in that he was actually performing the m  for his own sexual gratification and 

pleasure evidenced by his observed arousal, flushed face, and closing of the eyes 

during the conduct. 

175. When Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s), he knew that 

they were false, in that he knew that the "treatment[s]" were not proper, appropriate, 

legitimate, and/or considered within standard of care by any physician of any specialty 

and/or sports therapist;  

176. Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s) with the intent that 

the material representation(s) should be acted upon by Plaintiff, in that Plaintiff: 

a. ;

b. 
legitimate;

c. should not believe that she had been sexually assaulted so that he 
could prevent discovery of his sexual assaults;

d. should continue the "treatment[s] so that he could continue to 
sexually assault her";

e. should not question and/or report the conduct to appropriate 
authorities; and

f. should reasonably believe that she had and was not aware of a 
possible cause of action that she had against Defendant Nassar 
and/or Defendant USAG.

177. Plaintiff acted in reliance upon Defendant Nassar's material 

representation(s), in that  Plaintiff:

a. reasonably 
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b. reasonably believed that the 'treatments" were proper, appropriate, 
and legitimate; 

c. reasonably did not believe that she had been sexually assaulted; 

d. believed that she should continue the "treatment[s]"; 

e. reasonably did not believe that she should question and/or report the 
conduct to appropriate authorities; and  

f. reasonably did not believe that she had and was not aware of a 
possible cause of action that she had against Defendant Nassar 
and/or Defendant USAG. 

178. Plaintiff thereby suffered injury, in that Plaintiff: 

a. could not stop the sexual assault;

b. continued to undergo the "treatment[s]" and sexual assaults; and

c. suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 
infections, related physical manifestations thereof, sleep 
deprivation, physical illness, vomiting, severe emotional distress, 
shock, humiliation, fright, grief, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 
disgrace, loss of familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life and 
will continue to suffer pain of mind and body, was prevented and will 
continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities 
and obtaining the full enjoyment of life

179.  Defendant Nassar concealed the fraud by making a fraudulent material 

representation(s) to Plaintiff that was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry 

and escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that he 

made a material representation(s) to Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by:

a. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct were 
a "new procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as 
"treatment," as a pelvic adjustment; 

c. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 

athletes; and
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d. making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff and another medical 
professional; that the position of his hand was in an appropriate 
place, when it was not and while he was digitally penetrating 
Plaintiff, all which were made contemporaneously and/or shortly 
after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by 
Defendant Nassar.

180 Defendant Nassar concealed the fraud by an affirmative act(s) that 

was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and 

prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that he: 

a. positioned himself in a manner in which parents or chaperones in 
the room could not see his conduct, so that he could conceal and 
prevent discovery of his conduct; 

b. dismissed a medical professional from the room, during an 
examination of Plaintiff while he was digitally penetrating Plaintiff, 
who questioned the placement of his hands; 

c. prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, 
guardians, and/or caregivers from being in the room during 
examinations and treatments of Plaintiff so that he could sexually 
assault Plaintiff; 

d. did not abide by or follow the standard and care which requires 
another medical professional, chaperone, parent, guardian, and/or 
caregiver be in the room during the examination and treatment of 
minors and female patients; 

e. did not abide by or follow Defendant USAG's Code of Ethics,  
Participant Welfare Policy, Safety/Risk Management Certification, 
principles in Gymnastics Risk Management Safety Course 
Handbook, and Prohibited Conduct policy, which he was a part of 
creating by not examining patients in the presence of a parent, 
chaperone, guardian, and/or caregiver; and 

f. gave patients, at appointments, gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, 
leotards, and other items, some with USAG logos and others without, 
in order to gain their trust. 

181. The actions and inactions of Defendant Nassar, as described in the 

preceding paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment.
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182. At all times pertinent to this action, Defendant Nassar was an agent, 

apparent agent, servant, and employee of Defendant USAG and operated within the 

scope of his employment and his Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to Defendant 

USAG.

183. At all times material hereto, Plaintiff was entirely free of any negligence 

contributing to the injuries and damages hereinafter alleged. 

VII. CLAIMS AGAINST MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY DEFENDANTS 

COUNT ONE:  VIOLATION OF TITLE IX 
20 U.S.C. §1681(a), et seq. 
DEFENDANTS MSU, MSU TRUSTEES 

184. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs.

185. Title IX's statutory language states, "No person in the United States shall on 

the basis of sex, be ... subject to discrimination under any education program or activity 

receiving Federal financial assistance ..." 

186. Plaintiff is a "person" under the Title IX statutory language. 

187. Defendant MSU receives federal financial assistance for its education 

program and is therefore subject to the provisions of Title D (of the Education Act of 

1972, 20 U.S.C. § 1681(a), et seq. 

188. Defendant MSU is required under Title D to investigate allegations of sexual 

assault, sexual abuse, and sexual harassment.

189. The U.S. Department of Education's Office of Civil Rights has explained that 

Title IX covers all programs of a school, and extends to sexual harassment and assault by 

employees, students and third parties. 
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190. Defendant Nassar's actions and conduct were carried out under one of 

Defendant MSU programs, which provides medical treatment to students, athletes, and 

the public.

191. Defendant Nassar's conduct and actions toward Plaintiff, being 

nonconsensual digital vaginal and anal penetration, touching of Pl

192. As early as 1999 and/or 2000, an "appropriate person" at Defendant MSU 

had actual knowledge of the sexual assault, abuse, and molestation committed by 

Defendant Nassar.

193. Specifically, the MSU Defendants were notified about Defendant Nassar's 

sexual abuse and molestation by an individual in or around 1999 and by another patient in 

2000 on more than one occasion. 

194. The MSU Defendants failed to carry out their duties to investigate and take 

corrective action under Title IX following the complaints of sexual assault, abuse, and 

molestation in or around 1999 and/or 2000. 

195. The MSU Defendants were notified again in 2014 of Defendant Nassar's 

conduct when a victim reported she had an appointment with Defendant Nassar to 

address hip pain and was sexually abused and molested by Defendant Nassar when he 

cupped her buttocks, massaged her breast and vaginal area, and he became sexually 

aroused.

196. The victim reported to Defendant MSU facts which were omitted or 

withheld from the investigative report including but not limited to the following:

197. Defendant Nassar was sexually aroused while touching her; 

Ý¿» ïæïèó½ªóððíéé   ÛÝÚ Ò±ò ï º·´»¼ ðìñðíñïè   Ð¿¹»×Üòìí   Ð¿¹» ìí ±º èëCase 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 164 of 304



44 

198. The appointment with Defendant Nassar did not end until she physically 

removed his hands from her body. 

199. Three months after initiating an investigation, in July 2014, the victim's 

complaints were dismissed and Defendant MSU determined she didn't understand the 

"nuanced difference" between sexual assault and an appropriate medical procedure 

and deemed Defendant Nassar's conduct "medically appropriate" and "Not of a sexual 

nature."

200. Following the investigation, upon information and belief, Defendant Nassar 

became subject to new institutional guidelines, one of which - it is believed - was that 

Defendant Nassar was not to examine or treat patients alone. 

201. The MSU Defendants failed to adequately supervise or otherwise ensure 

Defendant Nassar complied with the newly imposed institutional guidelines even though 

the MSU Defendants had actual knowledge that Defendant Nassar posed a substantial 

risk of additional sexual abuse of females over whom he had unfettered access.

202. After the 2014 complaints Defendant Nassar continued to sexually 

assault, abuse, and molest individuals, including but not limited to Plaintiff. 

203. The MSU Defendants acted with deliberate indifference to known acts of 

sexual assault, abuse, and molestation on its premises by: 

a. 
required by Title IX; 

b. failing to adequately investigate and address the 2014 complaint 
regarding Defendant Nassar's conduct; and 

c. failing to institute corrective measures to prevent Defendant Nassar 
from violating and sexually abusing other students and individuals, 
including minors. 
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204. The MSU Defendants acted with deliberate indifference as their lack of 

response to the allegations of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation was clearly 

unreasonable in light of the known circumstances, Defendant Nassar's actions with 

female athletes, and his access to young girls and young women. 

205. The MSU Defendants' deliberate indifference was confirmed by the 

Department of Education's investigation into Defendant MSU's handling of sexual 

assault and relationship violence allegations which revealed: 

a. A sexually hostile environment existed and affected numerous 
students and staff on Defendant MSU's campus. 

b.  failure to address complaints of sexual 
harassment, including sexual violence in a prompt and equitable 
manner caused and may have contributed to a continuation of the 
sexually hostile environment. 

c. The MSU Defendants' responses were clearly unreasonable as 
Defendant Nassar continued to sexually assault female athletes 
and other individuals until he was discharged from the University in 
2016. 

d. Between the dates of approximately 1996 and 2016, the MSU 
Defendants acted in a deliberate, grossly negligent, and/or reckless 
manner when they failed to reasonably respond to Defendant 
Nassar's sexual assaults and sex-based harassment of individuals 
on and off school premises. 

206. The MSU Defendants' failure to promptly and appropriately investigate 

and remedy and respond to the sexual assaults after they received notice subjected 

Plaintiff to further harassment and a sexually hostile environment, effectively denying 

her all access to educational opportunities at MSU, including medical care. 

207. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' actions and/or 

inactions, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss 

of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented 
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and will continue to be prevented from p vities and 

obtaining the full enjoyment of life. 

COUNT TWO: VIOLATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS 
42 U.S.C. § 1983 
MSU DEFENDANTS AND DEFENDANT NASSAR 

208. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

209. Plaintiff, a female, is a member of a protected class under the Equal 

Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution.

210. Plaintiff enjoys the constitutionally protected due process right to be free 

from the invasion of bodily integrity through sexual assault, abuse, or molestation. 

211. At all relevant times, Defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, and Nassar were 

acting under color of law, to wit, under color of statutes, ordinances, regulations, 

policies, customs, and usages of the State of Michigan and/or Defendant Michigan 

State University.

212. The acts as alleged above amount to a violation of these clearly 

established constitutionally protected rights, of which reasonable persons in the MSU 

Defendants' positions should have known.

213. The MSU Defendants have the ultimate responsibility and authority to train 

and supervise their employees, agents, and/or representatives, in the appropriate manner 

of detecting, reporting, and preventing sexual abuse, assault, and molestation and as a 

matter of acts, custom, policy, and/or practice, failed to do so with deliberate indifference.

214. As a matter of custom, policy, and and/or practice, the MSU Defendants had 

and have the ultimate responsibility and authority to investigate complaints against their 

employees, agents, and representatives from all individuals including, but not limited to 

students, visitors, faculty, staff, or other employees, agents, and/or representatives, and 

failed to do so with deliberate indifference.
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215. The MSU Defendants had a duty to prevent sexual assault, abuse, and 

molestation on their campus and premises, that duty arising under the above-referenced 

constitutional rights, as well as established rights pursuant to Title IX. 

216. Defendant MSU's internal policies provide that "[a]ll University employees ... 

are expected to promptly report sexual misconduct or relationship violence that they 

observe or learn about and that involves a member of the University community (faculty, 

staff or student) or occurred at a University event or on University property."  The policies 

state further: "[t]he employee must report all relevant details about the alleged relationship 

violence or sexual misconduct that occurred on campus or at a campus-sponsored 

event..."

217. Defendant MSU's aforementioned internal policies were violated in or 

around 1999 when a patient reported sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by 

Defendant Nassar to MSU representatives including trainers and a coach and no action 

was taken to address her complaints.

218. Defendant MSU's aforementioned internal policies were violated in 2000 

when a patient reported sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by Defendant Nassar to 

MSU representatives including trainers and no action was taken to address her 

complaints.

219. The MSU Defendants' failure to address complaints led to 

an unknown number of individuals being victimized, sexually assaulted, abused, and 

molested by Defendant Nassar.

220. Additionally, the MSU Defendants  failure to properly address the 2014 

complaint regarding Defendant Nassar's conduct also led to others being victimized, 

sexually assaulted, abused and molested by Defendant Nassar. 
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221. Ultimately, the MSU Defendants failed to adequately and properly 

investigate the complaints of Plaintiff or other similarly-situated individuals including but 

not limited to failing to:

a. perform a thorough investigation into improper conduct by 
Defendant Nassar after receiving complaints in 1999 and 2000; 

b. thoroughly review and investigate all policies, practices, procedures 
and training materials related to the circumstances surrounding the 
conduct of Defendant Nassar; 

c. recognize sexual assault when reported in 2014 and permitting 
University officials to deem sexual assault as "medically appropriate" 
and "not of a sexual nature"; and 

d. ensure all institutional guidelines issued following the 2014 
investigation into Defendant Nassar's conduct were satisfied. 

222. As indicated in the U.S. Department of Education Office of Civil Rights 

report, the MSU Defendants had a culture that permitted a sexually hostile environment 

to exist affecting numerous individuals on Defendant MSU's campus, including Plaintiff. 

223. Also indicated in the report was Defendant MSU's custom, practice, and/or 

policy of failing to address complaints of sexual harassment, including sexual violence 

in a prompt and equitable manner which caused and may have contributed to a 

continuation of the sexually hostile environment. 

224. By failing to prevent the aforementioned sexual assault, abuse, and 

molestation upon Plaintiff, and by failing to appropriately respond to reports of 

Defendant Nassar's sexual assault, abuse, and molestation in a manner that was so 

clearly unreasonable it amounted to deliberate indifference, the MSU Defendants are 

liable to Plaintiffs pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1983.

225. The MSU Defendants are also liable to Plaintiff under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 for 

maintaining customs, policies, and practices which deprived Plaintiff of rights secured 
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by the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution in violation of 42 U.S.C. 

§ 1983. 

226. The MSU Defendants tolerated, authorized and/or permitted a custom, 

policy, practice or procedure of insufficient supervision and failed to adequately screen, 

counsel, or discipline Defendant Nassar, with the result that Defendant Nassar was 

allowed to violate the rights of persons such as Plaintiff with impunity.

227. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' actions and/or 

inactions, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continue to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue 

to be preve  daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

COUNT THREE:  FAILURE TO TRAIN AND SUPERVISE 
42 U.S.C. § 1983 
MSU DEFENDANTS 

228. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs.

229. The MSU Defendants have the ultimate responsibility and authority to train 

and supervise their employees, agents, and/or representatives including Defendant 

Nassar and all faculty and staff regarding their duties toward students, faculty, staff, and 

visitors. 
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230. The MSU Defendants failed to train and supervise their employees, 

agents, and/or representatives including all faculty and staff, regarding the following 

duties:

a. Perceive, report, and stop inappropriate sexual conduct on campus;

b. Provide diligent supervision over student-athletes and other 
individuals; 

c. Report suspected incidents of sexual abuse or sexual assault; 

d. Ensure the safety of all students, faculty, staff, and visitors to 
Defendant MSU's campus premises; 

e. Provide a safe environment for all students, faculty, staff, and 
visitors to Defendant MSU's premises free from sexual harassment; 
and 

f. Properly train faculty and staff to be aware of their individual 
responsibility for creating and maintaining a safe environment. 

b. The above list of duties is not exhaustive.

231. The MSU Defendants failed to adequately train coaches, trainers, medical 

staff, and others regarding the aforementioned duties which led to violations of Plaintiff s 

rights. 

232. As a result, the MSU Defendants deprived Plaintiff of rights secured by the 

Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution in violation of 42 U.S.C. § 

1983. 

233. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants' actions and/or inactions, 

Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial infections, and 

continue to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, 

fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue to be 
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prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of 

life. 

COUNT FOUR:  GROSS NEGLIGENCE 
MSU DEFENDANTS AND  
DEFENDANT NASSAR

234. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

235. The MSU Defendants owed Plaintiff a duty to use due care to ensure her 

safety and freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with 

their employees, representatives, and/or agents, including Defendant Nassar. 

236. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiff a duty of due care in carrying out medical 

treatment as an employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSU Defendants. 

237. By seeking medical treatment from Defendant Nassar in the course of his 

employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants, a special, 

confidential, and fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff and Defendant Nassar was 

created, resulting in Defendant Nassar owing Plaintiff a duty to use due care. 

238. The MSU Defendants' failure to adequately supervise Defendant Nassar, 

especially after MSU knew or should have known of complaints regarding his 

nonconsensual sexual touching and assaults during  was so reckless as to 

demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to Plaintiff. 

239. Defendant Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting 

Plaintiff in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU 

Defendants and under the guise of rendering "medical treatment" was so reckless as to 

demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to Plaintiff.
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240. The MSU Defendants' conduct demonstrated a willful disregard for 

precautions to ensure Plaintiff s safety.

241. The MSU Defendants' conduct as described above, demonstrated a willful 

disregard for substantial risks to Plaintiff. 

242. The MSU Defendants breached duties owed to Plaintiff and were grossly 

negligent when they conducted themselves by the actions described above, said acts 

having been committed with reckless disregard for Plaintiff onstitutional 

and/or statutory rights, and with a substantial lack of concern as to whether an injury 

would result.

243. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants' actions and/or inactions, 

Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial infections, and 

continue to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, 

fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue to be 

prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of 

life.

COUNT FIVE:  NEGLIGENCE 
MSU DEFENDANTS AND  
DEFENDANT NASSAR 

244.  Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs.

245. The MSU Defendants owed Plaintiff a duty of ordinary care to ensure her 

safety and freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with 

their employees, representatives and/or agents.
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246. By seeking medical treatment from Defendant Nassar in his capacity as an 

employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSU Defendants, a special, confidential, 

and fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff and Defendant Nassar was created, resulting 

in Defendant Nassar owing Plaintiff a duty to use ordinary care. 

247. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiff a duty of ordinary care. 

248. The MSU Defendants' failure to adequately train and supervise Defendant 

Nassar breached the duty of ordinary care. 

249. The MSU Defendants had notice through their own employees, agents, 

and/or representatives as early as 1999, again in 2000, and again in 2014 of complaints of 

a sexual nature related to Defendant Nassar's purported  with young girls 

and women. 

250. The MSU Defendants should have known of the foreseeability of sexual 

abuse with respect to youth and collegiate sports. 

251. The MSU Defendants' failure to properly investigate, address, and remedy 

complaints regarding Defendant Nassar's conduct was a breach of ordinary care. 

252. Defendant Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting 

Plaintiff in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU 

Defendants was a breach of the duty to use ordinary care. 

253. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants' conduct, actions and/or 

inactions, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will 
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continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

COUNT SIX: VICARIOUS LIABILITY 
MSU DEFENDANTS 

254. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

255. Vicarious liability is indirect responsibility imposed by operation of law 

where an employer is bound to keep its employees within their proper bounds and is 

responsible if it fails to do so.  

256. Vicarious liability essentially creates agency between the principal and its 

agent, so that the principal is held to have done what the agent has done. 

257. The MSU Defendants employed and/or held Defendant Nassar out to be 

their agent and/or representative from approximately 1996 to 2016. 

258. Defendant MSU's website contains hundreds of pages portraying 

Defendant Nassar as a distinguished member of Defendant MSU's College of 

Osteopathic Medicine, Division of Sports Medicine. 

259. The MSU Defendants are vicariously liable for the actions of Defendant 

Nassar as described above that were performed during the course of his employment, 

representation, and/or agency with the MSU Defendants and while he had unfettered 

access to young female athletes on MSU's campus and premises through its College of 

Osteopathic Medicine and Division of Sports Medicine. 

260. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant Nassar's actions carried 

out in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU 

Defendants, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 
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physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life.

COUNT SEVEN:  EXPRESS/IMPLIED AGENCY 
MSU DEFENDANTS

261. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

262. An agent is a person who is authorized by another to act on its behalf. 

263. The MSU Defendants intentionally or negligently made representations that 

Defendant Nassar was their employee, agent, and/or representative. 

264. On the basis of those representations, Plaintiff reasonably believed that 

Defendant Nassar was acting as an employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSU 

Defendants. 

265. Plaintiff was injured as a result of Defendant Nassar's sexual assault, abuse, 

and molestation as described above, acts that were performed during the course of his 

employment, agency, and/or representation with the MSU Defendants and while he had 

unfettered access to young female athletes. 

266. Plaintiff was injured because she relied on the MSU Defendants to provide 

employees, agents, and or representatives who would exercise reasonable skill and 

care. 

267. As a direct and/or proximate cause of Defendant Nassar's negligence 

carried out in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representative of the MSU 

Defendants, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 
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infections, discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial infections, and 

continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, 

fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to be 

prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of 

life.

COUNT EIGHT:  NEGLIGENT SUPERVISION 
MSU DEFENDANTS

268. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

269. The MSU Defendants had a duty to provide reasonable supervision of their 

employee, agent and/or representative, Defendant Nassar, while he was in the course of 

his employment, agency or representation with the MSU Defendants and while he 

interacted with young female athletes including Plaintiff. 

270. It was reasonably foreseeable given the known sexual abuse in youth 

sports and gymnastics in particular that Defendant Nassar who had prior allegations 

against him had or would sexually abuse children, including Plaintiff, unless properly 

supervised. 

271. The MSU Defendants by and through their employees, agents, managers 

and/or assigns, such as President Simon, President McPherson, Dean Strampel or Dr. 

Kovan knew or reasonably should have known of Defendant Nassar's conduct and/or 

that Defendant Nassar was an unfit employee, agent, and/or representative because of 

his sexual interest in children. 

272. The MSU Defendants breached their duty to provide reasonable 

supervision of Defendant Nassar, and permitted Defendant Nassar, who was in a 

position of trust and authority, to commit the acts against Plaintiff. 
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273. The aforementioned sexual abuse occurred while Plaintiff and Defendant 

Nassar were on the premises of Defendant MSU, and while Defendant Nassar was 

acting in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU 

Defendants. 

274. The MSU Defendants tolerated, authorized and/or permitted a custom, 

policy, practice or procedure of insufficient supervision and failed to adequately screen, 

counsel, or discipline such individuals, with the result that Defendant Nassar was 

allowed to violate the rights of persons such as Plaintiff with impunity. 

275. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' negligent 

supervision, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

COUNT NINE:  NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO WARN OR PROTECT 
MSU DEFENDANTS 

276. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

277. The MSU Defendants knew or should have known that Defendant Nassar 

posed a risk of harm to Plaintiffs or those in Plaintiffs' situation. 

278. As early as 1999, the MSU Defendants had direct and/or constructive 

knowledge as to the dangerous conduct of Defendant Nassar and failed to act 

reasonably and responsibly in response. 
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279. The MSU Defendants knew or should have known Defendant Nassar 

committed sexual assault, abuse, and molestation and/or was continuing to engage in 

such conduct. 

280. The MSU Defendants had a duty to warn or protect Plaintiff and others in 

Plaintiff s situation against the risk of injury by Defendant Nassar. 

281. The duty to disclose this information arose by the special, trusting, 

confidential, and fiduciary relationship between Defendant Nassar as an employee, 

agent, and or representative of the MSU Defendants and Plaintiff. 

282. The MSU Defendants breached said duty by failing to warn Plaintiff and/or 

by failing to take reasonable steps to protect Plaintiffs from Defendant Nassar. 

283. The MSU Defendants breached its duties to protect Plaintiffs by failing to: 

a. respond to allegations of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation; 

b. detect and/or uncover evidence of sexual assault, abuse, and 
molestation; and, 

c. investigate, adjudicate, and terminate Defendant Nassar's 
employment with Defendant MSU prior to 2016. 

284. The MSU Defendants failed to adequately screen, counsel and/or 

discipline Defendant Nassar for physical and/or mental conditions that might have 

rendered him unfit to discharge the duties and responsibilities of a physician at an 

educational institution, resulting in violations of Plaintiff s rights. 

285. The MSU Defendants willfully refused to notify, give adequate warning, 

conduct. 

286. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' negligent 

supervision, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 
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infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

COUNT TEN: NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO TRAIN OR EDUCATE 
MSU DEFENDANTS 

287. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

288. The MSU Defendants breached their duty to take reasonable protective 

measures to protect Plaintiff and others from the risk of sexual abuse and/or sexual 

assault by Defendant Nassar, such as the failure to properly train or educate Plaintiff 

and other individuals (including minors) about how to avoid such a risk. 

289. The MSU Defendants failed to implement reasonable safeguards to: 

a. Prevent acts of sexual assault, and 

b.      Avoid placing Defendant Nassar in positions where he would be in 
unsupervised contact and interaction with Plaintiff and other young 
athletes. 

290. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' negligent 

failure to train or educate, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, 

bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

COUNT ELEVEN:  NEGLIGENT RETENTION 
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MSU DEFENDANTS

291. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

292. The MSU Defendants had a duty to exercise due care when 

credentialing, hiring, retaining, screening, checking, regulating, monitoring, and 

supervising employees, agents and/or representatives, but they breached that duty. 

293. The MSU Defendants were negligent in the retention of Defendant Nassar 

as an employee, agent, and/or representative in their failure to adequately investigate, 

report and address complaints about his conduct of which they knew or should have 

known. 

294. The MSU Defendants were negligent in the retention of Defendant Nassar 

as an employee, agent, and/or representative when after they discovered, or reasonably 

should have discovered Defendant Nassar's conduct which reflected a propensity for 

sexual misconduct. 

295. The MSU Defendants' failure to act in accordance with the standard of 

care resulted in Defendant Nassar gaining access to and sexually abusing and/or 

sexually assaulting Plaintiff and an unknown number of other individuals. 

296. The aforementioned negligence in the credentialing, hiring, retaining, 

screening, checking, regulating, monitoring, and supervising of Defendant Nassar 

created a foreseeable risk of harm to Plaintiff as well as other minors and young adults. 

297. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' negligent 

retention, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 
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disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life; was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life; has sustained and will continue to sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity. 

COUNT TWELVE: INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF  
EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 
MSU DEFENDANTS 

298. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

299. The MSU Defendants allowed Defendant Nassar to be in a position where 

he could sexually assault, abuse, and molest children and young adults. 

300. A reasonable person would not expect the MSU Defendants to tolerate or 

permit their employee or agent to carry out sexual assault, abuse, or molestation after they 

knew or should have known of complaints and claims of sexual assault and abuse 

occurring during Defendant Nassar' s 

301. The MSU Defendants held Defendant Nassar in high esteem and acclaim 

which in turn encouraged Plaintiff and others to respect and trust Defendant Nassar and 

seek out his services and to not question his methods or motives. 

302. The MSU Defendants protected Defendant Nassar in part to bolster and 

sustain his national and international reputation in the gymnastics community. 

303. A reasonable person would not expect the MSU Defendants to be 

incapable of supervising Defendant Nassar and/or preventing Defendant Nassar from 

committing acts of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation. 

304. The MSU Defendants' conduct as described above was intentional and/or 

reckless. 

305. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' conduct, 

Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial infections, and 

Ý¿» ïæïèó½ªóððíéé   ÛÝÚ Ò±ò ï º·´»¼ ðìñðíñïè   Ð¿¹»×Üòêï   Ð¿¹» êï ±º èëCase 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 182 of 304



62 

continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, 

fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue to be 

prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of 

life. 

COUNT THIRTEEN: FRAUD AND MISREPRESENTATION 
MSU DEFENDANTS 

306. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

307. From approximately 1996 to September 2016, the MSU Defendants 

represented to Plaintiff and the public that Defendant Nassar was a competent and safe 

physician. 

308. By representing that Defendant Nassar was a team physician and athletic 

physician at Defendant MSU and a National Team Physician with Defendant USAG, the 

MSU Defendants represented to Plaintiff and the public that Defendant Nassar was safe, 

trustworthy, of high moral and ethical repute, and that Plaintiff and the public need not 

worry about being harmed by Defendant Nassar. 

309. The representations were false when they were made as Defendant 

Nassar had and was continuing to sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiff and an 

unknown number of other individuals. 

310. As of 1999 and 2000, the MSU Defendants knew their representations of 

Defendant Nassar were false because patients had complained of Defendant Nassar's 

conduct to MSU representatives. 

311. Although MSU Defendants were informed of Defendant Nassar's conduct 

they failed to investigate, remedy, or in any way address complaints. 
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312. The MSU Defendants continued to hold Defendant Nassar out as a 

competent and safe physician. 

313. Additional complaints against Defendant Nassar surfaced in 2014, 

however, because of Defendant MSU's culture which included existence of a sexually 

hostile environment on Defendant MSU's campus and premises and the University's 

failure to address complaints of sexual harassment, including sexual violence in a 

prompt and equitable manner which in turn caused and may have contributed to a 

continuation of the sexually hostile environment, Defendant Nassar was permitted to 

continue employment and sexually abuse, assault, and molest Plaintiff and an unknown 

number of other individuals. 

314. Between the time of the 2011 complaint and September 2016, the MSU 

Defendants continued to hold Defendant Nassar out as a competent and safe physician. 

315. Plaintiff relied on the assertions of the MSU Defendants and continued to 

seek treatment from Defendant Nassar in the wake of known concerns and dangers. 

316. Plaintiff was subjected to sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as a 

result of the MSU Defendants' fraudulent misrepresentations regarding Defendant 

Nassar. 

317. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' fraudulent 

misrepresentations, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, 

bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life; was prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing  daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life.
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VII. CLAIMS AGAINST USA GYMNASTICS

COUNT FOURTEEN: GROSS NEGLIGENCE 
DEFENDANT USAG AND  
DEFENDANT NASSAR 

318. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

319. Defendant USAG owed Plaintiff a duty to use due care to ensure her safety 

and freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with its 

employees, representatives, and/or agents.  

320. Plaintiff is or was a member of USAG, participated in USAG sanctioned 

events, and was knowledgeable of and referred to Defendant Nassar through USAG 

affiliations. 

321. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiff a duty to use due care in his capacity as 

an employee, representative, and/or agent of Defendant USAG. 

322. By seeking medical treatment from Defendant Nassar in his capacity as 

an employee, agent, and/or representative of Defendant USAG, a special, confidential, 

and fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff  and Defendant Nassar was created, resulting 

in Defendant Nassar owing Plaintiff a duty to use due care. 

323. Defendant USAG's failure to adequately supervise Defendant Nassar was 

so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would 

result to Plaintiff. 

324. Defendant Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting 

Plaintiff under the guise of rendering medical "treatment" as an employee, 

representative, and/or agent of Defendant USAG was so reckless as to demonstrate a 

substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to Plaintiff. 
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325. Defendant USAG's conduct demonstrated a willful disregard for necessary 

precautions to reasonably protect Plaintiff  safety. 

326. Defendant USAG's conduct as described above, demonstrated a willful 

disregard for substantial risks to Plaintiff. 

327. Defendant USAG breached duties owed to Plaintiff and was grossly 

negligent by its actions described above, including but not limited to their failure to notify 

MSU about the reasons for Nassar's separation from USAG and more broadly the issues 

surrounding sexual abuse in gymnastics and warning signs and reporting requirements. 

Said acts were committed with reckless disregard for Plaintiff s health, safety, 

Constitutional and/or statutory rights, and with a substantial lack of concern as to whether 

an injury would result. 

328. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG'S actions and/or 

inactions, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life.

COUNT FIFTEEN:  NEGLIGENCE 
DEFENDANT USAG AND  
DEFENDANT NASSAR 

329. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 
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330. Defendant USAG owed Plaintiff a duty of ordinary care to ensure her safety 

and freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while being treated by their 

employees, representatives, and agents. 

331. Plaintiff, as a member of the USAG, had a reasonable expectation that the 

USAG was recommending competent and ethical physicians and trainers for medical 

treatment who would carry out said treatment without sexual assault, abuse, and 

molestation. 

332. By seeking medical treatment from Defendant Nassar in his capacity as an 

employee, agent, and/or representative of Defendant USAG, a special, confidential, and 

fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff and Defendant Nassar was created, resulting in 

Defendant Nassar owing Plaintiff a duty to use ordinary care. 

333. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiff a duty of ordinary care in carrying out 

medical treatment. 

334. Defendant USAG's failure to adequately train and supervise Defendant 

Nassar breached the duty of ordinary care. 

335. Defendant USAG's failure to properly investigate, address, and remedy 

complaints regarding Defendant Nassar's conduct was a breach of ordinary care. 

336. Defendant USAG's failure to inform Plaintiff and the public of the 

allegations and concerns leading to Defendant Nassar's separation from USAG was a 

breach of ordinary care. 

337. Defendant Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting 

Plaintiff was a breach of the duty to use ordinary care. 

338. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants' conduct, actions and/or 

inactions, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 
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infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life.

COUNT SIXTEEN:  VICARIOUS LIABILITY 
DEFENDANT USAG 

339. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

340. Vicarious liability is indirect responsibility imposed by operation of law 

where an employer is bound to keep its employees within their proper bounds and is 

responsible if it fails to do so. 

341. Vicarious liability essentially creates agency between the principal and its 

agent, so that the principal is held to have done what the agent has done. 

342. Defendant USAG's website contains sites portraying Defendant Nassar as 

the recipient of distinguished awards and boasts him as having been "instrumental" to 

the success of USA gymnastics. 

343. Defendant USAG employed and/or held Defendant Nassar out to be its 

agent and/or representative from approximately 1986 to 2015. 

344. Defendant USAG is vicariously liable for the actions of Defendant Nassar as 

described above that were performed during the course of his employment, 

representation, or agency with Defendant USAG and while he had unfettered access to 

young female athletes. 

345. As a direct and/or proximate cause of Defendant Nassar's negligence 

carried out in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation with 
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Defendant USAG Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, 

bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life 

COUNT SEVENTEEN: EXPRESS/IMPLIED AGENCY 
DEFENDANT USAG 

346. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

347. An agent is a person who is authorized by another to act on its behalf. 

348. Defendant USAG intentionally or negligently made representations that 

Defendant Nassar was their employee, agent, and/or representative. 

349. On the basis of those representations, Plaintiff reasonably believed 

Defendant Nassar was acting as an employee, agent, and/or representation of Defendant 

USAG. 

350. Plaintiff was injured as a result of Defendant Nassar's sexual assault, abuse, 

and molestation as described above carried out through his employment, agency, and/or 

representation with Defendant USAG. 

351. Plaintiff was injured because she relied on Defendant USAG to provide 

employees or agents who would exercise reasonable skill and care. 

352. As a direct and/or proximate cause of Defendant Nassar's negligence 

carried out in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation with 

Defendant USAG Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, 

bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 
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distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life.

COUNT EIGHTEEN: NEGLIGENT SUPERVISION 
DEFENDANT USAG 

353. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

354. Defendant USAG had a duty to provide reasonable supervision of its 

employee, agent, and/or representative, Defendant Nassar, while he was in the course 

of his employment, agency and/or representation of Defendant USAG and while he 

interacted with young female athletes including Plaintiff. 

355. It was reasonably foreseeable given the known sexual abuse in youth 

sports and gymnastics in particular that Defendant Nassar, who had prior allegations 

against him had or would sexually abuse children, including Plaintiff, unless properly 

supervised. 

356. Defendant USAG by and through its employees, agents, managers, 

and/or assigns such as Mr. Penny or Mr. Colarossi, knew or reasonably should have 

known of Defendant Nassar's conduct and/or that Defendant Nassar was an unfit 

employee, agent, and/or representative because of his sexual interest in children and 

young adults. 

357. Defendant USAG breached its duty to provide reasonable supervision of 

Defendant Nassar, and its failure permitted Defendant Nassar, who was in a position of 

trust and authority, to commit the acts against Plaintiff. 
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358. The aforementioned sexual abuse occurred while Defendant Nassar was 

acting in the course of his employment, agency and/or representation of Defendant USAG. 

359. Defendant USAG tolerated, authorized, and/or permitted a custom, policy, 

practice, or procedure of insufficient supervision and failed to adequately screen, 

counsel, or discipline Defendant Nassar, with the result that Defendant Nassar was 

allowed to violate the rights of persons such as Plaintiff  with impunity. 

360. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG's negligent 

supervision, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and has sustained and will continue to sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity. 

COUNT NINETEEN: NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO WARN OR PROTECT 
DEFENDANT USAG 

361. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

362. Given the direct or indirect knowledge of sexual abuse in youth sports and 

gymnastics in particular, it was reasonably foreseeable that sexual abuse of minors may 

occur if proper procedures were not taken by Defendant USAG. 

363. Defendant USAG knew or should have known that Defendant Nassar 

posed a risk of harm to Plaintiff  situation. 
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364. Defendant USAG had direct and/or constructive knowledge as to the 

dangerous conduct of Defendant Nassar and failed to act reasonably and responsibly in 

response. 

365. Defendant USAG knew or should have known that Defendant Nassar 

previously committed sexual assault, abuse, and molestation and/or was continuing to 

engage in such conduct. 

366. Defendant USAG had a duty to warn or protect Plaintiff and others in 

Plaintiff s situation against the risk of injury by Defendant Nassar. 

367. The duty to disclose this information arose by the special, trusting, 

confidential, and fiduciary relationship between Defendant Nassar in his capacity as 

employee, agent, and/or representative of Defendant USAG and Plaintiff. 

368. Defendant USAG breached said duty by failing to warn Plaintiff and/or by 

failing to take reasonable steps to protect Plaintiff from Defendant Nassar. 

369. Defendant USAG breached its duties to protect Plaintiff by failing to detect 

and/or uncover evidence of sexual abuse and sexual assault, investigate Defendant 

Nassar, adjudicate and suspend and/or ban Defendant Nassar from USAG affiliation 

and USAG sanctioned events. 

370. Defendant USAG failed to adequately screen, counsel and/or discipline 

Defendant Nassar for physical and/or mental conditions that might have rendered him 

unfit to discharge the duties and responsibilities of a physician in his capacity as an 

employee, agent, and/or representative of Defendant USAG, resulting in violation of 

Plaintiff's rights. 

371. Defendant USAG willfully refused to notify, give adequate warning, and 

implement appropriate safeguards to protect Plaintiff from Defendant Nassar's conduct. 
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372. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG's negligent failure 

to warn or protect, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, 

bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and 

will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the 

full enjoyment of life.

COUNT TWENTY:  NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO TRAIN OR EDUCATE 
DEFENDANT USAG 

373. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

374. Defendant USAG breached its duty to take reasonable protective 

measures to protect Plaintiff and other individuals from the risk of childhood sexual 

abuse and/or sexual assault by Defendant Nassar, such as by a failure to properly train 

or educate Plaintiffs and other individuals (including minors) about how to avoid such a 

risk. 

375. Defendant USAG failed to implement reasonable safeguards to: 

a. Prevent acts of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by 
Defendant Nassar; 

b. Avoid placing Defendant Nassar in positions where he would have 
unsupervised contact and interaction with Plaintiff and other young 
athletes. 

376. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG's negligent failure 

to train or educate, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, 

bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-
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esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and 

will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the 

full enjoyment of life.

COUNT TWENTY-ONE: NEGLIGENT RETENTION 
DEFENDANT USAG 

377. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

378. Defendant USAG had a duty to exercise due care when credentialing, 

hiring, retaining, screening, checking, regulating, monitoring, and supervising 

employees, agents and/or representatives, but failed to do so. 

379. Defendant USAG was negligent in the retention of Defendant Nassar as 

an employee, agent, and/or representative, and in its failure to adequately investigate, 

report, and address complaints about  conduct of which it knew or 

should have known. 

380. Defendant USAG was negligent in the retention of Defendant Nassar after 

it discovered, or reasonably should have discovered, Defendant Nassar's conduct 

reflected a propensity for sexual misconduct. 

381. Defendant USAG's failure to act in accordance with the standard of care 

resulted in Defendant Nassar gaining access to and sexually abusing and/or sexually 

assaulting Plaintiff as well as an unknown number of other individuals. 

382. The aforementioned negligence in the credentialing, hiring, retaining, 

screening, checking, regulating, monitoring, and supervising of Defendant Nassar 

created a foreseeable risk of harm to Plaintiff as well as other minors and young adults. 

383. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG's negligent 

retention, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 
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infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life; was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life.

COUNT TWENTY-TWO: INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF  
EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 
DEFENDANT USAG 

384. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

385. Defendant USAG allowed Defendant Nassar to be in a position where he 

could sexually assault, abuse, and molest children and young adults. 

386. A reasonable person would not expect Defendant USAG to tolerate or 

permit its employee, agent, or representative to carry out sexual assault, abuse, or 

molestation. 

387. Defendant USAG held Defendant Nassar in high esteem and acclaim 

which in turn encouraged Plaintiff and others to respect and trust Defendant Nassar and 

seek out his services and to not question his methods or motives. 

388. Defendant USAG protected Defendant Nassar in part to bolster its national 

and international reputation in the gymnastics community. 

389. A reasonable person would not expect Defendant USAG to be incapable 

of supervising Defendant Nassar and/or preventing Defendant Nassar from committing 

acts of sexual assault, abuse and molestation. 

390. Defendant USAG's conduct as described above was intentional and/or 

reckless. 
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391. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG's conduct, Plaintiff 

suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial infections, and continues 

to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of 

emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, 

humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue to be prevented from 

performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life.

COUNT TWENTY-THREE: FRAUD AND MISREPRESENTATION 
   DEFENDANT USAG 

392. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

393. From approximately 1996 to summer 2015, Defendant USAG represented to 

Plaintiff and the public that Defendant Nassar was a competent, ethical, and safe 

physician. 

394. By representing that Defendant Nassar was a team physician and athletic 

physician at Defendant MSU and a National Team Physician with Defendant USAG, 

Defendant USAG represented to Plaintiffs and the public that Defendant Nassar was 

safe, trustworthy, of high moral and ethical repute, and that Plaintiff and the public need 

not worry about being harmed by Defendant Nassar. 

395. The representations were false when they were made as Defendant 

Nassar had and was continuing to sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiff and an 

unknown number of other individuals. 

396. Additionally, complaints were made to Defendant USAG, yet Defendant 

USAG did not contact Plaintiff, the MSU Defendants, or any other clubs, or organizations 

affiliated with Defendant Nassar to inform them of the allegations and potential harm to 

Plaintiff and others. 
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397. Plaintiff relied on the assertions of Defendant USAG and Plaintiff continued 

to seek treatment of Defendant Nassar in the wake of known concerns and dangers. 

398. Plaintiff was subjected to sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as a 

result of Defendant USAG's fraudulent misrepresentations regarding Defendant Nassar. 

399. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG's fraudulent 

misrepresentations, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, 

bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life; was prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

VIII. CLAIMS AGAINST NASSAR 

COUNT TWENTY-FOUR: ASSAULT & BATTERY 
DEFENDANT NASSAR 

400. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

401. The acts committed by Defendant Nassar against Plaintiff described herein 

constitute assault and battery, actionable under the laws of Michigan. 

402. Defendant Nassar committed nonconsensual sexual acts which resulted in 

harmful or offensive contact with the bodies of Plaintiff. 

403. Specifically, Defendant Nassar committed acts which caused injury to 

Plaintiff by subjecting her to an imminent battery and/or intentional invasion of her rights 

to be free from offensive and harmful contact, and said conduct demonstrated that 

Defendant Nassar had a present ability to subject Plaintiff to an immediate, intentional, 

offensive and harmful touching. 
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404. Defendant Nassar assaulted and battered Plaintiff by nonconsensual and 

unwanted digital vaginal penetration, digital anal penetration, and touching some of 

Plaintiff's breasts without notice or explanation of the "treatment." 

405. Plaintiff did not consent to the contact, which caused injury, damage, loss, 

and/or harm.  

406. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant Nassar's assault and 

battery, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life.

COUNT TWENTY-FIVE: 

407. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

408. Defendant Nassar used his authority and position with Defendants MSU 

and USAG to sexually assault, abuse and molest Plaintiff, and an unknown number of 

other individuals, minors, and young adults. 

409. Defendant Nassar, in committing acts of sexual assault, abuse, and 

molestation as described above under the guise of medical "treatment," exhibited conduct 

that is extreme, outrageous and/or reckless in nature. 

410. A reasonable person would not expect their physician to sexually assault, 

abuse or molest them, and to do so under the guise of medical "treatment" without 
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proper notice or explanation, and without giving the patient the opportunity to refuse 

"treatment" of that nature. 

411. Defendant Nassar's conduct was intentional or reckless as he repeatedly 

sexually assaulted, abused, and molested Plaintiff over several years, from 

approximately 2012 to 2016. 

412. Defendant Nassar's conduct has caused and continues to cause Plaintiff to 

suffer emotional and psychological distress. 

413. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant Nassar's outrageous 

conduct Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life. 

COUNT TWENTY SIX: FRAUD AND MISREPRESENTATION 
DEFENDANT NASSAR 

414. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

415. From approximately 1996 to September 2016, Defendant Nassar 

represented to Plaintiff and the public that he was a competent, ethical, and safe 

physician. 

416. By representing that he was a team physician and athletic physician at 

Defendant MSU and a National Team Physician with Defendant USAG, Defendant 

Nassar represented to Plaintiff the public that Defendant Nassar was safe, trustworthy, of 
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high moral and ethical repute, and that Plaintiff and the public need not worry about being 

harmed by Defendant Nassar. 

417. The representations were false when they were made as Defendant 

Nassar had and was continuing to sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiff and an 

unknown number of individuals at MSU, USAG meets, Defendant Nassar's home, and 

other locations. 

418. Specifically, Defendant Nassar's false representations include but are not 

limited to the following: 

a. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct were a 
"new procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as 
"treatment," as a pelvic adjustment; 

b. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 
"treatment" and that it was the same that he performed on Olympic 
athletes; 

c. making a statement, explaining to  Plaintiff and another medical 
professional, that the position of his hand was in an appropriate 
place when it was not, and while he was digitally penetrating Plaintiff, 
all which were made contemporaneously and/or shortly after the 
abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by 
Defendant Nassar. 

419. The material representation(s) to Plaintiff were false, in that Defendant 

Nassar was actually engaging in conduct for his own sexual gratification and pleasure 

evidenced by his observed arousal, flushed face, and closing of the eyes during the 

conduct. 

420. Plaintiff relied on the assertions of Defendant Nassar and several Plaintiffs 

continued to seek treatment with Defendant Nassar even after Defendant Nassar became 

aware of concerns and complaints of his "treatment." 
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421. When Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s), he knew that 

they were false, in that he knew that the "treatment[s]" were not proper, appropriate, 

legitimate, and/or considered within standard of care by any physician of any specialty 

and/or sports therapist. 

422. Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s) with the intent that 

the material representation(s) should be acted and/or relied upon by Plaintiff, in that 

Plaintiff: 

a. ;  

b. should believe that the "treatment[s]" were proper, appropriate, and 
legitimate;  

c. should not believe that she had been sexually assaulted; 

d. should not believe that she had been sexually assaulted so that 
Defendant Nasser could prevent discovery of his sexual assaults; 

e. should continue the "treatment[s]" so that Defendant Nasser could 
continue to sexually assault her;  

f. should not question and/or report the conduct to appropriate 
authorities; and 

g. should not reasonably believe and not be aware of a possible cause of 
action that she had against Defendant Nassar and/or Defendant 
MSU. 

423. Defendant Nassar concealed the fraud by an affirmative act(s) that was/were 

designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent 

subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that he: 

a. positioned himself in a manner in which parents or chaperones in the 
room could not see his conduct, so that he could conceal and prevent 
discovery of his conduct; 

b. dismissed a medical professional from the room, during an 
examination of Plaintiff of whom he was digitally penetrating, who 
questioned the placement of his hands;  
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c. prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, 
guardians, and/or caregivers from being in the room during some 
examinations and treatments of Plaintiff so that he could sexually 
assault Plaintiff; 

d. did not abide by or follow the standard of care which requires 
another medical professional, chaperone, parent, guardian, and/or 
caregiver be in the room during the examination and treatment of 
minors and female patients; 

e. did not abide by or follow restrictions that had been put into place in 
2014 by Defendant MSU restricting his examination and treatment 
of patients only with another person in the room; and

f. gave patients, at appointments, gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, 
leotards, and other items, some with USAG logos and others without, 
in order to gain their trust.

424. The actions and inactions of Defendant Nassar, as described in the 

preceding paragraphs, constituted fraud. 

425. Between the times of the 1998 complaint to Defendant Twistars, the 1999 

complaint to MSU coaches and trainers, the 2000 complaint to MSU trainers, the 2004 

complaint to Meridian Township Police, the 2014 Complaint to MSU officials, and 

September 2016 when he was fired, Defendant Nassar continued to hold himself out as a 

competent and safe physician. 

426. Plaintiff was subjected to sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as a 

result of Defendant Nassar's fraudulent misrepresentations regarding Defendant 

Nassar. 

427. At all times pertinent to this action, Defendant Nassar was an agent, 

apparent agent, servant, and employee of the MSU Defendants and operated within the 

scope of his employment and his negligence is imputed to the MSU Defendants. 

428. At all times material hereto, Plaintiff was entirely free of any negligence 

contributing to the injuries and damages hereinafter alleged. 
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429. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant Nassar's fraudulent 

misrepresentations, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, 

bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life; were prevented and 

will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff s daily activities and obtaining the 

full enjoyment of life. 

IX. DAMAGES  FOR ALL AFOREMENTIONED CAUSES OF ACTION 

430. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

431. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants' actions and/or inactions 

stated above, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; was prevented and will 

continue to be preve  daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

432. The conduct, actions and/or inactions of Defendants as alleged in the 

above stated counts and causes of action constitute violations of Plaintiff

constitutional and federal rights as well as the common and/or statutory laws of the State 

of Michigan, and the United States District Court has jurisdiction to hear and adjudicate 

said claims. 

Ý¿» ïæïèó½ªóððíéé   ÛÝÚ Ò±ò ï º·´»¼ ðìñðíñïè   Ð¿¹»×Üòèî   Ð¿¹» èî ±º èëCase 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 203 of 304



83 

433. In whole or in part, as a result of some or all of the above actions and/or 

inactions of Defendants, Plaintiff has and continues to suffer irreparable harm as a 

result of the violations. 

434. The amount in controversy for Plaintiff exceeds the jurisdictional minimum 

of $75,000.00. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff requests this Court and the finder of fact to enter a 

Judgment in Plaintiff s favor against all named Defendants on all counts and claims as 

indicated above in an amount consistent with the proofs of trial, and seek against 

Defendants all appropriate damages arising out of law, equity, and fact for each or all of 

the above counts where applicable and hereby request that the trier of fact, be it judge or 

jury, award Plaintiff  all applicable damages, including but not limited to compensatory, 

special, exemplary and/or punitive damages, in whatever amount Plaintiffs are entitled, 

and all other relief arising out of law, equity, and fact, also including but not limited to: 

a. Compensatory damages in an amount to be determined as fair and 
just under the circumstances, by the trier of fact including, but not 
limited to medical expenses, loss of earnings, mental anguish, 
anxiety, humiliation, and embarrassment, violation of Plaintiffs' 
Constitutional, Federal, and State rights, loss of social pleasure and 
enjoyment, and other damages to be proved; 

b. Punitive and/or exemplary damages in an amount to be determined 
as reasonable or just the trier of fact; 

c. Reasonable attorney fees, interest, and costs; and 

d. Other declaratory, equitable, and/or injunctive relief, including, but 
not limited to implementation of institutional reform and measures of 
accountability to ensure the safety and protection of young athletes 
and other individuals, as appears to be reasonable and just. 
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Respectfully Submitted,

  /s/ Louis G. Corey  
LOUIS G. COREY (P34377) 
THE COREY LAW FIRM 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
401 N. Main Street 
Royal Oak,  MI  48067 
(248) 548-9700 

Dated: April 3, 2018 

Ý¿» ïæïèó½ªóððíéé   ÛÝÚ Ò±ò ï º·´»¼ ðìñðíñïè   Ð¿¹»×Üòèì   Ð¿¹» èì ±º èëCase 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 205 of 304



85 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN  SOUTHERN DIVISION 

JANE DOE 04 

Plaintiffs  
vs.  Case No.  

Hon. 
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY; 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF MICHIGAN 
STATE UNIVERSITY;  
LAWRENCE GERARD NASSAR, D.O., and  
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY SPORTS  
MEDICINE CLINIC and  USA GYMNASTICS, INC. 

Defendants 
_____________________________________________________________________  

LOUIS G. COREY (P34377) 
THE COREY LAW FIRM 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
401 N. Main Street 
Royal Oak,  MI  48067 
(248) 548-9700 
_____________________________________________________________________   

JURY DEMAND 

Plaintiff, Jane Doe 04, by her attorneys, COREY LAW FIRM, PLLC, requests a 

trial by jury 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  /s/ Louis G. Corey  
LOUIS G. COREY (P34377) 
THE COREY LAW FIRM 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
401 N. Main Street 
Royal Oak,  MI  48067 
(248) 548-9700 

Dated: April 3, 2018 
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State of Michigan, County of Eaton
STATE OF MICHIGAN FILED

IN THE 56TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT FOR EATON COUNTYNOV 2 v 011

DIANA BOSWORTH
EATON COUNTY CLERK

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN,

Plaintiff,       Case No. 17- 020217-FC

v HON. JANICE K. CUNNINGHAM

LAWRENCE GERARD NASSAR,

Defendant.

BILL SCHUETTE (P32532)    MATTHEW R. NEWBURG (P71692)

Attorney General Attorney for Defendant
ANGELA M. POVILAITIS (P58430)       316 Taylor Street
ROBYN N. LIDDELL (P68287)      Grand Ledge, MI 48837
CHRISTOPHER M. ALLEN (P75329)    517) 505- 2323

Assistant Attorneys General

Attorneys for Plaintiff SHANNON M. SMITH (P68683)
Cadillac Place Building, Ste. 10- 200 Attorney for Defendant
3030 W. Grand Blvd.       1668 S Telegraph Rd Ste. 140
Detroit, MI 48202 Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302-0012
313) 456-0064 248) 636-2595

PLEA AGREEMENT

NOW COME the Parties, the People of the State of Michigan, by and through

Attorney General Bill Schuette and Assistant Attorneys General Angela M.

Povilaitis, Robyn N. Liddell and Christopher M. Allen, and Attorneys for Defendant

Lawrence Gerard Nassar, Matthew R. Newburg and Shannon M. Smith, and hereby

agree to the following terms of this Plea Agreement:

PEOPLE'S

BR
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STATE OF MICHIGAN

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF INGHAM

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN,

 Plaintiff,

 -vs-  
 

LAWRENCE GERARD NASSAR,

 Defendant.

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

File No.
17-143-FC

PLEA HEARING

BEFORE THE HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA

Lansing, Michigan - November 22, 2017

APPEARANCES:

For the People:  Department of Attorney General
 ANGELA M. POVILAITIS (P58430)
 ROBYN N. BRAZEAL LIDDELL (P68287)
 CHRISTOPHER M. ALLEN
 3030 w. Grand Boulevard
 Detroit MI 48202

For the Defendant:
 SHANNON M. SMITH (P68683)  
 1668 South Telegraph
 Suite 140
 Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

 MATTHEW R. NEWBURG (P71692)
 316 Taylor Street
 Grand Ledge, MI 48837

Reported by:  Genevieve A. Hamlin, CSR-3218
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 I N D E X

WITNESS:  PAGE

None  

 *  *  *

EXHIBITS:  

None
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Lansing, Michigan   1

November 22, 2017 2

952 a.m.  3

R E C O R D 4

THE COURT:  All right.  This is the People 5

of the State of Michigan versus Lawrence Gerard 6

Nassar, docket 17-526-FC.  7

Counsel, your appearance for the record. 8

MS. POVILAITIS:  Good morning, Your Honor, 9

Angela Povilaitis, the Michigan Department of 10

Attorney General. 11

MS. LIDDELL:  Good morning, Your Honor, 12

Robyn Liddell with the AG office. 13

MR. ALLEN:  Good morning, Your Honor, 14

Christopher Allen with the AG office. 15

MR. NEWBURG:  Matthew Newburg on behalf of 16

Doctor Nassar. 17

MS. SMITH:  Good morning, Your Honor, I'm 18

Shannon Smith. 19

THE COURT:  All right.  Let's just wait a 20

moment -- you may be seated -- for Doctor Nassar. 21

The record should reflect Doctor Nassar has 22

arrived.  Counsel. 23

MS. POVILAITIS:  Judge, we are here today 24

before the court, we have a plea agreement that has 25

3

been forwarded to the defense through the prosecution 1

and we are here today to factually adopt the 2

agreement. 3

THE COURT:  All right.  I need defense 4

counsel and Doctor Nassar to approach the podium, 5

please.  6

Doctor Nassar, please raise your right 7

hand. 8

Do you swear or affirm the testimony you 9

are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, 10

and nothing but the truth under penalty of perjury? 11

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 12

THE COURT:  Thank you.  You may put your 13

hand down.  Sir, are you currently on probation or 14

parole?  15

THE DEFENDANT:  No. 16

THE COURT:  Sir, I have you at an address 17

contained in the felony information on Tiffany Lane.  18

Is that your current address?  19

THE DEFENDANT:  No.  It's Newaygo. 20

THE COURT:  Newaygo?  Can you please give 21

us that address?  22

THE DEFENDANT:  1035 East James Street.  23

1035 East James Street, Newaygo, White Cloud, 24

Michigan. 25

4

THE COURT:  Do we have a zip code?  1

MS. SMITH:  I don't.  But I can get it for 2

the court. 3

THE COURT:  All right.  Sir, are you a U.S. 4

citizen?  5

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 6

THE COURT:  And you are or were a licensed 7

medical physician?  8

THE DEFENDANT:  I was. 9

THE COURT:  Okay.  You have since lost your 10

medical license; is that correct?  11

THE DEFENDANT:  I believe so, yes. 12

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  Has a 13

plea agreement been reached?  14

MS. POVILAITIS:  It has, Your Honor.  Would 15

the court like me to read the terms of that 16

agreement?  17

THE COURT:  Yes, I would, please. 18

MS. POVILAITIS:  Thank you.  Judge, we have 19

memorialized the plea agreement into an eight page 20

document that also includes four pages of an 21

addendum.  Does the court have a copy in front of her 22

or would you like me to approach with that copy now?  23

THE COURT:  I do have a copy of that.  I 24

received it yesterday and have read it but we do need 25

5

to make a record of that, please. 1

MS. POVILAITIS:  Judge, I want to confirm 2

that the court has the accurate copy.  There was one 3

minor change made overnight.  I have additional 4

copies, if you would like that?  5

THE COURT:  I do -- my law clerk is 6

indicating to me that the copy she placed on the 7

bench is the current one, yes. 8

MS. POVILAITIS:  Thank you.  Thank you for 9

that.  Judge, the People of the State of Michigan for 10

the Attorney General's office and the attorneys of 11

the defendant, Lawrence Gerard Nassar, hereby agree 12

to the following terms of the plea agreement.  13

Paragraph one, defendant Lawrence Gerard 14

Nassar agrees to plead guilty.  The defendant shall 15

plead guilty to seven total counts of criminal sexual 16

conduct first degree, MCL 750.520b.  Specifically, 17

defendant Nassar shall plead guilty to the following 18

counts contained in the fifth amended felony 19

information which was filed with the clerk this 20

morning 21

Count one, criminal sexual conduct first 22

degree, victim under 13.  This is for victim A.  23

Count two, criminal sexual conduct first 24

degree, victim under 13.  This is for victim B.  25

6
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Count five, criminal sexual conduct first 1

degree, multiple variables, victim C.  2

Count eight, criminal sexual conduct first 3

degree, victim between the ages of 13 and 15, it's 4

for victim D 5

Count 10, criminal sexual conduct first 6

degree, victim between the ages of 13 and 15.  This 7

is for victim E.  8

Count 18, criminal sexual conduct first 9

degree, victim between the ages of 13 and 15.  This 10

is for victim G.  11

And, finally, the seventh count, count 24, 12

criminal sexual conduct first degree, victim under 13

the age of 13, victim ZA.  14

The second paragraph of our agreement reads 15

as follows:   16

This is an agreed upon minimum sentence 17

range.  The parties agree to an indeterminant 18

sentence with the minimum sentencing range between 25 19

years to 40 years for each of the above seven counts.  20

This court has final determination as to the minimum 21

sentence imposed within that agreed upon sentence 22

range for each count.  23

Paragraph three, maximum sentence range.  24

The court also has the authority to determine the 25

7

defendant's maximum sentence imposed for all seven 1

counts so long as the minimum sentence is at most 2

two-thirds the length of the maximum sentence.  3

Paragraph four, victim impact statements.  4

The defendant agrees to allow all victims or their 5

parent/representative to give victim impact 6

statements at defendant's sentencing hearing.  7

Included shall be the 125 victims who have reported 8

their assaults to Michigan State University Police 9

Department and the other acts victims who have been 10

identified on the people's witness list.  11

Paragraph five, dismissal of remaining 12

counts.  In exchange for full compliance with the 13

terms and conditions of this plea agreement, the 14

people agree to dismiss counts three, four, six, 15

seven, 20, 22, 25, and 26 and the reduced charges 16

contained in counts nine, 11, 19, 21, and 23.  17

I would note that counts 12 through 17 in 18

the information have already been dismissed by the 19

prosecution at the preliminary examination.  20

Paragraph six, non-prosecution agreement.  21

The Michigan Department of Attorney General agrees 22

not to further prosecute the defendant for all 23

reported criminal sexual conduct charges reported to 24

the Michigan State University Police Department as of 25

8

November 22nd, 2017.  We have attached addendum A 1

which is a full list of identified cases reported to 2

the Michigan State University Police Department and 3

of which the Attorney General is aware as well.  4

There is a total of 115 cases.  5

Further, the Michigan Department of 6

Attorney General agrees not to prosecute the 7

defendant for his possession of four images of child 8

sexually abusive material recovered from defendant's 9

electronic devices during recent forensic examination 10

and which are not part of his pending federal case.  11

Paragraph seven, concurrent sentencing.  12

Defendant Nassar currently faces charges in Eaton 13

County Circuit Court.  The people shall not object to 14

concurrent sentencing for all seven counts here in 15

Ingham County and for any sentence imposed pursuant 16

to the plea agreement in the case pending against the 17

defendant in Eaton County Circuit Court.  18

Paragraph eight, lifetime electronic 19

monitoring and SORA.  The defendant acknowledges and 20

understands that he is subject to lifetime electronic 21

monitoring pursuant to MCL 750.520n.  The defendant 22

also acknowledges and understands that he shall 23

comply with all requirements of the Sex Offender 24

Registration Act.  25

9

It is my understanding the defendant 1

through his attorneys will be making the factual 2

bases included, which will be paragraph 16, but I'd 3

like to place that on the record as well.  4

Paragraph 16, waiver of defenses.  5

Defendant Nassar waives any and all defenses he may 6

have asserted at trial, including any defense that 7

the conduct for which he pleads guilty was for 8

legitimate medical purpose.  9

Paragraph 17, venue.  The parties stipulate 10

that the pled to crimes all occurred within Ingham 11

County, Michigan.  12

Paragraph 18, complete agreement.  This 13

agreement, along with a similar agreement in Eaton 14

County, constitutes the complete understanding and 15

agreement between the parties.  No other promises 16

have been made 17

Paragraph 19, subject to approval of this 18

court.  The parties recognize that this plea 19

agreement, as with felony guilty plea, is subject to 20

acceptance or rejection by the court.  21

Judge, I'd like to make one other note on 22

the record.  Within the last week the Michigan 23

Department of Attorney General has contacted all 125 24

victims who have filed reports of abuse with the 25

10
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Michigan State University Police Department to 1

discuss this plea agreement, to get their input to 2

comply with the Crime Victim's Right Act.  We have 3

done so both individually and through their civil 4

attorneys and all are in agreement with the plea 5

agreement and, in fact, many are ecstatic and very 6

relieved with this plea agreement.  7

THE COURT:  Thank you.  8

MS. SMITH:  Your Honor, just for the 9

record, I did get the Zip code.  Would the court like 10

that?  11

THE COURT:  Yes, please. 12

MS. SMITH:  It's 49349 and the correct 13

address is 1035 East James Street.  That's the 14

Newaygo county jail. 15

THE COURT:  Okay.  Well, technically we 16

don't live in the jail but for this purpose I guess 17

that is appropriate. 18

MS. SMITH:  Thank you. 19

THE COURT:  All right.  You've heard the 20

agreement that's contained in the written document 21

that it appears you've all signed.  Is that a fair 22

and accurate statement, on behalf of the defendant?  23

MR. NEWBURG:  It is, Your Honor. 24

MS. SMITH:  Yes. 25

11

THE COURT:  Sir, is that your 1

understanding?  2

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 3

THE COURT:  All right.  And you've also 4

signed this document?  5

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 6

THE COURT:  And you've had an opportunity 7

to discuss all of this with your -- 8

THE DEFENDANT:  Attorneys. 9

THE COURT:  -- counsel; is that correct?  10

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.  Yes, Your Honor. 11

THE COURT:  All right.  Now, counsel, are 12

you waiving reading of counts three, four, six, 13

seven, 20, 22, 25, 26, and nine, 11, 19, 21 and 23?  14

MR. NEWBURG:  We are, Your Honor. 15

THE COURT:  And then, of course, 12 and 17 16

were dismissed.  All right.  As to counts one, two, 17

five, eight, 10, 18, and 24, you may proceed. 18

MS. POVILAITIS:  Thank you, judge.  As I've 19

indicated, we have filed a fifth amended information 20

with the court and it reads as follows:   21

The People of the State of Michigan versus 22

Lawrence Gerard Nassar, State of Michigan, county of 23

Ingham, in the name of the People of the State of 24

Michigan, Bill Schuette, Attorney General for the 25

12

state of Michigan appears before the court and 1

informs the court that on the date and at East 2

Lansing/Holt Michigan -- and the date for the record 3

is a range of July 1st, 1998, through April 27, 4

2015 -- we inform the court that the defendant in 5

count one is charged with criminal sexual conduct 6

first degree, person under 13, defendant 17 years of 7

age or older.  The date is between August 2012 8

through October 2012 and at an address of 4660 South 9

Hagadorn, East Lansing, Michigan, and this is related 10

to victim A.  11

It is alleged that the defendant, being 17 12

years of age or older, did engage in sexual 13

penetration, to wit, finger into genital opening with 14

victim A, a child under 13 years of age, contrary to 15

MCL 750.520b(a)(1) and MCL 750.520b(2)(b).  16

SORA notice.  This is a tier three offense 17

under the Sex Offender Registration Act and that is 18

pursuant to MCL 28.722(w)(iv).  19

HIV/STD testing notice.  Take notice that 20

pursuant to MCL 333.5129, upon bindover to the 21

circuit court or recorder's court the district court 22

judge shall order the defendant to be tested for 23

venereal disease, hepatitis B infection and for the 24

presence of HIV or an antibody to HIV if the judge 25

13

determines there is reason to believe the violation 1

involved sexual penetration or exposure to a body 2

fluid of the defendant.  If the district court 3

determines that testing is not required, upon 4

conviction the court must order the defendant to be 5

tested.  6

This is a felony and it carries with it a 7

term of life or any term of years and a mandatory 8

minimum of 25 years and lifetime electronic 9

monitoring and mandatory AIDS, STD testing.  10

The defendant is charged in count two with 11

the crime of criminal sexual conduct first degree, 12

person under 13, defendant 17 years of age or older.  13

The date range for count two is March 2011 through 14

May of 2011 at an address of 4660 South Hagadorn in 15

the city of East Lansing, Michigan.  This is related 16

to victim B.  17

It is alleged that the defendant, being 17 18

years of age or older, did engage in sexual 19

penetration, to wit, finger into genital opening with 20

victim B, a child under 13 years of age contrary to 21

MCL 750.520b(a)(1) and MCL 750.520b(2)(b).  22

SORA notice.  This is a tier three offense 23

under the Sex Offender Registration Act, MCL 24

28.722(w)(iv).  25

14
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HIV/STD testing notice.  Take notice that 1

pursuant to MCL 333.5129, upon bindover to circuit 2

court or recorder's court the district court judge 3

shall order the defendant to be tested for venereal 4

disease, hepatitis B infection, and for the presence 5

of HIV or an antibody to HIV if the judge determines 6

there is reason to believe the violation involved 7

sexual penetration or exposure to a bodily fluid of 8

the defendant.  If the district court determines that 9

testing is not required, upon conviction the court 10

must order the defendant to be tested.  11

This is a felony that carries with it a 12

possible penalty of life or any term of years with a 13

mandatory minimum of 25 years and lifetime electronic 14

monitoring.  Mandatory -- and mandatory AIDs or STD 15

testing.  16

For count five, criminal sexual conduct 17

first degree, this is pursuant to a relationship or 18

multiple variable under the statute.  The date range 19

is February 1st, 2000, through April 30, 2000.  The 20

location of the offense where it was committed was 21

2900 Hannah Boulevard in the city of East Lansing, 22

Michigan, and this is related to victim C 23

It is alleged the defendant did engage in 24

sexual penetration, to wit, finger into genital 25

15

opening with a child who was at least 13 but less 1

than 16 years of age and the defendant was in a 2

position of authority over the victim and used this 3

authority to coerce the victim to submit by exerting 4

his authoritative position.  This is contrary to MCL 5

750.520b(1)(b).  6

In the alternative, the defendant is 7

charged and it is alleged he did engage in sexual 8

penetration, to wit, finger into genital opening with 9

victim C causing personal injury to said victim and 10

using force or coercion to accomplish sexual 11

penetration contrary to MCL 750.520b(1)(f).  12

SORA notice.  This is a tier three offense 13

under the Sex Offender Registration Act unless the 14

court finds that the victim was between the ages of 15

13 to 15 inclusive, consented to the conduct, and the 16

defendant was not more than four years older than the 17

victim, this is contrary to -- excuse me, pursuant to 18

MCL 28.722(w)(iv).  19

HIV/STD testing.  Take notice that pursuant 20

to MCL 333.5129, upon bindover to circuit court or 21

recorder's court, the district court judge shall 22

order the defendant to be tested for venereal 23

disease, hepatitis B infection, and for the presence 24

of HIV or an antibody to HIV if the judge determines 25

16

there is reason to believe the violation involved 1

sexual penetration or exposure to a body fluid of the 2

defendant.  If the district judge determines that 3

testing is not require, upon conviction the court 4

must order the defendant to be tested.  5

Count five carries with it -- it is a 6

felony, a possible life offense, that includes 7

mandatory lifetime electronic monitoring, mandatory 8

AIDs and STD testing, and DNA that is required to be 9

taken upon defendant's arrest.  10

The court may impose consecutive sentencing 11

under 750/520b(3).  12

Count eight, criminal sexual conduct first 13

degree, relationship, with a date range of May 9, 14

2014, through May 8, 2015.  The address involved, 15

4660 Hagadorn in East Lansing, Michigan, and this is 16

related to victim D 17

It is alleged the defendant did engage in 18

sexual penetration, to wit, finger into genital 19

opening with a child who was at least 13 but less 20

than 16 years of age and the defendant was in a 21

position of authority over the victim and used his 22

authority to coerce the victim to submit by exerting 23

his authoritative position.  This is contrary to MCL 24

750.520b(1)(b).  25

17

SORA notice.  This is a tier three offense 1

under the Sex Offender Registration Act unless the 2

court finds that the victim was between the ages of 3

13 to 15 inclusive, consented to the conduct, and the 4

defendant was not more than four years older than the 5

victim pursuant to MCL 28.722(w)(iv).  6

HIV/STD testing notice.  Take notice that 7

pursuant to MCL 333.5129, upon bindover to circuit 8

court or recorder's court the district court judge 9

shall order the defendant to be tested for venereal 10

disease, hepatitis B infection, and for the presence 11

of HIV or an antibody to HIV if the judge determines 12

there is reason to believe the violation involved 13

sexual penetration or exposure to a body fluid of the 14

defendant.  If the district court determines that 15

testing is not required upon conviction, the court 16

must order the defendant to be tested.  17

Count eight is a felony offense, carries 18

with it a possible life sentence, mandatory lifetime 19

electronic monitoring, mandatory AIDs and STD 20

testing, DNA to be taken upon arrest, and the court 21

may impose a consecutive sentence under MCL 22

750.520b(3).  23

For count 10, criminal sexual conduct first 24

degree, relationship.  The date is April 28, 2012, 25

18
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through April 27, 2015, at an address of 4660 1

Hagadorn in East Lansing, Michigan, and this count is 2

related to victim E.  3

It is alleged the defendant did engage in 4

sexual penetration, to wit, finger into genital 5

opening with a child who was at least 13 but less 6

than 16 years of age and the defendant was in a 7

position of authority over the victim and used his 8

authority to coerce the victim to submit by exerting 9

his authoritative position.  This is contrary to MCL 10

750.520b(1)(b).  11

SORA notice.  This is a tier three offense 12

under the Sex Offender Registration Act unless the 13

court finds that the victim was between the ages of 14

13 to 15 inclusive, consented to the conduct, and the 15

defendant was not more than four years older than the 16

victim pursuant to MCL 28.722w(4).  17

HIV/STD testing notice.  Take notice that 18

pursuant to MCL 333.5129, upon bindover to the 19

circuit court or recorder's court the district court 20

judge shall order the defendant to be tested for 21

venereal disease, hepatitis B infection, and for the 22

presence of HIV or an antibody to HIV if the judge 23

determines there's reason to believe the violation 24

involved sexual penetration or exposure to a body 25

19

fluid of the defendant.  If the district judge 1

determines that testing is not required upon 2

conviction, the court must order the defendant to be 3

tested.  4

Count 10 carries with it -- it is a felony, 5

carries with it a life -- a possible life term, 6

mandatory lifetime electronic monitoring, mandatory 7

AIDs and STD testing, the defendant's DNA is to be 8

taken upon his arrest, and the court may impose a 9

consecutive sentence under MCL 750.520b(3).  10

For count 18, criminal sexual conduct first 11

degree.  Again, multiple variables within a 12

relationship.  Date range is April 26, 2008, through 13

April 25, 2011.  The location is 2255 Tiffany Lane in 14

the city of Holt, Michigan.  This is related to 15

victim G.  16

The defendant is charged and it is alleged 17

he did engage in sexual penetration, to wit, finger 18

into genital opening with a child who is at least 13 19

but less than 16 years of age and the defendant was 20

in a position of authority over the victim and used 21

his authority to coerce the victim to submit by 22

exerting his authoritative position.  This is 23

contrary to MCL 750.520b(1)(b).  24

SORA notice.  This is a tier three offense 25

20

under the Sex Offender Registration Act unless the 1

court finds that the victim was between the age of 13 2

to 15 inclusive, consented to the conduct, and the 3

defendant was not more than four years older than the 4

victim, HIV/STD testing notice.  5

Take notice that pursuant to MCL 333.5129, 6

upon bindover to circuit court or recorder's court 7

the district court judge shall order the defendant to 8

be tested for venereal disease, hepatitis B 9

infection, and for the presence of HIV or an antibody 10

to HIV if the judge determines there is reason to 11

believe the violation involved sexual penetration or 12

exposure to a body fluid of the defendant.  If the 13

district court judge determines that testing is not 14

required upon conviction, the court must order the 15

defendant to be tested. 16

Count 18 is a felony, it carries with it a 17

possible life sentence, mandatory lifetime electronic 18

monitoring, mandatory AIDs and STD testing, DNA to be 19

taken upon arrest, and the court may impose a 20

consecutive sentence pursuant to MCL 750.520b(3).  21

Finally, judge, for count 24, criminal 22

sexual conduct first degree, person under 13.  The 23

date range is July 1st, 1998, through January 18, 24

2005.  The location is 2255 Tiffany Lane in the city 25

21

of Holt, Michigan, and this is related to victim ZA.  1

The defendant is charged with and it is alleged he 2

did engage in sexual penetration, to wit, finger into 3

genital opening with victim ZA, said person being 4

under 13 years of age, contrary to MCL 5

750.520b(a)(1).  6

This is a tier three offense under the Sex 7

Offender Registration Act and pursuant to MCL 8

28.722(w)(iv).  9

HIV/STD testing notice.  Take notice that 10

pursuant to MCL 333.5129, upon bindover to circuit 11

court or recorder's court the district court judge 12

shall order the defendant to be tested for venereal 13

disease, hepatitis B infection, and for the presence 14

of HIV or an antibody to HIV if the judge determines 15

there is reason to believe the violation involved 16

sexual penetration or exposure to a body fluid of the 17

defendant.  If the district judge determines that 18

testing is not required upon conviction, the court 19

must order the defendant to be tested.  20

Count 24 with victim ZA carries with it a 21

life or any term of years sentence, mandatory 22

AIDs/STD testing.  23

These charges are brought against the 24

defendant and are against the peace and dignity of 25

22
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the State of Michigan, and I have signed the 1

information on behalf of the Attorney General's 2

office.  Thank you.  3

THE COURT:  Sir, did you understand what 4

was just read?  5

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 6

THE COURT:  All right.  So you understood 7

that count one, criminal sexual conduct first degree, 8

person under 13, defendant 17 years of age or older, 9

victim A, is a felony, life or any term of years, 10

mandatory minimum of 25 years and lifetime electronic 11

monitoring, mandatory AIDs, STD testing, do you 12

understand that?  13

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 14

THE COURT:  All right.  All right.  And you 15

understand count two, criminal sexual conduct first 16

degree, person under 13, defendant 17 years of age or 17

older, victim B, is a felony, life or any term of 18

years, mandatory minimum of 25 years and lifetime 19

electronic monitoring, mandatory AIDs, STD testing?  20

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 21

THE COURT:  And count five, you understand 22

criminal sexual conduct first degree, relationship, 23

victim C, is a felony, life, mandatory lifetime 24

electronic monitoring, mandatory AIDs, STD testing, 25

23

DNA to be taken upon arrest.  Was DNA taken already, 1

sir?  2

THE DEFENDANT:  From mouth swabs. 3

THE COURT:  I'm sorry?  4

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 5

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  And the 6

court may impose a consecutive sentence pursuant to 7

the statute.  Do you understand that?  8

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.  9

THE COURT:  And you understand count eight, 10

criminal sexual conduct first degree, relationship, 11

victim D, is a felony, life, mandatory lifetime 12

electronic monitoring, mandatory AIDs, STD testing, 13

DNA to be taken upon arrest.  The court may impose a 14

consecutive sentence per the statute.  Do you 15

understand that as well?  16

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 17

THE COURT:  And, count 10, criminal sexual 18

conduct first degree, relationship victim E is a 19

felony, life, mandatory lifetime electronic 20

monitoring, mandatory AIDs, STD testing, DNA to be 21

taken upon arrest, and the court may impose a 22

consecutive sentence per the statute.  Do you 23

understand that as well?  24

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 25

24

THE COURT:  Count 18, criminal sexual 1

conduct first degree, relationship, victim G, you 2

understand that's a felony, life, mandatory lifetime 3

electronic monitoring, mandatory AIDs, STD testing, 4

DNA to be taken upon arrest.  The court may impose a 5

consecutive sentence per the statute.  Do you 6

understand that as well?  7

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 8

THE COURT:  Finally, count 24, criminal 9

sexual conduct first degree, person under 13, that's 10

a felony.  That's victim ZA, life or any term of 11

years, mandatory AIDs, STD testing.  Do you 12

understand that?  13

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 14

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  Do we 15

have the advice of rights form?  16

MR. NEWBURG:  I do, Your Honor. 17

THE COURT:  You may approach.  Thank you.  18

Sir, I have the advice of rights form.  It looks like 19

you signed it today.  Did you read it before you 20

signed it?  21

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 22

THE COURT:  Did you understand what you 23

read?  24

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 25

25

THE COURT:  If you had any questions, were 1

your attorneys able to answer those questions in 2

regard to your rights?  3

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 4

THE COURT:  Do you have any questions about 5

your rights of this court?  6

THE DEFENDANT:  No, Your Honor. 7

THE COURT:  Sir, are you ready to plead at 8

this time?  9

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 10

THE COURT:  As to count one, criminal 11

sexual conduct first degree, person under 13, 12

defendant 17 years of age or older, victim A, how do 13

you plead?  14

THE DEFENDANT:  Guilty as stated, Your 15

Honor. 16

THE COURT:  Count two, criminal sexual 17

conduct first degree, person under 13, defendant 17 18

years of age or older, victim B, how do you plead?  19

THE DEFENDANT:  Guilty. 20

THE COURT:  Count five, criminal sexual 21

conduct first degree, relationship, victim C, how do 22

you plead?  23

THE DEFENDANT:  Guilty. 24

THE COURT:  Count eight, criminal sexual 25

26
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conduct first degree, relationship, victim D, how do 1

you plead?  2

THE DEFENDANT:  Guilty. 3

THE COURT:  Count 10, criminal sexual 4

conduct first degree, relationship, victim E, how do 5

you plead?  6

THE DEFENDANT:  Guilty. 7

THE COURT:  Count 18, criminal sexual 8

conduct first degree, relationship, victim G, how do 9

you plead?  10

THE DEFENDANT:  Guilty. 11

THE COURT:  Count 24, criminal sexual 12

conduct first degree, person under 13, victim ZA, how 13

do you plead?  14

THE DEFENDANT:  Guilty. 15

THE COURT:  Sir, do you understand that by 16

pleading you're giving up your automatic right of 17

appeal?  If you choose to appeal it would be by 18

application of leave to appeal, meaning you'd first 19

have to ask permission of the Court of Appeals to 20

appeal. 21

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 22

THE COURT:  They will look at the issues 23

that you present.  If they think that your issues are 24

important, they'll grant you your request.  If they 25

27

decide your issues are not important, they will deny 1

your request for appeal.  Do you understand?  2

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 3

THE COURT:  Do you understand by pleading 4

you are also giving up the claim that the plea was 5

the result of promises or threats not disclosed to me 6

here today?  7

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 8

THE COURT:  Did anyone force, threaten, or 9

coerce you to plead?  10

THE DEFENDANT:  No, Your Honor. 11

THE COURT:  Other than the very extensive 12

agreement that was placed on the record, did anyone 13

force, threaten, or coerce you to plead?  14

THE DEFENDANT:  No, Your Honor. 15

THE COURT:  Did anyone promise you anything 16

other than this agreement to plead?  17

THE DEFENDANT:  No, Your Honor. 18

THE COURT:  And, sir, do you understand 19

that you're also giving up any claim it was not your 20

own choice to plead guilty?  21

THE DEFENDANT:  I'm sorry, could you repeat 22

that?  23

THE COURT:  I know you're a little nervous.  24

So right now, unless you tell me otherwise, you're 25

28

giving up any claim it was not your own choice to 1

plead guilty. 2

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes.  That's correct. 3

THE COURT:  So no one forced, threatened, 4

or coerced you to plead?  5

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, that's correct. 6

THE COURT:  You're doing this of your own 7

accord?  8

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, that's correct. 9

THE COURT:  Sir, have you taken any 10

medication yesterday or today?  11

THE DEFENDANT:  No, Your Honor. 12

THE COURT:  All right.  And you're feeling 13

okay today, other than a little nervous?  14

THE DEFENDANT:  Under the circumstances, 15

yes. 16

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  17

Now, sir, do you understand that there's 18

this recommendation as to how I should sentence you?  19

I do not have to do that.  If I -- there's -- in 20

regard to the minimum sentence and the consecutive 21

sentence, I can concur in sentence, I can go above 22

the minimum that's recommended.  They've done what we 23

call a Killebrew.  However, if I go beyond that, if I 24

go higher, I will allow you to withdraw your plea and 25

29

this would again go to the pretrial stage.  Do you 1

understand that?  2

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 3

THE COURT:  It is not often that I do that 4

but once in a while after I hear from the victims, 5

after I have read the pre-sentence investigation 6

report, I think I ought to go and do something 7

different, higher, I have that right to do that, but 8

because you have pled based on this agreement that 9

you all have made, which I'm not part of, I allow you 10

to withdraw the plea.  Do you understand that?  11

THE DEFENDANT:  I believe so, Your Honor. 12

THE COURT:  All right. 13

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 14

THE COURT:  So I just need to inform you of 15

that, okay?  16

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 17

THE COURT:  All right.  Other than the plea 18

agreement has anyone told you what I will do at 19

sentencing?  20

THE DEFENDANT:  No.  No, Your Honor. 21

THE COURT:  Okay.  I don't know.  I've not 22

made any agreements with anybody.  Do you understand 23

that?  24

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 25

30
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THE COURT:  And that's why you don't know, 1

so that's a good thing.  2

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 3

THE COURT:  Okay.  Now, I may have some 4

questions but at this time I'm going to allow your 5

attorneys to inquire of you in regard to the counts 6

that you've pled to, okay?  7

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 8

THE COURT:  Now, I need you to keep your 9

voice up.  You can move the microphone closer or you 10

can step closer to the podium a little bit.  We need 11

to get a good record of this.  That record is for 12

you, all right?  13

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 14

THE COURT:  That's much better. 15

MS. SMITH:  Okay.  Okay.  With respect to 16

count one, victim A, between August 1st, 2012, and 17

August 1st -- I'm sorry, October 1st, 2012, did you 18

sexually penetrate victim A by putting your finger 19

into her vagina?  20

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 21

MS. SMITH:  And at that time was victim A 22

under the age of 13?  23

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 24

MS. SMITH:  With respect to count two, 25

31

victim B, do you agree that between March 2011 and 1

May 2011 that you sexually penetrated victim B by 2

putting your finger into her vagina?  3

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 4

MS. SMITH:  And at that time was victim B 5

under the age of 13?  6

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 7

MS. SMITH:  With respect to count five, 8

victim C, do you agree that between February 1st, 9

2000, and April 30, 2000, that you sexually 10

penetrated victim C by putting your finger into her 11

vagina?  12

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 13

MS. SMITH:  At that time was victim C 14

between the age of 15 and 13?  15

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 16

MS. SMITH:  And do you acknowledge that as 17

her doctor you were in a position of authority over 18

her and used your position of authority to 19

constructively coerce her to submit to penetration?  20

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 21

MS. SMITH:  With respect to count eight, 22

victim D, do you agree that between May 9, 2014, and 23

May 8, 2015, you sexually penetrated victim D by 24

putting your finger into her vagina?  25

32

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 1

MS. SMITH:  At that time was victim D 2

between the age of 13 and 15?  3

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 4

MS. SMITH:  Do you also acknowledge that as 5

her doctor you were in a position of authority over 6

victim D and you used your position of authority to 7

constructively coerce victim D to submit to the 8

penetration?  9

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 10

MS. SMITH:  With respect to count 10, 11

victim E, do you agree that between the dates of 12

April 28, 2012, and April 27, 2015, that you sexually 13

penetrated victim E by putting your finger into her 14

vagina?  15

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 16

MS. SMITH:  Do you agree that victim E was 17

between the age of 13 and 15 at that time?  18

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 19

MS. SMITH:  Do you acknowledge that as her 20

doctor you were in a position of authority over 21

victim E and used your position of authority to 22

constructively coerce victim E to submit to the 23

penetration?  24

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 25

33

MS. SMITH:  With respect to count 18, 1

victim G, do you agree that between the dates of 2

April 26, 2008, and April 25, 2011, that you sexually 3

penetrated victim D by putting your finger into her 4

vagina?  5

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 6

MS. SMITH:  At that time was victim G 7

between the age of 13 and 15?  8

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 9

MS. SMITH:  And do you acknowledge that as 10

her doctor you were in a position of authority over 11

victim G and that you used that position of authority 12

to constructively coerce victim G to submit to the 13

penetration?  14

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 15

MS. SMITH:  With respect to count 24, 16

victim ZA, do you agree that between the dates of 17

July 1st, 1998, and July -- I'm sorry, January 18, 18

2005, that you sexually penetrated victim ZA by 19

putting your finger into her vagina?  20

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 21

MS. SMITH:  Do you agree that victim ZA at 22

that time was under the age of 13?  23

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 24

MS. SMITH:  Do you understand that in the 25
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plea agreement and what we've put before this court 1

today you are waiving any defenses that your actions 2

were for a legitimate medical purpose?  3

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 4

MS. SMITH:  And you have initialed each 5

page of this plea agreement; is that correct?  6

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 7

MS. SMITH:  And you have signed your 8

signature to the back of it?  9

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 10

MS. SMITH:  Do you have any questions for 11

myself or Mr. Newburg before the court goes forward 12

in accepting your plea?  13

THE DEFENDANT:  I have no further 14

questions. 15

THE COURT:  Sir, in fact, what you did in 16

touching these victims in all of these counts was 17

ungloved; is that correct?  18

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 19

THE COURT:  And it was not from -- for any 20

medical purpose; is that correct?  21

THE DEFENDANT:  Right. 22

THE COURT:  It was for your own purpose; is 23

that correct?  24

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 25
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THE COURT:  And, in fact, it was against 1

medical protocol; is that correct?  2

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes. 3

THE COURT:  On behalf of the people, any 4

additional questions?  5

MS. POVILAITIS:  No, thank you.  We're 6

satisfied, Your Honor. 7

THE COURT:  Any additional questions?  8

MS. SMITH:  No, Your Honor, thank you. 9

THE COURT:  Are counsel aware of promises, 10

threats, or inducements other than those already 11

placed on the record?  12

MS. POVILAITIS:  The people are not, Your 13

Honor. 14

MR. NEWBURG:  There are none, Your Honor. 15

MS. SMITH:  No, Your Honor. 16

THE COURT:  And, sir, I have one last 17

question, and that is, these victims were all too 18

young to consent, correct, and you knew that, both of 19

those?  20

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 21

THE COURT:  It's a yes to both questions?  22

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, yes. 23

THE COURT:  And you understood both 24

questions?  25
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THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor. 1

THE COURT:  Has the court complied with the 2

court rule?  3

MS. POVILAITIS:  It has, thank you. 4

MS. SMITH:  Yes, Your Honor, thank you. 5

THE COURT:  I find defendant's plea has 6

been freely, voluntarily, and understandingly made 7

without undue influences, threats, or promises of 8

leniency.  I also find there are sufficient grounds 9

to accept defendant's plea.  10

Therefore, counts one, two, five, eight, 11

10, 18, and 24 will enter.  12

Counts three, four, six, seven, 20, 22, 25, 13

26, nine, 11, 19, 21, 23 are hereby dismissed.  14

Counts 12 through 17 were dismissed by the 15

prosecution at the preliminary examination so those 16

technically don't need to be addressed.  17

Further, the Michigan Department of 18

Attorney General will be held to their agreement 19

placed in addendum A and their further agreement not 20

to prosecute defendant for his possession of four 21

images of sexually abusive material against children 22

recovered from defendant's electronic devices during 23

recent forensic examinations which are not part of 24

the pending federal case.  25

37

Sentencing will be January 12 at nine a.m.  1

This will be all day.  Victims will be allowed to 2

speak, and if we do not finish on the 12th, we will 3

continue on Tuesday, the 19th (sic).  January 12th is 4

a Friday.  The 16th is a Tuesday because the 15th is 5

a Monday, it's a holiday, and we'll continue until 6

all victims have had an opportunity. 7

You may speak verbally at the podium.  You 8

may present written statements that the Attorney 9

General or I may read.  You just indicate what you 10

want done.  You may do it also by video that we can 11

play or if you are off site, you can make 12

arrangements.  We do have the electronic equipment.  13

If you do not wish to be in this courtroom, 14

we do have a room down the hall that you can watch 15

from for privacy reasons.  I do know that some 16

victims do not wish to be here.  They want to watch.  17

We're trying to accommodate everybody's needs.  You 18

just need to let the victim advocates know and we 19

will try to accommodate what the needs are.  20

If you wish to state your name, you may.  21

If you do not wish to state your name, you can use an 22

initial and give me your name and I'll put it in my 23

file so we know who you are for later purposes.  Just 24

talk to the victim advocate and we will try to 25
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accommodate you.  1

MS. SMITH:  Your Honor, while I know this 2

is an unusual request, may Doctor Nassar, please, 3

make a statement at this time?  4

THE COURT:  Yes.  Doctor Nassar may make a 5

statement, and the follow up to that is if there is a 6

victim, any victim who wishes to make a statement 7

now, who is not available at the time of sentencing, 8

I will also allow that today.  We do have the time 9

this morning.  I don't know if any victim is ready to 10

speak today but certainly we do have time this 11

morning, so please let us know.  12

Doctor Nassar -- or Mr. Nassar, I think, is 13

more appropriate, what would you like us to know?  14

THE DEFENDANT:  I think this is important 15

that what I've done today is to help move the 16

community forward and away from the hurting and let 17

the healing start.  That's a couple things I can do 18

to stop the hurting from this and I think that's 19

important for all those involved, and then I'm so 20

horribly sorry that this was like an ash turned into 21

a forest fire out of control, and I pray the rosary 22

every day for forgiveness.  I want them to heal.  I 23

want this community to heal.  I have no animosity 24

towards anyone.  I just want healing.  It's time, so 25
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I guess that's the biggest thing.  We need to move 1

forward in a sense of growth and healing and I pray 2

for that. 3

THE COURT:  I appreciate that you recognize 4

that.  I think that what you'll hear from the 5

victims -- although I don't know, I don't speak for 6

them, they have voices -- I think it may take some of 7

them years to find those voices, although the showing 8

here today, I'm very proud of them for being here, 9

for finding those voices, that tells me they're 10

finding the strength to come here today to show you 11

that they're not victims anymore.  12

You used your position of strung -- of 13

trust.  You used that position of trust that you had 14

in the most vial way to abuse children.  I agree that 15

now is a time of healing but it may take them a 16

lifetime of healing while you spend your lifetime 17

behind bars thinking about what you did in taking 18

away their childhood, which you were trained as a 19

healer and what you did was harm them.  You violated 20

the oath that you took which is to do no harm and you 21

harmed them selfishly.  22

I'm not going to speak for them.  They're 23

going to have that opportunity at sentencing and that 24

will strengthen and heal them.  I agree and I'm glad 25
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you recognize that but it does fall very short but 1

they are strong in numbers and I'm proud of them.  2

They're super heros for all of America because this 3

is an epidemic.  That's all for the record.  I will 4

see you January 12. 5

MS. SMITH:  Thank you, judge. 6

MR. NEWBURG:  Thank you, Your Honor. 7

MS. POVILAITIS:  We have just a couple -- 8

THE COURT:  Yes. 9

MS. SMITH:  Oh.  10

THE COURT:  Let's go back on the record. 11

MS. POVILAITIS:  In light of your 12

acknowledgment that there may be victims, may I 13

inquire if there are any currently who are not 14

able -- 15

THE COURT:  I'm so sorry because I did 16

allow them -- yes.  I got wrapped up in all of that, 17

so let me just say, are there any victims who wish to 18

talk today?  I don't see any hands up.  19

All right.  Let me just also say that the 20

media is all hooked up here and I know the media 21

wishes to talk with counsel and perhaps some victims 22

if there are some victims who wish to address the 23

media.  Rather than going out in the hall, we do have 24

security here, I'm going to ask the media to stay 25
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here.  1

If counsel wishes to talk to the media, 2

please come forward, talk to the media.  Victims, if 3

you wish to make a statement to the media, please 4

also come forward.  They wish -- I know the media 5

wants to talk to you.  They've got their cameras 6

here.  They've got their note pads.  Please come 7

forward.  Don't make them go out in the hallway.  8

Stay here.  They want to talk to you.  Get your 9

stories out.  It's safer here than everybody roaming 10

around the hallway.  We've got security here.  All 11

right.  Anything else, counsel?  12

MS. POVILAITIS:  There is, judge.  I'll 13

defer to Ms. Liddell with regard to the gag orders 14

that are in place. 15

THE COURT:  Oh, I'm sorry, yes. 16

MS. LIDDELL:  There is one additional issue 17

as it pertains to the gag order.  The people at this 18

time are requesting the court to lift both gag 19

orders, the one being limiting public disclosure and 20

the order limiting public disclosure for covered 21

individuals. 22

THE COURT:  Yes.  Any objection?  23

MS. SMITH:  No, Your Honor. 24

MR. NEWBURG:  No. 25
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MS. SMITH:  We would stipulate to that 1

request. 2

MS. LIDDELL:  And we have presented orders 3

to the court, Your Honor. 4

THE COURT:  And the court has reviewed 5

those orders.  They are appropriate at this time 6

given that doctor -- Mr. Nassar has pled.  The court 7

has signed them and they'll be entered with the clerk 8

in a moment, so the gag orders are lifted and you are 9

all free to speak.  There's no reason for them 10

anymore.  They're mute. 11

MS. POVILAITIS:  Thank you. 12

MR. NEWBURG:  Thank you, Your Honor. 13

MS. SMITH:  Thank you, Your Honor.  14

THE COURT:  That's all for the record. 15

MS. POVILAITIS:  Thank you.             16

(Whereupon hearing concluded at 10:49 a.m.)  17

*              *              *18

19
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STATE OF MICHIGAN  )
 ) SS

COUNTY OF EATON  )

 I, GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, Certified Shorthand

Reporter and Notary Public in and for the County of

Eaton, (Acting in Ingham County) State of Michigan,

do hereby certify that the foregoing was taken before

me at the time and place hereinbefore set forth.

 I FURTHER CERTIFY THAT said witness was

duly sworn in said cause; that the testimony then

given was reported by me stenographically;

subsequently with computer-aided transcription,

produced under my direction and supervision; and that

the foregoing is a true and correct transcript of my

original shorthand notes.

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

hand and seal this 13th day of December, 2017.

 _____________________________  
 Genevieve A. Hamlin
 RPR-CM/CSR-3218
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1 STATE OF MICHIGAN

2 56TH CIRCUIT COURT   ( EATON COUNTY)

3 PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN,

4 v File  #17- 020217- FC

5 LAWRENCE GERARD NASSAR,

STATE OF MICHIGAN, COUNTY of EATON

6 Defendant. /      FILED

7 DEC 06 2017

8 PLEA DIANA BOSWORTH
EATON COUNTY CLERK

9 BEFORE THE HONORABLE JANICE K.  CUNNINGHAM,   CIRCUIT JUDGE

10 Charlotte,  Michigan  -  Wednesday,   November 29,   2017

11

12 APPEARANCES:

13 For the People:       ANGELA M.   POVILAITIS   ( P58430)

ROBYN N.   LIDDELL   ( P68287)
14 Michigan Attorney General Office

Criminal Division
15 Cadillac Place

3030 West Grand Boulevard
16 Suite 10- 200

Detroit,  Michigan 48202
17 313)   456- 0180

18 CHRISTOPHER M.  ALLEN   ( P75329)

Michigan Attorney General Office
19 Criminal Appellate Division

525 West Ottawa Street,   Floor 4
20 Lansing,  Michigan 48933- 1067

517)   373- 4875
21

22 For the Defendant: MATTHEW R.  NEWBURG   ( P71692)

Newburg Law,   PLLC
23 316 Taylor Street

Grand Ledge,   Michigan 48837- 1569
24 517)   505- 2323

P4N

25

56th Circuit Court
Charlotte, Michigan

1
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11/12/2018 Ingham County Court Services 

Ingham County, Michigan - Court Record Search 

Navigation 

New Search 

Return to ROA Results 

Logout 

-A se Summary 

Case Title: THE STATE OF MICHIGAN vs NASSAR, LAWRENCE GERARD 

Case 
17-000526-FC Number: 

Judge: ROSEMARIE AQUILINA 

DEFENDANT: LAWRENCE NASSAR 

Case Status: CLOSED 

Disposition: 3BC-GUILTY PLEA - 01/24/2018 

File Date: 06/27/2017 

Charge 1: 

Disposition: 

Sentence: 

Charge 2: 

Disposition: 

Sentence: 

Charge 3: 

Disposition: 

Charge 4: 

Disposition: 

Charge 5: 

Disposition: 

Sentence: 

Charge, Disposition & Sentencing 

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT - FIRST DEGREE (PERSON UNDER THIRTEEN, 
DEFENDANT 17 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER) 

C30 PLED GUILTY 

Remarks: DEF SENTCED TO MDOC MIN. 480 MOS TO MAX. 2100 MOS W/ 369 DAYS 
CREDIT; STATE MIN. $476; CVA $130; DNA $60; COURT COST/ FINE - WAIVED; DEF 
TO ENGAGE IN MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT / IND. GROUP COUNSELING / SEXUAL 
PREDATOR TREATMENT; DEF TO REGISTER UNDER SORA; DEF SHALL NOT TREAT 
PEOPLE WHILE IN PRISON; SENTENCE TO RUN CONSECUTIVE W/ FEDERAL 
SENTENCE; CONCURRENT W/ STATE. 

Prison: Minimum - 480 (months) ; Maximum - 2100 (months) ; Credit for - 369 
(days) 

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT - FIRST DEGREE (PERSON UNDER THIRTEEN, 
DEFENDANT 17 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER) 

C30 PLED GUILTY 

Remarks: DEF SENTCED TO MDOC MIN. 480 MOS TO MAX. 2100 MOS W/ 369 DAYS 
CREDIT; STATE MIN. $476; CVA $130; DNA $60; COURT COST/ FINE - WAIVED; DEF 
TO ENGAGE IN MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT / IND. GROUP COUNSELING / SEXUAL 
PREDATOR TREATMENT; DEF TO REGISTER UNDER SORA; DEF SHALL NOT TREAT 
PEOPLE WHILE IN PRISON; SENTENCE TO RUN CONSECUTIVE W/ FEDERAL 
SENTENCE; CONCURRENT W/ STATE. 

Prison: Minimum - 480 (months) ; Maximum - 2100 (months) ; Credit for - 369 
(days) 

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT - FIRST DEGREE (PERSON UNDER THIRTEEN, 
DEFENDANT 17 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER) 

C30 AWAITING NOLLE PROS 

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT - FIRST DEGREE (PERSON UNDER THIRTEEN, 
DEFENDANT 17 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER) 

C30 AWAITING NOLLE PROS 

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT - FIRST DEGREE (RELATIONSHIP) 

C30 PLED GUILTY 

Remarks: DEF SENTCED TO MDOC MIN. 480 MOS TO MAX. 2100 MOS W/ 369 DAYS 
CREDIT; STATE MIN. $476; CVA $130; DNA $60; COURT COST/ FINE - WAIVED; DEF 
TO ENGAGE IN MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT / IND. GROUP COUNSELING / SEXUAL 
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Case 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 269 of 304



11/12/2018 

Charge 6: 

Disposition: 

Charge 7: 

Disposition: 

Charge 8: 

Disposition: 

Sentence: 

Charge 9: 

Disposition: 

Charge 10: 

Disposition: 

Sentence: 

Charge 11: 

Disposition: 

Charge 12: 

Disposition: 

Charge 13: 

Disposition: 

Sentence: 

Charge 14: 

Disposition: 

Charge 15: 

Disposition: 

Charge 16: 

Disposition: 

Charge 17: 

Disposition: 

Charge 18: 

Disposition: 

Ingham County Court Services 

PREDATOR TREATMENT; DEF TO REGISTER UNDER SORA; DEF SHALL NOT TREAT 
PEOPLE WHILE IN PRISON; SENTENCE TO RUN CONSECUTIVE W/ FEDERAL 
SENTENCE; CONCURRENT W/ STATE. 

Prison: Minimum - 480 (months) ; Maximum - 2100 (months) ; Credit for - 369 
(days) 

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT - FIRST DEGREE (RELATIONSHIP) 

C30 AWAITING NOLLE PROS 

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT - FIRST DEGREE (RELATIONSHIP) 

C30 AWAITING NOLLE PROS 

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT - FIRST DEGREE (RELATIONSHIP) 

C30 PLED GUILTY 

Remarks: DEF SENTCED TO MDOC MIN. 480 MOS TO MAX. 2100 MOS W/ 369 DAYS 
CREDIT; STATE MIN. $476; CVA $130; DNA $60; COURT COST/ FINE - WAIVED; DEF 
TO ENGAGE IN MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT / IND. GROUP COUNSELING / SEXUAL 
PREDATOR TREATMENT; DEF TO REGISTER UNDER SORA; DEF SHALL NOT TREAT 
PEOPLE WHILE IN PRISON; SENTENCE TO RUN CONSECUTIVE W/ FEDERAL 
SENTENCE; CONCURRENT W/ STATE. 

Prison: Minimum - 480 (months) ; Maximum - 2100 (months) ; Credit for - 369 
(days) 

CSC-THIRD DEGREE (PERSON 13 - 15) 

C30 AWAITING NOLLE PROS 

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT - FIRST DEGREE (RELATIONSHIP) 

C30 PLED GUILTY 

Remarks: DEF SENTCED TO MDOC MIN. 480 MOS TO MAX. 2100 MOS W/ 369 DAYS 
CREDIT; STATE MIN. $476; CVA $130; DNA $60; COURT COST/ FINE - WAIVED; DEF 
TO ENGAGE IN MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT / IND. GROUP COUNSELING / SEXUAL 
PREDATOR TREATMENT; DEF TO REGISTER UNDER SORA; DEF SHALL NOT TREAT 
PEOPLE WHILE IN PRISON; SENTENCE TO RUN CONSECUTIVE W/ FEDERAL 
SENTENCE; CONCURRENT W/ STATE. 

Prison: Minimum - 480 (months) ; Maximum - 2100 (months) ; Credit for - 369 
(days) 

CSC-THIRD DEGREE (PERSON 13 - 15) 

C30 AWAITING NOLLE PROS 

DISMISSED AT DPE 

DISMISSED AT DPE 

Remarks: DEF SENTCED TO MDOC MIN. 480 MOS TO MAX. 2100 MOS W/ 369 DAYS 
CREDIT; STATE MIN. $476; CVA $130; DNA $60; COURT COST/ FINE - WAIVED; DEF 
TO ENGAGE IN MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT / IND. GROUP COUNSELING / SEXUAL 
PREDATOR TREATMENT; DEF TO REGISTER UNDER SORA; DEF SHALL NOT TREAT 
PEOPLE WHILE IN PRISON; SENTENCE TO RUN CONSECUTIVE W/ FEDERAL 
SENTENCE; CONCURRENT W/ STATE. 

DISMISSED AT DPE 

DISMISSED AT DPE 

DISMISSED AT DPE 

DISMISSED AT DPE 

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT - FIRST DEGREE (RELATIONSHIP) 

C30 PLED GUILTY 

https://courts.ingham.org/CourtRecordSearch/ROALookup.do?ele=0 2/30 

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 270 of 304



11/12/2018 

Sentence: 

Charge 19: 

Disposition: 

Charge 20: 

Disposition: 

Charge 21: 

Disposition: 

Charge 22: 

Disposition: 

Charge 23: 

Disposition: 

Sentence: 

Charge 24: 

Disposition: 

Sentence: 

Charge 25: 

Disposition: 

Charge 26: 

Disposition: 

Ingham County Court Services 

Remarks: DEF SENTCED TO MDOC MIN. 480 MOS TO MAX. 2100 MOS W/ 369 DAYS 
CREDIT; STATE MIN. $476; CVA $130; DNA $60; COURT COST/ FINE - WAIVED; DEF 
TO ENGAGE IN MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT / IND. GROUP COUNSELING / SEXUAL 
PREDATOR TREATMENT; DEF TO REGISTER UNDER SORA; DEF SHALL NOT TREAT 
PEOPLE WHILE IN PRISON; SENTENCE TO RUN CONSECUTIVE W/ FEDERAL 
SENTENCE; CONCURRENT W/ STATE. 

Prison: Minimum - 480 (months) ; Maximum - 2100 (months) ; Credit for - 369 
(days) 

CSC-THIRD DEGREE (PERSON 13 - 15) 

C30 AWAITING NOLLE PROS 

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT - FIRST DEGREE (RELATIONSHIP) 

C30 AWAITING NOLLE PROS 

CSC-THIRD DEGREE (PERSON 13 - 15) 

C30 AWAITING NOLLE PROS 

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT - FIRST DEGREE (RELATIONSHIP) 

C30 AWAITING NOLLE PROS 

CSC-THIRD DEGREE (PERSON 13 - 15) 

C30 AWAITING NOLLE PROS 

Remarks: DEF SENTCED TO MDOC MIN. 480 MOS TO MAX. 2100 MOS W/ 369 DAYS 
CREDIT; STATE MIN. $476; CVA $130; DNA $60; COURT COST/ FINE - WAIVED; DEF 
TO ENGAGE IN MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT / IND. GROUP COUNSELING / SEXUAL 
PREDATOR TREATMENT; DEF TO REGISTER UNDER SORA; DEF SHALL NOT TREAT 
PEOPLE WHILE IN PRISON; SENTENCE TO RUN CONSECUTIVE W/ FEDERAL 
SENTENCE; CONCURRENT W/ STATE. 

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT - FIRST DEGREE (Person Under Thirteen) 

C30 PLED GUILTY 

Remarks: DEF SENTCED TO MDOC MIN. 480 MOS TO MAX. 2100 MOS W/ 369 DAYS 
CREDIT; STATE MIN. $476; CVA $130; DNA $60; COURT COST/ FINE - WAIVED; DEF 
TO ENGAGE IN MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT / IND. GROUP COUNSELING / SEXUAL 
PREDATOR TREATMENT; DEF TO REGISTER UNDER SORA; DEF SHALL NOT TREAT 
PEOPLE WHILE IN PRISON; SENTENCE TO RUN CONSECUTIVE W/ FEDERAL 
SENTENCE; CONCURRENT W/ STATE. 

Prison: Minimum - 480 (months) ; Maximum - 2100 (months) ; Credit for - 370 
(days) 

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT - FIRST DEGREE (Person Under Thirteen) 

C30 AWAITING NOLLE PROS 

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT - FIRST DEGREE (Person Under Thirteen) 

C30 AWAITING NOLLE PROS 

439 09/07/2018 

438 09/05/2018 

437 09/05/2018 

436 08/30/2018 

Case Events 

ORDER DENYING DEF'S MOTION FOR RESENTENCING TO CORRECT 
INVALID SENTENCE AS TO ISSUE I AND II AND GRANTING IT IN PART AS 
TO ISSUE III - IT IS SO ORDERED (SEE ORDER) 

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - MOTION TO CORRECT INVALID 
SENTENCE BEFORE THE HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA ON 
08/27/18 

REPORTER'S NOTICE OF FILING OF TRANSCRIPT W/ POS - ON 09/05/18 
THE TRUE AND COMPLETE TRANSCRIPTS OF THE HRGS HELD ON 
08/27/18 FILED 

ORDER (FROM COA) - THE COURT ORDERS THAT THE MOTION FOR 
IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATION IS GRANTED; THE MOTION FOR STAY OF 
MOTION FOR RESENTENCING IS DENIED; THE APPLICATION FOR LEAVE 
TO APPEAL IS ALSO DENIED FOR FAILURE TO PERSUADE THE COURT OF 
THE NEED FOR IMMEDIATE APPELLATE REVIEW 
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11/12/2018 Ingham County Court Services 

435 08/27/2018 DENIED ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION FOR 
RESENTENCE SCHEDULED FOR 08/27/2018 AT 3:30 PM HAS BEEN 
RESULTED AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: DENIED JUDGE: AQUILINA, 
ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL 
RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN 
CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

434 08/27/2018 PROOF OF SERVICE - ON 08/27/18 AG AND STATE APPELLATE DEFENDER 
OFFICE SERVED W/ A COPY OF ORDER DENYING MOTION TO STAY AND 
ORDER DENYING DEF'S MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION VIA EMAIL AND 
FIRST CLASS MAIL 

433 08/27/2018 AMENDED COMMITMENT TO DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS / 
JUDGMENT OF SENTENCE 

432 08/27/2018 ORDER DENYING DEF'S MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION 

431 08/27/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WDIV-TV- HRG SET ON 08/27/18 © 3:30 PM 

430 08/27/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WLNS - HRG SET ON 08/27/18 @ 3:30 PM 

429 08/27/2018 HEARING IN OPEN COURT / DEF'S MOTION FOR RESENTENCE - DENIED 
AND GRANTED IN PART AS TO ONLY THE MINISTERIAL TASK OR 
REMOVING CONSECUTIVE TO FEDERAL FROM JUDGMENT OF SENTENCE; 
AMENDED JUDGMENT OF SENTENCE SHALL BE PREPARED 

428 08/27/2018 ORDER DENYING MOTION TO STAY - IT IS SO ORDERED 

427 08/24/2018 DEF'S MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION W/POS 

426 08/24/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WILX - HRG SCHEDULED ON 08/27/18 © 3:30 
PM 

425 08/23/2018 PEO'S RESPONSE TO MOTION FOR RESENTENCING/TO CORRECT AN 
INVALID SENTENCE WI POS 

424 08/22/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - LSJ - HRG SET ON 08/27/18 @ 3:30 PM 

423 08/21/2018 TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - EXCERPTS OF PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION BEFORE THE HONORABLE DONALD L. ALLEN, JR ON 
05/12/2017 

422 08/17/2018 NOTICE OF HEARING / MOTION FOR RESENTENCING / TO CORRECT AN 
INVALID SENTENCE W/ POS - SCHEDULED ON 08/27/18 © 3:30 PM 

421 08/17/2018 HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION FOR RESENTENCE DATE: 08/27/2018 
TIME: 3:30 PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: 
COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: DENIED 

420 08/14/2018 OPINION AND ORDER DENYING MOTION FOR DISQUALIFICATION W/ 
POS 

419 08/13/2018 ORDER W/ POS (IN RE: 05/26/17 ORDER TO SEAL THE RECORD OF THE 
PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION) - SEE ORDER FOR FULL DETAILS; IT IS SO 
ORDERED. 

418 08/03/2018 EVENT CANCELLED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION FOR RESENTENCE 
SCHEDULED FOR 08/10/2018 AT 2:30 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: CANCELLED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

417 08/03/2018 DEF'S RESPONSE TO PROSECUTOR'S RESPONSE TO DEF'S MOTION FOR 
DISQUALIFICATION OF JUDGE / APPENDIX / POS 

416 08/03/2018 HEARING IN OPEN COURT / DEF'S MOTION TO DISQUALIFY - DENIED ON 
THE RECORD 

415 08/03/2018 TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - MOTION FOR DISQUALIFICATION 
BEFORE THE HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA ON 08/03/18 
(REPORTED BY GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN CSR 3218) 
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414 08/03/2018 DENIED ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION TO 
DISQUALIFY SCHEDULED FOR 08/03/2018 AT 10:00 AM HAS BEEN 
RESULTED AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: DENIED JUDGE: AQUILINA, 
ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL 
RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN 
CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

413 08/03/2018 ORDER DENYING MOTION FOR DISQUALIFICATION OF JUDGE AQUILINA 
- IT IS ORDERED THAT SAID MOTION FOR DISQUALIFICATION OF JUDGE 
IS DENIED FOR THE REASONS STATED ON THE RECORD; IT IS FURTHER 
ORDERED IN ACCORDANCE W/ MCR 2.003(D)(3)(A)(I), AT DEF'S 
REQUEST, THAT THIS JUDGE SHALL REFER THE DEF'S MOTION FOR 
DISQUALIFICATION, THE PEO'S ANSWER, AND THE DEF'S REPLY TO THE 
CHIEF JUDGE OF THIS CIRCUIT FOR DE NOVO REVIEW PROMPTLY; IT IS 
SO ORDERED 

412 08/02/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - HOMTV - HRG SET ON 08/03/18 © 10 AM 

411 08/01/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WILX - HRG ON 08/03/18 @ 10 AM 

410 07/31/2018 PEO'S RESPONSE TO MOTION FOR DISQUALIFICATION OF JUDGE W/ POS 

409 07/30/2018 RE-NOTICE OF HEARING / MOTION FOR RESENTENCING/TO CORRECT AN 
INVALID SENTENCE W/ POS - RESCHEDULED ON 08/10/18 © 2:30 PM 

408 07/30/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WDIV-TV - HRG ON 08/03/18 @ 10 AM 

407 07/30/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WDIV-TV - HRG ON 08/10/18 © 10 AM 

406 07/30/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - LSJ - HRG ON 08/03/18 @ 10 AM 

405 07/30/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - LSJ - HRG ON 08/10/18 @ 2:30 PM 

404 07/30/2018 RE-NOTICE OF HEARING / MOTION FOR DISQUALIFICATION OF JUDGE 
W/ POS - RESCHEDULED ON 08/03/18 @ 10 AM 

403 07/30/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - ON THE BANKS - HRG SET ON 08/03/18 © 10 
AM 

402 07/27/2018 ORDER W/ POS - IT IS ORDERED THAT THIS COURT, W/ THE 
ASSISTANCE OF COURT REPORTER AND LAW CLERK, CONDUCT AN IN-
CAMERA REVIEW OF THE PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION TRANSCRIPTS IN 
ORDER FOR THIS COURT TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE TRANSCRIPTS 
SHOULD REMAIN SEALED (SEE ORDER FOR FULL DETAILS) 

401 07/25/2018 HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION TO DISQUALIFY DATE: 08/03/2018 TIME: 
10:00 AM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL 

400 07/25/2018 HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION FOR RESENTENCE DATE: 08/10/2018 
TIME: 2:30 PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: 
COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: CANCELLED 

399 07/24/2018 DEF'S MOTION FOR DISQUALIFICATION OF JUDGE / AFFIDAVIT OF 
COUNSEL / POS (D. 07/24/18) / NOH SCHEDULED ON 08/08/18 @ 10:30 
AM MALAIKA D RAMSEY HEATH (ATTORNEY) ON BEHALF OF LAWRENCE 
GERARD NASSAR (DEFENDANT) 

398 07/24/2018 DEF'S MOTION TO RESENTENCING / TO CORRECT AN INVALID SENTENCE 
/ BRIEF IN SUPPORT / POS (D. 07/24/18) / NOH SCHEDULED ON 
08/22/18 © 10:30 AM 

397 03/28/2018 MOTION / ORDER OF NOLLE PROSEQUI - IT IS ORDERED THAT THE 
MOTION FOR NOLLE PROSEQUI IS GRANTED AS TO THE FOLLOWING 
CHARGE(S), WHICH ARE DISMISSED W/ OUT PREJUDICE COUNTS 3, 4, 
6, 7, 9, 11, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25 & 26 
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396 02/23/2018 TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - MOTION TO ADJOURN BEFORE THE 
HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA ON 10/13/17 (REPORTED BY: 
GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, CSR-3218) 

395 02/23/2018 TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - MOTION TO JOIN BEFORE THE 
HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA ON 08/01/17 (REPORTED BY: 
GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, CSR-3218) 

394 02/23/2018 NOTICE OF FILING - TRANSCRIPTS OF THE HRGS HELD ON 11/03/17 
FILED ON 11/06/17; HRG HELD ON 11/22/17 FILED ON 12/13/17; HRGS 
HELD ON 1/16/18, 1/17/18, 1/18/18, 1/19/18, 1/22/18, 1/23/18, AND 
1/24/18 FILED ON 02/14/18 BY GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, CSR-3218 

393 02/23/2018 CERTIFICATE OF COURT REPORTER OF ORDERING OF TRANSCRIPT ON 
APPEAL - ON 02/23/18 THE TRANSCRIPT(S) OF THE HRGS HELD ON 
08/01/17 AND 10/13/17 WERE ORDERED BY STATE APPELLATE 
DEFENDER OFFICE, ATTY FOR APPELLANT, AND THE TRANSCRIPTS WILL 
BE FILED ON OR ABOUT 03/23/18 

392 02/23/2018 REPORTER'S NOTICE OF FILING OF TRANSCRIPT - ON 02/23/18 
TRANSCRIPTS OF HRGS HELD ON 08/01/17 AND 10/13/17 FILED BY 
GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, CSR-3218 

391 02/22/2018 ORDER REGARDING APPOINTMENT OF APPELLATE COUNSEL AND 
TRANSCRIPT W/ POS - IT IS ORDERED: STATE APPELLATE DEFENDER 
OFFICE IS APPOINTED COUNSEL FOR THE DEF IN POST-CONVICTION 
PROCEEDINGS 

390 02/15/2018 (2) CERTIFIED COPIES OF "ORDER REGARDING SENTENCING 
TRANSCRIPT" SENT TO: STATE COURT ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE ON 
02/15/2018 VIA IDM MI SUPREME COURT CLERK ON 02/15/2018 VIA 
IDM 

389 02/15/2018 TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - SENTENCING (EXCERPT: PEO'S 
CLOSING REMARKS) BEFORE THE HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA 
ON 01/24/2018 (REPORTED BY: GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, CSR-3218) 

388 02/15/2018 TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - SENTENCING (EXCERPT: MAKAYLA 
THRUSH IMPACT STATEMENT) BEFORE THE HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. 
AQUILINA ON 01/23/2018 (REPORTED BY: GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, CSR-
3218) 

387 02/15/2018 TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - SENTENCING (EXCERPT: AMANDA 
THOMASHOW IMPACT STATEMENT) BEFORE THE HONORABLE 
ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA ON 01/17/2018 (REPORTED BY: GENEVIEVE A. 
HAMLIN, CSR-3218) 

386 02/14/2018 (REDACTED) TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - SENTENCING BEFORE THE 
HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA ON 01/24/2018 (REPORTED BY: 
GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, CSR-3218) 

385 02/14/2018 (REDACTED) TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - SENTENCING BEFORE THE 
HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA ON 01/23/2018 (REPORTED BY: 
GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, CSR-3218) 

384 02/14/2018 (REDACTED) TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - SENTENCING BEFORE THE 
HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA ON 01/22/2018 (REPORTED BY: 
GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, CSR-3218) 

383 02/14/2018 (REDACTED) TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - SENTENCING BEFORE THE 
HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA ON 01/19/2018 (REPORTED BY: 
GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, CSR-3218) 

382 02/14/2018 (REDACTED) TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - SENTENCING BEFORE THE 
HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA ON 01/18/2018 (REPORTED BY: 
GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, CSR-3218) 

381 02/14/2018 (REDACTED) TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - SENTENCING BEFORE THE 
HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA ON 01/17/2018 (REPORTED BY: 
GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, CSR-3218) 

380 02/14/2018 (REDACTED) TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - SENTENCING BEFORE THE 
HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA ON 01/16/2018 (REPORTED BY: 
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GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, CSR-3218) 

379 02/14/2018 ATTACHMENT "A" (1 PAGE) FILED UNDER SEAL STORED IN ENVELOPE # 
1: "ORIGINAL" TRANSCRIPTS AS FOLLOWS: TRANSCRIPT OF 
SENTENCING HELD ON 01/16/2018 FILED UNDER SEAL TRANSCRIPT OF 
SENTENCING HELD ON 01/17/2018 FILED UNDER SEAL TRANSCRIPT OF 
SENTENCING HELD ON 01/18/2018 FILED UNDER SEAL TRANSCRIPT OF 
SENTENCING HELD ON 01/19/2018 FILED UNDER SEAL TRANSCRIPT OF 
SENTENCING HELD ON 01/22/2018 FILED UNDER SEAL TRANSCRIPT OF 
SENTENCING HELD ON 01/23/2018 FILED UNDER SEAL TRANSCRIPT OF 
SENTENCING HELD ON 01/24/2018 FILED UNDER SEAL 

378 02/14/2018 ATTACHMENT "B" (1 PAGE) FILED UNDER SEAL STORED IN ENVELOPE # 
2: DEFENDANT'S LETTER DATED 01/16/2018 (3 PAGES) FILED UNDER 
SEAL 

377 02/13/2018 JOINT MOTION TO ENTER STIPULATED ORDER TO SEAL PARTS OF 
SENTENCING TRANSCRIPT MATTHEW R NEWBURG (ATTORNEY) ON 
BEHALF OF LAWRENCE GERARD NASSAR (DEFENDANT); SHANNON M 
SMITH (ATTORNEY) ON BEHALF OF LAWRENCE GERARD NASSAR 
(DEFENDANT); ANGELA M POVILAITIS (ATTORNEY) ON BEHALF OF 
ANGELA POVILAITIS (ATTORNEY GENERAL) 

376 02/13/2018 ORDER REGARDING SENTENCING TRANSCRIPT - IT IS ORDERED THAT 
THE JOINT MOTION TO ENTER STIPULATED ORDER TO SEAL PARTS OF 
SENTENCING TRANSCRIPT IS GRANTED; IT IS FURTHER ORDERED THAT 
A FULL, UNREDACTED TRANSCRIPT SHALL BE SEALED AND FILED; THAT 
THE STIPULATED LIST OF NAMES KNOWN AS "ATTACHMENT A" SHALL BE 
FILED AND SEALED W/ THE COMPLETE TRANSCRIPT; THAT A REDACTED 
TRANSCRIPT OF THE SENTENCING HEARING SHALL BE FILED IN THE 
PUBLIC RECORD. IN THIS REDACTED TRANSCRIPT, THE NAMES OF THE 
VICTIMS AND MINORS ON THE STIPULATED LIST SHALL BE REPLACED BY 
ASTERISKS; THAT A COPY OF DEF'S 01/16/18, LETTER, KNOWN AS 
"ATTACHMENT B," SHALL BE SEALED AND FILED 

375 02/06/2018 NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPELLATE REVIEW AND REQUEST FOR 
APPOINTMENT OF ATTORNEY SIGNED BY DEFENDANT ON 1/29/18 

374 01/24/2018 C30 HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: 
SENTENCING SCHEDULED FOR 01/24/2018 AT 9:00 AM HAS BEEN 
RESULTED AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: 
HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

373 01/24/2018 COMMITMENT TO DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS / JUDGMENT OF 
SENTENCE 

372 01/24/2018 SENTENCING INFORMATION REPORT (4 PGS TOTAL) 

371 01/24/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - SIDEWINDER II FILMS - HRG SET ON 01/24/18 

370 01/24/2018 FELONY MINIMUM COST 

369 01/24/2018 CRIME VICTIM'S RIGHTS ASSESSMENT - CIRCUIT COURT 

368 01/24/2018 DNA 

367 01/24/2018 C30 - SENTENCE INFORMATION - DEF SENTCED TO MDOC (COUNTS 1, 2, 
5, 8, 10, AND 18) MIN. 480 MOS TO MAX. 2100 MOS W/ 369 DAYS 
CREDIT; COUNT 24 MIN. 480 MOS TO MAX. 2100 MOS W/ 370 DAYS 
CREDIT; STATE MIN. $476; CVA $130; DNA $60; COURT COST/ FINE -
WAIVED; DEF TO ENGAGE IN MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT / IND. GROUP 
COUNSELING / SEXUAL PREDATOR TREATMENT; DEF TO REGISTER 
UNDER SORA; DEF SHALL NOT TREAT PEOPLE WHILE IN PRISON; 
SENTENCE TO RUN CONSECUTIVE W/ FEDERAL SENTENCE; 
CONCURRENT W/ STATE. 

366 01/24/2018 CASE CLOSED C30 

365 01/24/2018 ORDER TO REMIT PRISONER FUNDS FOR FINES, COSTS, AND 
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ASSESSMENTS W/ POS (D. 02/01/18) 

364 01/24/2018 (CORRECTED) SENTENCING INFORMATION REPORT ON "CONVICTION 
COUNT 6 OF 7" 

363 01/24/2018 (CORRECTED) SENTENCING INFORMATION REPORT ON "CONVICTION 
COUNT 3 OF 7" 

362 01/23/2018 HEARING SET: EVENT: SENTENCING DATE: 01/24/2018 TIME: 9:00 AM 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 

361 01/23/2018 C30 HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: 
SENTENCING SCHEDULED FOR 01/23/2018 AT 9:00 AM HAS BEEN 
RESULTED AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: 
HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

360 01/22/2018 C30 HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: 
SENTENCING SCHEDULED FOR 01/22/2018 AT 9:00 AM HAS BEEN 
RESULTED AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: 
HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

359 01/22/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - HOMTV- HRG SET ON 01/23/18 @ 9 AM 

358 01/22/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - SKYNEWS- HRG ON 01/23/18 @ 12 PM 

357 01/22/2018 HEARING SET: EVENT: SENTENCING DATE: 01/23/2018 TIME: 9:00 AM 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 

356 01/19/2018 C30 HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: 
SENTENCING SCHEDULED FOR 01/19/2018 AT 9:00 AM HAS BEEN 
RESULTED AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: 
HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

355 01/19/2018 HEARING SET: EVENT: SENTENCING DATE: 01/22/2018 TIME: 9:00 AM 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 

354 01/19/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - THE MI DAILY - HRG SET ON 01/19/18 @ 9 AM 

353 01/19/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - SIDEWINDER II FILMS - HRG SET ON 01/23/18 

352 01/19/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - SIDEWINDER II FILMS - HRG SET ON 01/22/18 

351 01/18/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WWMT-CBS NEWS3 - HRG SET ON 01/19/18 @ 9 
AM 

350 01/18/2018 C30 HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: 
SENTENCING SCHEDULED FOR 01/18/2018 AT 9:00 AM HAS BEEN 
RESULTED AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: 
HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

349 01/18/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: WXYZ-TV) 

348 01/18/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
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347 01/18/2018 

346 01/18/2018 

345 01/18/2018 

344 01/18/2018 

343 01/18/2018 

342 01/18/2018 

Ingham County Court Services 

ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: ABC 7 CHICAGO / WLS TV) 

NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/18/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: THE ASSOCIATED PRESS) 

NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: EDITOR JOHN GREILICK FOR 
PHOTOGRAPHER DAE G. YOUNG) 

NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: WXYZ-TV) 

NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/17/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: GLOBO INTERNACIONAL NY LTD) 

REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - THE ASSOCIATED PRESS - HRG SET ON 
01/18/18 © 9 AM 

NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: WWJ) 

341 01/17/2018 C30 HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: 
SENTENCING SCHEDULED FOR 01/17/2018 AT 8:30 AM HAS BEEN 
RESULTED AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: 
HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

340 01/16/2018 C30 HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: 
SENTENCING SCHEDULED FOR 01/16/2018 AT 9:00 AM HAS BEEN 
RESULTED AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: 
HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

339 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: THE STATE NEWS) RESULT STAFF: STAFF: 
COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

338 01/16/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - GLOBO INTERNATIONAL NY LTD - HRG ON 
01/17/18 TO 01/19/18 @ 8:30 AM 

337 01/16/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - ABC 7 CHICAGO/WLS TV - HRG SET ON 
01/18/2018 @ 9 AM 

336 01/16/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WWJ - HRG SET ON 01/16/2018 @ 9 AM 

335 01/16/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - EDITOR JOHN GRCILICK FOR PHOTOGRAPHER 
DAE G. YOUNG - HRG SET ON 01/16/2018 " 01/19/2018 @ 9 AM 

334 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
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01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: WEYI & WSMIT) 

333 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: WEYI & WSMIT) 

332 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: WEYI & WSMIT) 

331 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: WEYI & WSMIT) 

330 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: WEYI & WSMIT) 

329 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: WDIV-TV) 

328 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: ESPN) 

327 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: WILX) 

326 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: WLNS TV6) 

325 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: LANSING STATE JOURNAL) 

324 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: THE WASHINGTON POST) 

323 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: VICE NEWS TONIGHT ON HBO) 

322 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: LAW & CRIME NETWORK) 

321 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: MI RADIO NPR) 

320 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 

https://courts.ingham.org/CourtRecordSearch/ROALookup.do?ele=0 10/30 

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 278 of 304



11/12/2018 Ingham County Court Services 

01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: MLIVE MEDIA GROUP) 

319 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: CBS NEWS) 

318 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: MI RADIO NPR) 

317 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: MI RADIO NPR) 

316 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: GETTY IMAGES) 

315 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: GETTY IMAGES) 

314 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: EUROPEAN PRESSPHOTO AGENCY) 

313 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: WILX) 

312 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: WILX) 

311 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: WILX) 

310 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: EUROPEAN PRESSPHOTO AGENCY) 

309 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: SIDEWINDER II FILMS) 

308 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: SIDEWINDER II FILMS) 

307 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: SIDEWINDER II FILMS) 

306 01/16/2018 NOTICE TO PARTIES/ATTYS (REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF COURT PROCEEDINGS) - ON 
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01/16/18 PARTIES OR ATTYS SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE NOTICE VIA 
PERSONAL SERVICE (IN RE: SIDEWINDER II FILMS) 

305 01/16/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WXYZ-TV - SENTENCING HRG SET ON 
0/16/2018 @ 9 AM 

304 01/12/2018 HELD BUT NOT ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: IN-CHAMBERS 
CONFERENCE SCHEDULED FOR 01/12/2018 AT 10:00 AM HAS BEEN 
RESULTED AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: HELD BUT NOT ON RECORD JUDGE: 
AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS 
MEMORIAL 

303 01/12/2018 ORDER REGARDING SENTENCING - IT IS SO ORDERED (SEE ORDER FOR 
MORE DETAILS) 

302 01/11/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - SIDEWINDER II FILMS - HRG SCHEDULED ON 
01/19/18 

301 01/11/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - SIDEWINDER II FILMS - HRG SCHEDULED ON 
01/16/18 

300 01/11/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - SIDEWINDER II FILMS - HRG SCHEDULED ON 
01/17/18 

299 01/11/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - SIDEWINDER II FILMS - HRG SCHEDULED ON 
1/19/18 

298 01/11/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - THE STATE NEWS - HRG SCHEDULED ON 
01/16/18 @ 9 AM 

297 01/11/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - ESPN - HRG SCHEDULED ON 01/16/18 @ 9 AM 

296 01/11/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WDIV-TV - HRG SCHEDULED ON 01/16/18 - 
1/19/18 @ 9:30 AM 

295 01/11/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - SIDEWINDER II FILMS - HRG SCHEDULED ON 
01/18/18 

294 01/10/2018 PROSECUTION'S SENTENCING MEMORANDUM W/ POS (D. 01/10/18) 
ANGELA M POVILAITIS (ATTORNEY) ON BEHALF OF ANGELA POVILAITIS 
(ATTORNEY GENERAL) 

293 01/09/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - EUROPEAN PRESSPHOTO AGENCY - HRG 
SCHEDULED ON 01/16/18 ,,, 01/19/18 @ 9 AM 

292 01/09/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WILX - HRG SCHEDULED ON 01/12/18 @ 10 AM 

291 01/09/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - GETTY IMAGES - HRG SCHEDULED ON 
01/16/2018 @ 9 AM 

290 01/09/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - GETTY IMAGES - HRG SCHEDULED ON JANUARY 
16,u19, 2018 © 9 AM 

289 01/09/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - SIDEWINDER II FILMS - HRG SCHEDULED ON 
01/17/2018 

288 01/09/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - SIDEWINDER II FILMS - HRG SCHEDULED ON 
01/18/2018 

287 01/09/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
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COURT PROCEEDINGS - SIDEWINDER II FILMS - HRG SCHEDULED ON 
01/19/2018 

286 01/09/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - SIDEWINDER II FILMS - HRG SCHEDULED ON 
01/16/2018 

285 01/08/2018 CONFIDENTIAL RESULTS PA-471 

284 01/08/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - MI RADIO - HRG SCHEDULED ON 01/16/18 
01/19/18 @ 8 AM 

283 01/08/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - MI RADIO - HRG SCHEDULED ON 01/16/18 ^, 
01/19/18 © 8 AM 

282 01/08/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - LAW & CRIME NETWORK - HRG SCHEDULED ON 
01/12/18 @ 9 AM 

281 01/08/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - MLIVE MEDIA GROUP - HRG SCHEDULED ON 
01/16/18 © 9 AM 

280 01/08/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - MI RADIO NPR - HRG SCHEDULED ON 01/16/18 
- 01/19/18 @ 8 AM 

279 01/08/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - CBS NEWS - HRG SCHEDULED ON 01/16/18 - 
01/19/18 @ 9 AM 

278 01/05/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WEYI & WSMH - HRG SET ON 1/12/18-1/19/18 
© 10 AM 

277 01/05/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WEYI & WSMH - HRG SET ON 01/16/18 @ 9 AM 

276 01/05/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WEYI & WSMH - HRG SET ON 01/19/18 @ 9 AM 

275 01/05/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WEYI & WSMH - HRG SET ON 01/18/18 @ 9 AM 

274 01/05/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WEYI & WSMH - HRG SET ON 01/17/18 @ 8:30 
AM 

273 01/04/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - VICE NEWS TONIGHT ON HBO - HRG 
SCHEDULED ON 01/16/18 @ 9 AM 

272 01/03/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - THE WASHINGTON POST - HRG SCHEDULED ON 
1/16/18 @ 9 AM 

271 01/02/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - LSJ - HRG SCHEDULED ON 1/16/18 " 1/19/18 @ 
9 AM 

270 01/02/2018 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - SIDEWINDER II FILMS - HRG SCHEDULED ON 
1/12/18 

269 12/21/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WLNS TV6 - HRG ON 1/16, 1/17, 1/18, 1/19/ 
2018 © 8:30 AM 

268 12/20/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WILX- HRG ON 1/16/18 - 1/19/18 @ 9 AM 

267 12/19/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: SENTENCING DATE: 01/17/2018 TIME: 8:30 AM 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 

https://courts.ingham.org/CourtRecordSearch/ROALookup.do?ele=0 13/30 

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-1    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 281 of 304



11/12/2018 Ingham County Court Services 

266 12/19/2017 C30 HEARING HELD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: IN-CHAMBERS 
CONFERENCE SCHEDULED FOR 12/19/2017 AT 12:15 PM HAS BEEN 
RESULTED AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 HELD JUDGE: AQUILINA, 
ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL 
RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN 
CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

265 12/19/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: IN-CHAMBERS CONFERENCE DATE: 01/12/2018 
TIME: 10:00 AM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: 
COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: HELD BUT NOT ON 
RECORD 

264 12/19/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: SENTENCING DATE: 01/19/2018 TIME: 9:00 AM 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 

263 12/19/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: SENTENCING DATE: 01/18/2018 TIME: 9:00 AM 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 

262 12/19/2017 HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: SENTENCING 
SCHEDULED FOR 01/12/2018 AT 9:00 AM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

261 12/14/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - AFP PHOTO - ON 01/12/2018 @ 9:30 AM 

260 12/13/2017 TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - PLEA HEARING BEFORE THE 
HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA ON 11/22/17 (REPORTED BY: 
GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, CSR-3218) (*FILED UNDER THIS CASE NUMBER 
(17-143 FC); PLEADING IS LOCATED IN 17-526 FC CONSOLIDATED FILE) 

259 12/12/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: IN-CHAMBERS CONFERENCE DATE: 12/19/2017 
TIME: 12:15 PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: 
COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 HELD 

258 12/01/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WILX- HRG ON 01/12/17 @ 9AM 

257 11/30/2017 DECISION FROM COURT OF APPEALS - A STIPULATION AGREEING TO 
THE DISMISSAL OF THE APPEAL HAS BEEN FILED. THIS APPEAL IS 
DISMISSED (*FILED UNDER THIS CASE NUMBER (17-143 FC); PLEADING 
IS LOCATED IN 17-526 FC CONSOLIDATED FILE) 

256 11/29/2017 WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS - SENTENCING HRG ON 01/12/2018 AND 
01/16/2018, IF NEEDED @ 8 AM 

255 11/22/2017 PLEAD ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: C30 - PLEA HEARING 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/22/2017 AT 9:30 AM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: PLEAD/PLEA TAKEN JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE 
E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

254 11/22/2017 EVENT CANCELLED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: JURY TRIAL CRIMINAL 
SCHEDULED FOR 12/04/2017 AT 9:00 AM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: CANCELLED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

253 11/22/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: SENTENCING DATE: 01/12/2018 TIME: 9:00 AM 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED 

252 11/22/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: SENTENCING DATE: 01/16/2018 TIME: 9:00 AM 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 
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11/12/2018 

251 11/22/2017 

250 11/22/2017 

249 11/22/2017 

248 11/22/2017 

247 11/22/2017 

246 11/22/2017 

245 11/22/2017 

244 11/22/2017 

243 11/22/2017 

242 11/22/2017 

241 11/22/2017 

240 11/22/2017 

239 11/22/2017 

238 11/22/2017 

237 11/22/2017 

236 11/22/2017 

235 11/22/2017 

234 11/22/2017 

233 11/22/2017 

232 11/22/2017 

231 11/22/2017 

230 11/22/2017 

229 11/22/2017 

228 11/22/2017 

227 11/22/2017 

226 11/22/2017 

225 11/22/2017 

224 11/22/2017 

223 11/22/2017 

Ingham County Court Services 

ORDER FOR DNA SAMPLE W/ FAX CONF ATTACHED 

ORDER FOR COUNSELING AND TESTING FOR DISEASE/INFECTION W/ 
FAX CONF ATTACHED 

PLEA AGREEMENT 

STIPULATED ORDER TO LIFT ORDER LIMITING PUBLIC DISCLOSURE 

STIPULATED ORDER TO LIFT ORDER LIMITING PUBLIC DISCLOSURES BY 
COVERED INDIVIDUALS 

ADVICE OF RIGHTS (CIRCUIT COURT PLEA) 

PLED GUILTY AS TO COUNTS 1, 2, 5, 8, 10, 18, AND 24; REMAINING 
CHARGES TO BE DISMISSED; COURT ACCEPTS; DNA ORDERED; ADVICE 
OF RIGHTS; INFO RECEIVED; REFERRED TO PROBATION; SENTENCING 
SET ON 01/12/18 @ 9 AM 

PLED GUILTY AS TO COUNTS 1, 2, 5, 8, 10, 18, AND 24; REMAINING 
CHARGES TO BE DISMISSED; COURT ACCEPTS; DNA ORDERED; ADVICE 
OF RIGHTS; INFO RECEIVED; REFERRED TO PROBATION; SENTENCING 
SET ON 01/12/18 @ 9 AM 

CASE AWAITING FINAL ORDER 

CASE AWAITING FINAL ORDER 

PLED GUILTY AS TO COUNTS 1, 2, 5, 8, 10, 18, AND 24; REMAINING 
CHARGES TO BE DISMISSED; COURT ACCEPTS; DNA ORDERED; ADVICE 
OF RIGHTS; INFO RECEIVED; REFERRED TO PROBATION; SENTENCING 
SET ON 01/12/18 @ 9 AM 

CASE AWAITING FINAL ORDER 

CASE AWAITING FINAL ORDER 

PLED GUILTY AS TO COUNTS 1, 2, 5, 8, 10, 18, AND 24; REMAINING 
CHARGES TO BE DISMISSED; COURT ACCEPTS; DNA ORDERED; ADVICE 
OF RIGHTS; INFO RECEIVED; REFERRED TO PROBATION; SENTENCING 
SET ON 01/12/18 @ 9 AM 

CASE AWAITING FINAL ORDER 

PLED GUILTY AS TO COUNTS 1, 2, 5, 8, 10, 18, AND 24; REMAINING 
CHARGES TO BE DISMISSED; COURT ACCEPTS; DNA ORDERED; ADVICE 
OF RIGHTS; INFO RECEIVED; REFERRED TO PROBATION; SENTENCING 
SET ON 01/12/18 @ 9 AM 

CASE AWAITING FINAL ORDER 

PLED GUILTY AS TO COUNTS 1, 2, 5, 8, 10, 18, AND 24; REMAINING 
CHARGES TO BE DISMISSED; COURT ACCEPTS; DNA ORDERED; ADVICE 
OF RIGHTS; INFO RECEIVED; REFERRED TO PROBATION; SENTENCING 
SET ON 01/12/18 @ 9 AM 

CASE AWAITING FINAL ORDER 

CASE AWAITING FINAL ORDER 

CASE AWAITING FINAL ORDER 

CASE AWAITING FINAL ORDER 

CASE AWAITING FINAL ORDER 

PLED GUILTY AS TO COUNTS 1, 2, 5, 8, 10, 18, AND 24; REMAINING 
CHARGES TO BE DISMISSED; COURT ACCEPTS; DNA ORDERED; ADVICE 
OF RIGHTS; INFO RECEIVED; REFERRED TO PROBATION; SENTENCING 
SET ON 01/12/18 @ 9 AM 

CASE AWAITING FINAL ORDER 

CASE AWAITING FINAL ORDER 

FIFTH AMENDED INFORMATION FELONY 

REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WXXYZ-TV; HRG ON 01/16/18 @ 9 AM 

REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WXYZ-TV; HRG ON 01/12/18 © 9 AM 
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222 11/22/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WDIV-TV; HRG ON 01/12/18 © 9 AM 

221 11/22/2017 ENTERED IN ERROR 

220 11/22/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - THE ASSOCIATED PRESS - REQUEST AND 
NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON 
THE PARTIES OR THEIR ATTORNEYS FOR HEARING HELD ON 11/22/2017 
@ 9:30 AM 

219 11/22/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - LSJ - REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE PARTIES OR THEIR 
ATTORNEYS FOR HEARING HELD ON 11/22/2017 @ 9:30 AM 

218 11/22/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - MLIVE MEDIA GROUP- REQUEST AND NOTICE 
FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE 
PARTIES OR THEIR ATTORNEYS FOR HEARING HELD ON 11/22/2017 @ 
9 30 AM 

217 11/22/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - ESPN- REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE PARTIES OR THEIR 
ATTORNEYS FOR HEARING HELD ON 11/22/2017 

216 11/22/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - AFP PHOTO - REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR 
FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE PARTIES 
OR THEIR ATTORNEYS FOR HEARING HELD ON 11/22/2017 @ 9:30 AM 

215 11/22/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - WJRT-ABC 12 - REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR 
FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE PARTIES 
OR THEIR ATTORNEYS FOR HEARING HELD ON 11/22/2017 @ 9:30 AM 

214 11/22/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - WILX - REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE PARTIES OR THEIR 
ATTORNEYS FOR HEARING HELD ON 11/22/2017 @ 9:30 AM 

213 11/22/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - CBS NEWS- REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM 
AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE PARTIES OR 
THEIR ATTORNEYS FOR HEARING HELD ON 11/22/2017 @ 9:30 AM 

212 11/22/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - ASSOCIATED PRESS- REQUEST AND NOTICE 
FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE 
PARTIES OR THEIR ATTORNEYS FOR HEARING HELD ON 11/22/2017 @ 9 
AM 

211 11/22/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - WXYZ-TV- REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM 
AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE PARTIES OR 
THEIR ATTORNEYS FOR HEARING HELD ON 11/22/2017 @ 9:30 AM 

210 11/22/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - THE DETROIT NEWS- REQUEST AND NOTICE 
FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE 
PARTIES OR THEIR ATTORNEYS FOR HEARING HELD ON 11/22/2017 @ 
9 30 AM 

209 11/22/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - WJBK FOX 2- REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR 
FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE PARTIES 
OR THEIR ATTORNEYS FOR HEARING HELD ON 11/22/2017 @ 9:30 AM 

208 11/22/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - WDIV-LOCAL4- REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR 
FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE PARTIES 
OR THEIR ATTORNEYS FOR HEARING HELD ON 11/22/2017 @ 9:30 AM 

207 11/22/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - WWJ- REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE PARTIES OR THEIR 
ATTORNEYS FOR HEARING HELD ON 11/22/2017 @ 9:30 AM 

206 11/21/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - MLIVE MEDIA GROUP; HRG ON 11/22/17 © 9:30 
AM 

205 11/21/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WDIV-LOCAL 4; HRG ON 11/22/17 @ 9:30 AM 

204 11/21/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WWJ; HRG ON 11/22/17 @ 9:30 AM 
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203 11/21/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - THE DETROIT NEWS; HRG ON 11/22/17 @ 9:30 
AM 

202 11/21/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WJBK FOX2; HRG ON 11/22/17 @ 9:30 AM 

201 11/21/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - ASSOCIATED PRESS; HRG ON 11/22/17 © 9 AM 

200 11/21/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - LANSING STATE JOURNAL; HRG ON 11/22/17 @ 
9:30 AM 

199 11/21/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - THE ASSOCIATED PRESS; HRG ON 11/22/17 @ 
9:30 AM 

198 11/21/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - CBS NEWS; HRG ON 11/22/17 @ 9:30 AM 

197 11/21/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WXYZ-TV; HRG ON 11/22/17 © 9:30 AM 

196 11/20/2017 WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS (ORDER) - IT IS ORDERED; DEF TO BE 
BROUGHT OVER BEFORE THE HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA ON 
11/21/17 © 12 PM 

195 11/20/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - MI RADIO/NPR; HRG SCHEDULED FOR 11/22/17 
@ 9:30 AM 

194 11/20/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - ESPN; HRG ON 11/22/17 

193 11/16/2017 WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS - IT IS ORDERED; DEF TO BE BROUGHT OVER 
ON 11/22/17 @ 9:30 AM 

192 11/16/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WJRT- ABC 12 HRG ON 11/22/17 @ 9:30 AM 

191 11/15/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WILX; HRG ON 11/22/17 @ 9:30 AM 

190 11/14/2017 HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: CRIMINAL PRETRIAL 
CONFERENCE SCHEDULED FOR 11/29/2017 AT 8:30 AM HAS BEEN 
RESULTED AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, 
ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL 
RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN 
CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

189 11/14/2017 PLEA HEARING EVENT: C30 - PLEA HEARING DATE: 11/22/2017 TIME: 
9:30 AM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: PLEAD/PLEA TAKEN 

188 11/13/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WILX; HRG ON 11/29/17 @ 8:30 AM 

187 11/08/2017 ORDER SETTING CRIMINAL PRETRIAL CONFERENCE ON 11/29/17 @ 8:30 
AM W/ POS 

186 11/07/2017 PROOF OF SERVICE - ON 11/07/17 ALL ATTYS OF RECORD SERVED W/ A 
COPY OF A STIPULATION AND ORDER TO EXCLUDE FINDINGS BY MI 
STATE UNIV'S OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL EQUITY; STIPULATED 
PROTECTIVE ORDER OF MI STATE UNIV POLICE REPORTS; STIPULATED 
PROTECTIVE ORDER OF FEDERAL INVESTIGATION REPORTS OF OTHER 
ACTS VICTIMS VIA EMAIL AND U.S. MAIL 

HEARING SET: EVENT: CRIMINAL PRETRIAL CONFERENCE DATE: 
11/29/2017 TIME: 8:30 AM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 
ADJOURNED 

NOTICE OF FILING - TRANSCRIPTS OF THE HRS HELD ON 11/03/17 
(COURT REPORTER: GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, CSR-3218) 

185 11/07/2017 

184 11/06/2017 
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183 11/06/2017 STIPULATED PROTECTIVE ORDER OF FEDERAL INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
FOR OTHER ACTS VICTIMS - IT IS ORDERED (SEE ORDER) 

182 11/06/2017 STIPULATED PROTECTIVE ORDER OF MI STATE UNIV POLICE REPORTS -
IT IS SO ORDERED (SEE ORDER) 

181 11/06/2017 STIPULATION AND ORDER TO EXCLUDE FINDINGS BY MI STATE UNIV'S 
OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL EQUITY - IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED THAT 
THE PEO WILL NOT INTRODUCE INTO EVIDENCE AT TRIAL THE 
CONCLUSIONS AND ULTIMATE FINDINGS OF THE MI STATE UNIV'S 
OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL EQUITY (OIE); IT IS FURTHER STIPULATED 
THAT DEF'S STATEMENTS TO OIE INVESTIGATORS WILL BE INTRODUCED 
UNDER MRE 801(D)(2)(A), DEF HAS BEEN PROVIDED THIS STATEMENT 
IN THE CRIMINAL DISCOVERY MATTERS 

180 11/06/2017 TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - MOTION HRGS BEFORE THE 
HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA ON 11/03/17 (COURT REPORTER: 
GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, CSR-3218) 

179 11/03/2017 ORDER REGARDING PROSECUTION'S MOTION IN LIMINE AND NOTICE OF 
INTENT TO USE OTHER ACTS EVIDENCE OF DEF NASSAR'S ADMITTED 
POSSESSION OF CHILD PORNOGRAPHY - IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT 
THE PROSECUTION'S MOTION IS DENIED 

178 11/03/2017 ORDER REGARDING DEF'S MOTION FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY 
REGARDING ALLEGED VICTIM ZA - IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT DEF'S 
MOTION IS DENIED 

177 11/03/2017 ORDER REGARDING DEF'S MOTION FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY OF 
MEDICAL RECORDS FOR VICTIM C - IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT DEF'S 
MOTION IS GRANTED 

176 11/03/2017 ORDER REGARDING DEF'S MOTION FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY OF 
MEDICAL RECORDS FOR VICTIMS A, B, D, E, AND G - IT IS HEREBY 
ORDERED THAT DEF'S MOTION IS GRANTED IN PART 

175 11/03/2017 ORDER REGARDING DEF'S MOTION TO OFFER EVIDENCE OF THE 
COMPLAINANT'S SEXUAL CONDUCT W/ RESPECT TO ALLEGED VICTIM C -
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT DEF'S MOTION IS DENIED 

174 11/03/2017 ORDER REGARDING DEF'S MOTION FOR STAY PENDING APPEAL 
REGARDING MOTION TO STRIKE 404(B) WITNESSES DUE TO 
PROSECUTORIAL CONTEMPT - IMPOSITION OF ADDITIONAL SANCTIONS; 
IT IS SO ORDERED THAT DEF'S MOTION IS GRANTED 

173 11/03/2017 HEARING IN OPEN COURT -PLF'S MOTION IN LIMINE AND NOTICE OF 
INTENT TO USE OTHER ACTS EVIDENCE OF DEF NASSAR'S SEXUAL 
ABUSE AGST OTHER VICTIMS; GRANTED 

172 11/03/2017 HEARING IN OPEN COURT - PLF'S MOTION IN LIMINE AND NOTICE OF 
INTENT TO USE OTHER ACTS EVIDENCE OF DEF NASSAR'S ADMITTED 
POSSESSION OF CHILD PORNOGRAPHY; DENIED 

171 11/03/2017 HEARING IN OPEN COURT - DEF'S MOTION IN LIMINE TO EXCLUDE 
FINDINGS BY MI STATE UNIV'S OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL EQUITY; 
DEF'S MOTION STIPULATED BY THE PEO, ORDER TO BE SUBMITTED TO 
THE COURT BY MONDAY, 11/06/17 @ OR BEFORE 2:30 PM 

170 11/03/2017 HEARING IN OPEN COURT - DEF'S MOTION FOR SUPPLEMENTAL 
DISCOVERY REGARDING ALLEGED VICTIM ZA; DENIED 

169 11/03/2017 HEARING IN OPEN COURT - DEF'S MOTION FOR SUPPLEMENTAL 
DISCOVERY OF MEDICAL RECORDS FOR ALLEGED VICTIM C; MEDICAL 
RECORDS OF VICTIM C TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE COURT 

168 11/03/2017 HEARING IN OPEN COURT - DEF'S MOTION FOR SUPPLEMENTAL 
DISCOVERY OF MEDICAL RECORDS FOR ALLEGED VICTIMS A, B, D, E, & 
G; GRANTED IN PART 

167 11/03/2017 HEARING IN OPEN COURT - DEF'S MOTION TO OFFER EVIDENCE OF THE 
COMPLAINANT'S SEXUAL CONDUCT W/ RESPECT TO ALLEGED VICTIM C; 
DENIED 
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166 11/03/2017 HEARING IN OPEN COURT - DEF'S MOTION TO QUASH; DENIED 

165 11/03/2017 HEARING IN OPEN COURT - DEF'S MOTION FOR CHANGE OF VENUE; 
DENIED 

164 11/03/2017 HEARING IN OPEN COURT - DEF'S MOTION 404(B) WITNESSES DUE TO 
PROSECUTORIAL CONTEMPT AND IMPOSITION OF ADDITIONAL 
SANCTIONS; DENIED 

163 11/03/2017 HEARING IN OPEN COURT - DEF'S MOTION TO AD] TRIAL, FOR A FIRM 
DISCOVERY CUTOFF DATE, AND FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY 
REGARDING OTHER ACTS WITNESSES; DENIED 

162 11/03/2017 HEARING IN OPEN COURT - DEF'S MOTION FOR SUPPLEMENTAL 
DISCOVERY AND TO ADJ TRIAL; DENIED 

161 11/03/2017 HEARING IN OPEN COURT - DEF'S MOTION IN LIMINE TO EXCLUDE 
FEDERAL CONVICTIONS AND FACTS REGARDING CHILD PORNOGRAPHY; 
GRANTED 

160 11/03/2017 C30 HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION 
(MISC) SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED 
AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD - GRANTED IN 
PART JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: 
HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

159 11/03/2017 DENIED ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: DENIED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

158 11/03/2017 DENIED ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION TO QUASH 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: DENIED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

157 11/03/2017 DENIED ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION TO CHANGE 
VENUE SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED 
AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: DENIED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

156 11/03/2017 DENIED ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION TO ADJOURN 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: DENIED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

155 11/03/2017 DENIED ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: DENIED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

154 11/03/2017 C30 HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION 
IN LIMINE SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN 
RESULTED AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: 
HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

153 11/03/2017 DENIED ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION TO STRIKE 
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11/12/2018 

152 11/03/2017 

151 11/03/2017 

150 11/03/2017 

149 11/03/2017 

148 11/03/2017 

147 11/03/2017 

146 11/03/2017 

145 11/03/2017 

144 11/03/2017 

143 11/03/2017 

142 11/03/2017 

Ingham County Court Services 

SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: DENIED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION (MISC) DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 12:00 
PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: GRANTED 

GRANTED ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: GRANTED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION (MISC) DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 12:00 
PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: GRANTED 

GRANTED ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: GRANTED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION (MISC) DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 12:00 
PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: GRANTED 

GRANTED ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: GRANTED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - MICHIGAN PUBLIC RADIO ON 11/3/17 

GRANTED ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: GRANTED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

DENIED ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: DENIED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

C30 HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION 
IN LIMINE SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN 
RESULTED AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: 
HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

DENIED ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: DENIED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 
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141 11/03/2017 C30 HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION 
(MISC) SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED 
AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD - GRANTED 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: 
HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

140 11/03/2017 ORDER REGARDING DEF'S MOTION TO ADJ TRIAL FOR A FIRM 
DISCOVERY CUTOFF DATE, AND FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY 
REGARDING OTHER ACTS WITNESSES - IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT 
DEF'S MOTION IS DENIED 

139 11/03/2017 ORDER REGARDING DEF'S FIRST MOTION FOR SUPPLEMENTAL 
DISCOVERY AND TO ADJ TRIAL - IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT DEF'S 
MOTION IS DENIED 

138 11/03/2017 ORDER REGARDING DEF'S MOTION IN LIMINE TO EXCLUDE FEDERAL 
CONVICTIONS AND FACTS REGARDING CHILD PORNOGRAPHY - IT IS 
HEREBY ORDERED THAT DEF'S MOTION IS GRANTED 

137 11/03/2017 ORDER REGARDING DEF'S MOTION TO STRIKE 404(B) WITNESSES DUE 
TO PROSECUTORIAL CONTEMPT AND IMPOSITION OF ADDITIONAL 
SANCTIONS - IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT DEF'S MOTION IS DENIED 

136 11/03/2017 ENTERED IN ERROR 

135 11/03/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - MI PUBLIC RADIO; REQUEST AND NOTICE 
FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE 
PARTIES/ATTYS FOR HRG HELD ON 11/03/17 @ 12 PM 

134 11/03/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - LSJ; REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE PARTIES/ATTYS FOR 
HRG HELD ON 11/03/17 © 12 PM 

133 11/03/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - WILX; REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE PARTIES/ATTYS FOR 
HRG HELD ON 11/03/17 @ 12 PM 

132 11/03/2017 PEO'S WITNESS LIST 

131 11/03/2017 ORDER REGARDING DEFS MOTION FOR CHANGE OF VENUE - IT IS 
HEREBY ORDERED THAT DEF'S MOTION IS DENIED 

130 11/03/2017 ORDER REGARDING DEFS MOTION TO QUASH - IT IS HEREBY ORDERED 
THAT DEF'S MOTION IS DENIED 

129 11/03/2017 ORDER REGARDING PEO'S MOTION FOR STAY PENDING APPEAL OF 
COURTS DENIAL OF PEO'S OTHER ACTS MOTION/NOTICE TO ADMIT 
CHILD PORNOGRAPHY EVIDENCE - IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT DEF'S 
MOTION IS GRANTED 

128 11/03/2017 ORDER REGARDING DEF'S MOTION FOR STAY PENDING APPEAL 
REGARDING MOTION TO ADJ TRIAL, FOR A FIRM DISCOVERY CUTOFF 
DATE, AND FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY REGARDING OTHER ACTS 
WITNESSES - IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT DEF'S MOTION IS GRANTED 

127 11/03/2017 ORDER REGARDING PROSECUTION'S MOTION IN LIMINE AND NOTICE OF 
INTENT TO USE OTHER ACTS EVIDENCE OF DEF NASSAR'S SEXUAL 
ABUSE AGST OTHER VICTIMS - IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT THE 
PROSECUTION'S MOTION IS GRANTED 

126 11/02/2017 EVENT CANCELLED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: STATUS CONFERENCE 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/02/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: CANCELLED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

125 11/01/2017 HEARING SET: THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) SCHEDULED 
FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED AS FOLLOWS: 
EVENT: MOTION (MISC) DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 12:00 PM JUDGE: 
AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS 
MEMORIAL RESULT: DENIED 
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124 11/01/2017 HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION TO ADJOURN 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

123 11/01/2017 HEARING SET: THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION TO ADJOURN 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED AS 
FOLLOWS: EVENT: MOTION TO ADJOURN DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 12:00 
PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: DENIED 

122 11/01/2017 HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION TO STRIKE 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

121 11/01/2017 HEARING SET: THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION TO STRIKE SCHEDULED 
FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED AS FOLLOWS: 
EVENT: MOTION TO STRIKE DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 12:00 PM JUDGE: 
AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS 
MEMORIAL RESULT: DENIED 

120 11/01/2017 HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

119 11/01/2017 HEARING SET: THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE SCHEDULED 
FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED AS FOLLOWS: 
EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 12:00 PM JUDGE: 
AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS 
MEMORIAL RESULT: DENIED 

118 11/01/2017 HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

117 11/01/2017 HEARING SET: THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE SCHEDULED 
FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED AS FOLLOWS: 
EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 12:00 PM JUDGE: 
AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS 
MEMORIAL RESULT: GRANTED 

116 11/01/2017 HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

115 11/01/2017 HEARING SET: THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE SCHEDULED 
FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED AS FOLLOWS: 
EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 12:00 PM JUDGE: 
AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS 
MEMORIAL RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 

114 11/01/2017 HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION TO CHANGE 
VENUE SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED 
AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE 
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E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

113 11/01/2017 HEARING SET: THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION TO CHANGE VENUE 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED AS 
FOLLOWS: EVENT: MOTION TO CHANGE VENUE DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 
12:00 PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: DENIED 

112 11/01/2017 HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

111 11/01/2017 HEARING SET: THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) SCHEDULED 
FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED AS FOLLOWS: 
EVENT: MOTION (MISC) DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 12:00 PM JUDGE: 
AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS 
MEMORIAL RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 

110 11/01/2017 HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

109 11/01/2017 HEARING SET: THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) SCHEDULED 
FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED AS FOLLOWS: 
EVENT: MOTION (MISC) DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 12:00 PM JUDGE: 
AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS 
MEMORIAL RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 

108 11/01/2017 HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

107 11/01/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - LSJ; HRGS SCHEDULED ON 11/03/17 @ 12 PM 

106 11/01/2017 HEARING SET: THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) SCHEDULED 
FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED AS FOLLOWS: 
EVENT: MOTION (MISC) DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 12:00 PM JUDGE: 
AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS 
MEMORIAL RESULT: DENIED 

105 11/01/2017 HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION TO QUASH 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

104 11/01/2017 HEARING SET: THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION TO QUASH SCHEDULED 
FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED AS FOLLOWS: 
EVENT: MOTION TO QUASH DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 12:00 PM JUDGE: 
AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS 
MEMORIAL RESULT: DENIED 

103 11/01/2017 HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
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11/12/2018 

102 11/01/2017 

101 11/01/2017 

100 11/01/2017 

99 11/01/2017 

98 11/01/2017 

97 11/01/2017 

96 10/31/2017 

95 10/31/2017 

94 10/31/2017 

93 

92 

91 

90 

89 

88 

10/27/2017 

10/27/2017 

10/27/2017 

10/27/2017 

10/27/2017 

10/27/2017 

87 10/27/2017 

86 10/27/2017 

Ingham County Court Services 

STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

HEARING SET: THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) SCHEDULED 
FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED AS FOLLOWS: 
EVENT: MOTION (MISC) DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 12:00 PM JUDGE: 
AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS 
MEMORIAL RESULT: DENIED 

HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

HEARING SET: THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE SCHEDULED 
FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED AS FOLLOWS: 
EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 12:00 PM JUDGE: 
AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS 
MEMORIAL RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 

HEARING SET: EVENT: JURY TRIAL CRIMINAL DATE: 12/04/2017 TIME: 
9:00 AM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: SCHEDULED IN ERROR 

SCHEDULED IN ERROR THE FOLLOWING EVENT: JURY TRIAL CRIMINAL 
SCHEDULED FOR 12/04/2017 AT 9:00 AM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: SCHEDULED IN ERROR JUDGE: AQUILINA, 
ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL 
RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN 
CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/03/2017 AT 1:00 PM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION TO ADJOURN DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 
1:00 PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED 

PEO'S RESPONSE TO DEF'S MOTION TO STRIKE 404(B) WITNESSES DUE 
TO PROSECUTORIAL CONTEMPT AND IMPOSITION OF ADDITIONAL 
SANCTIONS; W/ POS 

HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION TO STRIKE DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 
1:00 PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED 

PEO'S RESPONSE TO DEF'S MOTION FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY OF 
MEDICAL RECORDS FOR VICTIM C 

PEO'S RESPONSE TO DEF'S MOTION FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY OF 
MEDICAL RECORDS FOR VICTIMS A, B, D, E, AND G 

PEO'S RESPONSE TO DEF'S MOTION TO PIERCE THE RAPE SHIELD 
STATUTE 

PEO'S RESPONSE FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY OF MEDICAL 
RECORDS FOR VICTIM ZA 

PEO'S RESPONSE TO DEF'S MOTION TO EXCLUDE FINDINGS BY MI STATE 
UNIV OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL EQUITY 

PEO'S RESPONSE TO DEF'S MOTION FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY 
AND TO ADJ TRIAL 

PEO'S RESPONSE TO DEF'S MOTION TO QUASH 

PROOF OF SERVICE - ON 10/27/17 DEF SERVED W/ A COPY OF THE: 1. 
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11/12/2018 Ingham County Court Services 

PEO'S RESPONSE TO DEF'S MOTION FOR CHANGE OF VENUE 2. PEO'S 
RESPONSE TO DEF'S MOTION FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY OF 
MEDICAL RECORDS FOR VICTIM C 3. PEO'S RESPONSE TO DEF'S MOTION 
FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY OF MEDICAL RECORDS FOR VICTIMS A, 
B, D, E, AND G 4. PEO'S RESPONSE TO DEF'S MOTION TO PIERCE THE 
RAPE SHIELD STATUTE 5. PEO'S RESPONSE FOR SUPPLEMENTAL 
DISCOVERY OF MEDICAL RECORDS FOR VICTIM ZA 6. PEO'S RESPONSE 
TO DEF'S MOTION TO EXCLUDE FINDINGS BY MI STATE UNIV OFFICE OF 
INSTITUTIONAL EQUITY 7. PEO'S RESPONSE TO DEF'S MOTION FOR 
SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY AND TO ADJ TRIAL 8. PEO'S RESPONSE TO 
DEF'S MOTION TO QUASH VIA (?) 

85 10/27/2017 DEF'S JOINT RESPONSE TO MOTION IN LIMINE AND NOTICE OF INTENT 
TO USE OTHER ACTS EVIDENCE OF DEF NASSAR'S (A) ADMITTED 
POSSESSION OF CHILD PORNOGRAPHY AND (B) NASSAR'S SEXUAL 
ABUSE AGST OTHER VICTIMS; W/ BRIEF; W/ POS 

84 10/27/2017 DEF'S MOTION TO STRIKE 404(B) WITNESSES DUE TO PROSECUTORIAL 
CONTEMPT AND IMPOSITION OF ADDITIONAL SANCTIONS; W/ BRIEF; 
W/ POS MATTHEW R NEWBURG (ATTORNEY) ON BEHALF OF LAWRENCE 
GERARD NASSAR (DEFENDANT) 

83 10/27/2017 PEO'S RESPONSE TO DEF'S MOTION FOR CHANGE OF VENUE 

82 10/27/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WDIV-TV ON 11/03/17 

81 10/27/2017 DEF'S MOTION TO ADJOURN TRIAL, FOR A FIRM DISCOVERY CUTOFF 
DATE, AND FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY REGARDING OTHER ACTS 
WITNESSES; W/ NOH ON 11/03/17 @ 1 PM; W/ POS MATTHEW R 
NEWBURG (ATTORNEY) ON BEHALF OF LAWRENCE GERARD NASSAR 
(DEFENDANT) 

80 10/27/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WDIV-TV ON 11/02/17 

79 10/25/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION (MISC) DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 1:00 PM 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED 

78 10/25/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 1:00 
PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED 

77 10/25/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 1:00 
PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED 

76 10/25/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 1:00 
PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED 

75 10/25/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION IN LIMINE DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 1:00 
PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED 

74 10/25/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION TO CHANGE VENUE DATE: 11/03/2017 
TIME: 1:00 PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: 
COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED 

73 10/25/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION (MISC) DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 1:00 PM 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED 

72 10/25/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION (MISC) DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 1:00 PM 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED 

71 10/25/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION (MISC) DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 1:00 PM 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED 

70 10/25/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION TO QUASH DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 1:00 
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11/12/2018 

69 10/25/2017 

68 10/25/2017 

67 10/24/2017 

66 10/20/2017 

65 10/20/2017 

64 10/20/2017 

63 10/20/2017 

62 10/20/2017 

61 10/20/2017 

60 10/20/2017 

59 10/20/2017 

58 10/20/2017 

57 10/20/2017 

56 10/20/2017 

55 10/20/2017 

54 10/18/2017 

53 10/17/2017 

52 10/16/2017 

51 10/13/2017 

50 10/13/2017 

Ingham County Court Services 

PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED 

NOTICE OF STATUS CONFERENCE ON 11/02/17 @ 12 PM W/ POS 

HEARING SET: EVENT: STATUS CONFERENCE DATE: 11/02/2017 TIME: 
12:00 PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: CANCELLED 

REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS - WILX ON 11/03/17 FOR MOTION HRGS 

PROSECUTION'S MOTION IN LIMINE AND NOTICE OF INTENT TO USE 
OTHER ACTS EVIDENCE OF DEF NASSAR'S ADMITTED POSSESSION OF 
CHILD PORNOGRAPHY 

DF'S MOTION TO OFFER EVIDENCE OF THE COMPLAINANT'S SEXUAL 
CONDUCT WITH RESPECT TO ALLEGED VICTIM C MATTHEW R NEWBURG 
(ATTORNEY) ON BEHALF OF LAWRENCE G NASSAR (DEFENDANT) 

PROSECUTION'S MOTION IN LIMINE AND NOTICE OF INTENT TO USE 
OTHER ACTS EVIDENCE OF DEF NASSAR'S SEXUAL ABUSE AGST OTHER 
VICTIMS 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS HEARING - PROSECUTION'S MOTION IN LIMINE 
AND NOTICE OF INTENT TO USE OTHER ACTS EVIDENCE OF DEF 
NASSAR'S ADMITTED POSSESSION OF CHILD PORNOGRAPHY; 
PROSECUTION'S MOTION IN LIMINE AND NOTICE OF INTENT TO USE 
OTHER ACTS EVIDENCE OF DEF NASSAR'S SEXUAL ABUSE AGST OTHER 
VICTIMS; SCHEDULED ON 11/03/17 © 1 PM 

DF'S MOTION FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY REGARDING ALLEGED 
VICTIM ZA MATTHEW R NEWBURG (ATTORNEY) ON BEHALF OF 
LAWRENCE G NASSAR (DEFENDANT) 

DF'S MOTION FOR CHANGE OF VENUE MATTHEW R NEWBURG 
(ATTORNEY) ON BEHALF OF LAWRENCE G NASSAR (DEFENDANT) 

DF'S MOTION IN LIMINE TO EXCLUDE FINDINGS BY MICHIGAN STATE 
UNIVERSITY'S OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL EQUITY MATTHEW R 
NEWBURG (ATTORNEY) ON BEHALF OF LAWRENCE G NASSAR 
(DEFENDANT) 

DF'S MOTION IN LIMINE TO EXCLUDE FINDINGS BY MICHIGAN STATE 
UNIVERSITY'S OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL EQUITY 

DF'S MOTION FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY AND TO ADJOURN TRIAL 
MATTHEW R NEWBURG (ATTORNEY) ON BEHALF OF LAWRENCE G 
NASSAR (DEFENDANT) 

DF'S MOTION TO QUASH MATTHEW R NEWBURG (ATTORNEY) ON BEHALF 
OF LAWRENCE G NASSAR (DEFENDANT) 

DF'S MOTION FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY AND OF MEDICAL 
RECORDS FOR ALLEGED VICTIM C AND BRIEF IN SUPPORT MATTHEW R 
NEWBURG (ATTORNEY) ON BEHALF OF LAWRENCE G NASSAR 
(DEFENDANT) 

DF'S MOTION FOR SUPPLEMENTAL DISCOVERY OF MEDICAL RECORDS 
FOR ALLEGED VICTIMS A, B, D, E, AND G MATTHEW R NEWBURG 
(ATTORNEY) ON BEHALF OF LAWRENCE G NASSAR (DEFENDANT) 

WRIT OF HEBEAS CORPUS - MOTION HEARING ON 11/03/17 @ 12 P.M. 

REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS / WLNS TV6 HRG ON 11-13-17 @ 9:45 AM 

HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION (MISC) DATE: 11/03/2017 TIME: 1:00 PM 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED 

REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS FOR HEARING ON 10/13/2017 @ 9:45 A.M. BY 
MICHIGAN PUBLIC RADIO 

REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
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11/12/2018 

49 10/13/2017 

48 10/13/2017 

47 10/12/2017 

46 10/12/2017 

45 10/12/2017 

44 10/12/2017 

43 10/12/2017 

42 10/12/2017 

41 10/11/2017 

40 10/11/2017 

39 10/11/2017 

38 10/11/2017 

37 10/10/2017 

36 10/10/2017 

35 10/10/2017 

Ingham County Court Services 

COURT PROCEEDINGS FOR HEARING ON 10/13/2017 @ 9:45 A.M. BY 
ESPN THROUGH JOHN BARR AND BILL ROACH 

GRANTED ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) 
SCHEDULED FOR 10/13/2017 AT 9:45 AM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: GRANTED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

DENIED ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) 
SCHEDULED FOR 10/13/2017 AT 9:45 AM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: DENIED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN 
CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) 
SCHEDULED FOR 10/25/2017 AT 11:15 AM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL 

HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) 
SCHEDULED FOR 10/25/2017 AT 11:15 AM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

HEARING SET: THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) SCHEDULED 
FOR 10/25/2017 AT 11:15 AM HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED AS FOLLOWS: 
EVENT: MOTION (MISC) DATE: 10/13/2017 TIME: 9:45 AM JUDGE: 
AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS 
MEMORIAL RESULT: DENIED 

REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS WILX-TV AND WDIV-TV/ HRG ON 10-25-17 

HEARING SET: THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION (MISC) SCHEDULED 
FOR 10/25/2017 AT 11:15 AM HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED AS FOLLOWS: 
EVENT: MOTION (MISC) DATE: 10/13/2017 TIME: 9:45 AM JUDGE: 
AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS 
MEMORIAL RESULT: GRANTED 

WRIT OF HABREAS CORPUS (MOTION HEARING ON 10-13-17) 

PROOF OF SERVICE - ON 10/11/17 PLF'S ATTY SERVED W/ MOTION TO 
ADJ JURY SELECTION AND PLEA CUTOFF; MOTION TO ADJ FILING 
DEADLINE; NOH FOR MOTION TO ADJ JURY SELECTION AND PLEAD 
CUTOFF; NOH FOR MOTION TO ADJ FILING DEADLINE VIA EMAIL 

DEF'S TO ADJOURN THE MOTION FILING DEADLINE W/ NOH ON 
10/25/17 @ 11 AM 

ORDER FOR EXTRA JURORS - ORDERED THAT 400 ADDITIONAL JURORS 
BE ORDERED FOR THE SERVICE WEEK OF 12/04/17; W/ POS 

DEF'S MOTION TO ADJOURN JURY SELECTION AND PLEA CUT OFF W/ 
NOH ON 10/25/17 @ 11 AM 

HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION (MISC) DATE: 10/25/2017 TIME: 11:15 
AM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED 

HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION (MISC) DATE: 10/25/2017 TIME: 11:15 
AM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED 

PROOF OF SERVICE - ON 10/10/17 ATTY GENERAL'S OFFICE SERVED W/ 
MOTION TO ADJ JURY SELECTION AND PLEA CUTOFF W/ NOH; MOTION 
TO ADJ FILING DEADLINE W/ NOH VIA EMAIL 
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11/12/2018 

34 10/10/2017 

33 10/10/2017 

32 10/09/2017 

31 10/09/2017 

30 09/11/2017 

29 09/11/2017 

28 08/28/2017 

27 08/25/2017 

26 08/08/2017 

25 08/07/2017 

24 08/03/2017 

23 08/01/2017 

22 08/01/2017 

21 08/01/2017 

Ingham County Court Services 

DEF'S MOTION TO ADJOURN JURY SELECTION AND PLEA CUTOFF W/ 
NOH ON 10/25/17 @ 11:15 AM 

DEF'S MOTION TO ADJOURN MOTION FILING DEADLINE W/ NOH ON 
10/25/17 @ 11:15 AM 

HEARING SET: EVENT: JURY TRIAL CRIMINAL DATE: 11/20/2017 TIME: 
9:00 AM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: SCHEDULED IN ERROR 

SCHEDULED IN ERROR THE FOLLOWING EVENT: JURY TRIAL CRIMINAL 
SCHEDULED FOR 11/20/2017 AT 9:00 AM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: SCHEDULED IN ERROR JUDGE: AQUILINA, 
ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL 
RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN 
CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

PROOF OF SERVICE - COPY OF THE PEOPLE'S FOURTH AMENDED 
INFORMATION WAS SERVED UPON DEFENSE COUNSEL(S) OF RECORD 
VIA PERSONAL SERVICE AND EMAIL ON 06/09/2017 (SIC) 

FOURTH AMENDED FELONY INFORMATION AS TO CTS 1 - 26 DATED 
09/07/2017 ATTORNEY: LIDDELL, ROBYN N (68287) 

PROOF OF SERVICE - COPY OF THE ORDER LIMITING PUBLIC 
DISCLOSURES BY COVERED INDIVIDUALS WAS SERVED UPON THE 
CIVILIAN WITNESSES VIA EMAIL ON 08/24/2017 ATTORNEY: LIDDELL, 
ROBYN N (68287) ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

ORDER GRANTING JOINDER OF CASES 17-143-FC AND 17-526-FC - IT IS 
HEREBY ORDERED THAT CASE NUMBER 17-143-FC AND CASE NUMBER 
17-526-FC SHALL BE JOINED INTO ONE CASE; IT IS FURTHER ORDERED 
JURY SELECTION IN THE JOINED CASE SHALL COMMENCE ON MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 4, 2017; IT IS FURTHER ORDERED OPENING STATEMENTS 
AND PROOFS IN THE JOINED CASE SHALL COMMENCE NO EARLIER THAN 
MONDAY, JANUARY 8, 2018; SIGNED BY ANGELA M POVILAITIS 
(ATTORNEY GENERAL); ; MATTHEW R NEWBURG (ATTORNEY) ON BEHALF 
OF LAWRENCE G NASSAR (DEFENDANT) 

HEARING ADJOURNED THE FOLLOWING EVENT: JURY TRIAL CRIMINAL 
SCHEDULED FOR 09/18/2017 AT 9:00 AM HAS BEEN RESULTED AS 
FOLLOWS: RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: 
STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 
3218 

HEARING SET: EVENT: JURY TRIAL CRIMINAL DATE: 09/18/2017 TIME: 
9:00 AM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: C30 ADJOURNED 

HEARING SET: EVENT: JURY TRIAL CRIMINAL DATE: 12/04/2017 TIME: 
9:00 AM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: CANCELLED 

C30 HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: CRIMINAL 
PRETRIAL CONFERENCE SCHEDULED FOR 08/01/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS 
BEEN RESULTED AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: HEARING HELD ON THE RECORD 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: 
HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

GRANTED ON THE RECORD THE FOLLOWING EVENT: MOTION FOR 
CONSOLIDATION SCHEDULED FOR 08/01/2017 AT 12:00 PM HAS BEEN 
RESULTED AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: GRANTED JUDGE: AQUILINA, 
ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL 
RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN 
CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - WILX - REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE PARTIES OR THEIR 
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11/12/2018 Ingham County Court Services 

ATTORNEYS FOR HEARING HELD ON 08/01/2017 © 12:00 P.M. 

20 08/01/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - WLNS TV 6 - REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR 
FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE PARTIES 
OR THEIR ATTORNEYS FOR HEARING HELD ON 08/01/2017 @ 12:00 P.M. 

19 08/01/2017 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE - WDIV -LOCAL 4 - REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR 
FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERVED PERSONALLY ON THE PARTIES 
OR THEIR ATTORNEYS FOR HEARING HELD ON 08/01/2017 @ 12:00 P.M. 

18 08/01/2017 HEARING IN OPEN COURT - PEOPLE'S MOTION FOR 
JOINDER/CONSOLIDATION HELD ON 8/1/17: PARTIES AGREED TO 
STIPULATE TO JOIN CASES NOS. 17-143-FC AND 17-526-FC AND COURT 
SO GRANTED; ATTY TO PREPARE ORDER; TRIAL ON 12/4/17 @ 8:30 AM; 
MOTIONS WILL BE HEARD ON 11/3/17 @ 1:00 PM AND CUT-OFF FOR 
FILING OF MOTIONS IS 10/13/17; CUT OFF FOR PLEA HEARING IS 
12/1/17 @ 1:00 PM 

17 07/31/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS FOR HEARING SCHEDULED ON 08/01/2017 © 
12:00 P.M. BY THE LANSING STATE JOURNAL 

16 07/26/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS FOR HEARING SCHEDULED ON 08/01/2017 © 
12:00 P.M. BY WDIV LOCAL 4 

15 07/26/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: MOTION FOR CONSOLIDATION DATE: 08/01/2017 
TIME: 12:00 PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: 
COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: GRANTED 

14 07/25/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS FOR HEARING SCHEDULED ON 08/01/2017 © 
12:00 P.M. BY WILX 

13 07/24/2017 REQUEST AND NOTICE FOR FILM AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
COURT PROCEEDINGS FOR HEARING SCHEDULED ON 08/01/2017 @ 
12:00 P.M. BY WLNS TV 6 

12 07/21/2017 THIRD AMENDED FELONY INFORMATION AS TO CTS 1 - 23 DATED 
07/18/2017 ATTORNEY: POVILAITIS, ANGELA M (58430) 

11 07/11/2017 STIPULATION AND ORDER TO RELEASE PORTION OF PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION TRANSCRIPT TO WHITE LAW PLLC; APPROVED AS TO 
FORM BY ATTORNEY: LIDDELL, ROBYN N (68287) (VIA E-MAIL 
PERMISSION) AND ATTORNEY: SMITH, SHANNON M (68683) (VIA E-MAIL 
PERMISSION) 

10 07/05/2017 ORDER SETTING CRIMINAL PRETRIAL CONFERENCE IN CHAMBERS ON 
08/01/2017 @ 12:00 P.M. BEFORE THE HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. 
AQUILINA 

9 07/05/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: CRIMINAL PRETRIAL CONFERENCE DATE: 
08/01/2017 TIME: 12:00 PM JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. 
LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: HEARING 
HELD ON THE RECORD 

8 06/29/2017 HEARING SET: EVENT: ARRAIGNMENT DATE: 07/05/2017 TIME: 9:00 AM 
JUDGE: AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 -
VETERANS MEMORIAL RESULT: WRITTEN WAIVER FILED 

7 06/29/2017 MISCELLANEOUS - COPY OF THE ORDER TO SEAL ISSUED 05/26/2017 IN 
DISTRICT COURT BY THE HONORABLE JUDGE DONALD ALLEN MAILED TO 
SCAO AND THE SUPREME COURT CLERK 

6 06/29/2017 FILED UNDER SEAL AS VOL 1A (PRELIMINARY HEARING TRANSCRIPT) 

5 06/29/2017 WRITTEN WAIVER OF ARRAIGNMENT THE FOLLOWING EVENT: 
ARRAIGNMENT SCHEDULED FOR 07/05/2017 AT 9:00 AM HAS BEEN 
RESULTED AS FOLLOWS: RESULT: WRITTEN WAIVER FILED JUDGE: 
AQUILINA, ROSEMARIE E. LOCATION: COURTROOM 5 - VETERANS 
MEMORIAL 

4 06/27/2017 ARREST BOND ARREST BOND ADDED TO CASE WITH: ACTION CODE: 

https://courts.ingham.org/CourtRecordSearch/ROALookup.do?ele=0 29/30 
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11/12/2018 Ingham County Court Services 

CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT - FIRST DEGREE (PERSON UNDER 
THIRTEEN, DEFENDANT 17 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER) ARREST DATE: 
04/27/2015 BOND STATUS: C30 BOND NOT POSTED STATUS DATE: 
06/23/2017 BLANKET BOND: NO OKAY TO APPLY: NO BOND TYPE: 
DENIED COMMENTS: BOND DENIED 

3 06/27/2017 DISTRICT COURT BINDOVER RECEIVED RESULT STAFF: STAFF: COURT 
REPORTER: HAMLIN, JEAN ANN CERTIFICATION NUMBER: 3218 

2 06/27/2017 WRITTEN WAIVER OF ARRAIGNMENT 

1 05/26/2017 ORDER TO SEAL RECORDS - IT IS ORDERED THE PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION TRANSCRIPT IS SEALED, THOUGH THE ATTYS OF RECORD 
IN THE CASE SHALL BE PERMITTED TO OBTAIN COPIES; IT IS FURTHER 
ORDERED THAT ALL COURT RECORDS IDENTIFYING THE ALLEGED 
VICTIMS BY NAME, OR CONTIANING INFORMATION THAT MIGHT 
REASONABLY IDENTIFY A VICTIM, SHALL BE SEALED, THOUGH THE 
ATTYS OF RECORD IN THE CASE SHALL BE PERMITTED TO OBTAIN 
COPIES; APPROVED AS TO FORM BY ATTORNEY: LIDDELL, ROBYN N 
(68287) AND ATTORNEY: SMITH, SHANNON M (68683) (SIGNED BY THE 
HONORABLE JUDGE DONALD ALLEN, 55TH DISTRICT COURT) 

Return to Case Summary 
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Larry Nassar transferred to federal prison in Tucson, Arizona - CNN

https://www.cnn.com/2018/02/10/us/larry-nassar-transferred-to-tucson-prison/index.html 1/5

Larry Nassar transferred to federal prison in Arizona

Updated 7:28 PM ET, Sat February 10, 2018
By Ralph Ellis, CNN

(CNN)Larry Nassar's life behind bars now moves to a high-security federal prison in
Arizona that specializes in treating sex offenders.

Nassar, the disgraced former USA Gymnastics team doctor who admitted to sexually
abusing underage girls, has been transferred from a Michigan facility to a federal

Nassar: Impossible to convey how sorry I am 00:50
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Larry Nassar transferred to federal prison in Tucson, Arizona - CNN

https://www.cnn.com/2018/02/10/us/larry-nassar-transferred-to-tucson-prison/index.html 2/5

prison in Tucson to start a 60-year sentence for child pornography crimes, the
Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP) said Saturday.

The prison is located in the desert about 10 miles from downtown Tucson -- and
about 2,000 miles from Michigan State University, where Nassar was an associate
professor before losing his livelihood in the sex abuse scandal.

Opened in 2007, the prison houses 1,536 inmates -- 1,387 in the main prison and
149 at a minimum-security satellite camp, according to the Bureau of Prisons.

Name and number

Nassar will spent his first few weeks at the
prison going through an orientation session,
as do all prisoners, according to the inmate
admission and orientation handbook. He will
be issued prison clothing tagged with his
name and registration number, 21504-040.

During orientation, Nassar will learn about his
schedules for sleeping and eating, as well as
his responsibilities, educational opportunities,
how the commissary works, visiting hours and

other aspects of inmate life. The handbook says inmates can use computers but
don't have internet access.

Wake-up for all inmates is 6 a.m, and headcounts are normally held at midnight, 3
a.m., 5 a.m., 4 p.m. and 10 p.m., the handbook said. Inmates are responsible for
making their beds, sweeping and mopping their cell floors "and ensuring (their cell) is
clean and sanitary," the handbook said.

It's not known if Nassar will share a cell or be put into protective custody to avoid
possible violence from other prisoners. The Bureau of Prisoners would not comment
on Saturday.

Larry Nassar in a January sentencing
hearing in Lansing, Michigan.
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Larry Nassar transferred to federal prison in Tucson, Arizona - CNN
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It's also unclear how long Nassar, will spend at the Tucson prison or if he will be
transferred to another institution. His release date is March 23, 2069, according to
the prison system webpage.

Nassar's attorney, Matt Newburg, didn't want to talk about what will happen to his
client in prison. "These questions should be directed to the Bureau of Prisons," he
said.

Sex offender treatment

The prison is one of nine in the federal
system that offers a Sex Offender
Management Program (SOMP), according to
the Bureau of Prisons. Having a large number
of sex offenders at these institutions ensures
inmates feel safe about participating, the BOP
says.

Numerous high-profile sex offenders have
started their prison terms in Tucson and Brian
David Mitchell, the kidnapper of Elizabeth

Smart, is still incarcerated there, according to the Bureau of Prisons inmate locator.

The Tucson prison offers what is termed "non-residential treatment," which consists
of out-patient group meeting two or three times a week for several hours, the Bureau
of Prisons webpage said.

"Participants learn basic skills and concepts to help them understand their past
offenses and to reduce risk of future offending. This treatment is offered to offenders
evaluated to have low to moderate risk of reoffending," according to a description of
the program.

The BOP has high-intensity "residential" programs at prisons in Marion, Illinois; and
Devens, Massachusetts, in which offenders receive treatment five days a week.

Judge reads from Nassar's letter,
tosses it 02:16
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Larry Nassar transferred to federal prison in Tucson, Arizona - CNN
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These programs target "offenders with an
elevated risk of reoffending," the BOP says.

The BOP will determine if an inmate should
have residential or non-residential treatment,
the BOP webpage says. The BOP noted what
while inmates can receive treatment when
they request it, most inmates normally enter
treatment when they have 24-42 months left
on their sentence -- about 56 years from now
for Nassar, age 54.

The website says only prisoners who volunteer can receive the treatment. It's not
known if Nassar has volunteered.

Federal, then state sentences

If he's still alive when he finishes his federal
sentence, he will have to return to Michigan to
serve sentences for sex crimes.

On Monday, Nassar was sentenced to 40 to
125 years in Eaton County, Michigan, where
nearly 200 girls and women made statements
about how his sexual abuse had changed
their lives. The Eaton County sentence will
run concurrently with the 40-to-175-year
sentence from nearby Ingham County,

Michigan.

In December, Nassar was sentenced for the child pornography charges in federal
court.

Nassar victim: MSU covered up
abuse 05:01

Dad lunges at Nassar in court
room 01:52
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Larry Nassar transferred to federal prison in Tucson, Arizona - CNN
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He pleaded guilty to receiving child pornography in 2004, possessing child
pornography from 2003 to 2016 and destroying and concealing evidence in 2016 as
he was under investigation, according to the US attorney's office for the Western
District of Michigan.

CNN's Elizabeth Joseph, Kwegyirba Croffie and Liv Kiely contributed to this report.
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Schedule A
Nassar Athlete Lawsuits

Court Case Name

Cause Number Date Filed Not a "Claim" Conduct Exclusion
Bodily Injury 

Exclusion

Prior Litigation 

Exclusion 

(pending 

discovery )

Prior Notice 

Exclusion 

(pending 

discovery )

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

A.G. Doe and A.W. Doe v. Michigan State 

University, et al.* 1:18-cv-01016 9/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Ali v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-01054 9/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Allen, et al. v. Michigan State University, et

al. 1:18-cv-00887 8/8/2018
X X X X

Superior Court of Santa Clara 

County, California Baker v. Larry Nassar, et al. 18CV338090 11/14/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Boyce, et al. (B Group) v. Michigan State 

University, et al. 1:18-cv-01029 9/8/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Boyce, et al. v. Michigan State University, et

al. 1:17-cv-00222-GJQ-ESC 3/10/2017
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Boyce, et al. v. Nassar, et al.* 1:18-cv-01347-GJQ-ESC 12/5/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Brown v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-01005 9/6/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Buchanan, et al. v. Michigan State 

University, et al. 1:18-cv-01012 9/7/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Campbell v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-00968 8/28/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Champion and Jane S11 Doe v. Michigan 

State University, et al. 1:18-cv-01013 9/7/2018
X X X X

Superior Court of L.A.

County, California Cobbs v. Doe 1, et al. 18STCV02707 10/29/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Davis v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-01046 9/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Denhollander (A Group) v. USA Gymnastics,

Inc., et al. 1:18-cv-01055 9/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Denhollander, et al. v. Michigan State 

University, et al. 1:17-cv-00029-GJQ-ESC 1/10/2017
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Denhollander, et al. v. USA Gymnastics,

Inc., et al.* 1:18-cv-01346-GJQ-ESC 12/5/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Dickman v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-01296 11/19/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Doe 05 v. USA Gymnastics, Inc., et al. 1:18-cv-01124-GJQ-ESC 9/27/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Doe v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:17-cv-00244-GJQ-ESC 3/17/2017
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Doe v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:17-cv-00288-GJQ-ESC 3/20/2017
X X X X

* Matter has not been tendered to LIU.

† Matter has not been tendered to LIU and has not been filed.
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Schedule A
Nassar Athlete Lawsuits

Court Case Name

Cause Number Date Filed Not a "Claim" Conduct Exclusion
Bodily Injury 

Exclusion

Prior Litigation 

Exclusion 

(pending 

discovery )

Prior Notice 

Exclusion 

(pending 

discovery )

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Doe v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:17-cv-00349-GJQ-ESC 4/17/2017
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Doe v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:17-cv-00676-GJQ-ESC 7/27/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Doe, et al. v. Michigan State University, et 

al.* 1:18-cv-01351-GJQ-ESC 12/5/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Doe, et al. v. USA Gymnastics, Inc., et al.* 1:18-cv-01350-GJQ-ESC 12/5/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Epple, et al. v. Michigan State University, et

al. 1:18-cv-01047 9/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Espinosa v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-00828 7/26/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Gordon v. Michigan State University, et al.* 1:18-cv-00172-GJQ-ESC 2/17/2018
X X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Hagaman v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-00981 8/30/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Hovinga v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-01036 9/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Hutchins, et al. v. Michigan State University,

et al. 1:18-cv-00915-GJQ-ESC 8/15/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane A. Doe v. Michigan State University, et

al. 1:18-cv-01039 9/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane A. Doe, et al. v. Michigan State 

University, et al. 1:18-cv-00640-GJQ-ESC 6/7/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane A.A.K. Doe v. Michigan State 

University, et al. 1:18-cv-01025 9/7/2018
X X X X

Superior Court of Orange 

County, California Jane AJ Doe v. Doe 1, et al. 30-2017-00899357 1/24/2017
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane B95 Doe v. Michigan State University, 

et al. 1:18-cv-00491-GJQ-ESC 5/1/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane BR 1 Doe v. Michigan State University,

et al. 1:18-cv-01169 10/15/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane C. Doe v. Michigan State University, et

al. 1:18-cv-00694-GJQ-ESC 6/22/2018
X X X X

Jane CP Doe† Not yet filed
X X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane Doe 01 v. Michigan State University, et

al. 1:18-cv-00173-GJQ-ESC 2/18/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Jane Doe 01 v. USA Gymnastics, Inc., et al. 1:18-cv-01120 9/27/2018
X X X X

* Matter has not been tendered to LIU.

† Matter has not been tendered to LIU and has not been filed.
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Schedule A
Nassar Athlete Lawsuits

Court Case Name

Cause Number Date Filed Not a "Claim" Conduct Exclusion
Bodily Injury 

Exclusion

Prior Litigation 

Exclusion 

(pending 

discovery )

Prior Notice 

Exclusion 

(pending 

discovery )

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane Doe 02 v. Michigan State University, et

al. 1:18-cv-00174-GJQ-ESC 2/18/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Jane Doe 02 v. USA Gymnastics, Inc., et al. 1:18-cv-01121 9/27/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane Doe 03 v. Michigan State University, et

al. 1:18-cv-00188-GJQ-ESC 2/21/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Jane Doe 03 v. USA Gymnastics, Inc., et al. 1:18cv-01122 9/27/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane Doe 04 v. Michigan State University, et

al. 1:18-cv-00377-GJQ-ESC 4/3/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane Doe 05 v. Michigan State University, et

al. 1:18-cv-00494-GJQ-ESC 5/2/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Jane Doe 05 v. USA Gymnastics, Inc., et al. 1:18-cv-01123 9/27/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane Doe AC v. United States Olympic 

Committee, et al. 1:18-cv-01022 9/7/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane Doe AC, et al. v. Michigan State 

University, et al. 1:18-cv-00831 7/27/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane Doe KJ v. Michigan State University, et

al. 1:18-cv-01010 9/7/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane Doe ME v. Michigan State University, 

et al. 1:18-cv-00944 8/23/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane Doe MJ v. Michigan State University,

et al. 1:18-cv-00978 9/13/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane Doe MJ v. Michigan State University,

et al. 1:18-cv-00616 6/1/2018

Circuit Court of Cook County, 

Illinois

Jane Doe v. International Federation of 

Gymnastics, et al. 2018L008869 8/6/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Jane Doe v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-01014 9/7/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane Does 1 - 21 v. Michigan State

University, et al. 1:18-cv-01038 9/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane E - 1 Doe, et al. (E Group) v. Michigan 

State University, et al. 1:18-cv-01049 9/10/2018
X X X X

Superior Court of L.A.

County, California Jane ED Doe v. Doe 1, et al. 18STCV04744 11/13/2018
X X X X

Superior Court of L.A.

County, California Jane EL Doe v. Doe 1, et al. BC706935 5/18/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane F - 1 Doe, et al. v. Michigan State 

University, et al. 1:18-cv-01037 9/10/2018
X X X X

* Matter has not been tendered to LIU.

† Matter has not been tendered to LIU and has not been filed.
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Schedule A
Nassar Athlete Lawsuits

Court Case Name

Cause Number Date Filed Not a "Claim" Conduct Exclusion
Bodily Injury 

Exclusion

Prior Litigation 

Exclusion 

(pending 

discovery )

Prior Notice 

Exclusion 

(pending 

discovery )

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane J - 1 Doe v. Michigan State University,

et al.* 1:18-cv-00758 7/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, Cent. Dist. of 

California Jane JD Doe v. Doe 1, et al. 8:18-cv-01136-JLS-KES 6/27/2018
X X X X

Sup. Court of Sacramento 

County, California Jane JD Doe v. Does 1, et al. 34-2016-00200075 6/19/2017
X X X X

Jane KB Doe† Not yet filed
X X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane KJTM Doe v. Michigan State

University, et al. 1:18-cv-00806 7/20/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane KK Doe v. Michigan State University,

et al. 1:18-cv-00732-GJQ-ESC 6/29/2018
X X X X

Jane KR Doe† Not yet filed
X X X X X

Superior Court of Orange 

County, California

Jane KR Doe v. United States Olympic 

Committee, et al.* 30-2018-01019592 9/18/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane KRA Doe v. Michigan State University,

et al. 1:18-cv-00993 9/4/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane L.B. Doe, et al. v. Michigan State 

University, et al. 1:18-cv-00987 8/31/2108
X X X X

Superior Court of L.A.

County, California Jane LM Doe v. Dr. Larry Nassar, et al. BC638724 7/28/2017
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, Cent. Dist. of 

California Jane LM Doe v. Dr. Larry Nassar, et al. 8:18-cv-01117-JLS-KES 6/22/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane MB45 Doe v. Michigan State 

University, et al. 1:18-cv-01027 9/7/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane MKG Doe v. Michigan State University,

et al. 1:18-cv-01045 9/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane MP Doe v. Mchigan State University, et

al. 1:18-cv-00734 7/2/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane MPW Doe v. Michigan State

University, et al. 1:18-cv-00642-GJQ-ESC 6/7/2018
X X X X

Jane MR Doe† Not yet filed
X X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane N. Doe v. Michigan State University, et

al. 1:18-cv-01258 11/9/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane NC Doe v. Michigan State University,

et al. 1:18-cv-01028 9/7/2018
X X X X

Jane NF Doe† Not yet filed
X X X X X

* Matter has not been tendered to LIU.

† Matter has not been tendered to LIU and has not been filed.
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Schedule A
Nassar Athlete Lawsuits

Court Case Name

Cause Number Date Filed Not a "Claim" Conduct Exclusion
Bodily Injury 

Exclusion

Prior Litigation 

Exclusion 

(pending 

discovery )

Prior Notice 

Exclusion 

(pending 

discovery )

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane NLF - 1 Doe v. Michigan State

University, et al. 1:18-cv-00842 8/1/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane NLF - 2 Doe v. Michigan State

University, et al. 1:18-cv-00851 8/2/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane NLF - 3 Doe v. Michigan State

University, et al. 1:18-cv-01008 9/7/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane NLF - 4 Doe v. Michigan State

University, et al. 1:18-cv-01019 9/7/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane P.S. Doe v. Michigan State University, 

et al. 1:18-cv-01024 9/7/2018
X X X X

Superior Court of L.A.

County, California

Jane PCNE Doe, et al. v. USA Gymnastics, et

al. BC667053 6/30/2017
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, Cent. Dist. of 

California

Jane PCNE Doe, et al. v. USA Gymnastics, et

al. 2:18-cv-03464-JLS-KES 4/25/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane R.G. Doe v. Michigan State University,

et al. 1:18-cv-01007 9/6/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane R1 Doe, et al. v. Michigan State 

University, et al. 1:18-cv-00822 7/25/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Jane R6 Doe v. Michigan State University, et

al. 1:18-cv-00922-GJQ-ESC 8/17/2018
X X X X

Jane TG Doe† Not yet filed
X X X X X

Jane TK Doe Not yet filed
X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Jonuska v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-00965 8/28/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, Cent. Dist. of 

California

Jordyn Marie Wieber v. United States 

Olympic Committee, et al. 2:18-cv-03462-JSL-KES 4/25/2018
X X X X

Dist. Court of Walker

County, Texas Kowalski v. USA Gymnastics, Inc., et al. 1829021 11/15/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Kowalski v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-00773 7/13/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Kuter and Bowe v. Michigan State 

University, et al. 1:18-cv-01006 9/6/2018

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Ladrigue v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-00999 9/5/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Lemke, et al. (C Group) v. Michigan State 

University, et al. 1:18-cv-01052 9/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Lemke, et al. v. Michigan State University, et 

al. 1:17-cv-00257-GJQ-ESC 3/20/2017
X X X X

* Matter has not been tendered to LIU.

† Matter has not been tendered to LIU and has not been filed.

 45984212

Page 5 of 7

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-2    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 12 of 133



Schedule A
Nassar Athlete Lawsuits

Court Case Name

Cause Number Date Filed Not a "Claim" Conduct Exclusion
Bodily Injury 

Exclusion

Prior Litigation 

Exclusion 

(pending 

discovery )

Prior Notice 

Exclusion 

(pending 

discovery )

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Lemke, et al. v. USA Gymnastics, Inc., et al.* 1:18-cv-01348-GJQ-ESC 12/5/2018
X X X X

Superior Court of L.A.

County, California Maroney v. Michigan State University, et al. BC687396 12/20/2017
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, Cent. Dist. of 

California

McKayla Maroney v. Michigan State 

University, et al. 2:18-cv-03461-JLS-KES 4/25/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Mealy v. Lawrence Gerard Nassar, et al.* 1:18-cv-01314 11/27/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Mealy v. USA Gymnastics, Inc., et al. 1:18-cv-01034 9/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Mealy, et al. v. Michigan State University, et

al. 1:18-cv-00397-GJQ-ESC 4/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Miller v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-00256-GJQ-ESC 3/12/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Morris v. Michigan State University, et al.* 1:18-cv-01060-GJQ-ESC 9/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Myers v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-00886 8/8/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Nagle v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-01057 9/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Payne, et al. (G Group) v. Michigan State 

University, et al. 1:18-cv-01044 9/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Payne, et al. (G Group) v. Michigan State 

University, et al.* 1:18-cv-01345-GJQ-ESC 12/4/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Payne, et al. v. Michigan State University, et

al. 1:17-cv-00684-GJQ-ESC 7/28/2017
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Preston v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-01004 9/6/2018
X X X X

Superior Court of Santa Clara 

County, California

Raisman v. United States Olympic 

Committee, et al. 18CV323989 2/28/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court Northern Dist. 

of California

Raisman v. United States Olympic 

Committee, et al. 5:18-cv-02479-BLF 4/25/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Rehberger, et al. v. Michigan State 

University, et al. 1:18-cv-00982 8/30/20118
X X X X

Superior Court of L.A.

County, California Schwikert - Warren v. Doe 1, et al. 18STCV02706 10/29/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

The Estate of Megan Simon v. Michigan 

State University, et al. 1:18-cv-01002 9/6/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Thomashow, et al. (D Group) v. Michigan 

State University, et al. 1:17-cv-00254-GJQ-ESC 3/20/2017
X X X X

* Matter has not been tendered to LIU.

† Matter has not been tendered to LIU and has not been filed.
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Schedule A
Nassar Athlete Lawsuits

Court Case Name

Cause Number Date Filed Not a "Claim" Conduct Exclusion
Bodily Injury 

Exclusion

Prior Litigation 

Exclusion 

(pending 

discovery )

Prior Notice 

Exclusion 

(pending 

discovery )

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Thrush, et al. v . Michigan State University,

et al. 1:18-cv-01041 9/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Thrush, et al. v. Nassar, et al.* 1:18-cv-01349-GJQ-ESC 12/5/2018
X X X X

Dist. Court of Walker

County, Texas Vega v. USA Gymnastics, Inc., et al. 1828737 5/1/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Wampler, et al. v. Michigan State

University, et al. 1:18-cv-01018 9/7/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, Southern Dist. 

of Texas

Whitehurst v. International Federation of 

Gymnastics, et al. 4:18-cv-01842 6/5/2018

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Whitehurst et al v. USA Gymnastics, Inc. et

al.* 1:18-cv-01352-GJQ-ESC 12/5/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Whitehurst, et al. v. Michigan State 

University, et al. 1:18-cv-00433-GJQ-ESC 4/18/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan

Whitehurst, et al. v. Michigan State 

University, et al. 1:18-cv-01059 9/10/2018
X X X X

Superior Court of L.A.

County, California

Wieber v. United States Olympic

Committee, et al. BC702167 4/17/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Williams v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-01056 9/10/2018
X X X X

U.S. Dist. Court, West. Dist. of 

Michigan Zalenski v. Michigan State University, et al. 1:18-cv-01058 9/10/2018
X X X X

* Matter has not been tendered to LIU.

† Matter has not been tendered to LIU and has not been filed.
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Schedule B
Revocation Lawsuits

Court Case Name Cause Number Date Filed Conduct Exclusion

Prior Litigation 

Exclusion 

(pending 

discovery )

Prior Notice 

Exclusion 

(pending 

discovery )

Dist. Court of Walker County, 

Texas

BMK Training Facilities, LTD, et al. v. US 

Olympic Committee and USA Gymnastics, Inc. 1828723 4/20/2018
X X X

Superior Court of California Los 

Angeles County

All Olympia Gymnastic Center Inc., et al. v. 

Lawrence Nassar, et al. 18STCV02484 11/2/2018

X X X
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Schedule C
Investigations

Description Not a "Claim"
Does Not Allege a 

"Wrongful Act"

Conduct 

Exclusion

Prior Litigation 

Exclusion 

(pending 

discovery )

Prior Notice 

Exclusion (pending 

discovery )

Indiana Attorney General’s Civil Investigation X X X X

U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Energy and Commerce Investigation X X X X

U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Oversight and Government Reform Investigation X X X X

U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation Investigation X X X X

U.S. Olympic Committee Investigation X X X X X
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Schedule D
Non-Nassar Lawsuits

Court Case Name Cause Number Date Filed

Not “First Made” 

During LIU Policy 

Period

Conduct 

Exclusion

U.S. Dist. Court, Okalahoma

Ashley Davis, et al. v. Edward Gerald 

Spinelli, et al. CJ-2018-3900 7/19/2018
X X

U.S. Dist. Court

Dist. of Mass.

Marcia Frederick v. US Olympic 

Committee and USA Gymnastics, Inc., et 

al. 1:18-cv-11299 6/20/2018
X X

Marion Superior Court, Indiana Mihael Anton v. USA Gymnastics 49D02-1802-PL-005398 2/9/2018
X X

Supreme Court of New York, 

Nassau County Richard Carlson v. USA Gymnastics 613294/2018 10/1/2018
X X

U.S. Dist. Court

Middle Dist. of Florida William O. West v. USA Gymnastics 8:18-cv-1616 7/5/2018
X X

Dist. Court of Harris County, 

Texas

Efrain Gonzalez Jr. v. USA Gymnastics, 

Inc. 2018-83861 1/21/2018
X X

Marion Superior Court, Indiana

John Doe and Jane Doe v. USA 

Gymnastics, Inc. 49D07-1903-CT-008601 3/1/2019
X X
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Schedule E
Ancillary Matters

Description Not a "Claim"
Does Not Allege a 

"Wrongful Act"

Not “First Made” 

During LIU Policy 

Period

Conduct 

Exclusion

Bodily Injury 

Exclusion

Prior Litigation 

Exclusion (pending 

discovery )

Prior Notice 

Exclusion (pending 

discovery )

Debra Van Horn Criminal Proceeding X X X X

Stephen Penny Criminal Proceeding X X

X X X X

Amy White Deposition Subpoena X X X X X

USAG's Bankruptcy Expenses and Crisis Management No coverage; not a "Claim" "against" USAG
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1999 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 3500 
Los Angeles, CA 90067-4643 
Telephone: + 1 424-332-4800 
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One Front Street, 35th Floor 
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Attorneys for Defendant 
UNITED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

WESTERN DIVISION 
 
JANE PCNE DOE, AND JOHN PCNM 
DOE 
 

Plaintiff, 
 
 vs. 
 
USA GYMNASTICS, UNITED STATES 
OLYMPIC COMMITTEE, AND DOES 3 
THROUGH 500 

 
Defendants. 

 

 Civil Case No.:  2:18-CV-3464 

 

NOTICE OF REMOVAL 
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NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

 Pursuant to 36 U.S.C. § 220505(b)(9) and 28 U.S.C. § 1446, Defendant United 

States Olympic Committee (“USOC”) hereby gives timely notice of the removal of this 

matter from the Superior Court of the State of California for the County of Los Angeles 

to the United States District Court for the Central District of California.   

INTRODUCTION 

1. On June 30, 2017, Plaintiffs JANE PCNE DOE and JOHN PCNM DOE 

(“Plaintiffs”) filed a Complaint in the Superior Court of the State of California for the 

County of Los Angeles against USOC, USA Gymnastics (“USAG”), and unnamed Doe 

Defendants.  A true and correct copy of the Complaint, assigned Case No. BC 667053,1 is 

attached as Exhibit 1.  On December 5, 2017, the state court granted Plaintiffs’ petition 

to coordinate this action with five other cases (which do not name USOC as a 

Defendant).   

2. Plaintiffs purportedly served USOC on April 16, 2018 via personal 

service.  However, the service was defective because Plaintiffs did not serve the Civil 

Case Cover Sheet Addendum as required by local rules.  See Los Angeles Superior Court 

Local Rule 2.3(a)(1)(E).  Moreover, Plaintiffs have not filed a proof of service with the 

state court.  Nevertheless, for purposes of this Notice of Removal and without waiving 

challenges to service, USOC assumes that service was effective as of April 16, 2018.   

3. Plaintiffs allege that USOC is liable under Federal and California law for 

harms caused by Dr. Larry Nassar, who has been convicted for sexually molesting minors 

while he was serving as a doctor for USAG.  Plaintiffs specifically allege that USOC is 

                                                 
1 Counsel for the Plaintiff has filed three other substantially similar lawsuits in California 
state court on behalf of other plaintiffs.  USOC will concurrently file Notices of Removal 
in each of those cases in the Central District of California and the Northern District of 
California.  In accordance with Local Rules 83-1.3.1 and 83-1.4, USOC will coordinate 
with Plaintiffs’ counsel to promptly file a Notice of Related Civil Cases and a Notice of 
Pendency of Other Actions or Proceedings.      
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responsible under the Ted Stevens Amateur Sports Act (“ASA”) for creating a “safe and 

positive environment for athletes’ physical, emotional and social development and to 

ensuring that it promotes an environment free of misconduct.”  Compl., ¶ 16.  Plaintiff 

then asserts various tort claims based on USOC purported failure to meet these 

responsibilities.  

4. USOC removes this action under 36 U.S.C. § 220505(b)(9).  As set forth 

more fully below, the Complaint’s allegations against USOC relate solely to USOC’s 

responsibilities under the ASA.   

I. THIS CASE IS REMOVABLE UNDER THE TED STEVENS AMATEUR 
SPORTS ACT.  

5. The USOC is a federally chartered organization that operates pursuant to 

the ASA.  See San Francisco Arts & Athletics, Inc. v. USOC, 483 U.S. 522, 543 (1987).  

Pursuant to the ASA, USOC may unilaterally remove to federal court any civil action 

relating to the USOC’s responsibilities.  See Exum v. USOC, 2005 WL 3021953, *1 (D. 

Colo. 2005) (removing state law claims for breach of contract, fraud, misrepresentation, 

promissory estoppel, and wrongful termination brought by a contractor).  Specifically, the 

ASA provides that “any civil action brought in a State court against the [USOC] and 

solely relating to the [USOC’s] responsibilities under this Act shall be removed, at the 

request of the [USOC], to the district court of the United States in the district in which the 

action was brought, and such district court shall have original jurisdiction over the action 

without regard to the amount in controversy or citizenship of the parties involved.”  36 

U.S.C. § 220505(b)(9).   

6. Here, Plaintiffs’ claims against USOC all stem from USOC’s purported 

failure to satisfy its responsibilities to protect Plaintiffs’ daughter while she was 

participating in Olympic events.  USOC’s responsibilities with respect to athletes and 

medical personnel stem from the ASA.  See 36 U.S.C. § 220505(c) and § 220524.  

Specifically, Plaintiffs contend that USOC is responsible for “creating a safe and positive 

environment for athletes’ physical, emotional and social development and to ensuring 

Case 2:18-cv-03464-DMG-JPR   Document 1   Filed 04/25/18   Page 3 of 5   Page ID #:3Case 19-50012    Doc 134-2    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 26 of 133



 

4 
NOTICE OF REMOVAL  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

that it promotes an environment free of misconduct.”  Compl., ¶ 16.  Plaintiff further 

alleges that, while USOC had developed a number of safety policies, it failed to diligently 

ensure that USAG was in compliance.  Id. at ¶¶ 18-20.  According to Plaintiffs’ these 

failures permitted Dr. Nassar’s abusive conduct to occur.  Id. at ¶ 36.  

II. ALL PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS OF REMOVAL ARE SATISFIED. 

7. This Notice of Removal is timely filed under 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b)(2) and 

(3); it is filed within thirty (30) days of service of the Complaint on USOC, which 

occurred on April 16, 2018.  Murphy Bros., Inc. v. Michetti Pipe Stringing, Inc., 526 U.S. 

334, 347-48 (1999) (holding that the 30-day removal period begins to run upon formal 

service of the complaint).    

8. A true and correct copy of the process, pleadings, orders, and other 

documents filed or served on USOC in the underlying action are attached as Exhibit 1 

(Complaint), Exhibit 2 (Summons), Exhibit 3 (Notice of Order Assigning Coordination 

Motion), Exhibit 4 (Notice of Ruling on Petition for Coordination), and Exhibit 5 

(Notice of Order Assigning Hon. Randall J. Sherman).  USOC was not served with any 

documents in connection with the referenced coordination proceeding.  No substantive 

motions are currently pending in the state court action or coordination proceeding.   

9. Written notice of the filing of this Notice of Removal shall be promptly 

served on all parties herein, and a copy of this Notice shall promptly be filed with the 

clerk in the state court action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(d).  

10. Removal under the ASA does not require all defendants to consent to join 

in the removal.  See 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b)(2)(A) (requirement for all defendants to join 

applies only “[w]hen a civil action is removed solely under section 1441); see also 

Durham v. Lockheed Martin Corp., 445 F.3d 1247, 1253 (9th Cir. 2006) (addressing 

analogous statute permitting federal officers and agencies to remove, and explaining that 

“[w]hereas all defendants must consent to removal under section 1441 . . . a federal 

officer or agency defendant can unilaterally remove a case under section 1442.”); Davis 
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v. FSLIC, 879 F.2d 1288, 1289 (5th Cir. 1989) (parties having an independent statutory 

right to remove can do so without the joinder of other defendants).   

11. Nevertheless, Counsel for USOC has reached out to USAG to inquire 

whether USAG consents to removal and was informed that USAG has not taken a 

position on this issue.  USOC will notify the Court when it has additional information.  

Defendants DOES 3 through 500 have not been served with summons.  Destfino v. 

Reiswig, 630 F.3d 952, 955 (9th Cir. 2011) (any joinder requirements apply only to those 

who have been properly served).   

12. USOC reserves all defenses, including but not limited to those under 

Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 12(b), and does not waive said defenses by the filing of 

this Notice.  

 WHEREFORE, USOC gives notice that the above action now pending against it in 

the Superior Court of the State of California for the County of Los Angeles, Case No. BC 

667053, is hereby removed from the above-referenced state court to the United States 

District Court for the Central District of California.   

 

DATED:  April 25, 2018 COVINGTON & BURLING LLP 
 
 
 
 

 By: /s/ Mitchell Kamin 
 Mitchell A. Kamin 

 
Attorneys for Defendant 
United States Olympic Committee 
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JOHN C. MANLY, Esq. (State Bar No. 149Q�,Of 
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_ 

>� 
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BY fJ« 

JANE PCNE DOE, an individual; and JOHN 
PCNM DOE, an individual.- · 

Plaintiffs, 

V.· 

USA GYMNASTICS, a Business Entity of. 
form unknown; UNITED STATES OLYMPIC 
COMMITTEE, a Business Entity of form 
unknown; and DOES 3 through 500. ,{ 

Defendants. 

' 

BC667053 
Case No.: 
Judge: 
Department: --------

COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES FOR: 

1) INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF 
EMOTIONAL DISTRESS; 

2) UNFAIR BUSINESS PRACTICES 
(CAL. BUS. & PROF. CODE §17200) 

3) NEGLIGENT INFLICTION OF 
EMOTIONAL DISTRESS; 

4) NEGLIGENCE; 
5) BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY; 
6) CONSTRUCTIVE FRAU.Qi; "'O O :tt n, :x:., l> 111 

1:-) -:; -4 I� 
1T13:n, ·· 
.... n, � 

DEMAND FOR JURY t'l'lH kl� � � °l � 
� -r---:5x ,;::, •• 1-1 
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COMES NOW, Plaintiffs JANE PCNE DOE and JOHN PCNM DO"E �r@nafter 
(.,If �.. :i: 

collectively referred to as the "Plaintiffs"), who complain and allege as follows: 

/// 
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GENERAL ALLEGATIONS AS TO THE PARTIES 

1. The Plaintiffs bring the instant action in order to recover damages they suffered as · 

a result of the orchestrated scheme by Defendants USA GYMNASTICS (hereinafter, "USAG") 

. and Defendant UNITED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE ("USOC"), to suppress and conceal 

their knowledge of known sexual abusers in the USAG program, including Dr. Larry Nassar 

(hereinafter "NASSAR"), fai"ling to protect the Plaintiffs' daughter, and· permitting the Plaintiffs' 

daughter to be sexually abuse and assaulted, as a child, by NASSAR, under the guise of legitimate 

medical treatment. As entiti�s responsible for the safety, health, and welfare of the Plaintiffs' 

daughter (who was an elite, international gymnast), the Defendants USOC, USAG and DOES 1 

through 500 (collectively referred to as "Defendants") had a duty to inform the Plaintiffs about 

individuals who posed a danger to the Plaintiffs' child while in Defendants' care, as Defendants 

stood in loco parentis with the Plaintiffs, as well as their daughter. Instead of upholding this duty 

to inform the Plaintiffs. of known dangers posed to their daughter and to protect the Plaintiffs' 

daughter from these dangers, including sexual abusers at USAG, and under USOC's watch, like 

NASSAR, the Defendants failed to protect the Plaintiffs' child, withheld information pertaining to 

Defendants' knowledge ofNASSAR's unfitness and sexually abusive propensities as a physician, 

and permitted the Plaintiffs' child to be subjected to sexual abuse by NASSAR. 

2. The doe pseudonyms of JANE PCNE DOE and JOHN PCNM DOE are not the true 

and correct names of the Plaintiffs. The Plaintiffs are proceeding under these doe pseudonyms in 

order to protect their identities and privacy, as is their right under California case law due to the 

sensitive nature of this case. ·Furthermore, these doe pseudonyms are utilized to protect their 

daughter, a victim of childhood sexual abuse, and her privacy interests, by way of association with 

her parents' true and correct names. 

THE PLAINTIFFS JANE PCNE DOE AND JOHN PCNM DOE 

3. The Plaintiff JANE PCNE DOE is an adult female who currently resides in the 

State of California, in the County of Los Angeles. The Plaintiff JANE PCNE DOE is the mother 

of a minor gymnast (at the time) who was sexually abused by NASSAR, while competing in 

National and International Competitions, including but not limited to competitions in California, 

-2-
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the Karolyi Ranch in Huntsville, Texas (and other locations across the United States and 

internationally) that were hosted, sanctioned, supervised, and/or endorsed by the Defendants. 

During these events, the Defendants took care, custody and control of the Plaintiffs' daughter, 

stood in loco parentis with both the Plaintiffs and their daughter, and Defendants had a duty to 

protect the Plaintiffs' daughter and inform the Plaintiffs of known dangers posed to their daughter. 

4. The Plaintiff JOHN PCNEM DOE is an adult male who currently resides in the 

State of California, in the County of Los Angeles. The Plaintiff JOHN PCNM DOE is the father 

of.a minor gymnast (at the time) who was sexually abused by NASSAR, while competing in 

National and International Competitions, including but not limited to competitions in California, 

the Karolyi Ranch, (and other locations nationally and internationally) that were hosted, 

sanctioned, supervised, and/or endorsed by the Defendants. During these events, the Defendants 

took care, custody and control of the Plaintiffs' daughter, stood in loco parentis with both the 

Plaintiffs and their daughter, and Defendants had a duty to protect the Plaintiffs' daughter and 

inform the Plaintiffs of known dangers posed to their daughter. 

5. The Plaintiffs' daughte.r was an elite !eve.I gymnast who competed in National and 

International competitions. These National and International competitions occurred in places 

including but not limited to California, the Karolyi Ranch in Huntsville, Texas and other lo�ations 

across the United States and internationally. During many of these competitions, the Plaintiffs' 

daughter was subjected to sexual harassment, abuse and molestation by NASSAR, including but 

not limited to competitions and trainings that occurred in California, at the Karolyi Ranch in 

Huntsville, Texas and other locations across the United States and internationally. The Plaintiffs' 

child was sexually abused on numerous occasions and at numerous locations (including but not 

limited to: California, the Karolyi Ranch in Huntsville, Texas and other locations across the United 

States and Internationally), in or around 2009 through in or around 2013. This sexual abuse of the 

Plaintiffs' daughter occurred at events where Defendants USAG and USOC were responsible to 

supervise the Plaintiffs' daughter and to provide for her safety. 

Ill 

Ill 
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6. It was not until in or around mid-July of 2015 that the Plaintiffs became aware,. for 

the first time, that their daughter may have been the victim of. sexual abuse, at the hands of 

NASSAR. 

DR. LARRY NASSAR (NON-PARTY) 

7. NASSAR, the Perpetrator, at all times mentioned herein was and is an adult male 

individual, who Plaintiffs are informed and believe lived in the State of Michigan during the period. 

of time during which the sexual abuse, harassment, and molestation of the Plaintiffs' daughter 

alleged herein took place and is currently a citizen of the State of Michigan. Plaintiffs are informed 

and believe that the NASSAR was accepted onto the staff of USAG as a trainer in 1986 and then 

as the National Medical Director and the National Team Physician for the women's gymnastics 

team in 1996 .. NASSAR was also responsible for coordinating the care for USAG and for 

participants and members at every national and international competition, and would routinely 

travel to National and International competitions. NASSAR continued to function in this capacity 

at USAG until in or around the middle of 2016. At all times herein alleged, NASSAR was an 

employee, agent, and/or servant of Defendants USAG, USOC and DOES 1 through 500, and/or 

was under their complete control and/or active supervision . 

8. NASSAR was retained by USAG as an Osteopathic Physician and certified athletic 

trainer to provide care, treatment, and athletic training to the USAG and its participants, many of 

. which were minors while in his care. It was through this· position of trust and confidence, that the 

NASSAR exploited the Plaintiffs' daughter, in perpetrating his sexual abuse, molestation and 

harassment upon the Plaintiffs' daughter. All of the sexually abusive an? harassing conduct alleged 

:herein was done for the NASSAR's sexual gratification and was based upon the gender of the 

Plaintiffs' daughter. 

9. It is on information and reasonable belief that NASSAR, using his apparent 

authority and position within USAG and USOC over the minor participants in his charge, that the 

NASSAR sexually abused, molested, and harassed numerous gymnasts, over the nearly 30 years 

in which NASSAR has been affiliated with USAG and USOC. 

;;; 
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DEFENDANT USA GYMNASTICS 

10. Defendant USAG, at all times mentioned herein, was and is a business entity of 

form unknown, having its principal place of business in the State of Indiana. Plaintiffs are informed 

and believe USAG was incorporated in the state of Texas and/or Arizona. USAG is the national 

governing body for gymnastics in the United States, and selects and trains the United States 

gymnastics teams for the Olympi�s and World Championships, promotes and develops gymnastics 

locally and nationally, and serves as a resource center for members, clubs, fans and gymnasts 

throughout the United States. Defendant USAG has more than 174,000 athletes and professional 

members, more than 148,000 athletes registered in competitive program_s, as well as more than 

25,000 professional, instructor and club members. Appro?(imately 4,000 competitions and events 

throughout the United States are sanctioned annually by USAG. USAG was the primary entity 

owning, operating and controlling the activities and behavior of its employee agents, including, 

but not limited to NASSAR. USAG is also the entity that selects gymnasts for the US National 

and Olympic Teams. 

11. USAG purposely conducts substantial educational business activities in the State 

of California, with regional affiliates in Northern California, Central California, and Southern 

California. USAG currently sponsors and has scheduled over 75 competitions, meets, and/or 

18 · invitationals throughout the entire state of California. USAG has numerous athletes and 

19 professional members, professional,. instructor and club members conducting substantial activity 

20 and purposefully availing itself of the laws and protections of California. The sexual abuse, 
i. 

21 harassment, and molestation alleged herein took place multiple times, in many locations, including 

22 locations in California, where USAG was the primary entity owriing, operating and controlling the 

23 activities and behavior of its employee agents, including, but not limited to NASSAR. 

24 12. As stated on its website through its Code of Ethical Conduct, " . . .  Members of 

25 [USAG] are expected to promote a safe environment for participants, coaches, officials, volunteers 

26 and staff in all gymnastics disciplines, which includes an environment free from sexual 

27 misconduct. It is inconsistent with this obligation for any Member to: 1. Solicit or engage in sexual 

28 relations with any minor. 2. Engage in any behavior that utilizes the influence of a professional 
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Member's position as coach, judge, official or administrator to encourage sexual relations with an 

athlete or participant. 3. Engage in sexual harassment by making unwelcome advances, requests 
. . 

for sexual favors or other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature where such conduct creates 

an intimidating, hostile or offensive environment." However, USAG's policies and procedures 

then provide that, "Professional Members of [USAG] must protect the integrity of the sport and 

the interests of the athletes they serve by avoiding sexual relationships with athletes- except where 

the capacity and quality of the athlete's consent to enter· that relationship is beyond 

question." [Emphasis Added]. In enforcing this Code of Ethical Conduct;the published policies 

and procedures provide, "Compliance :with this Code depends primarily upon understanding and 

voluntary compliance, secondarily upon reinforcement by peers, and, when· necessary, upon 

enforcement through disciplinary action . . . . Any Member ('Complainant') who believes that 

another Member of (USAG] has failed. to meet such Member's obligations under this Code is, 

under all but the most egregious circumstances, encouraged to first address that concern directly 

to that Member." 

13. Under USAG'·s policies and procedures for reporting abuse, it provides that, 

"[USAG] will follow applicable law in reporting abusive situations to the proper authorities. If, in 

[USAG]'[s] reasonable.and good faith judgment, reporting to the proper authorities is necessary to 

protect a person from the possibility of further abuse, it rriay make such report even if not 

compelled by law to do so." Further, the policies and procedures for "Reporting Suspected Abuse" 

at USAG provide that "[a]ny person who reasonably and in good faith believes a member of 

[USAG] has abused another person, whether physical or sexual, such person may notify the 

[USAG] National Office pursuant to Articles 9 and/or 10 of the [USAG] Bylaws." 

14. Under California Penal Code § 11165.7, USAG is an organization whose 

-�m-ployees, agents, and/or servants are legally "mandated reporters", considering that USAG is a 

youth recreational program and USAG's employees' duties require direct cont�ct and supervision 

of children. 

15. USAG receives millions of dollars in private donations and corporate financial 

support, on a yearly basis, according to its publicly available Forrn-990's. It is on this basis, under 
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1 information and therefore belief, that USAG ignored and/or actively concealed the abuse that was 

2 b_eing perpetrated by NASSAR, and other employees/agents of its organization, such that USA-G 

3 would not be subjected to public scrutiny, administrative, civil and/or criminal investigation and 

4 · could maintain a false fa9ade of high moral repute, and could maintain and grow this financial 

5 support for its programs. This attempt to conceal and/or ignore the abuse being perpetrated under 

6 its control and supervision, was done at the expense of minor athletes· and participants, including 

7 the Plaintiffs and their minor child at the time. 

8 DEFENDANT UNlTED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 

9 

10 

18 

19 

20 

16. Defendant USOC, at all times mentioned herein, was and is a business entity of 

form unknown, having its principal place of business in the State of Colorado and is headquartered 

in Colorado Springs, Colorado. The USOC is a federally chartered nonprofit corporation, which 

was reorganized by the Ted Stevens Amateur Sports Act, originally enacted in 1978. As advertised 

on its website, "[t]he USOC has two primary responsibilities in its oversight of Olympic and 

Paralympic sport in the United States. The first is to generate resources in support of its mission, 

which is to help American athletes achieve sustained competitive excellence. The second is to 

ensure organizational resources are wisely and effectively used to that end." Furthermore, 

Defendant " ... USOC is committed to creating a· safe and positive environment for athletes' 

physical, emotional and social development and to ensuring that it promotes an environment free 

of misconduct." 

17. In or around January of 20 1 1, the USOC designated the Karolyi Ranch the United 

2 1  States Olympic Training Site for-Women's Gymnastics. 

22 18. As requirement for National Governing Bodies, such as USAG, to remain in "good 

23 standing" with USOC, USOC policies require that USAG " .. .I) comply with the safe sport policies 

24 of the corporation and with the policies and procedures of the independent safe sport organization 

· 25 designated by the corporation to enhance safe sport practices and to investigate and resolve safe 

26 sport violations (no exceptions to this requirement shall be allowed unless granted by the CEO, or 

27 his or her designee, after allowing the [National Governing Body] or PSO to present the reasons 

28 for such exception) ... " 
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19. Moreover, the USOC promulgates the SafeSport policies that prevent " . . .  USOC 

employees, coaches, contracted staff,. volunteers, board members, committee and task force 

members, and other individuals working with athletes or other sport participants while at an OTC, 

whether or not'they are employees of the USOC" and " . . .  [ a ]thletes training and/or residing at a 

USOC Olympic Training Center" from engaging in sexually abusive misconduct, including "child 

sexual abuse" and "sexual misconduct." See USOC Safe Sport Policies, Section II( c ). SafeSport 

policy also has policies for identifying "grooming" behaviors, which it defines. as, " . . .  the most 

common strategy used by offenders to seduce their victims." 

20. During all relevant times herein, these policies ( or prior versions that were 

substantially similar thereto) were in effect at USOC, and applied.to USAG. Despite the existence 

of these policies, Defendant USOC allow NASSAR to continue to participate with minor children 

·at USAG, the National <;roverning Body for Women's Gymnastics, and failed to adequately 

enforce these policies. Due to its failure to enforce these policies, the Plaintiffs' daughter was 

sexually harassed, abused, and molested by NASSAR; an individual who was subject to these 

policies, though they were not adequately enforced. Plaintiffs are informed, and on that basis, 

believe that Defendant USAG was at all times in "good standing" with Defendant USOC, despite 

failing to adhere to, and enforce the SafeSport policies, which it violated by allowing NASSAR 

access to minor gymnasts, including the Plaintiffs' daughter. Furthermore, in failing to report 

suspected child abuse of NASSAR, the Defendant USAG also withheld this information from the 

Plaintiffs, who could have intervened to avoid the harm to their daughter, as well as themselves. 

21. Under California Penal Code § 11165.7, USAG is an organization whose 

employees, agents, and/or servants are legally "mandated reporters", considering that USAG is a 

youth recreational program and USAG's employees' duties require direct contact and supervision 

of children. 

DOE DEFENDANTS 1 THROUGH 500 

22. Defendants DOES 1 through 500, inclusive, and each of them, are sued herein 

under said fictitious names. Plaintiffs are ignorant as to the true names and capacities of DOES 1 

through 500, whether individual, corporate, associate, or otherwise, and therefore sue said 
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Defendants by such fictitious names. When their true names and capacities are ascertained, 

Plaintiffs wiff request.Jeave of Court to amend this Complaint to · state their true names and 

capacities herein. 
.. 

23. USAG, USOC, and DOES 1 through 500, inclusive, are sometimes collectively 

referred to herein as "Defendants" and/or as "All Defendants" ;  such collective reference refers to 

all specifically named Defendants as well as those fictitiously named herein. 

24. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and on that basis, allege that at all times 

8 mentioned herein, each Defendant was responsible in some manner or capacity for the occurrences 

9 herein aBeged, and that Plaintiffs' damages, as herein alleged, were proximately caused by all said 

10 Defendants. 

1 1  25. At all times mentioned here_in, each and ever)'. Defendant was an employee, agent, 

and/or servant of USAG, USOC, and DOES 1 through 500, inclusive, and/or was under their 

complete control and/or active supervision. Defendants and each of them are individuals, 

corporations, partnerships and/or other entities that engaged in, joined in, and conspired with other 

Defendants and wrongdoers in carrying out the tortuous and unlawful activities described in this 

16  · Complaint. 

1 7  26. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and on that basis, allege that at all times 

1 8  · mentioned herein, there existed a unity of interest and ownership among Defendants and each of 

1 9  them such that any individuality and separateness between Defendants, and each of them, ceased 

20 . to exist. Defendants and each of them were the successors-in-interest and/or alter egos of the other 

2 1  Defendants, and each of them, in that they purchased, controlled, dominated and operated each 

22 other without any separate identity, observation of formalities, or other manner of division. To 

23 continue maintaining the facade of a separate and individual existence between and among 

(t. 24 Defendants, and each of them, would serve to perpetrate a fraud and injustice. 
(11, 

25 27. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and on that basis, allege that at all times 

26 mentioned herein, USOC, USAG, and DOES 1 through 500 were the agents, representatives and/or 

27 employees of each and every other Defendant. In doing the things hereinafter alleged, Defendants 

28 and each of them were acting within the course and scope of said alternative personality, capacity, 
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identity, agency, representation and/or employment and were within the scope of their authority, 

whether actual or apparent. 

28. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and on that basis allege that at all times 

mentioned herein, USOC, USAG, and DOES 1 through 500 were the trustees, partners, servants, 

joint venturers, shareholders, contractors, and/or employees of each and every other Defendant, 

and the acts and omissions herein alleged were done by them, acting individually, through such 

capacity and within the scope of their authority; and with the permission and consent of each and 

every other Defendant and that said conduct was thereafter ratified by each and every other 

Defendant, and that each of them is jointly and severally liable to Plaintiffs. 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL CLAIMS BY PLAINTIFFS 

29. At all times material hereto, Plaintiffs' daughter was a minor participant and 

member of USAG, and was under their complete control, dominion, and supervision. NASSAR 

worked for, was employed by, and an agent/servant ofUSAG, USOC, and DOES 1 through 500 

when NASSAR came into contact with the Plaintiffs' daughter. 

30. At all times material hereto, NASSAR was under the direct supervision, 

management, agency. and control of Defendants USAG, USOC, and DOES 1 through 500, 

inclusive. NASSAR was the team physician of Defendant USAG. While a team physician at 

USAG, NASSAR's employment duties included coordinating the care for USAG at every national 

and international competition, providing individual care and providing for the physical needs and 

well-being of participants and members ofUSAG, and care including but not limited to osteopathic 

adjustments and kinesiology treatment to participants and members of USAG, which included 

Plaintiffs' child. Plaintiffs' child was a participant and member of USAG and it is under these 

circumstances that Plaintiffs' child came to be under the direction and control of NASSAR, who 

24 used his position of authority and trust to molest and sexually abuse Plaintiffs' child. 

25 31.  As a member and participant ofUSAG while NASSAR was a team physician, the 

26 Plaintiffs' daughter was under NASSAR's direct supervision, control and care, which created a 

27 special, confidential, and fiduciary relationship between Plaintiffs, their daughter, and NASSAR. 

28 Because of such relationship, NASSAR owed Plaintiffs a special duty of care. Additionally, as the 

- 10-
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employers and supervisors of NASSAR, with knowledge that he was in contact with and providing 

care to children, Defendants USAG, USOC and DOES 1 through 500 were· also in a special, 

confidential, and fiduciary relationship with Plaintiffs, owing them a duty of care. 

32. By ass.igning NASSAR as team physician of USAG, USAG represented to the 

community and participants and members of USAG that NASSAR was safe, trustworthy, and of 

high moral and ethical repute, such that parents of participants and members need not worry about 

having NASSAR interact with, and provide care to their minor children. Defendants did so in order 

to preserve their own public image and reputation, so they could retain past participants and 

members and recruit new participants and members, thus allowing donations and other financial 

support to continue flowing into their coffers for financial gain. 

33. Plaintiffs are informed and believes, and on that _basis, allege that Defendants knew 

or should have known that NASSAR had engaged in unlawful sexually-related conduct in the past, 

and/or was continuing to engage in such conduct. Defendants had a duty to disclose these facts to 

Plaintiffs, but negligently and/or intentionally suppressed, concealed or failed to disclose this 

information. The duty to disclose this information arose by the special, trusting, confidential, 

fiduciary relationship between Defendants and Plaintiff. 

34. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and on that basis, allege that while Plaintiffs' 

daughter was a participant and member ofUSAG, Defendants engaged in a pattern and practice of 

employing other staff, coaches, and volunteers and retaining members known to be a danger to 

participants and members in their care, including NASSAR. Defendants employed multiple other 

professionals, staff, and agents who were known to be sexually abusive and/or were continuing to 

be abusive. USAG's own website catalogues a list of over twenty (20) individuals, nationwide, 

who are "Permanently Ineligible Members" at USAG for violation of Bylaw 9.2(a)(iii). That 

24 Bylaw section, promulgated by USAG, provides for "Special Categories of Misconduct"; 

25 .;pecifically, the category of misconduct under 9.2(a)(iii) states: "Has been convicted of or has 

26 entered a plea of guilty or no contest to a criminal charge or indictment issued by an applicable 

·--... J 27 City, County; State or Federal jurisdiction, and such charge or indictment directly or indirectly 

28 involved or related to sexual misconduct, child abuse or conduct that is a violation of any law or 

- 1 1 -
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regulation that is specifically designed to protect minors." It is upon information, and therefore 

belief, that the prevalence of sexually abusive members of USAG evidences the knowledge of 

USAG of the risk that minor gymnastics participants were placed at, while participating in USA G's 

programs. Furthermore, it is upon information, and therefore belief, that this evidences a 

widespread' and systemic problem at USAG, of allowing sexual ly abusive members to participate 

in USAG's programs. 

35 Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and on that basis, allege that Defendants knew 

. or should have known that sexually abusive staff, such as NASSAR, were violating USOC and · 

USAG policies, without enforcement or abatement, and were continually allowed to be in contact 

with minor children, such as the Plaintiffs' daughter. As �arly as 1999, USOCwas placed on notice 

by former USAG president Robert Colarossi, who wrote a letter to USAG, explaining that the 

safety procedures and policies that USOC required USAG to follow, were part of a 

" .. . fundamentally flawed process . . .  " and that at USOC there was an " . . .  apparent indifference to 

the welfare of young children manifest in the Committee's actions." See Exhibit A as the, Letter 

from Robert Colarossi to USOC. 

36. Plaintiffs are informed and believe and on that basis, allege Defendants knew of, or 

should have known of, NASSAR's propensity and disposition to engage in sexual misconduct with 

minors before he sexually abused and molested Plaintiffs' daughter, and knew of the probability 

that NASSAR would molest minors with whom he came into contact, such as Plaintiffs' child. 

37. Defendants failed to implement reasonable safeguards to ayoid acts of unlawful 

21 sexual conduct by NASSAR in the future, including avoiding placement of NASSAR in a position 

22 where contact and interaction with children is an inherent function. Defendants ignored and 

23 suppressed the past sexual misconduct NASSAR had engaged in, and concealed that information 

24 from the Plaintiffs. 

25 38. Plaintiffs are informed and believe and on that basis allege, that Defendants were 
r··�' 26 apprised, knew or should have known of and/or were put on notice of NASSAR's past sexual 
CD 

·· ·�i 27 abuse of children, past claims and/or investigations, and his propensity and disposition to engage 

28 in such unlawful activity and unlawful sexual activity with minor participants and members such 
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that Defendants knew or should have known that NASSAR would commit wrongful sexual acts 

with participants and members, including Plaintiffs' child. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and 

on that basis allege that personnel and/or employment records and other records of Defendants' 

reflect numerous incidents of inappropriate sexual contact and conduct with minor participants 

and members by NASSAR and other professionals, employees, assistants, agents, supervisors and 

others, including incidents occurring both on and off the physical premises of such Defendants and 

at national and international meets. Based on these. records, Defendants knew and/or should have 

known of NASSAR' s history of sexual abuse, past claims and/or past investigations, and his 

propensity and disposition to engage in unlawful activity and unlawful sexual activity with 

participants and members such that Defendants knew or should have known that. NASSAR would 

commit wrongful sexual acts with those minor participants and members, including Plaintiff. 

39. Because of the relationship between Plaintiffs and Defendants, Defendants had an 

obligation and duty under the law not to hide material facts and information about NASSAR's 

past, and his deviant sexual behavior and propensities. Additionally, Defendants had an affirmative 

duty to inform, warn, and institute appropriate protective measures to safeguard minors who were 

reasonably likely to come in contact with NASSAR, including the Plaintiffs' minor child at the 

time. Defendants willfully refused to notify, give adequate warning and implement appropriate 

safeguards, thereby creating the peril that ultimately damaged Plaintiffs. 

40. Plaintiffs are informed and believe and on that basis allege that prior to Plaintiffs' 

20 daughter's sexual abuse by NASSAR, Defendants engaged in a pattern and practice of employing 

21 sexual abusers. Defendants concealed these facts from participants and members, their parents, the 

22 Los Angeles County community, the gymnastics community, the public at large, the United States 

23 government, various local governments, and law enforcement agencies. 

24 41 .  Furthermore, Defendant USAG violated its own policies, as well as those policies 

25 of the USOC, in allowing NASSAR to come into contact with the Plaintiff. USAG's policies, 

26 entitled "Standards of Behavior" provide that, "A void Being Alone with a Minor. Gymnastics is a 

27 sport that lends itself to one-on-one situations between a coach and a gymnast. Avoid being alone 

28 with a child or any group of children in a private setting ( e.g., locker room, bathroom, office, 

- 13-
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1 ·vehicle or residence), and avoid being alone with a c_hild or any group of children in any place that 

2 is inappropriate to the coach-athlete relationship. When a one-on-one situation is necessary, such 

3 as private coaching lessons or conversations, conduct the activity within the view of another adult." 

4· Some of the abuse perpetrated by NASSAR against the Plaintiffs' daughter, was perpetrated in-

5 solitude; outside of the view of any adults and in direct violation of USAG's and USOC's policies 

6 implemented for the safety of participants. 

42. Plaintiffs are informed and believe and on that basis allege that as part of 7 

8 

9 

1 0  

Defendants' conspiratorial and fraudulent attempt to hide NASSAR's propensity to sexually abuse 

children, and prior sexual misconduct · with children, from public scrutiny and criminal 

investigation, Defendants implemented va.rious measures designed to make NASSAR's conduct 

harder to detect and ensure minors with whom he came into contact, such as Plaintiffs' child, 

would be sexually abused, including: 

18 

1 9  

20 

2 1  

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 Ill 
···>.J 27 Ill 

28 Ill 

a. Permitting NASSAR to remain in a position of authority and trust after 
Defendants knew or should have known that he was a molester of children; 

b. Placing NASSAR in a separate and secluded environment, at USAG and USOC 
authorized camps and events, including assigning him unfettered access and 
control over minor participants and members that included individual and private 
examinations, private osteopathic adjustments without a chaperone, and allowing 
NASSAR to physically and sexually interact with the children, including 
Plaintiffs' child; 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

Failing to disclose NASSAR's prior record of misconduct, sexual abuse, 
harassment and molestation and his propensity to commit such acts towards 
participants and members in USAG's and USOC's program, the public at large, 
and law enforcement; 

Allowing NASSAR's unsupervised and un-controlled access to minors, including 
the Plaintiffs' child; 

Holding out NASSAR to Plaintiffs, other participants and members of USAG and 
USOC, and the public at large as a trustworthy and honest person of high ethical 
and moral repute who was capable and worthy of being granted unsupervised 
access to the children of USAG; 

Failing to investigate or otherwise confirm or deny such facts about NASSAR 
including prior arrests, charges, claims and investigations for sexual abuse; 

- 14-
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Failing to inform, or concealing from Plaintiffs and law enforcement officials the 
fact that Plaintiffs children and others were or may have been sexually abused, 
harassed and molested, after Defendants knew or should have known that 
NASSAR may have sexually abused Plaintiffs child or others, thereby enabling 
Plaintiffs' child to continue to be endangered and sexually abused, harassed,. 
molested, and/or creating the circumstance where Plaintiffs child and others were 
less likely to receive proper medical treatment, thus exacerbating the harm to 
Plaintiffs and their child; 

Holding out NASSAR to Plaintiffs and to the community as being in good 
standing and trustworthy; 

Cloaking NASSAR's prior sexual misconduct wlth children within the facade of 
normalcy, thereby disguising the nature of his sexual abuse and contact with 
minors; 

Failing to take· reasoriable steps and to implement reasonable safeguards to avoid 
acts of unlawful sexual conduct by NASSAR such as avoiding placement of 
NASSAR in functions or environments in which his solitary contact with children 
was inherent; 

k. Failing to put in place a system or procedure to supervise or monitor physicians, 
athletic trainers, and agents to insure they do not molest or abuse minors in 
Defendants' care. 

43. By his position within the Defendants' institutions, NASSAR attained a position of 

influence over Plaintiffs, their child, and others. Defendants' conduct created a situation of peril 

that was not, and could not be appreciated by Plaintiffs. By virtue of Defendants' conspiratorial 

and fraudulent conduct, and in keeping with their intent to fail to disclose and hide NASSAR's 

past and present conduct from the community, the public at large and law enforcement, Defendants 

allowed NASSAR to remain in a position of influence where his unsupervised or negligently 

supervised conduct with minor participants and members made the molestation and abuse of minor 

participants and members possible. 

44. By his position within the Defendants' institutions, Defendants and NASSAR 

22 _ demanded and required that Plaintiffs and their daughter respect NASSAR, in his position as team 

23 physician for USAG, authorized by USOC. 

24 45. NASSAR did sexually abuse, harass and molest the Plaintiffs' child, who was a 

25 minor child at the time of the acts at-issue, by acts including, but not limited to: placing his fingers 

26 into the Plaintiffs' daughter's vagina, under the guise of providing medical treatment. Plaintiffs 

27 are informed and believe, and on that basis allege, that such conduct by NASSAR was based upon 

28 Plaintiffs' daughter's gender, and was done for NASSAR's sexual gratification. These actions 

- 1 5-
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upon Plaintiffs' daughter were performed by NASSAR without the free consent of Plaintiffs or 

their daughter, as their daughter was a young child, and could therefore not give valid legal 

consent. 

46. During the period Plaintiffs' daughter was being sexually abused and harassed by 

5 NASSAR, Defendants had the authority and ability to prevent such abuse by removing NASSAR 

6 from his position as team physician at USAG and in his status with the USOC. They failed to do 

7 so, allowing the abuse to occur and to continue unabated. Plaintiffs are informed and believe and 

· 8 on that basis, allege that this failure was a part of Defendants' conspiratorial plan and arrangement 

9 to conceal NASSAR's wrongful acts, to avoid and inhibit detection, to block public disclosure, to 

10 avoid scandal, to avoid the disclosure of their tolerance of child sexual molestation and abuse, to 

preserve a false appearance of propriety, and to avoid investigation and action by public authority 11  

including law enforcement. Such actions were motivated by a desire to protect the reputation of 

Defendants and protect the monetary support of Defendants, while fostering an environment where 

14 · such abuse could continue to occur. 

17 

47. As a direct result of the sexual harassment and abuse that the Plaintiffs' . daughter 

suffered by NASSAR and Defendants USAG, USOC and DOES 1 through 500 failing to inform 

the Plaintiffs of the danger posed to the Plaintiffs' daughter by NASSAR, Plaintiffs have had 

18 . difficulty in meaningfully interacting with others, including those in positions of authority over 

19 Plaintiffs including physicians, athletic supervisors, and agents. Plaintiffs have been limited in 

20 their ability to meaningfully interact with others due to the trauma of childhood sexual abuse upon 

21 their daughter, and the upset of having known that they co_uld have prevented such, had Defendants 

22 conveyed the appropriate information. This inability to interact creates conflict with Plaintiffs' 

23 values of trust and confidence in others, and has caused Plaintiffs substantial emotional distress, 
{D ,:)'") 24 anxiety, nervousness and fear. ·  As a direct result of this conduct, Plaintiffs suffer immensely, 
.. ,.. 

� .... J ·  
(D 
·•.:,. 

,-•'-) 

25 including, but not limited to, encountering issues with a lack of trust, various negative 

26 psychological and emotional sequelae, depressive symptoms, anxiety, and nervousness. 

27 48. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants' tortious acts, omissions, wrongful 

28 conduct and breaches of their duties, Plaintiffs' employment .and professional development has 
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been adversely affected. Plaintiffs have lost wages and will continue to lose wages in an amount 

to be determined at trial. Plaintiffs have suffered substantial· economic injury, all to Plaintiffs' 

general, special and consequential damage in an amount to be proven at trial, but in no event less 

than the minimum jurisdictional amount of this Court. 

49. As a further direct and proximate result of Defendants' wrongful actions, as herein 

alleged, Plaintiffs has been hurt in their health, strength and activity. Plaintiffs have sustained 

permanent and continuing injury to their nerv.ous system and person, which has caused and 

continues to cause great mental, physical and nervous pain, suffering, fright, upset, grief, worry 

and shock in an amount according to proof at trial but in no event less than the jurisdictional 

minimum requirements of this Court. 

50. As is set forth herein, Defendants and each of them have failed to uphold numerous 

mandatory duties required of them by state and federal law, as well as their own internal written 

policies and procedures, including: 

/// 

• Duty to use reasonable care to protect participants and members from known or 
foreseeable dangers 

• Duty to inform the Plaintiffs of the known risks to the health and well-being of their 
daughter while in USAG and/or USOC sponsored, authorized, and supervised 
programs, events and trainings; 

• Duty to enact policies and procedures that are not in contravention·of the Federal 
Civil Rights Act, section 1 983 and the 1 4th amendment of the United States 
Constitution;. · 

• Duty to protect participants and members and staff, and provide adequate supervision; 

• Duty to ensure that any direction given to participants and members is lawful, and 
that adults act fairly, responsible and respectfully towards participants and members; 

• Duty to properly train staff so that they are aware of their individual responsibility for 
creating and maintaining a safe environment; 

• Duty to review the criminal history of applicants and current employees; 

• Duty to provide diligent supervision over minors; 

• Duty to act promptly and diligently and not ignore or minimize problems. 

• Duty to report suspected incidents of child abuse and more specifically childhood 
sexual abuse (Penal Code sections 1 1 1 66, 1 1 1 67). 

- 17-
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51 .  Defendants and each of them had and have a duty to protect participants and 

members, including Plaintiff. Defendants were required to, and failed, to provide adequate 

supervision, and failed to be properly vigilant in seeing that supervision was sufficient at USAG 

and USOC to ensure the safety of Plaintiffs' child and others. 

52. Despite having a duty to do so, Defendants failed to adequately train and supervise 

all staff to create a positive and safe environment, specificaily including training to. perceive, report 

and stop .inappropriate sexual conduct b·y other members of the staff, specifically including 

NASSAR with children. 

53. Defendants failed to enforce their own rules and regulations designed to protect the 

health and safety of the participants and members� Furth.er, they failed to adopt and implement 

safety measures, policies and procedures designed to protect minor children such as Plaintiffs' 

child from the sexually exploitive and abusive acts of their agents and employees such as 

NASSAR. 

54. In subjecting Plaintiffs to the wrongful treatment herein described, Defendants 

USAG, USOC and DOES 1 through 500 acted willfully and maliciously with the intent to harm 

Plaintiffs, and in conscious disregard of Plaintiffs' rights, so as to constitute malice . and/or 

oppression under California Civil Code section 3294. Plaintiffs are informed, and on that basis 

allege, that specifically, the Defendants acted in concert, and under their authority as child care 

providers, with reckless disregard for the concern of the minor participants in its charge, in order 

to further financially benefit their respective business' growth. The Defendants. acted intentionally 

in creating an environment that harbored molesters, put the vulnerable minor participants at-risk 

of harm, ignored clear warning signs and their duties to report sexual abusers and molesters in 

their ranks, to maintain a fa9ade of normalcy, in order to maintain its funding and provide further 

financial growth of USAG and USOC, on the international level. The safety of the minor 

participants that were entrusted to USAG and represented as being protected through USOC 

procedures, was compromised due to Defendants desire to maintain the status quo of the USAG 

and USOC organizations, and avoid any public scrutiny for its misconduct. Plaintiffs are informed, 

and on that basis alleges, that these willful, malicious, and/or oppressive acts, as alleged herein 

- 1 8-
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above, were ratified by the officers, directors, and/or managing agents of the Defendants. Plaintiffs 

are therefore entitled to recover punitive damages, in ari- amount to be determined by the court, 

against Defendants USAG, USOC and DOES 1 through 500. 

55. 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 
--INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 

(All Plaintiffs Against All Defendants) 

Plaintiffs re-allege and incorporate by reference herein each and every allegation 

contained herein above as though fully set forth and brought in this cause of action. 

56. USAG, USOC, and DOES 1 through 500's conduct toward Plaintiffs, as described 

herein, was outrageous and extreme. 

57. A reasonable person would not expect or tolerate Defendants putting NASSAR in 

positions of authority at USAG, USOC or DOES 1 through 500, which enabled NASSAR to have 

access to minor students, including the Plaintiffs' daughter, so that he could commit wrongful 

sexual acts with her, including the conduct described herein above. Plaintiffs had great trust, faith 

and confidence in in Defendants, which, by virtue of NASSAR and Defendants' wrongful conduct, 

turned to fear. 

58. Moreover, by failing to report NASSAR or honor any of their legal reporting 

::ibligations and by failing to promptly notify the Plaintiffs of the abuse of their daughter, 

18  . Defendants knew that Plaintiffs would be  directly harmed. Under the holding in Phyllis P. case, a 

1 9  .5pecial relationship and a duty to notify the Plaintiffs was stated. Such duty being independent of 

20 any duty Defendants owed to the Plaintiffs' child and is a direct duty owed to the Plaintiffs and 

21  was thereby created with Plaintiffs, whereby Plaintiffs are intended or direct victims of Defendants 

22 failures and can recover for any emotional distress proximately caused thereby. Specifically, 

23 Defendants had knowledge ofNASSAR's dangerous propensities to sexually abuse children, yet 

24 concealed and failed to disclose to the Plaintiffs this information. 

25 59. A reasonable person would not expect or tolerate Defendants to be incapable of 

26 supervising and preventing employees of Defendants, including NASSAAR, from committing 

···a.J 27 wrongful sexual acts with minor students, including Plaintiffs, or to properly supervise NASSAR 

28 to prevent such abuse from occurring, or to promptly notify parents or authorities. 
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60. Defendants' conduct described herein was intentional and malicious and done for 

the purpose of causing, or with the substantial certainty that it would cause Plaintiffs to suffer 

humiliation, mental anguish and emotional and physical distress. 

6 1. As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiffs suffered and continue to suffer 

great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional 

distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment oflife; 

have suffered and continue to suffer and were prevented and will continue to be prevented from 

performing daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; will sustain loss of earnings 

and earning capacity, and have incurred ahd will continue to incur expenses for medical and 

psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

62. In subjecting Plaintiffs to the wrongful treatment herein described, Defendants 

acted willfully and maliciously with the intent to harm Plaintiffs, and in conscious disregard of 

Plaintiffs' rights, so as to constitute malice and oppression under California Civil Code section 

3294. Plaintiffs are therefore entitled to the recovery of punitive damages, in an amount to be 

determined by the court, against Defendants, in a sum to be shown according to proof. 
SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 

UNFAIR BUSINESS PRACTICES (BUSINESS & PROFESSIONS CODE §17200) 
(All Plaintiffs Against All Defendants) 

63 .. Plaintiffs re-allege and incorporate by reference herein each and every allegation 

19 contained herein above as though fully set forth and brought in this cause of action. 

20 64. Plaintiffs are informed and believe and on that basis allege that NASSAR, USOC 

21  and USAG have engaged in unlawful, unfair and deceptive business practices including allowing 

22 NASSAR to engage in repeated harassment of participants and members, including Plaintiffs' 

23 ,;hild, and failing to take all reasonable steps to prevent harassment and abuse from occurring. The 

24 ·1nlawful, unfair and deceptive business practices also included failing to adequately investigate, 

25 vet, and evaluate individuals for employment with USAG and USOC, refusing to design, 

26 �mplement, and oversee policies regarding sexual harassment and abuse of children in a reasonable 

27 manner that is customary in similar educational environments. Plaintiffs are informed and believes 

28 and on that basis alleges that NASSAR, USOC, and USAG have engaged in unlawful, unfajr and 
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deceptive business practices including concealing sexual harassment, abuse and/or molestation 

claims by participants and members, such as Plaintiffs ' child, so as to retain other participants and 

members within USAG who were not apprised of such illicit sexual misconduct by NASSAR. 

65. Plaintiffs are informed and believe that Defendants engaged in a common scheme, 

arrangement or plan to actively conceal allegations against sexual. abusers who were employees, 

agents, members, and/or participants at USAG and USOC, including NASSAR, such that USAG 

and USOC could maintain their public image, and avoid detection of such abuse and abusers. 

Plaintiffs are informed and believes and thereon alleges that Defendants actively concealed these 

allegations, such that Defendants would be insulated from public scrutiny, governmental oversight, 

and/or investigation from various law enforcement agencies, all done in order to maintain the false 

sense of safety for participants and their families and to perpetuate the program financially. 

66. By engaging in unlawful, unfair and deceptive business practices, NASSAR, 

USOC and USAG benefitted financially to the detriment of its competitors, who had to comply 

with the law. 

67. Unless restrained, USAG and USOC will continue to engage in the unfair acts and 

business practices described above, resulting in great and irreparable harm to Plaintiffs and/or 

other similarly situated participants and members. 

68. Plaintiffs seek restitution for all amounts improperly obtained by USOC and USAG 

19 through the use of the above-mentioned unlawful business practices, as well as the disgorgement 

20 of all ill-gotten gains and restitution on behalf of Plaintiffs and all other similarly situated 

21 participants and members who were also subjected to USOC and USAG',s illegal and unfair 

22 business practices. 

23 69. Pursuant to section 17203 of the California Business and Professions Code and 

24 available equitable powers, Plaintiffs are entitled to a preliminary and permanent injunction, 

25 enjoining USOC and USAG from continuing the unlawful and unfair business practices described 

26 above. Further, Plaintiffs seek the appointment ofa court monitor to enforce its orders regarding 

27 client safety. In addition, Plaintiffs are entitl�d to recover reasonable attorneys' fees pursuant to 

28 ;;; 
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the California Business and Professions Code and section 1021.5 of the California Code of Civil 

Procedure. 

70. 

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION 

NEGLIGENT INFLCTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 
(All Plaintiffs Against All Defendants) 

The Plaintiffs re-allege and incorporate by reference herein each and every 

allegation contained herein above as though fully set forth and brought in this cause of action. 

71. Defendants' conduct toward Plaintiffs, as described herein, was outrageous and 

extreme. 

72. A reasonable person would not expect or tolerate Defendants putting NASSAR in 

a position of authority at USOC and USAG, which enabled NASSAR to have access to minor 

students, including Plaintiffs' child, so that he could commit wrongful sexual acts with them, 

including the conduct described herein above. Plaintiffs held great trust, faith and confidence in 

Defendants, which, by virtue ofDefendants' wrongful conduct, turned to fear. Moreover, by failing 

to report NASSAR or honor any of their legal reporting obligations and by failing to promptly 

notify Plaintiffs of the abuse, Defendants knew that Plaintiffs would be directly harmed and under 

the holding in Phyllis P. v. Claremont Unified School District, 183 Cal. App·. 3d at 1193, a special 

relationship was thereby created with Plaintiffs, whereby Plaintiffs are intended or direct victims 

of Defendants failures and can recover for any emotional distress proximately caused thereby. 

73. By having knowledge of, and refusing to, provide information pertaining to 

20 NASSAR's dangerousness around children, Defendants consciously usurped the parental 

21 prerogative, and caused emotional injury to the Plaintiffs. Specifically, Defendants had knowledge 

22 ofNASSAR's dangerousness, but Defendants concealed such information from the Plaintiffs. 

23 74. A reasonable person would not expect or tolerate Defendants to be incapable of 

24 mpervising and preventing employees of Defendants, including NASSAR, from committing 

25 wrongful sexual acts with minor students, including Plaintiffs' children, or to properly supervise 

26 �ASSAR to prevent such abuse from occurring or to promptly notify parents or authorities. 
-.. �J 27 ,'// 

28 ,'// 
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75. Defendants' conduct described herein was negligent and done without regard as to 

whether it would cause Plaintiffs to suffer humiliation, mental anguish and emotional and physical 

distress. 

76. As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiffs suffered and continue to suffer 

great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional 

distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; 

have suffered and continue to suffer and were prevented and will continue to be prevented from 

performing daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; will sustain loss of earnings · 

and earning capacity, and have incurred and will continue to incur expenses for medical and · 

psychological treatment, therapy: and counseling. 
FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

NEGLIGENCE 
(All Plaintiffs Against ALL Defendants) 

77. Plaintiffs re-allege and incorporate by reference herein each and every allegation 

contained herein above as though fully set forth and brought in this cause of action. 

78. Prior to and after the first incident of NASSAR's sexual harassment, molestation 

and abuse of Plaintiffs' child, through the present, Defendants, knew and/or should have known 

that NASSAR had and was capable of sexually, physically, and mentally abusing and harassing . 

Plaintiffs' child or other victims. Despite this knowledge, no one at USAG or USOC ·warned the 

Plaintiffs' of this danger posed to their daughter. 

79 . Defendants and. each of them had special duties to protect the Plaintiffs and their 

21 child and the other participants and members, when such minors were entrusted to Defendants' 

22 care by their parents. Plaintiffs' daughter's care, welfare and physical custody was entrusted to 

23 Defendants. Defendants voluntarily accepted the entrusted care of Plaintiffs' daughter. As such, 

24 Defendants owed Plaintiffs as well as their daughter, a minor child, a special duty of care that 

25 adults dealing with children owe to protect them from harm. The duty to protect and warn arose 

26 from the special, trusting, confidential, and fiduciary relationship between Defendants and 

27 Plaintiffs. Defendants stood in loco parentis with the Plaintiffs. 

28 
!II 
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80. Defendants breached their duties of care to the Plaintiffs by allowing NASSAR to 

come into contact with the. , Plaintiffs' daughter and other participants and members, without 

supervision; by failing to adequately hire, supervise and retain NASSAR whom they permitted 

and enabled to have access to Plaintiffs' daughter; by concealing from Plaintiffs, and law 

enforcement that NASSAR was sexually harassing, molesting and abusing minors; and by holding 

NASSAR out to Plaintiffs as being of high moral and ethical repute, in good standing and 

trustworthy. 

81 . · Defendants breached their duties to Plaintiffs by failing to investigate or otherwise 

confirm or deny such facts of sexual abuse by NASSAR, failing to reveal such facts to Plaintiffs, 

the community and law enforcement agencies, and by placing NASSAR into a position of trust 

and authority, holding him out to Plaintiffs and the public as being in good standing and 

trustworthy. 

82. Defendants breached their duty to Plaintiffs by failing to adequately monitor and 

supervise NASSAR around the Plaintiffs' daughter and failing to prevent NASSAR from 

committing wrongful sexual acts with minors including Plaintiffs' daughter. Defendants' 

voluminous past records of sexual misconduct by NASSAR caused Defendants to know, or gave 

them reason to know, of NASSAR's incapability to serve as a team physician, providing for the 

physical care of minor females. 

83. As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiffs have suffered and continue to 

20 suffer great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional 

21 distress including embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliations, and loss of 

22 enjoyment of life; have suffered and continue to suffer and was prevented and will continue to be 

23 prevented from performing daily activities and obtaining the full· enjoyment of life; will sustain 

24 loss of earnings and earning capacity, and has incurred and will continue to incur expenses for 

25 medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

26 Ill 

-.. �J 27 Ill 

28 Ill 
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FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY 
(All Plaintiffs Against All Defendants) 

Plaintiffs re-allege and incorporate by reference herein each and every allegation 

contained herein above as though fully set forth and brought in this cause of action. 

85. Defendants, as childcare custodians. representing that they would keep the 

Plaintiffs' child safe, were in a fiduciary relationship with Plaintiffs, owing them a special duty of 

due care. All Defendants are mandated reporters, or organizations required to comply with 

Mandated Reporting laws, with respect to claims of child abuse and child safety. 

86. Moreover, Defendants owed Plaintiffs a statutory, common law and constitutional 

duty to protect them and guarantee their safety while in their custody, care, and control: Plaintiffs 

also have a constitutionally guaranteed interest in the rearing and upbringing of their minor 

children, including but not limited to, the ability to ensure their child's safety both at home and at 

childcare institutions. 

87. The Defendants also owed a special duty to Plaintiffs. As direct victims for failure 

to notify of abuse of their minor child (See Phyllis P. v. Claremont Unified School District, 1 83 

. Cal. App. 3d at 1 193) which held that a school district had a special relationship with a parent 
1 6  

17 

1 8  

1 9  

20 

21  

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

because the parent was the "real and foreseeable" victim of the defendants' negligent conduct. 

Direct victims may bring claims where there was a negligent breach of a duty arising out of a 

preexisting relationship. Any breach committed by the Defendants violates this special relationship 

and duty owed to Plaintiffs. 

88. Defendants breached their fiduciary duty by failing to properly supervise NASSAR 

and take appropriate steps to prevent the lewd and lascivious conduct perpetrated by NASSAR 

against Plaintiffs' child. Defendants also failed to report NASSAR pursuant to USOC and USAG 

policy. Defendants USAG and USOC also failed to implement or follow appropriate policies and 

procedures to protect minors, including the Plaintiffs' child. In addition, Defendants failed to report 

NASSAR's abuse or promptly notify Plaintiffs. 

89. The employees, servants, agents, volunteers or other representatives of USOC and 

USAG, respectively, willfully and intentionally ignored behavior in NASSAR and complaints 

against NASSAR that they should have reported due to their responsibility as mandated reporters. 
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90. As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiffs suffered and continue to suffer 

great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional 

distress� embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; 

have suffered and continue to suffer and were prevented and will continue to be prevented from 

performing daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; will sustain lo"ss of earnings 

and earning capacity, and have incurred and will continue to incur expenses for medical and 

psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

91. In subjecting Plaintiffs to the wrongful treatment herein described, Defendants 

USAG and USOC acted willfully and maliciously with the intent to harm Plaintiffs� and in 

10 · conscious disregard of Plaintiffs' rights, so as to constitute malice and oppression under California 

Civil Code section 3294. Plaintiffs are therefore entitled to the recovery of punitive damages, in an 11 

12 · amount to be determined by the court, against USAG and USOC, in a sum to. be shown according 

to proof 

17 

18 

92. 

SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
CONSTRUCTIVE FRAUD 

(All Plaintiffs Against All Defendants) 

Plaintiffs re-allege and incorporate by reference herein each and every allegation 

contained herein above as though fully set forth and brought in this cause of action. 

93. 
. . 

By holding NASSAR out as an agent of Defendants, and by allowing him to 

19 undertake the physical care and athletic training of minor children such as Plaintiffs' child, 

20 Defendants entered into a confidential, fiduciary, and special relationship with Plaintiff. 

21 94. By holding themselves out as the national program for woman's gymnastics, 

22 undertaking to select and train national gymnastics teams, and facilitating competition both 

23 nationally and internationally of Plaintiffs daughter and other minor team participants and 

24 members, Defendants entered into a confidential, fiduciary and special relationship with Plaintiffs 

25 and their minor daughter (at the time). 

26 95. Defendants breached their confidential, fiduciary duty and special duties to 

27 Plaintiffs by the wrongful and negligent conduct described above and incorporated into this cause 

28 of action, and in so doing, gained an advantage over Plaintiffs in matters relating to Plaintiffs' 
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child's safety, security and health. In particular, in breaching such duties as alleged, Defendants 

were able to sustain their status-as an institution of high moral repute, and preserve their reputation, 

all at the expense of Plaintiffs further injury and in violation of Defendants' mandatory duties. 

96. By virtue of their confidential, fiduciary and special relationship with Plaintiff, 

Defendants owed Plaintiffs a duty to: 

a. . Investigate or otherwise confirm or deny such claims of sexual abuse; 

b. Reveal such facts to Plaintiffs, the gymnastics community, the community at 
large, and law enforcement agencies; 

c. · Refuse to place NASSAR and other molesters in positions of trust and authority 
within Defendants' institutions; 

d. Refuse to hold out NASSAR and other molesters to the public, the community, . 
minors, parents and law enforcement agencies as being in good standing and, 
trustworthy in keeping with him and his position as a team physician and 
authority figure; 

e. Refuse to assign NASSAR and other molesters to positions of power within 
USAG, USOC and over minors; and 

f. Disclose to Plaintiffs, the public, the school community, minors, and law 
enforcement agencies- the wrongful, tortious, and sexually exploitive acts that 
NASSAR had engaged in with children. 

97. Defendants' breach of their respective duties included: 

a. Not making reasonable investigations of NASSAR; 

b. Issuing no warnings about NASSAR; 

c. Permitting NASSAR to routinely be alone with and in control of minors, 
unsupervised; 

d. Not adopting a policy to prevent NASSAR from routinely having minors and 
participants and members in his unsupervised control; 

e. Making no reports of any allegations of NASSAR' s abuse of participants and 
members, or of minors prior to or during his employment and/or agency at USAG 
and USOC; and 

f. 

98. 

Assigning and continuing to assign NASSAR to duties which placed him in 
positions of authority and trust over minors, positions in which NASSAR could 
easily isolate and sexually abuse minors. 
At the time that Defendants engaged in such suppression and concealment of acts, 

27 such acts were done for the purpose of causing Plaintiffs to forbear on Plaintiffs' rights. 

28 /// 
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99. Defendants' misconduct did reasonably cause Plaintiffs to forbear on Plaintiffs' 

100. The misrepresentations, suppressions and concealment of facts by Defendants were 

intended to and were likely to mislead Plaintiffs and others to believe that Defendants had no 

knowledge of any charges, claims or investigations against NASSAR, or that there were no other 

charges, claims or investigations of unlawful or sexual misconduct against NASSAR or others and 

that there was no need for them to take further action or precau�ion. 

1 0 1 .  The misrepresentations, suppressions and concealment of facts by Defendants was 

likely to mislead Plaintiffs and others to believe that Defendants had no knowledge of the fact that 

NASSAR was a molester, and was known to commit wrongful sexual acts with minors; including 

Plaintiffs' child. 

102. Defendants knew or should have known at the time they suppressed and concealed 

the true facts regarding others' sexual molestations, that the resulting impressions were misleading. 

103. Defendants suppressed and concealed the true facts regarding NASSAR with the 

purpose of: preventing Plaintiffs, and others, from learning that NASSAR and others had been and 

were continuing to sexually harass, molest and abuse minors and others under NASSAR's and 

Defendants' control, direction, and guidance, with complete impunity; inducing people, including 

Plaintiffs' daughter and other benefactors and donors to participate and financially support 

Defendants' program and other enterprises of Defendants; preventing further reports and outside 

investigations into NASSAR and Defendants' conduct; preventing discovery of Defendants' own 

conduct; avoiding damage to the reputations of Defendants; protecting Defendants' power and 

status in the community and the gymnastics community; avoiding damage to the reputation of 

Defendants, or Defendants' institutions; and avoiding the civil and criminal liability of Defendants, 

of NASSAR, and of others. 

104. At all times mentioned herein, Defendants, and in particular USOC and USAG, 

with knowledge of the tortious nature of their own and NASSAR's conduct, knowingly conspired 

and gave each other substantial assistance to perpetrate the misrepresentations, fraud and deceit 

alleged herein-covering up the past allegations of sexual misconduct lodged against NASSAR, 
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and allowing NASSAR to remain in his position as a team physician so they could maintain their 

reputations and continue with their positions within the organization. 

1 05. Plaintiffs and others were misled by Defendants' suppressions and concealment of 

facts, and in reliance thereon, were induced to act or induced not to act, exactly as intended by 

Defendants. Specifically, Plaintiffs were induced to believe that there were no allegations of 

criminal or sexual abuse against NASSAR and that he was safe to be around children. Had 

Plaintiffs known the true facts about. NASSAR, they would have not participated further in 

activities ofNASSAR, or continued to financially_support Defendants' activities. They would have 

reported the matters to the proper authorities, to other minor participants and members and their 

parents so as to prevent future recurrences; they would not have allowed children, including 

Plaintiffs' daughter, to be alone with, or have any relationship with NASSAR; they would not have 

allowed children, including Plaintiffs' daughter; to attend or be under the control of Defendants; 

they would have undertaken their own investigations which would have led to discovery of the 

true 'facts; and they would have sought psychological counseling for Plaintiffs' daughter and 

themselves, and for other children molested and abused by NASSAR. 

106. By giving NASSAR' the position of team physician, Defendants impliedly 

represented that NASSAR was safe and morally fit to give childr"en care and provide osteopathic 

adjustments. 

107. When Defendants made these affirmative or implied representations and· non-

20 disclosures of material facts, Defendants knew or should have known that the facts were otherwise. 

21  Defendants knowingly and intentionally suppressed the material facts that NASSAR had on 

22 numerous, prior occasions sexually, physically, and mentally abused minors and participants and 

23 :nembers of Defendants, including Plaintiffs' daughter, and knew of or learned of conduct, or 

24 should have known of conduct by NASSAR which placed Defendants on notice that NASSAR 

25 had previously been suspected of felonies, including unlawful sexual conduct with minors, and 

26 was likely abusing children. 

27 108.  Because of Plaintiffs' position on the outside of these organizations, and because 

28 of the status of NASSAR as a trusted, authority figure to Plaintiffs and their daughters, Plaintiffs 
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were vulnerable to NASSAR and the representations of USOC and USAG, both express and 

implied. NASSAR sought Plaintiffs' daughter out, and was empowered by and accepted Plaintiffs' 

and their daughter's vulnerability. Plaintiffs' vulnerability also prevented Plaintiffs from 

effectively protecting their daughter from the sexual advances of NASSAR. 

109. Defendants had the duty to obtain and disclose information relating to sexual 

6 . misconduct of NASSAR. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

18 

19 

110. Defendants misrepresented, concealed or failed to disclose information relating to 

sexual misconduct of NASSAR. 

111. Defendants knew that they had 1)1.isrepresen_ted, concealed or failed to· disclose 

information related to sexual misconduct of NASSAR. 

112. Plaintiffs justifiably relied upon Defendants for information relating to sexual 

misconduct of NASSAR. 

113. USOC, USAG arid DOES 1 through 500� in concert with each other and with the 

intent to conceal and defraud, conspired and came to a meeting of the minds whereby they would 

misrepresent, conceal or fail to disclose information relating to the sexual misconduct ofNASSAR, 

the inability of Defendants to supervise or stop NASSAR from sexually harassing, molesting and 

abusing Plaintiffs' child, and their own failure to properly investigate, supervise and monitor his 

conduct with minor participants and members. 

114. By so concealing, Defendants committed at least one act in furtherance of the 

20 conspiracy. 

21 115. As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiffs have suffered and continue to 

22 suffer great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations ofemotional 

23 distress including embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliations, and loss of 

24 enjoyment of life; have suffered and continue to suffer and was prevented and will continue to be 

25 prevented from performing daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; will sustain 

r··'-' 26 loss of earnings and earning capacity, and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses for 
CD 

, .. a.J 27 medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

28 /// 
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116. In addition, when Plaintiffs finally discovered the fraud of Defendants, and 

2 continuing thereafter, Plaintiffs experienced recurrences of the above-described injuries. Plaintiffs 

3 experienced extreme and severe mental anguish and emotional distress that Plaintiffs had been the 

4 victim of Defendants' fraud; that Plaintiffs had not been able to help other minors being molested 

5 because of the fraud, and that Plaintiffs had not been able, because of the fraud, to receive timely 

6 medical treatment needed to deal with the problems Plaintiffs have suffered and continue to suffer 

7 as a result of the sexual harassment, molestation and abuse of their daughter. 

8 

9 

10 

18 

1 9  

117. In subjecting Plaintiffs to the wrongful treatment herein · described, Defendants 

USAG, USOC, and DOES 1 through 500 acted willfully and maliciously with the intent to harm 

Plaintiffs, and in conscious disregard of Plaintiffs' rights; so as to constitute malice and/or 

oppression under California Civil Code section 3294. Plaintiffs are informed, and on that basis, 

allege that these willful, malicious, and/or oppressive acts, as alleged herein above, were ratified 

by the officers, directors, and/or managing agents of the Defendants. Plaintiffs are therefore 

entitled to recover punitive damages, in an amount to be determined by the court, against 

Defendants USOC, USAG, and DOES 1 through 500. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for a jury trial and for judgment against Defendants as 

follows: 

FOR ALL CAUSES OF ACTION 

1. . For past, present and.future non-economic damages in an amount to be 

20 determined at trial; 

21 2. For past, present and future special damages, including but not limited to past, 

22 present and future lost earnings, economic damages and others, in an amount to be determined at 

23 trial; 

24 

25 

26 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Any appropriate statutory damages; 

For costs of suit; 

Punitive damages, according to proof, though not as to the Negligence Causes of 

27 Action (Cause of Action 3 and 4); 

28 ;;; 
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6. For interest based on damages, as well as pre-judgment and post-judgment 

interest as allowed by law; 

7. For attorney's fees pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure sections 

102 1 .5, et seq., or as otherwise allowable by law; 

8. For declaratory and injunctive relief, including but not limited to court 

supervision of USAG and/or USOC; and 

9. For such other arid further relief as the Court may deem proper. 

Dated: June 30, 201 7  

By: 

-32-

MANLY, STEWART & FINALDI 

we� 
HN C. MANL Y,Esq . .  

:Attorneys for Plaintiffs JANE PCNE DOE 
and JOHN PCNM DOE 
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DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

Plaintiffs JANE PCNE DOE and JOHN PCNM DOE hereby demands a trial by jury. 

Dated: June 30, 2017 

By: 

- 1-

MANLY, STEW ART & FINALDI . 

HN C. MANLY,. Esq. 
:Attorneys for Plaintiffs ANE PCNE DOE 
and JOHN PCNM DOE 

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 
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GYMNASTICS 

w,;,W.tii;ai:ii/'. �y'bJ; �i�enr 
w .. Dick:Schul�:Extcutive· b,rector wi •siai1aikhl;*:·°bep_i.ity:t2-iPiAv.�:bitcctor 

;�i:t:1�gr;!�ic,.¢p®.!ri�¢� 
'.tlne .ot_ympic�laza. . ' . . . �. 
:Colora.rlo;:,S�riii�s. ,<::;O 8()90? 

'b'ear S:Ii1/Diqkatid'.S.¢otr.' 

• 

·, 
.', 

J •. arcl ·reiucun�, gjyc;1r:ine;_e�iilirif.di11:ify �eri)?f! ds'�.¥.in.g 'pJic� OJJ:·ei,if!:f of )au: 
.ti)�¢" q�y.�;J9, b_rj'ng.�,�uer �irecd)"co youraaention.., .O'rifoitlin"atel}! • .I nat¢.·¢bticJud� th:at. 

��55£t�ii;:;:.:.:��e'�!ti!, 
., _ ,  

�=�:.rs:�aw:r�a=��?�,m 
COillJii�riication·is;in our,c'i'iew, th¢:.irie'\i.irableres�t'.Qf;;iJµndam�pt�Y f]4we4 ptqcess, ter.. 

!t�:�i?t;�t:;ttl:t:!;;JoJ��=t
1�=\� �::,1�::1����t::::�jh¢· 

:impo�antj.y, are  !:letplf c.()i:l.¢eJ:!l�d:bttii._e•tjppa,:-en�:m<P.fference to the. welfare o(young! 
.child.'r:eiJ.,foaiiifost,in-ie,,¢.oi'J.lilii��f� ar;;ti6�� - ·· 

;:t��i�!t�ilat!!;!���t to pro�ec(yoµpg athlete� fronj:�oi:nl!!g: �'i;�o_nFa�� w:i.th {n\iJ�dtla\s·who are,unfif to,ha::,.!&the' . 
·· 11onor·ofbeing called. ''coach''.; . Wnil(i;itlici: (#ga�tions ti1'-ve:�.b�P: �o.J�p,:e. i:he,problem 

r;:�:.::::i;;:�1�i;���;t'�.t.�:i;
c
ir�:i1:4.�i��·�:,:�em.�er; 

P.L'P.C.���� ��ch co1:nplajnt in an .. efforttli· piotect'.th¢ �hildr¢n wl:io put th.eirJ�th .in;�; !Q . :��¢: W¢. ��,.,� d#.Yi).Ce�·h�dfeds ohhousan4s,of.iiollars,;ti:l:tms �ffori, 
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�;:=itSJi�JJ�t::JJ:E�:-$ 
procedures iha(a.llowettfic presidentof USA Gy.mnasiics to=sus�end= i�!!(ii!>(ely (i,e.nci4ig; 
a: J)t'Omptresohitfon.ofthe.t.mderlying allegatii:m) 'm11.'1.11�Yfrhl?J �hatg�ti. w{J� a. feJt?,�Y.. 

i1i!iiiili!�i¥iif�;;: 
Aft�{*.J�Ti�j¢;�sc�sipJ1$.'.sJ.ri�:�6it<;�poi:i4�rt.o;-vi{th t.¢prc;sc:n tati :V.�S. ofthe 

Cqi;Qraj� Q.fme(iµi.,g\$@dy:Kn�pp..,
.th� m�f was·r�fen#Jt(j.Jaclt:Swarbrick.and;Scott; 

FQIJowing his qisi::�i9.!l�··With ,Scott. Ja¢kr¢c'otrirri�tiiie�J.:;tq us 'th�t .USA<::tagr:ee to·.for,ego 
p�i' ib.iHty !9'�¢ri� tnc!ivi.4�ls w�o.hadJieei:i. charged with,a_qime, but.retain our, abllliy· 
to deny the:pri':v.ilegc·of me·moership where/thejuo.idal pmcess: nad;;resultec(i� a'.felony: 

Wiiii�i��iifi�il�fifE 
1ttf!nit�ly:,r�ot�: qµa,lifi.¢c;l to:i:v'4l�ate;thi;.$.iD.1;itic:itiJhari aj1y irieinbe{of.¢e Mempership,:i.nd 
;Ci'¢q¢tiJlil{Cornmine� •. tha(Commirtee r:¢Jecred this approach. What,:is particularly. 
stiinni'itg'.;ab.cii.ii'.ttie;Q,iii,n\itie¢' � i;l.�¢i$iorz 1$' i:li� nature.' of'il's reJectfon. We·dici nOC:'recetvc:a· 
;n:i'eaifot¢d. response ai'rried, for..eitarnple;;ai .trying:ty dist1I1gutsh ca.,:;e:1 fo:volvfog acfclony 
c6ttvictio11<where the.nexus between the,convicuon-and:porendal ri'sk to cfiHdren'Wa's 
�n.®!;IS·, hJlt r;i�her. .we� told merely· that �a: hearing;,musi:'be provided.for ln. ru1. §itµ:i.cipris· 
11nd� ,.USaG could:=not- ex..ceprm::im the hearing:ptocessfand i:m'p,ose· an_ 1n:im��J�tf - . . -
suspensJon .on, those indiv1d�. who·,h��· �e� subjcc��4 ,tp � priqr 1;10"/0�A�;J4d}�fai . gr 
·��tnistt�clve heatj:qgi\ (emph�i$,agd¢.d)\ 

In'hinclii iit..'hu ose w.e,shouiii'.nor have. been su 'iised i; /the osition; 

,:eJJl��::;ti,t=i:tfi)�tJ;tt:}!:��:.tdt::!j!!dilic 
pit;,J:?lcm by coj'\djic'til)g,;li�i'.e:_bcine� ieleP-honic heanngs .. immediaie!y QpOn receipt of.a; 
complaint. This eir\ltatibri i:lf forin over substance fa all too typica.l of the. predisposition cit' 
.thi� Qomn:iittee;. �ifoifc imp.oriiuitJy; fr�so ignores the vcifous,r�asoos why· such � A�Ptoilc.lt 
, is· umenable:and. poses sign'Hicantrisk t0 o� -organization. As the'USOe 1c:arrte<fm,1Q94, 
tti:! intea;edion 'tietWeen t1te q;Jllina1JusJi�e, syst�m; and th�;.fi;m.�t!;�r:,Sports Acit sari·��·�. 
¢Specially lieacherol.is .iocation, 

:i!i�lli\��i(i:it�[Jjii 
:furth�r:ori.th1s matti:t with retireseiiratives or. tfo:·Meinbershio and Credentials•Coinmirtee�: ·- . . · . .. .. : . . . . . . .. � .  . . . . . .  :":" . . ... .,.. .. . . . . . . . . .  . . .. . . .  � ... .  ;·�: - · . . . . - . . . 
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,Iri:ii.nticjpati_oti cif'futui¢ �is!'=�io11s., {erus.;J,dbsqJµtely ciear,about our • 
posirjom USA G'ymriasti�s has:no �l\lct�cjp prov_ide. heµriiig�{l?·.�Y.;i.chi�te or, 
ptpr�ionai meipber in: circun;tstlUlcts:whe.re he,atj$.a,i:¢i��pr¢tw�t¢; . rn (lJct;, w� paji�vi;: 
.our gpey�ce� a_n:d member discipline proceau� are iricirfHefint.!ci, and:the .. n�b�.6f: 
heai:it!g�:\veMv.1?1pndu�re�:� the gas, .cen years .is grc:liier,;thaJ) mos�-ofatmQst ;i,riy o(tict 
t:1aiiQp;tl gc:>V.�!1ifog:��4y; Alj/w�:,fantcb'.·hi:icertain•.Ot ;hereJs, thac.·l). w� doJlCJ.(ha.ve.- a: 
�r.ii$t;;n¢lw._h¢tt� P.anel of th:ree,voiµ:n�een; i� asked·to reconsider.and indepenl;\,ently 

:;;�::::����i::ir:::�·:t2��1;:.�t�%�:�
c

:�:�::�1:�ir�;7n��e-
.timing ¢If i.hea1fng-(r¢giit.dle.ss of th� !�gii}.i'I!*� fll,Ctots v,,hM'i TIJ!!.Y �9n)libµre�toithat delay}, 

:zr;i::��;1�t�;��;.;���l?�:t�ri.t1Jt��!;I;i�t;��zi.�h:;�r;:;�
0
::1 

pro rec tin� yountra.t1l le1¢'?.fri.lm .al:i115�, . . .. . . 

. . ·Whiie the circumstances of/this patjicuJafi�sµ¢ My¢' �ndeIJ{a�ifi�(r.m:ii�4:thp 
· p��1���- qf.ifiqs� ofus i;esponsioie forieading(USA.Gimriastics� .th�¢ $.1\app.Y 
·�n::c;u�t�-�� �-llif tp� ind.J�affv� gf,91,1r. experiences �th.this,"Committee tii.�eiit ycli'rs;. 
lii brje'.(, lb�lie,'{¢ithat . ihis,.CQmuiir¢'�h:is}llildamen[ailY,lOSt'it!.,way· �cf ouglfrfo be ' 

§.;E!K�!!l�a�ra!. 

Proi:,eriy conducted,. we. beJie;ve.'.rhe Memo:i�tship •;u:,,d Ci:*cltpµai�. Q9�nµw�e: 

�i!�i*!�1!S1S:�::.;fi��l:: 
:\il@.stry; :t.J�fo.rt�AA�ly; Al�Y. do not view that as thefr mission; So w� come. tcFche . .  

:;::1;��:J5c�;;r\::��t:p��:%:!:.!4�:=e�:�i:�;::��t:;aJ 
irus.i:ond�c.t �Li,t-,filii-'.e. �c:��a�i¢ ge.ax{ng·:ptci,c;e�m:es.:fu p)at:e 1 a?ci :siecreenhese iovemini 
bodies co be irLGcim,gU:in¢e, Yet tli�t1�!icmaj go,v.i;rilitig.,bqdy wli� _Mi.-taken tlie'leadfo this, 
•counr.ry,·in.moving tPiprpt�i:t;irs atJ:iJ¢t�(�g4�fphysi<:.i.J, ��tfiµl Md. eillt>tionai abus� •. and 
Wl}q_ �as provided its procedwes fordoiiig sd: in 'greilI derail, is fpµildJo be Oll,t.ofcqttlpll:!Ulc::e 
·=�ec�use· we tefuse'-tO condt1cta hearing,fo deter:mme wlieth�r :in ;i'rtdi-viauiil whq �as be!mc 

�oriyictc.g ¢;.c:iihd.rnol�statioi'l ought to:b.e allowed to. be aprofi:ssitinal mMib¢t-ofpur. 
· associ���n;, Jhar·is.a pn.,cess and atesult that no'longer.desei;;;>esthe supp� of�e Olympic 
f�llliJY � 

. . - . 

,f.\gain; iny apofogies for. having toadd'to-y_our: already ctov.1\ieci ag�;'\).llt; 
;;isJ IJ9..pc y¢u Cati I1QVI .app�:i,re •. thi's is · a maiter about v.ihfo h .we fee) p�si.on�tel:hl(is ;i 
maueritiia;cg¢� to thi; c·o� qfth!!r�l.1:tio�shi,p between the national gpvemin�b,ody aria. its 

j .. 
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'.achlet¢4; �\'ld.,so. ls. a iilat!et th.aroughuo �� ofcentr.il imporiaru:c: fo the USO.C� MUSA 
'0ymri#,stj¢s; ���xi�i:; �<m�g::�t�; �s:1Snop� 1SS1l� tii.arcan be·wished away., Toe 
USd.C can either pO$iciori {ts.�f�s ileadet. ji'(tlie protectfoii pfyoung::act.tle� or;ft can wait 
uncil:ifis forced. io .. deal -with the.problen:(Ui:id� Illllgi ni.Qt¢: q1fficl'llf circUillst��es� it� my 
.sfoc:c:.e:hope tbai,ihe:'USOC.willsciie 'the oppoftim.icy. preserifelby·tljis ·clispµt¢ :cq fc,lliJw'thc: 
f9rp:1�rC(?.U�� ofactfoo, 

. . " . 

CC: -Siindy l<n�pp,, 
Jack Swarb1icl< · Mfohcllc: D.usserre�Farrell 
'o;u:yJohansen 
���vi j9�:;1 · · · 

- --·-·--.. ---·---· ------·-· · 
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CM-010 

ATIORNEY OR PARTY \/VITHOUT ATTORNEY (Name, Slate Bar number, and add,ess): FOR COURT USE ONLY 
..... John C. Manly, Esq. SBN 149080 

MANLY, STEW ART & FIN ALDI 
19 100 Yon Karman Ave., Suite 800 
Irvine, CA 92612  

FAX NO.: 949�252-9991 FILED TELEPHONE NO.: 949-252-9990 
ATTORNEY FOR (NameJ: JANE PCNE DOE and JOHN PCNM DOE Su�!!;°&"t2::� 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
STREET ADDRESS: 1 1 1  N. Hill St. . JJN :1 u ion MAILING ADDRESS: 

c1TY ANoz1P coDE: Los Ante\ CA .90012 . . . .. ·
11:xec*,tJf!\.} r•( .,.er ,  

BRANCH NAME: Stanley os Courthouse . ·• I{ ' I •);.. ,, OJ 

CASE NAME: {/' .L�.;:>.:- ,, .. �tU() 

JANE PCNE DOE, et al. v. USA GYMNASTICS, et al. \: -'"' , - � ·  ll.11,lhU..;·i 

CIVIL CASE COVER SHEET 
CASE'NUec 

6 
I 

Complex Case Designation 

6 7 O 5 f [l] Unlimited D Limited D Counter D Jolnder (Amount (Amount 
demanded demanded is Filed with first.appearance by defendant JUDGE: 

exceeds $25,000) $25,000 or less) (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 3;402) DEPT: 
Items 1-6 below must be completed (see instructions on page 2). 

-

1 .  Check one box below for the case type that best describes this case: 
Auto Tort 
D Auto (22) 
D Uninsured motorist (46) 
Other Pl/PD/WO (Personal Injury/Property 
Damage/Wrongful Death) Tort 
D Asbestos (04) 
D Product liability (24) 
D Medical malpractice (45) 
@ Other Pl/PD/WO (23) 
Non-Pl/PD/WO (Other) Tort 
D Business tort/unfair business practice (07) 
D Civil rights (08) 
D Defamation (13) 
D Fraud (16) 
D
D 

Intellectual property (19) .• 
Professional negligence (25) 

D Other non-Pl/PD/WO tort (35) 
Employment 
D Wrongful termination (36) 
D Other employment (15) 

Contract 
D Breach of contract/warranty (06) 
D Rule 3.740 collections (09) 
D Other collections (09) 
D Insurance coverage (18) 
D Other contract (37) 
Real Property 
D Eminent domain/Inverse 

condemnation (14) 
D Wrongful eviction (33) 
D Other real property (26) 
Unlawful Detainer 
D Commercial (31) ·  
D Residential. (32) 
D Drugs (38) 

Provisionally Complex Clvll Litigation 
(Cal. Rules of Court, rules 3.4011-3.403) 

D AnUtrusVTrade regulation (03) 
D Construction defect (10) 
D Mass tort (40) 
D Securities litigation (28) 
D Environmental/Toxic tort (30) 
D Insurance coverage claims arising from the 

above listed provisionally complex case 
types (41) 

Enforcement of Judgment 
D Enforcement of Judgment (20) 
Miscellaneous Clvll Complaint 
D RIC0 (27) 
D ·other conip1a1nt rnot specified above) (42) 

Judicial Review Miscellaneous Clvll Petition 
D Asset forfeiture (05) D Partnership and corporate governance (21) D Petition re: arbitration award (1 1) D Other p�tition (not specified above) (43) 
D Writ of mandate (02) 
D Other judicial review (39) 

2. This case LJ is LLJ is not complex under rule 3.400 of the California Rules of Court. If the case is complex, mar1< the 
factors requiring exceptional judicial management: 
a. D Large number of separately represented parties . d. D Large number of witnesses 

, 

b. D Extensive motion practice r�ising difficult or novel 
issues that will be time-consuming to resolve 

e. D Coordination with related actions pending in orie or more courts 
in other counties, states, or countries, or in a federal court 

c. D Substantial amount of documentary evidence . f. D Substantial postjudgment judicial supervision 

3. Remedies sought (check all that apply): a.CZ] monetary b. [ZJ nonmonetary; declaratory or injunctive relief 
4. Number of causes of action (specify): 6 
5. This case D is W is not a class action suit. 
6. · If there are any known related cases, file and serve a notice of related case. (You may use form CM-015.) 
::gate: June 30, 2017 
JOHN C. MANLY 

· (TYPE OR PRINT NAME) 

.. ,. NOTICE 

c. [LI punitive 

.. ,.;. Plaintiff must file this cover sheet with the first paper filed in the action or proceeding (except small claims cases or cases filed 
::P under the Probate Code, Family Code, or Welfare and Institutions Code). (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 3.220.) Failure to file may result 
·"" in sanctions. · 
··�i. File this cover sheet in addition to any cover sheet required by local court rule. 

• If this case is complex under rule 3.400 et seq. of the California Rules of Court, you must serve a copy of this cover sheet on all 

other parties to the action or proceeding. 
• Unless this is a collections case under. rule 3.740 or a complex case, this cover sheet will be used for statistical purposes onlv. 

Jfa e 1 of 2 
Fonn Adopted ror Mandatory Use 

· Judicial Counci of CaUromia 
CM-010 [Rev. July 1. 2007) 

CIVIL CASE COVER SHEET Cal. Rules of Court, rules 2.30, 3.220, 3.400-J.403, 3.740: 
Cal. Standards of Judicial AdmlnlstreUon, std. 3.10 

www.courtinlo.ca.gov 

I 

l 

BY FA}{ .  

Case 2:18-cv-03464   Document 1-1   Filed 04/25/18   Page 39 of 43   Page ID #:44Case 19-50012    Doc 134-2    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 67 of 133



Original BY FAX 
SHORT TITLE: CASE NUMBER 

JANE. PCNE DOE, et al. v. USA GYMNASTICS, et al. 

CIVIL CASE COVER SHEET ADDENDUM AND 
STATEMENT OF LOCATION 

(CERTIFICATE OF GROUNDS FOR ASSIGNMENT TO COURTHOUSE LOCATION) 

This form is required pursuant to Local Rule 2.3 in all new civil case filings in the Los Angeles Superior Court. 

Item I. Check the t9pes of hearing and fill in the estimated length of hearing expected for this case: 

'";.l 

JURY TRIAL?�S CLASS ACTION? YES LIMITED CASE? YES . TIME ESTIMATED FOR TRIAL_2_0 ___ __,H
..:.;
O=U=R=S_/./_D

;.;..
A

.;.:.
Y�S 

Item I I .  Indicate the correct.district and courthouse location (4 steps - If you checked "limited Case", skip to Item I l l ,  Pg. 4): 

Step 1 :  Af.er first completing the Civil Case Cover Sheet form, find the main Civil Case Cover Sheet heading for your 
case in the left margin below, and, to the right in Column A the Civil Case Cover Sheet case type you selected . 

. Step 2: Check � Superior Court type of action in Column 8 below which best describes the nature of this case.· 

Step 3: In Column C, circle the reason for the court location choice that applies to the type.of action you have 
checked. For any exception to the court location, see Local Rule 2.3. 

Applicable Reasons for Choosing Courthouse Location (see Column C below) 

1 .  Class actlcns must be filed in the Stanley Mosk Courthouse, central district. 
2. May be filed In central (other county, or no bodily injury/property damage). 

. 6. Location .of property or permanently garaged vehicle. 
7. Location where petitioner resides. 

3. Location mere cause of action arose. 
4. · Location mere bodily injury, death or damage occurred. 
5. Location w,ere performance required or defendant resides. 

8. Location wherein defendant/respondentfunctlons wholly. 
9. Location where one or more of the parties reside. 

10. Location of Labor. Commissioner Office 
11. Mandatory Filing Location (Hub Case) 

Step 4: Fi 'I in the information requested on page 4 in Item Ill ; complete Item IV. Sign the declaration. 

.s t:: :I 0 
c( I-

Auto (22) 

Lninsured Motorist (46) 

Asbestos (04) 

Product Liability (24) 

fi.Aedlcal Malpractice (45) 

Other Personal' 
Injury Property 

Damage Wrongful 
. Death (23) 

D A7100 Motor Vehicle - Personal Injury/Property Damage/Wrongful Death 1 . ,  2. ,  4 . 

D A71 1 0  Personal Injury/Property Damage/Wrongful Death - Uninsured Motorist 1 . ,  2., 4. 

D A6070 Asbestos Property Damage 

D A7221 Asbestos - Personal Injury/Wrongful Death 

D A7260 Product.Llablllty (not asbestos or toxic/environmental) 

D. A721 O Medical Malpractice - Physicians & Surgeons 

D A7240 Other Professional Health Care Malpractice 

D· A7250 Premises Liability (e.g., slip and fall) 

D A7230 Intentional Bodily Injury/Property Damage/Wrongful Death (e.g., 
assault, vandalism, etc.) 

D A7270 Intentional Infliction cit Emotional Distress 

!;ii A7220 Other Personal Injury/Property DamageNVrongfulDeath 

2 .  

2 . . 

1 . , 2 . ,  3. ,  4., 8. 

1 . ,  4. 

1 . , 4. 

1 . ,  4. 
1 ., 4. 

1 ., 3 . 

1 . ,  4. 

LACIV 109 (Rev 3/15) 
LASC Approved 03-04 

C.IVIL CASE COVER SHEET ADDENDUM 
AND STATEMENT OF LOCATION 

Local Rule 2.3 
Page 1 of 4 

, ;  
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SHORT TITLE: 

JANE PCNE DOE, et al. v. USA GYMNASTICS, et al. 

3usiness Tort (07) D A6029 Other Commercial/Business Tort (not fraud/breach of contract) 1 . ,  3. 

� t:  Civil Rights (08) D A6005 Civil Rights/Discrimination 1 ., 2., 3. cu 0 
C. .... 0 .c 
ct 1i Defamation (13) D A6010 Defamation (slander/llbeQ 1 ., 2., 3. 
� �  
:, :, 
'c' c, Fraud (16) D A6013 Fraud (no contract) 1 .; 2., 3. - C 
ni e g 3: D A6017 Legal Malpractice 1 . , 2., 3. I!! q} 
cu en Professional Negligence (25) 

Other Professional Malpractice (not medical or legal) 1 . ,  2. , 3. o.. m D A6050 c E 
o m 
z c 

Other (35) D A6025 Other Non-Personal Injury/Property Damage tort 2.,3. 

- Wrongful Termination (36) D A6037 Wrongful Tenn_ination 1 ., 2., 3. 
cu 
E 

D A6024 Other Employment Complaint Case 1. ,  2., 3. 0 
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CAUSE NO. __________

BMK TRAINING FACILITIES, LTD.; § IN THE __TH JUDICIAL
BMK PARTNERS, LTD.; KAROLYI §
TRAINING CAMPS, LLC; §
BELA KAROLYI; and §
MARTHA KAROLYI. §

§
Plaintiffs, §

§
vs. § DISTRICT COURT OF

§
UNITED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE §
and USA GYMNASTICS, INC. §

§
Defendants. § WALKER COUNTY, TEXAS

PLAINTIFFS’ ORIGINAL PETITION 
FOR DECLARATORY JUDGMENT AND DAMAGES

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Plaintiffs BMK Training Facilities, LTD., BMK Partners, LTD., Karolyi Training

Camps, LLC, Bela Karolyi and Martha Karolyi (collectively “Plaintiffs”) petitions this Court

pursuant to the Declaratory Judgments Act, Chapter 37 of the Texas Civil Practice and

Remedies Code, for declarations that: 

1) Plaintiff BMK Training Facilities, LTD. (“BMK Training”) does not owe
indemnification to Defendant United States Olympic Committee (“USOC”) for the
alleged1 sexual misconduct of USA Gymnastics, Inc.’s (“USAG”) agent Larry Nassar
which would have occurred while Larry Nassar was acting as an employee of USAG
and at events under the exclusive control of USAG; and 

1 In July 2017, Nassar was sentenced to 60 years in federal prison after pleading guilty to child
pornography charges.  On January 24, 2018, Nassar was sentenced to 40 to 175 years in a Michigan
state prison after pleading guilty to seven counts of sexual assault of minors.  On February 5, 2018,
he was sentenced to an additional 40 to 125 years in prison after pleading guilty to an additional three
counts of sexual assault.  However, Larry Nassar has not been convicted (to date) of any acts of sexual
assault which are alleged in the specific lawsuits cited in this complaint.  Instead, all of the convictions
in Michigan are related to his work at the gymnastics club Twistars and Michigan State University. 
Since this petition is in reference to allegations of sexual assault for which Larry Nassar has not been
convicted, this Petition will refer to the sexual assaults of Larry Nassar as “alleged” at this time. 
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2) Plaintiffs Karolyi Training Camps, LLC (“Karolyi Camps”), Bela Karolyi (“Bela”)
and Martha Karolyi (“Martha”) are owed indemnification by USOC and USAG
pursuant to contract, corporate governance and the common law, for fees and costs
incurred in lawsuits and related civil and criminal investigations in which they were
named or investigated which arise out of the alleged sexual misconduct of USAG’s
agent, Larry Nassar.  

Moreover, Plaintiffs file this petition for damages against USOC and USAG for

various breaches of contract and duties owed to Plaintiffs which have resulted in severe

damages to Plaintiffs’ reputation, health, and real property.

1.  DISCOVERY PLAN

1.1 Pursuant to Rule 190 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, Plaintiffs request

that all discovery for this matter be conducted pursuant to the Discovery Control Plan Level

Three (3). 

1.2 At this time, Plaintiffs estimate is that they seek monetary relief in excess of

$1,000,000.00.

2.  CONDITIONS PRECEDENT

2.1 All conditions precedent to the causes of actions brought by Plaintiffs have

occurred.

3.  PARTIES

3.1 Plaintiff BMK Training Facilities, LTD. (“BMK Training”) is a Texas limited

partnership which owns a portion of the real property in Walker County, Texas which is at

the center of this dispute (the entire property hereinafter referred to as the “Karolyi

Ranch”).  At all relevant times, USAG was the lessee of approximately 40 acres of the

Karolyi Ranch known as the “U.S. Women’s National Team Training Center” or “NTTC”2

2 The NTTC has also been referred to as the “USA Gymnastics National Team Training Center at the
Karolyi Ranch”.
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by virtue of a lease between USAG and BMK Training (the “NTTC Lease”).  The NTTC is

where the USAG held the “National Team Camps.”

3.2 Plaintiff BMK Partners, LTD. (“BMK Partners”) is a Texas limited partnership

which owns a piece of the Karolyi Ranch.

3.3 Plaintiff Karolyi Training Camps, LLC (“Karolyi Camps”) is a Texas limited

liability company which was assigned the rights to the NTTC Lease by BMK Training and

acted as landlord to USAG from 2011 forward.  Moreover, USAG would sublease back to

Karolyi Camps portions of the NTTC for the few weeks of the year when Karolyi Camps

would hold a series of independent summer camps open to the general public.

3.4 Plaintiffs Bela Karolyi (“Bela”) and Martha Karolyi (“Martha”) (collectively

the “Karolyis”) are individuals who reside in Walker County, Texas on a house located on

the Karolyi Ranch.  The Karolyis have a long history of successfully coaching women’s

gymnastics in the United States and previously maintained a long-standing relationship

with USAG until it was terminated by USAG.

3.5  Defendant USA Gymnastics, Inc. (“USAG”) is a Texas corporation.  USAG is

the authorized national governing body for gymnastics in the United States and is overseen

by Defendant USOC.  USAG was at all relevant times: a) the lessee of the NTTC and

pursuant to the NTTC Lease and held exclusive control over the NTTC, b) the employer

and/or principal of Larry Nassar, and c) the organization which oversaw all gymnastics

competitions in the United States and set forth the governing standards for those who

wished to participate in any capacity.  Further, USAG entered into a contract to purchase

a portion of the NTTC/Karolyi Ranch from Plaintiffs BMK Training, BMK Partners, and the

Karolyis which it would later breach by refusing to complete the purchase.

3.6 USAG may be served with process by serving its registered agent CT
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Corporation System, 1999 Bryan St., Ste. 900, Dallas, TX 75201.  

3.7 Defendant United States Olympic Committee (“USOC”) is a federally

chartered corporation organized under the Ted Stevens Olympic and Amateur Sports Act

which maintains its principal place of business in Colorado Springs, Colorado.  USOC has

the exclusive right to use and authorize the use of Olympic-related images and trademarks

in the United States.  USOC oversees and maintains complete control over the “national

governing bodies” which oversee any Olympic-sanctioned sports.  Pursuant to this, USOC

had the right to assert complete control over Defendant USAG (the national governing body

for gymnastics in the United States), including overseeing its policies, employees and its

manner of conducting business.3  Pursuant to an agreement between BMK Training, USAG

and USOC, the NTTC was designated as a “U.S. Olympic Training Site.”

3.8 USOC may be served with process by serving its registered agent National

Registered Agents, Inc., 1999 Bryan St., Ste 900, Dallas, Texas 75201.

4.  JURISDICTION AND VENUE

4.1 This Court has general jurisdiction over Defendants as they are domiciled in

Texas and/or have such substantial contacts with the state so as to make them essentially

at home herein.

4.2 Moreover, this Court has jurisdiction over these Defendants as the lawsuit

arises out of the NTTC Lease the Defendants entered into which contemplated extended

contacts with Texas for over a decade.  Further, Defendants conducted substantial business

in this state out of which Plaintiffs’ causes of action arise.

4.3 Venue is proper in Walker County because that is where the Karolyi Ranch

3 USOC’s complete control over USAG and its internal policies and guidelines was recently made
abundantly clear when USOC unilaterally made the decision that USAG’s entire Board of Directors
would be required to resign or the entity would face losing its status as a national governing body.
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is located and is where a substantial part of the actions giving rise to this lawsuit occurred.

5.  FACTS

A. Background on Bela and Martha Karolyi.

5.1 Bela and Martha were both born in 1942 in Romania under communist rule. 

Bela coached the Romanian Olympic Gymnastics Team and most notably, coached Nadia

Comaneci to the first ever perfect score in a women’s Olympic gymnastics competition and

a gold medal.  On March 30, 1981, Bela and Martha defected from Romania’s communist

dictatorship while in the United States for a sporting event and were quickly granted

political asylum.  Bela and Martha have lived in Texas, specifically the Houston and

Huntsville area, since December 1981.  Bela and Martha acquired both a house within

Houston and land near Huntsville, Texas which would later become the Karolyi Ranch.

5.2 Upon moving to Texas, the two worked at a Houston gym as coaches for

individual gymnasts.  Bela and Martha would, within a year, buy that gym and began to run

it.  After the success of their individual gymnasts in the 1984 Olympics (most notably, Mary

Lou Retton who won five medals and was the first American to win gold in the sport), Bela

was named Head Coach of the 1988 and 1992 USAG Women’s Olympic Team.  The title of

‘Head Coach’ is primarily an honorary title usually bestowed upon the coach with the top

athletes competing.  However, despite such title, all athletes still retain their own individual

coaches who train them and oversee them at any gymnastics’ events.

5.3 For the 1996 Olympic games, Martha replaced Bela as Head Coach of United

State’s Olympics Team.  That team went on to win the first ever team gold medal in the

sport for the United States. 

5.4 In November of 1999, Bela was appointed as the first ever National Team

Coordinator for USAG.  USAG created the position of National Team Coordinator to
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facilitate the creation of a semi-centralized system of training for U.S. athletes to work

along side the largely autonomous structure currently in place.4  The National Team

Coordinator had the responsibility for the creation of an overall training program and

overseeing the preparation of the U.S. team heading into the 2000 Olympic Games in

Sydney, Australia.  The National Team Coordinator was not eligible to be named as a head

coach of the women’s gymnastics team, was not a coach to any individual athletes, and the

athletes still retained their individual coaches as their primary coach. 

5.5 Bela retired as National Team Coordinator in 20005 and since then, has not

held any position of authority or control within USAG nor has he been involved in the

training, coaching, or supervision of its athletes.  Bela, however, has been regularly used by

USAG as a tool of their marketing campaign for the sport of gymnastics in the United States

and was held out as an “ambassador” of the sport.  Bela has given numerous interviews to

the media at the Karolyi Ranch, attended various other gymnastics sporting events as a

guest, and even acted as a commentator for NBC for the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 

5.6 In 2001, Martha was elected as the National Team Coordinator for the USAG

Women’s National and Olympic Teams.  Martha would be responsible for coordinating the

overall training program for the women's national team through the 2004 Olympic Games. 

Martha served as an advisor to the individual coaches and directed the team’s preparation

4 Gymnastics is conducted primarily on an individual basis with each gymnast spending most of their
time with their individual coach in their home state and preparing for their individual events. 
Individual gymnasts choose which competitions they wish to compete in so as to qualify for the
National Team.  In many other countries, the entire process is far less de-centralized.

5 Bela’s contract with USAG expired at the end of December 2000, at which time Bela announced that
he would not be placing himself as a candidate for the position of National Team Coordinator.  When
Bela left the National Team Coordinator position in 2000, it was not because of any type of improper
conduct on his part but was instead due to a power struggle between the newly created position of
National Team Coordinator and the individual coaches who had historically run the operations.  A
compromise was reached with Martha Karolyi being elected as the next National Team Coordinator
by a vote of the individual coaches.
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for world championships and Olympic games.  Martha was continuously re-elected to the

position of National Team Coordinator through the 2016 Olympics, after which Martha

made the decision to retire.

5.7 The position of National Team Coordinator has no role within the governance

of either USOC or USAG and has no authority to set the code of conduct USOC or USAG or

determine how those entities will oversee their own employees or events.  Further, the

National Team Coordinator holds no role in overseeing the operations of the NTTC other

than the actual training occurring inside the gymnasiums. Instead, the operations of the are

primarily overseen by the National Training Center Director—an employee of USAG who

is in no way subject to Plaintiffs’ control.6 

B. Background on the Karolyi Ranch.

5.8 In 1983, the Karolyis purchased roughly 40 acres of land bordering on the

Sam Houston National Forest and began building a gym and cabins on the property for

what would become the Karolyi Ranch.  In 1984—the same year Mary Lou Retton won gold

and helped increase the Karolyis’ popularity in the U.S.—the Karolyi Ranch opened up for

summer camps.  By 1989, the Karolyi Ranch had grown in size to almost 2,000 acres.

5.9 In 2001, a small portion of the Karolyi Ranch was designated by USAG as the

“U.S. Women's National Team Training Center” concurrent with Martha Karolyi being

elected National Team Coordinator.  At this time, BMK Training began leasing the NTTC

6 In the “Job Description” of the Director of National Team Training Center it provides that this person:
< “is responsible for all aspects of scheduling and oversight of the activities conducted at the

USA Gymnastics National Team Training Center at the Karolyi Ranch.”
< “Serve as the primary USA Gymnastics staff member to oversee all activities at the NTTC”
< “Serve as on-site supervisor for all USA Gymnastics activities at the Training Site”

By contrast, the job description of the National Team Coordinator does not contain any of these duties
to oversee the operations and procedures of the NTTC.
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to USAG for the purpose of running the National Team Camps and for hosting various

international exchanges and competitions.   The National Team Camps were typically held

for one week a month, 9 months out of the year.  At all other times, gymnasts would train

with their individual coaches at their individual gyms.  USAG’s National Medical

Coordinator, Larry Nassar, would attend the National Team Camps approximately two to

three times a year and may have been present at certain USAG-sponsored competitions at

the NTTC.  The Karolyis’ contacts with Larry Nassar during these few appearances at the

NTTC were almost exclusively limited to short team meetings.

5.10 Between 2001 and 2011, BMK Training and USA Gymnastics maintained a

verbal lease which arose out of the Karolyis and USAG’s close personal and professional

relationship.  On January 3, 2011, BMK Training and USAG memorialized their prior verbal

agreements through an additional written lease (the previously defined “Lease”) which

would be for another ten-year term, e.g. through 2021.  That same day, BMK Training

assigned the NTTC Lease to Karolyi Camps.  The NTTC Lease provides in relevant parts:

1.1 Description
... Lessor [BMK Training] does hereby lease to Lessee [USAG] ... all of the
training gymnasiums, also commonly referred to as the “Karolyi Gymnastics
Training Facility,” the manager’s house, the guest house, and all other lodging
facilities, including what are commonly referred to as the “motel” and
“cabins” ... the clubhouse and associated facilities for recreational activities...

1.2 Exclusive Use
Lessee shall have the exclusive use of the Premises during each Term
(hereinafter defined) of this Lease...

12.3 Restriction upon Unlawful Activity
Lessee shall not permit the Premises, or any part thereof, to be used for any
disorderly, unlawful or hazardous purpose, nor as a source of annoyance or
embarrassment to Lessor, nor for any purpose other than as is specified in
the Lease...

17. Lessee’s Use of the Premises
Lessee covenants and agrees: (a) not to violate applicable fire laws or
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regulations, or any applicable statutes, rules or regulations now existing or
subsequently enacted or established by the local, state or federal
governments, and Lessee shall be answerable for all nuisances caused or
suffered at the Premises, or caused by Lessee at the Premises; ... (c) not to
suffer or permit any activities to be carried on or use made of the Premises
which shall be unlawful, noisy, offensive, or injurious to any person or
property ... or which shall be contrary to any law or ordinance, rule or
regulation from time to time established by public authority...

19.2 Indemnification of Lessor
Lessee covenants and agrees that it will be solely responsible for and will
indemnify, defend and hold harmless Lessor and Lessor’s officers, directors,
partners, managers, agents, employees, visitors and invitees from any and all
fines and penalties, and any and all claims by, or liability to, any third party,
for loss, damage, cost, liability or expense of any kind, to persons or property
which is based upon or in any manner arises out of or is incidental to: (a) any
breach by Lessee of any provision of the Lease; (b) any negligence or
intentional misconduct of Lessee, or its agents and employees...

5.11 For the Karolyis’ independent summer camps, USAG would sublease the

property back to Karolyi Camps7 for the short period of time of the Karolyis’ private

summer camps.  During the time of the Karolyis’ private summer camps, USAG’s agent

Larry Nassar was never present. 

5.12 On September 21, 2010, BMK Training, USOC and USAG all entered into the

Olympic Training Site Facility Designation License and Use and Access Agreement (the

“Licensing Agreement”) which would make the NTTC an official U.S. Olympics Training

Site.  The Licensing Agreement provided the following relevant indemnification provision:

7. Indemnification
7.1 [BMK Training] will indemnify, defend and hold harmless the USOC,
[USAG] and their respective officers, directors, agents, employees and
volunteers from and against any and all fines and penalties, and any and all
claims by, or liability to, any third party, for loss, damage or injury to persons

7 Before the NTTC Lease was formalized in 2011, because of the ‘handshake’ nature of the deal between
the Karolyis and USAG it is difficult to determine the exact details of the sub-lease agreement for the
summer camps (which would typically be for only six weeks some time between June 1 and August
31).  It appears however, that property began being subleased to the entity Karolyi Camps in 2006
(when that entity was first created) and prior to that, the sublease would be to BMK Training.
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or property which is based on or in any manner arises out of or is incidental
to (a) any breach by [BMK Training] of any provision of this Agreement; (b)
any negligence or intentional misconduct of [BMK Training] or its agents
hereunder; and (c) ..., including but not limited to legal fees and costs and
other expenses associated with or incurred in connection with any such claim
or loss.

7.2 [USAG] will indemnify, defend and hold harmless [BMK Training] and
the USOC and their respective officers, directors, agents, employees and
volunteers from and against any and all fines and penalties, and any and all
claims by, or liability to, any third party, for loss, damage or injury to persons
or property which is based on or in any manner arises out of or is incidental
to (a) any breach by [USAG] of any provision of this Agreement; and (b) any
negligence or intentional misconduct of [USAG] or its agents hereunder,
including but not limited to legal fees and costs and other expenses
associated with or incurred in connection with any such claim or loss.

7.3 The USOC will indemnify, defend and hold harmless  [BMK Training],
[USAG] and their respective officers, directors, agents, employees and
volunteers from and against any and all fines and penalties, and any and all
claims by, or liability to, any third party, for loss, damage or injury to persons
or property which is based on or in any manner arises out of or is incidental
to (a) any breach by USOC of any provision of this Agreement; (b) any
negligence or intentional misconduct of the USOC hereunder; and (c) ...,
including but not limited to legal fees and costs and other expenses
associated with or incurred in connection with any such claim or loss.

5.13 On February 1, 2013, USOC, USAG and BMK Training all signed an

amendment to the Licensing Agreement extending the license to use Olympic trademarks

and NTCC’s designation as an official Olympic Training Site through March 31, 2017.8 

5.14 Sometime after 2010, USAG began to verbally commit to Plaintiffs that USAG

would purchase the portion of the Karolyi Ranch under the NTTC Lease.  In accordance

with this, USAG entered into the second ten-year NTTC Lease with BMK Training and

worked to get the NTTC designated as an Olympic Training Facility (which brought with

it a sponsorship by Hilton and various facility upgrades around the NTTC).  Based on these

8 The Licensing Agreement was never extended beyond this date.
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representations, the Karolyis allowed USAG to use their name, image, and reputation to

promote the NTTC and took steps to develop the premises of the NTTC pursuant to USAG’s

various promises and assurances that USAG would purchase the property and otherwise

look out for Plaintiffs’ best interest. 

5.15 On July 22, 2016, USAG entered into a contract to purchase a 36.2 acre

portion of the Karolyi Ranch/NTTC from BMK Training, BMK Partners, Bela and Martha

(the “Purchase Agreement”).  The purchase price of over $3 million took into consideration

the value of the land as an official U.S. Olympic Training Site, the facilities located thereon,

and the historical significance of the Karolyi Ranch.9  

5.16 On July 25, 2016, USAG put out a press release on their website announcing

the Purchase Agreement and which read:

USA Gymnastics has agreed to terms with Bela and Martha Karolyi to
purchase the gymnastics facilities, including gyms, athlete and coach housing
and recreational areas, currently owned by the legendary coaches. Located in
Huntsville, Texas, the USA Gymnastics National Team Training Center,
which is an official U.S. Olympic Training Site, will be renamed as the USA
Gymnastics Athlete Development Center at the Karolyi Ranch. 

“Acquiring the gymnastics-related portion of the Karolyi Ranch is an
important step in our upcoming transition from Martha’s leadership as
national team coordinator to her successor,” said Steve Penny, president of
USA Gymnastics. “The women’s national team has been training at the
Karolyi Ranch since the turn of the century, and it has now become our home
for training athletes in many of our disciplines. Athletes of all ages and skill
levels are impacted by the prestige and tradition embodied at the Ranch, and
we are excited to continue the legacy of success that has been developed over
the years.” 

9 In fact, Section 2 of the Purchase Agreement (“Purchase Price”) provides that “In consideration of the
Karolyis’ long and distinguished support and service to USA Gymnastics and its gymnastics programs,
Purchaser also agrees to keep the name Karolyi Ranch associated with the gymnastics training center
located on the Real Property so long as USA Gymnastics owns the Real Property and operates a
gymnastics training center thereon.”
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“This is a dream come true,” commented Bela Karolyi. “From the very
beginning our goal has been to create something truly unique for
USA Gymnastics and over the past few years that mission has been
accomplished. The transition of ownership to the federation is
exactly what we envisioned.” 

USA Gymnastics agree to purchase Karolyi Ranch gymnastics facilities, USA Gymnastics
(July 25, 2016) (emphasis added).

5.17 On the same day, the Associated Press put out an article which quoted Steve

Penny as saying: 

“It has everything we could possibly ask for... Along with what it represents
to our heart and soul, as a physical facility, we couldn't go out and build it. It's
been custom made what for what we want and need. You add up all the
elements and it's like Dang, what an easy decision.”

Will Graves, Karolyis' Texas ranch flips to USA Gymnastics after Rio, Associated Press
(July 25, 2016).

C. Larry Nassar’s sexual misconduct while acting as USAG’s agent at
USAG’s events.

5.18 Larry Nassar was a Michigan doctor who initially volunteered to provide

medical services to USAG and who often traveled with USAG and its athletes to various

USAG competitions and events.  Larry Nassar began working as an athletic trainer for

USAG in 1986.  After ten years of Larry Nassar working for USAG (during which time Larry

Nassar completed his medical degree and fellowship), in 1996 Larry Nassar was appointed

the National Medical Coordinator for USAG and would remain in this role until

2015—when USAG allowed him to quietly resign amid not-yet-public allegations of sexual

misconduct.

5.19 During his tenure at USAG—and while employed concurrently at Michigan

State University—Larry Nassar is alleged to have sexually assaulted over two hundred
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minors and young women under the guise of medical treatment.  Larry Nassar is currently

in federal prison for possession of child pornography and has been convicted on various

counts of sexual assault with minors in Michigan state courts.

5.20 The Karolyis never had any knowledge of Larry Nassar’s reprehensible

conduct and would have reported such conduct had they learned of it or had there been any

suspicion.10  Nor were the Karolyis ever informed that Larry Nassar was performing any

supposed pelvic-floor/intra-vaginal osteopathic on gymnasts (or any other inappropriate

treatments).  The Karolyis were first informed of possible misconduct by Larry Nassar in

10 For those who wonder how such conduct could go unnoticed by the Karolyis for so many years, the
nature of Larry Nassar’s crime made it extremely difficult to detect in the absence of complaints of
inappropriate conduct ever being communicated to Plaintiffs.  For example, multiple gymnasts have
stated their parents were present when they were sexually assaulted and the parents had no
knowledge.  See e.g. Schladebeck, Jessica, Mother Recalls How Former U.S. Gymnastics Doctor
Larry Nassar Assaulted Daughter in Front of Her, N.Y. Daily News (Feb. 9, 2018); Evans, Tim,
Former USAG Doctor Accused of Abuse , IndyStar (Sept. 12, 2016).  Further, many gymnasts were
not aware themselves they were sexually assaulted until years later when reports began to surface of
Larry Nassar’s abuse.  See Kimble, Lindsay, Elite Gymnast on How Dr. Larry Nassar Allegedly
Preyed on Young Girls: ‘I Thought He Was My Friend’, People Magazine (March 20, 2017).  As one
gymnast put it: “I didn’t know the abuse was happening to me until I was older, until I had time to
process it and realised that Nassar was being investigated. If we don’t know you can’t expect our
personal coaches to know.” Le Grand, Chip, New Gymnastics Coach ‘Knew Nothing’ of Nassar’s
Abuse, The Australian (Feb. 21, 2018) (quote from Aly Raisman).

Typically, the number of staff, coaches, and other adults present at the NTTC outnumbered the
number of gymnast.  Gymnasts were accompanied by their individual coach (or coaches), most
equipment in the gyms had a specialty coach, there were multiple trainers at Ranch, there were
directors and other staff from USAG present, housekeeping and food service companies and their
employees, media on occasion, etc.  Further, the training rooms are open and visible to these dozens
of coaches and other adults who would be in the gyms during training and typically would have been
staffed with a secondary USAG trainer.  

The Karolyis, understandably, did not attempt to oversee  USAG’s hired doctor, at USAG events, on
the premises which USAG held exclusive control over USAG agents and employees, and without a
single warning as to the possible inappropriate behavior of the doctor during his medical procedures. 
Larry Nassar worked for USAG for over 15 years before the first National Team Camp was ever held
at the Karolyi Ranch and continued to remain under the control and supervision of USAG during the
2 or 3 times a year he would visit the NTTC.  

Moreover, the allegations of Larry Nassar’s sexual assaults have not been limited to any supposed
‘toxic environment’ at the NTTC but occurred almost everywhere Nassar worked—including many
locations where the Karolyis had absolutely no connection (e.g. the local school district where Nassar
ran for the school board, Michigan State University, Twistars in Michigan, family friends of Nassar,
etc.).
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2015, when USAG contacted Martha and told her that Larry Nassar would not be returning

to USAG because of treatment concerns. USAG then asked the Karolyis not to further

discuss the matter.  When USAG told the Karolyis in 2015 that Larry Nassar would not be

returning, USAG never mentioned that the alleged mistreatment was potentially sexual

assault nor did they relay the nature of the treatments at issue. 

D. The initial lawsuits and cancellation of the purchase agreement.

5.21 The Karolyis first learned of the exact nature of Nassar’s conduct leading to

his dismissal—e.g. allegations of sexual misconduct—some time after the 2016 Summer

Olympics.  Around the same time, the first lawsuits were filed against USAG in September

of 2016.  These lawsuits are Jane JD Doe v. Doe 1, Cause No. 34-2016-00200075

(Sacramento County, CA) (September 8, 2016) (the “JD Matter”) and Jane LM Doe v.

Larry Nassar, BC-638724 (October 27, 2016) (Los Angeles County) (the “LM Matter”).  The

LM Matter named Bela, Martha and Karolyi Camps as defendants but the JD matter did

not.  By this time, Martha had already retired from her position as National Team

Coordinator and neither she nor Bela had any further coordinating, coaching, or any other

type of role with USAG. 

5.22 Prior to the lawsuits, Plaintiffs had entered into a Purchase and Sale

Agreement dated July 22, 2016 for the sale of a portion of the Karolyi Ranch/NTTC to

USAG.  During the negotiation of the Purchase Agreement, USAG never informed the

Karolyis of Larry Nassar’s alleged sexual misconduct on the property although they had

knowledge of the same from the reports they received in 2015.

5.23 After the initial lawsuits were filed, Plaintiffs and USAG were still on track to

close the sale of the property and the Karolyis were given the impression by USAG that

these lawsuits were isolated events.  The Karolyis requested indemnification from USAG
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pursuant to USAG’s by-laws and the aforementioned lease.  USAG refused to provide full

indemnification to Bela, Martha and Karolyi Camps at that time but did seek to have

Plaintiffs covered as additional insured’s on its insurance policies so as to cover a portion

of their defense costs.  USAG made repeated representations to the Karolyis that USAG

would provide them with indemnification and continue to work towards closing the

Purchase Agreement as soon as some small issues with the septic system were worked out.

USAG’s Chairman of the Board Paul Parilla repeated represented to the Karolyis that USAG

would “wrap their arms around” them and take care of them through this litigation.

5.24 In November of 2016, Steve Penny (President and CEO of USAG) wrote in an

email to the Karolyis, the director of the National Team Camps, and other USAG employees

regarding the septic issue: “our top priority is to finish the improvements to meet

inspections and close on the Ranch.” Steve Penny was intimately involved in the

negotiations regarding the septic system and USAG’s demands that Plaintiffs repair the

septic system before the sale could take place. Plaintiffs spent a substantial amount of time

and money repairing the septic system at the Karolyi Ranch based on repeated assurances

by USAG that USAG would follow through on its agreement to purchase the property.

5.25 In December of 2016, Larry Nassar was arrested on child pornography

charges and over the next few months, additional lawsuits were filed and various articles

began to come out which made clear that Larry Nassar’s conduct was not an isolated event.

Subsequently,  on April 18, 2017,  USAG sent Karolyis a Notice of Termination of Purchase

and Sale Agreement cancelling the Purchase Agreement.  The termination letter read: 

pursuant to Section 8[11] of the Purchase Agreement based upon all of the facts

11 Section 8 of the Purchase Agreement reads in relevant part: 

In addition to any other conditions set forth in this Agreement, the obligation of Purchaser to
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and circumstances, including but not limited to, the events that have
occurred, conditions that have been discovered and claims that have been
asserted since the effective date of the Purchase Agreement.

Specifically, in light of (a) the filing of the lawsuit currently pending against
Dr. Larry Nassar, USAG, the Karolyis, and others... [certain other non-
compliance issues regarding the septic system on the Karolyi Ranch]

Furthermore, the pending litigation has materially affected both (i) USAG
sponsor relationships that provide vital funding to allow USAG to use the
Karolyi Ranch facilities as intended and (ii) the general perception of the
Karolyi Ranch as an appropriate venue for USAG’ activities, all of which will
undoubtedly adversely affect the ownership, operation and value of the
property going forward. 
...
As you know, we genuinely appreciate the long-standing relationship between
USA Gymnastics and the Karolyis, and we regret that the events and
conditions described above have led us to make this difficult but necessary
business decision to terminate the Purchase Agreement.

5.26 The letter was signed by Paul Parilla—USAG’s Chairman.  Paul Parilla also

acted as USAG’s attorney in negotiating certain real estate matters.  In that role, Paul Parilla

drafted the NTTC Lease between USAG and Plaintiffs and (upon information and belief)

was directly involved in drafting the Purchase Agreement.  USAG and Paul Parilla

consummate the transaction contemplated hereunder is conditioned upon the following: ... (d) as of
the Closing Date, no event shall have occurred, and no condition shall have been discovered by
Purchaser, with respect to or in connection with the Property which could reasonably be expected (1)
to have an adverse effect on the ownership, operation or value of the Property or on the use of the
Property for Purchaser’s intended use or (2) to result in Purchaser incurring costs to remedy, cure or
otherwise address such occurrence or condition that are not currently contemplated by Purchaser,
in each case as determined by Purchaser in its sole and absolute discretion.

... If one or more of the conditions set forth in (a) and (d) above is not satisfied as of the Closing Date
and the failure to satisfy such condition is not the result of an action, omission, breach or default by
a Seller after the date of this Agreement, then Purchaser may (A) waive such condition and proceed
to Closing, or (B) terminate this Agreement by delivering notice thereof to the Sellers, in which case
Purchaser shall pay to Sellers independent consideration of $100.00 and neither Purchaser nor
Sellers shall have any further rights or obligations hereunder, except those that by their terms survive
the termination of this Agreement.  Sellers acknowledge and agree that the foregoing conditions are
for the benefit of Purchaser only... Sellers shall not have any right to terminate this Agreement or to
refuse to close the transaction contemplated by this Agreement if any of such conditions have not been
satisfied as of the Closing Date.
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personally12 had knowledge of Larry Nassar’s conduct at the time the one-sided Section 8

escape-hatch was inserted into the Purchase Agreement. The Karolyis did not have any

knowledge.

5.27 Despite the termination of the sale, the parties still agreed to continue the

NTTC Lease going forward.  This was until January 18, 2018, when USAG informed

Plaintiffs that it would be terminating the NTTC Lease in apparent response to immense

public pressure. 

E. USOC’s demand for indemnification.

5.28 The initial Nassar-lawsuits which were filed by gymnasts and others were

pointed at USAG, certain USAG officers and the Karolyis.  However, as more facts were

uncovered by plaintiffs in the personal injury suits, the newer lawsuits began focusing on

Michigan State University, USAG and USOC while completely omitting the Karolyis or any

allegations of wrong-doing by the Karolyis.  Two of these newer personal injury suits were

Jane PCNE Doe vs. USAG, et al., BC667053 (June 30, 2017) (the “PCNE Matter”) and

McKayla Maroney v. Michigan State University, et al., BC687396 (December 20, 2017)

(the “Maroney matter”).13  Both lawsuits alleged conduct occurring during the time period

of 2009 - 2013. 

12 At this point in time, Paul Parilla had already visited the FBI offices with Steve Penny to discuss the
sexual misconduct of Larry Nassar.

13 Since USOC’s original request for indemnification was sent to the Karolyis, additional lawsuits have
been filed against USOC and USAG containing similar allegations of sexual assault by Larry Nassar
and a failure to supervise and put in place rules by USOC, USAG and USAG’s Chairman Paul Parilla. 
See Alexandra Rose Raisman v. United States Olympic Committee, et al., 18CV323989 (Santa Clara
County) (February 28, 2018) (the “Raisman Matter”); Weiber v. United States Olympic Committee,
et al., BC702167 (Los Angeles County) (April 17, 2018) (the “Wieber Matter”).  Neither the Karolyis
nor any of the entities included herein as plaintiffs, are named or alluded to in either of these lawsuits. 
Plaintiffs anticipate there may also be a dispute as to who is owed indemnification in these additional
matters as well. Plaintiffs also anticipate that USOC will continue to be made a defendant in more and
more actions by amended complaint in previous complaints and by newly filed complaints across the
country. 
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5.29 Neither BMK Training nor the Karolyis were named as defendants in the

above two complaints.14  Further, the Complaints make no mention of any alleged wrongs

of Bela, Martha, Karolyi Camps or the BMK entities.15 

5.30 Despite this, on February 6, 2018, USOC sent a request for indemnification

to BMK Training for the above two lawsuits based on the Licensing Agreement. See Request

for Indemnification attached as Exhibit A.  In the request, USOC alleged that BMK Training

was required to indemnify USOC because the lawsuit arises out of the negligence or

intentional misconduct of BMK Training or its agents.  Specifically, USOC alleged: 

Although the Lawsuits do not allege any direct claims against BMK
Training, the Lawsuits allege employees and agents of BMK Training who
worked at the Karolyi Ranch, through their actions and inactions, were
negligent in their supervision of athletes, which cause the Plaintiffs in the
lawsuits to suffer bodily injury.

Exhibit A (emphasis added).

5.31 Plaintiffs have read the complaints filed in the PCNE Matter, Maroney Matter

and the multiple new complaints filed to date against USOC and no such allegations exist

in those pleadings.  Instead, the crux of the complaints are that USAG and USOC—the

entities entirely in charge of overseeing operations at the NTTC and the National Team

Camps held thereon—repeatedly failed to put in place (or enforce) rules which would

protect young gymnasts from potential predators such as USAG’s agent Larry Nassar.  For

example, the following excerpts are quoted from the Wieber Matter filed April 17, 2018:

¶ 8 Defendant USOC had a mandatory obligation to ensure that before granting

14 Nor were they alluded to as an obvious ‘John Doe’ as has been the case in certain other lawsuits filed.

15 Noticeably absent from the more recent complaints, are the completely false allegations that the
Karolyis physically abused the athletes participating in the National Team Camps.  These defamatory
allegations were entirely made up and have no basis in reality.
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NGBs, including USAG, a sanction to host National or International events,
that they provide “proper medical supervision will be provided for athletes
who will participate in the competition.” 36 U.S.C §§ 220525(b)(4)(E).

¶ 10 During all relevant times during JORDYN WIEBER’s abuse, Defendant
USOC was responsible for ensuring that the Karolyi Ranch, provided
adequate supervision for the minors competing thereat, reasonable safety
protocols ensuring the safety of those minors, and reasonable supervision,
training, and oversight procedures for all medical care provided to gymnasts
at the Karolyi Ranch, including training of staff on identification of sexual
abuse, proper procedures, use of proper medical care, and staffing of ample
medical personnel to ensure proper care of all minor gymnasts, including the
Plaintiff JORDYN WIEBER.. Despite these duties under the law, Defendant
USOC implemented virtually no safety protocols or procedures at the Karolyi
Ranch, and failed to provide any supervision for minor gymnasts training at
the Karolyi Ranch.

¶ 11 At all times relevant to the Plaintiff’s sexual abuse at the hands of NASSAR,
Defendant USOC was responsible for the Plaintiff’s supervision while
competing at the Olympics, the Olympic Trials, and the World Artistic
Gymnastics Championships and trainings for such. Despite being the body
responsible for the Plaintiff’s safety during these events, including, being
responsible for her supervision, medical care, and well-being, Defendant
USOC provided entirely inadequate or [in]effective measures to ensure her
protection from the risk of sexual abuse, either at the events or in her living
quarters, where sexual abuse by NASSAR occurred.

¶ 15 Due to [USOC’]s systemic and knowing failure to enforce [safety] policies, the
Plaintiff was sexually harassed, abused, and molested by Defendant NASSAR;
an individual who was subject to these policies.

¶ 16 Defendant USOC was required to ensure that NGBs, including Defendant
USAG, ensure that “proper safety precautions have been taken to protect the
personal welfare of the athletics and spectators at the competition.” 36 U.S.C.
§§ 220525(b)(4)(F). Moreover, as part of an NGB's mandate from the
Defendant USOC, it was to, “encourage and support research, development,
and dissemination of information in the areas of sports medicine and sports
safety.” 36 U.S.C. § 220524(9). Had Defendant USOC performed its mandate
reasonably, diligently, and in accord with its duty to protect minor children
under both Federal and California Law, Defendant NASSAR would have been
investigated, sanctioned, and/or removed from Defendants USAG, USOC,
and others, and never have been placed in solitary contact or contact without

PLAINTIFFS’ ORIGINAL PETITION PAGE 19 OF 32

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-2    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 120 of 133



qualified supervision, with the Plaintiff. Defendant USOC never adequately
or reasonably enforced these policies, thus, the sexual abuse perpetrated by
Defendant NASSAR on the Plaintiff, as well as hundreds of other minor girls,
was a natural, probable and foreseeable outgrowth of Defendant USOC's
dereliction of its duties.

¶ 22 Defendant USAG was the NGB responsible for the supervision of the Plaintiff
while at both National and International events she attended as a minor
competitive gymnast; competitions in which she [was] molested at, by
NASSAR. For this reason, USAG had a duty to provide reasonable and
adequate supervision of the Plaintiff while she attended these events, while
she was travelling to and from these events, and during the times that the
Plaintiff was being treated for medical ailments. Despite having this duty, as
the Plaintiff was a minor at the time, entrusted to their custody, care and
control, Defendant USAG failed to adequately perform these duties, which
ultimately led to the molestation of the Plaintiff.

5.32 USOC’s request for indemnification from Plaintiffs has no basis in law or

reality and is merely USOC and USAG’s attempt sacrifice the Karolyis (after leading them

along for months) to shift blame off of themselves.  Larry Nassar was at all times an agent

of USAG and subject to USAG’s control.  Further, USOC was in control over USAG and had

full oversight over USAG’s operations, regulations and procedures which are alleged to be

absent or unenforced to the detriment of gymnasts present at the NTTC and otherwise

competing for the benefit of USOC and USAG. 

5.33 USOC and USAG held exclusive control over the NTTC, their agents and

employees, the lodging, the gymnasiums (and attached training rooms), all medical or

physical treatment, competitions and travel.  Moreover, USOC and USAG had exclusive

control over their agent Larry Nassar (who worked with them for decades) and had every

right to control the parameters of his work and conduct—the Karolyis did not.  USOC has

no basis in law or fact to put blame on Plaintiffs for conduct which clearly does not

implicate Plaintiffs and for which, USAG and USOC’s agents and policies are primarily
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responsible.

6.  PLAINTIFFS’ SUIT FOR DECLARATORY RELIEF 
AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS

A. Declaration 1 - BMK Training does not owe any duty to indemnify USOC
or USAG under the Licensing Agreement.

6.1 The Licensing Agreement between BMK Training, USAG and USOC is a valid

contract which provides for indemnification.

6.2 There is a current dispute as to whether indemnification is owed to USOC in

the PCNE Matter and the McKayala Maroney Matter and who owes the duty to indemnify

USOC.  USOC has sent a request for indemnification to BMK Training which is entirely

unjustified and which BMK Training will refuse to tender.  This question of law constitutes

a real and substantial dispute and the dispute will be resolved by the declaration sought

herein.

6.3 BMK Training seeks a declaration that it is not required to indemnify USOC

for the above two lawsuits (or any other lawsuits of the same or similar nature) based on

the following undisputed facts: a) based on the face of the complaints, no wrongful conduct

is alleged against Bela, Martha, BMK Training, or any of their agents, b) Larry Nassar was

never the Karolyis’ agent and was never subject to their control, c) Larry Nassar was USAG’s

agent and subject to its control at all times, and d) Plaintiffs had no knowledge of Larry

Nassar’s  sexual misconduct until 2016—which is years after the conduct complained of in

the aforementioned lawsuits ceased (2013).
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B. Declaration 2 - Plaintiffs Bela, Martha and Karolyi Camps are all
owed full and complete indemnification by USAG and/or USOC for those
lawsuits and investigations which arise out of the conduct of USAG’s agent
Larry Nassar.

6.4 Plaintiffs Bela, Martha and Karolyi Camps have been named and served as

Defendants in the following personal injury suits arising out of Larry Nassar’s alleged

sexual assault of gymnasts:

a. Jane LM Doe v. Larry Nassar, BC-638724, Los Angeles County,
California (October 26, 2016); and

b. Jane AJ Doe v. Doe 1, 30-2017-00899357, Orange County, California
(January 24, 2017).

6.5 Plaintiffs have incurred legal fees in defending the above two lawsuits. 

Further, Plaintiffs have incurred additional fees in: responding to Congressional subpoenas,

responding to various criminal and state investigations, and coordination with the media.

6.6 USAG had Plaintiffs Bela, Martha and Karolyi Camps named as additional

insured’s under USAG’s insurance policy and some, but nowhere close to all, of Plaintiffs’

defense costs have been reimbursed through this.  However, USAG has still refused to

provide full indemnification of Bela, Martha and Karolyi Camps and a significant amount

of their legal expenses have yet to be reimbursed.

6.7 Plaintiffs Bela, Martha and Karolyi Camps are owed indemnification by USAG

pursuant to USAG’s by-laws which provide that:

The Corporation shall indemnify each of its present and former Directors,
Officers, employees, committee members and official representatives,
and any person who is or was serving another corporation or
other entity in any capacity at the written request of the
Corporation, and hold them harmless from all amounts actually and
reasonably incurred by such person (including, but not limited to, judgments,
costs and attorneys' fees) in connection with the defense of any pending or
threatened litigation to which such person is, or is threatened to be made, a
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party because such person is or was serving in such capacity.

USAG by-laws, ¶ 13.1 (emphasis added).  Plaintiffs have been brought into the above

litigation by reason of their positions as former official representatives and/or were serving

another corporation or entity at the written request of the Corporation.  

6.8 Similarly, the by-laws of USOC read:

The corporation shall indemnify each of its present or former directors,
officers, employees, committee members or official representatives, or
any person who is or was serving another corporation or other
entity in any capacity at the request of the corporation, against all
expenses actually and reasonably incurred by such person (including, but not
limited to, judgments, costs and counsel fees) in connection with the defense
of any pending or threatened litigation to which such person is, or is
threatened to be made, a party because such person is or was serving in such
capacity. This right of indemnification shall also apply to expenses of
litigation that is compromised or settled, including amounts paid in
settlement, if the corporation shall approve such settlement as provided in
Section 17.2 of these Bylaws. Such person shall be entitled to be indemnified
if he/she acted in good faith and in a manner he/she reasonably believed to
be in, and not opposed to, the best interests of the corporation. The
termination of any litigation by judgment, order, settlements, conviction, or
upon a plea of nolo contendere or its equivalent, shall not, of itself, create a
presumption that the person did not act in good faith and in a manner
reasonably believed to be in, and not opposed to, the best interests of the
corporation.

USOC By-laws, ¶ 17.1 (emphasis added).  Bela, Martha and Karolyi Camps are owed

indemnification as they were serving another corporation (USAG) at the request of USOC,

and they were made a party to litigation because of that relationship.

6.9 Further, Plaintiffs Bela, Martha and Karolyi Camps are owed indemnification

from USAG pursuant to the NTTC Lease because ‘Lessor’ (Karolyi Camps) and Lessor’s

officers or employees (Bela and Martha) are being sued because of the “negligence or

intentional misconduct of Lessee [USAG], or its agents and employees [Larry Nassar].”
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6.10 Plaintiffs are further due indemnification based on equity and common law

pursuant to their close personal relationship with Defendants and based on Defendants

repeated promises that they would indemnify Plaintiffs. 

7.  ADDITIONAL CAUSES OF ACTION FOR DAMAGES

A. Breach of the Purchase Agreement - BMK Training, BMK Partners, Bela
Karolyi and Martha Karolyi against USAG.

7.1 On July 22, 2016, Plaintiffs BMK Training, BMK Partners, Bela and Martha

entered into a valid contract with USAG to sell a 36.2 acre portion of the Karolyi Ranch.

7.2 USAG agreed to purchase the property for the agreed upon price. 

7.3 USAG has breached the contract by refusing to purchase the property without

a valid excuse for the same.  USAG’s termination of the Purchase Agreement based upon

a stigma associated with the land is not a valid excuse for termination, because USAG knew

there were allegations that its agent, Larry Nassar, had sexually assaulted gymnasts at the

NTTC in 2015—a year before the contract was signed.  USAG thus waived any objection to

the same.  Moreover, the stigma was a direct result of USAG’s agent at the NTTC and other

locations where USAG invited and requested him to be.  Nothing on the part of Plaintiffs

caused or contributed to cause any such stigma.

7.4 USAG’s failure to purchase the property based solely upon USAG’s own

stigmatization of the land (which they had full knowledge of at the time the agreement was

signed) constitutes a breach of the Purchase Agreement.

B. Breach of the NTTC Lease - BMK Training and Karolyi Camps against
USAG.

7.5 At all relevant times, BMK Training and USAG had a valid contract in the

form of an agreement by BMK Training to lease a portion of the Karolyi Ranch to USAG for
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the purposes of conducting the National Training Camps and other USAG events.  Further,

Karolyi Camps was the assignee of the NTTC Lease (and thus, landlord) beginning in

January of 2011.

7.6 Pursuant to the NTTC Lease, USAG agreed:

a. “Lessee shall not permit the Premises, or any part thereof, to be used
for any disorderly, unlawful or hazardous purpose, nor as a source of
annoyance or embarrassment to Lessor” ¶ 12.3;

b. “not to violate applicable fire laws or regulations, or any applicable
statutes, rules or regulations now existing or subsequently enacted or
established by the local, state or federal governments, and Lessee shall
be answerable for all nuisances caused or suffered at the Premises, or
caused by Lessee at the Premises” ¶ 17.(a); and

c. “not to suffer or permit any activities to be carried on or use made of
the Premises which shall be unlawful, noisy, offensive, or injurious to
any person or property” ¶ 17.(b).

7.7 USAG breached these covenants when it invited Larry Nassar to the NTTC,

upon which USAG’s agent then allegedly molested gymnasts.

C. Tortious Interference - Plaintiffs against USOC

7.8 Plaintiffs had two valid contracts with Defendant USAG: a) the NTTC Lease;

and b) the Purchase Agreement. 

7.9 Upon information and belief, Defendant USOC willfully, intentionally, and

with malice, interfered with both contracts by threatening USAG with the loss of its status

as a national governing body if USAG did not wrongfully terminate the contracts.

7.10 Defendant USOC’s pressure on USAG was a cause in fact for the termination

of the aforementioned contracts and Plaintiffs have been damaged by the same.

D. Promissory Estoppel - Plaintiffs against USAG

7.11 USAG made repeated representations to Plaintiffs that it would purchase the
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property.

7.12 Plaintiffs relied upon USAG’s representations in making the decision to

expend large sums of money to add improvements to the Karolyi Ranch.

7.13 Plaintiffs were injured by such reliance, because USAG terminated the

Purchase Agreement and such improvements were now lost as sunk costs. Moreover,

because of USAG’s agent Larry Nassar’s conduct at the NTTC, the Karolyi Ranch could no

longer be used as an Olympic Training Facility, therefore rendering such improvements

useless.

E. Breach of Fiduciary Duty - Bela and Martha Karolyi against USAG.

7.14 The Karolyis and USAG had a close, long-lasting relationship of trust and

confidence.  This is evidenced by the fact the parties maintained a verbal lease for over 10

years and spent the majority of their decades-long relationship acting on a ‘handshake’

basis and continued assurances by USAG that the organization would always take care of

two of the largest figures in the sport.  Bela and Steve Penny (President of USAG) were close

personal friends and Steve Penny was directly involved in negotiating and closing the

Purchase Agreement and all steps leading up thereto.  After litigation began and Plaintiffs

sought indemnification from USAG under the NTTC Lease (which Paul Parilla personally

drafted), Paul Parilla continued to represent to the Karolyis that USAG would “wrap their

arms” around Karolyis and take care of them. 

7.15 The Karolyis entrusted USAG with using their name, reputation and likeness

to promote the sport of gymnastics and entrusted USAG with near full control of their most

valuable assets—their decades-long earned reputation as incredible gymnastics coaches. 

7.16 When the litigation onslaught began, USAG promised once again to “wrap
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their arms” around the Karolyis, to partner with them and defend them, to continue

forward with the purchase of their property, and informed the Karolyis that the allegations

regarding Larry Nassar were an isolated event and not a systematic failure of USAG’s

policies.

7.17 USAG, has breached its fiduciary duties owed to the Karolyis by:

a. Failing to inform the Karolyis in 2015, or before, that sexual assault
and misconduct allegations had been made against Larry Nassar;

b. Failing to inform the Karolyis in 2015 that Larry Nassar was being
asked to resign based on sexual misconduct;

c. Negotiating the Purchase Agreement with the Karolyis while failing to
inform them of Larry Nassar’s alleged sexual misconduct which took
place at the NTTC and which USAG had knowledge of before July of
2016 when the Purchase Agreement was signed;

d. Encouraging the Karolyis to incur costs to update and renovate the
Karolyi Ranch when USAG knew there was a substantial probability
it would not purchase the same because of Larry Nassar’s conduct;
and

e. Continuing to use the Karolyis’ name, image and reputation to
promote the NTTC and gymnastics while failing to inform the Karolyis
of Larry Nassar’s alleged sexual misconduct and impending harm to
name and reputation.

7.18 USAG used the close relationship between itself and the Karolyis to its benefit

and then disregarded the Karolyis when they no longer felt it expedient to keep them close. 

USAG’s breaches of their fiduciary duties were wilful, intentional and committed with

malice.

F. Premises Defect - Plaintiffs against USAG.

7.19 At all relevant times, USAG held exclusive control of the premises where the

National Training Camps took place.  
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7.20 Plaintiffs, as well as hundreds of gymnasts, were invitee’s on the property.

7.21 USAG brought Larry Nassar to the NTTC where hundreds of young female

gymnasts would be located.  By doing so, USAG created an unreasonably dangerous

condition on the premises which they knew or should have known of (whether through

imputed or direct knowledge).

7.22 USAG breached its duty of care by failing to warn anyone of the danger or

seeking to make the premises reasonably safe. 

G. Nuisance - Plaintiffs against USAG.

7.23 Plaintiffs have a private interest in the Karolyi Ranch and the Karolyi

residence located thereon.

7.24 While USAG was in control of a portion of the Karolyi Ranch, USAG created

a condition which now unreasonably interferes with Plaintiffs use and enjoyment of the

Karolyi Ranch as a whole.  USAG maintained the condition on the premises either

negligently or through abnormally dangerous conduct.  Specifically, USAG brought its

agent, Larry Nassar, to the property who allegedly molested dozens of women thereon and

then returned the property to the Karolyis with extreme stigma now associated therewith.

7.25 USAG’s conduct created a permanent stain on the land no different than if

toxic waste were spilled thereon, preventing the premises from being used as a U.S.

Olympic Training Facility and for which Plaintiffs have suffered damages.

H. Negligence - Plaintiffs against all Defendants.

7.26 Defendants owed a duty to Plaintiffs to use ordinary care in conducting their

operations on the NTTC so as not to create any unreasonable risk of harm to the Karolyis

or their property while Defendants controlled the NTTC.
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7.27 Defendants breached this duty by creating a dangerous condition on the

premises through bringing Larry Nassar to a location where hundreds of young women

would be and by putting no rules in place to prevent the danger from occurring.  This was

done by Defendants while simultaneously promoting the Karolyi name and associating the

ranch with the Karolyis.  

7.28 The risk of harm to the Karolyis’ reputation and health (not to mention the

well-being and health of the hundreds of gymnasts) was substantial and the utility of

Defendants’ actions were non-existent.  Defendants thus breached their duty of care owed

to Plaintiffs and Plaintiffs were harmed thereby.

I. Vicarious Liability for Aiding and Abetting, Principal-Agent Relationship
and Joint Venture.

7.29 USAG held the right to control the work of its agent Larry Nassar and

controlled the workspace, policies and tools he would follow when acting as a trainer and

National Medical Director for USAG.

7.30 USAG conferred actual or apparent authority on Larry Nassar to perform

osteopathic medical procedures on its behalf for the gymnasts it had brought to the NTTC

(under its exclusive control) and at other events under the control of USAG.  Larry Nassar

was acting within the scope of his authority when he committed the relevant conduct

mentioned herein and therefore USAG is vicariously liable for the same.

7.31 At all relevant times, USOC held the right to assert control over the

operations, rules and conduct of USAG.  

7.32 USOC conferred actual authority on USAG to oversee the operations at the

NTTC on its behalf.  In the alternative, USOC conferred apparent authority on USAG by

allowing them to use Olympic marks and represent itself as an endorsed Olympic

PLAINTIFFS’ ORIGINAL PETITION PAGE 29 OF 32

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-2    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 130 of 133



organization.  USAG was acting within the scope of its authority when it committed all of

the torts mentioned herein and therefore USOC is vicariously liable for the same.

7.33 USOC acted in concert of action with USAG in breaching USAG’s fiduciary

duties owed to the Karolyis.  Specifically, USAG knew of Larry Nassar’s alleged sexual

misconduct conduct by at least 2015 and knew of USAG’s course of conduct with regards

to the Karolyis. USOC tacitly agreed to USAG’s tortious conduct by continuously

authorizing USAG to operate in the manner it did so.  USOC’s own conduct in doing so was

itself independently wrongful.

7.34 Alternatively, USOC and USAG constituted a joint venture for the purpose of

overseeing activities at Official Olympic Training Centers such as the NTTC.  Both parties

had an equal right to direct and control the venture.  USAG committed all of the torts

mentioned herein while acting within the scope of the joint venture and therefore USOC is

jointly liable for the same.

8.  ATTORNEYS’ FEES AND DAMAGES

8.1 Plaintiffs seek damages in the form of, but not limited to:

a. Benefit of the bargain damages owed under the Purchase Agreement;
b. Stigma damages from the loss of market value of the Karolyi Ranch;
c. Damages for loss of use of the Karolyi Ranch;
d. Loss of good-will and harm to reputation;
e. Past and future mental anguish and pain and suffering of the Karolyis;
f. Punitive damages; and
g. Attorney’s fees.

8.2 Pursuant to the NTTC Lease between Karolyi Camps (as assignee) and USAG,

Plaintiffs seek attorneys’ fees based on paragraph 19.16 of the NTTC Lease.

8.3 Moreover, Plaintiffs are entitled to attorney’s fees for breach of contract under

Tex. Civ. Prac. & Rem. Code § 38.001.
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8.4 Further, BMK Training seeks attorneys’ fees pursuant to paragraph 11.4 of the

Licensing Agreement between BMK Training, USAG and USOC. 

9.  JURY DEMAND

9.1 Plaintiffs hereby request a trial by jury and have tendered payment of the jury

fee.

10.  PRAYER

10.1 Plaintiffs pray that Defendants be cited to appear and answer herein, and that

upon final hearing or trial, Plaintiffs have from Defendants the following, in the alternative

or cumulatively, as allowed by law:

a. Declarations that: i) BMK Training does not owe indemnification to
USOC, and ii) Bela, Martha and Karolyi Camps are owed
indemnification by USAG.

b. Judgment against Defendants for a sum within the jurisdictional
limits of this Court for all actual damages, both past and future, direct
and consequential, as described above;

c. Pre and post-judgment interest as provided by law;
d. All of Plaintiffs’ attorneys’ fees and litigation expenses;
e. Costs of suit; and
f. Such other and further relief, at law and in equity, to which Plaintiffs

may show themselves to be justly entitled.

Respectfully submitted,

CHRISTIAN, SMITH & JEWELL, L.L.P.

By: //s// Gary M.  Jewell                         
GARY M. JEWELL
State Bar No. 10664800
JAMES “WES” CHRISTIAN
State Bar No. 04228700
JOE E. LUCE
State Bar No. 12665050
Timothy R. Cook
State Bar No. 24101646
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2302 Fannin, Suite 500
Houston, Texas  77002
Telephone: (713) 659-7617
Facsimile:  (713) 659-7641 

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS
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Whitney D. Ackerman Esq. (SBN: 284340) 
Jonathan A. Rapel, Esq. (SBN: 285893) 
THE LAW OFFICE OF WHITNEY D. ACKERMAN 
858 S. Bedford St. 
STE #301 
Los Angeles CA 90035 
T: (818) 426 9591 
F: (866) 610 6540 
Wackermarth,gmail.com 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
AOGC ALL OLYMPIA GYMNASTIC CENTER INC., 
ARTUR AKOPYAN, and GALINA MARINOVA 

CONFORMED COPY 
ORIGINAL PILED 
Superior  Coat Cilibrila 

Comp Of La Andes 

NOV 02 2018 
Sherd R. Ceder, Executive DIRcer/Cierk 

By: Charlie L Coleman, Deputy 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - CENTRAL DISTRICT - STANLEY MOSK COURTHOUSE 

ALL OLYMPIA GYMNASTIC CENTER 
INC., aka ALL OLYMPIA GYMNASTIC 
CENTER LOS ANGELES; a California 
business entity of form unknown; GALINA 
MARINOVA, an individual; ARTUR 
AKOPYAN, an individual; 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 
) 

LAWRENCE NASSAR, an individual; USA )1
GYMNASTICS, an Indiana business entity of 5 
form unknown; THE UNITED STATES 
OLYMPIC COMITTEE, a Colorado business 
entity form known; MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY, a Michigan business entity of

form unknown; and DOES 1 — 500. 

Defendant 

Case No: 18STCV02484 

FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT FOR 
DAMAGES AND DEMAND FOR JURY 
TRIAL 

1) BREACH OF CONTRACT (CIVIL CODE 
§ 3300) 

2) BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY (CIVIL 
CODE § 3294) 

3) FRAUD, DECEIT, CONCEALMENT, 
DECEPTIVE PRACTICES (CIVIL CODE 
§ 1572, CIVIL CODE 1709-1710, CIVIL 
CODE 3294); 

4) NEGLIGENCE (CIVIL CODE § 1714) 
5) UNFAIR BUSINESS PRACTICES 

(BUSINESS & PROFESSIONS CODE § 
17200); 

6) CONSTRUCTIVE FRAUD (CIVIL CODE 
§ 1573); 

7) NEGLIGENT INTERFERENCE WITH 
PROSPECTIVE ECONOMIC 
ADVANTAGE 

8) CONSPIRACY 
9) BREACH OF IMPLIED COVENANT OF 

GOOD FAITH AND FAIR DEALING 
10) INDEMNIFICATION (CIVIL CODE § 

2772-2784) 
11) TORT OF ANOTHER 

FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES - 1 
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COMES NOW, Plaintiff AOGC OLYMPIA GYMNASTICS CENTER; ARTUR AKOPYAN; 

and GALINA MARINOVA, who complains and alleges as follows: 

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS AS TO THE PARTIES 

1. This action seeks to vindicate the rights of ARTUR AKOPYAN, (hereafter 

"Akopian" or "Plaintiff") and GALINA MARINOVA, (hereafter "Miranova" or "Plaintiff') who 

owned and operated ALL OLYMPIA GYMNASTICS CENTER aka ALL OLYMPIA 

GYMNATICS CENTER LOS ANGELES, in Los Angeles, California. Plaintiffs ARTUR 

AKOPYAN and GALINA MARINOVA dedicated much of their adult lives to the teaching of 

gymnastics to elite level athletes. AKOPYAN and MARINOVA were committed to the 

development of young athletes and focused nearly all of their professional time and effort to the 

operation, maintenance, and potential growth of the gymnasium known for all times relevant to 

this action as ALL OLYMPIA GYMNASTICS CENTER or ALL OLYMPIC GYMNASTIC 

CENTER LOS ANGELES and hereafter AOGC Plaintiffs. 

2. The contractual relationship between ALL OLYMPIA GYMNASTICS CENTER, 

AOGC Plaintiffs and USA GYMNASTICS was born out of a desire to produce elite level 

gymnasts who might one day compete on the world's brightest stage in the Olympics and 

international completion. It was through this contractual relationship that AOGC OLYMPIA 

GYMNASTICS CENTER became unwittingly aquatinted with DR. LARRY NASSAR, an 

employee of MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY and USA GYMNASTICS. As a result of the 

contractual relationship and subsequent affiliation with USA GYMNASTICS, AOGC Plaintiffs 

business, ALL OLYMPIA GYMNASTICS CENTER was destroyed when negative publicity 

surrounding the malicious and numerous sexual assaults committed by DR. LARRY NASSAR 

falsely linked them to these deplorable acts. The result of the negative publicity was the 

complete and utter destruction of the finances and reputation of ALL OLYMPIA 

GYMNASTICS CENTER and the individual livelihood, careers of ARTUR AKOPYAN and 

GALINA MARINOVA. 
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// 

// 

THE PLAINTIFFS, AOGC OLYMPIA GYMNASTICS CENTER; ARTUR AKOPYAN; 

AND MALINA MARINOVA 

3. Plaintiffs AOGC OLYMPIA GYMNASTICS CENTER; ARTUR AKOPYAN; 

and GALINA MARINOVA (herein after used interchangeable with "AOGC Plaintiffs") were 

owner and operators of an elite level gymnastics training center located in the County of Los 

Angeles over 20 years. The owners/operators of AOGC, ARTUR AKOPYAN and GALINA 

MARINOVA built the gymnastics facility from the ground up dedicating much of their time, 

effort, energy, and financial resources in the foundation, growth, maintenance, and operation of 

said facility. Both ARTUR AKOPYAN and GALINA MARINOVA were born in Eastern 

European countries and hail from humble beginnings. Pursuit of the American dream and the 

potential to create a successful gymnastics program brought them both to the United States of 

America with little or nothing except their professional reputation in the International 

Gymnastics Community. 

4. It was with this professional reputation that they built a successful million-dollar 

business and helped to produce elite level athletes to compete on the National and International 

stage. As a result of the negligent and intentional acts and omissions of the Defendants, AOGC 

Plaintiffs suffered financial ruin, loss of their successful business model, damage to their 

professional and personal reputation, and emotional damages due to embarrassment, anxiety, los 

of sleep, and loss of self-worth. 

5. Plaintiffs is informed and believes that the intentional, criminal, and malicious 

concealment of the sexual abuse, harassment, and molestation of its athletes by USA 

GYMNASTICS was the actual and proximate cause of the damages suffered. During the entire 

time the athletes were being sexually assaulted by DR. LARRY NASSAR and the concurrent 

systematic concealment and cover-up by USA GYMNASTICS, AOGC Plaintiffs were located in 

the State of California as both residents and business location and operations. 

DEFENDANT, LAWRENCE NASSAR 
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6. Defendant Ex-Doctor Lawrence NASSAR, at all times mentioned herein was and 

is an adult male individual, who Plaintiffs are informed and believes lived and was licensed to 

practice medicine by the State of Michigan during the period of time during which the sexual 

abuse, harassment, and molestation of the athletes took place and is currently a citizen of the 

State of Michigan. Plaintiff is informed and believes that NASSAR was accepted onto the staff 

of USA GYMNASTICS as a trainer in 1986 and then as the National Medical Director and the 

National Team Physician for the women's gymnastics team in 1996. NASSAR continued to 

function in this capacity at USA GYMNASTICS until in or around the middle of 2016. At all 

times herein alleged, NASSAR was an employee, agent, and/or servant of Defendant USA 

GYMNASTICS, and MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY, and/or was under their complete 

control and/or supervision jointly and separately. 

7. Defendant NASSAR was working in some capacity for USA GYMNASTICS and 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY as a Physician and certified athletic trainer. It was through 

this working relationship and capacity that NASSAR became indirectly affiliated with AOGC 

Plaintiffs. AOGC Plaintiffs did not hire, contract, or employ NASSAR directly but were bound 

to subject their athletes to him by virtue of their contractual relationship with USA 

GYMNASTICS. A material term of the contractual affiliation with USA GYMNASTICS for the 

elite level gyms and athletes, was that AOGC Plaintiffs were required to send their athletes to the 

Karolyis' training facility located in the State of Texas, but at all times leased, controlled, 

staffed, and operated by USA GYMNASTICS. It was at this facility that AOGC Plaintiffs' 

athletes were sexually assaulted by NASSAR. 

8. It is AOGC Plaintiffs' belief that USA GYMI\TASTICS, THE UNITED STATES 

OLYMPIC COMITTEE and MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY, and DOES 1 - 500 knew or 

should have known that NASSAR was a sexual predator due to numerous complaints and 

investigations and thus exposed AOGC Plaintiffs' athletes to NASSAR without AOGC 

Plaintiff's knowledge or consent, and which has now permanently damaged their reputation and 

livelihood. 
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DEFENDANT, THE UNITED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 

9. Defendant THE UNITED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITEE (herein after 

"USOC") at all times mentioned herein was a business entity of the State of Colorado, 

whose form is currently unknown to AOGC Plaintiffs. During the period of time which 

the sexual abuse by NASSAR took place, the USOC and its board of directors were 

charged with the overall oversight, protection, management, and discipline for and over 

USAG. AOGC Plaintiffs are informed and believe and, on that basis, allege that 

Defendant USOC through its role and agency with USAG, knew of the abuses as early as 

the late 1990s and oversaw a wide-ranging, calculated concealment of numerous 

instances, complaints, and allegations of sexual abuse and misconduct from the 

participants and members of USA GYMNASTICS, including AOGC Plaintiffs. The 

USOC oversaw, controlled, and was in charge of prevention, safety and discipline at all 

times during which NASSAR was permitted to sexually abuse young underage females, 

and rather than take swift responsive action to stop the abuse, USOC systematically, 

refused and ignored the problem until it was too much to ignore. At all times herein 

alleged, Defendant USOC was the principal, controlling agent, body or entity, who 

sanctioned, permitted and contributed to the complete failures of USAG who was under 

USOC's complete control and/or active supervision. 

10. Plaintiff are informed and believe, and on that basis allege, that Mr. 

Colarossi, the head of the USOC at the time, had wide-ranging knowledge of the abusive, 

and harassing environment that was cultivated and embraced by the gymnastics 

community at Karolyi Ranch (Herein after, "THE RANCH"). There at and there in 

NASSAR perpetrated his sexual abuse of numerous minor children all known by USOC, 

MICHIGAN STATE 'UNIVERSITY, and USA GYMNASTICS. Each had knowledge of 

NASSAR's sexually abusive propensities and the abuse perpetrated by NASSAR against 

minor children. 
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11. Despite having this knowledge, Colarossi concealed, ignored, and willfully 

turned a blind eye to these facts, to the detriment of the affiliated members of USA 

GYMNASTICS, in the present action AOGC Plaintiffs, causing AOGC Plaintiffs to suffer 

damages when the sexual abuse allegations garnered widespread public attention. 

DEFENDANT, USA GYMNASTICS 

12. Defendant USA GYMNASTICS (or "USAG") at all times mentioned herein was 

and is a business entity of form unknown, having its principal place of business in the State of 

Indiana. Plaintiffs are informed and believe USA GYMNASTICS was incorporated in the State 

of Texas and/or Arizona. Defendant USA GYMNASTICS is the national governing body for 

gymnastics in the United States and operates under the general oversight of the USOC. 

Defendant USA GYMNASTICS was the primary entity owning, operating, and controlling the 

activities and behavior of its employee, agents, including but not limited to NASSAR. 

13. Defendant USA GYMNASTICS conducts business activities in the State of 

California, with regional affiliates in Northern, Central, and Southern California. Defendant 

USA GYMNASTICS currently sponsors and has scheduled over 75 competitions, meets, and/or 

invitational's throughout the entire state of California. Defendant USA GYMNASTICS has 

numerous athletes and professional members, professional, instructor and club members 

including AOGC Plaintiffs, conducting substantial activity and collecting substantial amounts of 

dues and membership fees, purposefully availing itself of the laws and protections of California. 

14. Defendant USA GYMNASTICS is the national governing body for gymnastics in 

the United States, and selects and trains the United States gymnastics teams for the Olympics an 

World Championships, promotes and develops gymnastics locally and nationally, and serves as a 

resource center for members, clubs, fans and gymnasts throughout the United States. Defendant 

USA GYMNASTICS has more than 174,000 athletes and professional members, more than 

148,000 athletes registered in competitive programs, as well as more than 25,000 professional, 

instructor and club members. Approximately 4,000 competitions and events throughout the 

United States are sanctioned annually by Defendant USA GYMNASTICS. Defendant USA 
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GYMNASTICS was the primary entity owning, operating and controlling the activities and 

behavior of its employee agents, including, but not limited to NASSAR. USAGYMNASTICS is 

also the entity that selects gymnasts for the US National and Olympic Teams. 

15. Defendant USA GYMNASTICS purposely conducts substantial educational 

business activities in the State of California, with regional affiliates in Northern California, 

Central California, and Southern California. Defendant USA GYMNASTICS currently sponsors 

and has scheduled over 75 competitions, meets, and/or invitationals throughout the entire state of 

California. Defendant USA GYMNASTICS has numerous athletes and professional members, 

professional, instructor and club members conducting substantial activity and purposefully 

availing itself of the laws and protections of California. The sexual abuse, harassment, and 

molestation alleged herein took place multiple times, where Defendant USA GYMNASTICS as 

the primary entity owning, operating and controlling the activities and behavior of its employee 

agents, including, but not limited to NASSAR. 

16. As stated on its website through its Code of Ethical Conduct, ".. .Members of 

USA GYMNASTICS are expected to promote a safe environment for participants, coaches, 

officials, volunteers and staff in all gymnastics disciplines, which includes an environment free 

from sexual misconduct. It is inconsistent with this obligation for any Member to: 1. Solicit or 

engage in sexual relations with any minor. 2. Engage in any behavior that utilizes the influence 

of a professional Member's position as coach, judge, official or administrator to encourage sexual 

relations with an athlete or participant. 3. Engage in sexual harassment by making unwelcome 

advances, requests for sexual favors or other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature where 

such conduct creates an intimidating, hostile or offensive environment." However, Defendant 

USA GYMNASTICS' policies and procedures then provide that, "Professional Members of 

USA GYMNASTICS must protect the integrity of the sport and the interests of the athletes they 

serve by avoiding sexual relationships with athletes except where the capacity and quality of the 

athlete's consent to enter that relationship is beyond question." in enforcing this Code of Ethical 

Conduct, the published policies and procedures provide, "Compliance with this Code depends 

primarily upon understanding and voluntary compliance, secondarily upon reinforcement by 
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peers, and, when necessary, upon enforcement through disciplinary action...Any Member who 

believes that another Member of USA GYMNASTICS has failed to meet such Member's 

obligations under this Code is, under all but the most egregious circumstances, encouraged to 

first address that concern directly to that Member." 

17. Under USA GYMNASTICS's policies and procedures for reporting abuse, it 

provides that, USA GYMNASTICS will follow applicable law in reporting abusive situations to 

the proper authorities. If, in Defendant USA GYMNASTICS's reasonable and good faith 

judgment, reporting to the proper authorities is necessary to protect a person from the possibility 

of further abuse, it may make such report even if not compelled by law to do so." Further, the 

policies and procedures for "Reporting Suspected Abuse" at Defendant USA GYMNASTICS 

provide that "[a]ny person who reasonably and in good faith believes a member of 

GYMNASTICS has abused another person, whether physical or sexual, such person may notify 

the Defendant USA GYMNASTICS National Office pursuant to Articles 9 and/or 10 of the 

Defendant USA GYMNASTICS Bylaws." 

18. Under the applicable laws. Defendant USA GYMNASTICS is an organization 

whose employees, agents, and/or servants are legally "mandated reporters", considering that 

Defendant USA GYMNASTICS is a youth recreational program and Defendant USA 

GYMNASTICS' employees' duties require direct contact and supervision of minor children. 

19. Defendant USA GYMNASTICS receives millions of dollars in private donations 

and corporate financial support, on a yearly basis, according to its publicly available Form-990's. 

It is on this basis, under information and therefore belief, that Defendant USA GYMNASTICS 

ignored and/or deceived, and/or concealed the abuse that was being perpetrated by NASSAR, 

and other employees/agents of its organization, such that Defendant USA GYMNASTICS would 

not be subjected to public scrutiny, administrative, civil and/or criminal investigation and could 

maintain a false facade of high moral repute, and could maintain and grow this financial support 

for its programs. This attempt to conceal and/or ignore the abuse being perpetrated under its 

control and supervision and was done at the expense of minor athletes, the coaches, gyms, 

trainers, parents, and other participants, all of this was done without the knowledge, consent, or 

FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES - 8 

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-3    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 9 of 131



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

permission of the Plaintiffs AOGC Plaintiffs. This scheme of concealment led AOGC Plaintiffs 

to believe that their contractual relationship and public affiliation with Defendant USA 

GYMNASTICS would provide for a beneficial economic relationship as well as promote and 

advance the athletic careers and endeavors of AOGC Plaintiffs' customers. 

20. As NASSAR was prosecuted, pled, and convicted thereupon of a felony for 

the conducted alleged herein, the Plaintiff requests attorneys' fees against NASSAR, 

MSU, the USOC, and USA GYMNASTICS pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure § 1021.4 

and Tort of Another Doctrine 

DEFENDANT, MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 

21. Defendant MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY, at all times mentioned herein, 

was and is a business entity of form unknown, having its principal place of business in the State 

of Michigan. Plaintiff is informed and believes MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY is a public 

land grant university, established in 1855, in East Lansing, Michigan. The Defendant 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY further conducts business in the State of California by 

sending representatives to college fairs and recruitment events to lure potential students to attend 

Defendant MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY. Furthermore, MICHIGAN STATE 

UNIVERSITY employed NASSAR and compensated NASSAR to provide medical treatment 

throughout the United States with USA GYMNASTICS, and even throughout the world. 

Defendant MICI-IIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY knowingly permitted NASSAR to travel the 

world performing his abusive procedures on minor gymnasts with USA GYMNASTICS. Despite 

having numerous warning signs that NASSAR was sexually abusive towards minors and young 

women, MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY continued to employ NASSAR and continued to 

allow NASSAR to be associated with USA GYMNASTICS. MICHIGAN STATE 

UNIVERSITY knew that NASSAR travelled throughout the United States, and employed him to 

do so. It was under these circumstances that NASSAR was given solitary and secluded access to 

minors, including AOGC Plaintiffs" athletes, where NASSAR sexually violated them. 
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22. Defendant MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY purposely conducts substantial 

business activities in the State of California. Defendant MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 

actively seeks and recruits minor athletes from California, specifically the in Los Angeles and 

Southern California areas, and as such have sufficient contacts and business relations with the 

State of California to have availed itself of its laws and protections. 

23. MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY's association with USA GYMNASTICS 

placed AOGC Plaintiffs' customer athletes in the custody, care and control of NASSAR at 

Karolyi Ranch (hereafter "THE RANCH") and at other points in time such as at elite level 

completions, and the Olympics. It is with this that AOGC Plaintiffs are informed and believe, 

and with that allege that MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY failed to prevent the harm caused 

by NASSAR to AOGC Plaintiffs' athletes leading to overwhelming negative publicity for 

AOGC and its owners/operators ARTUR AKOPYAN and GALINA MARINOVA. Its was 

because of this nationally disseminated negative publicity that AOGC Plaintiff's business 

suffered extreme financial hardship, including by not limited to the financial collapse of its 

business operations, irreparable damage to its reputation as a world class gymnastics training 

center capable of producing elite level gymnasts, and the emotional, financial, and reputational 

ruin of its owners/operators ARTUR AKOPYAN and GALINA MARINOVA. 

24. Under the applicable laws, Defendant MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY and its 

Sports Medicine Department and athletics departments, are organizations whose employees, 

agents, and/or servants are legally "mandated reporters", considering that Defendant 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY operates a medical facility, and its employees' duties 

require providing direct medical care. Furthermore, Defendant MICHIGAN STATE 

UNIVERSITY is governed by 17 Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 ("Title IX"), 

20 U.S.C. §1681 et seq., and is required to investigate allegations of sexual assault, sexual abuse 

and sexual harassment. Defendant MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY systematically failed to 

uphold the duties and requirements under Title IX through a pattern, history and culture of 

willful disregard for the multiple allegations of sexual abuse. Because MICHIGAN STATE 

UNIVERSITY is a public university organized and existing under the laws of the State of 
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Michigan, and Michigan statutory law requires parties to file a Notice of Intention to File Claim 

in order to maintain any actio❑ against the state, in satisfaction of M.C.L. §600.6431. Plaintiffs 

lodged for filling Notices of Intent to File Claim with the Michigan Court of Claims by mail on 

October 24, 2018. 

DOE DEFENDANTS, 1- 500 

25. Defendants DOES 1 through 500, inclusive, and each of them, are sued herein 

under said fictitious names. Plaintiff is ignorant as to the true names and capacities of DOES 1 

through 500, whether individual, corporate, associate, or otherwise, and therefore sue said 

Defendants by such fictitious names. When their true names and capacities are ascertained, 

Plaintiff will request leave of Court to amend this Complaint to state their true names and 

capacities herein. 

26. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and based thereon alleges, that "Defendants," 

and each of them, were and are the agents, employees, partners, joint-venturers, co-conspirators, 

owners, principals, and employers of the remaining "Defendants," and each of them are, and at 

all times herein mentioned were, acting within the course and scope of that agency, partnership, 

employment, conspiracy, ownership or joint venture. Plaintiff is further informed and believes, and 

based thereon alleges, that the acts and conduct herein alleged of each such Defendants were kno 

to, authorized by and/or ratified by the other Defendants, and each ofthem. 

27. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and on that basis allege that at all times 

mentioned herein, each Defendant was responsible in some manner or capacity for the 

occurrences herein alleged, and that Plaintiff s damages, as herein alleged, were proximately 

caused by all said Defendants. 

28. A corporation is a "person" within meaning of Civil Code § 51.9, which subjects 

persons to liability for sexual harassment within a business, service or professional relationship, 

and such an entity defendant may be held liable under this statute for the acts of its employees. 

C.R v. Tenet Healthcare Corp., 169 Cal.App.4th 1094 (2009). Further, principles of ratification 

apply when the principal ratifies the agent's originally unauthorized acts, as is alleged to have 

occurred herein. 
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JURISDICTIONAL STATEMENT AND CHOICE OF LAW 

29. The damages to Plaintiffs occurred in California. Each of the Defendants 

themselves or by and through their direct affiliations with the entities as individuals, employees, 

trustees, board members, directors, share-holders or the like reached with sufficient contacts the 

state of California, sufficient to avail itself of the laws and protections of the state. 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION FOR BREACH OF CONTRACT 

(CAL. CIVIL CODE § 3300) 

(By Plaintiffs against USAG, and Does 1 - 500) 

30. AOGC Plaintiffs hereby incorporate by this reference paragraphs 1 through 29 as 

though fully set forth herein here at and by this reference made a part hereof. 

31. Defendant USAG, by and through its acts, omissions, and by the terms of its own 

policies, code of ethics, terms, and its duty to report and ensure member safety, and a multitude 

of other documented requirements of its agents, employees, and assigns failed to perform its 

duties and or promises under the membership agreements with ALL OLYMPIC GYMNASTICS 

CENTER and ARTUR AKOPYAN and GALINA MIRANOVA. The membership agreements 

were between AOGC itself, GALINA MIRANOVA and ARTUR AKOPYAN individually as 

well. Each agreement was one of adhesion as they required strict adherence to all of its 

requirements and payment of a yearly $225.00 fee. Each year a new membership agreement and 

fee was required, and each year AOGC Plaintiffs paid for their memberships as coaches and for 

their gym, ALL OLYMPIA GYMNASTICS CENTER. 

32. USAG membership agreements, while presumably voluntary, would bar anyone 

having not properly applied for and paid for membership from participation in any USAG 

sanctioned events including those on the grandest stage, the Olympics and international 

competition. Any and all gymnasts, gyms, and their coaches were required to be members. No 

Olympic gymnast in the United States that wanted to compete in the Olympics or international 

completion could do so without being a member of USAG and thereby, agreeing to all of its 

membership rules and regulations, as well as its duties and responsibilities promulgated in the 
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membership terms and documents . Deviation from those rules and regulations could result in a 

lifetime sanction and thereby prevention of participation in any USAG sanctioned events or 

meets, including the Olympics, and or association with any gymnastics of any kind. 

33. It was by and through these membership adhesion agreements that USAG and 

AOGC Plaintiffs formed their contractual relation, each with the same mutual goals; financial 

success of the business, bolstering of their reputations, ensuring of their continued livelihood, 

and the enduring success of their athletes at the highest levels of competition. However, by and 

through their employment of and their extensive involvement with NASSAR, USAG, 

continuously and knowingly exposed and subjected at least one of AOGC Plaintiffs' athletes to 

extensive sexual abuse as well as other members to NASSAR related abuses potentially 

beginning as early as 1986 and then proceeded to systematically cover up the abuses. 

34. As is set forth herein. Defendants and each of them have failed to uphold 

numerous mandatory duties required of them by state and federal law, as well as their own 

internal written policies and procedures, including: Duty to use reasonable care to protect 

participants and members from known or foreseeable dangers, Duty to enact policies and 

procedures that are not in contravention of the Federal, Civil Rights Act, section 1983 and the 

14th amendment of the United States, Constitution; Duty to protect participants and members 

and staff, and provide adequate supervision; Duty to ensure that any direction given to 

participants and members is lawful, and that adults act fairly, responsibly and respectfully 

towards participants and members; Duty to properly train staff so that they are aware of their 

individual responsibility for creating and maintaining a safe environment; Duty to review the 

criminal history of applicants and current employees; Duty to provide diligent supervision over 

minors; Duty to act promptly and diligently and not ignore or minimize problems. Duty to report 

suspected incidents of child abuse and more specifically childhood sexual abuse; 

35. AOGC Plaintiffs fully performed all of their obligations under the membership 

agreement and at no point in time breached or were in breach of their obligations. AOGC 

Plaintiffs have never been charged with any wrongdoing and there is substantial evidence 
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36. While the total amount of damages that were realized from all of the membership 

payments, dues, fees, costs and expenses have not been fully tallied, when combined with the 

incidental and consequential damages reasonably flowing from the breaches of the agreement(s), 

AOGC Plaintiffs were damaged in amount that taken on its own or when combined with the 

other causes of action herein is, according to proof, are in excess of the 525,00.01 jurisdictional 

requirement. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION FOR BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY 

(By Plaintiffs against USAG, THE USOC, NASSAR, and MSU, and Each of Them and 

Does 1 - 500) 

37. AOGC Plaintiffs hereby incorporate by this reference paragraphs I through 36 as 

though fully set forth herein here at and by this reference made a part hereof. 

38. By and through the formation of a contract, NASSAR was hired in some capacity 

to treat the young under-age female athletes for USAG as early as 1986. As a member and 

participant of Defendants USA GYMNASTICS, AOGC Plaintiffs were given no choice but to 

put their trust in NASSAR, the team physician, when he was treating AOGC's gymnasts. Per 

policy AOGC Plaintiffs were not permitted in the same room or area where the "treatments" 

(sexual abuses) were perpetrated. 

39. Jane LM Doe and other victims were in direct contact with NASSAR, and at the 

time were under NASSAR's direct supervision, control and care, which created a special, 

confidential, and fiduciary relationship between Jane LM Doe and NASSAR. Because of such 

relationship, NASSAR owed an elevated duty of care to Jane LM Doe as well as her parents and 

coaches. Additionally, as the employers and supervisors of NASSAR, with knowledge that he 

was in contact with and providing care to children including AOGC's gymnasts, Defendants 

USA GYMNASTICS, THE USOC, and MSU were also in a special, confidential, and fiduciary 

relationship with Jane LM Doe and her parents and coaches to uphold the duty of care implied 

by law and contract. 

FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES - 14 

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-3    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 15 of 131



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

40. USAG and AOGC Plaintiffs agreed that in exchange for the membership dues, 

fees, and costs paid by AOGC Plaintiffs; USAG would agree to act in and for the benefit of the 

gymnasts, the coaches and the ALL OLYMPIC GYMNASTICS CENTER as an entity in order 

to promote their mutual agenda. 

41. There is no question that NASSAR, MSU, USAG and The USOC engaged in a 

contractual relationship for decades, whereby NASSAR would be the United States Olympic 

Women's' Gymnastics team doctor for and in exchange for valuable consideration which would 

not only benefit each financially but also benefit the reputation of each. There is also no doubt 

that USAG, MSU and The USOC by and through its acts, omissions, violated its own internal 

policies, contractual relations and the law, when it permitted and failed to report and prevent the 

sexual abuses of NASSAR, and therein so doing failed to uphold and breached their 

contractually established fiduciary duty to act for the benefit of AOGC Plaintiffs and their 

athletes, who were the very backbone of USAG gymnastics and the United States Olympic 

Team. 

42. USAG and its principal, The USOC by and through its oversight and control of 

USAG, had a fiduciary responsibility, established by the requirements of the membership 

agreements, code of ethics, internal policies, other extensive documentation, and the law, in 

which they agreed to act for the benefit of AOGC Plaintiffs and their athletes. What's more is 

that the athletes, when they were not under the care and control AOGC Plaintiffs, were under the 

complete and total care and control of USAG and its principals, employees, agents and assigns, 

which for decades included NASSAR. 

43. USAG and the USOC knowingly exposed AOGC's gymnasts and AOGC's 

Plaintiffs, as their coaches and their business, good will, and reputation to NASSAR's abuses, 

and then proceed to ignore, fail and refuse to investigate or prevent further abuse in the face of 

overwhelming evidence of numerous complaints of the instances of sexual abuse. Because of 

the contractual relationship NASSAR had with USAG and thereby the USOC, each owed, and 

did breach their fiduciary duties for failing to prevent and report the ongoing abuses rather than 

engage in a systematic cover up. Failing to prevent and or report known and reported sexual 
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abuse fell below the duties owed by law and contract of USAG and The USOC had with the 

members like AOGC it was tasked to protect. 

44. MSU also owed a duty to those it could reasonably foresee would be damaged by 

their breach of their duty to warn, prevent and report instances of sexual abuse. MSU had and 

owed a duty to investigate such instances and a duty of reporting of such instances, and knew to 

a reasonable certainty that systematically covering up such abuses would cause extensive 

foreseeable damages. MSU could reasonably foresee that their failure to prevent NASSAR from 

having further contact with USAG's and AOGC Plaintiffs under-age female gymnasts, would 

cause damages of all kinds to the gymnasts, the families, the coaches and the facilities where 

they trained. 

45. MSU's legal duty to report also gives rise to the fiduciary relationship. Legally 

MSU, once it received reports of NASSAR and his abuses had a duty to report to prevent further 

abuse and damages. MSU breached the duty when it systematically failed to report the abuses. 

MSU's duty was of the utmost kind as it was aware that NASSAR was dealing intimately with 

underage children. 

46. Worse still is that MSU knew of the alleged abuses as far back a the early 1980s 

and allowed and signed off on NASSAR as being safe rather than a sexual predator. When 

USAG discovered the abuses back in the late 1 990s as was alleged in separate proceedings, 

indicate that both USAG and MSU knew of and yet still were willing to allow NASSAR to 

continue contact with these children. As a duty was owed to the children, the same duty extends 

to their parents and coaches whose damages as a result of the sexual abuse are reasonable and 

foreseeable. 

46. USAG knew at the time they contracted with AOGC Plaintiffs that they had 

agreed to ensure a safe and healthy environment, free of physical and sexual abuses perpetrated 

by its agents and employees, such as NASSAR upon the children he was tasked with providing 

care for. A reasonably foreseeable breach of this duty is financial harm, loss of good will and 

reputation and distress to the coaches and their business who trained and were otherwise 
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responsible for the health and wellbeing of these girls when they were not in the control and care 

of USAG, NASSAR and or MSU. 

47. "[B]efore a person can be charged with a fiduciary obligation, he must either 

knowingly undertake to act on behalf and for the benefit of another, or must enter into a 

relationship which imposes that undertaking as a matter of law." (Cleveland v. Johnson, 209 

Ca1.App.4th 1315, 1338 (2012), [147 Ca1.Rptr.3d 772]. MSU, USAG and the USOC knew at 

the time of contracting that they were in business to act for the benefit of their own reputation 

and good will as much if not more so to act for and on behalf of the reputation and good will of 

AOGC Plaintiffs and their athletes. 

48. MSU, USAG and The USOC all failed to uphold and breached their fiduciary 

duty on numerous occasions by ignoring, and or actively concealing the truth of NASSAR and 

the reports that he was sexually abusing young and underage women. Each defendant, including 

NASSAR, was in breach of the very fabric and framework that make up their contracts with one 

another, and the promises and pledges required of those members in their contracts with USAG. 

Thus while not in direct privity, each party, at the time of contracting knew of and agreed to the 

fiduciary duty to act for the benefit of one or more than one other. 

49. AOGC Plaintiffs suffered damages actual and general in amounts according to 

proof, but which was in excess of $25,000.01 when asserted by itself or with the other causes of 

action alleged herein. 
50. According the statutes for Fraud, Deceit, and Intentional Misrepresentation, if 

proven, AOGC Plaintiffs would be entitled to punitive and or exemplary damages. Cal. Code. 

Civ. Proc § 3294 permits punitive and exemplary damages when Plaintiff can prove fraud, 

malice, or oppression. As here, Defendants are clearly liable for fraud, deceit and concealment, 

and should therefore be subject to punitive and exemplary damages in amount to be determined 

at trial. Cal. Code. Civ. Proc. § 3294 states: (a) In an action for the breach of an obligation not 

arising from contract, where it is proven by clear and convincing evidence that the defendant has 

been guilty of oppression, fraud, or malice, the plaintiff, in addition to the actual damages, may 

recover damages for the sake of example and by way of punishing the defendant. (b) An 

employer shall not be liable for damages pursuant to subdivision (a), based upon acts of an 
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employee of the employer, unless the employer had advance knowledge of the unfitness of the 

employee and employed him or her with a conscious disregard of the rights or safety of others or 

authorized or ratified the wrongful conduct for which the damages are awarded or was personally 

guilty of oppression, fraud, or malice. With respect to a corporate employer, the advance 

knowledge and conscious disregard, authorization, ratification or act of oppression, fraud, or 

malice must be on the part of an officer, director, or managing agent of the corporation." And 

there is no questio❑ each Defendant has satisfied both section a and section b and this is liable for 

punitive / exemplary damages. 

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION FOR FRAUD, DECEIT, CONCEALMENT, DECEPTIVE 

PRACTICES 

(CIVIL CODE § 1572, CIVIL CODE 1709-1710, CIVIL CODE 3294) 

(By Plaintiffs against All Defendants and Each of Them, and Does 1 - 500) 

51. AOGC Plaintiffs hereby incorporate by this reference paragraphs 1 through 50 

and 72 through 86 as though fully set forth herein here at and by this reference made a part 

hereof. 

52. It is undisputed that NASSAR on numerous occasions made knowingly false 

representations, promises and assurances to no less than 300 underage children who he sexually 

abused. These representations and promises included but are not limited to representations of 

necessary treatments and procedures he would need to perform on these underage children in the 

course and scope their treatment as elite gymnast with USAG. These athletes, their parents and 

coaches had no reason not trust and rely on the representations and assurances of NASSAR. The 

reasonable reliance and the rules of USAG and The USOC allowed for NASSAR to cause 

damages and remain undetected by the parents and coaches until finally, after decades deceit 

NASSAR was outed, arrested, prosecuted, and sentenced to life in prison where he belongs. 

53. By and through their placing their faith in NASSAR, along with the fiduciary 

relationship that existed, makes the damages here all the more egregious. But it also makes the 

reliance by AOGC Plaintiffs on the representants and assertions their athletes were safe and 

being properly treated, reasonable. 
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54. This reliance caused damages to AOGC Plaintiff's reputation, good will, and 

caused them damages both actual and general. 

55. MSU, USAG, The USOC are also each liable for the promises, assurances, and 

representations that were made which caused reasonable reliance damages to AOGC Plaintiffs. 

56. MSU, its agents, staff, faculty, employees or the like, from as early as 1986 had 

and knew of the sexual abuses that were being carried out by NASSAR, who was an employee 

and doctor in the MSU sports medicine department. MSU, rather than investigate the reports, 

and suspend until which time as the reports were veted, NASSAR for the safety and liability 

purposes. That never occurred. Instead MSU and its staff, engaged in a systematic cover up of 

the reports of abuses to preserve their own public image and reputation, so they could retain 

students, faculty, staff, donors, clients, boosters, participants, members, and or the like, and 

students, faculty, staff, donors, clients, boosters, participants, members, and or the like, thus 

allowing donations and other financial support to continue flowing into their coffers for financial 

gain, and also to avoid liability and damages to their reputations and the consequences finically 

associated therewith. 

57. All the while MSU and its staff actively concealed, deceived, and intentionally 

misrepresented that they were a top ranked institution and that they were a safe and secure 

environment within which one could have faith that their children would not be victimized. MSU 

further concealed the information of NASSAR's abuses from the public, which included AOGC 

Plaintiff and Jane LM Doe. 

58. Additionally, AOGC Plaintiffs, by and through their affiliation with USAG were 

unknowingly forced into association with NASSAR, who was the team doctor of MSU and USA 

Gymnastic teams. Had they known of the abuses rather than be deceived and told all was safe 

and proper, damages to AOGC Plaintiffs and their gymnasts could have been prevented or 

avoided all together. These deceptive practices were done so as to preserve their own public 

image and reputation, so they could retain students, faculty, staff, donors, clients, boosters, 

participants, members, and or the like, and acquire new students, faculty, staff, donors, clients, 

boosters, participants, members, and or the like, thus allowing donations and other financial 
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support to continue flowing into their coffers for financial gain, and also to avoid liability and 

damages to their reputations and the consequences finically associated therewith 

59. MSU, USAG, and The USOC each on numerous occasions represented, promised 

and assured AOGC Plaintiffs and other parents and coaches that NASSAR was safe, and 

qualified to medically treat their young child athletes, while also knowing and having reason to 

know that NASSAR was a sexual predator, who should not have had contact with anyone for an 

reason. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and on that basis alleges, that Defendants knew 

or should have known that NASSAR had engaged in unlawful sexually-related 

conduct in the past, and/or was continuing to engage in such conduct. Defendants had a duty to 

disclose these facts to AOGC Plaintiffs, their athletes or their athletes parents and others, but 

negligently and/or intentionally suppressed, concealed or failed to disclose this information. The 

duty to disclose this information arose by the special, trusting, confidential, fiduciary relationshi 

between Defendants and Plaintiff. 

60. AOGC Plaintiffs reliance on the promises and assurances was reasonable based 

on their having no reason to know of the sexual abuses of NASSAR. MSU, USAG and The 

USOC despite their knowledge of the abuses, systematically, concealed, omitted, deceived and 

misstated that NASSAR was no threat, thereby allowing him to continue abusing. 

61. Had AOGC Plaintiffs known of even the slightest allegation, they could have 

prevented their athletes from abuses, first and foremost. Second, and the source of AOGC 

Plaintiffs' damages herein, was that had AOGC Plaintiffs known of the abuses, they could have 

protected their own reputations and business by disassociating with NASSAR, MSU, and more 

importantly terminating the contract with USAG and The USOC. However, AOGC Plaintiffs 

were never told, or were told falsehoods and lies in order that MSU, USAG, and The so as to 

preserve their own public image and reputation, so they could retain students, faculty, staff, 

donors, clients, boosters, participants, members, and or the like, and acquire new students, 

faculty, staff, donors, clients, boosters, participants, members, and or the like, thus allowing 

donations and other financial support to continue flowing into their coffers for financial gain, an  •

also to avoid liability and damages to their reputations and the consequences finically associated 
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therewith. The failures to disclose in order to protect their own reputations and financial 

wellbeing were done at the expense of those like AOGC Plaintiffs who were the very backbone 

of USAG and The US Olympic Team, and who had dedicated their entire lives only to see it 

stolen away by one mans need for his own sexual gratification. 

62. AOGC Plaintiffs reasonable reliance based on their relationship with Defendants 

caused them extensive damages to their reputations and good will to the point that they may 

never recover to the point they were before the abuses and conspiracies began to unravel. The 

damages, according to proof, are far in excess of the $25,000.01 requirement for unlimited 

jurisdiction. 
63. According the statutes for Fraud, Deceit, and Intentional Misrepresentation, if 

proven, AOGC Plaintiffs would be entitled to punitive and or exemplary damages. Cal. Code. 

Civ. Proc ,S 3294 permits punitive and exemplary damages when Plaintiff can prove fraud, 

malice, or oppression. As here, Defendants are clearly liable for fraud, deceit and concealment, 

and should therefore be subject to punitive and exemplary damages in amount to be determined 

at trial. Cal. Code. Civ. Proc. 3294 states: (a) In an action for the breach of an obligation not 

arising from contract, where it is proven by clear and convincing evidence that the defendant has 

been guilty of oppression, fraud, or malice, the plaintiff, in addition to the actual damages, may 

recover damages for the sake of example and by way of punishing the defendant. (b) An 

employer shall not be liable for damages pursuant to subdivision (a), based upon acts of an 

employee of the employer, unless the employer had advance knowledge of the unfitness of the 

employee and employed him or her with a conscious disregard of the rights or safety of others or 

authorized or ratified the wrongful conduct for which the damages are awarded or was personally 

guilty of oppression, fraud, or malice. With respect to a corporate employer, the advance 

knowledge and conscious disregard, authorization, ratification or act of oppression, fraud, or 

malice must be on the part of an officer, director, or managing agent of the corporation." And 

there is no question each Defendant has satisfied both section a and section b and this is liable for 

punitive / exemplary damages. 

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

NEGLIGENCE 
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(By Plaintiffs against All Defendants and Each of Them, and Does 1. - 500) 

64. AOGC Plaintiffs hereby incorporate by this reference paragraphs 1 through 63 as 

though fully set forth herein here at and by this reference made a part hereof. 

65. MSU, USAG, and The USOC each owed a duty of care to AOGC Plaintiffs to 

properly report, investigate, prevent, and act, with regards to reports of sexual abuse in 

gymnastics, especially when it is alleged that one of their own employees, agents or assigns is 

potentially responsible for the abuses. The duty to report and disclose, so as to prevent further 

sexual abuse for each MSU, USAG, and The USOC were born out the law, the contractual 

relationships, the internal policies and the terms and conditions of each. Defendants had a duty 

to disclose facts to AOGC Plaintiffs, their athletes or their athletes' parents and others of 

NASSAR related sexual abuse reports, but negligently and/or intentionally suppressed, 

concealed or failed to disclose this information. The duty to disclose this information arose by 

the special, trusting, confidential, fiduciary relationship between Defendants and Plaintiff. 

66. Because of the relationship between Plaintiff and Defendants, Defendants had an 

obligation and duty under the law not to hide material facts and information about NASSAR's 

past, and his deviant sexual behavior and propensities. Additionally, Defendants had 

an affirmative duty to inform, warn, and institute appropriate protective measures to safeguard 

minors who were reasonably likely to come in contact with NASSAR. 

67. Each Defendant MSU, USAG and The USOC breached their duties on one or 

more occasions when they failed and refused to follow the law in place requiring reporting of 

sexual abuse of a minor and instead choose to cover up the crimes which is crime in and of itself. 

68. Defendants and each of them were a substantial factor in the damages to AOGC 

Plaintiffs. Each bearing some or all of the responsibility, in that, each had the same duty, each 

had the same or similar knowledge of the sexual abuses, and each failed, refused and or 

systematically covered up the abuses in an effort so as to preserve their own public image and 

reputation, so they could retain students, faculty, staff, donors, clients, boosters, participants, 

members, and or the like, and acquire new students, faculty, staff, donors, clients, boosters, 
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participants, members, and or the like, thus allowing donations and other financial support to 

continue flowing into their coffers for financial gain, and also to avoid liability and damages to 

their reputations and the consequences finically associated therewith. 

69. Each Defendant also owed a duty in hiring, supervising, training, educating, 

NASSAR. There is no doubt that each failed to properly vet, supervise, train, and or educate 

NASSAR which did result in the direct physical damages he caused to the underage females he 

sexual abused and the reputations and good will of MSU, USAG, The USOC, and AOGC 

Plaintiffs. 

70. Defendants and each of them acted to protect themselves, all the while sacrificing 

the reputations and physical and emotional well being of the children and their parents and 

coaches, such as AOGC Plaintiffs. Damages resulted; physical, emotion, and financial, and all of 

said were foreseeable. 

71. Defendants were each the substantial factor for their own breaches and the actual 

were proximate causes for each of the breaches as well as proximately and foreseeably 

responsible for the breaches of all of the other Defendants jointly and severally. Any of the 

Defendants had the opportunity to prevent these harms to AOGC Plaintiffs in equal degrees. Yet, 

each Defendant failed in full to report, investigate or attempt to prevent the abuses and damages, 

and thus are each liable to AOGC Plaintiffs for the damages suffered emotionally and financially 

to their person and reputations, good will and business now and in the future. 

FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

UNFAIR COMPETITON 

(BUSINESS & PROFESSIONS CODE § 17200) 

(By Plaintiffs against USAG, The USOC, and MSU and Each of Them and Does 1- 500) 
72. AOGC Plaintiffs hereby incorporate by this reference paragraphs 1 through 71 as 

though fully set forth herein here at and by this reference made a part hereof. 

73. Plaintiff is informed and believes and, on that basis, alleges that USAG, The 

USOC, and MSU have engaged in unlawful, unfair and deceptive business practices including 

allowing NASSAR to engage in repeated harassment of participants and members, including 
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AOGC Plaintiff's gymnasts and failing to take all reasonable steps to prevent harassment and 

abuse from occurring, and failing to notify AOGC Plaintiffs and others that the harassment was 

occurring. The unlawful, unfair and deceptive business practices also included failing to 

adequately investigate, vet, and evaluate individuals for employment with Defendants MSU, 

USAG, and The USOC, refusing to design, implement, and oversee policies regarding sexual 

harassment and abuse of children in a reasonable manner that is customary in similar educational 

environments. 

74. Plaintiff is informed and believes and, on that basis, alleges that USAG, The 

USOC, and MSU have engaged in unlawful, unfair and deceptive business practices including 

allowing concealing sexual harassment, abuse and/or molestation claims by participants and 

members, such as AOGC Plaintiffs gymnast, to preserve their own public image and reputation, 

so they could retain students, faculty, staff, donors, clients, boosters, participants, members, and 

or the like, and acquire new students, faculty, staff, donors, clients, boosters, participants, 

members, and or the like, thus allowing donations and other financial support to continue 

flowing into their coffers for financial gain, and also to avoid liability and damages to their 

reputations and the consequences finically associated therewith. And all the while, deny AOGC 

Plaintiffs and similarly situated parties the right to knowledge or rights to remove themselves an 

their gymnasts, and their reputation, good will. and finances of their own business. 

75. AOGC Plaintiffs are and believes and, on that basis, alleges that USAG, The 

USOC, and MSU have engaged in a common scheme, arrangement or plan to actively conceal 

allegations against sexual abusers like NASSAR, who were employees, agents, members, and/or 

participants at THE RANCH, run and controlled by USAG, and The USOC so USAG, The 

USOC and MSU, could maintain their public image, and avoid detection of such abuse and 

abusers. 

76. AOGC Plaintiffs are informed and believes and thereon alleges that Defendants 

MSU, USAG, and The USOC actively concealed these allegations, such that Defendants would 

be insulated from public scrutiny, governmental oversight, and/or investigation from various law 
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enforcement agencies, all done in order to maintain the false sense of safety for participants and 

their families and to perpetuate the program financially. 

77. AOGC Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon alleges that Defendants 

MSU, USAG, and The USOC benefitted financially to the detriment of its competitors, who had 

to comply with the law. 

78. AOGC Plaintiff seeks restitution for all amounts improperly obtained by MSU, 

USAG, and The USOC through the use of the above-mentioned unlawful business practices, as 

well as the disgorgement of all ill-gotten gains and restitution on behalf of AOGC Plaintiffs and 

all other similarly situated participants and members who were damaged. 

79. AOGC Plaintiff is entitled to recover reasonable attorneys' fees pursuant to the 

California Business and Professions Code and section 1021.5 of the California Code of Civil 

Procedure, and the Tort of Another Doctrine as well. 

80. AOGC Plaintiffs were damages in an amount in excess of 525,000.01 by this 

cause of action and or when taken with the other causes of action herein alleged. 

// 

// 

SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

CONSTRUCTIVE FRAUD 

(CIVIL CODE § 1573); 

(By Plaintiffs against USAG, The USOC, and MSU and Each of Them and Does 1 - 500) 
81. AOGC Plaintiffs hereby incorporate by this reference paragraphs 1 through 80 as 

though fully set forth herein here at and by this reference made a part hereof 

82. California Civil Code § 1573 (2016) states: 1573 Constructive Fraud - 

1. In any breach of duty which, without an actually fraudulent intent, gains an 

advantage to the person in fault, or any one claiming under him, by misleading another to 

his prejudice, or to the prejudice of any one claiming under him; or, 
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2. In any such act or omission as the law specially declares to be fraudulent, 

without respect to actual fraud. 

83. AOGC Plaintiffs are informed and believes and, on that basis, alleges that USAG, 

The USOC, and MSU have engaged i❑ unlawful, unfair and deceptive business practices. 

including allowing concealing sexual harassment, abuse and/or molestation claims by 

participants and members, such as AOGC Plaintiffs gymnast, to preserve their own public 

image and reputation, so as to preserve their own public image and reputation, so they could 

retain students, faculty, staff, donors, clients, boosters, participants, members, and or the like, 

and acquire new students, faculty, staff, donors, clients, boosters, participants, members, and or 

the like, thus allowing donations and other financial support to continue flowing into their 

coffers for financial gain, and also to avoid liability and damages to their reputations and the 

consequences finically associated therewith. 

84. All the while, MSU, USAG, and The USOC by and through their acts and 

omissions did deny AOGC Plaintiffs and similarly situated parties the right to knowledge or 

rights to remove themselves and their gymnasts, and their reputation, good will and finances of 

their own business or the avoid liability and damages to their reputations and the consequences 

finically associated therewith. They further denied AOGC Plaintiffs the ability to preserve, retain 

and or generate new students, faculty, staff, donors, clients, boosters, participants, members, and 

or the like, thus preventing them the ability to collect revenue, donations and other financial 

support to continue flowing into their coffers for financial gain. 

85. AOGC Plaintiffs were misled by MSU, USAG, and The USOC to their prejudice 

causing the emotional distress, loss and failure of their business, reputation, and good will. These 

damages when taken by themselves or combined with the other causes of action herein total in 

excess of $25,000.01. 

86. According the statutes for Fraud, Deceit, and Intentional Misrepresentation, if 

proven, AOGC Plaintiffs would be entitled to punitive and or exemplary damages. Cal. Code. 

Civ. Proc § 3294 permits punitive and exemplary damages when Plaintiff can prove fraud, 

malice, or oppression. As here, Defendants are clearly liable for fraud, deceit and concealment, 
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and should therefore be subject to punitive and exemplary damages in amount to be determined 

at trial. Cal. Code. Civ. Proc. § 3294 states: (a) In an action for the breach of an obligation not 

arising from contract, where it is proven by clear and convincing evidence that the defendant has 

been guilty of oppression, fraud, or malice, the plaintiff, in addition to the actual damages, may 

recover damages for the sake of example and by way of punishing the defendant. (b) An 

employer shall not be liable for damages pursuant to subdivision (a), based upon acts of an 

employee of the employer, unless the employer had advance knowledge of the unfitness of the 

employee and employed him or her with a conscious disregard of the rights or safety of others or 

authorized or ratified the wrongful conduct for which the damages are awarded or was personally 

guilty of oppression, fraud, or malice. With respect to a corporate employer, the advance 

knowledge and conscious disregard, authorization, ratification or act of oppression, fraud, or 

malice must be on the part of an officer, director, or managing agent of the corporation." And 

there is no question each Defendant has satisfied both section a and section b and this is liable for 

punitive / exemplary damages. 

SEVENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

NEGLIGENT INTERFERENCE WITH PERSPECTICE ECONOMIC ADVANTAGE 

(By Plaintiffs against NASSAR, USAG, The USOC, and MSU and Each of Them and Does 

1 500) 
87. AOGC Plaintiffs hereby incorporate by this reference paragraphs 1 through 86, 

excluding punitive damage paragraphs, as though fully set forth herein here at and by this 

reference made a part hereof. 

88. MSU, USAG, and The USOC each interfered in the relationship between AOGC 

Plaintiffs and at least two of AOGC Plaintiff's gymnast who were training to be and already 

were, among the best in the world, one of whom was an Olympic Gold Medalist. 

89. AOGC Plaintiffs and Jane LM Doe and at least one other gymnast were elite 

level, and trained at AOGC in Southern California. Having an Olympic Gold Medalist being 

trained by AOGC Plaintiffs was of huge economic value to AOGC Plaintiffs, and as a result 
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Plaintiffs did make and stood to make gain even more notoriety and financial success from the 

relationship with Jane LM Doe and at least one other gymnast. 

90. MSU, USAG, and The USOC were each a substantial factor in causing the harms 

to AOGC Plaintiffs. 

91. However, as a result of the sexual assaults by NASSAR which were known to 

occur and never reported or prevented by MSU, USAG, and The USOC, the relationship with 

those gymnasts was severed when Jane LM Doe filed suit against AOGC Plaintiffs, MSU, 

USAG et al in Federal Case 8:18-cv-1117-TLS-KES. MSU, USAG, and The USOC breached 

their duty to AOGC Plaintiffs to act with reasonable care as established above. Each knew of the 

relationship AOGC Plaintiffs had with their gymnasts and each engaged in wrongful conduct as 

described in the causes of action above, which did disrupt, and destroy completely, the trust and 

financial symbiosis, causing AOGC Plaintiffs irreparable damages in excess of $25,000.01 

EIGHTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

CONSPIRACY 

(By Plaintiffs against NASSAR, USAG, The USOC, and MSU and Each of Them and Does 

1 - 500) 
92. AOGC Plaintiffs hereby incorporate by this reference paragraphs 1 through 91, as 

though fully set forth herein here at and by this reference made a part hereof. 

93. AOGC Plaintiffs were harmed by MSU, USAG, and The USOC, in their pursuit 

of a systematic cover up of the alleged sexual abuse of NASSAR and others like him, in order to 

prevent financial harm and liability as well as damaging their reputations permanently, breached 

their contract with AOGC Plaintiffs and committed Fraud and Unfair Business Practices, 

Negligence and Concealment as well. 

94. MSU, USAG, and The USOC are all jointly and severally responsible for the 

harm because each was part of and acted in the furtherance of the conspiracy to defraud AOGC 

Plaintiffs, their gymnasts, parents, and others similarly situated with AOGC and the public. A 

conspiracy is an agreement by two or more persons to commit a wrongful act. Such an 

agreement was made here and was done so by the implied conduct of the parties. AOGC 
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Plaintiffs are informed and believe and thereon allege that each Defendant here planned to cover 

up, rather than report the original wrongdoing of NASSAR. It was this cover up that was the 

wrongful act to defraud and avoid liability that are the crux of this cause of action. 

95. A conspiracy may be inferred from circumstances, including the nature of the acts 

done, the relationships between each of the Defendants here and inferred by their contractual and 

financial obligations to one another. All of the Defendants had or have like interests in covering 

up sexual abuses so as to preserve their own public image and reputation, so they could retain 

students, faculty, staff, donors, clients, boosters, participants, members, and or the like, and 

acquire new students, faculty, staff, donors, clients, boosters, participants, members, and or the 

like, thus allowing donations and other financial support to continue flowing into their coffers for 

financial gain, and also to avoid liability and damages to their reputations and the consequences 

finically associated therewith, and thus all stand to and did benefit, at least for a time, from the 

conspiracy, sufficiently so to cause the damages described herein to AOGC Plaintiffs. 

96. AOGC Plaintiffs were damaged in an amount in excess of $25,000.01 by this 

cause of action alone and or when taken with the other causes of action herein alleged. 

97. According the statutes for Fraud, Deceit, and Intentional Misrepresentation, if 

proven, AOGC Plaintiffs would be entitled to punitive and or exemplary damages. Cal. Code. 

Civ. Proc § 3294 permits punitive and exemplary damages when Plaintiff can prove fraud, 

malice, or oppression. As here, Defendants are clearly liable for fraud, deceit and concealment, 

and should therefore be subject to punitive and exemplary damages in amount to be determined 

at trial. Cal. Code. Civ. Proc. § 3294 states: (a) In an action for the breach of an obligation not 

arising from contract, where it is prove❑ by clear and convincing evidence that the defendant has 

been guilty of oppression, fraud, or malice, the plaintiff, in addition to the actual damages, may 

recover damages for the sake of example and by way of punishing the defendant. (b) An 

employer shall not be liable for damages pursuant to subdivision (a), based upon acts of an 

employee of the employer, unless the employer had advance knowledge of the unfitness of the 

employee and employed him or her with a conscious disregard of the rights or safety of others or 

authorized or ratified the wrongful conduct for which the damages are awarded or was personally 

guilty of oppression, fraud, or malice. With respect to a corporate employer, the advance 
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knowledge and conscious disregard, authorization, ratification or act of oppression, fraud, or 

malice must be on the part of an officer, director, or managing agent of the corporation." And 

there is no question each Defendant has satisfied both section a and section b and this is liable for 

punitive / exemplary damages. 

NINTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

BREACH OF THE IMPLIED COVENANT OF GOOD FAITH AND FAIR DEALING 

(By Plaintiffs against USAG, and The USOC and Each of Them and Does 1 - 500) 
98. AOGC Plaintiffs hereby incorporate by this reference paragraphs 1 through 97, 

excluding punitive damage paragraphs, as though fully set forth herein here at and by this 

reference made a part hereof. 

99. AOGC Plaintiffs, entered into a membership agreement, which was a contract of 

adhesion, with USAG and thereby The USOC as well. AOGC Plaintiffs performed fully all of 

their obligations under the agreement and the law. They paid their fees and did not violate any 

other rules or regulations except those which were waived or excused. 

100. MSU, USAG, and The USOC all acted with fraudulent intent when they 

systematically ignored, failed to report, and covered up the wide spread sexual abuses and 

damages that their employee, NASSAR, was causing to the gymnasts. This naturally led to the 

crumbling of the relationship between athlete and gym when the case was filed against AOGC 

Plaintiffs which included them with the likes of NASSAR, MSU and USAG. The suit and 

allegations which AOGC Plaintiffs were demonstrated to be not responsible for, caused a 

substantial interference with AOGC Plaintiffs to enjoy the benefit of the bargain. 

101. The acts and omissions of the Defendants and each of them were all conduct that 

was tantamount to a failure to act fairly or in good faith. It seems quite obvious that for all of the 

reasons herein pled and incorporated into this cause of action by refence above, that there is no 

little doubt that the actions of each of the Defendants was unfair and in bad faith. 

102. USAG and thereby The USOC did interfere with all or some or one of the above 

described wrongful acts incorporated herein, and as a result AOGC Plaintiffs were damaged 

financially and emotionally in an amount in excess of $25,001.01 
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TENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

INDEMNIFICATION 

(By Plaintiffs against NASSAR, USAG, USOC, MSU and Each of Them and Does 1 - 500) 

103. AOGC Plaintiffs hereby incorporate by this reference paragraphs 1 through 102 

as though fully set forth herein here at and by this reference made a part hereof. 

104. AOGC Plaintiffs by and through the causes of action previously alleged herein 

have established that they were defrauded, deceived, distressed, damaged, and led to financial 

ruin by and through their forced association with USAG, and The USOC, NASSAR, and MSU. 

105. AOGC Plaintiffs, based on testimony from Jane LM Doe and others from the 

NASSAR case itself, were not stated to have caused, contributed, knew or otherwise been able to 

prevent the tortious conduct of any or all Defendants named herein, due to the widespread, 

systematic, intentional cover ups and failures to report the sexual abuses of NASSAR. Yet, 

AOGC Plaintiffs were forced to pay as part of a good faith settlement $1,000,000 for damages 

that were the result of the tort(s) of another, NASSAR, MSU, USAG, and The USOC and Does I 

- 500. 

106. As a result of the liability incurred by NASSAR, MSU, USAG, and The USOC, 

for breaches of the multiple duties imposed by law and contract, and due to AOGC Plaintiffs 

being unwittingly defrauded into to bring their athletes to NASSAR, the AOGC Plaintiffs were 

sued for liability and settled to avoid great excess risk. 

107. Defendants should now be ordered to indemnify and hold harmless, AOGC 

Plaintiffs for the acts and omissions of NASSAR, MSU, USAG and The USOC and for the full 

amounts of the $1,000,000 payments made on behalf of the AOGC Plaintiffs here who were all 

but defrauded into payment for acts and omissions not of their knowledge or making. 

Defendants, having known of the sexual assaults and systematically concealed and covered them 

up denying and depriving AOGC Plaintiffs of the ability to protect their gymnasts or their own 

reputations, good will and business. 

108. An action for contractual indemnity is based on a party's breach of duty under a 

contract, express or implied. West v. Superior Court, 27 Cal. App. 4th 1625, 1633 (1994). An 
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implied contractual indemnity claim, like a traditional equitable indemnity claim, is subject to 

the rule that a party's liability for equitable indemnity is based on its pro rata share of 

responsibility for the damages to the injured party. Prince v. Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 45 Cal. 

4th 1151, 1157 (2009). 

109. Cal. Civ. Code § 2775 states: An agreement to indemnify against the acts of a 

certain person, applies not only to his acts and their consequences, but also to those of his agents. 

Cal. Civ. Code § 2777 states: One who indemnifies another against an act to be done by the 

latter, is liable jointly with the person indemnified, and separately, to every perso❑ injured by 

such act. 

110. AOGC Plaintiffs were sued for alleged negligence. The suit which alleged that 

they were in some fashion responsible for Jane LM Doe's injuries, was later shown through 

testimony to be false. However, rather than risk exposure on a greater scale, AOGC Plaintiffs 

settled with Jane LM Doe for $1,000,000. 

111. AOGC Plaintiffs are now entitled to contractual and equitable indemnity from 

USOC for the portion or portions of the liability that they were charged with contributing, the 

$1,000,000.00. 

112. MSU, USAG, and The USOC also owed a duty of care in hiring, supervising, 

investigating, and reporting, which they and those of their agents, employees and assigns 

specifically tasked with hiring, supervising, investigating and reporting, NASSAR and the 

allegations made against him as early as the 1980s. Had MSU fulfilled any of its duties to its 

students, or the other under women of USAG, they would have not hired, failed to supervise, 

failed to investigate and continued to allow NASSAR continue his abuses. 

113. MSU, USAG, and The USOC further failed and breached its duties to investigate 

and/or report allegations of the sexual abuses of NASSAR, thereby allowing and permitting him 

to continue to abuse young and underage women for decades. As a result, at least one of AOGC 

Plaintiffs' gymnasts suffered extensive damages to her person and psyche. 

114. The result of the failures and derelictions of all of their duties of MSU, USAG, 

and The USOC have each resulted the unfounded and unproven liability to AOGC Plaintiffs' in 
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the Jane LM Doe matter filed under case number 8:18-cv-1117-JLS-KES. The total paid was 

$1,000,000 and was for the contractual and equitable and tortuous liabilities of one or more than 

one other Defendants named herein, and thus should be returned. 

115. AOGC Plaintiffs, by and through the doctrine of indemnity, contribution and tort 

of anther are entitled to reimbursement of the tendered $1,000,000 payment and attorney fees in 

an amount according to proof which AOGC Plaintiffs, who were then co-defendants with MSU, 

USAG, USOC and which were made or expended on their behalf

ELEVENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

TORT OF ANOTHER 

(By Plaintiffs against All Defendants and Each of Them and Does 1 - 500) 

116. Plaintiffs hereby incorporate by this reference paragraphs 1 through 115 as though 

fully set forth herein here at and by this reference made a part hereof. 

117. "Tort of Another" doctrine allow for the recovery of attorney's fees when a 

defendant has wrongfully caused the plaintiff to sue a third party. See Prentice v. North Am. 

Title Guaranty Corp., Alameda Div., 59 Cal. 2d 618, 620-21 (1963). See also Heckert v. 

MacDonald, 208 Cal. App. 3d 832 (1989). 

118. Pursuant the Tort of Another Doctrine AOGC Plaintiffs were forced by and 

through the multiple torts, violations of the code and breaches of contract caused by USAG, 

NASSAR, MSU, and The USOC, to file suit against Defendants and each them to vindicate their 

names and compensate them for their distress, loss of reputation and livelihood which was 

destroyed wholly, jointly, and/or in one part or another by each and every Defendant. 

119. AOGC Plaintiffs should be entitled to attorney fees in this matter should they be 

successful on any of their causes of action in amount in excess of $25,000.01. 

// 

// 

// 
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

1. Actual Damages; 

2. General Damages; 

3. Special Damages; 

4. Economic Loss; 

5. Punitive Damages / Exemplary Damages - (Cal.Civ.Code Sec 3294) 

6. Incidental and Consequential Damages; 

7. Attorney's Fees pursuant to The Tort of Another Doctrine (Prentice v. North Amer. Title 

Guar. Corp. (1963) 59 Ca1.2d 618,620-21, see also De La How v. Slim's Gun Shop, 80 

Cal.App.3d Supp. 6, 7-8, 10 (1978)); 

8. Costs of suit; 

9. All other relief as the Court sees just and reasonable; 

DATED: November 1, 2018 THE LAW OFFIC Y ACKERMAN 

'trey D. Ackerman 

Attorney for AOGC OLYMPIA 
GYMNASTIC CENTER, ARTUR 
AKOPYAN, and GALINA MARINOVA 
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF OKLAHOMA COUNTY 
STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

ASHLEY DAVIS & 
SHELBY KANALY, 
Plaintiffs 
v. 
EDWARD GERALD SPINELLI; 
CHAMPIONS UNLIMITED 
GYMNASTICS TRAINING CENTER, 
L.L.C.; 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
GYMNASTICS, INC.; 
JOHN DOES 1-5; 
Defendants . 

CASE NO. 

Attorneys' Lien Claim u" 2°  1 8  CM2 3900 

Jury Trial Demanded 

SUMMONS 

TO: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA GYMNASTICS, INC. 

You have been sued by the above-named plaintiffs, and you are directed to file a 
written answer to the attached petition in the court at the above address within twenty 
(2o) days after service of this summons upon you, exclusive of the day of service. Within 
the same time, a copy of your answer must be delivered or mailed to the attorney for the 
plaintiff. 

Unless you answer the petition with in the time stated judgment will be rendered 
against you with c is of the action. 

Issued this  ay of 

(seal) 

Attorney for Plaintiffs: 
A Laurie Koller, OBA#16857 
320 South Boston, Ste 1130 
Tulsa, OK 74103 
918.216.9596 

COUNTY DISTRICT COURT CLERK 

Deputy Court Clerk 

This summons was served on , 2018 
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YOU MAY SEEK THE ADVICE OF AN ATTORNEY ON ANY MATTER CONNECTED 
WITH THIS SUIT OR YOUR ANSWER. SUCH ATTORNEY SHOULD BE CONSULTED 
IMMEDIATELY SO THAT AN ANSWER MAY BE FILED WITHIN THE TIME LIMIT 
STATED IN THE SUMMONS 
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF OKLAHOMA COUNTY 
STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

ASHLEY DAVIS & 
SHELBY KANALY, 
Plaintiffs 
v. 
EDWARD GERALD SPINELLI; 
CHAMPIONS UNLIMITED 
GYMNASTICS TRAINING CENTER, 
L.L.C.; 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
GYMNASTICS, INC.; 
JOHN DOES 1-5; 
Defendants . 

) 
) CASE NO. 
) 
) 
) Attorneys' Lien Claimed 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) Jury Trial Demanded 
) 
) 

Ph11110N 

FILED IN DISTRICT COURT 
OKLAHOMA COUNTY 

JUL 1 9 2018 

RICK 
RT 
WARRECLERKN 

COU 
34 

0J -2018-39H 

TREVOR S. PEMBERTON 

COME NOW the Plaintiffs, Ashley Davis and Shelby Kanaly, by and 

through their attorney, Laurie Koller, and for their causes of action state as 

follows: 

PARTIES & JURISDICTION 

1. ASHLEY DAVIS is an adult living in Texas. 

2. SHELBY KANALY is an adult living in Washington. 

3. On information & belief, EDWARD GERALD SPINELLI lives in Oklahoma County, 

Oklahoma. He was a gymnastics coach at all relevant times herein. 

4. CHAMPIONS UNLIMITED GYMNASTICS TRAINING CENTER, L.L.C. was the 

gymnastics training center run by Defendant Spinelli. 

5. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA GYMNASTICS (hereinafter "USAG") was and 

continues to be an organization incorporated in Indiana, authorized to conduct 

business and conducting business throughout the United States, including but not 

limited to Oklahoma. 

1 
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6. JOHN DOES 1-5 are other agents, representatives, employees of USAG and/or 

USAG-sanctioned gymnastics coaches who may have had knowledge of the abuse. 

Their identities are unknown to the Plaintiffs at this time. 

7. Most of the actions giving rise to this Petition occurred in Oklahoma. Some of the 

actions occurred in other states, including Texas and Colorado. 

8. Jurisdiction and venue are therefore appropriate in this Court. 

BACKGROUND FACTS 

9. This is a civil action for equitable and monetary relief for injuries sustained by 

Plaintiffs as a result of the acts, conduct, and omissions of Edward Gerald Spinelli 

(hereinafter "Spinelli"), Champions Unlimited Gymnastics Training Center 

(hereinafter "Champions"), and USA Gymnastics, Inc. (hereinafter "USAG") and 

others unknown at this time, and their agents, employees, and/or representatives 

relating to sexual assault, abuse, molestation, and harassment by Spinelli on the 

Plaintiffs when they were minors. 

10. During the 1990s, Plaintiffs were competitive gymnasts living in Oklahoma. 

ii. Beginning in Fall 1993, Shelby Kanaly joined the Champions gym owned and run 

by Spinelli. At this time, Plaintiff Kanaly was 9 years old. 

12. Beginning in approximately July 1996, Ashley Davis joined the Champions gym 

owned and run by Spinelli. At this time, Plaintiff Davis was 11 years old. 

13. Plaintiffs and their parents had no reason to suspect that Spinelli was anything 

other than a competent and professional gymnastics coach. 

14. Defendant Spinelli impressed upon and convinced the Plaintiffs and their families 

that each of the Plaintiffs was gifted and talented in gymnastics and needed special 

2 
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attention from Defendant Spinelli to polish their skills and enhance their chances 

of one day competing at the Olympic level. 

15. In furtherance of this goal, Defendant Spinelli would require the Plaintiffs to be 

weighed and measured frequently. 

16. Defendant Spinelli would often require Plaintiff Davis to be mostly nude during 

these weigh & measure sessions. 

17. While Plaintiff Davis was mostly nude, Defendant Spinelli would take photographs 

of Plaintiff Davis. 

18. Additionally, during these sessions, Defendant Spinelli would physically molest 

the Plaintiffs by touching their private areas. Additional details about the nature of 

this molestation is known to the Plaintiffs and Defendant Spinelli and can be 

provided in a less public forum. 

19. Throughout the Plaintiffs' time in Defendant Spinelli's gym, Defendant Spinelli 

singled them out for "special" attention, showered them with gifts, and sent them 

cards with professions of love and other emotions inappropriate for an adult to 

express to someone else's child. 

2o.Defendant Spinelli would require intense, frequent workouts of the Plaintiffs 

which would regularly result in injury. 

21. While injured, Defendant Spinelli would insist on providing "therapy" to the 

Plaintiff Kanaly. 

22. During these "therapy" sessions, Defendant Spinelli sexually assaulted and 

molested the Plaintiff Kanaly. Additional details about the nature of this assault 

and molestation is known to the Plaintiff and Defendant Spinelli and can be 

provided in a less public forum. 
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23. At various times, while driving his car, Defendant Spinelli would require a Plaintiff 

to sit on his lap. 

24. On one occasion, Defendant Spinelli took Plaintiff Kanaly to his apartment. At this 

time, Defendant Spinelli exposed the Plaintiff to photographs of pornography, 

believed to be of adults. 

25. During the time that Plaintiffs were athletes at Champions, Tammy Biggs was a 

member of the USA Gymnastics — National Team Coaching Staff and had a role 

with TOPS, USAG's talent identification program. Additionally, Ms. Biggs 

participated in youth gymnasts' activities at the Karoli Ranch. 

26. Ms. Biggs came to Champions to choreograph the Plaintiffs gymnastics' routines. 

27. While present at Champions, it is believed that Ms. Biggs observed Defendant 

Spinelli remove the Plaintiffs, then minors, to a "private" area which was 

unnecessary for the activity going on. While in this private area, Defendant Spinelli 

abused the Plaintiffs. Ms. Biggs knew or should have known that Defendant 

Spinelli's conduct was at the least suspicious and likely abusive. 

28.0n information and belief, Ms. Biggs took no action to report Defendant Spinelli. 

29. Plaintiff Kanaly stopped attending Champions on approximately April 3rd, 1997. 

At this time she was 12. 

30. Plaintiff Davis stopped attending Champions in September 1997. 

31. In or around 2009, Plaintiff Davis reported Defendant Spinelli and several other 

coaches to USAG and to Jan Eyman, a person affiliated with USAG. On 

information and belief, Ms. Eyman was the Director of Safety & Education and a 

Regional Chair of USAG at this time. 
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32. Additional reports about this abuse were made to USAG by Carol van Beizen and 

Debbie Bonds. 

33. USAG was told that Defendant Spinelli was isolating Plaintiff Davis to measure and 

obsessively weigh her. The report was about eating disorder encouragement, 

mental and physical abuse. Sexual abuse was not disclosed at that time as Plaintiff 

Davis had repressed memories of the nature of this abuse. 

34. Rather than investigating the issues, USAG's response was to tell Plaintiff Davis 

not to go ruining someone's career over things done to her as a child. 

35. In 2017, national news stories regarding Larry Nassar and USAG were published 

regarding complaints of sexual abuse within the field of gymnastics. 

36. These stories triggered the Plaintiffs to have to confront the abuse they had 

suffered when they were minors. 

37. Plaintiffs have been forced to relive the trauma of the sexual assaults. 

38. Plaintiffs' memories of the events that occurred to them were triggered by the 

national media coverage of other similar events. 

39. In mid-December 2016, Larry Nassar was indicted, arrested, and charged in 

Federal Court in Grand Rapids, Michigan on charges of possession of child 

pornography and receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography. 

40.A rationale for Defendant Spinelli's obsessive photographing of Plaintiff Davis 

mostly nude while she was a minor became apparent to Plaintiff Davis as a result 

of the national media focus on other incidents of child abuse and child 

pornography within the gymnastics world. 
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COUNT ONE. NEGLIGENCE 

41. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

42. All Defendants owed Plaintiffs a duty of ordinary care to ensure their safety and 

freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with their 

employees, representatives and/or agents. 

43. By seeking gymnastics training from Defendant Spinelli in his capacity as an 

employee, agent, and/or representative of Champions Gym and a USAG coach, a 

special, confidential, and fiduciary relationship between Plaintiffs and Defendant 

Spinelli was created, resulting in Defendant Spinelli owing Plaintiffs a duty to use 

ordinary care. 

44. The failure of Champions Gym and USAG to adequately train and supervise 

Defendant Spinelli breached the duty of ordinary care. 

45• The Defendants should have known of the foreseeability of sexual abuse with 

respect to youth sports. 

46.The Defendants' failure to properly investigate, address, and remedy complaints 

regarding Defendant Spinelli's conduct was a breach of ordinary care. 

47. Defendant Spinelli's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting 

Plaintiffs in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of 

Champions gym and USAG was a breach of the duty to use ordinary care. 

48-As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants' conduct, actions and/or 

inactions, Plaintiffs suffered mental, emotional and physical injury as more fully 

described below. Plaintiffs suffered and continue to suffer pain of mind and body, 
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shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and 

enjoyment of life, and were prevented and will continue to be prevented from 

performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and 

have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity 

COUNT TWO. VICARIOUS LIABILITY 

49. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

50. Vicarious liability is indirect responsibility imposed by operation of law where an 

employer is bound to keep its employees within their proper bounds and is 

responsible if it fails to do so. 

51. Vicarious liability essentially creates agency between the principal and its agent, 

so that the principal is held to have done what the agent has done. 

52. Champions and USAG employed and/or held Defendant Spinelli to be its agent 

and/or representative during the relevant times. 

53. Champions and USAG are vicariously liable for the actions of Defendant Spinelli 

as described above that were performed during the course of his employment, 

representation, and/or agency with the Defendants and while he had unfettered 

access to young female athletes. 

54.As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant Spinelli's actions carried out in 

the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of Champions and 

USAG, Plaintiffs suffered damages as set out below. 

COUNT THREE. NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO 
TRAIN OR EDUCATE 
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55. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

56. USAG breached their duty to take reasonable protective measures to protect 

Plaintiffs and other minors from the risk of childhood sexual abuse and/or sexual 

assault by Defendant Spinelli, such as the failure to properly train or educate 

Plaintiffs and other individuals (including minors) about how to avoid such a 

risk. 

57. USAG failed to implement reasonable safeguards to: 

a. Prevent acts of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by Defendant 

Spinelli; 

b. Avoid placing Defendant Spinelli in positions where he would be in 

unsupervised contact and interaction with Plaintiffs and other young 

athletes. 

58.As a direct and/or proximate result of USAG's negligent failure to train or 

educate, Plaintiffs suffered damages as set out more fully below. 

COUNT FOUR. INTENTIONAL INFLICTION 
OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 

59. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

6o.Champions held itself out as a reputable gymnastics training facility. Defendant 

Spinelli held himself out as a qualified gymnastics coach for young female 

athletes. 

6i. Defendant Spinelli's sexual assault, abuse, molestation of children, 

photographing Plaintiff Davis mostly nude, and exposing Plaintiff Kanaly to 
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pornography was extreme and outrageous. The acts done by Spinelli transcended 

all bounds of civilized society. 

62.As a result of Spinelli's actions, the Plaintiffs suffered damages as more fully set 

forth below. 

COUNT FIVE. GROSS NEGLIGENCE 

63. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

64. Defendant USAG owed Plaintiffs a duty to use due care to ensure their safety and 

freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with their 

employees, representatives, and/or agents. 

65. The above-named Plaintiffs are or were members of USAG, participated in USAG 

sanctioned events, and were knowledgeable of Defendant Spinelli through USAG 

affiliations. 

66. Defendant Spinelli owed Plaintiffs a duty to use due care in his capacity as an 

employee, representative, and/or agent of Defendant USAG. 

67. Defendant USAG's failure to adequately supervise Defendant Spinelli was so 

reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury 

would result to Plaintiffs. 

68.Defendant Spinelli's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting 

Plaintiffs under the guise of providing gymnastics training as an employee, 

representative, and/or agent of Defendant USAG was so reckless as to 

demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to 

Plaintiffs. 
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69. Defendant USAG's conduct demonstrated a willful disregard for necessary 

precautions to reasonably protect Plaintiffs safety. 

70. Defendant USAG's conduct as described above, demonstrated a willful disregard 

for substantial risks to Plaintiffs. 

71. Defendant USAG breached duties owed to Plaintiffs and was grossly negligent 

when they conducted themselves by actions described above, failed to take action 

to prevent or stop sexual abuse in gymnastics and warning signs and reporting 

requirements. Said acts were committed with reckless disregard for Plaintiffs' 

health, safety, Constitutional and/or statutory rights, and with a substantial lack 

of concern as to whether an injury would result. 

72. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG'S actions and/or 

inactions, Plaintiffs suffered damages as more fully set forth below. 

COUNT SIX. BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY 

73. Defendants Champions, Spinelli and USAG entered into a fiduciary relationship 

with the Plaintiffs to act for or to give advice for the benefit of Plaintiffs upon 

matters within the scope of that relation. 

74. These Defendants breached the fiduciary duty owed to the Plaintiffs by failing to 

act or give advice to the benefit of the Plaintiffs. 

75. By holding himself out as a qualified, safe and fit servant of Champions and a 

USAG coach, Defendant Spinelli entered into a fiduciary relationship with the 

minor Plaintiffs as participants in his gymnastics training. Defendant Spinelli, 

however, took advantage of the position of trust placed in him and abused and 

exploited the minor Plaintiffs. 
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76. By holding themselves and their facilities out as safe places for children, by 

holding themselves out as being responsible for the supervision of all employees 

and responsible for the care of children in its programs, and by holding its 

employees out as being safe and fit to work with children, the Defendants 

Champions and USAG entered into a fiduciary relationship with the Plaintiffs. 

Defendants Champions and USAG held out Defendant Spinelli as a safe and 

trustworthy employee who was fit to work with children. 

77. Defendants Champions and USAG represented to parents and children, including 

the Plaintiffs, that these Defendants would act in the best of interests of those 

children. 

78. Defendants Champions and USAG breached its fiduciary relationship by failing 

to warn the Plaintiffs of Defendant Spinelli's dangerous and sexually predatory 

propensities towards children. 

79. The breach of the fiduciary duty owed by these Defendants to Plaintiffs resulted 

in damages as more fully set forth below. 

COUNT SEVEN. CHILD PORNOGRAPHY — FEDERAL 

80.18 U.S.C. 2255 provides for civil relief for any person who, while a minor, was a 

victim of violations of certain statutes. 

81.18 U.S.C. 2251, one of the statutes referenced in §2255, provides that it is illegal 

to have a minor engage in sexually explicit conduct for the purpose of 

photography. There was no legitimate reason for Defendant Spinelli to 

photograph the Plaintiff Davis mostly nude as a minor. 

82. Defendant Spinelli's actions were in violation of 18 U.S.C. 2251. 

83. Plaintiffs suffered injury as a result of the violation of this statute. 
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84. Plaintiff Davis did not understand that there was no legitimate purpose in the 

photographing of her mostly nude body while she was a child until learning of the 

sexual exploitation of other gymnasts in other settings which became apparent in 

late 2017. 

85. Plaintiffs are entitled to damages as more fully set forth below. 

COUNT EIGHT. INVASION OF PRIVACY 

86. Under Oklahoma law, the right of privacy is invaded by: 

(a) unreasonable intrusion upon the seclusion of another. 

(b) appropriation of the other's name or likeness. 

(c) unreasonable publicity given to the other's private life. 

(d) publicity that unreasonably places the other in a false light before the public. 

87. Defendant abused and molested both Plaintiffs when they were minors. 

88.The Plaintiffs did not, and were not legally capable of, consenting to this abuse or 

molestation. 

89..As young girls, the Plaintiffs had a reasonable expectation of privacy with respect 

to these most intimate and secluded matters — an expectation that was intruded 

upon by the Defendant. 

9o. By his acts, the Defendant committed an unauthorized intrusion into the 

Plaintiffs seclusion. 

91. The Plaintiffs suffered and continues to suffer ongoing damages as more fully set 

forth below. 

COUNT NINE. NEGLIGENCE PER SE AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

A. FAILURE TO REPORT ABUSE 
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92. Oklahoma statute loA O.S. §1-2-1m(B)(1) requires all Defendants to report 

suspected abuse of minors to the Oklahoma Department of Human Services 

("DHS"). This law imposes the legal duty that every person who has reason to 

believe that a child under the age of 18 is a victim of abuse must report the matter 

promptly to DHS. 

93. Defendant Champions was aware at all times of Defendant Spinelli's abuse of 

minors but took no action to stop it and did not report it. 

94. Defendant USAG was aware, through Ms. Biggs and possibly others and later in 

2009 from the report of Plaintiff Davis, of reports of abuse of minors by 

Defendant Spinelli but took no action to stop it and did not and refused to report 

it. 

95. The Plaintiffs are within the class of persons intended to be protected by this 

statute, and the injuries they suffered were the type to be prevented by the same. 

96. Defendants are therefore negligent per se to the Plaintiffs who were within the 

class of persons intended to be protected by this statute. 

B. CHILD ABUSE 

97. Oklahoma law provides that no person should willfully or maliciously engage in 

child abuse. Child abuse is defined as the willful or malicious harm or threatened 

harm or failure to protect from harm or threatened harm to the health, safety or 

welfare of a child under the age of i8. See, 21 O.S. 8 43.5. 

98.Defendant Spinelli's conduct directly harmed the health, safety and welfare of the 

minor Plaintiffs in his care. 

99. Defendant Champions was aware of Defendant Spinelli's conduct and failed to 

stop it. 
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loo. Defendant USAG knew or should have known of reports of Defendant 

Spinelli's conduct but took no action to investigate or remove him from contact 

with minor children. 

101. The Plaintiffs are within the class of persons intended to be protected by 

this statute, and the injuries they suffered were the type to be prevented by the 

same. 

102. The Plaintiffs were harmed by Defendant Spinelli's conduct that was in 

violation of the statute, and by the Defendants Champions failure to stop it. 

C. CHILD PORNOGRAPHY 

103. Pursuant to 21 O.S. § 1021 and §1022 it is a violation of statute for any 

person to willfully and knowingly procures or assist in exposing a person to the 

view of another for the purpose of sexual stimulation of the viewer. It is a 

violation of statute for a person to photograph any obscene material or child 

pornography or to make any type of obscene material or child pornography. It is 

a violation of statute for any person to aid a minor child to perform any of these 

acts. It is a violation of statute for any person to a minor child obscene material. 

104. Defendant Spinelli violated this statute by photographing the mostly nude 

body of the Plaintiff Davis while she was a minor and by displaying pornographic 

material to Plaintiff Kanaly while she was a minor. 

105. The Plaintiffs were harmed by this conduct as more fully set forth below. 

COUNT TEN. CIVIL CONSPIRACY 
AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

1o6. The Defendants, each of them, and other persons who may become known 

upon the completion of discovery, acted in concert to commit the unlawful acts 
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described above and which underlie the Plaintiffs' intentional infliction of 

emotional distress and assault and battery claims, as well as other unlawful acts 

and omissions acts in concert they committed against the minor Plaintiffs. 

107. The Defendants, each of them, and other persons who may become known 

upon the completion of discovery, were in agreement to inflict the 

aforementioned wrongs, and other unlawful acts and omissions known or will be 

revealed over the course of discovery. 

108. The Plaintiffs were damaged as a result of the foregoing acts and 

omissions. 

DAMAGES FOR ALL CLAIMS 

109. According to the United States Center for Disease Control (CDC), child 

abuse affects children immediately upon occurrence and into their future. These 

effects include: Improper brain development, impaired cognitive (learning 

ability) and socio-emotional (social and emotional) skills, lower language 

development, higher risk for heart, lung and liver diseases, obesity, cancer, high 

blood pressure, and high cholesterol, anxiety, and higher risks of smoking, 

alcoholism and drug abuse. Child abuse can also have a negative effect on the 

ability of to establish and maintain healthy intimate relationships in adulthood. 

110. The Plaintiffs have faced difficulties in school and work due to the known 

effects of child abuse. 

111. The Plaintiffs have received, and will receive in the future, counseling and 

other supportive services. 

112. The acts giving rise to this lawsuit directly caused Plaintiffs to suffer a 

variety of injuries including shock, humiliation, emotional distress and related 
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physical manifestations thereof, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, 

and loss of enjoyment of life. 

113. As a result of Defendant Spinelli's actions, Plaintiffs suffered emotional 

harm so severe that it disrupted their lives. 

114. As a result of the emotional harm from Defendant Spinelli's actions, 

Plaintiffs suffered physical harm including involuntary twitching, involuntary 

severe trembling, headaches, stomachaches and other manifestations. 

115. Plaintiffs emotional distress has given rise to the need for counseling, both 

past and future. 

116. Damages under 18 U.S.C. 2255 include liquidated damages in the amount 

of $150,000 and costs, including reasonable attorney's fees and other litigation 

costs reasonably incurred. This statute also provides for punitive damages. 

Plaintiff are entitled to these damages by virtue of the acts described herein. 

117. Plaintiffs requests damages against the Defendants for all damages 

allowed by applicable state and federal law, including attorneys' fees and costs 

and any other relief within the Court's jurisdiction appropriate to the proof, 

whether or not demanded. 

118. Pursuant to the general rules of pleading, OKLA. STAT. tit. 12, § 2008, 

Plaintiffs assert that the amount sought as damages for claims set forth herein is 

in excess of seventy-five thousand dollars ($75,000). 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiffs request that judgment be rendered against all Defendants 

in Plaintiffs' favor and any other relief this Court deems just and proper. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

KOLLER TRIAL LAW, PLLC 

By: 
A. Laurie Koller, OBA #16857 
320 South Boston, Ste 1130 
Tulsa, OK 74103 
laurie@kollertriallaw.com 
(918) 216-9596 
(918) 248-8238 Fax 
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 1 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 
MARCIA FREDERICK, individually, and ) 
on behalf of all others similarly situated, ) 
      ) 
 Plaintiffs,    ) 
      ) PLAINTIFF DEMANDS 
v.      ) TRIAL BY JURY 
      ) 
UNITED STATES OLYMPIC  ) CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT 
COMMITTEE, USA GYMNASTICS  ) BROUGHT UNDER THE  
(formerly known as the United States  ) PROTECTING YOUNG VICTIMS 
Gymnastics Federation), RICHARD   ) FROM SEXUAL ABUSE AND SAFE 
CARLSON, MURIEL GROSSFELD,  ) SPORT AUTHORIZATION ACT  
GEORGE WARD,    ) 
      )  
 Defendants.    ) 
 

 
CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

 
 

Comes now, Plaintiff MARCIA FREDERICK, on behalf of herself and all others similarly 

situated, by and through her attorneys, Andrus Wagstaff, PC and Andrus Anderson LLP, and for 

her causes of action against Defendants, alleges as follows: 

INTRODUCTION 

 This is an action in which Plaintiff, Marcia Frederick, a former Olympic gymnast, on 

behalf of herself and all others similarly situated, seeks relief and damages, statutory and 

otherwise, against Defendant United States of America Gymnastics (formerly known as United 

States Gymnastics Federation, hereinafter referred to as “USAG” or “USA Gymnastics”) and 

Defendant United States Olympic Committee, (“USOC”) (collectively referred to as “Class 

Defendants”) for violations of the Protecting Young Victims from Sexual Abuse and Safe Sport 
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Authorization Act of 2017, (the “Safe Sport Act”) by systemically failing to respond to and report 

suspected child abuse of amateur athletes to law enforcement.  

Plaintiff Frederick also brings this claim individually, seeking injunctive relief and 

compensation for personal injuries and damages suffered when she was repeatedly molested, 

sexually abused and assaulted while training and competing as a minor elite gymnast for the United 

States across the nation by Defendant Richard Carlson, (“Perpetrator Carlson”), an agent or 

employee of Defendant USAG, Defendant USOC, Defendant Muriel Grossfeld, (“Defendant 

Grossfeld”), and Defendant George Ward, (“Defendant Ward”).  

The abuse and assault occurred as a result of the negligence and failures of all Defendants 

and each and every Defendant is jointly liable. Despite having the power, authority and 

responsibility to act, Defendants failed Plaintiff Frederick and numerous others by showing 

deliberate indifference to assault and abuse of minors, fostering an environment of abusive activity 

towards gymnasts, failing to institute corrective measures to protect gymnasts from assault and 

abuse, failing to investigate, train, oversee, monitor and supervise employees and agents, including 

but not limited to Perpetrator Carlson, failing to respond to the complaints of sexual abuse, and/or 

actively defending and covering up abuse, all at the expense of Plaintiff Frederick and other class 

members. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

1. This Court has jurisdiction over Defendants based on diversity of citizenship and 

pursuant to the Class Action Fairness Act, 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(2).   

2. This Court also has federal question subject matter jurisdiction over this action 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331, 34 U.S.C. § 20341, et seq and (c)(9), and 18 U.S.C. § 2255, et seq. 
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3. The amount in controversy exceeds $75,000, exclusive of costs and interest and the 

Class claims exceed $5 million.  

4. This Court has supplemental jurisdiction over state law claims pursuant to 28 

U.S.C. § 1367 because the state law claims arise out of the same common nucleus of facts and are 

so closely related to the federal law claims as to form the same case or controversy under Article 

III of the U.S. Constitution. 

5. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendants as Defendants conducted 

substantial, continuous, and systematic business activities within this Commonwealth.  

6. Venue is proper in the District of Massachusetts pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391 

because Plaintiff is a resident of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and a substantial part of the 

events or omissions giving rise to claim occurred in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

7. Further, the Defendants have purposefully availed themselves of the benefits and 

the protections of the laws within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Defendants have had 

sufficient contact such that the exercise of jurisdiction would be consistent with the traditional 

notions of fair play and substantial justice. 

8. Plaintiff seeks relief that is within the jurisdictional limits of the Court.  

PARTIES 

9. Plaintiff Ms. Frederick is a former elite gymnast who is a resident and citizen of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

10. Perpetrator Richard Carlson is a former elite level gymnastics coach, who upon 

information and belief, resides and is a citizen of New York.  

11. Upon information and belief, Defendant Muriel Grossfeld, at all times mentioned 

herein, was and is a resident and citizen of Connecticut 
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12. Upon information and belief, Defendant George Ward, at all times mentioned 

herein, was and is a resident and citizen of Connecticut.  

13. Defendant USOC, at all times mentioned herein, was and is a federally-chartered 

nonprofit corporation, having its principal place of business in the State of Colorado and is 

headquartered in Colorado Springs, Colorado.  

14. Defendant USAG, at all times mentioned herein, was and is a business entity of 

form unknown, having its principal place of business in the State of Indiana.  

SUBSTANTIVE ALLEGATIONS  
 

USOC AND USAG’S OBLIGATION TO PROTECT YOUNG ATHLETES 
 

15. The USOC is a federally-chartered nonprofit corporation, which was reorganized 

by the Ted Stevens Amateur Sports Act, 36 U.S.C. §§220501, et seq. (“Ted Stevens Act”), 

originally enacted in 1978.  As described on its website, “[t]he USOC has two primary 

responsibilities in its oversight of Olympic and Paralympic sport in the United States.  The first is 

to generate resources in support of its mission, which is to help American athletes achieve 

sustained competitive excellence. The second is to ensure organizational resources are wisely and 

effectively used to that end.”  Furthermore, Defendant USOC claims that “USOC is committed to 

creating a safe and positive environment for athletes’ physical, emotional and social development 

and to ensuring that it promotes an environment free of misconduct.” 

16. The USOC is the governing body for all American Olympic teams.  Under the Ted 

Stevens Act, Defendant USOC has a mandatory obligation to ensure that before granting National 

Governing Bodies (“NGB”), including USAG, a sanction to host national or international events, 

“proper safety precautions have been taken to protect the personal welfare of the athletes.”  36 

U.S.C. §§220525(b)(4)(F).  The USOC has the power to decertify USAG and all associated clubs, 
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gyms, and teams.  Among other things, decertification would strip USAG of its ability to crown 

national champions and select Olympic teams.  

17. USAG is the National Governing Body for gymnastics in the United States, as 

designated and permitted by Defendant USOC under the Ted Stevens Act, and selects and trains 

the United States gymnastics teams for the Olympics and World Championships, promotes and 

develops gymnastics locally and nationally, and serves as a resource center for members, clubs, 

fans and gymnasts throughout the United States.  USAG has more than 174,000 athletes and 

professional members, more than 148,000 athletes registered in competitive programs, as well as 

more than 25,000 professional, instructor and club members.  Approximately 4,000 competitions 

and events throughout the United States are sanctioned annually by USAG.  

18. The USAG directly certifies and trains coaches for a fee, in part through USA 

Gymnastics University, an online training platform through which USAG provides courses, course 

material, and video training. 

19. The USAG collects a fee from gymnasts to be a USAG member and to compete in 

USAG-sanctioned competitions.  

20. The USAG sanctions gyms where gymnasts practice and compete.  For a fee and 

proposed compliance with just five USAG policies, a gym can become certified to train under the 

USAG banner. 

21. The USAG sponsors competitions in which members and gyms pay a fee to 

compete.  These competitions take place throughout the country, and gymnasts of a variety of ages 

and skill levels compete.  USAG was the primary entity owning, operating and controlling the 

activities and behavior of its certified, trained, and sanctioned professionals, members, and agents, 

including, but not limited to Defendant Grossfeld, Defendant Ward, and the Grossfeld’s American 
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Gold Gym (“GAG” or “GAG Gym”) owned and operated by Defendants Grossfeld and Ward and 

the certified head coach who committed the abuse described herein, Perpetrator Carlson. 

USOC AND USAG’S FAILURE TO PROTECT YOUNG ATHLETES AND THE 

PASSAGE OF THE SAFE SPORT ACT 

22. For decades, the USAG and the USOC have touted themselves as creating a 

positive and safe environment, including during the time Ms. Frederick was a gymnast.  In fact, 

USAG touts that “prior to almost all other National Governing Bodies, USA gymnastics has 

provided awareness, prevention and reporting information regarding sexual misconduct to 

professional members, member clubs, athlete members and their families.” 

23. Moreover, the bylaws of USAG, or similar bylaws previously enacted, were made 

in conformance with, and under the mandate of, Defendant USOC, and were intended to protect 

minor gymnasts, including Ms. Frederick, from sexual abuse, a known and foreseeable risk posed 

to minor athletes in amateur sports.  

24. The USOC similarly touts that it’s policies prevent “…USOC employees, coaches, 

contracted staff, volunteers, board members, committee and task force members, and other 

individuals working with athletes or other sport participants while at an OTC, whether or not they 

are employees of the USOC” and “…[a]thletes training and/or residing at a USOC Olympic 

Training Center” from engaging in sexually-abusive misconduct, including “child sexual abuse” 

and “sexual misconduct.”  USOC Safe Sport Policies, Section II(c).  USOC also has policies 

identify “grooming” behaviors, which it defines as, “…the most common strategy used by 

offenders to seduce their victims.” 

25. Despite their obligations under the Ted Stevens Act and their bylaws, rules, policies 

and procedures purporting to protect young athletes, Defendants USOC and USAG never ensured, 
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audited, or checked to confirm that these policies were properly implemented, enforced, or 

effective at detecting, preventing, and remedying abuse perpetrated by certified coaches and at 

sanctioned facilities.  Had Defendant USOC and USAG upheld their duties under federal law, the 

repeated sexual abuse suffered by Ms. Frederick and so many others could have been avoided. 

26. Indeed, the USAG and the USOC affirmatively allowed a culture of gymnast 

assault and abuse by its certified coaches to persist by taking overt acts to conceal the abuse and 

assault in the interest of protecting themselves and their criminal coaches, while simultaneously 

inflicting emotional and physical harm on countless young athletes who trusted that USOC and 

USAG would ensure their safety.   

27. The USAG and the USOC failed to protect their gymnasts, including Ms. Frederick, 

from perpetrators of abuse and assault. 

28. Defendant USOC expressly admitted its wrongdoing.  In January 2018, former 

USOC Chief Executive Officer Scott Blackmun issued an apology to victims, stating that USOC 

is “sorry you weren’t afforded a safe opportunity to pursue your sport dreams.  The Olympic family 

is among those that have failed you.” 

29. On January 31, 2018, amid public outcry and a threat by USOC to wholly decertify 

the organization, all 21 members of the board of directors for USAG resigned. 

30. The USAG and the USOC’s conduct has been so egregious and with utter disregard 

for young gymnasts, including Ms. Frederick, that Congress responded by enacting the Safe Sport 

Act in February 14, 2018, which was promulgated “to promote a safe environment in sports that 

is free from abuse, including emotional, physical, and sexual abuse, of any amateur athlete.” 

31. As of February 14, 2018, the Safe Sport Act mandates that USAG and the USOC, 

along with their agent coaches and members, report any assault or abuse to authorities within 24 
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hours.  The Safe Sport Act makes non-reporting assault or abuse a federal crime and imposes a 

significant fine, as well as other damages.  Additionally, under the Safe Sport Act, an independent 

body, the U.S. Center for Safe Sport (“Center for Safe Sport”), was created to adjudicate the sexual 

abuse cases in the Olympic Movement and other amateur athlete settings.   

32. There are 47 National Governing Bodies (“NGB”) of various amateur sports.  Of 

those NGB, eight (8) turned over a total of approximately twenty-five (25) cases to the Center for 

Safe Sport after its opening in March, 2017.  Only four (4) of the NGBs that had pending 

investigations declined to transfer them to the Center for Safe Sport, including USAG and Ms. 

Frederick’s case. 

33. The Center for Safe Sport has already received approximately 540 total reports 

across 38 different sports.  Thus far, those cases have led to 73 lifetime bans and continued 

investigations.  Unfortunately, Defendants USAG and USOC have failed and continue to fail to 

report countless other reports of assault and abuse to law enforcement as required, including Ms. 

Frederick’s case.  

34. The Safe Sport Act was enacted in direct response to the widespread reports of 

sexual abuse and assault at USAG and USOC sanctioned gyms, clubs and events, at the hands of 

USAG trained and certified coaches.  For decades, USAG and USOC have failed to protect young 

member athletes, including Ms. Frederick, from perpetrators of abuse and assault. And generations 

of young men and women have been forced to bury their abuse and leave the sport. 

35. In June 2018, the USAG was required to testify at Congressional hearings.  During 

those hearings, Steve Penny, Past President of USAG, pled the Fifth Amendment, refusing to 

answer any questions.  During that same hearing, Rhonda Faehn, former Director of the Women’s 
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program for USAG, testified that Penny told her not tell anyone about accusations of sexual assault 

and molestation of gymnasts.  

36. Although USOC has acknowledged its responsibility for allowing years of abuse, 

upon information and belief, to date, the USOC has not decertified the USAG.  The USAG still 

retains the power to appoint and control coaches, clubs, and athletes, despite USAG’s negligent 

conduct and ongoing violations of the Safe Sport Act.  

37. At all times relevant to Ms. Frederick’s repeated sexual abuse at the hands of 

Perpetrator Carlson, Defendants USOC and USAG, and others, were responsible for Ms. 

Frederick’s safety, supervision and well-being.  

CLASS ACTION ALLEGATIONS 

38. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

39. Plaintiff alleges violations of the Safe Sport Act on behalf of herself individually, 

and on behalf of the following class of other athletes similarly situated (herein after the “Class”): 

All current or former USAG-affiliated and/or USOC affiliated 
amateur athletes for whom the USAG, the USOC, and/or their agents 
and/or employees (“Class Defendants”) received information that the 
amateur athlete may have suffered an incident of child abuse, 
including sexual, emotional and/or physical abuse, and either (a) 
failed to report incidents occurring after February 14, 2018 to law 
enforcement authorities within 24 hours of learning of the incident, 
and/or (b) failed to report incidents occurring before February 14, 
2018 to law enforcement authorities, within 24 hours of the Congress 
enacting the Safe Sport Act.   

 
40. Plaintiff and the members of the Class: (a) were amateur athletes as defined under 

the Safe Sport Act1 at the time of the suspected abuse; (b) were amateur athletes for which Class 

                                                        
1 “‘Amateur Athlete’ means an athlete who meets the eligibility standards established by the national governing body 
or paraolympic sports organization for the sport in which the athlete competes.” 18 U.S.C. § 220501. 
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Defendants, as a covered individual2, learned facts that gave reason to suspect he/she suffered an 

incident of child abuse when the Class member was a minor and (c) were amateur athletes for 

which Class Defendants failed to make a report of the suspected abuse to a law enforcement agency 

within 24 hours, and/or by February 15, 2018 for incidents reported prior to enactment of the Safe 

Sport Act.  Plaintiff and Class members suffered a personal injury as a result of the failure to report 

the suspected abuse to a law enforcement agency.3  Plaintiff and Class members can be readily 

ascertained from Class Defendants’ own records.  

41. The proposed Class meets the requirements for certification pursuant to Federal 

Rule of Civil Procedure 23(a), as well as subsections (b)(3) and (c)(4), as described below. 

Numerosity  

42. On information and belief, the Class consists of hundreds of amateur athletes, too 

numerous to make joinder practicable.   

Common Questions of Law and Fact 

43. Numerous questions of law and fact common to the Plaintiff and the Class exist, 

including, without limitation: (a) whether Class Defendants unlawfully failed to report suspected 

abuse of Class Plaintiffs to law enforcement agencies; (b) whether Class Defendants failure to 

report violated the Safe Sport Act; (c) whether, in addition to actual damages, Class members  are 

entitled to liquidated damages in the amount of $150,000 each, as well as the cost of the action, 

including reasonable attorney’s fees and other litigation costs, and (d) whether the Class members 

are entitled to punitive damages and other preliminary and equitable relief.  

                                                        
2 “[T]he term ‘covered individual’ means an adult who is authorized, by a national governing body, a member of a 
national governing body, or an amateur sports organization that participates in the interstate or international amateur 
athletic competition, to interact with a minor or amateur athlete at an amateur sports organization facility or at any 
event sanctioned by a national governing body, a member of a national governing body, or such an amateur sports 
organization.”  34 U.S.C. § 20341(c)(9). 
3 See 18 U.S.C. § 2255.  
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44. The answers to these common questions will be the same for Plaintiff Frederick 

and all Class members and will establish liability under the Safe Sport Act.  

Typicality 

45. Plaintiff Frederick’s Safe Sport Act claims are typical of the claims of the Class.  

The relief sought by the Plaintiff Frederick for violation of the Safe Sport Act complained of herein 

is also typical of the relief sought on behalf of the Class. 

46. Like all members of the Class, Plaintiff Frederick was an amateur athlete for which 

Class Defendants learned of facts that gave rise to suspect that she had suffered an incident of child 

abuse during the liability period but failed to report those abuses to law enforcement within 24 

hours after the passage of the Safe Sport Act.  

Adequacy of Representation 

47. Plaintiff Frederick’s interests are co-extensive with those of the Class.  Plaintiff 

Frederick seeks remedies as provided for under the Safe Sport Act.  Plaintiff is willing and able to 

represent the Class fairly and vigorously.  

48. Plaintiff Frederick has retained counsel who are qualified, experienced, and able to 

conduct this litigation and to meet the time and fiscal demands required to litigate a class action of 

this size and complexity.  The combined interests, experience, and resources of Plaintiff’s counsel 

to litigate competently the individual and class claims at issue in this case satisfy the adequacy of 

representation requirement. 

Requirements of Rule 23(b)(2) 

49. Class Defendants have acted or refused to act on grounds that apply generally to 

the Class, so that final injunctive relief or corresponding declaratory relief is appropriate respecting 

the Class as a whole. 

Case 1:18-cv-11299   Document 1   Filed 06/20/18   Page 11 of 39Case 19-50012    Doc 134-3    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 68 of 131



 12 

50. Class Defendants have failed to report suspected child abuse to law enforcement 

agencies described herein. 

51. Class Defendants have acted, or failed to act, on grounds generally applicable to 

the Plaintiff Frederick and the Class by adopting and implementing systemic policies, practices, 

and procedures resulting in a failure to report suspected child abuse.  Failing to respond to and 

report suspected child abuse of amateur athletes to law enforcement are Class Defendants’ standard 

operating procedures rather than sporadic occurrences.   

52. Class Defendants’ systemic refusal to act on and report facts they learn that give 

reason to suspect of incidents of child abuse, have made appropriate the requested final injunctive 

and declaratory relief with respect to the Class as a whole. 

Requirements of Rule 23(b)(3) 

53. The common issues of fact and law affecting the claims of Plaintiff Frederick and 

the Class members predominate over any issues affecting only individual claims.  Core issues in 

the case that are amenable to classwide treatment include whether Class Defendants violated the 

Safe Sport Act by: (a) learning facts that give reason to suspect Plaintiff and other similarly situated 

Class members suffered an incident of abuse as a minor; and (b) unlawfully failing to report 

suspected abuse to law enforcement agencies when required to do so under the Safe Sport Act.  

54. Prosecution of these claims on a class-wide basis is the most efficient and 

economical means of resolving the questions of law and fact common to the claims of Plaintiff 

Frederick and the Class.  

55. Without class certification, the same evidence and issues would be subject to re-

litigation in a multitude of individual lawsuits with an attendant risk of inconsistent adjudications 
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and conflicting obligations.  Additionally, pursuing individual litigation would be prohibitively 

expensive. 

56. Certification of the Class is the most efficient and judicious means of presenting 

the evidence and arguments necessary to resolve such questions for and the Class, as well as for 

the Defendants.   

Requirements of Rule 23(c)(4) 

57. Plaintiff also meets the requirements of Rule 23(c)(4), because particular issues that 

are core to every Class members’ claim present common issues capable of class-wide resolution, 

which would advance the interests of the parties in an efficient manner.  These issues include, inter 

alia, whether Class Defendants were required to report Class member incidents upon passage of 

the Safe Sport Act and whether it failed to do so.  

PLAINTIFF FREDERICK’S ALLEGATIONS IN SUPPORT OF HER  

INDIVIDUAL SAFE SPORT VIOLATION  

 
58. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

59. Plaintiff Frederick filed a claim with the USAG related to the sexual abuse she 

suffered as an amateur athlete at the hands of her USAG certified Coach, Richard Carlson, while 

a minor, in or around 2015.  

60. After Ms. Frederick made her complaint to the USAG, the USAG and USOC 

learned facts that gave reason to suspect that she had suffered an incident of child abuse.  

61. As of the passing of the Safe Sport Act on February 14, 2018, the USAG and USOC 

were obligated to report the suspected child abuse that Ms. Frederick suffered to law enforcement 

within 24 hours, specifically by February 15, 2018.  
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62. The USAG and USOC failed to report the suspected child abuse of Ms. Frederick 

to law enforcement on February 15, 2018 and even as of the date of this filing, in direct violation 

of the Safe Sport Act.  

63. Ms. Frederick suffered personal injury as a result of the failure to report the 

suspected abuse to a law enforcement agency. 

64. The USAG and USOC are liable to Ms. Frederick for actual damages, liquidated 

damages in the amount of $150,000, the cost of the action, including reasonable attorney’s fees 

and other litigation costs, punitive damages and other preliminary and equitable relief. 

FAILURES OF DEFENDANTS RESULTING IN INJURY AND DAMAGES TO  

PLAINTIFF MARCIA FREDERICK  

 
65. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

66. In addition to her Safe Sports Act claims, Ms. Frederick has common law claims 

for injuries occurring before the Act was passed that are timely pursuant to MGL c. 206, s. 4C1/2.  

67. Ms. Frederick was an elite level gymnast and was the first American female 

gymnast to win a Gold medal at the World Gymnastics Championships.  She qualified for the 1980 

U.S. Women’s Olympic Gymnastics Team.  

68. Prior to qualifying for the 1980 Olympic Gymnastics Team, Ms. Frederick, at the 

age of thirteen (13) joined GAG, a USAG and USOC sanctioned facility, on or around 1975 to 

further her training in Gymnastics. 

69. GAG was formed by Defendants Grossfeld and Ward in 1968. 

70. Defendant Grossfeld is a retired United States gymnast and member of the U.S. 

Gymnastics Olympic team.  
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71. Defendant Ward was the common-law husband of Defendant Grossman.  Upon 

information and belief, he handled the finances for GAG, and had significant investments in the 

gym.  

72. GAG’s purpose was to train elite level gymnasts in order to prepare them for World 

Gymnastic Competitions such as the World Championships and the Olympics. 

73. GAG paid fees to and was sanctioned by the USAG and USOC.  

74. In order to accomplish their lofty goals of making the Olympic gymnastics team, 

GAG and its employees, particularly its coaches, were given complete control of the young 

gymnasts’ lives, including, but not limited to, training schedules, education, daily meals and even 

sleep schedules.   

75. Because of the rigorous training schedules required to become an elite gymnast, 

many gyms including both training and a dormitory that housed the young athletes.  The GAG 

facility was one such gym that provided housing, schooling and training for the minor athletes. 

During the pertinent years of this complaint, the GAG facility housed approximately 11 girls aged 

12-16 at a cost of several thousands of dollars per year. 

76. From 1975 to 1978, Ms. Frederick trained with GAG Coach, Don Peters, infamous 

former gymnastics coach later banned by USAG for allegations of sexual misconduct with minor 

gymnasts. 

77. In 1978, Don Peters’ employment was terminated by Defendant Grossfeld after an 

incident at the 1978 World Championship in Strasbourg, France. 

78. In or around late 1978, Defendant Grossfeld assigned Perpetrator Carlson, another 

USAG certified and trained coach, to be the new head coach of the GAG Gym and Ms. Frederick.  
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79. Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, and Perpetrator Carlson had direct and complete 

custody and control of the Ms. Frederick and were members and participants sanctioned and 

trained by Defendants USAG and USOC.   

80. Ms. Frederick was a participant and dues paying member of USAG and USOC. 

81. As a member and participant of USAG while Perpetrator Carlson was a USAG 

certified head coach, Ms. Frederick was under Perpetrator Carlson and Defendant Grossfeld’s 

direct supervision, control and care, which created a special, confidential, and fiduciary 

relationship between Ms. Frederick, her parents, and them.  Because of such relationship, 

Perpetrator Carlson and Defendant Grossfeld owed Plaintiff a special duty of care.  Additionally, 

as the employers and supervisors of Perpetrator Carlson, with knowledge that he was in contact 

with and providing care to children, Defendants USAG and USOC were also in a special, 

confidential, and fiduciary relationship with Ms. Frederick, owing her a duty of care. 

82. Perpetrator Carlson was hired by Defendant Grossfeld to coach at the GAG Gym 

and was Ms. Frederick’s head coach and during much of the time she lived in the GAG dorms.  

Perpetrator Carlson was a “dorm parent” who lived on the first floor of the housing facility. 

83. Throughout her time at the GAG Gym, Ms. Frederick lived in a single-occupancy 

dorm room on the second floor, while many other gymnasts lived with roommates. 

84. Perpetrator Carlson was charged with overseeing the minor gymnasts including Ms. 

Frederick within the housing facility, while at the gym and while on excursions and USAG and 

USOC competitions outside of the gym. 

85. Perpetrator Carlson was the team head coach of the GAG Gym, and a certified 

coach of USAG.  While a head coach and dorm parent at the GAG Gym, Perpetrator Carlson’s 

employment duties included coordinating the training and providing individual care and providing 
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for the physical needs and well-being of participants and members of USAG (and in accord with 

Defendants’ USAG and USOC policies, procedures, and mandates), and care including but not 

limited to treatment to participants and members of USAG, which included Ms. Frederick. 

86. Perpetrator Carlson commenced the process of grooming Ms. Frederick in late 

1978, when she was 15 years old. 

87. Plaintiff is informed and believes the Perpetrator Carlson’s physical and sexual 

abuse of Plaintiff commenced after the grooming of Ms. Frederick began, and occurred numerous 

times while Ms. Frederick was on the GAG Gym properties, while traveling for competitions and 

before and after competitive gymnastics meets from in or around 1978 through 1980.  Specifically, 

the Plaintiff was sexually abused by Perpetrator Carlson in Connecticut at the GAG Dormitories, 

located in Millford, Connecticut and at numerous locations around the country.  During this period, 

Ms. Frederick was a participant, member, and ward under the Perpetrator's Carlson and 

Defendants' direct supervision and control. 

88. Perpetrator Carlson used his position of authority, trust and confidence in an 

abusive manner to sexually assault, batter, molest, and harass Ms. Frederick over the course of his 

tenure as her coach. 

89. Based upon what was told to Ms. Frederick by the adults tasked to supervise her 

and the culture that USAG and USOC cultivated, and allowed to be cultivated, both in and out of 

the gym, Ms. Frederick believed she had to submit to Perpetrator Carlson’s sexual demands in 

order to continue training for the 1980 Olympics.  

90. In 1980, Ms. Frederick qualified for the U.S. Olympic team and attended the U.S. 

Gymnastics Olympic Training Camp in Colorado. 
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91. On or about March 21, 1980, after hearing of the U.S. boycott of the 1980 

Olympics, Ms. Frederick traveled directly to GAG and told Defendant Grossfeld about the abuse 

and molestation she was suffering at the hands of Perpetrator Carlson.  Ms. Frederick told 

Defendant Grossfeld where the abuse had occurred, describing with specificity what Defendant 

Carlson had forced her to do.   Defendant Grossfeld appeared visibly angry, but did not say 

anything on the subject. 

92. In approximately 1980, Ms. Frederick also disclosed the abuse to Defendant Ward 

who, like Defendant Grossfeld, took no actions to remedy the situation. 

93. Defendants Grossfeld and Ward resumed normal activities as if the report had not 

been made.  This inaction, coupled with Perpetrator Carlson’s continual remarks that the sexual 

acts were part of her training and were necessary to her gymnastics career and reaching her goals, 

caused Ms. Frederick to believe that the abuse was “normal.”  As a young gymnast, Ms. Frederick 

was lead to believe that enduring this pain was required because she had “to be close with her 

coach” in order to be the best gymnast and become an Olympian. 

94. In 1982, Ms. Frederick participated in the American Classic gymnastics 

competition, winning first place.  This was her last competition with Defendant Carlson.  She chose 

to forego the following 1984 Olympics because she was afraid to and physically could not continue 

training with Perpetrator Carlson and at the GAG Gym.  

95. At all times that Ms. Frederick was training and competing nationwide all 

Defendants, took care, custody and control of her and stood in loco parentis and had a duty to 

protect Ms. Frederick from danger, such as the abuse and molestation by Carlson, and to properly 

train, hire, monitor, oversee, investigate, remove and report Carlson; remedial action which they 

never took to protect Ms. Frederick. 
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96. At all times relevant to Ms. Frederick's repeated sexual abuse at the hands of 

Perpetrator Carlson, Defendants were responsible for Ms. Frederick's supervision.  Despite being 

the body responsible for Ms. Frederick's safety and well-being, Defendants provided no adequate 

or effective measures to ensure her protection from the risk of sexual abuse.  At all times relevant 

to Ms. Frederick's sexual abuse at the hands of Perpetrator Carlson, Defendants were responsible 

for Ms. Frederick's supervision.  Despite their responsibility for Ms. Frederick's safety and well-

being, Defendants provided no adequate or effective measures to ensure her protection from the 

risk of sexual abuse and now, they have compounded their misconduct by denying Ms. Frederick 

access to the forum that can fully and finally adjudicate the harm she endured for years.    

97. At all times pertinent hereto, including the years 1978 to 1981, Perpetrator Carlson 

was an employee, representative, and/or agent of Defendants acting under their control and 

supervision.  

98. At all times pertinent hereto, Perpetrator Carlson was employed by and/or an agent 

of Defendants serving in various positions, including but not limited to coach, head coach, 

traveling coach and dorm parent.  

99. While employed by Defendants, Perpetrator Carlson sexually assaulted, abused and 

molested Ms. Frederick by engaging in nonconsensual sexual assault, battery, molestation, and 

harassment, including but not limited to groping and forced sexual contact.   

100. Despite Ms. Frederick’s complaints to Defendant Grossfeld and Defendant Ward, 

her concerns and reports of abuse went unaddressed. 

101. Defendants had a duty to report allegations of Perpetrator Carlson’s inappropriate 

sexual conduct directed at Ms. Frederick to law enforcement.  All Defendants knew, or should 
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have known, of the abuse alleged herein, and did not report or sanction the abuser, their employee 

or agent. 

102. Defendants, and their employees, agents, and/or representatives, through planned 

artifice, attempted to prevent inquiry or escape investigation regarding the tortious acts of 

Perpetrator Carlson by hindering the acquirement of information and expressly misleading Ms. 

Frederick as described more fully in this Complaint.  

103. At all times material hereto, Perpetrator Carlson was under the direct supervision, 

management, agency and control of Defendants. 

104. By designating Perpetrator Carlson as a certified head coach team of GAG under 

the mandated and control of Defendants, all Defendants represented to the community and 

participants and members of USAG that Perpetrator Carlson was safe, trustworthy, and of high 

moral and ethical repute, such that parents of participants and members need not worry about 

having Perpetrator Carlson interact with, and provide care to their minor children.  Defendants did 

so in order to preserve their own public image and reputation, so they could retain past participants 

and members and recruit new participants and members, thus allowing donations and other 

financial support to continue flowing into their coffers for financial gain. 

105. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and on that basis, alleges that Defendants knew 

or should have known that sexually abusive staff, such as Perpetrator Carlson, were violating 

USOC and USAG policies, without enforcement or abatement, and were continually allowed to 

be in contact with minor children, such as Ms. Frederick.  

106. It was not until in or around 2000, that Defendant USOC created the Safe Sport 

program and issued a handbook detailing specific procedures for preventing sexual abuse of 

minors, and access to minors by sexual abusers.  Despite instituting this handbook and program, 

Case 1:18-cv-11299   Document 1   Filed 06/20/18   Page 20 of 39Case 19-50012    Doc 134-3    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 77 of 131



 21 

Defendant USOC maintained its course and culture of ignoring abuse, ignoring its internal policies 

and procedures, and placing minors in the way of danger. 

107. Plaintiff is informed and believes and on that basis, alleges Defendants knew of, or 

should have known of, Perpetrator Carlson’s propensity and disposition to engage in sexual 

misconduct with minors. 

108. Defendant failed to implement reasonable safeguards to avoid acts of unlawful 

sexual conduct by Perpetrator Carlson. Defendants ignored the sexual misconduct Perpetrator 

Carlson had engaged in, and concealed that information from Ms. Frederick’s family and law 

enforcement.  

109. Because of the relationship between Plaintiff and Defendants, Defendants had an 

obligation and duty under the law not to hide material facts and information about Perpetrator 

Carlson’s deviant sexual behavior and propensities.  Additionally, Defendants had an affirmative 

duty to inform, warn, monitor, oversee and institute appropriate protective measures to safeguard 

minors who were reasonably likely to come in contact with Perpetrator Carlson, including Ms. 

Frederick at the time.  Defendants refused to notify, give adequate warning, monitor, oversee and 

implement appropriate safeguards, thereby creating the peril that ultimately damaged Ms. 

Frederick. 

110. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and on that basis alleges, that prior to Ms. 

Frederick’s sexual abuse by Perpetrator Carlson, Defendants engaged in a pattern and practice of 

employing sexual abusers and molesters.  Defendants concealed these facts from participants and 

members, their parents, the gymnastics community, the public at large, other National Governing 

Bodies, the United States government, various local governments, and law enforcement agencies. 
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111. As is set forth herein, Defendants and each of them have failed to uphold numerous 

mandatory duties required of them by state and federal law, as well as their own internal written 

policies and procedures, including: 

a. Duty to use reasonable care to protect participants and members from known or 
foreseeable dangers; 

b. Duty to inform Ms. Frederick and her parents of the known risks to the health and 
well-being of their daughter while in USAG and/or USOC sponsored, authorized, 
and supervised programs, events and trainings; 

c. Duty to enact policies and procedures that are not in contravention of the Federal 
Civil Rights Act, section 1983 and the 14th amendment of the United States 
Constitution; 

d. Duty to protect participants and members and staff, and provide adequate 
supervision; 

e. Duty to ensure that any direction given to participants and members is lawful, and 

that adults act fairly, responsible and respectfully towards participants and 
members;  

f. Duty to properly train staff so that they are aware of their individual responsibility 
for creating and maintaining a safe environment; 

g. Duty to review the criminal history of applicants and current employees; 
h. Duty to monitor and oversee their staff, employees and agents, including Carlson; 
i. Duty to provide diligent supervision to minors;  
j. Duty to act promptly and diligently and not ignore or minimize problems; and 
g. Duty to report suspected incidents of child abuse and more specifically childhood 

sexual abuse;  
 

112. Defendants and each of them had and have a duty to protect participants and 

members, including Ms. Frederick.  Defendants were required to, and failed, to provide adequate 

training, supervision, monitoring and failed to be properly vigilant in seeing that training, 

supervision and monitoring was sufficient at USAG and USOC to ensure the safety of Ms. 

Frederick and others. 

113. Despite having a duty to do so, Defendants failed to adequately train and supervise 

all staff to create a positive and safe environment, specifically including training to perceive, report 

and stop inappropriate sexual conduct by other members of the staff, specifically including 

Perpetrator Carlson. 
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114. Defendants failed to enforce their own rules and regulations designed to protect the 

health and safety of the participants and members.  Further, they failed to adopt and implement 

safety measures, policies and procedures designed to protect minor children such as Ms. Frederick 

from the sexually exploitive and abusive acts of their agents and employees such as Perpetrator 

Carlson. 

115. Plaintiff is informed and believes and on that basis alleges that as part of 

Defendants' conspiratorial and fraudulent attempt to hide Perpetrator Carlson’s propensity to 

molest from public scrutiny and criminal investigation, Defendants implemented various measures 

designed to make molestation conduct harder to detect and ensure minors came into contact with 

molesters, such as Ms. Frederick, would be subject to abuse, including: 

a. Permitting Perpetrator Carlson to remain in a position of authority and trust after 
Defendants knew or should have known that he was a molester. 

b.  Allowing Perpetrator Carlson to be in an environment, at USAG and USOC 
authorized camps and events, including assigning him unfettered access and control 
over minor participants and members that included individual and private coaching 
sessions, access to minor’s private sleeping quarters without a chaperone, and 
allowing Perpetrator Carlson to physically and sexually interact with Ms. 
Frederick; 

c. Failing for decades to disclose Perpetrator Carlson’s sexual abuse, harassment and 
molestation and his propensity to commit such acts towards participants and 
members in USAG’s and USOC’s program, the public at large and law 
enforcement; 

d. Allowing Perpetrator Carlson’s unsupervised and un-controlled access to minors, 
including Ms. Frederick; 

e. Holding out Perpetrator Carlson to Ms. Frederick, other participants and members 
of USAG and USOC, and the public at large as a trustworthy and honest person of 
high ethical and moral repute who was capable and worthy of being granted 
unsupervised access to the children of USAG; 

f. Failing to investigate or otherwise confirm or deny such facts about Perpetrator 
Carlson; 

g. Failing for decades to inform, or concealing from Plaintiff and law enforcement 
officials the fact that Ms. Frederick has been abused, harassed and molested, after 
Defendants knew or should have known that Perpetrator Carlson may have sexually 
abused Ms. Frederick, thereby enabling Ms. Frederick to continue to be endangered 
and sexually abused, harassed, molested, and/or creating the circumstance where 
Ms. Frederick and others were subject to harm; 
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h. Holding out Perpetrator Carlson to Ms. Frederick and to the community as being in 
good standing and trustworthy; 

i. Cloaking Perpetrator Carlson’s sexual misconduct with the facade of normalcy, 
thereby disguising the nature of his sexual abuse and contact with Ms. Frederick; 

j. Failing to take reasonable steps and to implement reasonable safeguards to avoid 
acts of unlawful sexual conduct by Perpetrator Carlson such as avoiding placement 
of Perpetrator Carlson in functions or environments in which his solitary contact 
Ms. Frederick was inherent; 

k. Failing to put in place a system or procedure to supervise or monitor coaches, 
athletic trainers, and agents to insure they do not molest or abuse minors in 
Defendants' care; and 

m. Failing to implement any reasonable, meaningful, or adequate supervision policies, 
practices or procedures at the GAG, which would have prevented Perpetrator 
Carlson solitary access to minors, including the Plaintiff.    

 
116. By his position within the Defendants' institutions, Perpetrator Carlson attained a 

position of influence over Ms. Frederick, her parents, and others.  Defendants' conduct created a 

situation of peril that was not, and could not be appreciated by Ms. Frederick.  By virtue of 

Defendants' conspiratorial and fraudulent conduct, and in keeping with their intent to fail to 

disclose Perpetrator Carlson’s conduct from the community, the public at large and law 

enforcement, Defendants allowed Perpetrator Carlson to remain in a position of influence where 

his unsupervised or negligently supervised conduct with Ms. Frederick and minor participants and 

members made molestation and abuse possible. 

117. During the period Ms. Frederick was being sexually abused and harassed by 

Perpetrator Carlson, Defendants had the authority and ability to prevent such abuse by removing 

Perpetrator Carlson from his position as head coach at GAG, USAG and in his status with the 

USOC.  They failed to do so, allowing the abuse to occur and to continue unabated.  

118. Plaintiff is informed and believes and on that basis, alleges that this failure was a 

part of Defendants' conspiratorial plan and arrangement to conceal Perpetrator Carlson’s wrongful 

acts, to avoid and inhibit detection, to block public disclosure, to avoid scandal, to avoid the 

disclosure of their tolerance of child sexual molestation and abuse, to preserve a false appearance 
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of propriety, and to avoid investigation and action by public authority including law enforcement.  

Such actions were motivated by a desire to protect the reputation of Defendants and protect the 

monetary support of Defendants, while fostering an environment where such abuse could continue 

to occur. 

119. As a direct result of the sexual harassment and abuse that Ms. Frederick suffered 

by Perpetrator Carlson and Defendants’ failures, Ms. Frederick lost her chance to succeed as 

Olympic gymnast.  She has been traumatized by the sexual abuse, and upset of knowing that 

Defendants could have prevented or stopped such abuse had Defendants conveyed the appropriate 

information.  This inability to interact creates conflict with Ms. Frederick’s values of trust and 

confidence in others, and has caused Ms. Frederick substantial emotional distress, anxiety, 

nervousness and fear.  Ms. Frederick gets physically ill when reminded of the molestation and has 

difficulty with men in vulnerable situations and trusting men generally. 

120. As a direct result of this conduct, Ms. Frederick suffered immensely, including, but 

not limited to, encountering issues with a lack of trust, various negative psychological and 

emotional sequelae, depressive symptoms, anxiety, and nervousness.  This psychological trauma 

and association of her abuse with gymnastics cut Ms. Frederick’s gymnastics career short, as 

participating in gymnastics reminded her of the repeated sexual abuse that she suffered at the hands 

of Perpetrator Carlson, which she eventually suppressed as a survival mechanism.  Having been 

one of the most famous gymnasts in U.S. (and World) history, Ms. Frederick lost millions of 

dollars in economic damages, as a result of her sexual abuse at the hands of Perpetrator Carlson, 

and continues to suffer from such loss. 
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121. Moreover, Ms. Frederick continues to worry, distress, and experience concern, 

anxiety, and depression, over whether Perpetrator Carlson still has access to minors and could 

continue to sexually abuse and harass them, as no criminal action has taken place.  

122. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants' tortious acts, omissions, wrongful 

conduct and breaches of their duties, Ms. Frederick’s employment and professional development 

has been adversely affected.  She has lost wages, endorsements, and many financial opportunities 

in an amount to be determined at trial.  Ms. Frederick has suffered substantial economic injury, all 

to Ms. Frederick’s general, special and consequential damage in an amount to be proven at trial, 

but in no event less than the minimum jurisdictional amount of this Court. 

123. As a further direct and proximate result of Defendants' wrongful actions, as herein 

alleged, Ms. Frederick has been hurt in her health, strength and activity.  Ms. Frederick has 

sustained permanent and continuing injury to her nervous system and person, which has caused 

and continues to cause great mental, physical and nervous pain, suffering, fright, upset, grief, 

worry and shock in an amount according to proof at trial but in no event less than the jurisdictional 

minimum requirements of this Court. 

124. In subjecting Ms. Frederick to the wrongful conduct herein described, Defendants 

acted in gross negligence and disregard of Ms. Frederick’s rights, so as to constitute wrongful 

conduct and/or oppression.  

125. Ms. Frederick is informed and believes, and on that basis alleges, that specifically, 

the Defendants acted in concert, and under their authority as child care providers, with reckless 

disregard for the concern of the minor participants in its charge, including Ms. Frederick, in order 

to further financially benefit their respective business’ growth.  Defendants created an environment 

that harbored molesters, put the vulnerable minor participants, including Ms. Frederick, at-risk of 
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harm, ignored clear warning signs and their duties to report sexual abusers and molesters in their 

ranks, to maintain a façade of normalcy, in order to maintain its funding and provide further 

financial growth of USAG and USOC, on the international level.  The safety of the minor 

participants who were entrusted to USAG and represented as being protected through USOC 

procedures, was compromised due to Defendants’ desire to maintain the status quo of the USAG 

and USOC organizations, and avoid any public scrutiny for their misconduct.  

126. Ms. Frederick is informed, and on that basis alleges, that these acts, as alleged 

herein above, were ratified by the officers, directors, and/or managing agents of the Defendants. 

Ms. Frederick is therefore entitled to recover punitive damages, in an amount to be determined by 

the court, against Defendants. 

EQUITABLE TOLLING OF STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 

127. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs.  

128. Class members’ claims and Plaintiff Frederick’s individual claims for violations of 

the Safe Sport Act are timely under 18 U.S.C. § 2255(b). 

129. Plaintiff Frederick’s common law claims are timely under MGL c. 260, s. 4C1/2, 

as Ms. Frederick discovered that an emotional or psychological injury or condition was caused by 

the sexual assault she suffered as a result of the Defendants wrongful conduct in 2015 when she 

saw an online photograph of Perpetrator Carlson at a gymnastic competition involving young girls.  

At that time, the memories that she suppressed for many years came flooding back and Plaintiff 

Frederick finally realized over the next months that she was injured by her molestation.  

130. In addition, Defendants’ failure to report, document, or investigate the complaints 

against Perpetrator Carlson, and concealment of the sexually illicit conduct of Perpetrator Carlson, 
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constitute fraudulent concealment that equitably tolls any proffered statute of limitation that may 

otherwise bar the recovery sought by Ms. Frederick herein.   

131. Defendants are estopped from relying on any statute of limitations defense because 

they continued to refute and deny reports and allegations of sexual harassment and assault 

perpetrated by Perpetrator Carlson and intentionally concealed sexually illicit conduct, suppressed 

the complaints of Ms. Frederick, and failed to disclose known dangerous behaviors and serious 

increased risks to the Ms. Frederick.  

132. Defendants represented that Perpetrator Carlson was a competent coach and 

entrusted him with overseeing the safety and wellbeing of minor athletes, including Ms. Frederick, 

instead of upholding their duty to Ms. Frederick to protect her from harassment and abuse.  

133. At all relevant times, Defendants were under a continuing duty under federal law 

and parallel state laws to protect members and participants, including Ms. Frederick from 

harassment and abuse while under their care, and to disclose the true character, quality, and nature 

of their employees and/or agents.  

134. As a result of Defendants’ concealment of the true character, quality and nature of 

Perpetrator Carlson and his conduct, they are estopped from relying on any statute of limitations 

defense.  

135. Defendants furthered their fraudulent concealment through acts and omissions, 

including misrepresenting known dangers of sexual harassment and abuse and a continued and 

systematic failure to disclose and/or cover up such information from/to the members and 

participants, their parents, and the public.  
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136. Defendants’ acts and omissions, before, during, and/or after the act causing Ms. 

Frederick’ injury prevented her from discovering the injury or cause thereof until recently when 

suppressed memories were unrevealed.   

137. Defendants’ conduct, because it was purposely committed, was known or should 

have been known by them to be dangerous, heedless, reckless, and without regard to the 

consequences or the rights and safety of Ms. Frederick. 

138. The failure of USOC and USAG to take any meaningful action against Perpetrator 

Carlson and report his actions to law enforcement mirrors a larger pattern of willful ignorance and 

inaction by USOC and USAG.  

CAUSES OF ACTION 
 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 
VIOLATION OF THE SAFE SPORT ACT, 18 U.S.C. § 2255, et. seq. 

(By Plaintiff on Behalf of Herself and the Class Against the Class Defendants) 
 

139. Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporates by reference herein each and every allegation 

contained herein above as though fully set forth and brought in this cause of action. 

140. The Protecting Young Victims from Sexual Abuse and Safe Sport Authorization 

Act of 2017 (herein known as the “Safe Sport Act”) was written into law on or about February 14, 

2018. 

141. The Safe Sport Act amended the Ted Stevens Olympic and Amateur Sports Act to 

include among the purposes of the U.S. Olympic Committee to promote a safe environment in 

sports that is free from abuse, including emotional, physical and sexual abuse of any amateur 

athlete. 

142. The Safe Sport Act expands those who must do mandatory reporting of child abuse 

to include “an adult who is authorized, by a national governing body, a member of a national 
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governing body, or an amateur sports organization that participates in interstate or international 

amateur athletic competition, interact with a minor or amateur athlete at an amateur sports 

organization facility or at any event sanctioned by a NGB, a member of a NGB, or such amateur 

sports organization.”  

143. The report of child abuse must be done “as soon as possible” which within the 

statute means within a twenty-four (24) hour period. 

144. Defendants USAG and USOC became aware of reports that Plaintiff and Class 

members had been the victims of sexual abuse prior to or since the Safe Sport Act came into effect.  

For example, Defendants USAG and USOC learned facts that gave rise to a suspicion of 

Perpetrator Carlson’s sexual abuse of Ms. Frederick on September 12, 2015, when she filed her 

formal complaint with USAG.  

145. Neither USAG nor USOC complied with the mandatory reporting required by the 

Safe Sport Act and did not report the abuse to local law authorities. 

146. The Safe Sport Act was enacted to protect amateur athletes from serial predatory 

abusers who prey upon young and naïve athletes.  As the legislative intent is protect those athletes 

in the future who may become victims to the serially abuser, it is apparent the Safe Sport Act 

retroactively applies to all previously reported abuses and not simply those that occur after 

February 14, 2018.  

147. USAG and USOC have not reported Ms. Frederick’s abuse to authorities. 

148. Ms. Frederick is informed and believes, and on that basis alleges, that Defendants 

have failed to follow the mandate of timely reporting all of the claims to law enforcement within 

24 hours of learning facts that gave rise to the suspicion of abuse prior to the enactment of the Safe 

Sport Act on February 14, 2018.  
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149. As a result of the above-described conduct, Ms. Frederick and those similarly 

situated have suffered and continue to suffer great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress including embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem,  disgrace,  humiliations,  and  loss of enjoyment of life; has suffered and continues to suffer 

and was prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing daily activities and obtaining 

the full enjoyment of life; will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity, and/or has incurred 

and will continue to incur expenses for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and 

counseling. 

 
SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 

NEGLIGENCE 
(By Plaintiff Frederick, Individually, Against All Defendants) 

 
150. Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporates by reference herein each and every allegation 

contained herein above as though fully set forth and brought in this cause of action. 

151. Defendants owed a duty of care to hire, train, monitor, investigate and oversee its 

USAG/USOC certified and sanctioned coaches, including Perpetrator Carlson.  Defendants’ duties 

were increased because Perpetrator Carlson served as the “dorm parent” on behalf of the 

Defendants and was in a position of authority and power over Ms. Frederick.  

152. Ms. Frederick's care, welfare and physical custody was entrusted to Defendants. 

Defendants voluntarily accepted the entrusted care of Ms. Frederick. As such, Defendants owed 

Ms. Frederick, a minor child, a special duty of care that adults dealing with children owe to protect 

them from harm.   

153. Defendants had a duty to protect and warn arising from the special, trusting, 

confidential, and fiduciary relationship between Defendants and Ms. Frederick. 
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154. Prior to during the “grooming period” and after the first incident of the Perpetrator 

Carlson’s sexual harassment, molestation and abuse of Ms. Frederick, through the present, 

Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG, knew and/or should have known that the 

Perpetrator Carlson was capable of sexually abusing and harassing Ms. Frederick or other victims. 

155. Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG breached their duty to take 

reasonable protective measures to protect Plaintiff from the risk of childhood sexual harassment, 

molestation and abuse by the Perpetrator Carlson, by failing to supervise and stop employees and 

agents, including the Perpetrator Carlson, from committing wrongful sexual acts with minors, 

including Ms. Frederick. 

156. Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG breached their duties of care to the 

minor Plaintiff by allowing the Perpetrator Carlson to come into contact with Ms. Frederick and 

other participants and dues-paying members, without supervision; by failing to adequately hire, 

train, supervise and retain the Perpetrator Carlson whom they permitted and enabled to have access 

to Plaintiff; by concealing from Plaintiff, her family, and law enforcement that the Perpetrator 

Carlson was sexually harassing, molesting and abusing her; and by holding the Perpetrator Carlson 

out  to  Plaintiff and her family as  being of high moral  and  ethical  repute, in  good standing and 

trustworthy. 

157. Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG breached their duties to Plaintiff 

by failing to investigate facts of sexual abuse by the Perpetrator Carlson, which they knew or 

should have known about.  Defendants failed to reveal such facts of abuse to Plaintiff, her parents, 

the community and law enforcement agencies, and failed to reveal that they do not investigate and 

monitor their USAG/USOC certified coaches and dorm parents. Defendants also failed by placing 
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the Perpetrator Carlson into a position of trust and authority, holding him out to Plaintiff, her 

parents, and the public as being in good standing and trustworthy. 

158. Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG breached their duty to Plaintiff by 

failing to adequately train, monitor and supervise the Perpetrator Carlson and failing to prevent 

the Perpetrator Carlson from committing wrongful sexual acts with minors including Ms. 

Frederick. Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG knew or should have known of the 

Perpetrator’s Carlson grooming process and incapacity to serve as a USAG/USOC certified head 

coach, providing for the physical care and coaching of minor females, including Ms. Frederick. 

159. As a result of the above-described conduct, Ms. Frederick has suffered and 

continues to suffer great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations 

of emotional distress including embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace,  humiliations, and 

loss of enjoyment of life; has suffered and continues to suffer and was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; will 

sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity, and has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 

for therapy and counseling. 

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION  
NEGLIGENT SUPERVISION/RETENTION 

(By Plaintiff Frederick Individually, Against Defendants Grossfeld, Ward,  
USOC, and USAG) 

 
160. Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporates by reference herein each and every allegation 

contained herein above as though fully set forth and brought in this cause of action. 

161. By virtue of Ms. Frederick's special relationship with Defendant Grossfeld, Ward, 

USOC and USAG, and Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG's relation to the 

Perpetrator Carlson, they owed Plaintiff a duty to provide reasonable supervision and oversight of 

USAG/USOC certified and sanctioned coach CARLSON, to use reasonable care in investigating 
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the Perpetrator Carlson’s background, and to provide adequate oversight of Perpetrator Carlson’s 

dangerous propensities and unfitness.  As organizations and individuals responsible for, and as 

representatives of Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG, where many of the participants 

and dues-paying members thereof are vulnerable minors, like Plaintiff Frederick, entrusted to these 

Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG, these Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and 

USAG’s agents expressly and implicitly represented that certified coaches and staff, including the 

Perpetrator Carlson, were not a sexual threat to children and others who would fall under 

Perpetrator Carlson’s influence, control, direction, and care. 

162. Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG, by and through their respective 

agents, servants and employees, knew or should have known if they properly investigated, 

supervised and monitored Carlson, of the Perpetrator Carlson’s exploitive and inappropriate 

propensities and that Perpetrator Carlson was an unfit agent. 

163. Despite such knowledge, Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG 

negligently failed to supervise and monitor Perpetrator Carlson in his position of trust and authority 

as a USAG/USOC certified head coach, authority figure over children, and dorm parent, where he 

was able to commit wrongful acts of sexual misconduct against Ms. Frederick. 

164. Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG failed to provide reasonable 

supervision and monitoring of the Perpetrator Carlson, failed to use reasonable care in 

investigating Perpetrator Carlson, and failed to ascertain his dangerous propensities and unfitness.  

165. Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG further failed to take reasonable 

steps to ensure the safety of minors, including Ms. Frederick from sexual harassment, molestation, 

and abuse. 
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166. At no time during the periods of time alleged did Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, 

USOC and USAG have in place a reasonable system or procedure to train, investigate, supervise 

and monitor the certified head coach or staff, including the Perpetrator Carlson, to prevent pre-

sexual grooming and sexual harassment, molestation and abuse of children, nor did they implement 

a system or procedure to oversee or monitor conduct toward minors and others in Defendants 

Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG’s care. 

167. Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG were aware or should have been 

aware of how vulnerable children were to sexual harassment, molestation and abuse by teachers, 

coaches and other persons of authority within Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG’s 

entities.  

168. Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG were put on notice, knew and/or 

should have known that the Perpetrator Carlson was engaging in unlawful sexual conduct with 

Ms. Frederick, and had committed other misconduct for his own personal sexual gratification, and 

that it was foreseeable that he was engaging, or would engage in sexual activities with Plaintiff, 

and others, under the cloak of the authority, confidence, and trust, bestowed upon him through 

Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG. 

169. Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG were placed on actual or 

constructive notice that the Perpetrator Carlson had molested participants and dues paying 

member, Plaintiff Frederick, during his employment with Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and 

USAG. 

170. Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG should have been informed of 

molestations of Ms. Frederick committed by the Perpetrator Carlson, and of conduct by the 
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Perpetrator Carlson that would put a reasonable person on notice of such propensity to molest and 

abuse children. 

171. Even though Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG knew or should have 

known of these sexual activities by the Perpetrator Carlson, Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC 

and USAG did not reasonably investigate, supervise or monitor the Perpetrator Carlson to ensure 

the safety of the minor participants and dues paying members, including Plaintiff Frederick. 

172. Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG's conduct was a breach of their 

duties to Ms. Frederick. 

173. Defendants Grossfeld, Ward, USOC and USAG, and each of them, breached their 

duty to Plaintiff by, inter alia, by failing to adequately monitor and supervise the Perpetrator 

Carlson and stop the Perpetrator Carlson from committing wrongful sexual acts with Plaintiff 

Frederick. 

174. As a result of the above-described conduct, Ms. Frederick has suffered and 

continues to suffer great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations 

of emotional distress including embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliations, and  

loss of enjoyment of life; has suffered and continues to suffer and was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; will 

sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity, and/or has incurred and will continue to incur 

expenses therapy and counseling. 

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
NEGLIGENT INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 
(By Plaintiff Frederick, Individually, Against All Defendants) 

 
175. Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporates by reference herein each and every allegation 

contained herein above as though fully set forth and brought in this cause of action. 
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176. Defendants’ misconduct conduct as described herein constituted negligence and 

caused significant emotional distress and physical injury to Ms. Frederick. 

177. Defendants could reasonably foresee that Perpetrator Carlson’s actions would have 

caused the emotional distress.  

178. Defendants acted with negligence, recklessness, and disregard, knowing that Ms. 

Frederick would likely endure emotional distress because of what she was subjected to while under 

the care and control of Defendants. 

179. Defendants’ conduct directly caused Ms. Frederick suffering that no person should 

have to endure.  

180. Any reasonable person in under the same circumstances that Plaintiff Frederick was 

placed by the Defendants’ misconduct would have also suffered emotional distress. 

181. As a result of the above-described conduct, Ms. Frederick has suffered and 

continues to suffer great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations 

of emotional distress including embarrassment, loss  of  self-esteem,  disgrace,  humiliations,  and  

loss of enjoyment of life; has suffered and continues to suffer and was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; will 

sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity, and/or has incurred and will continue to incur 

expenses for therapy and counseling. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

On behalf of herself and all others similarly situated, Plaintiff prays this Court enter 

judgment against each of the Defendants and grant: 
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A. Compensatory and consequential damages, including damages for 

emotional distress, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, and other pain and suffering on all claims 

allowed by law in an amount to be determined at trial; 

B. Economic losses on all claims allowed by law; 

C. Special damages in an amount to be determined at trial; 

D. Punitive damages on all claims allowed by law against individual 

Defendants in an amount to be determined at trial; 

E. Injunctive relief as allowed by law; 

F. Attorney’s fees and costs associated with this action  

G. Pre- and post-judgment interest at the lawful rate; and, 

H. Any further relief that this Court deems just and proper, and any other 

appropriate relief at law and equity. 

Plaintiff hereby demands a trial by jury on all claims so triable. 

Respectfully submitted this 20th day of June, 2018.       

      

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

PLAINTIFF, 

 

/s/ Kimberly A. Dougherty______________ 
Kimberly A. Dougherty (BBO. No. 658014) 
Vance Andrus (to be admitted pro hac vice) 
Aimee Wagstaff (to be admitted pro hac vice) 
ANDRUS WAGSTAFF, PC 
19 Belmont Street 
South Easton, MA 02375 
(t) 508-230-2700 
(f) 888-875-2889  
kim.dougherty@andruswagstaff.com  
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     AND 
 
     Lori E. Andrus (to be admitted pro hac vice) 
     Jennie Lee Anderson (to be admitted pro hac vice) 
     ANDRUS ANDERSON LLP 
     155 Montgomery Street, Suite 900 
     San Francisco, California 94104 

(t) 415-986-1400 
(f) 415-986-1474 
lori@andrusanderson.com  
jennie@andrusanderson.com  
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EXHIBIT 20 
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STATE OF INDIANA  )   IN THE MARION _____________ COURT 
     )  SS: 
COUNTY OF MARION  )   CAUSE NO. 49______-1802-PL-________ 

MIHAEL ANTON,   )  
     ) 
  Plaintiff,  ) 
     )   
 vs.    ) 
     ) 
USA GYMNASTICS,   ) 
     ) 
  Defendant.  ) 

 

COMPLAINT AND REQUEST FOR JURY TRIAL 
 

 Plaintiff, Mihael Anton, for his Complaint against Defendant USA Gymnastics 

(“USAG” or “Defendant”), states and alleges as follows: 

The Parties 

1. Plaintiff Mihael Anton is a gymnastics coach and gym owner who resides in 

the state of Connecticut.  While he was born in Romania, Plaintiff is a lawful 

permanent resident of the United States. 

2. Defendant USAG is the exclusive national and governing body for the sport 

of gymnastics in the United States, as designated by the U.S. Olympic 

Committee and the International Gymnastics Federation.  As such, it is the 

sole authority which ranks gymnasts and qualifies them for international 

competition, including selecting the United States national team for the 

Olympic Games and international World Championships.  Its primary place 

of business is located in Indianapolis, IN. 

3. While ostensibly a voluntary membership organization, USAG is the 

primary and dominant sanctioning body for high-level gymnastics 

competition in the United States and for international events in which 

Filed: 2/9/2018 10:05 AM
Myla A. Eldridge

Clerk
Marion County, Indiana

49D02-1802-PL-005398
Marion Superior Court, Civil Division 2
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American gymnasts participate, including the Olympics.  USAG sanctions up 

to 4,000 gymnastics competitions in a given year. 

4. USAG currently maintains a membership of approximately 174,000 athletes 

and gymnastics professionals.  All participating coaches and athletes 

wishing to coach or compete in USAG-sanctioned events must be USAG 

members.  Based on this requirement, a gymnastics coach who aspires to 

coach gymnasts for the highest level of competition cannot do so unless he 

or she is a member of USAG. 

USAG’s Initial Support for Mr. Anton 

 

5. Prior to immigrating to the United States, Plaintiff enjoyed a distinguished 

career as a competitive gymnast and, thereafter, as a coach for Romanian 

gymnasts competing at the highest level of international gymnastics 

competition. 

6. In 2007, Plaintiff immigrated to the United States to further his dream of 

coaching gymnastics in the United States.   

7. In 2008, USAG assisted the Plaintiff in obtaining a visa to remain in the 

United States by providing a visa support letter to immigration authorities, 

attesting to the Plaintiff’s “unique technical expertise of extraordinary 

ability” and requesting that “this distinguished individual [the Plaintiff]” be 

allowed “to provide leadership and expertise in this gymnastics facility.”  

USAG stated that allowing Plaintiff to coach in the United States would 

“greatly serve the needs of the United States Gymnastics Federation and our 

efforts to place the United States in a top world ranking in gymnastics.” 
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8. Plaintiff was granted a visa and began his career coaching high-level 

gymnasts in the United States, working in gymnastics programs in his 

adopted home state of Connecticut. 

USAG Denies Mr. Anton Further Visa Support 

9. In, 2009, when Plaintiff again sought support from USAG in transferring his 

visa in order to continue coaching in the United States, USAG declined to 

provide him with the requested support.  This denial was apparently in 

response to internet reports describing a 2006 incident arising in Plaintiff’s 

native Romania involving Plaintiff and a Romanian gymnast whom he was 

coaching.  Those reports alleged that the Plaintiff physically struck the 

Romanian gymnast.  Neither the gymnast nor the Plaintiff were USAG 

members at the time. 

10. Despite the fact that the Plaintiff had not applied for USAG membership in 

2009, USAG informed the Plaintiff “[Y]ou are not eligible to obtain 

membership with our Organization.”  The Plaintiff, who was not a native 

English speaker, understood that this action was in response to his request 

for visa support, as he had not sought membership in USAG at that time. 

11. Despite being deemed ineligible for membership in 2009, the Plaintiff was 

never “flagged” as permanently ineligible for USAG membership based on 

USAG’s 2009 determination, nor did he ever appear on USAG’s published 

list of permanently ineligible individuals. 

12. Despite his 2009 ineligibility, the Plaintiff continued to work with gymnasts 

in his adopted home of Connecticut, building a clientele and eventually 
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opening a gym with his wife, former gymnast and USAG member Ashley 

Anton.   

Mr. Anton is Granted USAG Membership 

 

13. After coaching dozens of American gymnasts to successful careers as an 

employee of other gyms, the Plaintiff and his wife sought to open their own 

gym, opening Kratos Gymnastics and Cheer (“Kratos Gym”) in Connecticut. 

14. USAG regulations in place today and at all times relevant to this action 

severely limit individuals wishing to coach gymnastics unless those 

individuals first become members of the USAG.  Such limitations include 

barring non-member coaches from the floor in USAG-sanctioned events and 

a requirement that owners of gyms seeking to enter students in USAG 

competitions must be USAG members. 

15. Given that USAG membership was a de facto requirement for the Plaintiff to 

make a living as an American gymnastics coach, the Plaintiff applied for a 

USAG membership in 2014, approximately five years after he was notified 

that he was “not eligible to obtain membership” in the USAG. 

16. With the assistance of his wife, Ashley Anton, who was already a USAG 

member, the Plaintiff completed the process of becoming a USAG member, 

which included completing a membership application, undergoing and 

passing a required background check, completing courses on gymnastics 

instruction and safety and risk management, and paying required fees. 

17. Without further discussion or incident, the Plaintiff was admitted as a 

professional member of the USAG in 2014, allowing him to coach athletes of 

all levels in USAG-sanctioned competitions, to assist elite students in high-
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level competition, to represent himself as a USAG member coach, and to 

grow his business. 

18. The Plaintiff regularly participated in USAG activities proudly and openly, 

including coaching athletes in USAG-sanctioned events and attending 

regional conferences for members.  At no time did the Plaintiff seek to hide 

his USAG membership; indeed, membership was an important aspect of the 

Plaintiff’s ability to build Kratos Gym into a successful business. 

19. In 2015 and 2016, the Plaintiff renewed his membership in the USAG, again 

passing the required background check in 2016 and paying the required 

fees.  He continued to participate in USAG events and competition without 

incident. 

A Single Complaint Leads USAG to Banish the Plaintiff 

 

20. In early, 2017, USAG received a complaint from a disgruntled parent, Nicole 

Capener, who had previously been embroiled in a social media-based 

dispute with the Kratos Gym over billing issues.  Until Ms. Capener 

contacted USAG, the entirety of her dispute was handled by Ashley Anton, 

the Plaintiff’s wife and business partner.  Ms. Anton handled the business 

side of Kratos Gym, including relations with parents and social media 

postings. 

21. Ms. Capener’s complaint was intended to escalate the pre-existing dispute 

over billings and refunds into allegations and personal and professional 

misconduct against the Plaintiff, whom she alleged had trained her daughter 

in an unsafe manner, treated her daughter with verbal disrespect, and had 
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bumped her daughter with an equipment bag at a gymnastics meet after Ms. 

Capener transferred her daughter to a different gym. 

22. Without conducting an investigation, interviewing witnesses, or even asking 

for the Plaintiff’s reaction to Ms. Capener’s allegations, USAG’s then-

President, Steve Penny, sent the Plaintiff a letter dated February 17, 2017 

declaring that the Plaintiff was permanently ineligible for USAG 

membership. 

23. USAG’s own stated rationale for its decision to ban the Plaintiff permanently 

from membership was not based on the allegations raised by Ms. Capener or 

even allegations of misconduct arising in Romania in 2006.  Instead, 

USAG’s decision to ban the Plaintiff was based on its allegation that the 

Plaintiff violated its Code of Ethical Conduct section on “Commitment to 

Integrity.” 

24. USAG’s sole stated rationale for its decision to ban the Plaintiff permanently 

from membership was its contention that the Plaintiff “knowingly and 

surreptitiously applied for membership after [being] duly informed that you 

were not eligible.” 

25. The USAG Bylaws which provided the sole basis for permanently banning 

the Plaintiff prohibited USAG members from efforts to “[a]lter, falsify, or 

omit information, record or document to intentionally make a false or 

exaggerated claim or statement or to mislead.”  A parallel provision 

prohibited “false certifications on membership. . . applications or otherwise 

regarding the involvement of any person permanently ineligible for USA 

Gymnastics membership.” 
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26. USAG regulations in effect at the time of USAG’s decision to banish the 

Plaintiff called for complaints to be investigated by a member or USAG 

employee, for the Plaintiff to receive notice and a copy of allegations made 

against him, an invitation to respond in writing, the name and contact 

information for the investigator assigned, and the date when USAG 

anticipated it would complete its investigation. 

27. Despite the procedural protections USAG ostensibly provided its members, 

USAG declined to assign an investigator, to provide the Plaintiff with a 

proper notice and opportunity to respond to the allegations made by Nicole 

Capener, or to conduct any investigation whatsoever. 

28. Rather than follow its own procedures for investigating members, USAG 

instead stated summarily that it was permanently banning the Plaintiff 

based solely on concerns regarding his “Integrity.” 

29. Confident that he had in no way and at no time “alter[ed], falsif[ied], or 

omit[ted] information,” had not made a false or exaggerated claim, had not 

misled USAG, and had not falsely represented himself in seeking 

membership, the Plaintiff requested a Hearing before a USAG Panel. 

Proceedings Before the USAG Hearing Panel 

30. On July 26, 2017, the Hearing Panel appointed by the USAG convened to 

accept evidence and review USAG’s decision to permanently banish the 

Plaintiff from the organization. 

31. Despite the fact that USAG had informed the Plaintiff that he was being 

declared permanently ineligible for membership based on the “Integrity” 

section of the USAG Code of Ethical Conduct, it quickly became apparent 
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that USAG’s counsel, witnesses, and Panel were primarily focused on 

allegations raised by Nicole Capener and on conduct in Romania which 

occurred some 11 years prior to the hearing and eight years prior to the 

Plaintiff being accepted into USAG membership. 

32. Despite notifying the Plaintiff that he was being excluded from membership 

for purportedly lying, and despite having disregarded its own procedures for 

investigating complaints raised against members, USAG called Ms. Capener 

as a witness, and the Panel considered her testimony, despite the fact that 

she did not allege any issue of dishonesty on the part of the Plaintiff. 

33. When counsel for the Plaintiff was allowed to cross-examine Ms. Capener 

regarding her account of the Plaintiff’s alleged misconduct, Ms. Capener 

abruptly ceased to answer questions on cross-examination.  Rather than 

direct the witness to answer fully, USAG’s Hearing Panel Chair inexplicably 

excused Ms. Capener from further testimony. 

34. Despite facing the incongruity of Ms. Capener testifying in a proceeding 

regarding alleged false statements in membership materials, the Plaintiff 

presented substantial, compelling evidence that Ms. Capener’s allegations of 

verbal and physical mistreatment were fabricated, contradicted by 

eyewitnesses present at practices and the meet in question, and alleged as 

part of an escalating social media feud with the Plaintiff’s wife over bills and 

requested refunds. 

35. Similarly, despite banning Plaintiff based on alleged dishonesty, USAG 

presented evidence of purported misconduct by the Plaintiff which occurred 
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in Romania in 2006, some eight years before the Plaintiff was allowed to 

become a USAG member. 

36. Again, despite the 2006 evidence being well outside USAG’s inquiry 

regarding the Plaintiff’s integrity, the Plaintiff presented the only eyewitness 

testimony at the hearing regarding events which transpired in 2006, 

offering both his own testimony and that of the gymnast whom he was 

alleged to have mistreated.  USAG presented no witness with personal 

knowledge of the event, relying instead on grainy 2006 cell phone video 

with a soundtrack entirely in Romanian and clips of a Romanian reality 

television show. 

Initial Decision of the USAG Hearing Panel 

37. On August 4, 2017 the Chair of the Hearing Panel issued a document 

entitled “Conclusions Regarding the Membership Status of Mihael Anton.” 

38. While USAG’s Bylaws mandate that a Hearing Panel issue “written findings 

of fact and conclusions,” the Panel issued no findings of fact, made no 

statements regarding what witnesses it found credible or what other 

evidence it found probative, and did not state what, if anything, the Plaintiff 

did to fall short of the “Integrity” requirements of members. 

39. The Hearing Panel’s “Conclusions” provided only a punishment, suspending 

the Plaintiff from USAG membership for three years and setting forth a 

review process which would need to be flawlessly followed for the Plaintiff to 

be reinstated in 2020, presuming Plaintiff’s business could survive until 

then. 
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40. After the Plaintiff submitted a Request for Clarification and Reconsideration 

based on the Panel’s failure to issue findings of fact and to identify what, if 

any, transgressions formed the basis for suspending the Plaintiff, the Panel 

submitted a set of “Amended Conclusions” dated September 12, 2017. 

41. The Amended Conclusions noted “inconsistencies in the presented timeline, 

from both parties, regarding Mr. Anton’s pursuit of membership with USA 

Gymnastics.”  The Panel failed to elaborate on what those “inconsistencies” 

were and, while apparently finding inconsistencies “from both parties,” 

opted only to punish the Plaintiff. 

42. The Hearing Panel also stated, without elaboration, that it found 

“intentional misleading, lack of respect for process, and indolent 

understanding of the code of conduct.”  The Panel did not identify just what 

constituted “intentional misleading,” disrespect for process, or “indolent 

understanding,” as the sole testimony addressing the Plaintiff’s application, 

offered by the Plaintiff and his wife, showed that the Plaintiff complied with 

all membership requirements, made only truthful statements in his 

application, and was renewed as a member in 2016. 

COUNT ONE: BREACH OF CONTRACT 

43. Plaintiff restates Paragraphs 1-42 above, incorporating them by reference as 

if fully set forth herein. 

44. USAG acts as a de facto exclusive licensing body for all gymnastics coaches 

in the United States.  Given the fact that coaches must be professional 

members of USAG in order to coach athletes in USAG-sanctioned 

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-3    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 109 of 131



competitions, and given virtually all elite-level gymnastics competitions are 

sanctioned by USAG, USAG membership is essentially a requirement for 

American gymnastics coaches who want to pursue their profession. 

45. Indiana law recognizes that the by-laws of a non-profit organization are 

generally considered to be a contract between the corporation and its 

members. 

46. Until his membership was suspended on or about August 1, 2017, the 

Plaintiff was a USAG member entitled to all protections provided for by 

USAG’s bylaws. 

47. USAG’s actions including, without limitation, failing to follow its stated 

procedures for investigating the complaint filed by Nicole Capener, failing to 

conduct the Plaintiff’s hearing in a manner allowing for the full 

consideration of relevant evidence, initially asserting that the Plaintiff was 

banished from membership for issues of “Integrity” before asserting that he 

should be banished for other issues, failing to make required findings of fact, 

and engineering a pre-ordained outcome rather than fairly weighing the 

evidence presented, violated its own stated bylaws and procedures. 

48. That violation constitutes a breach of contract. 

49. As a result of USAG’s breach, Plaintiff has been damaged in a manner to be 

proven at trial including loss of clients and revenue, diminution of business, 

harm to reputation, and other consequential damages foreseeable to USAG. 

COUNT TWO: PROMISSORY ESTOPPEL 

50. Plaintiff restates Paragraphs 1-49 above, incorporating them by reference as 

if fully set forth herein. 
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51. By granting Plaintiff USAG membership in 2014 and renewing that 

membership in 2016, USAG extended to Plaintiff a de facto representation, 

promise, and/or assurance that he could remain a member of USAG so long 

as he complied with USAG rules and eligibility requirements during the time 

he was a member of USAG. 

52. Plaintiff reasonably relied upon that representation in establishing Kratos 

Gym, investing in his business both financially and via his hard work and 

expertise, understanding that he would remain a member in good standing 

by following USAG’s rules. 

53. Plaintiff’s reliance was to his detriment when USAG acted in an arbitrary, 

capricious, and/or vindictive manner to exclude Plaintiff from membership. 

54. Because of USAG’s dominance of the market for gymnasts and their 

coaches, USAG’s failure to follow its rules in its treatment of Plaintiff 

essentially forecloses Plaintiff from working in his chosen profession of 

gymnastics coaching for the period of his suspension. 

55. USAG’s failure to return Plaintiff to membership in good standing will result 

in both consequential damages and manifest injustice to Plaintiff. 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff requests that the Court enter judgment in his 

favor and against the Defendant, USAG, in an amount sufficient to compensate the 

Plaintiff for all damages arising from USAG’s actions, plus costs, attorneys ' fees, pre-

judgment and post-judgment interest as provided by law, for permanent injunctive 

relief reinstating him to full and unfettered membership in USAG, and for all other 

appropriate relief the Court deems just and proper. 
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 /s/ Lonnie D. Johnson     
 Lonnie D. Johnson #16758-53 
 
 /s/ Randall Frykberg     
 Randall Frykberg #28431-53 
 

Clendening Johnson & Bohrer, P.C. 
409 W. Patterson Drive, Suite 205    
Post Office Box 428    
Bloomington, IN 47402 
(812) 332-1000 
 
M:\Anton, Mihael and Ashley\17033-01\00 Pleadings\Complaint.docx 

  

 

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-3    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 112 of 131



EXHIBIT 21 

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-3    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 113 of 131



SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

COUNTY OF NASSAU

_______________________________________________----------------------x Index No.

In the Matter of the Application of

RICHARD CARLSON,

Petitioner,

VERIFIED PETITION

For a Judgment Pursuant to CPLR Article 78

-against-

USA GYMNASTICS

(formerly known as the United States

Gymnastics Federation),

Respondent.

_________________________________________ _____________________----X

Petitioner, Richard Carlson, by his attorneys, John R. Lewis, Jr., Esq., P.C., respectfully

alleges for the verified petition, as follows:

THE PARTIES

1. Petitioner, Richard Carlson, ("Petitioner",
"Carlson"

and/or "Richie") is a resident

of Farmingdale, New York 11735.

2. Respondent, USA GYMNASTICS,
("Respondent"

and/or "USAG") is a Not-For-

Profit corporation formed and operating under and governed by the laws of the State of Texas

having its principal place of business in the State of Indiana and was formerly known as United

States Gymnastics Federation.

3. USAG is the National Governing Body for gymnastics in the United States, as

designated and permitted by United States Olympic Committee under the Ted Stevens Act, and

selects and trains the United States gymnastics teams for the Olympics and World

Championships, promotes and develops gymnastics locally and nationally, and serves as a

resource center for members, clubs, fans and gymnasts throughout the United States.
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4. USAG sets the rules and policies that govern the sport of gymnastics, including

selecting and training the United States Gymnastics Teams for the Olympics and World

Championships. USAG membership is required for participation as a coach, judge or athlete in

USAG sanctioned events.

NATURE OF THIS PROCEEDING

5. This Article 78 proceeding is necessary to annul and set aside the "arbitrary

and
capricious"

determination of respondent USAG which was in excess of its jurisdiction

and unsupported by substantial evidence.

6. This proceeding stems from what has been proven to be a false allegation that

Petitioner, in the late 1970's, sexually molested a fifteen (15) year old female in the State of

Connecticut.1 USAG investigated the allegation and a hearing was held on March 19, 2018

and on June 1, 2018 the Hearing Panel issued its determination which is as follows:

"We, the Hearing Panel assigned to this case having heard the arguments

presented by both sides via conference call, read all the supplied supporting

documents, briefs and motions unanimously find that we wish to proceed with our

deliberations and that a preponderance of the evidence shows Mr Carlson engaged

in unprofessional and inappropriate sexual relations with an athlete under his

authority and should be placed on the Permanently Ineligible Membership List.
"

7. A proceeding pursuant to CPLR article 78, is the proper vehicle for challenging a

decision to suspend or expel a member of a not-for-profit corporation. (See e.g. Goldin v. Engrs

Country Club, 54 A.D.3d 658, 659, 864 N.Y.S.2d 43, 45 (2d Dept., 2008)

The original penal code adopted in Connecticut prohibited any sexual intercourse with a person under sixteen (16)
years of age, in 1975, §53a-66 was repealed and a new §53a-71(a) changed the age of consent to fifteen. See, State v

Perruccio, 192 Conn 154, 164, 471 A2d 632, 637 (1984) Effective October 1, 1985, in apparent response to the
Perruccio decision, the legislation raised the age of consent back to sixteen. P.A. 85-341. See, Doe v Southington
Bd. of Educ., 2004 Conn. Super. LEXIS 3545, at *2-3 [Super Ct Dec. 1, 2004]
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BACKRGOUND

8. On or about September 12, 2015 Mrs. Marcia Frederick ("Mrs. Frederick")

purports to have filed a
"Complaint"

with USAG claiming she was sexually molested by Carlson

while attending Muriel Grossfeld's American Gold Gymnastics school located in Milford,

Connecticut in the late 1970's, when she was fifteen (15) years old. (See, Exhibit
"1"

letter dated

9/12/2015)

9. Carlson responded to Mrs. Frederick's ambiguous allegations by denying same

and objecting to, inter alia, the jurisdiction of USAG to entertain the matter. (See, Exhibit
"2"

Carlson's response dated 6/20/2016)

10. USAG investigated the matter for more than two (2) years and USAG's

investigators interviewed Mrs. Frederick on at least two occasions as well as other potential

witnesses. (See, Exhibit "3")

11. Throughout USAG'S investigation Carlson fully cooperated and actually assisted

USAG's investigators.

12. On March 19, 2018 a Telephonic Hearing was held before a Hearing Panel

whereat USAG appeared by attorney Mark Busby ("Mr. Busby") and Carlson appeared by

attorney Anthony J. Colleluori. ("Mr. Colleluori") (See, Exhibit "4")

13. USAG called two witnesses, Mrs. Frederick and Mrs. Pamela Turner. Linda

Carlson, Carlson's current wife, and Carlson testified on his behalf. (See, Exhibit "4")

14. Upon the close of the hearing the parties, with the approval of the Hearing Panel

Chairman, Bob Hallwig, agreed to submit a memorandum concerning Carlson's jurisdictional

argument first made in response to the Complaint and again during the Telephonic Hearing, the
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age of consent in Connecticut at the relevant time as well as a summation of the relevant

documents and testimony provided during the Telephonic Hearing.

15. On June 1, 2018 the Hearing Panel issued its determination via email which is

final and binding pursuant to USAG's Bylaws. (See, Exhibit "5")

16. Petitioner now brings this proceeding, pursuant to CPLR Article 78, for a

Judgment: (1) annulling and setting aside the "arbitrary and
capricious"

determination of the

Hearing Panel; and/or (2) awarding Petitioner the costs and disbursements of this proceeding;

and/or (3) for such other, further and different relief as this Honorable Court may deem just,

proper and equitable.

ARGUMENT

USA GYMNASTICS LACKED JURISDICTION

17. According to USAG's own bylaws, the Hearing Panel did not have jurisdiction of

this matter and, as such, the Complaint should have been dismissed.

18. Article 9 of USAG's Bylaws (Revised 12/2017) provides: "[fjor the purposes of

Articles 9 and 10, a
"Member"

is a Covered Individual as defined in USA Gymnastics Safe Sport

Policy"
(See, Exhibit "6")

19. USA Gymnastics Safe Sport Policy provides: A "Covered
Individual"

is:

a) Any individual who currently is, or was at the time of a possible SafeSport Code

Violation, within the governance or disciplinary jurisdiction of USA Gymnastics or

who is seeking to be within the governance or disciplinary jurisdiction of USA

Gymnastics (e.g., through application for membership), including:

• Current members (professional,jr. professional, instructor, athlete,

introductory athlete)

• Applicants formembership
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• Individuals who were members ofUSA Gymnastics at the time of any

suspected Misconduct or Prohibited Conduct described in the Center's

SafeSport Code or USA Gymnastics Safe Sport Policy

• USA Gymnastics staff and Board members

(See, Exhibit "7")

20. As argued in response to Mrs. Frederick's Complaint and during the Telephonic

Hearing, Carlson is not a current Member of USAG, his membership having expired on or about

July 31, 2016, nor was he applying for membership with USAG.

21. Further, Carlson was not a member of USAG at the time of the alleged

Misconduct. Indeed, the purported Complaint references acts occurring in the late 1970's prior to

USAG's date of incorporation.

22. United States Gymnastics Federation was formed under the laws of the State of

Texas on December 5, 1980 (See, Exhibit "8") and filed an application for Certificate of

Authority to do business in the State of Indiana on December 14, 1990. (See, Exhibit "9")

23. In response to Carlson's jurisdictional argument, Mr. Busby claimed during the

Telephonic Hearing that since Ms. Frederick competed as a member of US Gymnastics

Federation and Mr. Carlson served as her coach such would qualify him as a covered individual.

(See, Exhibit
"4"

transcript at page 22 lines 2-12)

24. Since Mr. Busby's statement lacks any reference of firsthand knowledge upon

which such statement was based, and this Court cannot speculate as to whether USAG's attorney

had firsthand knowledge of transactions in the late 1970's or early 1980's, Mr. Busby's

statement must be disregarded.

25. Further, contrary to Mr. Busby's unsupported statement, being authorized by US

Gymnastics Federation to interact with an athlete does fall within USA Gymnastics'
own
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definition of a
"Member"

and there is absolutely no evidence that USA Gymnastics authorized

Carlson to interact with Mrs. Frederick in the late 1970's.

26. Moreover, USAG failed to set forth a scintilla of evidence which demonstrates

US Gymnastics Federation authorized Carlson to serve as Ms. Frederick's coach in the late

1970's.

27. Again US Gymnastics Federation was formed under the laws of the State of

Texas on December 5, 1980 (See, Exhibit "8") therefore Carlson was not a member of USAG in

the late 1970's since US Gymnastics Federation did not exist.

28. According to the version of USAG's Bylaws, in effect at the time the Complaint

was filed, Article 10 subsections 10.5(a)(v) and (vi), the President of USAG was required to

determine whether USAG had jurisdiction over the matter and whether the Complaint involves

matters which USAG does not have the authority or ability to remedy. (See, Exhibit "10")

29. Insofar as the President of USAG made no such determination, USAG violated its

own bylaws and it was then incumbent on the Hearing Panel to remedy the matter and dismiss

the Complaint.

THE COMPLAINT IS TIME BARRED

30. Mrs. Frederick's unsigned Complaint was time barred according to USA

Gymnastics'
own Bylaws. Specifically Article 10.4 provides: "[u]nless the Complaint is filed by

the Corporation or involves allegations which are of the type described in one of the Special

Categories of Misconduct a Complaint must be filed within one (1) year of the occurrence of the

alleged incident, violation, grievance, denial or threat to deny. In the event that the Complainant

was a minor at the time of the occurrence ... the Complaint must be filed within one (1) year

following the minor's eighteenth (18*)
birthday."

(See, Exhibit "10")
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31. Article 9.2 of USAG's Bylaws defines Special Categories of Misconduct as where

any Member: (i) Is listed on any State or Federal sexual offender list or registry; (ii) Has been

declared a sex offender in any applicable State or Federal jurisdiction; or (iii) Has been convicted

of or has entered a plea of guilty, a statement of no contest, or has been sentenced to any

affirmative terms related to a criminal charge or indictment issued by an applicable City, County,

State or Federal jurisdiction, and such charge or indictment directly or indirectly involved or

related to sexual misconduct, child abuse or conduct that is a violation of any law or regulation

that is specifically designed to protect minors; ("Special Categories of Misconduct") (See,

Exhibit
"6" & "10")

32. It was not disputed that Carlson has never been listed on any State or Federal

sexual offender list or registry nor has he ever been declared a sex offender in any jurisdiction

and has not been convicted, entered a plea of guilty or no contest to any criminal charge or

indictment involving sexual misconduct, child abuse or conduct that is a violation of any law or

regulation that is specifically designed to protect minors.

33. It was also not disputed that during Carlson's years of coaching gymnastics there

has never been any other complaint made against Carlson by any other person, unlike most other

cases where other gymnasts came forward with similar allegations. In fact, USAG investigators

interviewed several other gymnasts and Mrs. Frederick's allegations could not be corroborated

and most remembered Carlson to be professional and always acted appropriately. (See, Exhibit

"3"
pages 51/94, 52/94)

34. Accordingly, the Complaint did not involve allegations which are of the type

described in one of the Special Categories of Misconduct and as such should have been filed

within one (1) year following Mrs. Frederick eighteenth (18*) birthday.
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35. Complainant, Mrs. Frederick, was born on January 4, 1963 and turned eighteen

(18) years of age on January 4, 1981. (See, Exhibit
"4"

page 9 lines 10-12 and page 78 line 6)

36. The Complaint filed by Mrs. Frederick on September 12, 2015 is more than

thirty-three (33) years beyond Mrs. Frederick's eighteenth
(18th

37. Therefore, according to USA Gymnastics'
own Bylaws, Article 10.4, Ms.

Frederick's Complaint was time barred and, as such, the Complaint should have been dismissed.

(See, Exhibit "10")

38. Lastly, as required by Article 10.2 of USAG's Bylaws the Complaint must "[b]e

signed by the
Complainant"

which was not done in this matter (See, Exhibit "1") and, "[a]

complaint that is not filed in accordance with this Section shall render the filing
ineffective"

(See, Exhibit "10")

39. Thus, insofar as USA Gymnastics did not exist until December 5, 1980 Carlson

could not have been a member in the late 1970's and the complainant, Mrs. Frederick, filed the

Complaint more than thirty-three (33) years past her eighteenth (18th) birthday and did not sign

the Complaint, USAG lacked the jurisdiction and, as such, this matter should have been

dismissed.

THE HEARING PANEL'S DECISION

40. As noted above, despite the jurisdictional infirmities, on March 19, 2018 a

Telephonic Hearing was held. (See, Exhibit "4")

41. On June 1, 2018 the Hearing Panel apparently issued its decision by

communicating same to Respondent's attorney Mr. Busby who in turn emailed the decision to

Petitioner's former counsel Mr. Colleluori. (See, Exhibit "5")
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42. Notwithstanding the fact that the Hearing Panel violated Article 10.12(d) of

USAG's own Bylaws which requires the Hearing Panel's decision to be sent to the parties and to

the President of USAG, the Hearing Panel also violated Article 10.12(e) which requires that the

Hearing Panel report its decision on the merits in the form of written findings of fact and

conclusions. (See, Exhibit "10")

43. As is demonstrated below the Hearing Panel made no findings of fact.

JURISDICTION

44. With regards to the jurisdictional issues, the Hearing Panel merely stated "...we

wish to proceed with our
deliberations..."

(See, Exhibit "5")

45. The Hearing Panel made no findings of fact as required by USAG's own Bylaws,

Article 10.12(e), in determining whether the Complaint was timely filed and in proper form.

(See, Exhibit "5")

46. The Hearing Panel made no findings of fact as required by USAG's own Bylaws,

Article 10.12(e), in determining whether USAG had jurisdiction to consider the matter. (See,

Exhibit "5")

MERITS

47. With regards to the merits of the Complaint the Hearing Panel again made no

findings of fact and merely held "...Carlson engaged in unprofessional and inappropriate sexual

relations with an
athlete..."

(See, Exhibit "5")

48. It must be noted here again, that Ms. Frederick's Complaint alleges while living

and training at Grossfeld Gymnastics in the late 1970's she was sexual molested by Carlson

when she was fifteen (15) years old. (See, Exhibit "1") This statement, however, was proven

false by Mrs. Frederick's own sworn testimony during the telephonic Hearing.
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AGE OF CONSENT

49. Notwithstanding Mrs. Frederick's false statement, the age of consent in

Connecticut was fifteen (15) from 1975 to 1985. See, Doe v Southington Bd. of Educ., 2004

Conn. Super. LEXIS 3545, at *2-3 [Super Ct Dec. 1, 2004] By amending 453a-71, "the

legislature clearly indicated that a person who had attained the age of fifteen was an adult

capable of making an intelligent choice in matters relating to
sex."

See, State v Perruccio, 192

Conn 154, 164, 471 A2d 632, 637 (1984) Therefore, "forcible
compulsion"

was necessary to

convict the defendant of risk of injury despite the fact that the defendant was a teacher at the

girl's school. Id., 165.

50. The General Statutes of Connecticut §53a-65 defines "forcible
compulsion"

as

including "physical force that overcomes earnest resistance; or a threat, express or implied, that

places a person in fear of immediate death or serious physical injury to himself or another

person."
See, State v. Morgan, 170 Conn. 110, 111-12, 365 A.2d 99, 99 (1976)

51. Therefore, Mrs. Frederick having attained the age of consent, fifteen, on January

4, 1978 Mrs. Frederick's was required to allege that Carlson used physical force, threats of

reprisal, intimidation and/or coercion to force her to engage in the various sexual acts she claims

to have occurred.

52. When questioned by Mr. Busby Mrs. Frederick testified there was no act of

violence and that she was not threatened.

Q I'm sure there will be some questions about this, and I want to make sure we

salvage this. There was no act of physical violence against you; is that

correct? (emphasis added)

A No, there wasn't.

Q And there was no point where you were threatened verbally, you better do this

or else; is that correct?
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A No, there wasn't.

(See, Exhibit
"4"

transcript page 88 lines 15-24)

53. The Hearing Panel did not make any findings of facts as to what purported

"inappropriate sexual
relations"

Carlson purportedly engaged in. (See, Exhibit "5")

54. The Hearing Panel did not make any findings of facts as to when or where the

purported "inappropriate sexual
relations"

took place. (See, Exhibit "5")

55. Accordingly, without findings of fact the Hearing Panel lacks a rational basis for

its determination that Carlson engaged in "inappropriate sexual
relations"

with an athlete.

56. Further, the Hearing Panel did not make any findings of facts as to what conduct

Carlson purportedly engaged in that constitutes
"unprofessional"

conduct. (See, Exhibit "5")

57. As readily admitted by Mr. Busby, there was no policy, rule or code of conduct in

place in 1979-1980 which forbid consensual contact between a coach and an athlete. (See,

Exhibit
"4"

page 42 lines 19-24)

"MR. BUSBY: And I will tell the Panel the earliest codified code of conduct in

gymnastics that I am aware of is 1983. So I am not aware of a codified
rule"

58. In fact, as noted above USAG was not incorporated until December 5, 1980 under

the laws of the State of Texas. (See, Exhibit "8")

59. Mrs. Frederick testified that the first alleged sexual encounter took place in 1979

and the purported sexual encounters ended shortly after the United States announced it was

boycotting the 1980 Olympics. (March 21, 1980)

Q So when do you recall the physical relationship with Mr. Carlson beginning?

A I believe it was within the 1979 year. That's when I believe things began,

progressing from a conversation to something more physical.

(See, Exhibit
"4"

transcript page 78 lines 14-20)
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A Shortly after the Olympic boycott, I met up with Richie Carlson and had sex

with him in his bedroom where Lynn Carlson walked in on me and Richie.

That was the last time any sexual encounter would ever happen between

Richie Carlson and I.

(See, Exhibit
"4"

transcript page 154 lines 16-22)

60. Accordingly, there was no policy, rule or code of conduct in place in 1979-1980

which forbid consensual contact between a coach and an athlete because 1) USAG did not exist

until December 5, 1980; and 2) they did not have codified code of conduct until 1983.

61. Further, what constitutes unprofessional conduct must be determined by those

standards which are commonly accepted by those practicing the same profession in the same

territory. See generally, Cherry v. Bd. of Regents, 289 N.Y. 148, 158, 44 N.E.2d 405, 411 (N.Y.,

1942) ["What constitutes unprofessional conduct by a dentist must be determined by those

standards which are commonly accepted by those practicing the same profession in the same

territory."]; Leib v. Bd. of Exam'rs for Nursing, 177 Conn. 78, 88-89, 411 A.2d 42, 48 (1979)

["'unprofessional
conduct'

must be determined 'by those standards which are commonly

accepted by those practicing the same profession in the same territory.'"}

62. Mrs. Frederick testified that it was somewhat common for a coach to marry

gymnasts.

A Back then, my coach married her coach. I know several coaches, even today,

that are married to their gymnasts. And it seemed to be of open knowledge or

it's something that wasn't hidden and I thought that's what we were supposed

to do because I had believed Muriel had -- had been with her coach and I

thought this is what getting closer meant.

(See, Exhibit
"4"

transcript page 84 lines 5-14)

Page 12 of 17

FILED: NASSAU COUNTY CLERK 10/01/2018 11:23 PM INDEX NO. 613294/2018

NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEIVED NYSCEF: 10/01/2018

12 of 18

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-3    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 125 of 131



63. Although Mrs. Frederick claims that the entirety of the purported sexual

encounters occurred without her consent, Mrs. Frederick provided no testimony that she ever

expressed any outward manifestation of non-consent. She never said,
"no!," "don't!"

or "stop!".

In fact, Mrs. Frederick testified that she had a crush on Richie.

A I -- I liked them. I had a crush on Richie. And for him to notice me was a very nice

thing.

(See, Exhibit
"4"

transcript page 76 lines 4-6)

A It seemed those compliments, I was receptive to those compliments. I had a

crush on him, so I liked them. And it led eventually to a conversation --

(See, Exhibit
"4"

transcript page 77 lines 21-24)

64. Mrs. Frederick's testified that this is what she thought she had to do to get closer

to her coach in order to fulfill her goal of becoming an Olympic medalist.

A Yes. I thought I had to do this in order to succeed in reaching my goal. This is how I

was supposed to be closer to this person. This is how I felt.

Q And in your statement, you actually referenced that dynamic with Mr. Carlson?

A Yes, I did.

Q He stated this is how you got closer to your coach; is that correct?

A That is correct.

(See, Exhibit
"4"

transcript page 89 lines 5-9)

65. When questioned by Petitioner's attorney Mr. Colleluori on cross examination,

however, Mrs. Frederick's testified that Carlson never told her that having sex with him was

going help her reach her goal of becoming an Olympic medalist.

Q What conversation did you have with Mr. Carlson that he told you that having

sex with him or having oral sex with him or any other kind of sex with him

was going to make you closer to him to help you win a medal?

A He never told me having sex with him was going to make us closer.

(See, Exhibit
"4"

transcript page 108 lines 11-18)
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66. Mrs. Frederick testified that the first time she had sexual intercourse was when

she drove from her
parents'

house where she was living to Muriel Grossfeld's American Gold

Gymnastics school located in Milford, Connecticut with the objective of having sex with

Carlson.

A So I -- I wanted to let everybody know, get everybody to know what happened to me.

And my objective was clear. I wanted to get Richie into bed and have his wife catch

us. That was my objective. I was very clear.

Q That's what you told Richie?

A I didn't tell Richie anything.

(See, Exhibit
"4"

transcript page 171 lines 18-25)

67. USAG investigators interviewed Carlson's then wife Donna Hughes ("Mrs.

Hughes") Mrs. Hughes stated that she seen Carlson in years and denied she ever witnessed or

ever became even suspicious of any inappropriate behavior by Richie toward the student athletes

in any way. Mrs. Hughes said she did not believe the allegations whatsoever. She added Richie

was great with the kids and everything was fine. Mrs. Hughes described the allegations as

ridiculous and never saw Richie behave inappropriately towards anyone. She went on to say

Richie was a good guy, he would never have been inappropriate with the female student athletes

and never did anything inappropriate in any way as his role as the coach. (See, Exhibit "11")

68. Although Mrs. Frederick claims that Mrs. Hughes walked in when she and

Carlson were having sex (See, Exhibit
"4"

transcript page 154 lines 16-22) Mrs. Hughes

adamantly denies any such event occurring. (See, Exhibit "11")

69. Petitioner, Richard Carlson, denies that any inappropriate sexual contact took

place between himself and Mrs. Frederick and that even if sexual contact took place as alleged

by Mrs. Frederick such was not against the law or in violation of any policy, rule or code of

conduct in place in 1979-1980 which forbid consensual contact between a coach and an athlete.

Page 14 of 17

FILED: NASSAU COUNTY CLERK 10/01/2018 11:23 PM INDEX NO. 613294/2018

NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEIVED NYSCEF: 10/01/2018

14 of 18

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-3    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 127 of 131



70. CPLR §7803 provides in part as relevant here: The only questions that may be

raised in a proceeding under this article are:

2) whether the body or officer proceeded, is proceeding or is about to proceed

without or in excess of jurisdiction; or

3) whether a determination was made in violation of lawful procedure, was

affected by an error of law or was arbitrary and capricious or an abuse of

discretion...

4) whether a determination made as a result of a hearing held, and at which

evidence was taken, pursuant to direction by law is, on the entire record,

supported by substantial evidence.

71. CPLR §7803 distinguishes between a proceeding to review whether a

determination made as a result of a hearing held, and at which evidence was taken, pursuant to

direction by law is, on the entire record, supported by substantial evidence, CPLR 67803(4), on

the one hand, and a proceeding to review whether a determination was made in violation of

lawful procedure, was affected by an error of law, or was arbitrary and capricious or an abuse of

discretion, CPLR §7803(3), on the other hand. The distinction reflects the difference between the

common-law writ of certiorari to review, where the court must determine the substantiality of the

evidence, and the common-law writ of mandamus to review, in which an appellate court must

determine the rationality of the administrative act.

72. At issue in the present matter are those questions posed by CPLR §7803(2) and

7803(3). CPLR §7803(2) permits the court to consider "whether the body or officer proceeded, is

proceeding or is about to proceed without or in excess of
jurisdiction." CPLR §7803(3) permits

the court to consider "whether a determination was made in violation of lawful procedure, was

affected by an error of law or was arbitrary and capricious or an abuse of discretion, including

abuse of discretion as to the measure or mode of penalty or discipline
imposed."
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73. The phrase "pursuant to direction by law", as set forth in CPLR §7803(4), has

been interpreted by the courts to mean a hearing
"mandated"

by law. Rome v. New York State

Health Dept., 65 A.D.2d 220, 224, 411 N.Y.S.2d 61
(4d'

Dept., 1978) Absent such a mandated

hearing, the standard of judicial review is the rational basis, or arbitrary and capricious test set

forth in CPLR §7803(3), even where an evidentiary hearing not mandated by law is in fact held

in the agency's discretion or pursuant to the agency's own bylaws.

74. Such is the case in the matter presently before this Court, and thus the standard to

be utilized here is whether or not the determination of the USAG was arbitrary and capricious,

without a rational basis.

75. The Court of Appeals explained the nature of the arbitrary and capricious standard

in Pell v. Board of Educ. of Union Free School Dist. No. 1 of Towns of Scarsdale and

Mamaroneck, Westchester County, 34 N.Y.2d 222, 356 N.Y.S.2d 833, 313 N.E.2d 321 (N.Y.,

1974) "Arbitrary action is without sound basis in reason and is generally taken without regard to

the
facts."

Id. at 231, 356 N.Y.S.2d at 839, 313 N.E.2d at 325. The question, said the Court, is

whether the determination has a "rational
basis."

76. Insofar as the Hearing Panel did not set forth finds of fact to support the basis for

their determination by setting forth findings of facts as required the determination is arbitrary and

capricious.

77. Equity requires that this wrongful determination be corrected, and it is

respectfully submitted that this Court should order the requested Article 78 relief to annul the

Hearing Panel's determination dated June 1, 2018 regarding Petitioner.

78. No prior application for the relief requested herein has been made.
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WHEREFORE, petitioner Richard Carlson respectfully requests, pursuant to CPLR

Article 78, that a Judgment be entered as follows:

1) annulling, vacating and setting aside the "arbitrary and
capricious"

determination of

the Hearing Panel; and/or

2) awarding Petitioner the costs and disbursements of this proceeding; and/or

3) for such other, further and different relief as this Honorable Court may deem just,

proper and equitable.

Dated: October 1, 2018

Farmingdale, New York

JO R EW , Q., P.C.,

By.

J . . , JR., ESQ.

Attorneys for Pe itioner

chard C n

4 es ate Road

Farmingdale, New York 11735

Tel: (516) 501-9000

To: USA Gymnastics

Mark Busby
Legal Counsel

130 E. Washington Street, Suite 700

Indianapolis, IN 46204

Tel: (317) 829-5679

usagym.org
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VERIFICATION

STATE OF NEW YORK )

)SS.:

COUNTY OF NASSAU )

RICHARD CARLSON, being duly sworn deposes and says that she is the PETITIONER in

the within action, he has read the foregoing VERIFIED PETITION and knows the contents thereof,

that the same is true to his own knowledge except for those matters to be based upon information

and belief and as to those matters he believes them to be true.

RICHARD CARLSON

Swom to before me this

__/_ day of d Å , 2018

NOT IJBÚC

RYAN L. EROWNYARD

Notary Public, State of New York
026R6081951

Certified in Suffolk County
Commission Expires October 15,
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From: Tonya Bond <tbond@psrb.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2018 4:15 PM 
To: Adams, Nancy <NAdams@mintz.com> 
Cc: Stephens, Laura Bange <LBStephens@mintz.com> 
Subject: RE: USA Gymnastics -- New Lawsuit -- Need Florida Counsel 

Good afternoon Nancy, 

You are correct.  We want to keep all of the insurers apprised of the lawsuits being filed against USA Gymnastics, but the 
Florida lawsuit is limited to our 2018 carriers, National Union and RSUI. 

All my best, 

Tonya J. Bond 
Attorney 
Plews Shadley Racher & Braun LLP
1346 North Delaware St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46202-2415 
Tel: 317.637.0700 X 236 
Fax: 317.968.0976 
tbond@psrb.com
www.psrb.com

From: Adams, Nancy [mailto:NAdams@mintz.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2018 2:09 PM 
To: Tonya Bond 
Cc: Stephens, Laura Bange 
Subject: RE: USA Gymnastics -- New Lawsuit -- Need Florida Counsel 
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Tonya, I am writing to seek your confirmation, per your email below, that USAG has not tendered the Florida lawsuit to 
LIU under policy number DOCHAA5JSQ002 with a policy period of May 16, 2016 to May 16, 2017.   I would appreciate 
your confirmation.  Thank you – Nancy 

Nancy Adams, CPCU | Member
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C. 
One Financial Center | Boston, MA 02111
Direct: (617) 348-1865 | Fax: (617) 542-2241
E-mail: NAdams@mintz.com
Web: www.mintz.com

From: Tonya Bond <tbond@psrb.com>  
Sent: Friday, July 20, 2018 7:10 PM 
To: Anthony M. Zelli (National Casualty) <Anthony.Zelli@dinsmore.com>; Arlene Levitin (Liberty) 
<Arlene.Levitin@libertyiu.com>; Carlos del Carpio (TIG) <Carlos.delCarpio@kennedyscmk.com>; Cassandra Ferguson 
(RSUI) <cferguson@rsui.com>; Cassandra L. Jones (RSUI) <cjones@wwmlawyers.com>; Chris Klingenbeck (Great 
American) <cklingenbeck@gaig.com>; David A. Temple (TIG) <dtemple@DSVlaw.com>; David Humphreys (Ace) 
<David.Humphreys@Chubb.com>; David I Rubin (Ace) <drubin@plunkettcooney.com>; Ginny L. Peterson (Liberty) 
<gpeterson@k-glaw.com>; Han H.J. Pijls (National Casualty) <Hans.Pijls@dinsmore.com>; Heather Simpson (TIG) 
<Heather.Simpson@kennedyscmk.com>; Jason Beecher (TIG) <Jason_Beecher@trg.com>; Jeffrey B. Fecht (RSUI) 
<jfecht@rbelaw.com>; Joe Casaccio (Combined Specialty) <jcasaccio@berkre.com>; John C. Trimble (Combined 
Specialty) <jtrimble@lewiswagner.com>; Jonathan Toren (Ace) <jtoren@cozen.com>; Justin O. Sorrel (RSUI) 
<jsorrell@rbelaw.com>; Karen M. Dixon (Great American) <kdixon@hinshawlaw.com>; Kevin Kamraczewski (Combined 
Specialty) <kevin@kevinklaw.com>; McGee-Tubb, Mathilda <MSMcGee-Tubb@mintz.com>; Meghan E. Ruesch 
(Combined Specialty) <mruesch@lewiswagner.com>; Meka Moore (National Casualty) <mmoore@selmanlaw.com>; 
Michael M. Marick (Great American) <mmarick@hinshawlaw.com>; Mike Schrenk (Great American) 
<mschrenk@gaig.com>; Adams, Nancy <NAdams@mintz.com>; Paula Creel (K&K for National Casualty) 
<Paula.Creel@kandkinsurance.com>; Renee J. Mortimer (Great American) <rmortimer@hinshawlaw.com>; RSUI Claims 
Reporting (reportclaims.rsui.com) <reportclaims@rsui.com>; Stephen J. Peters (Ace) <speters@plunkettcooney.com>; 
Susan McRoberts (National Casualty) <Susan.McRoberts@nationwide.com>; Tara McCormack (TIG) 
<Tara.McCormack@kennedyscmk.com>; Thomas M. Jones (Ace) <tjones@cozen.com> 
Cc: George Plews <gplews@psrb.com>; Greg Gotwald <ggotwald@psrb.com>; Steven Baldwin <sbaldwin@psrb.com> 
Subject: USA Gymnastics -- New Lawsuit -- Need Florida Counsel 

Privileged Insurer/Insured Communication

Good morning USA Gymnastics’ Insurers and Counsel, 

I have attached a new lawsuit against USA Gymnastics that was filed on July 5, 2018.  The plaintiff in this suit is a 
gymnastics coach who has sued USAG for defamation by implication and tortious interference with advantageous 
business relationship.  His claim is that USAG suspended him without authority and published the suspension on June 
29, 2018.   

USAG is tendering this claim under its 2018 policies and asks for defense and indemnity.  USAG also requests 
recommendations and assistance for obtaining defense counsel in Florida to represent USAG.  
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Adjusters assigned to this claim may contact Chris Tebo, USA Gymnastics Chief Legal Officer, directly: 

Christopher J. Tebo 
USA Gymnastics 
Chief Legal Officer 
130 E. Washington Street, Suite 700 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
d: 317.829.5636 | m: 317.319.3862 usagym.org

All my best, 

Tonya J. Bond 
Attorney 
Plews Shadley Racher & Braun LLP
1346 North Delaware Street 
Indianapolis, IN  46202-2415 
Phone (317) 637-0700 Ext. 236 
Fax (317) 637-968-0976 
Email tbond@psrb.com
Website www.psrb.com

STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY: 
The information contained in this electronic message and any attachments 
to this message are intended for the exclusive use of the addressee(s) 
and may contain confidential or privileged information. If you are not 
the intended recipient, or the person responsible for delivering the 
e-mail to the intended recipient, be advised you have received this 
message in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, 
or copying is strictly prohibited. Please notify Mintz, Levin, Cohn, 
Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo immediately at either (617) 542-6000 or at 
DirectorofIT@Mintz.com, and destroy all copies of this message and any 
attachments. You will be reimbursed for reasonable costs incurred in 
notifying us.
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From: Tonya Bond <tbond@psrb.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2018 12:33 PM 
To: Adams, Nancy <NAdams@mintz.com> 
Cc: George Plews <gplews@psrb.com>; Greg Gotwald <ggotwald@psrb.com>; Stephens, Laura Bange 
<LBStephens@mintz.com> 
Subject: RE: USAG -- New Claim -- Need Oklahoma Panel Counsel ASAP 

Nancy, this is confirmed. 

Thank you, 

Tonya J. Bond 
Attorney 
Plews Shadley Racher & Braun LLP
1346 North Delaware St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46202-2415 
Tel: 317.637.0700 X 236 
Fax: 317.968.0976 
tbond@psrb.com
www.psrb.com

From: Adams, Nancy [mailto:NAdams@mintz.com]  
Sent: Monday, August 20, 2018 8:37 PM 
To: Tonya Bond 
Cc: George Plews; Greg Gotwald; Stephens, Laura Bange 
Subject: RE: USAG -- New Claim -- Need Oklahoma Panel Counsel ASAP 
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Tonya, I am writing to confirm that USAG is not tendering this lawsuit under the LIU policy.   Please confirm.   Nancy 

Nancy Adams | Member
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C. 
One Financial Center | Boston, MA 02111
Direct: +1.617.348.1865 | Fax: +1.617.542.2241
E-mail: NAdams@mintz.com
Web: www.mintz.com

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

From: Tonya Bond [mailto:tbond@psrb.com]  
Sent: Monday, August 20, 2018 5:22 PM 
To: Anthony M. Zelli (National Casualty); Arlene Levitin (Liberty); Carlos del Carpio (TIG); Cassandra Ferguson (RSUI); 
Cassandra L. Jones (RSUI); Chris Klingenbeck (Great American); David A. Temple (TIG); David Humphreys (Ace); David I 
Rubin (Ace); Elisabeth D'Agostino (National Casualty); Ginny L. Peterson (Liberty); Han H.J. Pijls (National Casualty); 
Heather Simpson (TIG); Jason Beecher (TIG); Jeffrey B. Fecht (RSUI); Joe Casaccio (Combined Specialty); John C. 
Trimble (Combined Specialty); Jonathan Toren (Ace); Justin O. Sorrel (RSUI); Karen M. Dixon (Great American); Kevin 
Kamraczewski (Combined Specialty); Stephens, Laura Bange; McGee-Tubb, Mathilda; Meachelle Wishart (TIG); Meghan 
E. Ruesch (Combined Specialty); Meka Moore (National Casualty); Michael M. Marick (Great American); Mike Schrenk 
(Great American); Adams, Nancy; Paula Creel (K&K for National Casualty); Renee J. Mortimer (Great American); RSUI 
Claims Reporting (reportclaims.rsui.com); Stephen J. Peters (Ace); Susan McRoberts (National Casualty); Tara 
McCormack (TIG); Thomas M. Jones (Ace) 
Subject: USAG -- New Claim -- Need Oklahoma Panel Counsel ASAP 

Protected Insurer/Insured Communication

Good afternoon USA Gymnastics’ Insurers and Counsel, 

I have attached a new lawsuit filed against USAG.  This lawsuit does not allege sexual misconduct by Nassar.  Instead it 
alleges sexual misconduct by a different gymnastic coach, Edward Gerald Spinelli.  The allegations of sexual misconduct 
are from Fall 1996 through April 3, 1997 for Kalay and July 1996 through September 1997 for Davis.   

USAG requests defense and indemnity for these claims. 

Please note that Steve Penny received this lawsuit on August 11 but did not forward it to USAG immediately.  Andy 
Portinga secured an extension of time to respond until September 28, 2018.  USAG requests panel counsel as quickly as 
possible.     

All my best, 

Tonya J. Bond 
Attorney 
Plews Shadley Racher & Braun LLP
1346 North Delaware Street 
Indianapolis, IN  46202-2415 
Phone (317) 637-0700 Ext. 236 
Fax (317) 637-968-0976 
Email tbond@psrb.com
Website www.psrb.com

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-4    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 37 of 365



3

STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY: 
The information contained in this electronic message and any attachments 
to this message are intended for the exclusive use of the addressee(s) 
and may contain confidential or privileged information. If you are not 
the intended recipient, or the person responsible for delivering the 
e-mail to the intended recipient, be advised you have received this 
message in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, 
or copying is strictly prohibited. Please notify Mintz, Levin, Cohn, 
Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo immediately at either (617) 542-6000 or at 
DirectorofIT@Mintz.com, and destroy all copies of this message and any 
attachments. You will be reimbursed for reasonable costs incurred in 
notifying us.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN – SOUTHERN DIVISION 
 
 
JANE DOE 05 
 
  Plaintiff  
vs.        Case No.   1:18-cv- 
        Hon. 
USA GYMNASTICS, INC. and 
UNITED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
 
  Defendant 
_____________________________________________________________________  
 
LOUIS G. COREY (P34377)    
Attorney for Plaintiff      
401 N. Main Street      
Royal Oak, Michigan  48067    
(248) 548-9700      
_____________________________________________________________________   
 
 

There is now on file in this court a civil action 

between these parties or other parties arising out of 

the same transaction or occurrence as alleged in 

the complaint.  The action is pending and is No. 

1:17-cv-00029 and 1:18-cv-00494.  The action is 

assigned to Judge Gordon Quist. 

 
 

COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 
 
 NOW COMES Plaintiff, Jane Doe 05, by and through her attorneys, THE COREY 

LAW FIRM, and for her Complaint against the defendants state as follows: 

I.  PRELIMINARY STATEMENT AND INTRODUCTION 

1. This is a civil action for declaratory, injunctive, equitable, and monetary 

relief for injuries sustained by plaintiff as a result of the acts, conduct, and omissions of 

USA Gymnastics (“USAG”) and the United States Olympic Committee (“USOC”) and 

their respective employees, representatives, and agents relating to sexual assault, 
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abuse, molestation, and nonconsensual sexual touching and harassment by Lawrence 

Nassar (“Nassar”) against Jane Doe 05. 

2. Plaintiff is a young athlete participating in gymnastics. 

3. Lawrence Nassar came highly recommended to plaintiff as a renowned 

orthopedic sports medicine physician, purportedly well-respected in the sports medicine 

community, specifically in the gymnastics community as the Team Physician for the 

United States Gymnastics Team. 

4. Plaintiff and her parents had no reason to suspect Nassar was anything 

other than a competent and ethical physician. 

5. From approximately 1996 to 2016, Nassar worked for Michigan State 

University (“MSU”) in various positions and capacities. 

6. From 1986 to approximately 2015 Nassar also worked for USA 

Gymnastics  and USOC in various positions and capacities. 

7. For over 20 years, Nassar had unfettered access to young female athletes 

through his involvement with MSU, USAG and USOC. 

8. To gain plaintiffs’ trust, at appointments, Nassar would give some patients 

gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, leotards, and other items, some with USAG logos and 

others without. 

9. Plaintiff was seeking treatment for athletic injuries involving her wrists and 

back. 

10. From 2015 through 2016 under the guise of treatment, Nassar sexually 

assaulted, abused and molested Jane Doe 05, by nonconsensual vaginal and anal 

digital penetration and without the use of gloves or lubricant. 
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11. Through Nassar’s positions with MSU, his notoriety, and support by 

Defendant USAG and USOC, Nassar used his position of authority as a medical 

professional to abuse plaintiff without any reasonable supervision by defendant USAG 

and USOC. 

12. Nassar carried out these acts without fully explaining the “treatment” or 

obtaining consent of plaintiff or her parents. 

13. These assaults were carried out at Michigan State Sports Medicine Clinic 

and at USAG and USOC gymnastics sanctioned events. 

14. The failure to give proper notice or to obtain consent for the purported 

“treatment” from plaintiff or her parents robbed them of the opportunity to reject the 

“treatment”.  

15. The age of plaintiff at the time of the assaults was 16 years of age. 

 16. In summer 2015, USAG and USOC relieved Nassar of his duties after 

becoming aware of concerns about his actions, yet USAG and USOC failed to inform 

Michigan State University of the circumstances of his dismissal. 

 17. Defendants USAG’s and USOC’s failure to properly supervise Nassar and 

their negligence in retaining Nassar was in violation of Michigan state common law. 

 18. The acts, conduct, and omissions of Defendants USAG and USOC, and 

their policies, customs, and practices with respect to investigating sexual assault 

allegations severely compromised the safety and health of plaintiff and an unknown 

number of individuals, and have resulted in repeated instances of sexual assault, 

abuse, and molestation of plaintiff by Nassar, which has been devastating for plaintiff 

and her family. 
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 19. This action arises from defendant’s blatant disregard for plaintiff’s federal 

and state rights, and defendant’s deliberately indifferent and unreasonable response to 

physician-on-patient sexual assault, abuse, and molestation. 

 
II.  JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

 20. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 21. This action is brought to redress the deprivation of Plaintiff’s rights under 

the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 

1983. 

 22. Subject matter jurisdiction is founded upon 28 U.S.C. §1331 which 

provides the district court with jurisdiction over all civil actions arising under the 

Constitution, laws and treaties of the United States. 

 23. Subject matter jurisdiction is also founded upon 28 U.S.C. § 1343 which 

gives district courts original jurisdiction over any civil actions authorized by law to be 

brought by any person to redress the deprivation, under color of any state law, statute, 

ordinance, regulation, custom or usage, of any right, privilege or immunity secured by 

the Constitution of the United States or by any act of Congress providing for equal rights 

of citizens or of all persons within the jurisdiction of the United States, and any civil 

action to recover damages or to secure equitable relief under any Act of Congress 

providing for the protection of civil rights. 

 24. Subject matter jurisdiction is also founded upon 28 U.S.C. § 1332 as it 

relates to plaintiff’s claims against Defendants USAG and USOC for the reason that 28 

U.S.C. § 1332 grants subject matter jurisdiction over civil actions involving citizens of 

Case 1:18-cv-01124   ECF No. 1 filed 09/27/18   PageID.4   Page 4 of 47Case 19-50012    Doc 134-4    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 43 of 365



5 
 

different states where the amount in controversy exceed the sum or value of $75,000.00 

exclusive of interest and costs. 

 25. Plaintiff further invokes the supplemental jurisdiction of this Court, 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367(a) to hear and decide claims arising under state law that 

are so related to the claims within the original jurisdiction of this Court that they form 

part of the same case or controversy. 

 26. The claims are cognizable under the United States Constitution, 42 U.S.C. 

§ 1983, 20 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq., and under Michigan Law. 

 Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b) because the 

events giving rise to Plaintiff’s claims arose in this judicial district, in Ingham County and 

Eaton County, Michigan. 

 

III.  PARTIES AND KEY INDIVIDUALS 

 27. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 28. Plaintiff’s name has been withheld from this Complaint to protect her 

identity. 

 29. Plaintiff Jane Doe 05 is a resident of the State of Michigan. 

 30. Lawrence “Larry” Nassar, is a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine, and is a 

resident of the State of Michigan. 

 31. Defendant United States of America Gymnastics (hereinafter “Defendant 

USAG”) was and continues to be an organization incorporated in Indiana, authorized to 

conduct business and conducting business throughout the United States, including but 

not limited to  Michigan. 
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 32. The U.S. Olympic Committee and the International Gymnastics Federation 

has designated Defendant USAG as the national governing body for the sport of 

gymnastics in the United States. 

33. Defendant USAG advertises on its website: “Since 1990 – prior to almost 

all other National Governing Bodies – USA Gymnastics has provided awareness, 

prevention and reporting information regarding sexual misconduct to professional 

members, athlete members and their families”. 

 34. Kerry J. Perry is the immediate past president of Defendant USAG 

(named in approximately December 2017), who was responsible for the overall 

management and strategic planning of Defendant USAG.  Ms. Perry resigned in 

September 2018 amid pressure from the United States Olympic Committee. 

 35. Steve Penny is the past president of Defendant USAG and held the 

position from approximately April 2005 to November 2017, and during that time was 

responsible for the overall management and strategic planning of Defendant USAG. 

 36. Robert Colarossi is the past president of Defendant USAG and held the 

position from approximately 1998 to 2005, and during that time was responsible for the 

overall management and strategic planning of Defendant USAG. 

 37.  Defendant USAG requires member clubs to pay it a fee in order to hold 

defendant USAG sanctioned events. 

 38. Defendant USAG also issues rules and requirement for its member clubs 

and exercises some degree of control over its member clubs because Defendant USAG 

has the authority to revoke a club’s membership 

 39. Defendant USAG also requires all coaches, judges, and athletes to pay it 

a membership fee if they want to participate in USA Gymnastics sanctioned events. 
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 40. Defendant USOC was and continues to be a corporation incorporated 

pursuant to the Ted Steven Olympic and Amateur Sports Act, 36 U.S.C. § 220501, et 

seq. with its principal office located in Colorado Springs, Colorado and is authorized to 

conduct business and is conducting business through the United States, including but 

not limited to the State of Michigan. 

IV. GENERAL FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

 41. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 42. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in member 

case number 1:18-cv-00494. 

 43. Plaintiff also incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

various complaints filed in the respective member cases of the consolidated action 

under case number 1:17-cv-00029. 

 44. At all relevant times, including the years 1986 to 2015, Nassar was acting 

in the scope of his employment or agency with Defendants USAG and USOC. 

 45. At all times pertinent hereto, Nassar was an employee, representative 

and/or agent of Defendants, and was acting in the scope of his employment or agency 

thereto, and under the Defendants control and supervision. 

 46. Nassar was employed by and/or an agent of Defendant USAG from 

approximately 1986 to 2015, serving in various positions including but not limited to: (a) 

Certified Athletic Trainer; (b) Osteopathic Physician; (c) National Medical Director; (d) 

National Team Physician, USA Gymnastics; and (e) National Team Physician, USA 

Gymnastics Women’s Artistic Gymnastics National Team. 
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 47. Nassar received a benefit from his relationship with Defendants USAG 

and USOC in the form of national and global exposure, fame and increased patients at 

his office at MSU which resulted in Nassar receiving higher compensation. 

 48. Defendants USAG and USOC received a benefits from its relationship 

with Nassar in the form of medical services rendered to its member athletes, national 

and global exposure, fame and increased enrollment. 

 49. As a result of Defendant USAG’s designation as the national governing 

body (“NGB”) for the sport of gymnastics from Defendant USOC, Defendant USOC 

exercises  considerable authority and control over Defendant USAG, as it does with all 

other NGBs. 

 50. Defendant USAG therefore is ostensibly an agent or instrumentality of 

Defendant USOC. 

 51. During his employment, agency, and representation of the Defendant 

USAG and USOC, Nassar sexually assaulted, abused and molested Plaintiff by 

engaging in nonconsensual sexual touching, assault, and harassment, including but not 

limited to digital vaginal and anal penetration. 

 52. Defendant USOC is a federally chartered nonprofit corporation, which was 

reorganized by the Ted Stevens Amateur Sports Act, originally enacted in 1978.  As 

advertised on its website, “[t]he USOC has two primary responsibilities in its oversight of 

Olympic and Paralympic sports in the United States.  The first is to generate resources 

in supports of its mission, which is to help American athletes achieve sustained 

competitive excellence.  The second is to ensure organizational resources are wisely 

and effectively used to that end.”  Furthermore, Defendant “… USOC is committed to 
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creating a safe and positive environment for athletes’ physical, emotional and social 

development and to ensuring that it promotes an environment free of misconduct.” 

 53. Under the Ted Stevens Amateur Sports Act, 36 U.S.C. § 220501, et seq. 

(hereinafter “Ted Stevens Act”) Defendant USOC had a mandatory obligation to ensure 

that before granting National Governing Bodies (“NGB”), including USAG, a sanction to 

host National or International events, that they provide “proper medical supervision will 

be provided for athletes who will participate in the competition.”  36 U.S.C. § 

220525(b)(4)(E).  The USOC has the power to decertify USAG and all associated clubs, 

gyms, and teams.  Among other things, decertification would strip USAG of its ability to 

crown national champions and select Olympic teams.  Had Defendant USOC performed 

its mandate reasonably, diligently, and in accord with its duty to protect minor children 

under Federal and Michigan law, Nassar would have been investigated, sanctioned, 

and/or removed from Defendants USAG and others, and never have been placed in 

solitary contact or contact without qualified supervision with the plaintiff and others. 

 54. Defendant USAG is the National Governing Body for gymnastics in the 

United States, as designated and permitted by Defendant USOC under the Ted Stevens 

At, and selects and trains the United States gymnastics teams for the Olympics and 

World Championships, promotes and develops gymnastics locally and nationally, and 

serves as a resource center for members, clubs, fans and gymnasts through the United 

States.  Defendant USAG has more than 174,000 athletes and professional members, 

more than 148,0000 athletes registered in competitive programs, as well as more than 

25,000 professional, instructor and club members.  Approximately 4,000 competitions 

and events throughout the United States are sanctioned annually by USAG. 
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 55. Defendant USAG directly certifies and trains coaches for a fee, in part 

through USA Gymnastics University, an online training platform through which USAG 

provides courses, course material, and video training. 

56.   Defendant USAG sanctions gyms where gymnasts practice and compete. 

For a fee and proposed compliance with five USAG policies, a gym can become 

certified to train under the USAG banner. 

57. Defendant USAG sponsors competitions in which members and gyms pay 

a fee to compete. These competitions take place throughout the country, and gymnasts 

of a variety of ages and skill levels compete. Defendant USAG was the primary entitty 

owning, operating and controlling the activities and behavior of its certified, trained, and 

sactioned professtionals, members and agents. 

58.   For decades, Defendants USAG and USOC have touted themselves as 

creating a positive and safe environment, including during the time Plaintiff was a 

gymnast. ln fact, Defendant USAG touts that "prior to almost all other National 

Governing Bodies, USA gymnastics has provided awareness, prevention and reporting 

information regarding sexual misconduct to professional members, member clubs, 

athlete members and their families." 

59.   The bylaws of Defendant USAG, or similar bylaws previously enacted, were 

made in conformance with, and under the mandate of, Defendant USOC, and were 

intended to protect minor gymnasts, including Plaintiff, from sexual abuse, a known and 

foreseeable risk posed to minor athletes in amateur sports. 

60.   ln 2010, Defendant USOC convened what it termed the "Working Group for 

Safe Training Environments" in order to address, among many things, physical and 

sexual abuse of amateur athletes in NGB's. lt was not until 2011, after the commission 

Case 1:18-cv-01124   ECF No. 1 filed 09/27/18   PageID.10   Page 10 of 47Case 19-50012    Doc 134-4    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 49 of 365



11 
 

met, that Defendant USOC hired an individual to head its "SafeSport" program and not 

until 2012 that a "SafeSport" Handbook was adopted and promulgated safeguards and 

safety protections for minor athletes, from the ravages of sexual abuse. Despite only 

instituting these SafeSport policies in 2012, Defendant USOC was acutely aware of the 

ravages of sexual abuse posed to minors in amateur sports, for at least a decade prior 

to this SafeSport program being created, as they were informed by former Defendant  

USAG President, Robert "Bob" Colarossi. 
 
 61. As a requirement for NGBs, such as Defendant USAG, to remain in "good 

standing" with Defendant USOC, Defendant USOC policies require that USAG "...1 ) comply 

with the safe sport policies of the corporation and with the policies and procedures of the 

independent safe sport organization designated by the corporation to enhance safe 

sport practices and to investigate and resolve safe sport violations (no exceptions to this 

requirement shall be allowed unless grated by the CEO, or his or her designee, after 

allowing the [NGB] or PSO to present the reasons for such exception)..."  The Plaintiffs 

are informed and believe, and on that basis allege, that the Safe Sport program was 

introduced in or around 2011, and that such policies have become more stringent over 

the years. Nevertheless, the Defendant USOC continued to fail to adequately enforce 

these policies against Nassar, and has continually failed to uphold said policies through 

proper reporting, supervision, mandates on NGBs (including Defendant USAG), and 

other preventative procedures. Even as the SafeSport policies state today herein, 

Defendant USOC still failed to uphold these policies and procedures, had they been in 

place at the commencement of plaintiff’s sexual abuse. Defendant USOC has and had a 

culture and atmosphere that conceals known and suspected sexual abusers, which 

transcends all policies and procedures that are set in place. For this reason, Defendant 
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USOC has a practice and culture of ignoring its own internal rules and mandates for 

NGBs, in order to protect its reputation and blind itself to known abusers within the 

ranks of NGBs for which it is responsible. 

 62. The USOC similarly touts that it's policies prevent "...USOC employees, 

coaches, contracted staff, volunteers, board members, committee and task force 

members, and other individuals working with athletes or other sport participants while at 

an OTC, whether or not they are employees of the USOC" and "...[a]thletes training 

and/or residing at a USOC Olympic Training Center" from engaging in sexually-abusive 

misconduct, including "child sexual abuse" and "sexual misconduct." USOC Safe Sport 

Policies, Section ll(c). Defendant USOC also has policies identifying "grooming" 

behaviors, which it defines ds, "...the most common strategy used by offenders to seduce 

their victims." 

 63. Despite their obligations under the Ted Stevens Act and their bylaws, 

rules, policies and procedures purporting to protect young athletes, Defendants USOC 

and USAG never ensured, audited, or checked to confirm that these policies were 

properly implemented, enforced, or effective at detecting, preventing, and remedying 

abuse perpetrated by certified coaches and at sanctioned facilities and events. Had 

Defendants USOC and USAG upheld their duties under federal law, the repeated 

sexual abuse suffered by Plaintiff and so many others could have been avoided. 

64. During all relevant times during Plaintiff’s aburse, Defendants USOC and 

USAG were responsible for ensuring that there was adequate supervision for minors 

competing at USOC and USAG sanctioned events, that reasonable safety protocols 

ensuring the safety of those minors at those events were rn place, and that reasonable 

supervision, training, and oversight procedures for all medical care provided to gymnasts 
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at said events was also in place, including training of staff on identification of sexual 

abuse, proper procedures, use of proper medical care, and staffing of ample medical 

personnel to ensure proper care of all minor gymnasts, including Plaintiffs. 

65. Despite these duties under the law, Defendants USOC and USAG 

implemented virtually no safety protocols or procedures at USAG and USOC 

sanctioned events that Plaintiff and other participated in, and failed to provide any 

supervision for minor gymnasts, including Plaintiff, competing in USAG and USOC 

sanctioned events. 

66.   ln March of 2017, under the United States Senate Judiciary Committee's 

inquiry into the failure of the Defendants USAG and USOC in protecting gymnasts from 

sexual assault, specifically centered around Nassar, the Defendant USOC's president 

publicly admitted, "[t]he Olympic community failed the people it was supposed to 

protect." 

67.   ln January 2018, former USOC Chief Executive Officer Scott Blackmun 

issued an apology to victims, stating that USOC is "sorry you weren't afforded a safe 

opportunity to pursue your sport dreams. The Olympic family is among those that have 

failed you." 

68.   On January 31, 2018, amid public outcry and a threat by Defendant USOC to 

wholly decertify the organization, all members of the board of directors for Defendant 

USAG resigned. 

69.   Defendants USAG's and USOC's conduct has been so egregious and with 

utter disregard for young gymnasts, that Congress responded by enacting the Safe 

Sport Act on February 14, 2018, which was promulgated "to promote a safe 

environment in sports that is free from abuse, including emotional, physical, and sexual 

abuse, of any amateur athlete." 
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70. As of February 14,2018, the Safe Sport Act mandates that Defendants 

USAG and USOC, along with their agent coaches and members, report any assault or 

abuse to authorities within 24 hours. The Safe Sport Act makes non-reporting assault or 

abuse a federal crime and imposes a significant fine, as well as other damages. 

Additionally, under the Safe Sport Act, an independent body, the U.S. Center for Safe 

Sport ("Center for Safe Sport"), was created to adjudicate the sexual abuse cases in the 

Olympic Movement and other amateur athlete settings. 

71. ln June 2018, Defendant USAG was required to testify at Congressional 

hearings.  During those hearings, Steve Penny, Past President of USAG, pled the Fifth 

Amendment, refusing to answer any questions. During that same hearing, Rhonda 

Faehn, former Director of the Women's program for USAG, testified that Penny told her 

not to tell anyone about accusations of sexual assault and molestation of gymnasts. 

72. Although Defendant USOC has acknowledged its responsibility for allowing 

years of abuse, upon information and belief, to date, it has not decertified Defendant 

USAG. Defendant USAG still retains the power to appoint and control coaches, clubs, 

and athletes, despite USAG's negligent conduct and ongoing violations of the Safe Sport 

Act. 

73.   Plaintiff is informed, and believes, and on that basis alleges that Defendants 

USOC and USAG were aware, at the highest levels of their organizations, that Nassar 

had molested USAG member gymnasts who participated with Defendant USAG, an 

NGB under Defendant USOC's charter, while Nassar was permitted to return to his 

medical practice at Michigan State University (hereinafter "MSU") without MSU being 

warned, advised or othenruise contacted by Defendants USOC or USAG regarding 
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Defendant USAG's and USOC's knowledge of Nassar's sexual abuse of minor 

gymnasts. 

74. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and on that basis allege that despite 

Defendant USOC having knowledge of Nassar's molestation of minor gymnasts as early as 

2015, Defendant USOC concealed their involvement with Defendant USAG, concealed its 

knowledge of Nassar's sexual misconduct with minor children, and ultimately, 

misdirected the United States Senate into believing that Defendant USOC had only 

failed to protect minor gymnasts through lack of oversight. 

75.   Plaintiff is are informed and believes, and on that basis alleges that 

Defendant USOC knew that Nassar had been removed from Defendant USAG for 

allegations of child molestation as early as 2015 (as it was Defendant USOC's custom 

and practice to necessarily learn of reports of child molestation by an NGB employee, 

like those made to Defendant USAG in 2015) given that Defendant USOC was 

responsible for the supervision of Defendants USAG.  Nonetheless, Defendant USOC 

had representatives present at the March 2017 Senate Judiciary Committee Hearing 

and concealed their prior knowledge of Nassar being a pedophile and sexual abuser, 

leaving the Senators, those present and the public with the false impression that 

Defendant USOC simply failed to implement proper procedures to prevent abuse. 

During this hearing, and as early as 2015, Defendant USOC had knowledge that Nassar 

had abused young girls, and that he continued to sexually abuse young girls for over 

another year, without notifying, informing, or otherwise communicating this knowledge to 

MSU or others. 

76.   Nassar acted as an employee and/or agent of Twistars and regularly 

provided services or treatment to to USAG members that competed in USAG 

sanctioned events put on by Twistars. 
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 77. As a former physician of Osteopathic Medicine, Nassar's medical care and 

treatment should have consisted largely of osteopathic adjustments and kinesiology 

treatment to patients. 

 78. Nassar is not and has never been a medical doctor of obstetrics or 

gynecology. 

79. While employed by and/or an agent of Defendants USAG and USOC, 

Nassar practiced medicine at Michigan State University's Sports Medicine Clinic, at 

USOC and USAG sanctioned events worldwide. 

80.  Nassar was a renowned orthopedic sports medicine physician, well 

respected in the gymnastics and Lansing communities and the team doctor of the 

United States Gymnastics team. 

81. Nassar was promoted as the USOC and USAG team doctor and received 

patients because of his status as team doctor. 

82. The work performed by Nassar for Defendants USAG and USOC was 

performed within the course and scope of Nassar's employment and/or agency with 

Defendants, and Defendants were responsible for supervising Nassar, protecting the 

Plaintiff from Nassar and warning the Plaintiff’s parents of the risk posed by Nassar to 

the Plaintiff and other minor girls in Defendants' care. 

83. While employed by Defendants and/or acting as an agent or 

representative, Nassar sexually assaulted, abused, and molested numerous female 

patients, including Plaintiff, by engaging in nonconsensual sexual assault, battery, 

molestation, and harassment, including, but not limited to, digital vaginal and anal 

penetration without the use of gloves or lubricant.  Defendants were responsible for 
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Plaintiff’s safety, supervision and well-being at all relevant times and specifically at the 

time of the assaults. 

84.  The use of gloves when exposed to potentially infectious material, 

including vaginal secretion, is mandated by the Michigan Administrative Code 

R.325.70001 et seq. 

85. Plaintiffis informed and believes, and on that basis alleges that 

Defendants, at all relevant times to Plaintiff’s abuse, knew that Nassar was performing 

purported medical treatments on minor children including the Plaintiffs, knew that 

Nassar had complaints pertaining to these purported medical treatments (which were 

disguised, sexually abusive acts), but nonetheless allowed Nassar to continue working 

for Defendants, at USAG and USOC sanctioned events, without any prior warning, 

protection, or remedial steps taken to limit his access to minor children. 

86. For over 20 years, Nassar had unrestricted and unmonitored access to 

young female athletes through the Sports Medicine Clinic at MSU, USAG and USOC 

sanctioned events, and all regularly and routinely referred young female athletes to his 

care 

87.  ln or around 2011 , John Geddert was traveling in a vehicle with members 

of the USAG Senior NationalTeam, including Aly Raisman. 

88. At the time, John Geddert was serving in his capacity as an agent for 

Defendants USAG and USOC as an Olympic Coach. 

89. Ms. Raisman indicated she and her teammates would talk about Nassar's 

conduct amongst themselves. 

90. While traveling together, in John Geddert's presence, one of Ms. 

Raisman's teammates described in graphic detail what Nassar had done to her the prior 
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evening-including specific details that constituted Nassar's sexual assault of a minor 

child. 

91. Ms. Raisman stated Defendant Geddert did not question her or teammate 

about the statements made. 

92. As early as 1998, through Defendant Geddert, Defendant USOC had 

notice of Nassar's misconduct and propensity to sexually abuse and assault girls and 

young women. 

93. ln or around June 2015, Margaret Nichols and other athletes were 

overheard discussing Nassar's misconduct at the Karolyi Ranch. 

94. The "Karolyi Ranch" was designated as being the United States' Olympic  

Training Center, thus, was required to follow all protocols, mandates, policies, bylaws, 

rules, and/or practices of Defendant USOC (as well as Defendant USAG). 

95. Defendant USOC was responsible for ensuring that the Karolyi Ranch, 

provided adequate supervision for the minors training and competing thereat, 

reasonable safety protocols ensuring the safety of those minors, and reasonable 

supervrsron, training, and oversight procedures for all medical care provided to 

gymnasts at the Karolyi Ranch, including training of staff on identification of sexual 

abuse, proper procedures, use Karolyi Ranch, including training of staff on identification 

of sexual abuse, proper procedures, use of proper medical care, and staffing of ample 

medical personnel to ensure proper care of all minor gymnasts. 

96. An adult reported Ms. Nichols' concerns to USAG. 

97. Ms. Nichols' complaints were received by former USAG President and 

CEO Steve Penny. 
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98. After receiving these complaints in approximately summer 2015, Defendant 

USAG relieved Nassar of his duties.2 

99. Upon information and belief, Defendant USOC was made aware of the 

same allegations in 2015. 

100.  At no time did Defendants USAG or USOC inform Michigan State 

University, Michigan State University Trustees, or other Michigan State University 

representatives of the concerns that led to Nassar being relieved from his duties with 

Defendant USAG and USOC. 

101.  At no time did Defendants USAG or USOC inform its member athletes, 

coaches, member clubs or the public that Nassar had been dismissed, relieved from his 

duties, and was under criminal investigation. 

102.  lnstead Defendants USAG and USOC allowed its members and the public 

to believe Nassar simply "retired." As a result, Nassar continued to have unfettered 

access to minor athletes and young women for the following year, during which further 

assaults were perpetrated on Plaintifls and others. 

 
103. In approximately December 2016, Defendant USAG Settled one or more 

claims against it involving allegations of sexual abuse by Nassar against Olympic gold-

medal-winning gymnast McKayla Maroney pursuant to a confidential settlement 

agreement in California. 

104. Upon information and belief, USAG entered into one or more confidential 

settlement agreements in California involving claims of sex abuse or other acts that 

could be prosecuted as a felony sex offense by Nassar. 
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105. Notably, California law prohibits confidential settlements in cases involving 

allegations of child sexual abuse or an act that could be prosecuted as a felony sex 

offense.  CAL. CIV. Code § 1002. 

106. Upon information and belief, USAG’s settlement agreement with McKayla 

Maroney is not the first or the only settlement agreement that USAG has entered into to 

resolve civil claims of victims of sexual abuse by Nassar against USAG. 

107. late November 2016, Nassar was arrested and charged in lngham County, 

Michigan on three charges of first-degree criminal sexual conductwith a person under 

13, and was later released on a $1 million bond. 

108. ln mid-December 2016, Nassarwas indicted, arrested, and charged in the 

United States District Court for the Western District of Michigan in Grand Rapids, 

Michigan on charges of possession of child pornography and receipt/attempted receipt 

of child pornography. 

109. According to the federal indictment, Nassar: 
 

a.      Knowingly received and attempted to receive child pornography  
  between approximately September 18, 2004 and December   

   1, 2004; 

b.      Knowingly possessed thousands of images of child pornography  
   between approximately February 6, 2003 and September 20, 2016, 
   including images involving a minor who was under the age of 12. 

110.  Testimony given by an FBI agent at a hearing held on December 21, 2016, 

alleged, among other allegations, that Nassar used a GoPro camera to record video 

images of children in a swimming pool and that: 

a.     Nassar's hand can be seen grabbing one girl's hand and shoving it  
   into the vaginal area of another girl; and 

b.     Nassar's thumb can be seen pressing into a child's vagina/vaginal 
area. 
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111. On February 7, 2017, a superseding indictment added an additional count 

of "Destruction and Concealment of Records and Tangible Objects" alleging between 

September 19, 2016 and September 20, 2016, Nassar "caused a third-party vendor to 

permanently delete and destroy all images, records, documents, and files contained on 

the hard drive of a laptop computer, and the defendant threw in the trash a number of 

external hard drives.” 

112. On February 17, 2017, at a preliminary examination, Nassar was ordered 

to stand trial on three charges of first-degree criminal sexual conduct with a person 

under 13 in Ingham County following testimony which included, among others, 

allegations of digital vaginal penetration at Nassar's residence. 

113. On February 22, 2017, Nassar was arraigned on 22 counts of first-degree 

criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13 years old, and 14 counts of third-degree 

criminal sexual conduct with a person under the age of 13 years old in Ingham County, 

Michigan and Eaton County, Michigan. 

114. In mid-March 2017, Steve Penny resigned as president of Defendant 

USAG amid allegations Defendant USAG failed to promptly notify authorities of 

allegations raised against Nassar. 

115. Over several days in May and June 2017, victims testified regarding 

Nassar's conduct during appointments held at MSU and Nassar's residence for medical 

treatment. 

116.  Other victims also testified Nassar engaged in vaginal and anal digital 

penetration without notice, gloves, lubricant, or consent from their parents.  

117. On June 23, 2017, Nassar was ordered to stand trial on twelve charges of 

first degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13 in Ingham County following 
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conclusion of the preliminary examination hearing which included, among others, 

allegations of digital vaginal and anal penetration at MSU and Defendant Nassar’s 

residence. 

118. On July 10, 2017 Nassar pleaded guilty to the federal charges of child 

pornography, receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography, and destruction and 

concealment of records and tangible objects. 

119. On November 11, 2017 Nassar pleaded guilty to seven counts of first 

degree sexual conduct in Ingham County Circuit Court 

120.  On November 29, 2017 Nassar pleaded guilty to three counts of first 

degree criminal sexual conduct in Eaton County Circuit Court 

121. On December 7, 2017 Nassar was sentenced to 60 years in federal 

prison for the child pornography charges. 

122. On January 24, 2018 Nassar was sentenced in the Ingham County Circuit 

Court for the State of Michigan to 40 to 175 years in prison on seven sexual assault 

charges 

123. On February 5, 2018 Nassar was sentenced in the Eaton County Circuit 

Court for the State of Michigan to 40 to 125 year in prison on three sexual assault 

charges. 

124. The acts, conduct, and omissions of Defendants, and their policies, 

customs, and practices with respect to investigating sexual assault allegations severely 

compromised the safety and health of plaintiff and an unknown number of individuals, 

and have results in the sexual assault, battery, molestation, and harassment of plaintiff 

by Nassar which has been devastating for Plaintiff and her family. 
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125. A special, confidential and fiduciary relationship was created between 

plaintiff  and Defendant USAG when plaintiff sought medical treatment from Nassar in 

course and scope of his employment agency and./or representation of defendant 

USAG resulting in Defendant USAG owing plaintiff a duty to disclose known acts of 

sexual assault, battery, molestation and harassment against plaintiff. 

126. A special, confidential and fiduciary relationship was created and existed 

between Nassar and Defendant USAG, resulting in Defendant USAG owing plaintiff a 

duty to disclose known acts of sexual assault, battery, molestation, and harassment of 

plaintiff. 

 127. This action arises from defendant’s blatant disregard for plaintiff’s federal 

and state rights and defendant’s deliberately indifferent and unreasonable response to 

physician-on-athlete sexual assault, battery, molestation and harassment. 

128. Plaintiff wase made aware of Nassar's widespread sexual abuse through 

related media coverage. 

129. All of Plaintiffs' claims are timely brought under Michigan Public Act 183 of 

2018 or othenruise. 

V.  SPECIFIC FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

 130. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 131. Plaintiff Jane Doe 05, is a competitive gymnast and a member of USA 

Gymnastics. 

 132. Plaintiff, Jane Doe 05, was treated by Nassar at his office at MSU Sports 

Medicine Clinic and various gymnastic meets from 2015 through 2016. 

 133. In 2015, Plaintiff was 16 years old. 
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 134. Plaintiff Jane Doe 05 presented to Nassar with complaints of injuries to 

her back as a result of gymnastics. 

 135. In multiple appointments between 2015 and 2016 Nassar sexually 

assaulted, abused, molested and molested plaintiff Jane Doe 05.  

136. Nassar did not explain his conduct disguised as “treatment” as a medical 

procedure to plaintiff Jane Doe 05. 

 137. Nassar did not give prior notice or obtain consent for digital penetration 

from Jane Doe 05. 

 138. Plaintiff Jane Doe 05 did not seek treatment or intend to seek treatment 

with Nassar for OB/GYN issues. 

 139. Plaintiffs believe the conduct by Nassar was sexual assault, abuse and 

molestation and for Nassar’s pleasure and self-gratification. 

VI.  FRAUDULENT CONCEALMENT 
DEFENDANTS USAG AND USOC 

 
140. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

141. Plaintiff sought and received medical treatment from Defendants USAG 

and USOC and was in a special relationship with Defendants USAG  and USOC due to 

its provision of medical treatment to its athletes. 

142. Given the special relationship, Defendants USAG and USOC had a duty 

to disclose and to warn and protect the athletes and patients who sought treatment at its 

sanctioned events with its doctor. 

143. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the fraud claims made below and  

hereby alleges that Defendants USAG and USOC committed fraudulent concealment by 

committing fraud, as described in detail above and below, and concealing the existence 
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of Plaintiff’s claims and that Plaintiff had a cause of action against Nassar and/or 

Defendants USAG and USOC at the time his sexual assaults occurred by Nassar making 

a material representation(s) to Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by: 

a. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct were 
a "new procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 
 

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as 
"treatment," as a pelvic adjustment; 

 
c. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 

"checking your sternum"; 
 

d. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 
doing a "breast exam"; 

 
e. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 

“treatment" and that it was the same that he performed on Olympic 
athletes; 

 
f. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 

"attempting to manipulate their ribs"; and 
 

g. making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff and another medical 
professional; that the position of his hand was in an appropriate 
place, when it was not and while he was digitally penetrating 
Plaintiff, all which were made contemporaneously and/or shortly 
after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by 
Defendant Nassar. 

 
144. The material representation(s) to Plaintiff by Nassar were false, in that he 

was actually performing the “treatment[s]” for his own sexual gratification and pleasure 

evidenced by his observed arousal, flushed face, and closing of the eyes during the 

conduct. 

145. When Nassar made the material representation(s), he knew that they were 

false, in that he knew that the "treatment[s]" were not proper, appropriate, legitimate, 

and/or considered within standard of care by any physician of any specialty and/or sports 

therapist;  
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146.  Upon information and belief, Defendants USAG and USOC had 

knowledge of Nassar's criminal propensityof committing sexual abuse as earlyas 1998. 

This is confirmed by the following evidence: 

 
a. Upon information and belief, in 1998, Defendant USAG received a  

complaintabout Larry Nassar's sexual abuse by a parent of Jane A71 
Doe. The complaint was made directly to US Olympic Gymnastics 
Head Coach, John Geddert, a longtime agent of USAG and USOC. 

 
b. Upon information and belief, the parent of Plaintiff Jane A71 Doe, 

also complained of Nassar's sexual abuse to other USAG coaches 
while Plaintiff Jane A71 Doe was engaged in gymnastics activities at 
the Twistars facility, which is a USAG/USOC registered gymnastics 
club. 

 
c. During Nassar's preliminary examination on May 12, 2017 in the  
 55th District Court 39 in lngham County, Michigan, a young woman   
 testified regarding an instance of sexual assault that occurred at  
 Twistars' facility in Dimondale, Michigan in approximately 2010  
 when she was fifteen years old. She testified that, "Mostly all I 
 remember is [Nassar] doing the treatment on me with his fingers in  
 my vagina, massaging my back with a towel over my butt, and John  
 [Geddert] walking in and making a joke that l guess my back really  
 did hurt, and then I was uncomfortable because John [Geddert]  
 was in there duringthat." 

 
d. Altogether, between 1999 and 2016, at least thirty-two (32) USAG 

gymnasts were sexually abused by Larry Nasser while participating 
in USAG/USOC-sanctioned events, at USAG's and USOC'S famed 
Karolyi Ranch, and at the USAG/USOC gymnastics club, Twistars. 
Upon information and belief, the living quarters and scheduling 
routines of these gymnasts were such that it was nearly impossible 
for USAG coaches, USAG trainers, and USAG/USOC agents to not 
know what Larry Nasser was doing. 

 
147. Nassar made the material representation(s) with the intent that the material 

representation(s) should be acted upon by Plaintiff, in that Plaintiff: 

a. should believe that the “treatment[s]” were in fact "treatments"; 
 

b. should believe that the “treatment[s]” were proper, appropriate, and 
legitimate; 
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c. should not believe that she had been sexually assaulted so that he 

could prevent discovery of his sexual assaults; 
 

d. should continue the "treatment[s] so that he could continue to 
sexually assault her"; 

 
e. should not question and/or report the conduct to appropriate 

authorities; and 
 

f. should reasonably believe that she had and was not aware of a 
possible cause of action that she had against Nassar and/or 
Defendant USAG. 

 
148. Plaintiff acted in reliance upon Nassar's material representation(s), in that  

Plaintiff: 

a. reasonably believed that the “treatment[s]” were in fact "treatment[s]"; 
 
b. reasonably believed that the 'treatments" were proper, appropriate, 

and legitimate; 
 
c. reasonably did not believe that she had been sexually assaulted; 
 
d. believed that she should continue the "treatment[s]"; 
 
e. reasonably did not believe that she should question and/or report the 

conduct to appropriate authorities; and  
 

f. reasonably did not believe that she had and was not aware of a 
possible cause of action that she had against Nassar and/or 
Defendant USAG. 

 
149. Plaintiff thereby suffered injury, in that Plaintiff: 
 

a. could not stop the sexual assault; 
 

b. continued to undergo the "treatment[s]" and sexual assaults; and 
 

c. suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 
infections, related physical manifestations thereof, sleep 
deprivation, physical illness, vomiting, severe emotional distress, 
shock, humiliation, fright, grief, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 
disgrace, loss of familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life and 
will continue to suffer pain of mind and body, was prevented and will 
continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities 
and obtaining the full enjoyment of life 
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150.  Nassar concealed the fraud by making a fraudulent material 

representation(s) to Plaintiff that was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry 

and escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that he 

made a material representation(s) to Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by: 

a. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct were 
a "new procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 
 

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as 
"treatment," as a pelvic adjustment; 

 
c. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 

“treatment" and that it was the same that he performed on Olympic 
athletes; and 

 
d. making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff and another medical 

professional; that the position of his hand was in an appropriate 
place, when it was not and while he was digitally penetrating 
Plaintiff, all which were made contemporaneously and/or shortly 
after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by 
Defendant Nassar. 

 
151. Nassar concealed the fraud by an affirmative act(s) that was/were 

designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent 

subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that he: 

a. positioned himself in a manner in which parents or chaperones in 
the room could not see his conduct, so that he could conceal and 
prevent discovery of his conduct; 
 

b. dismissed a medical professional from the room, during an 
examination of Plaintiff while he was digitally penetrating Plaintiff, 
who questioned the placement of his hands; 

 
c. prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, 

guardians, and/or caregivers from being in the room during 
examinations and treatments of Plaintiff so that he could sexually 
assault Plaintiff; 

 
d. did not abide by or follow the standard and care which requires 

another medical professional, chaperone, parent, guardian, and/or 
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caregiver be in the room during the examination and treatment of 
minors and female patients; 

 
e. did not abide by or follow Defendant USAG's Code of Ethics,  

Participant Welfare Policy, Safety/Risk Management Certification, 
principles in Gymnastics Risk Management Safety Course 
Handbook, and Prohibited Conduct policy, which he was a part of 
creating by not examining patients in the presence of a parent, 
chaperone, guardian, and/or caregiver; and 

 
f. gave patients, at appointments, gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, 

leotards, and other items, some with USAG logos and others without, 
in order to gain their trust. 

 
152. The actions and inactions of Nassar, as described in the preceding 

paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment. 

153. At all times pertinent to this action, Nassar was an agent, apparent agent, 

servant, and employee of Defendant USAG and operated within the scope of his 

employment and his Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to Defendant USAG. 

154. At all times material hereto, Plaintiff was entirely free of any negligence 

contributing to the injuries and damages hereinafter alleged. 

VII. MASHA’S LAW 
18 U.S.C. § 2255 

DEFENDANTS  USAG AND USOC 
 

155. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

156. Defendants USAG, USOC, and Nassar formed a venture (hereinafter "the 

Venture") by virtue of their agency, commercial, financial, reputational, or oversight 

relationships with each other in the area of competitive gymnastics. 

157. Through the Venture, Defendants USAG, USOC, and Nassar engaged in 

sextrafficking of children byfraud in violation of 18 U.S.C. S 1591. 
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158.  Masha's Law, 18 U.S.C. S 2255, provides an individual private cause of 

action for any person who suffers personal injuries while a minor as a result of a 

violation of 18 U.S.C. S 1591. 

159. Plaintiff was among the intended target of the Venture because she was 

and amateur and elite gymnasts seeking to compete at the highest levels of the sport, 

including but not limited to the national, global, and Olympic levels. 

160.  Due to Plaintiff’s participation and involvement with competitive 

gymnastics, the Venture knowingly benefited financially and reputationally through its 

association with Nassar. 

161.  The Defendants benefited financially and reputationally and also received 

prestige, fame, and global recognition, including winning numerous Olympic medals at 

several Olympic games through their participation in the Venture. 18 U.S.C. § 

1591(a)(2). 

162. The purpose of the Venture in part was to create a system by which 

Nassar was enabled to engage in commercial sex acts with Plaintiff and other young 

gymnasts through a fraudulent representation that he was engaged in legitimate 

medical treatment. 

163. The Defendants received these benefits with knowledge or in reckless 

disregard of the fact that Nassar was engaging in commercial sex acts with Plaintiff 

through use of fraud by intentionally and falsely misrepresenting to Plaintiff that his 

actions constituted legitimate and necessary medical treatments, when in fact Nassar's 

actions constituted sexual abuse for Nassar's own personal gratification. 

164. Nassar's representations to Plaintiff were false when made, he knew they 

were false, and he made them with the intention that Plaintiff would rely on his false 
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statements to her detriment, and, as a result, Plaintiff did in fact rely upon and suffer 

personal injuries in the form of sexual abuse. 

165. Nassar knowingly obtained a financial benefit in the forms of national and 

global exposure, fame, and an increase in the number of patients treated, which in turn 

led to a higher salary, from participation in the Venture. 

166. The Venture engaged in fraud by either knowingly or with reckless 

disregard of the truth, affirmatively representing to Plaintiff, other gymnasts, and the 

public at large that Nassar was a competent and ethical physician. 

167. The Venture's fraudulent representations were used to cause Plaintiff and 

others to engage in commercial sex acts. 

168. The commercial sex acts involved Nassar's digital vaginal and anal 

penetration and touching of breasts, groins, buttocks and inner thighs of gymnasts in 

exchange for the gymnasts receiving some amount of medical treatment, as well as 

support through the Venture including but not limited to financial support, expenses 

being paid, and the prestige associated with being a part of those Venture organizations. 

169. Nassar received value from the commercial sex acts in the form of sexual 

gratification. 

170. The commercial sex acts also conferred value to the Venture as described 

above. 

171. Through the Venture, Nassar was able to engage in commercial sex acts 

with gymnasts throughout the United States and around the world, including at every 

Olympic game from approximately 1996 to 2012. 

172. As a result, the Venture's activities affected interstate and foreign 

commerce. 
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173. As a direct and proximate cause of Defendants USAG, USOC, and 

Nassar's actions in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1591, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to 

suffer parn and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, 

fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder resulting 

in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries.  Plaintiff was prevented and 

will continue to be prevented from performing her daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and has sustained and continues to sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity. Plaintiff seeks to recover actual damages sustained or liquidated 

damages in the amount of $150,000, punitive damages, and the costs of bringing this 

action, including reasonable attorney's fees and other litigation costs reasonably 

incurred. 18 U.S.C. $ 2255(a). 

 

VIII. GROSS NEGLIGENCE 
DEFENDANT USAG AND USOC 

 
174. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

175. Defendants USAG and USOC owed Plaintiff a duty to use due care to 

ensure her safety and freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while 

interacting with its employees, representatives, and/or agents.  

176. Plaintiff is or was a member of USAG, participated in USAG/USOC 

sanctioned events, and was knowledgeable of and referred to Nassar through USAG 

and USOC affiliations. 
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177. Nassar owed Plaintiff a duty to use due care in his capacity as an 

employee, representative, and/or agent of Defendants USAG and USOC. 

178. By seeking medical treatment from Nassar in his capacity as an 

employee, agent, and/or representative of Defendants USAG and USOC, a special, 

confidential, and fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff  and Nassar was created, 

resulting in Nassar owing Plaintiff a duty to use due care. 

179. Defendants USAG's and Jusco’s failure to adequately supervise Nassar 

was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury 

would result to Plaintiff. 

180. Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting Plaintiff 

under the guise of rendering medical "treatment" as an employee, representative, and/or 

agent of Defendants USAG and USOC were so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial 

lack of concern for whether an injury would result to Plaintiff. 

181. Defendants USAG's and USOC’s conduct demonstrated a willful disregard 

for necessary precautions to reasonably protect Plaintiff’s safety. 

182. Defendants USAG's and USOC’s conduct as described above, 

demonstrated a willful disregard for substantial risks to Plaintiff. 

183. Defendants USAG and USOC breached duties owed to Plaintiff and was 

grossly negligent by its actions described above, including but not limited to their failure to 

notify MSU about the reasons for Nassar's separation from USAG  and USOC and more 

broadly the issues surrounding sexual abuse in gymnastics and warning signs and 

reporting requirements. Said acts were committed with reckless disregard for Plaintiff’s 

health, safety, Constitutional and/or statutory rights, and with a substantial lack of concern 

as to whether an injury would result. 
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184. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants USAG's and USOC’s  

actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, 

bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

IX. NEGLIGENCE 
DEFENDANT USAG  AND USOC 

 
 185. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 186. Defendants USAG  and USOC owed Plaintiff a duty of ordinary care to 

ensure her safety and freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while being 

treated by their employees, representatives, and agents. 

 187. Plaintiff, as a member of the USAG, had a reasonable expectation that the 

USAG and USOC were recommending competent and ethical physicians and trainers for 

medical treatment who would carry out said treatment without sexual assault, abuse, and 

molestation. 

 188. By seeking medical treatment from Nassar in his capacity as an employee, 

agent, and/or representative of Defendants USAG and USOC, a special, confidential, and 

fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff and Nassar was created, resulting in Nassar owing 

Plaintiff a duty to use ordinary care. 

 189. Nassar owed Plaintiff a duty of ordinary care in carrying out medical 

treatment. 
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 190. Defendants USAG's and USOC’s failure to adequately train and supervise 

Nassar breached the duty of ordinary care. 

 191. Defendants USAG's and USOC’s failure to properly investigate, address, 

and remedy complaints regarding Nassar's conduct was a breach of ordinary care. 

 192. Defendants USAG's and USOC’s failure to inform Plaintiff and the public of 

the allegations and concerns leading to Nassar's separation from USAG and USOC was a 

breach of ordinary care. 

 193. Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting Plaintiff 

was a breach of the duty to use ordinary care. 

 194. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant’s conduct, actions and/or 

inactions, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

X. VICARIOUS LIABILITY 
DEFENDANTS USAG AND USOC 

 
 195. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 196. Vicarious liability is indirect responsibility imposed by operation of law 

where an employer is bound to keep its employees within their proper bounds and is 

responsible if it fails to do so. 

197. Vicarious liability essentially creates agency between the principal and its 

agent, so that the principal is held to have done what the agent has done. 
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198. Defendant USAG's website contains sites portraying Nassar as the 

recipient of distinguished awards and boasts him as having been "instrumental" to the 

success of USA gymnastics. 

199. Defendant USAG and USOC employed and/or held Nassar out to be their 

agent and/or representative from approximately 1986 to 2015. 

200. Defendants USAG and USOC are vicariously liable for the actions of Nassar 

as described above that were performed during the course of his employment, 

representation, or agency with Defendants USAG and USOC and while he had unfettered 

access to young female athletes. 

201. As a direct and/or proximate cause of Nassar's negligence carried out in 

the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation with Defendant USAG and 

USOC Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life 

XI. EXPRESS/IMPLIED AGENCY 
DEFENDANTS USAG AND USOC 

 
 202. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 203. An agent is a person who is authorized by another to act on its behalf. 

 204. Defendants USAG and USOC intentionally or negligently made 

representations that Nassar was their employee, agent, and/or representative. 
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 205. On the basis of those representations, Plaintiff reasonably believed 

Nassar was acting as an employee, agent, and/or representation of Defendant USAG. 

 206. Plaintiff was injured as a result of Nassar's sexual assault, abuse, and 

molestation as described above carried out through his employment, agency, and/or 

representation with Defendants USAG and USOC. 

 207. Plaintiff was injured because she relied on Defendants USAG and USOC 

to provide employees or agents who would exercise reasonable skill and care. 

 208. As a direct and/or proximate cause of Nassar's negligence carried out in 

the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation with Defendants USAG 

and USOC Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

XII. NEGLIGENT SUPERVISION 
DEFENDANTS USAG AND USOC 

 
 209. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 210. Defendants USAG and USOC had a duty to provide reasonable 

supervision of its employee, agent, and/or representative, Nassar, while he was in the 

course of his employment, agency and/or representation of Defendants USAG and 

USOC and while he interacted with young female athletes including Plaintiff. 
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211. It was reasonably foreseeable given the known sexual abuse in youth 

sports and gymnastics in particular that Nassar, who had prior allegations against him 

had or would sexually abuse children, including Plaintiff, unless properly supervised. 

212. Defendants USAG and USOC by and through its employees, agents, 

managers, and/or assigns such as Mr. Penny or Mr. Colarossi, knew or reasonably 

should have known of Nassar's conduct and/or that Nassar was an unfit employee, 

agent, and/or representative because of his sexual interest in children and young adults. 

213. Defendants USAG and USOC breached their duty to provide reasonable 

supervision of Nassar, and its failure permitted Nassar, who was in a position of trust 

and authority, to commit the acts against Plaintiff. 

214. The aforementioned sexual abuse occurred while Nassar was acting in the 

course of his employment, agency and/or representation of Defendants USAG and USOC. 

215. Defendants USAG and USOC tolerated, authorized, and/or permitted a 

custom, policy, practice, or procedure of insufficient supervision and failed to adequately 

screen, counsel, or discipline Nassar, with the result that Nassar was allowed to violate 

the rights of persons such as Plaintiff  with impunity. 

216. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants USAG's and USOC’s 

negligent supervision, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, 

bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and has sustained and will continue to sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity. 
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XIII. NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO WARN OR PROTECT 
DEFENDANTS USAG AND USOC 

 
 217. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 218. Given the direct or indirect knowledge of sexual abuse in youth sports and 

gymnastics in particular, it was reasonably foreseeable that sexual abuse of minors may 

occur if proper procedures were not taken by Defendants USAG and USOC. 

 219. Defendants USAG  and USOC knew or should have known that Nassar 

posed a risk of harm to Plaintiff or those in Plaintiff’s situation. 

 220. Defendants USAG and USOC had direct and/or constructive knowledge as 

to the dangerous conduct of Nassar and failed to act reasonably and responsibly in 

response. 

 221. Defendants USAG and USOC knew or should have known that Nassar 

previously committed sexual assault, abuse, and molestation and/or was continuing to 

engage in such conduct. 

 222. Defendants USAG and USOC had a duty to warn or protect Plaintiff and 

others in Plaintiff’s situation against the risk of injury by Nassar. 

 223. The duty to disclose this information arose by the special, trusting, 

confidential, and fiduciary relationship between Nassar in his capacity as employee, 

agent, and/or representative of Defendants USAG, USOC and Plaintiff. 

 224. Defendants USAG and USOC breached said duty by failing to warn 

Plaintiff and/or by failing to take reasonable steps to protect Plaintiff from Nassar. 

 225. Defendants USAG and USOC breached its duties to protect Plaintiff by 

failing to detect and/or uncover evidence of sexual abuse and sexual assault, 
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investigate Nassar, adjudicate and suspend and/or ban Nassar from USAG affiliation 

and USAG sanctioned events. 

 226. Defendants USAG and USOC failed to adequately screen, counsel and/or 

discipline Nassar for physical and/or mental conditions that might have rendered him 

unfit to discharge the duties and responsibilities of a physician in his capacity as an 

employee, agent, and/or representative of Defendants USAG and USOC, resulting in 

violation of Plaintiff's rights. 

 227. Defendants USAG and USOC willfully refused to notify, give adequate 

warning, and implement appropriate safeguards to protect Plaintiff from Nassar's 

conduct. 

 228. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants USAG's and USOC’s 

negligent failure to warn or protect, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract 

infections, bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss 

of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented 

and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining 

the full enjoyment of life. 

XIV. NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO TRAIN OR EDUCATE 
DEFENDANTS USAG AND USOC 

 
229. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

230. Defendants USAG and USOC breached its duty to take reasonable 

protective measures to protect Plaintiff and other individuals from the risk of sexual 

abuse and/or sexual assault by Nassar, such as by a failure to properly train or educate 

Plaintiffs and other individuals (including minors) about how to avoid such a risk. 
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231. Defendants USAG and USOC failed to implement reasonable safeguards 

to: 

a. Prevent acts of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by Nassar; 
 
b. Avoid placing Nassar in positions where he would have 

unsupervised contact and interaction with Plaintiff and other young 
athletes. 

 
 232. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants USAG's and USOC’s 

negligent failure to train or educate, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract 

infections, bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss 

of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented 

and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining 

the full enjoyment of life. 

XV. NEGLIGENT RETENTION 
DEFENDANTS USAG and USOC 

 
 233. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 234. Defendants USAG and USOC had a duty to exercise due care when 

credentialing, hiring, retaining, screening, checking, regulating, monitoring, and 

supervising employees, agents and/or representatives, but failed to do so. 

 235. Defendants USAG and USOC were negligent in the retention of Nassar as 

an employee, agent, and/or representative, and in its failure to adequately investigate, 

report, and address complaints about Nassar’s conduct of which it knew or should have 

known. 
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 236. Defendants USAG and USOC were negligent in the retention of Nassar 

after it discovered, or reasonably should have discovered, Nassar's conduct reflected a 

propensity for sexual misconduct. 

 237. Defendants USAG's and USOC’s failure to act in accordance with the 

standard of care resulted in Nassar gaining access to and sexually abusing and/or 

sexually assaulting Plaintiff as well as an unknown number of other individuals. 

 238. The aforementioned negligence in the credentialing, hiring, retaining, 

screening, checking, regulating, monitoring, and supervising of Nassar created a 

foreseeable risk of harm to Plaintiff as well as other minors and young adults. 

 239. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants USAG's and USOC’s 

negligent retention, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, 

bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life; was prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

XVI. INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 
DEFENDANTS USAG AND USOC 

 
 240. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 241. Defendants USAG and USOC allowed Nassar to be in a position where he 

could sexually assault, abuse, and molest children and young adults. 

 242. A reasonable person would not expect Defendants USAG and USOC to 

tolerate or permit its employee, agent, or representative to carry out sexual assault, abuse, 

or molestation. 
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 243. Defendants USAG and USOC held Nassar in high esteem and acclaim 

which in turn encouraged Plaintiff and others to respect and trust Nassar and seek out 

his services and to not question his methods or motives. 

 244. Defendants USAG and USOC protected Nassar in part to bolster its national 

and international reputation in the gymnastics community. 

 245. A reasonable person would not expect Defendants USAG and USOC to 

be incapable of supervising Nassar and/or preventing Nassar from committing acts of 

sexual assault, abuse and molestation. 

 246. Defendants USAG's and USOC’s conduct as described above was 

intentional and/or reckless. 

 247. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants USAG's and USOC’s 

conduct, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

XVII. FRAUD AND MISREPRESENTATION 
DEFENDANTS USAG AND USOC 

 
 248. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 249. From approximately 1986 to summer 2015, Defendants USAG and USOC 

represented to Plaintiff and the public that Nassar was a competent, ethical, and safe 

physician. 
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 250. By representing that Nassar was a team physician and athletic physician at 

Defendant MSU and a National Team Physician with Defendant USAG and USOC, 

Defendants USAG and USOC represented to Plaintiffs and the public that Nassar was 

safe, trustworthy, of high moral and ethical repute, and that Plaintiff and the public need 

not worry about being harmed by Nassar. 

 251. The representations were false when they were made as Nassar had and 

was continuing to sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiff and an unknown number 

of other individuals. 

 252. Additionally, complaints were made to Defendants USAG and USOC, yet 

Defendants USAG and USOC  did not contact Plaintiff, the MSU Defendants, or any 

other clubs, or organizations affiliated with Nassar to inform them of the allegations and 

potential harm to Plaintiff and others. 

 253. Plaintiff relied on the assertions of Defendants USAG and USOC and 

Plaintiff continued to seek treatment of Nassar in the wake of known concerns and 

dangers. 

 254. Plaintiff was subjected to sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as a 

result of Defendants USAG's and USOC’s fraudulent misrepresentations regarding 

Nassar. 

 255. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants USAG's and USOC 

fraudulent misrepresentations, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract 

infections, bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss 

of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life; was prevented 
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and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining 

the full enjoyment of life. 

XVIII. DAMAGES – FOR AFOREMENTIONED CAUSE OF ACTION 

256. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

257. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants actions and/or inactions 

stated above, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; was prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

258. The conduct, actions and/or inactions of Defendants as alleged in the 

above stated counts and causes of action constitute violations of Plaintiff’s 

constitutional and federal rights as well as the common and/or statutory laws of the State 

of Michigan, and the United States District Court has jurisdiction to hear and adjudicate 

said claims. 

259. In whole or in part, as a result of some or all of the above actions and/or 

inactions of Defendants, Plaintiff has and continues to suffer irreparable harm as a 

result of the violations. 

260. The amount in controversy for Plaintiff exceeds the jurisdictional minimum 

of $75,000.00. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff requests this Court and the finder of fact to enter a 

Judgment in Plaintiff’s favor against all named Defendants on all counts and claims as 
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indicated above in an amount consistent with the proofs of trial, and seek against 

Defendants all appropriate damages arising out of law, equity, and fact for each or all of 

the above counts where applicable and hereby request that the trier of fact, be it judge or 

jury, award Plaintiff’s all applicable damages, including but not limited to compensatory, 

special, exemplary and/or punitive damages, in whatever amount Plaintiffs are entitled, 

and all other relief arising out of law, equity, and fact, also including but not limited to: 

a. Compensatory damages in an amount to be determined as fair and 
just under the circumstances, by the trier of fact including, but not 
limited to medical expenses, loss of earnings, mental anguish, 
anxiety, humiliation, and embarrassment, violation of Plaintiffs' 
Constitutional, Federal, and State rights, loss of social pleasure and 
enjoyment, and other damages to be proved; 
 

b. Punitive and/or exemplary damages in an amount to be determined 
as reasonable or just the trier of fact; 

 
c. Reasonable attorney fees, interest, and costs; and 

 
d. Other declaratory, equitable, and/or injunctive relief, including, but 

not limited to implementation of institutional reform and measures of 
accountability to ensure the safety and protection of young athletes 
and other individuals, as appears to be reasonable and just. 

 
 
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
        /s/ Louis G. Corey    
      LOUIS G. COREY (P34377) 
      THE COREY LAW FIRM 
      Attorney for Plaintiff 
      401 N. Main Street 
      Royal Oak,  MI  48067 
      (248) 548-9700 
 
 
 
     
Dated: September 10, 2018 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN – SOUTHERN DIVISION 
 
JANE DOE 05 
 
  Plaintiffs  
vs.        Case No.  
        Hon. 
USA GYMNASTICS, INC. and 
UNITED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
 
  Defendant 
_____________________________________________________________________  
 
LOUIS G. COREY (P34377) 
THE COREY LAW FIRM 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
401 N. Main Street 
Royal Oak,  MI  48067 
(248) 548-9700 
_____________________________________________________________________   
 

JURY DEMAND 
 

Plaintiff, Jane Doe 05, by her attorneys, COREY LAW FIRM, requests a trial by 

jury. 

       
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
        /s/ Louis G. Corey   
      LOUIS G. COREY (P34377) 
      THE COREY LAW FIRM 
      Attorney for Plaintiff 
      401 N. Main Street 
      Royal Oak,  MI  48067 
      (248) 548-9700 
Dated: September 10, 2018 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN — SOUTHERN DIVISION 

KYLIE DICKMAN, Case No.: 1:18-cv-1296 

Plaintiff, Hon. 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY; THE BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES OF MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY; 
LAWRENCE GERARD NASSAR (individual and 
official capacity); USA GYMNASTICS, INC; KATHIE 
KLAGES; (individually and official capacity) WILLIAM 
D. STRAMPEL, D.O. (individually and official capacity) 
JEFFREY R. KOVAN; (individually and official 
capacity); GARY STOLLAK; and (individually and 
official capacity) DESTINY TEACHNOR-HAUK; 
(individually and official capacity), 

Defendants. 

Richard A. Cascarilla (P32364) 
Gary L. Bender (P31557) 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
Murphy & Spagnuolo, P.C. 
2123 University Park Dr., Ste. 130 
Okernos, MI 48864 
(517) 351-2020 
rcascarilla@mbspclaw.com 
gbender@mbspclaw.com. 

COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

A civil action between these parties or other parties arising out of the transaction or occurrence 
alleged in this complaint have been previously filed in this court, where it was given docket 

numbers 1: 17-cv-00676; 1: 17-cv-00349; 1: 18-cv-00172; and 
1: 17-cv-00029 and were assigned to Judge Gordon J Quist these 

actions are still pending 

Case 1:18-cv-01296   ECF No. 1 filed 11/19/18   PageID.1   Page 1 of 87Case 19-50012    Doc 134-4    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 88 of 365



NOW COMES Kylie Dickman, plaintiff herein, by and through her attorneys, Richard A. 

Cascarilla and Gary L. Bender of Murphy & Spagnuolo, P.C., and for her complaint state and 

allege as follows: 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

. This is a civil action for declaratory, injunctive, equitable, and monetary relief for 

injuries sustained by the plaintiff, Kylie Dickman; as a result of the acts and omissions of Lawrence 

Nassar, D.O., (hereinafter "Nassar") Michigan State University (hereinafter "MSU"), the Board 

of Trustees of Michigan State University (hereinafter "MSU Trustees"), USA Gymnastics, Inc. 

("USAG") and their respective employees, representatives, and agents, relating to sexual 

assaults, abuse, molestation, and nonconsensual sexual touching and harassment by defendant 

Nassar against plaintiff. 

2. Plaintiff was a young athlete participating in youth sports including gymnastics. 

3. At all times pertinent hereto, defendant Nassar was retained by defendant MSU and 

defendant USAG to provide medical care, treatment, and advice to Michigan State University 

athletes and members of the general public. Defendant Nassar regularly provided such medical 

care, treatment, and advice at Defendant MSU's Sports Clinic and Clinical Center. 

4. Defendant Nassar came highly recommended to plaintiff as a renowned orthopedic 

sports medicine physician, purportedly well-respected in the sports medicine community, 

specifically in the gymnastics community as the Team Physician for United States Gymnastics 

teams, Twistars and USAG. 

5. Defendant Nassar used his position of trust and confidence to regularly and 

systematically sexually assault, batter, molest, and harass female patients over the entire course of 

his career in his capacity as an employee, agent, and/or representative of Defendants MSU, USAG 
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for his own personal self-gratification. 

6. Despite being informed of defendant Nassar's sexual assault, battery, molestation, 

and harassment, defendants MSU and USAG, failed to take appropriate action to prevent defendant 

Nassar from sexually molesting, abusing, and harassing his patients over the course of his career in 

his capacity as an employee, agent, and/or representative of defendants MSU and USAG. 

7. Plaintiff had no reason to suspect defendant Nassar was anything other than a 

competent and ethical physician. 

8. From approximately 1996 to 2016 defendant Nassar worked for Michigan State 

University in various positions and capacities. 

9. For over 20 years, defendant Nassar had unlimited access to young female athletes 

through the Sports Medicine Clinic at MSU and through his MSU responsibilities of serving other 

athletic organizations around the country. 

10. Defendant MSU was at all relevant times and continues to be a public university 

organized and existing under the laws of the State of Michigan. 

11. MSU received federal financial assistance and is therefore subject to Title IX of the 

Educational Amendment of 1972, 20 USC § 1681(a). 

12. Defendant MSU Trustees is the governing body for Michigan State University. 

13. Defendant MSU and defendant MSU Trustees are hereinafter collectively referred 

to as the MSU defendants. 

14. The Deputy Title IX coordinators for investigations for defendant MSU for the 

relevant years were responsible for all investigations reported to the office of institutional equity, 

including all allegations associated with Title IX. 
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15. William D. Strampel, D.O. was the Dean of the College of Osteopathic Medicine 

at MSU, serving as Dean from approximately 2002 until his retirement in 2018. 

16. MSU Sports Medicine Clinic is a wholly owned affiliate of Michigan State 

University, operating in the County of Ingham, State of Michigan, that offers medical care and 

treatment to individuals, including plaintiff: because MSU Sports Medicine is a program run and 

operated by MSU, and MSU solicits and targets individuals like plaintiff who would fall within 

the university community as defined by its Title IX policies. 

17. From 2013 to 2015, under the guise of medical treatment, defendant Nassar 

sexually assaulted abused, and molested plaintiff as more fully set forth below while she was a 

minor, by nonconsensual vaginal digital penetration without the use of gloves, lubricant or having 

a chaperone present. 

18. Plaintiff was seeking treatment for athletic injuries to her shoulders and back pain. 

19. All of the assaults were carried out at MSU Clinical Center. 

20. Plaintiff was first assaulted in 2013 when she was 14 years old at the MSU Clinical 

Center. Defendant Nassar inserted his ungloved finger into her vagina without lubrication or 

consent. Defendant Nassar failed to have a female employee in the room during the assault. In 

addition, Defendant Nassar repeatedly groped and fondled Plaintiffs breasts. 

21. Plaintiff was sexually assaulted not less than fourteen times over the next two years 

with the abuse finally ending in 2015 when she was 16 years old. 

22. As a result of the sexual assaults, plaintiff was and continues to participate in 

therapy to help her understand and deal with the assaults by a person she was told to trust. 

23. At all relevant times, Nassar maintained an office at MSU in East Lansing, 

Michigan. 

Page 4 of 85 

Case 1:18-cv-01296   ECF No. 1 filed 11/19/18   PageID.4   Page 4 of 87Case 19-50012    Doc 134-4    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 91 of 365



24. At all relevant times, MSU, MSU Trustees, and Nassar were acting under color of 

law, specifically under color of statutes, ordinances, regulations, policies, customs, and usage of 

the State of Michigan or MSU. 

25. At all relevant times, Nassar was in the scope of his employment or agency with 

MSU. 

26. Nassar graduated from Michigan State University with a Doctor of Osteopathic 

Medicine degree in approximately 1993. 

27. Nassar was a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine and has never been a Doctor of 

Obstetrics or Gynecology. 

28. While employed by MSU, Nassar practiced medicine at MSU Sports Medicine 

Clinic which is located on MSU's East Lansing, Michigan campus. 

29. As part of defendant Nassar's employment and contractual duties with MSU, 

defendant Nassar was responsible for spending 70% of his time engaged in "Outreach" and/or 

Public Services. 

30. A part of defendant Nassar's outreach included providing medical treatment to 

athletes some of whom were affiliated with defendant USAG, Twistars USA, Inc. ("Twistars"), as 

well as other secondary athletic events. 

31. Twistars recommended defendant Nassar to plaintiff as a reputable physician 

available to provide treatment for athletic injuries. 

32. Beginning in 2013 through 2015 plaintiff suffered from back and shoulder both left 

and right injuries as a result of participating in gymnastics, track and other sports and was treated 

by defendant Nassar at or through the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic. 
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33. During alleged treatment, Nassar penetrated plaintiffs' vagina and unbeknownst to 

plaintiff, Nassar was apparently doing this for his sexual gratification. 

34. Nassar misrepresented to plaintiff and/or led her to believe that this was the 

appropriate way to treat her injuries. 

35. Because of Nassar's reputation, plaintiff and her parents had no reason to doubt 

Nassar, as MSU, Twistars, and USAG represented him to be reputable, ethical and a trustworthy 

doctor. 

36. Nassar did not give prior notice or obtain consent from plaintiff's or plaintiffs' 

parents for this "treatment" even though all treatments occurred while plaintiff was a minor. 

37. Neither plaintiff nor her parents consented to any touching, rubbing or penetrating 

of plaintiffs' vagina or breasts. 

38. Plaintiff believed the conduct of defendant Nassar constituted medical treatment 

and did not discover or become aware that said conduct breached the standard of care or practice 

or was otherwise unlawful or tortious until she was required to take a Sexual Assault Awareness 

Class on September 23, 2018 while attending MSU as a student. 

39. Plaintiff now understands that the conduct of Nassar constituted sexual assaults, 

abuse, molestation and harassment performed for defendant Nassar's sexual pleasure and 

gratification. 

40. Defendant Nassar admitted under oath at his criminal pleas that the sexual assaults 

did not constitute medical treatment but were acts of criminal sexual assaults. 

41. Nassar's conduct and actions against plaintiff constituted sexual assault, abuse, and 

molestation and was undertaken for Nassar's pleasure and self-gratification contrary to law and 

ethical standards. 
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42. At times, defendant Nassar would position himself in a manner which plaintiffs 

mother, when she was in the room, could not see his criminal and tortuous sexual assaults. 

43. Nassar used his position of trust and confidence in an abusive manner, causing 

plaintiff to suffer a variety of injuries including shock, humiliation, emotional distress and trauma, 

depression, anxiety, and related physical manifestations, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace and loss of enjoyment of life. 

44. MSU learned that Nassar was being charged with a crime in late August of 2016; 

however, MSU failed and refused to notify plaintiff or her parents or anyone similarly situated to 

plaintiff of the same, even though it was reasonably foreseeable that the allegations against Nassar 

would become public and plaintiff and others like her would learn that the treatment she received 

was not treatment, but instead, a sexual assault, and such information could cause, and did cause 

emotional harm and damage. 

45. Plaintiff first discovered that the treatment rendered by defendant Nassar was in 

fact sexual abuse in or around September 27 of 2018 while attending a sexual assault class at MSU 

when for the first time she realized that her treatment was not justifiable medical treatment but 

rather a sexual assault in violation of plaintiffs' rights, privacy, and trust. 

46. For over 20 years, Nassar had unrestricted and unmonitored access to young female 

athletes through the Sports Medicine Clinic at MSU, USAG, Twistars, Red Cedar Gymnastics, the 

Texas Ranch, and secondary public school athletic events who regularly and routinely referred 

young female athletes to his care. 

47. Upon information and belief, defendant MSU investigated the 2014 complaints 

through their office of institutional equity, and also the victim who reported to defendant MSU 
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certain facts, some of which were omitted from the investigative report including but not limited 

to the fact that defendant Nassar was sexually aroused while touching her. 

48. Three months after MSU initiated the investigation, in July of 2014, numerous 

victim complaints were dismissed and defendant MSU determined that they did not understand 

the "nuanced difference" between sexual assault and appropriate medical procedure and deemed 

defendant Nassar's conduct "medically appropriate" and "not of a sexual nature". 

49. Following the investigation, upon information and belief, defendant Nassar became 

subject to new institutional guidelines, one of which is believed that defendant Nassar was not to 

examine or treat patients alone. 

50. Defendant Nassar continued to treat patients alone including this Plaintiff. 

51. Through his position with MSU and his notoriety, defendant Nassar used his 

position of authority as a medical professional to abuse plaintiff without any reasonable 

supervision by MSU. 

52. Defendant Nassar carried out these acts without fully explaining the "treatment" or 

obtaining consent of plaintiff or her parents. 

53. All of defendant Nassar's acts were conducted under the guise of providing medical 

care at his office or through his position at Michigan State University and through his "outreach" 

services. 

54. In 1999, an MSU student athlete reported to trainers and her coach, who were both 

employees of MSU, concerns about Nassar's conduct and "treatment", yet MSU failed to take the 

appropriate action, as required by law, and respond to her complaints, which would have resulted 

in plaintiff not being assaulted by Nassar in the first place. 
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55. Defendant MSU had an obligation under federal and state law to investigate this 

report of sexual assault. 

56. Defendant MSU also had the following obligations, among others, pursuant to its 

Office of Institutional Equity ("OIE") policy: 

a. "To properly take steps to investigate or otherwise determine what occurred and 
then to address instances of relationship violence and sexual misconduct when it 
knows or should have known about such instances; 

b. To inform the MSU police of all reports it receives regarding sexual assaults; 

c. To take immediate steps to initiate the investigatory process to determine what 
happened and resolve the matter properly and equitably; 

d. To take prompt, responsive actions to support a claimant and will take steps to 
eliminate, prevent, or address a hostile environment if it determines that one exists; 

e. To conduct a prompt, adequate, reliable, and partial investigation to determine what 
occurred and then to take appropriate steps to' resolve the situation when it learns 
of an incident of sexual misconduct; 

f. Independently investigate complaints of relationship violence and sexual 
misconduct; 

g. To conduct an investigation by the office of institutional equity under the direction 
of Deputy Title IX coordinator for investigations; and 

h. To properly report allegations of sexual misconduct to the office of institutional 
equity. 

57. Upon information and belief, in violation of federal law, state law, and the 

Michigan State University OIE policy, defendant MSU failed to take any action in response to the 

1999 complaint. 

58. In 2000, another MSU student athlete reported to trainers concerns about Nassar's 

conduct and treatment, yet again MSU failed to take any action in response to her complaints. 
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59. Upon information and belief and in violation of federal law, state law, and the 

Michigan State University OIE policy, MSU failed to take arty action in response to the 2000 

complaint. 

60. Had MSU taken the appropriate action, including, but not limited to, conducting an 

appropriate investigation, its conclusions would have been different and plaintiff would have never 

been assaulted by Nassar. 

61. Additional complaints regarding Nassar's conduct came forth in 2014. A victim 

reported that she had an appointment with Nassar to address hip pain and was sexually abused and 

molested by Nassar when he cupped her buttocks, massaged her vaginal area and became sexually 

aroused. 

62. MSU dismissed the victim's complaint, stating that the complainant did not 

understand the "nuanced difference" between sexual assault and appropriate medical procedure. 

MSU further deemed Nassar's conduct "medically appropriate" and "not of a sexual nature." 

63. As early as 1997, representatives of Michigan State University were made aware 

of defendant Nassar's conduct, yet failed to appropriately respond to allegations, resulting in the 

sexual assault abuse and molestation of plaintiff through approximately 2015. 

64. Michigan State University's deliberate indifference before, during, and after the 

sexual assault, abuse, and molestation of plaintiffs was in violation of Title IX of the Education 

Amendment of 1972, 20 USC § 1681 et sect, 42 USC § 1983 as well as other Federal and State 

laws. 

65. MSU's failure to properly supervise defendant Nassar and its negligence in 

retaining defendant Nassar were in violation of Michigan common law. 
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66. In late November of 2016, defendant Nassar was arrested and charged in Ingham 

County, Michigan on three charges of first degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 

thirteen. Defendant Nassar pled guilty and is currently serving a 40-175 years prison sentence for 

the Ingham County convictions. 

67. Nassar was also charged and pled guilty to three charges of criminal sexual conduct 

in Eaton County, Michigan and on February 5, 2018 was sentenced to 40-125 years in prison. 

68. In December 2016, defendant Nassar was indicted, arrested and charged in Federal 

Court in Grand Rapids, Michigan on charge of possession of child pornography and 

receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography. Nassar pled guilty to multiple child pornography 

charges and on February 5, 2018 received a sentence of 60 years. 

69. The acts, conduct, and omissions of defendant Michigan State University and its 

policies, customs, and practices with respect to investigating sexual assault allegations severely 

compromised the safety and health of plaintiff and an unknown number of individuals, and has 

resulted in repeated instances of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation of plaintiff by defendant 

Nassar, which has been devastating for plaintiff and her family. 

70. This action arises from defendants' blatant disregard for plaintiffs Federal and 

State rights, and defendant's deliberately indifferent and unreasonable response to physician-on-

patient/physician-on-student sexual assault, abuse and molestation. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

71. This action is brought pursuant to Title IX of the Educational Amendment of 1972, 

20 USC § 1681 et seq, as more fully set forth herein. 

72. This is also an action to redress the deprivation of plaintiffs' constitutional rights 

under the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution pursuant to 42 USC § 1983. 
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73. Subject matter jurisdiction is found upon USC § 1331 which give district court's 

jurisdiction over all civil actions arising under the Constitution, laws and treaties of the United 

States. 

74. Subjection matter jurisdiction is also found in 28 USC § 1343 which gives district 

court's original jurisdiction over any civil action authorized by law to be brought by any person to 

redress the deprivation, under color of any state law, statute, ordinance, regulation, customer usage, 

or any right, privilege or immunity secured by the Constitution of the United States or by any act 

of Congress providing for equal rights of citizens or of all persons within the jurisdiction of the 

United States and any civil action to recover damages or to secure equitable relief under any act 

of Congress providing for the protection of civil rights. 

75. Plaintiff further invokes the supplemental jurisdiction of this Court, pursuant to 28 

USC § 1367(a) to hear and decide claims arising under State law that are still related to the claims 

within the original jurisdiction of this Court that they form part of the same case or controversy. 

76. The claims are cognizable under the United States Constitution, 42 USC § 1983, 

20 USC § 1681 et seq and under Michigan law. 

77. All of the events giving rise of this lawsuit occurred in Ingham County which sits 

in the Southern division of the Western district of Michigan. 

78. Venue is proper in the United States District Court for the Western District of 

Michigan, pursuant to 28 USC § 1391(b)(2), and that this is a judicial district in which the events 

giving rise to the claim occurred because Michigan State University is a public university 

organized and existing under the laws of the State of Michigan, and Michigan statutory law 

requires parties to file a notice of intention to file claim in order to maintain any action against the 
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state. In satisfaction of MCL § 600.6431 plaintiff filed a Notice of Intent to file claims with the 

Michigan Court of Claims pursuant to MCL 600.6431on November 14, 2018 (Exhibit 1). 

PARTIES AND KEY INDIVIDUALS 

79. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

80. Plaintiff is currently an adult and resident of the State of Michigan. She was a minor 

at all relevant times when she was sexually assaulted, abused and molested by defendant Nassar. 

All of the assaults occurred in East Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan. 

81. Defendant Laurence "Larry" Nassar, was a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine and 

was at all times relevant hereto a resident of the State of Michigan. Nassar is currently serving a 

sixty-five years prison sentence in Florida. 

82. Defendant Michigan State University was at all relevant times and continues to be 

a public university organized and existing under the laws of the State of Michigan. 

83. Defendant Michigan State University receives Federal financial assistance and is 

therefore subject to Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, 20 USC § 1681(a). 

84. Defendant the Board of Trustees of Michigan State University is the governing 

body for Michigan State University. 

85. Defendant Jeffrey Kovan, D.O. is or was Director of Sports Medicine at Michigan 

State University. 

86. Defendant Gary Stollak, Ph.D., is or was a Michigan State University clinical 

psychologist and Professor of Psychology. 
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87. Defendant Destiny Teachnor-Hauk is or was an athletic trainer for defendant 

Michigan State University for various sports including, but not limited to, softball, track and field, 

gymnastics, rowing and volleyball. 

88. William D. Strampel, D.O. was the Dean of the College of Osteopathic Medicine 

of Michigan State University serving as Dean since approximately 2002 and was the acting dean 

until his dismissal in 2018. 

89. On February 2, 2018, defendant Strampel's computer in his MSU office was seized 

under a search warrant. It contained 50 pornographic images, many of which were thought to be of 

MSU students. Among additional pornographic videos, a video of defendant Nassar performing 

"treatment" on a young female patient was found. 

90. At all relevant time's defendant Strampel was defendant Nassar's supervisor. 

91. On February 9, 2018, MSU interim president John Engler filed a request to the 

Office of the Provost to begin terminating defendant Strampel's employment atMSU. 

92. On March 26, 2018, defendant Strampel was arrested and charged with fourth 

degree criminal sexual conduct, a felony count of misconduct in office and two misdemeanor 

counts of willful neglect. 

93. Defendant Kathy Klages was the head coach of the Michigan State University 

gymnastics program until her suspension and retirement in early 2017. She also conducted 

gymnastics classes and programs for children and young adults not on the varsity gymnastics team. 

Klages has recently been arrested and charged with lying to the police about the fact that she knew 

about the sexual abuse in 1997 and failed to report it to the appropriate authorities. 

94. Defendant USAG was and continues to be an organization incorporated in Indiana, 

authorized to conduct business and conducting business throughout the United States including, 
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but not limited to, the State of Michigan, the State of Indiana and the State of Texas. 

95. USAG advertises on its website: "Since 1990 — prior to almost all other National 

Governing Bodies — USA Gymnastics has provided awareness, prevention and reporting 

information regarding sexual misconduct to professional members, athlete members and their 

families." 

96. Steve Penny was the president of defendant USAG from approximately April 2005 

to March 2017. He was responsible for the overall management and strategic planning of defendant 

USAG. Penny was terminated by the USAG board. Penny has been criminally indicted for matters 

concerning this case. 

97. Defendant USAG requires member clubs to pay it a fee in order to hold defendant 

USAG sanctioned events and training. 

98. Defendant USAG also issues rules and requirements for its member clubs and 

member athletes and exercises degree of control over its member clubs because defendant USAG 

has the authority to revoke a club's membership. 

99. Defendant USAG also requires all coaches, judges, and athletes to pay it a 

membership fee if they want to participate in USA Gymnastics sanctioned events and training. 

100. Defendant USAG received a benefit from its relationship with defendant Nassar in 

the form of medical services rendered to its member athletes, national and global exposure, fame, and 

increased enrollment. 
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COUNT ONE 

VIOLATION OF TITLE IX OF TI- EDUCATION ACT OF 1972: 20 U.S.C. § 1681 et sea 

Against Michigan State University Defendants 

101. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

preceding paragraphs. 

102. "No person in the United States shall on the basis of sex, be ... subject to 

discrimination under any education program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance ..." 

20 USC § 1681(a). (emphasis added) 

103. Title IX also protects third parties from sexual harassment or violence in a school's 

educational program and activities. US Department of Ed. Office of Civil Rights, Dear Colleague 

Letter: Sexual Violence, April 4, 2011, at 4 nll, https://www.2.ed.gov/print/ 

about/offices/listiocr/letters/colleague-201104.html. 

104. Plaintiff is a "person" within the meaning of 20 USC § 1681(a). 

105. MSU receives Federal Financial Assistance for its education program is therefore 

subject to the provisions of Title IX of the Education Act of 1972, 20 USC § 1681 et seq. 

106. MSU is required under Title IX to investigate allegations of sexual assault, sexual 

abuse, and sexual harassment, including, specifically, allegations of sexual abuse, sexual assault, 

or sexual harassment has been committed by an employee. 

107. Defendant Nassar's actions and conduct was carried out under one or more of 

MSU's programs, which provides medical treatment to students, athletes and the general public. 

108. Defendant Nassar's conduct and actions towards plaintiff, that being nonconsensual 

digital vaginal penetration, touching of plaintiffs' vaginal area constitutes sex discrimination under 

Title IX. 
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109. As early as 1997 or 1998 an "appropriate person" at defendant MSU had actual 

knowledge of the sexual assault, abuse, and molestation committed by defendant Nassar. 

110. In or around 1999 the MSU defendants were also put on notice of defendant 

Nassar's conduct by a MSU student and track and cross-country athlete, Christie Achenbach, after 

she complained to MSU employees, including trainers and her head coach, Kelli Bert, that 

defendant Nassar touched her vaginal area although she was seeking treatment for an injured 

hamstring. 

111. Despite her complaints to defendant MSU's employees, agents, and/or 

representatives, including trainers and head coaches, Christie Achenbach's concerns and 

allegations went unaddressed in violation of reporting policies and procedures andTitle IX and in a 

manner that was reckless, deliberately indifferent, and grossly negligent. 

112. Upon information and belief, defendant MSU was notified in 2000 that defendant 

Nassar committed acts of sexual assault, battery, molestation, and harassment when a student 

athlete, Tiffany Thomas Lopez, reported to MSU employees, agents, and/or representatives, 

including the highest ranking employees within MSU's Training Staff, that defendant Nassar 

touched her vaginal area on multiple occasions and inserted his ungloved hand into her vagina, 

although she was seeking treatment for backpain. This would be at least the third report of sexual 

abuse or assault by defendant Nassar. 

113. Upon information and belief, an employee, agent, and/or representative of 

defendant MSU, who was one of three individuals that supervised the training department, told 

Tiffany Thomas Lopez that what happened to her was not sexual abuse, that defendant Nassar was 

a world renowned doctor, that she was not to discuss what happened, and that she was to continue 

seeing defendant Nassar for purported treatment. 
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114. One of the trainers that Ms. Lopez reported to was Lianna Hadden, who is still 

presently employed by MSU as an athletic trainer with the volleyball team. 

115. After reporting the assault to Ms. Hadden, Ms. Lopez also reported the assault to 

Destiny Teachnor-Hauk. 

116. Ms. Lopez told Teachnor-Hauk that she was "extremely uncomfortable," but 

Teachnor-Hauk told Ms. Lopez that Nassar was engaged in actual medical treatment. 

117. Teachnor-Hauk further dissuaded Ms. Lopez from reporting Nassar's conduct by 

telling Ms. Lopez that if Lopez pursued the matter further that it would cast a burden over her 

family and cause Ms. Lopez a lot of heartache and trauma. 

118. Teachnor-Hauk also defended Nassar by stating to Ms. Lopez why she would want 

to drag Nassar through an allegation of sexual assault. 

119. Despite her complaints to defendant MSU employees, agents, and/or 

representatives, including the highest-ranking employees within MSU's Training Staff, Tiffany 

Thomas Lopez's concerns and allegations went unaddressed in violation of reporting policies and 

procedures and Title IX and in a manner that was reckless, deliberately indifferent, and grossly 

negligent. 

120. Upon information and belief, defendant MSU was notified in approximately 2001 or 

2002 that defendant Nassar committed acts of sexual assault, battery, molestation, and harassment 

when Jennifer Rood Bedford, an MSU student athlete on the women's volleyball team, was 

sexually assaulted and abused during "treatment" by defendant Nassar and reported defendant 

Nassar's conduct to defendant MSU's employees, including MSU athletic trainer Lianna Hadden. 

This would be the fourth report of sexual abuse or assault by Defendant Nassar. 

121. According to Ms. Bedford, Nassar was known among the women's volleyball team 
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as the "crotch doc" because of his "unconventional methods" of treating sports injuries with vaginal 

penetrations. 

122. Ms. Hadden dissuaded Ms. Bedford from filing a formal complaint against Nassar 

because it would result in an investigation against Nassar, making an accusation against Nassar and 

statement that she felt that what Nassar did was unprofessional or criminallywrong. 

123. The MSU defendants failed to carry out their duties to investigate and take 

corrective action under Title IX following complaints of sexual assault, abuse and molestation in 

or around 1999 and/or 2000 through 2012. 

124. Three months after initiating an investigation, in July of 2014, the victim 

complaints were dismissed and defendant MSU determined she didn't understand "the nuanced 

difference" between sexual assault and appropriate medical procedure and deemed defendant 

Nassar's conduct "medically appropriate" and "not of a sexual nature." 

125. Following the investigation, upon information and belief, defendant Nassar became 

subject to new institutional guidelines, one of which, is believed, was that defendant Nassar was 

not to examine or treat patients alone. 

126. The MSU defendants failed to adequately supervise or otherwise ensure that 

defendant Nassar complied with the newly imposed institutional guidelines even though the MSU 

defendants had actual knowledge Nassar posed a substantial risk of additional sexual abuse of 

females whom he had unfettered access. The MSU defendants acted with deliberate indifference 

to known acts of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation on its premises by: 

a. failing to investigate and address allegations as required by Title IX; 

b. failing to adequately investigate and address the 2014 complaint regarding 
defendant Nassar's conduct; and, 
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c. failing to institute corrective measures to prevent defendant Nassar from violating 
and sexually abusing other students and individuals, including minors. 

127. The MSU defendants acted with deliberate indifference as its lack of response of 

the allegations of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation was clearly unreasonable in light of the 

known circumstances, defendant Nassar's actions with female athletes, and his access to young 

girls. 

128. Nassar's actions and conduct towards plaintiff of nonconsensual sexual assault, 

battery, and molestation, which includes, unconsented touching and rubbing of plaintiffs' genitalia, 

constitute sex discrimination under Title IX. 

129. After the 1999, 2000, and 2014 complaints, defendant Nassar continued to sexually 

assault, abuse and molest individuals including plaintiff. 

130. The MSU defendants' failure to promptly and appropriately investigate and remedy 

and respond to the sexual assaults after they received notice objected plaintiffs to further 

harassment in a sexually hostile environment, affectively denying them all access to educational 

opportunities at MSU, including medical care. 

131. Defendant MSU's failure to comply with Title IX of the Education Amendments 

of 1972, 20 U.S.C. § 1681, et seq. , 42 U.S.C. 1983, and other federal and state laws, as described 

in this Complaint, contributed to the creation of a sexually hostile environment on MSU's campus 

between 1997 and 2018. 

132. In 2014, following receipt of an unrelated complaint regarding a sexual assault on 

defendant MSU's campus, between 2014 and 2015 the U.S. Department of Education's Office of 

Civil Rights (hereinafter "OCR") conducted an investigation regarding the complainant's 

allegations, another complaint regarding sexual assault and retaliation from 2011, and defendant 
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MSU's response to said complaints, and their general policies, practices, and customs pertaining to 

their responsibilities under Title IX. 

133. The OCR concluded their investigation in 2015 and presented defendant MSU with 

a twenty-one-page agreement containing measures and requirements to resolve the 2011 and 2014 

complaints and to bring defendant MSU in compliance with Title IX. 

134. The report confirmed that the "OCR determined that the University's Title IX 

grievance procedures, in place during the time period covered by OCR's investigation, failed to 

comply with the requirements of Title IX." 

135. The report further confirmed that the "OCR determined that a sexually hostile 

environment existed for and affected numerous students and staff on campus at the University 

during the time period covered by OCR's investigation; and that the University's failure to address 

complaints of sexual harassment, including sexual violence, in a prompt and equitable manner 

caused and may have contributed to a continuation of this sexually hostile environment. " 

136. While the OCR was conducting its investigation, additional complaints regarding 

defendant Nassar's conduct surfaced in 2014. Amanda Thomashow reported she had an 

appointment with defendant Nassar to address hip pain and was sexually abused and molested by 

defendant Nassar when he cupped her buttocks, massaged her breast and vaginal area and he 

became sexually aroused. 

137. Upon information and belief, Kristine Moore, an attorney investigator in defendant 

MSU's Title IX office investigated the 2014 complaints. 

138. However, Amanda Thomashow reported to defendant MSU facts which were 

omitted or withheld from the investigative report including but not limited to thefollowing: 

a. Defendant Nassar was sexually aroused while touching her; and 
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b. The appointment with Defendant Nassar did not end until Amanda Thomashow 
physically removed his hands from her body. 

139. Three months after initiating the investigation, in July 2014, Amanda Thomashow's 

complaints were dismissed and defendant MSU determined she didn't understand the "nuanced 

difference" between sexual assault and an appropriate medical procedure and deemed defendant 

Nassar's conduct "medically appropriate" and "not of a sexual nature." 

140. Following the investigation, on or about July 30, 2014, defendant Strampel sent an 

e-mail to defendant Nassar that provided new institutional guidelines and restrictions that 

defendant Nassar was subject to including: 

a. Defendant Nassar was not to examine or treat patients alone but was to be 
accompanied by a chaperone such as a resident or nurse; 

b. The alleged "procedure" was to be altered to ensure there would be little to no skin 
to skin contact when in certain "regions" and if skin to skin contact was "absolutely 
necessary" the "procedure" was to be explained in detail with another person in the 
room for both the explanation and the "procedure;" and, 

c. New people in the practice were to be "oriented" to ensure understanding with the 
guidelines. 

141. Defendant Strampel sent a copy of the July 30, 2014 e-mail that outlined defendant 

Nassar's restrictions and guidelines to Dietzel. 

142. At all relevant times defendant Strampel was acting in a supervisory role to 

defendant Nassar. 

143. The MSU defendants failed to take any actions to enforce or ensure that defendant 

Nassar was in compliance with restrictions outlined by defendant Strampel in his July 30, 2014 e-

mail to defendantNassar. 

144. Upon information and belief, the MSU defendants failed to take any action to orient 

new MSU employees to ensure that they were aware of the restrictions placed onNassar. 
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145. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU defendants' actions and/or 

inactions, plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestation of emotional distress, embarrassment, anxiety, loss of self-esteem, 

depression, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life and was prevented from 

performing plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life and has sustained 

and will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

COUNT TWO 

VIOLATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS 
42 USC § 1.983 

Against the MSU Defendants and Defendant Nassar 

146. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

147. Plaintiff is a female, is a member of a protected class under the Equal Protection 

Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

148. Plaintiff enjoys the constitutionally protected due process right to be free from the 

invasion of bodily integrity through sexual assault, abuse or molestation. 

149. At all relevant times, defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, and Nassar were acting 

under color of law, to wit, under color of statutes, ordinances, regulations, policies, customs, and 

usages of the State of Michigan and/or defendant Michigan State University. 

150. The acts of the alleged above amount to a violation of these clearly established 

constitutionally protected rights, of which reasonable persons in the MSU defendant's position 

should have known. 

151. The MSU defendants have the ultimate responsibility and authority to train and 

supervise its employees, agents, and/or representatives in the appropriate manor of detecting, 
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reporting, and preventing sexual abuse, assault and molestation, as a matter of acts, custom, policy, 

and/or practice, failed to do so with deliberate indifference. 

152. As a matter of custom, policy, and/or practice, the MSU defendants had and have 

had the ultimate responsibility and authority to investigate complaints against their employees, 

agents, and representatives from all individuals including, but not limited to students, visitors, 

faculty, staff or other employees, agents, and/or representatives, and public, and failed to do so 

with deliberate indifference. 

153. The MSU defendants had a duty to prevent sexual assault, abuse and molestation 

on their campus and premises, including defendant Nassar's "outreach programs", that duty arising 

under the above reference constitutional right, as well as the established rights pursuant to Title 

IX. 

154. Defendant MSU's internal policies provide that "all University employees... are 

expected to promptly report sexual misconduct of relationship violence that they observe or learn 

about and that involves a member of the University community (faculty, staff or student) or 

occurred at a University event or on University property." They state further "that the employee 

must report all relevant details about the alleged relationship violence or sexual misconduct that 

occurred on campus or at campus sponsored events..." 

155. This policy was violated in or around 1999 when a victim reported sexual assault, 

abuse, and molestation by defendant Nassar to MSU representatives, including trainers and a coach 

and no action was taken to address a complaint. 

156. Defendant MSU's internal policies were again violated in 2000 when another 

victim reported sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by defendant Nassar to MSU 

representatives, including trainers and no action was taken to address her complaint. 
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157. The MSU defendants' failure to address the 1999 and 2000 complaints lead to an 

unknown number of individuals being victimized, sexually assaulted, abused, and molested by 

defendant Nassar, including plaintiff. 

158. Additionally, as a continuing pattern of conduct, the MSU defendants' failure to 

properly address the 2014 complaint regarding defendant Nassar conduct also lead to others being 

victimized, sexually assaulted, abused, and molested by defendant Nassar. Ultimately, defendants 

failed to adequately and properly investigate complaints, including, but not limited to: 

a. perform an investigation into improper conduct by defendant Nassar after receiving 
complaints in 1999 and 2000; 

b. thoroughly review and investigate all policies, practices, procedure and training 
materials related to the circumstances surrounding the conduct of defendant Nassar; 

c. recognize sexual assault when reported in 2014 and permitting University officials 
to deem sexual assault as "medically appropriate" and "not of a sexual nature;" and, 

d. ensure all institutional guidelines issued found in the 214 investigation into 
defendant Nassar's conduct were satisfied. 

159. As indicated in the US Department of Education office of Civil Rights Report, the 

MSU defendants had a culture that permitted a sexually hostile environment to exist, affecting 

numerous individuals on defendant MSU's campus, including plaintiff. 

160. As also discussed in its report, defendant MSU's custom, practice, and/or policy of 

failing to address complaints of sexual harassment, including, but not limited to, sexual violence 

in a prompt and equitable manner, caused and may have contributed to a continuation of the 

sexually hostile environment. 

161. By failing to prevent the aforementioned sexual assault, abuse, and molestation of 

plaintiff, and by failing to appropriately respond to reports of defendant Nassar's sexual assault, 
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abuse, and molestation in a manner that was clearly unreasonable, such conduct amounted to 

deliberate indifference, the MSU defendants are liable to plaintiff pursuant to 42 USC § 1983. 

162. The MSU defendants are also liable to plaintiff under 42 USC § 1983 for 

maintaining customs, policies, and practices, which deprived plaintiff of rights secured by the 

Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

163. The MSU defendants tolerated, authorized, and/or permitted a custom, policy, 

practice, or procedure of insufficient supervision and failed to adequately screen, counsel, or 

discipline defendant Nassar with the result that defendant Nassar continued to violate the rights of 

persons such as plaintiff, with impunity. 

164. As a direct and proximate result of MSU defendants actions and inactions, plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestation of emotional distress, anxiety, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, depression, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life and was prevented from performing 

plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life and has sustained and will sustain 

loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

COUNT THREE 

VIOLATION OF THE ELLIOT LARSEN CIVIL RIGHTS ACT MCL 37.2101 

Against the MSU Defendants, Defendant Nassar 

165. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

166. The Elliot-Larsen Civil Rights Act ("Elliot-Larsen") prohibits discrimination based 

on sex. MCL 37.2101. 

167. Discrimination because of sex includes sexual harassment MCL 37.2103(i). 
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168. Sexual harassment means unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, 

and other verbal or physical conduct or communication of a sexual nature MCL 37.2013(i). 

169. Elliot-Larsen protects against sexual harassment in educational institutions. 

170. MSU is an educational institution pursuant to MCL 37.2401. 

171. An educational institution shall not "discriminate against an individual in the full 

utilization of or benefit from the institution, or the services, activities, or programs provided by the 

institution because of ... sex." MCL 37.2401(a). 

172. Elliot Larsen also protects against sexual harassment in places of public 

accommodation. MCL 37.2302. Under this section, an individual shall not be denied "full and 

equal enjoyment of the goods, services, facilities, privileges, advantages, or accommodation of a 

place of public accommodation or public service because of...sex." MCL 37.2302(a). MSU is a 

"place of public accommodation" because its "services, facilities, privileges, advantages or 

accommodations are extended, offered, sold, or otherwise made available to the public." MCL 

37.2301(a). 

173. Plaintiff is a person within the meaning of MCL 37.2103(g). 

174. Nassar's actions and conduct were carried out under one of MSU's programs, 

which provide medical treatment to students, athletes, and the general public, wherein MSU, 

through MSU Sports Medicine Clinic, solicits and markets to people like plaintiff, in places 

plaintiffs participates in sports or other athletic events and various "outreach" programs.. 

175. Nassar's actions and conduct toward plaintiff denied her the full and equal 

enjoyment of MSU services at a place of public accommodation, in violation of Elliot Larsen. 

176. Nassar's actions and conduct toward plaintiff of nonconsensual sexual assault, 

battery, and molestation, which included unconsented touching and rubbing of plaintiff's genitalia 
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and unconsented digital penetration of plaintiff' s vagina constitutes sex discrimination under Elliot 

Larsen. 

177. As a direct and proximate result of the MSU and Nassar actions and inactions, 

plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestation of emotional distress, embarrassment, anxiety, loss of self-esteem, 

depression, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life and was prevented 

from and obtaining the full enjoyment of life and has sustained and will sustain loss of earnings 

and earning capacity as well as other economic damages. 

COUNT FOUR 

FAILURE TO TRAIN AND SUPERVISE 
42 USC § 1983 

Against the MSU Defendants and MSU Trustees 

178. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

preceding paragraphs. 

179. The MSU defendants have the ultimate responsibility and authority to train and 

supervise its employees, agents, and/or representatives including defendant Nassar and all faculty 

and staff regarding their duties to its students, faculty, staff and visitors. 

180. The MSU defendants failed to train and supervise its employees, agents, and/or 

representatives, including all faculty and staff, regarding the following duties: 

a. pursue, report and stop inappropriate sexual conduct on campus; 

b. provide diligent supervision over student athletes and other individuals; 

c. report suspected incident of sexual abuse or sexual assault; 

d. insure the safety of all students, faculty, staff and visitors to defendants MSU 
campus premises; 
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e. provide a safe environment of all students, faculty, staff, and visitors to defendant 
MSU's premises free from sexual harassment; and, 

f. properly train faculty and staff to be aware of their individual responsibilities for 
cleaning and maintaining a safe environment. 

181. The above listed duties are not exhaustive. 

182. The MSU defendants failed to adequately train coaches, trainers, medical staff, and 

others regarding the aforementioned duties, which led to violations of plaintiff rights. 

183. As a result, the MSU defendants deprived plaintiff of her rights secured by the 

Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, in violation of 42 USC § 1983. 

184. As a direct and proximate result of MSU defendant actions and inactions, plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestation of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, anxiety, depression, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life and was prevented from and 

obtaining the full enjoyment of life and has sustained and will sustain loss of earnings and earning 

capacity as well as other economic damages. 

COUNT FIVE 

GROSS NEGLIGENCE 

Against MSU Defendants, MSU Board of Trustees and Defendant Nassar 

185. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

preceding paragraphs. 

186. The MSU defendants owed plaintiff a duty to use due care to ensure her safety and 

freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with their employees, 

representatives, and/or agents, including defendant Nassar. 
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187. Defendant Nassar owed plaintiff a duty of due care in carrying out medical 

treatment as an employee, agents, and/or representative of the MSU defendants. 

188. By seeking medical treatment from defendant Nassar in the course of his 

employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU defendants, a special, confidential, and 

fiduciary relationship between plaintiff and defendant Nassar was created, resulting in defendant 

Nassar owing plaintiff a duty to use due care. 

189. The MSU defendants failed to adequately supervise defendant Nassar especially 

after MSU knew or should have known of complaints regarding his nonconsensual sexual touching 

and assaults during "treatment" and said failure to adequately supervise was so reckless that it 

demonstrated a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to plaintiff. 

190. Defendant Nassar's conduct of sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting plaintiff 

in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU defendant, and under 

the guise of rendering "medical treatment", were so reckless that it demonstrated a substantial lack 

of concern for whether an injury would result to plaintiff. 

191. The MSU defendant's conduct demonstrated a willful disregard for precautions to 

ensure plaintiffs safety. 

192. The MSU defendant's conduct, as described in this complaint, demonstrated a 

willful disregard for substantial risk to plaintiff. 

193. The MSU defendant's breached their duties owed to plaintiff and were grossly 

negligent when they conducted themselves by the actions described above, said acts had been 

committed with reckless disregard for plaintiffs health, safety, constitutional and/or statutory 

rights, and with substantial lack of concern to whether an injury would result and as a direct and 

proximate result of MSU defendant actions and inactions, plaintiff has suffered and continues to 
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suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestation of emotional 

distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, depression, disgrace, fright, anxiety, grief, 

humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life and was prevented from and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life and has sustained and will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity as well as other 

economic damages. 

COUNT SIX 

NEGLIGENCE 

Against MSU Defendants and Defendant Nassar 

194. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

preceding paragraphs. 

195. The MSU defendants owed plaintiff a duty of ordinary care to ensure their safety 

and freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with their employees, 

representatives and/or agents. 

196. By seeking medical treatment from defendant Nassar and in his capacity as an 

employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSU defendants, a special, confidential, and 

fiduciary relationship existed between plaintiff and defendant Nassar was created, resulting in 

defendant Nassar owing plaintiff a duty to use ordinary care. 

197. Defendant Nassar owed plaintiff a duty of ordinary care. 

198. The MSU defendant's failure to adequately train and supervise defendant Nassar 

breached the duty of ordinary care owed to plaintiff. 

199. The MSU defendants noticed through their employees, agents, and/or 

representatives as early as 1999, again in 2000, and again in 2014 of complaints of a sexual nature 

related to defendant Nassar's purported "treatments" with young girls and women. 
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200. The MSU defendants should have known of the foreseeability of sexual abuse with 

respect to youth in sports and the performing arts and the continuation of that abuse. 

201. The MSU defendant's failure to properly investigate, address and remedy 

complaints regarding defendant Nassar's conduct was a breach of ordinary care. 

202. Had defendants acted as required by law, this plaintiff would not have been sexually 

assaulted or molested by Defendant Nassar. 

203. Defendant Nassar's conduct and sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting 

plaintiff in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU defendants 

with a breach of his duty to use ordinary care and then as a direct and proximate result of MSU 

defendant actions and inactions, plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and 

body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestation of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss 

of self-esteem, depression, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life, and 

was prevented from performing plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life 

and has sustained and will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

COUNT SEVEN 

VICARIOUS LIABILITY 

Against the MSU Defendants 

204. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

preceding paragraphs. 

205. Vicarious liability is in direct responsibility imposed by operation of law where an 

employer is bound to keep its employees within their proper bounds and is responsible if it fails to 

do so. 
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206. Vicarious liability essentially creates agency between the principal and its agent, so 

that the principal is held to have done what the agent has done. 

207. The MSU defendants employed and/or held defendant Nassar out to be its agent 

and/or representative from approximately 1996 to 2016. 

208. Defendant MSU's website contains hundreds of pages pertaining to defendant 

Nassar as a distinguished member of the defendant MSU College of Osteopathic Medicine, 

Division of Sports Medicine. 

209. The MSU defendants are vicariously liable for the actions of defendant Nassar as 

described above that were performed during the course of his employment, representation, and/or 

agency with the MSU Defendants and while he had unfettered access to young female athletes on 

MSU's campus and premises through its College of Osteopathic Medicine and Division of Sports 

Medicine and while performing "outreach" services at USAG and USAG sanctioned training 

centers, public schools and other organized competitive athletic events. 

210. As a direct and/or proximate result of MSU defendants actions and inactions, 

plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestation of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, depression, 

disgrace, fright, anxiety, grief, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life and was prevented from 

and obtaining the full enjoyment of life and has sustained and will sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity as well as other economic damages. 
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COUNT EIGHT 

EXPRESS/IMPLIED AGENCY 

Against the MSU Defendants 

211. Plaintiff realleges arid incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

preceding paragraphs. 

212. An agent is a person who is authorized by another to act on its behalf. 

213. The MSU defendants intentionally or negligently made representations that 

defendant Nassar was their employee, agent, and/or representative. Based on those representations, 

plaintiff's reason to believe that Defendant Nassar was acting as an employee, agent, and/or 

representative of the MSU defendants. 

214. Plaintiff was injured as a result of defendant Nassar's sexual assault, abuse and 

molestation as described above, acts that were performed during the course of his employment, 

agency, and/or representation with the MSU defendants and while he had unfettered access to 

young female athletes. 

215. Plaintiff was injured because she relied on the MSU defendants to provide 

employees, agents, and/or representatives who would exercise reasonable skill and care and then 

as a direct and proximate result of defendant Nassar's negligence carried out in the course of his 

employment, agency, and/or representative of the MSU defendant, plaintiff has suffered and 

continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestation of 

emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, depression, disgrace, fright, anxiety, grief, 

humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life and was prevented from and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life and has sustained and will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity as well as other 

economic damages. 
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COUNT NINE 

NEGLIGENT SUPERVISION 

Against the MSU Defendants 

216. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

preceding paragraphs. 

217. The MSU defendants had a duty to provide reasonable supervision of their 

employees, agents, and/or representatives, defendant Nassar, while he was in his course of his 

employment, agency, and/or representation with the MSU defendants and while he interacted with 

young female athletes including plaintiff. 

218. It was reasonably foreseeable given the known sexual abuse in youth sports in 

gymnastics in particular that defendant Nassar who had prior allegations against him had or would 

have sexually abused children, including plaintiff, unless properly supervised. 

219. The MSU defendants by and through their employees, agents, managers, and/or 

assigns, such as President Simon, Dean Strampel, Gary Stollak, Jeffrey Kovan, Destiny Teachnor-

Hauk, Kathie Klages knew or reasonably should have known of defendant Nassar's conduct and/or 

that defendant Nassar was an unfit employee, agent and/or representative because of his sexual 

interest in children. 

220. The MSU defendants breached their duty to provide reasonable supervision of 

defendant Nassar, and permitted defendant Nassar, who was in a position of trust and authority, to 

commit the acts against plaintiff. 

221. The aforementioned sexual abuse occurred mainly while plaintiff and defendant 

Nassar were on the premises of defendant MSU and while Defendant Nassar was acting in the 
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course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU defendants and at USAG and 

other locations while performing "outreach" services as directed by MSU. 

222. The MSU defendants tolerated, authorized and/or permitted a custom, policy, 

practice or procedure of insufficient supervision and failed to adequately screen, counsel, or 

discipline such individuals, with the result that defendant Nassar was allowed to violate the rights 

of persons such as plaintiff with impunity and then as a direct result of MSU defendant's negligent 

supervision, plaintiff has suffered and continue to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestation of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

depression, anxiety, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life and was 

prevented from and obtaining the full enjoyment of life and has sustained and will sustain loss of 

earnings and earning capacity. 

COUNT TEN 

FRAUDULENT CONCEALMENT 

Against MSU Defendants and Defendant Nassar 

223. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

224. Plaintiff sought treatment at defendant MSU's Sports Medicine Clinic or at locations 

where defendant Nassar provided "outreach" services as directed by MSU and were in a special 

relationship in which they paid or were billed for medical treatment. 

225. Given the special relationship, the MSU defendants had a duty to disclose and to 

warn and protect the athletes and patients who sought treatment at its facility with its doctor. 

226. Plaintiff hereby alleges that the MSU defendants committed Fraudulent 

Concealment by committing Fraud, as described in detail above and below, and concealing the 
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existence of plaintiffs' claims and that plaintiff had a cause of action against defendant Nassar 

and/or the MSU defendants at the time defendant Nassar's sexual assaults occurred by making a 

material representation(s) to others including investigators, school staff, and/or plaintiff involving 

a past or existing fact by: 

a. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct were a "new 
procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 

b. Making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as "treatment," as a pelvic 
adjustment; 

c. Implying that his acts and/or conduct were medical "treatment" or for a legitimate 
medical purpose; and, 

d. Making a statement, explaining to plaintiff and another medical professional; that 
the position of his hand was in an appropriate place, when it was not and while he 
was digitally penetrating plaintiff, all which were made contemporaneously and/or 
shortly after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by 
Defendant Nassar. 

227. When defendants' agents and employees made the material representation(s), they 

knew that the statements were false when made, in that they knew or were aware that the 

"treatments" were not proper, appropriate, legitimate, and/or considered within standard of care by 

any physician of any specialty and/or sports therapist. 

228. Defendants made the material representation(s) with the intent that the material 

representation(s) should be acted or relied upon by plaintiff or her parents, such that plaintiff: 

a. Should believe that the "treatments" were in fact legitimate medical "treatments;" 

b. Should believe that the "treatments" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. Should not believe that they had been sexuallyassaulted; 

d. Should not believe that they had been sexually assaulted so that he could prevent 
discovery of his sexual assaults; 

e. Should continue the "treatment[sj" so that he could continue to sexually assault 
them; 
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f. Should not question and/or report the conduct to appropriate authorities; and 

g. Should not reasonably believe and not be aware of a possible cause of action that 
they have against defendant Nassar and/or defendant MSU. 

229. Plaintiff and her predecessor victims acted in reliance upon the material 

representation(s), in that plaintiff: 

a. Reasonably believed that the "treatments" were in fact "treatments;" 

b. Reasonably believed that the "treatments" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. Reasonably did not believe that she had been sexuallyassaulted; 

d. Believed that she should continue the "treatments;" 

e. Did not believe that they should question and/or report the conduct to appropriate 
authorities; and, 

f. Did not reasonably believe that she had and was not aware of a possible cause of 
action that she had against defendant Nassar and/or the MSUDefendants. 

230. Plaintiff as a result suffered injury, in that plaintiff: 

a. Could not stop the sexual assaults; 

b. Continued to undergo the "treatments" and sexualassaults; and 

c. Plaintiff suffered discomfort, and related physical manifestations thereof, sleep 
deprivation, physical illness, severe emotional distress, shock, depression, 
humiliation, fright, grief, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, loss of 
enjoyment of life and will continue to suffer pain of mind and body, was 
prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing plaintiff's daily 
activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and/or will 
sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity, among other injuries more fully 
described below. 

231. Concealing the fraud by making a fraudulent material representation(s) to plaintiff 

that was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent 

subsequent discovery of the fraud, in that defendant Nassar made a material representation(s) to 

investigators, school staff, and/or plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by: 
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a. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct were a "new 
procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 

b. Making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as "treatment," as a pelvic 
adjustment; 

c. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was medical 
"treatment" for a legitimate medical purpose and that it was the same that he 
performed on Olympic athletes; and 

d. Making the statement that the position of his hand was in an appropriate place-
when it was not-while he was digitally penetrating plaintiffs, all of which were made 
contemporaneously and/or shortly after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected 
sexual assaults by defendant Nassar. 

232. Defendants' agents and employees concealed the fraud by affirmative act(s) that 

was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent 

subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that defendantNassar: 

a. Positioned himself in a manner to which a parent in the room could not see his 
conduct, so that he could conceal and prevent discovery of his conduct; 

b. Dismissed a medical professional from the room, during an examination of a plaintiff 
while he was digitally penetrating a plaintiff, who questioned the placement of his 
hands; 

c. Prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, guardians, and/or 
caregivers from being in the room during examinations and treatments of plaintiffs 
so that he could sexually assault plaintiff; 

d. Did not abide by or follow the standard and care which requires another medical 
professional, chaperone, parent, guardian, and/or caregiver be in the room during 
the examination and treatment of minors and female patients; 

e. Did not abide by or follow the restrictions that had been put into place in 2014 by 
defendant MSC restricting his examination and treatment of patients only with 
another person in the room; and, 

f. Gave other plaintiffs, at appointments, gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, leotards, 
and other items, some with USAG logos and others without, in order to gain their 
trust. 

234. The actions and inactions of defendants, as described in the preceding paragraphs, 
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constituted Fraudulent Concealment. 

235. At all times pertinent to this action, defendant Nassar was an agent, apparent agent, 

servant, and employee of defendant MSU and operated within the scope of his employment and 

his negligence is imputed to defendantMSU. 

236. At all times material hereto, plaintiff was entirely free of any negligence 

contributing to the injuries and damages hereinafter alleged. 

237. Plaintiff did not know, could not have reasonably known, and was reasonably 

unaware of a possible cause of action that she had against defendant Nassar and/or defendant MSU 

until sometime around September of 2018, for the following reasons amongothers: 

a. Plaintiff reasonably relied on the Fraud committed by defendant Nassar by his 
material representations and concealment of the true nature of his "treatments and 
his actions;" 

b. Plaintiff was a minor at the time of the assaults and "treatments;" 

c. Plaintiff did not know what a legitimate and appropriately performed intra-vaginal 
treatment was like because she had never experienced and/or had an intra-vaginal 
treatment before; 

d. Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had an intra-vaginal treatment before 
because she had never been treated by a physician and/or therapist that performed 
them; 

e. Plaintiff did not know what a legitimate and appropriately performed pelvic and 
vaginal exams were like because she had never experienced and/or had a pelvic and 
vaginal exams before; 

f. Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had a pelvic and/or vaginal exam before 
because pelvic and/or vaginal exams are not recommended and routinely performed 
until a female reaches at least the age of 18 years old, pursuant to longstanding 
recommendations in the literature, expert opinions, treatment guidelines, and 
position statement from the American Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy 
of Family Physicians, American Cancer Society, American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists, American Society for Clinical Pathology, and 
American Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology; 

g. Because of these recommendations and never having had one of these treatments or 
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exams, it was very difficult if not impossible for plaintiff to differentiate a 
legitimate and appropriately performed intra-vaginal treatment, pelvic and vaginal, 
exams from a sexual assault; 

h. Plaintiff could not have possibly known because there were no chaperones, 
guardians, caregivers, and/or other medical professionals in the room during the 
"treatments" to observe, question, and/or discover that his "treatments" were sexual 
assaults and inform plaintiff that she had been sexually assaulted and had a cause 
of action against defendant Nassar; 

i. In the instances where a parent was present in the room, defendant Nassar's actions 
to conceal the physical assaults from the view of the parent(s) prevented the 
parent(s) from discovering that his "treatments" were sexual assaults and informing 
plaintiff that they had been sexually assaulted and had a cause of action against 
defendant Nassar; 

j. Based on Neuroscience, the prefrontal cortex of the brain, which we use to make 
decisions and distinguish right from wrong, is not fully formed until around the age 
of 23; 

k. Based on Neuroscience, as the prefrontal cortex of the brain matures teenagers are 
able to make better judgments; 

1. Plaintiff was intimidated by defendant Nassar's notoriety and reputation and 
therefore believed his misrepresentations that the "treatments" were legitimate and 
appropriate; 

m. Plaintiff trusted defendant Nassar due to his notoriety and reputation; 

n. Plaintiff trusted defendant Nassar because he groomed her to believe that his 
"treatments" were legitimate; 

o. Plaintiff trusted and felt that defendant Nassar was a friend because at appointments 
he gave plaintiff compliments, lengthy appointments and befriended her parents in 
order to gain their trust; 

P. 

q. 

Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that she could possibly sue or had a 
possible cause of action because she is a minor and a young female who was not 
knowledgeable or aware of any remedy at law; 

Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that she could possibly sue or had a 
possible cause of action evidenced by the fact that so many other girls had been 
sexually assaulted by Defendant Nassar over the past few decades, none of them 
had a reason to believe or be aware that they could possibly sue or had apossible 
cause of action in the past; and none of them have ever sued him in the past; 
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r. Plaintiff was never told by defendant Nassar that his conduct was sexual in nature 
and not legitimate and appropriate "treatments" and to conceal the sexual conduct 
from their parents and others, unlike other victims of sexual abuse who are typically 
told by their perpetrators that their conduct is of a sexual nature and to conceal the 
sexual conduct from their parents and others; 

s. Plaintiff was compelled by defendant Nassar to undergo "treatment[s]" like other 
athletes if they wanted to continue being involved in their relevant sport therefore 
the "treatments" were legitimate and appropriate; 

t. Plaintiff was a minor and a young athlete; therefore, she was easily suggestible; 
and, 

u. Plaintiff had never previously heard about any allegations in the media regarding 
sexual assaults or misconduct by defendant Nassar. 

238. Defendant MSU's sports medicine trainers, employees, staff, managers, 

supervisors, directors, agents, apparent agents, and/or servants made material representation(s) to 

authorities and plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by making statements that: 

a. Defendant Nassar was an "Olympic doctor" and "knew what he was doing" in regard 
to performing appropriate "treatments on young athletes;" 

b. Defendant Nassar was a "world-renowned doctor" and that "it was legitimate 
medical treatment," in regard to the legitimacy and appropriateness of the 
"treatments;" 

c. Defendant Nassar's conduct was "not sexualabuse;" 

d. Defendant Nassar was a "world-renowned doctor;" and, 

e. Defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatment[s]" were "medically appropriate" and 
"not of a sexual nature" because the complainant "didn't understand the "nuanced 
difference" between sexual assault and an appropriate medicalprocedure." 

239. The material representation(s) to plaintiff were false, in that the MSU defendants 

had previously received strikingly similar complaints of abuse by defendant Nassar from other 

patients, students, and student athletes and knew that the appropriateness of his "treatment[s]" had 

been questioned in the past. 
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240. When the MSU defendants made the material representation(s), they knew that they 

were false and/or made the material representation(s) recklessly, without any knowledge of their 

truth and as a positive assertion, in that they knew that defendant MSU had previously received 

strikingly similar complaints of abuse by defendant Nassar from other students and student athletes 

and knew that the appropriateness of his "treatments" had been questioned in the past. 

241. The MSU defendants made the material representation(s) with the intent that the 

material representation(s) should be acted upon by plaintiff (or her parents), in that plaintiff: 

a. Should believe that the "treatments" were in fact"treatments;" 

b. Should believe that the "treatments" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. Should not believe that they had been sexuallyassaulted; 

d. Should not question and/or report the conduct to other authorities; and, 

e. Should not reasonably believe and not be aware of a possible cause of action that 
they have against defendant Nassar and/or the MSU defendants. 

242. Plaintiff acted in reliance upon the material representation(s), in that plaintiff: 

a. Reasonably believed that the "treatments" were in fact "treatments;" 

b. Reasonably believed that the "treatments" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. Reasonably did not believe that she had been sexuallyassaulted; 

d. Reasonably believed that she should continue the"treatments;" 

e. Did not believe that she should question and/or report the conduct to appropriate 
authorities; and, 

f. Did not reasonably believe that she had and was not aware of a possible cause of 
action that she had against defendant Nassar and/or defendantMSU. 

243. Plaintiff thereby suffered injury, in that plaintiff: 

a. Could not stop the sexual assault(s); 

b. Continued to undergo the "treatments" and sexual assault(s);and, 
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c. Suffered discomfort, related physical manifestations thereof, sleep deprivation, 
physical illness, severe emotional distress, shock, humiliation, fright, grief, 
embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, depression, disgrace, loss of familial 
relationships, loss of enjoyment of life and will continue to suffer pain of mind 
and body, were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing 
plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have 
sustained and/or will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity, among other 
injuries more fully described below. 

244. The MSU defendants concealed the fraud by making a fraudulent material 

representation(s) to plaintiff that was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape 

investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that they made a material 

representation(s) to plaintiff involving a past or existing factby: 

a. Making the statement that defendant Nassar was an "Olympic doctor" and "knew 
what he was doing" in regard to performing appropriate "treatments;" 

b. Making the statement that defendant Nassar was a "world-renowned doctor" and 
that "it was legitimate medical treatment," in regard to the legitimacy and 
appropriateness of the "treatments;" 

c. Making the statement that defendant Nassar's conduct was "not sexual abuse," that 
he was a "world-renowned doctor;" and, 

d. Making the statement that defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatments" were 

"medically appropriate" and "not of a sexual nature" because the complainant 

"didn't understand the "nuanced difference" between sexual assault and an 

appropriate medical procedure." 

245. The MSU defendants concealed the fraud by affirmative acts that were designed 

and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of 

his fraud, in that they: 

a. Ignored, refused, and failed to inquire, question, and investigate the complaints and 
take action regarding defendant Nassar's "treatments;" 

b. Did not create a policy to require adults, parents, chaperones, guardians, and/or 
caregiver's presence during an examination of a minor or female by a physician; 

c. Did not enforce the restrictions that had been put into place in 2014 by defendant 
MSU restricting his examination and treatment of patients only with another person 
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in the room. 

246. Plaintiff did not know, could not have reasonably known, and was reasonably 

unaware of a possible cause of action that she had against defendant Nassar and/or the MSU 

defendants until the September 12, 2016 publication of a story regarding a complaint filed with 

defendant MSU's Police Department, titled "Former USA Gymnastics doctor accused of Abuse," 

or on or about the date of media reports of a plea of guilty by defendant Nassar wherein he admitted 

that the treatments were not medical treatments but rather sexual assaults, for the following reasons 

among others: 

a. Plaintiff reasonably relied on the Fraud committed by defendant Nassar by his 
material representations and concealment of the true nature of his 
"treatments[s]"and his actions; 

b. Plaintiff was a minor female at the time of the assaults and "treatments;" 

c. Plaintiff did not know what a legitimate and appropriately performed intra-vaginal 
treatment was like because she had never experienced and/or had an intra-vaginal 
treatment before; 

d. Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had an intra-vaginal treatment before 
because she had never been treated by a physician and/or therapist that performed 
them; 

e. Plaintiff did not know what a legitimate and appropriately performed pelvic and 
vaginal exams were like because she had never experienced and/or had a pelvic, 
vaginal, and/or breast exambefore; 

f. Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had a pelvic and/or vaginal exam before 
because pelvic and/or vaginal exams are not recommended and routinely 
performed until a female reaches at least the age of 18 years old, pursuant to 
longstanding recommendations in the literature, expert opinions, treatment 
guidelines, and position statement from the American Academy of Pediatrics, 
American Academy of Family Physicians, American Cancer Society, American 
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, American Society for Clinical 
Pathology, and American Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology to name 
a few. 

g. Because of these recommendations and never having had one of these treatments or 
exams, it was very difficult if not impossible for plaintiff to differentiate a 
legitimate and appropriately performed intra-vaginal treatment, pelvic and vaginal, 
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exams from a sexual assault; 

h. Plaintiff could not have possibly known because there were no, chaperones, 
guardians, caregivers, and/or other medical professionals in the room during most 
of the "treatments" to observe, question, and/or discover that his "treatments" were 
sexual assaults and inform plaintiff that she had been sexually assaulted and had 
a cause of action against defendant Nassar; 

i. In the instances where a parent was present in the room, defendant Nassar's actions 
to conceal the physical assaults from the view of the parents prevented the parents 
from discovering that his "treatments" were sexual assaults and informing plaintiff 
that she had been sexually assaulted and had a cause of action against defendant 
Nassar; 

j. Based on Neuroscience, the prefrontal cortex of the brain, which we use to make 
decisions and distinguish right from wrong, is not fully formed until around the 
age of 23; 

k. Based on Neuroscience, as the prefrontal cortex of the brain matures teenagers are 
able to make better judgments; 

I. Plaintiff was intimidated by defendant Nassar's notoriety and reputation and 
therefore believed his misrepresentations that the "treatment[s]" were legitimate 
and appropriate; 

m. Plaintiff trusted defendant Nassar due to his notoriety and reputation; 

n. Plaintiff trusted defendant Nassar because he groomed her to believe that his 
"treatments" were in fact legitimate "treatments;" 

o. Plaintiff trusted and felt that defendant Nassar was a friend because he gave plaintiff 
compliments, lengthy appointments, and befriended her parents in order to gain 
their trust; 

p. Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that they could possibly sue or had a 
possible cause of action because she was a minor and young female who was not 
knowledgeable or aware of the civil justice system and remedies; 

q. Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that she could possibly sue or had a 
possible cause of action evidenced by the fact that so many other girls had been 
sexually assaulted by defendant Nassar over the past few decades, none of them 
had a reason to believe or be aware that they could possibly sue or had apossible 
cause of action in the past; and none of them have ever sued him in thepast; 

r. Plaintiff was never told by defendant Nassar that his conduct was sexual in nature and 
not legitimate and appropriate "treatments" and to conceal the sexual conduct from 
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their parents and others, unlike other victims of sexual abuse who are typically told 
by their perpetrators that their conduct is of a sexual nature and to conceal the 
sexual conduct from their parents and others; 

s. Plaintiff was compelled by defendant Nassar and MSU to undergo "treatments" like 
other athletes if she wanted to continue being involved in her relevant sport 
therefore the "treatments" were legitimate and appropriate; 

t. Plaintiff was a minor and a young athlete; therefore, she was easily suggestible; 

u. Plaintiff had never previously heard about any allegations in the media regarding 
sexual assaults or misconduct by defendantNassar; 

v. Plaintiff reasonably relied on the Fraud committed by defendant MSU by its 
material representations and concealment of the true nature of defendant Nassar's 
"treatments" and his actions; 

w. Plaintiff trusted defendant MSU, that they would protect plaintiff from harm and 
not hire, employee, and/or retain a physician that had, was, or would perform 
illegitimate and/or inappropriate "treatments," engage in inappropriate conduct, 
and/or sexually assault patients, students, and/or athletes; 

x. Plaintiff was never told by defendant MSU that defendant Nassar's conduct and 
"treatments" were inappropriate and sexual assaults, to the contrary plaintiff and/or 
her predecessor victims was/were told that defendant Nassar's conduct and 
"treatments" were appropriate and legitimate "treatment[s]," "not sexual abuse," 
"medically appropriate," and "not of a sexual nature" from a "world-renowned" and 
"Olympic doctor," who "knew what he was doing" and that plaintiff, because of her 
age and inexperience with intra- vaginal treatment, pelvic and vaginal, exams, 
"didn't understand the 'nuanced difference' between sexual assault and an 
appropriate medical procedure;" and, 

y. Plaintiff reasonably relied on defendant MSU to protect her. 

247. The actions and inactions of the MSU defendants and their agents and employees, as 

described in the preceding paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment. 

248. At all times pertinent to this action, defendant Nassar was an agent, apparent agent, 

servant, and employee of defendant MSU and operated within the scope of his employment and 

his Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to defendant MSU. 

249. The actions and inactions of the sports medicine trainers, employees, staff, 

Page 47 of 85 

Case 1:18-cv-01296   ECF No. 1 filed 11/19/18   PageID.47   Page 47 of 87Case 19-50012    Doc 134-4    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 134 of 365



managers, supervisors, and directors of the MSU defendants, as described in the preceding 

paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment. 

250. At all times pertinent to this action, the sports medicine trainers, employees, staff, 

managers, supervisors, and directors of defendant MSU were agents, apparent agents, servants, 

and employees of defendant MSU and operated within the scope of their employment and their 

Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to defendant MSU. 

251. At all times material hereto, plaintiff was entirely free of any negligence 

contributing to the injuries and damages hereinafteralleged. 

COUNT ELEVEN 

FRAUD 

Against Defendant Nassar 

252. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

253. Plaintiff had a special relationship with defendant Nassar given her physician-

patient relationship. 

254. Given the special relationship, defendant Nassar had an affirmative duty to disclose 

and to warn and protect athletes and patients who sought his medical treatment from sexual abuse, 

assault, and molestation. 

255. Plaintiff incorporate by reference the Fraud claims made below and hereby allege 

that defendant Nassar committed Fraudulent Concealment by committing Fraud, as described in 

detail above and below, and concealing the existence of plaintiff s claims and that plaintiff had a 

cause of action against defendant Nassar and/or defendant MSU at the time his sexual assaults 

occurred by defendant Nassar making a material representation(s) to plaintiff and/or her predecessor 
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victims involving a past or existing fact by: 

a. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct were a "new 
procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 

b. Making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as "treatment," as a pelvic 
adjustment; 

c. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was medical 
"treatment" for a legitimate medical purpose and that it was the same that he 
performed on Olympic athletes; and, 

d. Making a statement, explaining to plaintiff and another medical professional that 
the position of his hand was in an appropriate place-when it was not-and while he 
was digitally penetrating plaintiffs, all of which were made contemporaneously 
and/or shortly after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by 
defendant Nassar. 

256. The material representation(s) to plaintiff by defendant Nassar were false in that he 

was actually performing them for his own sexual gratification and pleasure. 

257. When defendant Nassar made the material representation(s), he knew that they 

were false, in that he knew that the "treatments" were not proper, appropriate, legitimate, and/or 

considered within standard of care by any physician of any specialty and/or sports therapist. 

258. Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s) with the intent that the 

material representation(s) should be acted upon by plaintiff, in that plaintiff: 

a. Should believe that the "treatments" were in fact "treatments;" 

b. Should believe that the "treatment[s]" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. Should not believe that she had been sexually assaulted; should not believe that she 
had been sexually assaulted so that he could prevent discovery of his sexual 
assaults; 

d. Should continue the "treatments" so that he could continue to sexually assault her; 

e. Should not question and/or report the conduct to appropriate authorities; and, 

f. Should not reasonably believe and not be aware of a possible cause of action that 
she may have against defendants Nassar, Stollak, Kovan, Teachnor-Hauk, and/or 
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Geddert. 

259. Plaintiff acted in reliance upon defendant Nassar's material representation(s), in that 

plaintiff: 

a. Reasonably believed that the "treatments" were in fact "treatments;" 

b. Reasonably believed that the "treatments" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. Reasonably did not believe that she had been sexually assaulted; 

d. Believed that she should continue the "treatments;" 

e. Did not believe that she should question and/or report the conduct to appropriate 
authorities; and did not reasonably believe that she had and was not aware of a 
possible cause of action that she had against defendants Nassar, Stollak, Kovan, 
Teachnor-Hauk, and/or Geddert. 

260. Plaintiff thereby suffered injury, in that plaintiff: 

a. Could not stop the sexual assault; 

b. Continued to undergo the "treatment[s]" and sexual assault(s); and, 

c. Plaintiff suffered discomfort, infections, related physical manifestations thereof, 
sleep deprivation, physical illness, severe emotional distress, shock, humiliation, 
fright, grief, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, depression, disgrace, anxiety, loss 
of enjoyment of life and will continue to suffer pain of mind and body, were 
prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing her' daily activities 
and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and has sustained and will sustain loss of 
earnings and earning capacity, among other injuries more fully described below. 

261. Defendant Nassar concealed the fraud by making a fraudulent material 

representation(s) to plaintiff that was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape 

investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that he made a material 

representation(s) to plaintiff and other victims involving a past or existing fact by: 

a. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct were a "new 

procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 

b. Making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as "treatment," as a pelvic 
adjustment; 
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c. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was medical 
"treatment" for a legitimate medical purpose and that it was the same that he 
performed on Olympic athletes; and 

d. Making a statement, explaining to plaintiff and other medical professionals that the 
position of his hand was in an appropriate place-when it was not-and while he was 
digitally penetrating plaintiff, all which were made contemporaneously and/or 
shortly after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by defendant 
Nassar. 

262. Defendant Nassar concealing the fraud by an affirmative act(s) that was/were 

designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent 

discovery of his fraud, in thathe: 

a. Positioned himself in a manner to which parents or chaperones in the room could 
not see his conduct, so that he could conceal and prevent discovery of his conduct; 

b. Dismissed a medical professional from the room, during an examination of a 
plaintiff while he was digitally penetrating a plaintiff, who questioned the 
placement of his hands; 

c. Prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, guardians, and/or 
caregivers from being in the room during examinations and treatments of plaintiffs 
so that he could sexually assault plaintiffs; 

d. Did not abide by or follow the standard and care which requires another medical 
professional, chaperone, parent, guardian, and/or caregiver be in the room during 
the examination and treatment of minors and female patients; 

e. Did not abide by or follow defendant USAG's Code of Ethics, Participant Welfare 
Policy, Safety/Risk Management Certification, principles in Gymnastics Risk 
Management Safety Course Handbook, and Prohibited Conduct policy, or any 
similar policies established by Defendant Twistars or Geddert, by not examining 
patients in the presence of a parent, chaperone, guardian, and/or caregiver; and, 

f. Gave plaintiff, at appointments, compliments, lengthy appointments, and 
befriended her parents in order to gain their trust. 

263. The actions and inactions of defendant Nassar, as described in the preceding 

paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment. 

264. At all times pertinent to this action, defendant Nassar was an agent, apparent agent, 
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servant, and employee of defendant MSU and USAG, and operated within the scope of his 

employment and his Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to defendants MSU and USAG, 

265. At all times material hereto, plaintiff was entirely free of any negligence 

contributing to the injuries and damages here before alleged. 

COUNT TWELVE 

GROSS NEGLIGENCE — MCL 691.1407(2)(e) 

Against MSU Defendants and Defendant Nassar 

266. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

267. The MSU defendants owed plaintiff a duty of due care to ensure her safety and 

freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with their employees, 

representatives, and/or agents, including DefendantNassar. 

268. Defendant Nassar owed plaintiff a duty to use due care in providing medical 

treatment as an employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSU defendants. 

269. A special, confidential, and fiduciary relationship was created between plaintiff and 

defendant Nassar when plaintiff sought medical treatment from defendant Nassar in the course of 

his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU defendants, resulting in defendant 

Nassar owing plaintiff a duty to use due care. 

270. A special, confidential, and fiduciary relationship was created and existed at all 

times pertinent hereto between the MSU defendants and defendant Nassar, as described herein this 

complaint, resulting in the MSU defendants owing plaintiff a duty to use due care. 

271. The MSU defendants and their employees, agents, and/or representatives had a duty 

to report suspected sexual abuse. 
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272. The MSU defendants had notice of complaints of a sexual nature related to 

defendant Nassar's purported treatment with young girls and women through defendant MSU 

employees, agents, and/or representatives as early as 1997/1998, again in 1999, again in 2000, 

again in 2001/2002, again in 2004, and again in 2014, as described in this complaint. 

273. The MSU defendants and their employees, agents, and/or representatives failed to 

report sexual abuse about which they knew or should have known in 1997/1998, 1999, 2000, 

2001/2002, 2004, and 2014, as described in this complaint. 

274. The MSU defendants' failure to adequately train and supervise defendant Nassar, 

especially after the MSU defendants knew or should have known of other and previous complaints 

regarding defendant Nassar's conduct, was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of 

concern for whether injury resulted to plaintiff. 

275. Defendant Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting plaintiff 

in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU defendants under the 

guise of proper medical treatment was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern 

for whether injury resulted to plaintiff. 

276. Defendant Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting plaintiff 

in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU defendants and under 

the guise of rendering "medical treatment" was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of 

concern for whether injury would result to plaintiff. 

277. The MSU defendants' conduct and the conduct of their individual employees and 

agents demonstrated a willful disregard for precautions to ensure plaintiff's safety. 

278. The MSU defendants knew or should have known of complaints pertaining to 

defendant Nassar's nonconsensual sexual touching and assaults that occurred under the guise of 
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medical treatment. 

279. The MSU defendants' conduct demonstrated a willful disregard for substantial risks 

to plaintiff. 

280. The MSU defendants breached duties owed to plaintiff and were grossly negligent 

when they conducted themselves in the manner described in this complaint. These acts by the MSU 

defendants were committed with reckless disregard to plaintiff's safety, health, constitutional 

and/or statutory rights, and with substantial lack of concern to whether injury resulted to plaintiff. 

281. The MSU defendants failed to warn or advise current and former patients of 

defendant Nassar, including plaintiff, that allegations could surface that, in fact, the treatments that 

the patients received were not medical treatment at all but were potentially sexual assaults. 

282. The MSU defendants failed to offer counseling services to current or former patients 

of defendant Nassar, including plaintiff. 

283. As a direct and proximate result of the MSU defendants' and defendant Nassar's 

actions and/or inactions, plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, 

mental anguish, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, depression, disgrace, fright, grief, anxiety, humiliation, 

enjoyment of life and was prevented from performing plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the 

full enjoyment of life and has sustained and will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

284. As a direct and/or proximate result of defendants' gross negligence, plaintiff has 

suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, depression embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, anxiety, post-traumatic stress 

disorder resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 
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nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries and was prevented and will continue to 

be prevented from performing plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, 

and has sustained and/or will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity as well as other 

economic damages. 

COUNT THIRTEEN 

NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO WARN OR PROTECT 

Against the MSU Defendants 

285. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

286. The MSU defendants knew or should have known that Defendant Nassar posed a 

risk of harm to plaintiff and/or others in plaintiff's situation. 

287. The MSU defendants knew or should have known that defendant Nassar committed 

sexual assault, abuse, and molestation and/or was continuing to engage in such conduct. 

288. As early as 1997 and/or 1998, the MSU defendants had direct and/or constructive 

knowledge of defendant Nassar's dangerous conduct and failed to respond reasonably and 

responsibly. 

289. The MSU defendants had a duty to warn or protect plaintiff and others in plaintiff's 

situation against the risk of injury by defendant Nassar. 

290. The special, trusting, confidential, and fiduciary relationship between the MSU 

defendants and defendant Nassar, as an employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSU 

defendants, created a duty for the MSU Defendants to disclose information regarding defendant 

Nassar' s sexual conduct. 

291. The MSU defendants breached the duty owed to plaintiff by failing to warn plaintiff 
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and/or by failing to take reasonable steps to protect plaintiff from defendant Nassar. 

292. The MSU defendants breached the duties to protect owed to plaintiff by failing to: 

a. Respond to allegations of sexual assault, abuse, andmolestation; 

b. Detect and/or uncover evidence of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation; and 

c. Investigate, adjudicate, and terminate defendant Nassar's employment with 
defendant MSU prior to 2016. 

293. The MSU defendants violated plaintiffs rights by failing to adequately screen, 

counsel, and/or discipline defendant Nassar for physical and/or mental conditions that might have 

rendered him unfit to discharge the duties and responsibilities of a physician at an educational 

institution, resulting in a violation of plaintiff's rights. 

294. The MSU defendants willfully refused to notify, give adequate warning, and 

implement appropriate safeguards to protect plaintiff from defendant Nassax'sconduct. 

295. As a direct and proximate result of the MSU defendants' failure to warn or protect, 

plaintiff has suffered and continue to suffer pain of mind and body, mental anguish, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, depression, disgrace, anxiety, fright, grief, humiliation, enjoyment of life and was 

prevented from performing plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life and 

has sustained and/or will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

296. In the alternative, the MSU defendants' failure to warn or protect was so reckless 

as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to plaintiff and 

constitutes gross negligence that is the proximate cause of plaintiffs damages. Plaintiff has 

suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

depression, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress 
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disorder resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depression, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life 

and has sustained and/or will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity as well as other 

economic damages. 

COUNT FOURTEEN 

NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO TRAIN OR EDUCATE 

Against MSU Defendants 

297. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

298. The MSU defendants had a duty to take reasonable protective measures to protect 

plaintiff and others in plaintiffs' situation against the risk of injury by defendant Nassar, including 

the duty to train or educate plaintiff and other individuals in plaintiff's situation, about how to avoid 

a risk of sexual assault and/or sexual abuse by defendantNassar. 

299. The MSU defendants breached the duty owed to plaintiff to take reasonable 

protective measures to protect plaintiff, and other patients of defendant Nassar, by failing to 

properly train or educate plaintiffs and other individuals in plaintiff's situation, about how to avoid 

a risk of sexual assault and/or sexual abuse by defendant Nassar. 

300. The MSU defendants had a duty to train and educate defendant Nassar in a 

reasonable manner in regards to defendant Nassar's treatment of females in his capacity as an 

employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSUdefendants. 

301. The MSU defendants breached the duty owed to plaintiffs by failing to properly 

train or educate defendant Nassar in a reasonable manner in regards to defendant Nassar's 
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treatment of females in his capacity as an employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSU 

defendants 

302. The MSU defendants failed to implement reasonable safeguards to: 

a. Prevent acts of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by defendant Nassar; and 

b. Avoid placing defendant Nassar in positions where he would have unsupervised 
contact and interaction with plaintiffs and other young women. 

303. As a direct and proximate result of the MSU defendants' failure to train or educate, 

plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, mental anguish, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, depression, disgrace, grief, anxiety, humiliation, enjoyment of life and was prevented from 

performing plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life and has sustained 

and will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

304. In the alternative, the MSU defendants' failure to train or educate was so reckless 

as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to plaintiff and 

constitutes gross negligence that is the proximate cause of plaintiff's damages. Plaintiff has 

suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

depression, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress 

disorder resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, anxiety, sleep 

disorders, nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff was prevented and 

will continue to be prevented from performing plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, has sustained and/or will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity as well 

as other economic damages. 
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COUNT FIFTEEN 

NEGLIGENT RETENTION 

Against MSU Defendants 

305. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

306. The MSU defendants owed a duty to plaintiff and others in plaintiffs' situation when 

credentialing, hiring, retaining, screening, checking, regulating, monitoring, and supervising 

employees, agents, and/or representatives to exercise ordinary care. 

307. The MSU defendants breached the duties owed to plaintiff by failing to adequately 

investigate, report, and address complaints about defendant Nassar's conduct, which the MSU 

defendants knew or should haveknown. 

308. The MSU defendants breached the duties owed to plaintiff when the MSU 

defendants retained defendant Nassar as an employee, agent, and/or representative after the MSU 

defendants discovered or should have reasonably discovered defendant Nassar's conduct, which 

reflected a propensity for sexualmisconduct. 

309. The MSU defendants' failure to act in accordance with the standard of care resulted 

in defendant Nassar gaining access to and sexually assaulting and/or sexually abusing plaintiff and 

an unknown number of other individuals. 

310. The aforementioned conduct of the MSU defendants in credentialing, hiring, 

retaining, screening, checking, regulating, monitoring, and supervising of defendant Nassar 

created a foreseeable risk of harm to plaintiff and other minors and youngadults. 

311. As a direct and proximate result of the MSU defendants' actions in retaining 

defendant Nassar, plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, mental 
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anguish, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, 

loss of self-esteem, depression, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, enjoyment of life and was 

prevented from performing plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life and 

has sustained and will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

312. In the alternative, the MSU defendants' actions in retaining defendant Nassar were 

so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to 

plaintiff and constitutes gross negligence that is the proximate cause of plaintiffs damages, 

Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, depression, disgrace, fright, anxiety, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-

traumatic stress disorder resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, 

sleep disorders, nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff was prevented 

and will continue to be prevented from performing daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment 

of life, has sustained and/or will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity as well as other 

economic damages. 

COUNT SIXTEEN 

SEX DISCRIMINATION 

42 U.S.C. § 18116. et seq (PATIENT PROTECTION AND AFFORDABLE 
CARE ACT § 1557 

Against Defendant MSU and Defendant MSU Board of Trustees 

313. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

314. Section 1557 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, which is codified 

at 42 U. S .0 § 1 8 1 1 6, provides that: 
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Except as otherwise provided for in this title (or an amendment made by this title), 
an individual shall not, on the ground prohibited under . . . title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.) . . . be excluded from participation 
in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under, any health 
program or activity, any part of which is receiving Federal financial assistance, 
including credits, subsidies, or contracts of insurance, or under any program or 
activity that is administered by an Executive Agency or any entity established under 
this title (or amendments). The enforcement mechanisms provided for and available 
under title IX shall apply for purposes of violations of this subsection. 

315. Title lX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq. prohibits 

sex discrimination in programs that receive federal financial assistance. 

316. Plaintiff has a right under 42 U.S.C. § 18116 to receive health care services free 

from discrimination on the basis ofsex. 

317. Plaintiff is an "individual" within the meaning of 42 U.S.C. §18116. 

318. Defendant MSU receives federal financial assistance within the meaning of 42 

U.S.C. § 18116 because it receives Federal Financial Assistance such as credits, subsidies, or 

contracts of insurance. 

319. Defendants MSU and MSU Trustees employed the services of defendant Nassar, 

doctors, and other professional and non-professional health care providers who cared for plaintiff 

and held themselves out to the public as competent, careful, and experienced in the care and 

treatment of patients. 

320. Plaintiff sought medical care from defendant Nassar at the MSU Sports Medicine 

Clinic for injuries as identified in plaintiff's specific allegations above. 

321. Plaintiff expected to receive medical care for her injuries without being sexually 

assaulted and without fear of sexual harassment or assault. 

322. Defendant Nassar's conduct and actions toward plaintiff, that being nonconsensual 

digital vaginal penetration, touching of plaintiff's vaginal area, and other sexual touching as 
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described herein this complaint constitutes sex discrimination under Title IX and 42 U.S.C. § 

18116, and otherwise denied plaintiff the benefits of appropriate medical care. 

323. Defendants MSU and MSU Trustees, and defendants Strampel, Stollak, Kovan, 

Teachnor-Hauk, and Klages knew or should have known of Nassar's abuse yet failed to take 

corrective action. 

324. Defendant MSU and MSU Trustees are vicariously and/or contractually liable for 

the actions of its principles, employees, agents, andrepresentatives. 

325. Defendants MSU, MSU Trustee, Strampel, Kovan, Stollak, and Klages supervised 

Nassar and/or were in a position to take appropriate action upon learning of concerns of 

misconduct as early as 1997. 

326. Defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, Strampel, Kovan, Stollak and Klages are directly 

liable for their failure to train, educate, and supervise. 

327. Defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, Strampel, Kovan, Stollak and Klages failed to 

properly train and supervise Nassar related to his treatment of plaintiff and with respect to 

promulgating and enforcing policies and procedure related to patient safety (e.g. use of gloves; 

consent; chaperones, etc.). 

328. Because of defendants' inaction and deliberate indifference, defendants forced 

plaintiff to endure unnecessary pain, trauma, humiliation, and duress. 

329. Because of plaintiffs' sex, defendants treated plaintiff with a lack of care, dignity, 

and respect. 

330. The conduct of defendants MSU and MSU Trustees described above constitutes 

sex discrimination against plaintiff. 

331. Defendants MSU and MSU Trustees perpetrated this discrimination with malice, 

deliberate disregard for, or deliberate or reckless indifference to plaintiff's rights. 
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332. The MSU defendants' failure to promptly and appropriately investigate and remedy 

and respond to the sexual assaults after they received repeated notice of defendant Nassarts 

wrongdoing subjected plaintiff and countless others to further sexual harassment and sexual 

assaults as well as a sexually hostile environment-effectively denying them all access to any health 

program or activity at MSU and effectively denying them the benefits of appropriate medical care. 

333. As a direct and proximate result of the MSU defendants' actions and inactions, 

plaintiff has suffered and continue to suffer pain of mind and body, mental anguish, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, depression, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, enjoyment of life and was prevented from 

and obtaining the full enjoyment of life and has sustained and will sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity as well as other economic damages. 

334. In the alternative, the actions or inaction of the MSU defendants was deliberately 

indifferent or so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury 

would result to plaintiff and constitutes gross negligence that is the proximate cause of plaintiff s 

damages. Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, 

shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of 

self-esteem, depression, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-

traumatic stress disorder resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depression, 

sleep disorders, nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff was prevented 

and will continue to be prevented from and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and has sustained 

and/or will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity as well as other economic damages. 

Page 63 of 85 

Case 1:18-cv-01296   ECF No. 1 filed 11/19/18   PageID.63   Page 63 of 87Case 19-50012    Doc 134-4    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 150 of 365



COUNT SEVENTEEN 

FRAUDULENT CONCEALMENT 

Against USA Gymnastics 

335. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

336. Plaintiff sought and received medical treatment from defendant USAG and was in 

a special relationship with defendant USAG due to its provision of medical treatment to its athletes 

through MSU and Nassar. 

337. Given the special relationship, defendant USAG had a duty to disclose and to warn 

and protect the athletes and patients who sought treatment at its sanctioned events and member 

gyms with its doctor. 

338. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the Fraud claims made below and hereby allege 

that defendant USAG committed Fraudulent Concealment by committing Fraud, as described in 

detail above and below, and concealing the existence of plaintiff's claims and that plaintiff had a 

cause of action against defendant Nassar and/or defendant USAG at the time his sexual assaults 

occurred by defendant Nassar making a material representation(s) to plaintiff and other plaintiffs 

involving a past or existing fact by: 

a. Making the statement or implying, or explaining, that his acts and/or conduct 
were a "new procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 

b. Making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as "treatment," as a pelvic 
adjustment or implying the procedure was normal; 

c. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was medical 
"treatment" for a legitimate medical purpose and that it was the same that he 
performed on Olympic athletes; 

d. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "attempting to 
manipulate the ribs;" and, 
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e. Making a statement, explaining to plaintiff and another medical professional that 
the position of his hand was in an appropriate place-when it was not-and while he 
was digitally penetrating plaintiff, all of which were made contemporaneously 
and/or shortly after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by 
Defendant Nassar. 

339. The material representation(s) to plaintiff by defendant Nassar were false, in that 

he was actually performing them for his own sexual gratification and pleasure evidenced by his 

observed arousal, flushed face, and or closing of the eyes during the conduct. 

340. When defendant Nassar made the material representation(s), he knew that they 

were false, in that he knew that the "treatments" were not proper, appropriate, legitimate, and/or 

considered within standard of care by any physician of any specialty and/or sportstherapist. 

341. Defendant USAG had knowledge of Nassar's criminal propensity of committing 

sexual abuse as early as 1998. This is confirmed by the following evidence: 

a. Upon information and belief, in 1998, defendant USAG received a complaint about 
Larry Nassar's sexual abuse by a parent. The complaint was made directly to US 
Olympic Gymnastics Head Coach, John Geddert, a long-time agent of USAG. 

b. During Nassar's preliminary examination on May 12, 2017 in the 55th District Court 
in Ingham County, Michigan, a young woman testified regarding an instance of 
sexual assault that occurred at Twistars' facility in Dimondale, Michigan in 
approximately 2010 when she was fifteen years old. She testified that, "Mostly all 
I remember is [Nassar] doing the treatment on me with his fingers in my vagina, 
massaging my back with a towel over my butt, and John [Geddert] walking in and 
making a joke that I guess my back really did hurt, and then I was uncomfortable 
because John [Geddert] was in there duringthat." 

c. Altogether, between 1999 and 2016, at least thirty-two (32) USAG gymnasts were 
sexually abused by Larry Nasser while participating in USAG-sanctioned events, at 
USAG's famed Karolyi Ranch, and at the USAG gymnastics club, Twistars. Upon 
information and belief, the living quarters and scheduling routines of these 
gymnasts were such that it was nearly impossible for USAG coaches, USAG 
trainers, and USAG agents to not know what Larry Nasser was doing. 

342. Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s) with the intent that the 

material representation(s) should be acted upon by plaintiff and previous victims in that plaintiff: 

a. Should believe that the procedures were in fact "treatments;" 
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b. Should believe that the "treatments" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. Should not believe that they had been sexually assaulted; should not believe that 
they had been sexually assaulted so that he could prevent discovery of his sexual 
assaults; 

d, Should continue the "treatment[s]" so that he could continue to sexually assault 
them; 

e. Should not question and/or report the conduct to appropriate authorities; and, 

f. Should not reasonably believe and not be aware of a possible cause of action that 
they have against defendant Nassar and/or defendant USAG. 

343. Plaintiff acted in reliance upon defendant Nassar's material representation(s), in 

that plaintiff: 

a. Reasonably believed that the "treatments" were in fact "treatments;" 

b. Reasonably believed that the "treatments" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. Reasonably did not believe that she had been sexually assaulted; 

d. Believed that she should continue the "treatments;" 

e. Did not believe that she should question and/or report the conduct to appropriate 
authorities; and did not reasonably believe that she had and was not aware of a 
possible cause of action that she had against defendant Nassar and/or defendant 
USAG. 

344. Plaintiff thereby suffered injury, in that plaintiff: 

a. Could not stop the sexual assault; 

b. Continued to undergo the "treatment[s]" and sexual assault(s);and, 

c. Plaintiff suffered discomfort, infections, related physical manifestations thereof, 
sleep deprivation, physical illness, vomiting, severe emotional distress, shock, 
humiliation, fright, grief, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, loss of 
familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life and will continue to suffer pain of 
mind and body, were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing 
plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained 
and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity, among other injuries 
more fully described below. 
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345. Defendant Nassar concealed the fraud by making a fraudulent material 

representation(s) to plaintiff that was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape 

investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that he made a material 

representation(s) to plaintiff and other victims involving a past or existing fact by: 

a. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct were a "new 
procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 

b. Making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as "treatment," as a pelvic 
adjustment; 

c. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "treatment" and 
that it was the same that he performed on Olympic athletes; 

d. Making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "attempting to 
manipulate their ribs;" and, 

e. Making a statement, explaining to plaintiff that the position of his hand was in an 
appropriate place-when it was not-and while he was digitally penetrating plaintiff, 
all which were made contemporaneously and/or shortly after the abrupt, sudden, 
quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by defendant Nassar. 

346. Defendant Nassar concealed the fraud by an affirmative act(s) that was/were 

designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent 

discovery of his fraud, in that he: 

a. Positioned himself in a manner in which parents or chaperones in the room could 
not see his conduct, so that he could conceal and prevent discovery of his conduct; 

b. Dismissed a medical professional from the room, during an examination of a plaintiff 
while he was digitally penetrating plaintiff, who questioned the placement of his 
hands; 

c. Prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, guardians, and/or 
caregivers from being in the room during examinations and treatments of plaintiffs 
so that he could sexually assault plaintiffs; 

d. Did not abide by or follow the standard and care which requires another medical 
professional, chaperone, parent, guardian, and/or caregiver be in the room during 
the examination and treatment of minors and female patients; 
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e. Did not abide by or follow defendant USAG's Code of Ethics, Participant Welfare 
Policy, !Safety/Risk Management Certification, principles in Gymnastics Risk 
Management Safety Course Handbook, and Prohibited Conduct policy, which he 
was a part of creating by not examining patients in the presence of a parent, 
chaperone, guardian, and/or caregiver; and, 

f. Gave plaintiff appointments, compliments, lengthy appointments, and befriending 
her parents in order to gain their trust. 

347. The actions and inactions of defendant Nassar, as described in the preceding 

paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment. 

348. At all times pertinent to this action, Defendant Nassar was an agent, apparent agent, 

servant, and employee of defendant USAG and operated within the scope of his employment and 

his Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to Defendant USAG. 

349. At all times material hereto, plaintiff was entirely free of any negligence 

contributing to the injuries and damages herein alleged. 

COUNT EIGHTEEN 

GROSS NEGLIGENCE 

Against Defendant USAG 

350. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

351. A special, confidential, and fiduciary relationship was created between plaintiff and 

defendant Nassar when plaintiff sought medical treatment from defendant Nassar, acting in the 

course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of defendant USAG, and resulting in 

Defendant Nassar owing Plaintiffs a duty to use due care. 

352. Plaintiff is or was a member of USAG and participated in USAG sanctionedevents 

and training centers. 

353. Plaintiff was knowledgeable of USAG and considered it to be a prestigious 
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organization. Plaintiff was referred to defendant Nassar through USAG affiliations. 

354. Defendant Nassar owed plaintiff a duty to use due care in providing medical 

treatment as an employee, agent, and/or representative of defendant USAG. 

355. Defendant USAG owed the public and plaintiff a duty to use due care to ensure 

their safety and freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with its 

employees, representatives, and/or agents, including defendant Nassar. 

356. Defendant USAG knew or should have known of complaints pertaining to 

defendant Nassar's nonconsensual sexual touching and assaults that occurred under the guise of 

medical treatment. 

357. Defendant Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting plaintiff 

in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of defendant USAG under the guise 

of proper medical treatment was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for 

whether injury resulted to plaintiff. 

358. Defendant USAG's failure to adequately supervise defendant Nassar was so 

reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether injury resulted toplaintiff. 

359. Defendant USAG's conduct demonstrated a willful disregard for precautions to 

ensure plaintiff's safety. 

360. Defendant USAG's conduct demonstrated a willful disregard for substantial risks 

to plaintiff. 

361. Defendant USAG breached its duties owed to plaintiff and was grossly negligent 

when it conducted itself in the manner described above, including, but not limited to, failing to 

notify defendant MSU about the reasons for defendant Nassar's separation from defendant USAG 

in 2015 and, more broadly, the issues surrounding sexual abuse and warning signs and reporting 
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requirements. 

362. These acts by defendant USAG were committed with reckless disregard to 

plaintiffs' safety, health, constitutional and/or statutory rights, and with substantial lack of concern 

to whether injury resulted to plaintiff. 

363. As a direct and proximate result of defendant USAG' s and defendant Nassar's 

actions and/or inactions, plaintiff has suffered and continue to suffer pain of mind and body, mental 

anguish, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, 

loss of self-esteem, depression, disgrace, anxiety, fright, grief, humiliation, enjoyment of life and 

was prevented from performing plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life 

and has sustained and will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

364. In the alternative, the actions or inactions of defendants USAG and Nassar were so 

reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to 

plaintiff and constitutes gross negligence that is the proximate cause of plaintiffs' damages. 

Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, depression, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic 

stress disorder resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep 

disorders, nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff was prevented and 

will continue to be prevented from performing plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and has sustained and/or will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity as 

well as other economic damages. 
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COUNT NINETEEN 

NEGLIGENCE 

Against Defendant USAG and Defendant Nassar 

365. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

366. A special, confidential, and fiduciary relationship was created between plaintiff and 

defendant Nassar when plaintiff sought medical treatment from defendant Nassar in the course of 

his employment, agency, and/or representation of defendant USAG, resulting in defendant Nassar 

owing plaintiff a duty to use ordinary care. 

367. Defendant Nassar owed plaintiff a duty to use ordinary care in providing medical 

treatment. 

368. Defendant USAG owed the public and plaintiff a duty to use ordinary care to ensure 

their safety and freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with their 

employees, agents, and/or representatives, including defendant Nassar. 

369. Defendant Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting plaintiff 

in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of defendant USAG under the guise 

of proper medical treatment was a breach of the duty to use ordinarycare. 

370. Defendant USAG's failure to adequately train and supervise defendant Nassar 

breached the duty of ordinary care. 

371. Defendant USAG's failure to properly investigate, address, and remedy complaints 

regarding defendant Nassar's conduct was a breach of the duty to use ordinary care. 

372. Defendant USAG's failure to inform the public, including individuals defendant 

USAG had referred to defendant Nassar for treatment, of the allegations leading to defendant 

Nassar's separation for defendant USAG was a breach of the duty to use ordinary care. 
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373. Defendant Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting plaintiffs 

was a breach of the duty to use ordinary care. 

374. As a direct and proximate result of defendant USAG's and defendant Nassar's 

actions and/or inactions, plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, 

mental anguish, anxiety, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, depression, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, enjoyment of 

life and was prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing daily activities and 

obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and has sustained and/or will sustain loss of earning and loss 

of earning capacity as well as other economic damages. 

COUNT TWENTY 

VICARIOUS LIABILITY 

Against Defendant USAG 

375. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

376. Vicarious liability is indirect responsibility imposed by operation of law where an 

employer is bound to keep its employees within their proper bounds and is responsible if it fails to 

do so. 

377. Vicarious liability essentially creates agency between the principal and its agent so 

that the principal is held to have done what the agent hasdone. 

378. Defendant USAG's website contains sites portraying defendant Nassar as the 

recipient of distinguished awards and boasts him as having been "instrumental" to the success of 

USA gymnastics. 

379. Defendant USAG employed and/or held defendant Nassar out to be its employee, 

agent, and/or representative from approximately 1986 to 2015. 
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380. A special, confidential, and fiduciary relationship was created and existed at all 

times pertinent hereto between the MSU defendants and defendant Nassar, as described herein 

this Complaint, resulting in the MSU defendants owing plaintiffs a duty to prevent them from 

defendant Nassar's sexual assault, battery, molestation, and discrimination. 

381. Defendant USAG is vicariously liable for the actions of defendant Nassar, as 

described above, that were performed during the course of his employment, agency, and/or 

representation with defendantUSAG. 

382. Defendant USAG had actual and/or constructive knowledge of defendant Nassar 

sexually assaulting, battering, molesting, and harassing young females on several occasions under 

the guise of medical treatment and during the course of his employment, agency, and/or 

representation with defendant USAG, beginning in 1997 and/or 1998, including, but not limited 

to, the following knowledge: 

a. Upon information and belief, in 1996, Defendant USAG received a complaint about 
defendant Nassar's sexual abuse by a parent of Jane A71 Doe. The complaint was 
made directly to US Olympic Gymnastics Head Coach, John Geddert, who was the 
head coach for the US World Gymnastics team, and who is a longtime agent of 
USAG. 

b. Upon information and belief, the parent of Plaintiff Jane A71 Doe, also complained 
of Nassar's sexual abuse to other USAG coaches while plaintiff Jane A 71 Doe was 
engaged in gymnastics activities at the Twistars' facility, which is a USAG registered 
gymnastics club. 

c. Upon information and belief, based on reports made by the Indianapolis Star, "at 
least seven women now say they raised concerns about Nassar starting in the late 
1990's." 

d. During Nassar's preliminary examination on May 12, 2017 in the 55th District Court 
in Ingham County, Michigan, a young woman testified regarding an instance of 
sexual assault that occurred at Twistars' facility in Dimondale, Michigan in 
approximately 2010 when she was fifteen years old. She testified that, "Mostly all 
I remember is [Nassar} doing the treatment on me with his fingers in my vagina, 
massaging my back with a towel over my butt, and John [Geddert] walking in and 
making a joke that I guess my back really did hurt, and then I was uncomfortable 
because John [Geddert] was in there during that." 
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e. Altogether, between 1999 and 2016, at least thirty-two (32) USAG gymnasts were 
sexually abused by Larry Nasser whileparticipating in USAG-sanctioned events, at 
USAG's famed Karolyi Ranch, and at the USA Gymnastics Club, Twistars. Upon 
information and belief, the living quarters and scheduling routines of these 
gymnasts were such that it was nearly impossible for USAG coaches, USAG 
trainers, and USAG agents to not know what Larry Nasser wasdoing. 

383. Defendant USAG had actual and/or constructive knowledge of defendant Nassar's 

propensity for sexually assaulting, battering, molesting, and harassing his patients and other 

females under the guise of medical treatment and during the course of his employment, agency, 

and/or representation with defendant USAG, as described herein this Complaint, and took no 

action to prevent such conduct. 

384. It was reasonably foreseeable that defendant Nassar would continue to sexually 

assault, batter, molest, and harass females under the guise of medical treatment and during the 

course of his employment, agency, and/or representation with defendant USAG, with the actual 

and/or constructive knowledge defendant USAG had of such conduct. 

385. As a direct and proximate result of defendant USAG's actions and/or inactions, 

plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, mental anguish, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, depression, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, enjoyment of life and was prevented from 

performing plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life and has sustained 

and will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity as well as other economic damages. 

COUNT TWENTY-ONE 

EXPRESS/IMPLIED AGENCY 

Against Defendant USAG 

386. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 
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387. An agent is a person who is authorized by another to act on itsbehalf. 

388. Defendant USAG intentionally and/or negligently made representations that 

Defendant Nassar was its employee, agent, and/or representative. 

389. On the basis of those representations, plaintiff reasonably believed that defendant 

Nassar was acting as an employee, agent, and/or representative of defendant USAG. 

390. Upon information and belief, defendant USAG referred significant numbers of 

gymnasts to defendant Nassar for medical treatment at his office on defendant MSU's campus. 

391. Plaintiff was injured as a result of defendant Nassar's sexual assault, abuse, and 

molestation, as described above. These acts were performed during the course of defendant 

Nassar's employment, agency, and/or representation with defendantUSAG. 

392. Plaintiff was injured because she relied on defendant USAG to provide employees, 

agents, and representatives who exercise reasonable skill and care. 

393. As a direct and proximate result of defendant Nassar's actions carried out in the 

course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of defendant USAG, Plaintiff has 

suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, mental anguish, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, depression, 

disgrace, fright, anxiety, grief, humiliation, enjoyment of life and was prevented from performing 

plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life and has sustained and will sustain 

loss of earnings and earning capacity as well as other economic damages. 

COUNT TWENTY-TWO 

NEGLIGENT SUPERVISION 

Against Defendant USAG 

394. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 
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395. Defendant USAG had a duty to provide reasonable supervision of its employee, 

agent, and/or representative, defendant Nassar, while he was in the course of his employment, 

agency, and/or representation with defendant USAG and while he interacted with young female 

athletes and Plaintiff. 

396. Given the known sexual abuse in youth sports and gymnastics, it was reasonably 

foreseeable that defendant Nassar, who had prior allegations against him, would sexually abuse 

his patients, including plaintiff, unless properly supervised. 

397. Defendant USAG by and through its employees, agents, managers, and/or assigns 

knew or reasonably should have known of defendant Nassar's conduct and/or that defendant 

Nassar was an unfit employee, agent, and/or representative because of his sexual interest in children 

and young adults. 

398. Defendant USAG breached its duty to provide reasonable supervision of defendant 

Nassar, and permitted defendant Nassar, who was in a position of trust and authority, to sexually 

assault, abuse, molest, and harass plaintiff. 

399. The aforementioned sexual assault, abuse, molestation, and harassment occurred 

while defendant Nassar was in the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation with 

defendant USAG. 

400. Defendant USAG tolerated, authorized, and/or permitted a custom, policy, practice, 

or procedure of insufficient supervision and failed to adequately screen, counsel, or discipline such 

individuals, resulting in the allowance of defendant Nassar to violate the rights of persons such as 

plaintiff with impunity. 

401. As a direct and proximate result of the defendant USAG's failure to adequately 

supervise, plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, mental anguish, 
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shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of 

self-esteem, depression, disgrace, fright, grief, anxiety, humiliation, enjoyment of life and was 

prevented from performing plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life and 

has sustained and will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

COUNT TWENTY-THREE 

NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO WARN OR PROTECT 

Against Defendant USAG 

402. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

403. Given the direct or indirect knowledge of sexual abuse in youth sports, and in 

particular gymnastics, it was reasonably foreseeable that sexual abuse of young females may occur 

if proper procedures were not put in place by defendantUSAG. 

404. Defendant USAG knew or should have known that defendant Nassar posed a risk 

of ha II to plaintiff and/or others in plaintiffs' situation. 

405. Defendant USAG knew or should have known that defendant Nassar committed 

sexual assault, abuse, and molestation and/or was continuing to engage in such conduct. 

406. Defendant USAG had actual and/or constructive knowledge as to the dangerous 

conduct of Defendant Nassar and failed to act reasonably and responsibly inresponse. 

407. Defendant USAG had a duty to warn or protect the public, plaintiff, and others in 

plaintiff's situation against the risk of injury by defendantNassar. 

408. The special, trusting, confidential, and fiduciary relationship between defendant 

Nassar, in his capacity as an employee, agent, and/or representative of defendant USAG, and 

plaintiff created a duty to disclose this information. 

409. Defendant USAG breached the duty owed to plaintiff by failing to warn the public 
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and plaintiff and/or by failing to take reasonable steps to protect the public and plaintiff from 

defendant Nassar. 

410. Defendant USAG breached its duties to protect plaintiff by failing to detect and/or 

uncover evidence of sexual assault, abuse, molestation, and harassment. 

411. Defendant USAG breached its duty to protect plaintiff by failing to investigate, 

adjudicate, suspend, and/or ban defendant Nassar from USAG affiliation. 

412. Defendant USAG failed to adequately screen, counsel and/or discipline defendant 

Nassar for physical and/or mental conditions thatmight have rendered him unfit to discharge the 

duties and responsibilities of a physician in his capacity as an employee, agent, and/or 

representative of defendant USAG, resulting in violations of plaintiffs' rights. 

413. Defendant USAG willfully refused to notify, give adequate warning, and 

implement appropriate safeguards to protect plaintiff from defendant Nassar's conduct. 

414. As a direct and proximate result of the defendant USAG's failure to warn or 

protect, plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, mental anguish, 

shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of 

self-esteem, depression, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, enjoyment of life and was prevented 

from performing plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life and has 

sustained and will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

COUNT TWENTY-FOUR 

NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO TRAIN OR EDUCATE 

Against Defendant USAG 

415. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 
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416. Defendant USAG had a duty to protect the public and plaintiff and others in 

plaintiff's situation against the risk of injury by defendantNassar. 

417. Defendant USAG breached the duty owed to the public and plaintiff to take 

reasonable protective measures to protect plaintiff, and others in plaintiff's situation, by failing to 

properly train or educate plaintiff, and other individuals in plaintiff's situation, about how to avoid 

a risk of sexual assault and/or sexual abuse, including sexual assault and/or sexual abuse by 

defendant Nassar. 

418. Defendant USAG failed to implement reasonable safeguardsto: 

a. Prevent acts of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by defendant Nassar; and 

b. Avoid placing defendant Nassar in positions where he would have unsupervised 
contact and interaction with plaintiffs and other young athletes. 

419. As a direct and proximate result of the defendant USAG's failure to train or educate, 

plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, mental anguish, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, depression, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, enjoyment of life and was prevented from 

performing plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life and has sustained 

and will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity as well as other economic damages. 

COUNT TWENTY-FIVE 

NEGLIGENT RETENTION 

Against Defendant USAG 

420. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

421. Defendant USAG had a duty owed to plaintiff and others in plaintiff's situation 

when credentialing, hiring, retaining, screening, checking, regulating, monitoring, and supervising 
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employees, agents, and/or representative to exercise due care. 

422. Defendant USAG breached the duties owed to plaintiff by failing to adequately 

investigate, report, and address complaints about defendant Nassar's conduct, which defendant 

USAG knew or should have known. 

423. Defendant USAG breached the duties owed to plaintiff when defendant USAG 

retained defendant Nassar as an employee, agent, and/or representative after defendant USAG 

discovered or should have reasonably discovered defendant Nassar's conduct, which reflected a 

propensity for sexual misconduct. 

424. Defendant USAG's failure to act in accordance with the standard of care resulted 

in defendant Nassar gaining access to and sexually assaulting and/or sexually abusing plaintiff and 

an unknown number of other individuals. 

425. The aforementioned conduct of defendant USAG in credentialing, hiring, retaining, 

screening, checking, regulating, monitoring, and supervising defendant Nassar created a 

foreseeable risk of harm to plaintiff and other minors and young adults. 

426. Defendant USAG's retention of defendant Nassar resulted in plaintiff relying on 

such credentials as they sought medical treatment. 

427. As a direct and proximate result of the defendant USAG's actions in retaining 

defendant Nassar, plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, mental 

anguish, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, 

loss of self-esteem, depression, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, enjoyment of life and was 

prevented from performing plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life and 

has sustained and will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity as well as other economic 

damages. 
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COUNT TWENTY-SIN 

FRAUD AND MISREPRESENTATION 

Against Defendant USAG 

428. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

429. From approximately 1996 to summer 2015, defendant USAG represented to the 

public as well as plaintiff for part of that time that defendant Nassar was a competent, safe, and 

highly regarded physician. 

430. By representing that defendant Nassar was a team physician and an athletic 

physician at defendant MSU and a National Team Physician with defendant USAG, defendant 

USAG represented to plaintiff and the public that defendant Nassar was safe, trustworthy, and of 

high moral and ethical repute and that plaintiff and the public need not worry about being harmed 

by defendantNassar. 

431. The aforementioned representations were false when they were made because 

defendant Nassar had and was continuing to sexually assault, batter, molest, and harass unknown 

number of his patients and other individuals. 

432. Additionally, complaints were made to defendant USAG, yet defendant USAG did 

not contact plaintiff, the MSU defendants, other individuals it had referred to defendant Nassar, or 

any other clubs or organizations affiliated with defendant Nassar to inform them of the allegations 

and potential harm to plaintiffs and others. 

433. Defendant USAG continued to portray defendant Nassar as a competent and safe 

physician, intentionally inducing plaintiff and the public to rely on the reputation of defendant 

Nassar that defendant USAG wasperpetuating. 
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434. Plaintiff relied on the assertions of defendant USAG and sought medical treatment 

from defendant Nassar while defendant USAG knew of concerns and dangers. 

435. As a result of plaintiffs' and the public's reliance on defendant USAG's fraudulent 

misrepresentation regarding defendant Nassar, plaintiffs and others in plaintiffs' situation were 

sexually assaulted, abused, molested, and harassed by defendant Nassar. 

436. Plaintiff was subjected to sexual assault, abuse, molestation, and harassment as a 

result of defendant USAG' s fraudulent misrepresentations regarding defendant Nassar. 

437. As a direct and proximate result of the defendant USAG's actions and knowingly 

false representations, plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, mental 

anguish, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, 

loss of self-esteem, depression, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, enjoyment of life and was 

prevented from performing plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life and 

has sustained and will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity as well as other economic 

damages. 

COUNT TWENTY-SEVEN 

ASSAULT AND BATTERY 

Against All Defendants 

438. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

439. Defendants in a direct, agency or representative capacity intended to cause harmful 

or offensive contact with the plaintiff or an apprehension of such contact. 

440. Defendants in a direct, agency, and/or representative capacity achieved harmful or 

offensive contact with the plaintiff or an apprehension of such contact. 
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441. Defendants proximately caused plaintiff to suffer physical, emotional and 

psychological damages. 

COUNT TWENTY-EIGHT 

INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 

Against All Defendants 

442. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

443. Defendants engaged in extreme and outrageous conduct. 

444. Defendants acted with intent or extreme recklessness. 

445. Defendants proximately caused plaintiff to suffer physical, emotional and 

psychological damages. 

COUNT TWENTY-NINE 

CIVIL CONSPIRACY AND CONCERT OF ACTION 

Against All Defendants 

446. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

447. Defendants engaged in concerted action. 

448. Defendants proximately caused plaintiff to suffer physical, emotional and 
psychological damages. 

DAMAGES - FOR ALL AFOREMENTIONED CAUSES OF ACTION 

449. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

450. As a direct and/or proximate result of defendants' actions and/or inactions stated 

above, plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, mental anguish, shock, 
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emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, depression, disgrace, fright, anxiety, grief, humiliation, enjoyment of life and was 

prevented from performing plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life and 

has sustained and will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity as well as other economic 

damages. 

451. The conduct, actions and/or inactions of defendants as alleged in the above stated 

counts and causes of action constitute violations of plaintiffs constitutional and federal rights as 

well as the common and/or statutory laws of the State of Michigan, and the United States District 

Court has jurisdiction to hear and adjudicate said claims. 

452. In whole or in part, as a result of some or all of the above actions and/or inactions 

of defendants, plaintiff has and continues to suffer irreparable harm as a result of the violations. 

453. The amount in controversy exceeds the jurisdictional minimum of $75,000.00. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff requests this Court and the finder of fact to enter a Judgment in 

plaintiff's favor against all named defendants on all counts and claims as indicated above in an 

amount consistent with the proofs of trial, and seek against defendants all appropriate damages 

arising out of law, equity, and fact for each or all of the above counts where applicable and hereby 

requests that the trier of fact, be it judge or jury, award plaintiff all applicable damages, including 

but not limited to compensatory, special, exemplary, and/or punitive damages, in whatever amount 

the plaintiff is entitled, and all other relief arising out of law, equity, and fact, also including but 

not limited to: 

a. Compensatory damages in an amount to be determined as fair and just under the 
circumstances, by the trier of fact including, but not limited to medical expenses, loss 
of earnings, mental anguish, anxiety, humiliation, and embarrassment, violation of 
plaintiffs' constitutional, federal, and state rights, loss of social pleasure and 
enjoyment, and other damages to be proved; 
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b. Punitive and/or exemplary damages in an amount to be determined as reasonable 
or just by the trier of fact; 

c. Reasonable attorney fees, interest, and costs; and 

d. Other declaratory, equitable, and/or injunctive relief, including, but not limited to 
implementation of institutional reform and measures of accountability to ensure the 
safety and protection of young athletes and other individuals, as appears to be 
reasonable andjust. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MURPHY & SPAGNUOLO, P.C. 

Dated: November 19, 2018 /s/ Richard A. Cascarilla 
Richard A. Cascarilla (P32364) 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
Murphy & Spagnuolo, P.C. 
2123 University Park Dr., Ste. 130 
Okemos, MI 48864 
(517) 351-2020 
rcasca n 

Dated: November 19, 2018 /s/ Gary L. Bender 
Gary L. Bender (P31557) 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
Murphy & Spagnuolo, P.C. 
2123 University Park Dr., Ste. 130 
Okemos, MI 48864 
(517) 351-2020 
gbender@mbspclaw.com 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN — SOUTHERN DIVISION 

KYLIE DICKMAN, Case No.: 1:18-cv-1296 

Plaintiff, Hon. 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY; THE BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES OF MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY; 
LAWRENCE GERARD NASSAR (individual and 
official capacity); USA GYMNASTICS, INC; KATHIE 
KLAGES; (individually and official capacity) WILLIAM 
D. STRAMPEL, D.O. (individually and official capacity) 
JEFFREY R. KOVAN; (individually and official 
capacity); GARY STOLLAK; and (individually and 
official capacity) DESTINY TEACHNOR-HAUK; 
(individually and official capacity), 

Defendants. 

Richard A. Cascarilla (P32364) 
Gary L. Bender (P31557) 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
Murphy & Spagnuolo, P.C. 
2123 University Park Dr., Ste. 130 
Okemos, MI 48864 
(517) 351-2020 
rcascarilla@mbspclaw.coin 
gbender@mhspclaw.com 

JURY DEMAND 

Plaintiff, by and through her attorneys, Richard A. Cascarilla and Gary L. Bender of 

MURPHY & SPAGNUOLO, P.C., hereby request a trial by jury. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

MURPHY & SPAGNUOLO, P.C. 

Dated: November 19, 2018 /s/ Richard A. Cascarilla 
Richard A. Cascarilla (P32364) 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
Murphy & Spagnuolo, P.C. 
2123 University Park Dr., Ste. 130 
Okemos, MI 48864 
(517) 351-2020 
rcascarilla@mbspclaw.com 

Dated: November 19, 2018 /s/ Gary L. Bender 
Gary L. Bender (P31557) 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
Murphy & Spagnuolo, P.C. 
2123 University Park Dr., Ste. 130 
Okemos, MI 48864 
(517) 351-2020 
gbender@mbspclaw.com 
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November 14, 2018

NOTICE OF INTENT TO FILE CLAIM

Court of Claims Clerk Michigan State University
Hall of Justice Office of the General Counsel

925 W. Ottawa Street 426 Auditorium Road, Room 494

PO Box 30185 East Lansing, MI 48824

Lansing, MI 48909

RE: Our client: Kylie Dickman (DOB J99)

Potential Adverse Parties: Michigan State University (MSU); MSU Board of Trustees;

Lawrence Nassar, DO; William Strampel, DO; Jeffrey Kovan,

DO; Kathie Klages; Gary Stollak; and possibly other

individuals.

Potential Claims: Violations of Title IX: 42 USC §1983; Sexual Assault; Sexual

Battery; Sexual Harassment; Marsha's Law, 18 USC §§2255,

2423(b), 2423(c)); Intentional Infliction of Emotional

Distress; Unfair Business Practices; Constructive Fraud;

Fraud; Negligence; Gross Negligence; Negligent

Supervision; Negligent Hiring and Retention; Negligent

Failure to Warn, Train or Educate; Vicarious Liability-

Agency-Respondeat Superior; Express or Implied Agency;

Violations of Michigan Constitution, Article 1§17, et al.

Date of Claims: From 2013 through 2015.

Dear Sir or Madam:

Please be advised that our firm represents the above identified individual. Pursuant to MCL

600.6431(1), please accept this as our Notice of Intent to File Claim against one or more of the

potential adverse parties listed above. This Notice also provides notice to the potential adverse

parties listed above who are agents, employees or contractors for MSU. There may be others.

Our client was seen by Nassar for supposed medical treatment approximately fourteen times at

the Michigan State Sports Clinical Center, from 2013 through 2015.

2123 University Park Drive, Suite 130
•

Okemos, MI 488(34
'

tel 517.351.2020 • fax 517.351.4420
•

www.mbspclamcom
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The claims arise out of not less than ten instances of sexual assault and battery, molestation and

harassment by Nassar, who was an employee, agent and representative of Michigan State

University from approximately 1996 through 2016. Nassar began a pattern of "grooming') our

client when she was approximately 14 years old when he began treating her as a gymnast. Her

encounters continued until she was 16 years old. For approximately two years, our client

presented with back pain, and shoulder injuries (both). She began treating with Nassar in, 2013

until 2015. Commencing in September 2013, Nassar examined her and began performing

inappropriate, non-medical and unlawful procedures on her, including but not limited to,

ungloved and unsupervised vaginal fondling and digital penetration and touching of or groping
of her breasts. Nassar used his position of trust and confidence in an abusive manner to exploit
our client for his sexual gratification. Nassar digitally penetrated her while ungloved and

unsupervised and groped her breasts some ten times over the course of two years.

Prior to our client being assaulted by Nassar, Michigan State University received many complaints

regarding Nassar's unlawful and inappropriate conduct and failed repeatedly to properly

investigate, discipline, and sanction Nassar, resulting in a deliberate indifference to his unlawful

conduct to the detriment of hundreds of young women including our client. The individuals listed

above as well as other MSU representatives, either knowingly concealed or acted with deliberate

indifference as to their own knowledge of Nassar's activities. Such concealment delayed our

client's ability to come forward and make claims until Nassar was charged with criminal sexual

conduct and resulted in wide spread media attention. The actions and inactions of MSU and their

employees, representatives and agents led to violations of Title IX, 42 USC 1983, the Elliot-Larsen

Civil Rights Act, MCL 37.2301, Marsha's Law, and the above-listed and enumerated state and

federal law claims.

Our client learned and realized Nassar's illegal and inappropriate conduct on or around

September 23, 2018 while attending an MSU sexual assault class.

Our client has suffered injuries, including but not limited to, shock, humiliation, emotional

distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, and disgrace. She may be forced to withdraw from

M5U due to the emotional distress and reminders of Nassar's sexual assaults on her and forgo

scholarships. Numerous Notices of Intent to File Claims were filed previously involving the same

potential adverse parties, identical or similar claims of improper and unlawful conduct of those

adverse parties, and different claimants.

26 9A09•r-2—

Richard A. Cascarilla

Attorney for Kylie Dickman

Gary L. Berkler
Attorne(yror Kylie Dickman

2123 University Park Drive, Suite 130, Okemos, MI 48864 • tel 517.351.2020 • fax 517.351.4420 • www.mbspclaw.com
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I declare that the statements above are true to the best of my information, knowledge, and belief.

Dated: November 14, 2018

Kylie D)cyman

Subscribed and sworn to by Affiant, Kylie Dickman, before me on this 14th day of November,
2018, in Ingham County, State of Michigan.

jz/—rg..e4rico e Ellip en, Notary Public

State of Michigan, County of Clinton

My commission expires: 11/04/24

Acting in the County of Ingham

2123 University Park Drive, Suite 130, Okemos, MI 48864 • tel 517.351.2020 • fax 517.351.4420 • www.mbspclaw.com
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN – SOUTHERN DIVISION 
 
 
JANE DOE 02 
 
  Plaintiff  
vs.        Case No.   1:18-cv- 
        Hon. 
USA GYMNASTICS, INC. and 
UNITED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
 
  Defendant 
_____________________________________________________________________  
 
LOUIS G. COREY (P34377)    
Attorney for Plaintiff      
401 N. Main Street      
Royal Oak, Michigan  48067    
(248) 548-9700      
_____________________________________________________________________   
 
 

There is now on file in this court a civil action 

between these parties or other parties arising out of 

the same transaction or occurrence as alleged in 

the complaint.  The action is pending and is No. 

1:17-cv-00029 and 1:18-cv-00174.  The action is 

assigned to Judge Gordon Quist. 

 
 

COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 
 
 NOW COMES Plaintiff, Jane Doe 02, by and through her attorneys, THE COREY 

LAW FIRM, and for her Complaint against the defendants state as follows: 

I.  PRELIMINARY STATEMENT AND INTRODUCTION 

1. This is a civil action for declaratory, injunctive, equitable, and monetary 

relief for injuries sustained by plaintiff as a result of the acts, conduct, and omissions of 

USA Gymnastics (“USAG”) and the United States Olympic Committee (“USOC”) and 

their respective employees, representatives, and agents relating to sexual assault, 
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abuse, molestation, and nonconsensual sexual touching and harassment by Lawrence 

Nassar (“Nassar”) against Jane Doe 02. 

2. Plaintiff is a young athlete participating in gymnastics. 

3. Lawrence Nassar came highly recommended to plaintiff as a renowned 

orthopedic sports medicine physician, purportedly well-respected in the sports medicine 

community, specifically in the gymnastics community as the Team Physician for the 

United States Gymnastics Team. 

4. Plaintiff and her parents had no reason to suspect Nassar was anything 

other than a competent and ethical physician. 

5. From approximately 1996 to 2016, Nassar worked for Michigan State 

University (“MSU”) in various positions and capacities. 

6. From 1986 to approximately 2015 Nassar also worked for USA 

Gymnastics  and USOC in various positions and capacities. 

7. For over 20 years, Nassar had unfettered access to young female athletes 

through his involvement with MSU, USAG and USOC. 

8. To gain plaintiffs’ trust, at appointments, Nassar would give some patients 

gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, leotards, and other items, some with USAG logos and 

others without. 

9. Plaintiff was seeking treatment for athletic injuries involving her back, 

shoulders, heel, hip, foot, hamstring and shin. 

10. From 2009 under the guise of treatment, Defendant Nassar sexually 

assaulted, abused and molested Jane Doe 02, by nonconsensual vaginal and anal 

digital penetration and without the use of gloves or lubricant. 
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11. Through Nassar’s positions with MSU, his notoriety, and support by 

Defendant USAG and USOC, Nassar used his position of authority as a medical 

professional to abuse plaintiff without any reasonable supervision by defendant USAG 

and USOC. 

12. Nassar carried out these acts without fully explaining the “treatment” or 

obtaining consent of plaintiff or her parents. 

13. These assaults were carried out at Michigan State Sports Medicine Clinic 

and at USAG and USOC gymnastics sanctioned events. 

14. The failure to give proper notice or to obtain consent for the purported 

“treatment” from plaintiff or her parents robbed them of the opportunity to reject the 

“treatment”.  

15. The age of plaintiff at the time of the assaults was 12-19 years of age. 

 16. In summer 2015, USAG and USOC relieved Nassar of his duties after 

becoming aware of concerns about his actions, yet USAG and USOC failed to inform 

Michigan State University of the circumstances of his dismissal. 

 17. Defendants USAG’s and USOC’s failure to properly supervise Nassar and 

their negligence in retaining Nassar was in violation of Michigan state common law. 

 18. The acts, conduct, and omissions of Defendants USAG and USOC, and 

their policies, customs, and practices with respect to investigating sexual assault 

allegations severely compromised the safety and health of plaintiff and an unknown 

number of individuals, and have resulted in repeated instances of sexual assault, 

abuse, and molestation of plaintiff by Nassar, which has been devastating for plaintiff 

and her family. 
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 19. This action arises from defendant’s blatant disregard for plaintiff’s federal 

and state rights, and defendant’s deliberately indifferent and unreasonable response to 

physician-on-patient sexual assault, abuse, and molestation. 

 
II.  JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

 20. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 21. This action is brought to redress the deprivation of Plaintiff’s rights under 

the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 

1983. 

 22. Subject matter jurisdiction is founded upon 28 U.S.C. §1331 which 

provides the district court with jurisdiction over all civil actions arising under the 

Constitution, laws and treaties of the United States. 

 23. Subject matter jurisdiction is also founded upon 28 U.S.C. § 1343 which 

gives district courts original jurisdiction over any civil actions authorized by law to be 

brought by any person to redress the deprivation, under color of any state law, statute, 

ordinance, regulation, custom or usage, of any right, privilege or immunity secured by 

the Constitution of the United States or by any act of Congress providing for equal rights 

of citizens or of all persons within the jurisdiction of the United States, and any civil 

action to recover damages or to secure equitable relief under any Act of Congress 

providing for the protection of civil rights. 

 24. Subject matter jurisdiction is also founded upon 28 U.S.C. § 1332 as it 

relates to plaintiff’s claims against Defendants USAG and USOC for the reason that 28 

U.S.C. § 1332 grants subject matter jurisdiction over civil actions involving citizens of 
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different states where the amount in controversy exceed the sum or value of $75,000.00 

exclusive of interest and costs. 

 25. Plaintiff further invokes the supplemental jurisdiction of this Court, 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367(a) to hear and decide claims arising under state law that 

are so related to the claims within the original jurisdiction of this Court that they form 

part of the same case or controversy. 

 26. The claims are cognizable under the United States Constitution, 42 U.S.C. 

§ 1983, 20 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq., and under Michigan Law. 

 Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b) because the 

events giving rise to Plaintiff’s claims arose in this judicial district, in Ingham County and 

Eaton County, Michigan. 

 

III.  PARTIES AND KEY INDIVIDUALS 

 27. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 28. Plaintiff’s name has been withheld from this Complaint to protect her 

identity. 

 29. Plaintiff Jane Doe 02 is a resident of the State of Michigan. 

 30. Lawrence “Larry” Nassar, is a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine, and is a 

resident of the State of Michigan. 

 31. Defendant United States of America Gymnastics (hereinafter “Defendant 

USAG”) was and continues to be an organization incorporated in Indiana, authorized to 

conduct business and conducting business throughout the United States, including but 

not limited to  Michigan. 
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 32. The U.S. Olympic Committee and the International Gymnastics Federation 

has designated Defendant USAG as the national governing body for the sport of 

gymnastics in the United States. 

33. Defendant USAG advertises on its website: “Since 1990 – prior to almost 

all other National Governing Bodies – USA Gymnastics has provided awareness, 

prevention and reporting information regarding sexual misconduct to professional 

members, athlete members and their families”. 

 34. Kerry J. Perry is the immediate past president of Defendant USAG 

(named in approximately December 2017), who was responsible for the overall 

management and strategic planning of Defendant USAG.  Ms. Perry resigned in 

September 2018 amid pressure from the United States Olympic Committee. 

 35. Steve Penny is the past president of Defendant USAG and held the 

position from approximately April 2005 to November 2017, and during that time was 

responsible for the overall management and strategic planning of Defendant USAG. 

 36. Robert Colarossi is the past president of Defendant USAG and held the 

position from approximately 1998 to 2005, and during that time was responsible for the 

overall management and strategic planning of Defendant USAG. 

 37.  Defendant USAG requires member clubs to pay it a fee in order to hold 

defendant USAG sanctioned events. 

 38. Defendant USAG also issues rules and requirement for its member clubs 

and exercises some degree of control over its member clubs because Defendant USAG 

has the authority to revoke a club’s membership 

 39. Defendant USAG also requires all coaches, judges, and athletes to pay it 

a membership fee if they want to participate in USA Gymnastics sanctioned events. 
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 40. Defendant USOC was and continues to be a corporation incorporated 

pursuant to the Ted Steven Olympic and Amateur Sports Act, 36 U.S.C. § 220501, et 

seq. with its principal office located in Colorado Springs, Colorado and is authorized to 

conduct business and is conducting business through the United States, including but 

not limited to the State of Michigan. 

IV. GENERAL FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

 41. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 42. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in member 

case number 1:18-cv-00174. 

 43. Plaintiff also incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

various complaints filed in the respective member cases of the consolidated action 

under case number 1:17-cv-00029. 

 44. At all relevant times, including the years 1986 to 2015, Nassar was acting 

in the scope of his employment or agency with Defendants USAG and USOC. 

 45. At all times pertinent hereto, Nassar was an employee, representative 

and/or agent of Defendants, and was acting in the scope of his employment or agency 

thereto, and under the Defendants control and supervision. 

 46. Nassar was employed by and/or an agent of Defendant USAG from 

approximately 1986 to 2015, serving in various positions including but not limited to: (a) 

Certified Athletic Trainer; (b) Osteopathic Physician; (c) National Medical Director; (d) 

National Team Physician, USA Gymnastics; and (e) National Team Physician, USA 

Gymnastics Women’s Artistic Gymnastics National Team. 
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 47. Nassar received a benefit from his relationship with Defendants USAG 

and USOC in the form of national and global exposure, fame and increased patients at 

his office at MSU which resulted in Nassar receiving higher compensation. 

 48. Defendants USAG and USOC received a benefits from its relationship 

with Nassar in the form of medical services rendered to its member athletes, national 

and global exposure, fame and increased enrollment. 

 49. As a result of Defendant USAG’s designation as the national governing 

body (“NGB”) for the sport of gymnastics from Defendant USOC, Defendant USOC 

exercises  considerable authority and control over Defendant USAG, as it does with all 

other NGBs. 

 50. Defendant USAG therefore is ostensibly an agent or instrumentality of 

Defendant USOC. 

 51. During his employment, agency, and representation of the Defendant 

USAG and USOC, Nassar sexually assaulted, abused and molested Plaintiff by 

engaging in nonconsensual sexual touching, assault, and harassment, including but not 

limited to digital vaginal and anal penetration. 

 52. Defendant USOC is a federally chartered nonprofit corporation, which was 

reorganized by the Ted Stevens Amateur Sports Act, originally enacted in 1978.  As 

advertised on its website, “[t]he USOC has two primary responsibilities in its oversight of 

Olympic and Paralympic sports in the United States.  The first is to generate resources 

in supports of its mission, which is to help American athletes achieve sustained 

competitive excellence.  The second is to ensure organizational resources are wisely 

and effectively used to that end.”  Furthermore, Defendant “… USOC is committed to 
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creating a safe and positive environment for athletes’ physical, emotional and social 

development and to ensuring that it promotes an environment free of misconduct.” 

 53. Under the Ted Stevens Amateur Sports Act, 36 U.S.C. § 220501, et seq. 

(hereinafter “Ted Stevens Act”) Defendant USOC had a mandatory obligation to ensure 

that before granting National Governing Bodies (“NGB”), including USAG, a sanction to 

host National or International events, that they provide “proper medical supervision will 

be provided for athletes who will participate in the competition.”  36 U.S.C. § 

220525(b)(4)(E).  The USOC has the power to decertify USAG and all associated clubs, 

gyms, and teams.  Among other things, decertification would strip USAG of its ability to 

crown national champions and select Olympic teams.  Had Defendant USOC performed 

its mandate reasonably, diligently, and in accord with its duty to protect minor children 

under Federal and Michigan law, Nassar would have been investigated, sanctioned, 

and/or removed from Defendants USAG and others, and never have been placed in 

solitary contact or contact without qualified supervision with the plaintiff and others. 

 54. Defendant USAG is the National Governing Body for gymnastics in the 

United States, as designated and permitted by Defendant USOC under the Ted Stevens 

At, and selects and trains the United States gymnastics teams for the Olympics and 

World Championships, promotes and develops gymnastics locally and nationally, and 

serves as a resource center for members, clubs, fans and gymnasts through the United 

States.  Defendant USAG has more than 174,000 athletes and professional members, 

more than 148,0000 athletes registered in competitive programs, as well as more than 

25,000 professional, instructor and club members.  Approximately 4,000 competitions 

and events throughout the United States are sanctioned annually by USAG. 
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 55. Defendant USAG directly certifies and trains coaches for a fee, in part 

through USA Gymnastics University, an online training platform through which USAG 

provides courses, course material, and video training. 

56.   Defendant USAG sanctions gyms where gymnasts practice and compete. 

For a fee and proposed compliance with five USAG policies, a gym can become 

certified to train under the USAG banner. 

57. Defendant USAG sponsors competitions in which members and gyms pay 

a fee to compete. These competitions take place throughout the country, and gymnasts 

of a variety of ages and skill levels compete. Defendant USAG was the primary entitty 

owning, operating and controlling the activities and behavior of its certified, trained, and 

sactioned professtionals, members and agents. 

58.   For decades, Defendants USAG and USOC have touted themselves as 

creating a positive and safe environment, including during the time Plaintiff was a 

gymnast. ln fact, Defendant USAG touts that "prior to almost all other National 

Governing Bodies, USA gymnastics has provided awareness, prevention and reporting 

information regarding sexual misconduct to professional members, member clubs, 

athlete members and their families." 

59.   The bylaws of Defendant USAG, or similar bylaws previously enacted, were 

made in conformance with, and under the mandate of, Defendant USOC, and were 

intended to protect minor gymnasts, including Plaintiff, from sexual abuse, a known and 

foreseeable risk posed to minor athletes in amateur sports. 

60.   ln 2010, Defendant USOC convened what it termed the "Working Group for 

Safe Training Environments" in order to address, among many things, physical and 

sexual abuse of amateur athletes in NGB's. lt was not until 2011, after the commission 
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met, that Defendant USOC hired an individual to head its "SafeSport" program and not 

until 2012 that a "SafeSport" Handbook was adopted and promulgated safeguards and 

safety protections for minor athletes, from the ravages of sexual abuse. Despite only 

instituting these SafeSport policies in 2012, Defendant USOC was acutely aware of the 

ravages of sexual abuse posed to minors in amateur sports, for at least a decade prior 

to this SafeSport program being created, as they were informed by former Defendant  

USAG President, Robert "Bob" Colarossi. 
 
 61. As a requirement for NGBs, such as Defendant USAG, to remain in "good 

standing" with Defendant USOC, Defendant USOC policies require that USAG "...1 ) comply 

with the safe sport policies of the corporation and with the policies and procedures of the 

independent safe sport organization designated by the corporation to enhance safe 

sport practices and to investigate and resolve safe sport violations (no exceptions to this 

requirement shall be allowed unless grated by the CEO, or his or her designee, after 

allowing the [NGB] or PSO to present the reasons for such exception)..."  The Plaintiffs 

are informed and believe, and on that basis allege, that the Safe Sport program was 

introduced in or around 2011, and that such policies have become more stringent over 

the years. Nevertheless, the Defendant USOC continued to fail to adequately enforce 

these policies against Nassar, and has continually failed to uphold said policies through 

proper reporting, supervision, mandates on NGBs (including Defendant USAG), and 

other preventative procedures. Even as the SafeSport policies state today herein, 

Defendant USOC still failed to uphold these policies and procedures, had they been in 

place at the commencement of plaintiff’s sexual abuse. Defendant USOC has and had a 

culture and atmosphere that conceals known and suspected sexual abusers, which 

transcends all policies and procedures that are set in place. For this reason, Defendant 
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USOC has a practice and culture of ignoring its own internal rules and mandates for 

NGBs, in order to protect its reputation and blind itself to known abusers within the 

ranks of NGBs for which it is responsible. 

 62. The USOC similarly touts that it's policies prevent "...USOC employees, 

coaches, contracted staff, volunteers, board members, committee and task force 

members, and other individuals working with athletes or other sport participants while at 

an OTC, whether or not they are employees of the USOC" and "...[a]thletes training 

and/or residing at a USOC Olympic Training Center" from engaging in sexually-abusive 

misconduct, including "child sexual abuse" and "sexual misconduct." USOC Safe Sport 

Policies, Section ll(c). Defendant USOC also has policies identifying "grooming" 

behaviors, which it defines ds, "...the most common strategy used by offenders to seduce 

their victims." 

 63. Despite their obligations under the Ted Stevens Act and their bylaws, 

rules, policies and procedures purporting to protect young athletes, Defendants USOC 

and USAG never ensured, audited, or checked to confirm that these policies were 

properly implemented, enforced, or effective at detecting, preventing, and remedying 

abuse perpetrated by certified coaches and at sanctioned facilities and events. Had 

Defendants USOC and USAG upheld their duties under federal law, the repeated 

sexual abuse suffered by Plaintiff and so many others could have been avoided. 

64. During all relevant times during Plaintiff’s aburse, Defendants USOC and 

USAG were responsible for ensuring that there was adequate supervision for minors 

competing at USOC and USAG sanctioned events, that reasonable safety protocols 

ensuring the safety of those minors at those events were rn place, and that reasonable 

supervision, training, and oversight procedures for all medical care provided to gymnasts 
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at said events was also in place, including training of staff on identification of sexual 

abuse, proper procedures, use of proper medical care, and staffing of ample medical 

personnel to ensure proper care of all minor gymnasts, including Plaintiffs. 

65. Despite these duties under the law, Defendants USOC and USAG 

implemented virtually no safety protocols or procedures at USAG and USOC 

sanctioned events that Plaintiff and other participated in, and failed to provide any 

supervision for minor gymnasts, including Plaintiff, competing in USAG and USOC 

sanctioned events. 

66.   ln March of 2017, under the United States Senate Judiciary Committee's 

inquiry into the failure of the Defendants USAG and USOC in protecting gymnasts from 

sexual assault, specifically centered around Nassar, the Defendant USOC's president 

publicly admitted, "[t]he Olympic community failed the people it was supposed to 

protect." 

67.   ln January 2018, former USOC Chief Executive Officer Scott Blackmun 

issued an apology to victims, stating that USOC is "sorry you weren't afforded a safe 

opportunity to pursue your sport dreams. The Olympic family is among those that have 

failed you." 

68.   On January 31, 2018, amid public outcry and a threat by Defendant USOC to 

wholly decertify the organization, all members of the board of directors for Defendant 

USAG resigned. 

69.   Defendants USAG's and USOC's conduct has been so egregious and with 

utter disregard for young gymnasts, that Congress responded by enacting the Safe 

Sport Act on February 14, 2018, which was promulgated "to promote a safe 

environment in sports that is free from abuse, including emotional, physical, and sexual 

abuse, of any amateur athlete." 
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70. As of February 14,2018, the Safe Sport Act mandates that Defendants 

USAG and USOC, along with their agent coaches and members, report any assault or 

abuse to authorities within 24 hours. The Safe Sport Act makes non-reporting assault or 

abuse a federal crime and imposes a significant fine, as well as other damages. 

Additionally, under the Safe Sport Act, an independent body, the U.S. Center for Safe 

Sport ("Center for Safe Sport"), was created to adjudicate the sexual abuse cases in the 

Olympic Movement and other amateur athlete settings. 

71. ln June 2018, Defendant USAG was required to testify at Congressional 

hearings.  During those hearings, Steve Penny, Past President of USAG, pled the Fifth 

Amendment, refusing to answer any questions. During that same hearing, Rhonda 

Faehn, former Director of the Women's program for USAG, testified that Penny told her 

not to tell anyone about accusations of sexual assault and molestation of gymnasts. 

72. Although Defendant USOC has acknowledged its responsibility for allowing 

years of abuse, upon information and belief, to date, it has not decertified Defendant 

USAG. Defendant USAG still retains the power to appoint and control coaches, clubs, 

and athletes, despite USAG's negligent conduct and ongoing violations of the Safe Sport 

Act. 

73.   Plaintiff is informed, and believes, and on that basis alleges that Defendants 

USOC and USAG were aware, at the highest levels of their organizations, that Nassar 

had molested USAG member gymnasts who participated with Defendant USAG, an 

NGB under Defendant USOC's charter, while Nassar was permitted to return to his 

medical practice at Michigan State University (hereinafter "MSU") without MSU being 

warned, advised or othenruise contacted by Defendants USOC or USAG regarding 
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Defendant USAG's and USOC's knowledge of Nassar's sexual abuse of minor 

gymnasts. 

74. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and on that basis allege that despite 

Defendant USOC having knowledge of Nassar's molestation of minor gymnasts as early as 

2015, Defendant USOC concealed their involvement with Defendant USAG, concealed its 

knowledge of Nassar's sexual misconduct with minor children, and ultimately, 

misdirected the United States Senate into believing that Defendant USOC had only 

failed to protect minor gymnasts through lack of oversight. 

75.   Plaintiff is are informed and believes, and on that basis alleges that 

Defendant USOC knew that Nassar had been removed from Defendant USAG for 

allegations of child molestation as early as 2015 (as it was Defendant USOC's custom 

and practice to necessarily learn of reports of child molestation by an NGB employee, 

like those made to Defendant USAG in 2015) given that Defendant USOC was 

responsible for the supervision of Defendants USAG.  Nonetheless, Defendant USOC 

had representatives present at the March 2017 Senate Judiciary Committee Hearing 

and concealed their prior knowledge of Nassar being a pedophile and sexual abuser, 

leaving the Senators, those present and the public with the false impression that 

Defendant USOC simply failed to implement proper procedures to prevent abuse. 

During this hearing, and as early as 2015, Defendant USOC had knowledge that Nassar 

had abused young girls, and that he continued to sexually abuse young girls for over 

another year, without notifying, informing, or otherwise communicating this knowledge to 

MSU or others. 

76.   Nassar acted as an employee and/or agent of Twistars and regularly 

provided services or treatment to to USAG members that competed in USAG 

sanctioned events put on by Twistars. 
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 77. As a former physician of Osteopathic Medicine, Nassar's medical care and 

treatment should have consisted largely of osteopathic adjustments and kinesiology 

treatment to patients. 

 78. Nassar is not and has never been a medical doctor of obstetrics or 

gynecology. 

79. While employed by and/or an agent of Defendants USAG and USOC, 

Nassar practiced medicine at Michigan State University's Sports Medicine Clinic, at 

USOC and USAG sanctioned events worldwide. 

80.  Nassar was a renowned orthopedic sports medicine physician, well 

respected in the gymnastics and Lansing communities and the team doctor of the 

United States Gymnastics team. 

81. Nassar was promoted as the USOC and USAG team doctor and received 

patients because of his status as team doctor. 

82. The work performed by Nassar for Defendants USAG and USOC was 

performed within the course and scope of Nassar's employment and/or agency with 

Defendants, and Defendants were responsible for supervising Nassar, protecting the 

Plaintiff from Nassar and warning the Plaintiff’s parents of the risk posed by Nassar to 

the Plaintiff and other minor girls in Defendants' care. 

83. While employed by Defendants and/or acting as an agent or 

representative, Nassar sexually assaulted, abused, and molested numerous female 

patients, including Plaintiff, by engaging in nonconsensual sexual assault, battery, 

molestation, and harassment, including, but not limited to, digital vaginal and anal 

penetration without the use of gloves or lubricant.  Defendants were responsible for 
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Plaintiff’s safety, supervision and well-being at all relevant times and specifically at the 

time of the assaults. 

84.  The use of gloves when exposed to potentially infectious material, 

including vaginal secretion, is mandated by the Michigan Administrative Code 

R.325.70001 et seq. 

85. Plaintiffis informed and believes, and on that basis alleges that 

Defendants, at all relevant times to Plaintiff’s abuse, knew that Nassar was performing 

purported medical treatments on minor children including the Plaintiffs, knew that 

Nassar had complaints pertaining to these purported medical treatments (which were 

disguised, sexually abusive acts), but nonetheless allowed Nassar to continue working 

for Defendants, at USAG and USOC sanctioned events, without any prior warning, 

protection, or remedial steps taken to limit his access to minor children. 

86. For over 20 years, Nassar had unrestricted and unmonitored access to 

young female athletes through the Sports Medicine Clinic at MSU, USAG and USOC 

sanctioned events, and all regularly and routinely referred young female athletes to his 

care 

87.  ln or around 2011 , John Geddert was traveling in a vehicle with members 

of the USAG Senior NationalTeam, including Aly Raisman. 

88. At the time, John Geddert was serving in his capacity as an agent for 

Defendants USAG and USOC as an Olympic Coach. 

89. Ms. Raisman indicated she and her teammates would talk about Nassar's 

conduct amongst themselves. 

90. While traveling together, in John Geddert's presence, one of Ms. 

Raisman's teammates described in graphic detail what Nassar had done to her the prior 
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evening-including specific details that constituted Nassar's sexual assault of a minor 

child. 

91. Ms. Raisman stated Defendant Geddert did not question her or teammate 

about the statements made. 

92. As early as 1998, through Defendant Geddert, Defendant USOC had 

notice of Nassar's misconduct and propensity to sexually abuse and assault girls and 

young women. 

93. ln or around June 2015, Margaret Nichols and other athletes were 

overheard discussing Nassar's misconduct at the Karolyi Ranch. 

94. The "Karolyi Ranch" was designated as being the United States' Olympic  

Training Center, thus, was required to follow all protocols, mandates, policies, bylaws, 

rules, and/or practices of Defendant USOC (as well as Defendant USAG). 

95. Defendant USOC was responsible for ensuring that the Karolyi Ranch, 

provided adequate supervision for the minors training and competing thereat, 

reasonable safety protocols ensuring the safety of those minors, and reasonable 

supervrsron, training, and oversight procedures for all medical care provided to 

gymnasts at the Karolyi Ranch, including training of staff on identification of sexual 

abuse, proper procedures, use Karolyi Ranch, including training of staff on identification 

of sexual abuse, proper procedures, use of proper medical care, and staffing of ample 

medical personnel to ensure proper care of all minor gymnasts. 

96. An adult reported Ms. Nichols' concerns to USAG. 

97. Ms. Nichols' complaints were received by former USAG President and 

CEO Steve Penny. 
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98. After receiving these complaints in approximately summer 2015, Defendant 

USAG relieved Nassar of his duties.2 

99. Upon information and belief, Defendant USOC was made aware of the 

same allegations in 2015. 

100.  At no time did Defendants USAG or USOC inform Michigan State 

University, Michigan State University Trustees, or other Michigan State University 

representatives of the concerns that led to Nassar being relieved from his duties with 

Defendant USAG and USOC. 

101.  At no time did Defendants USAG or USOC inform its member athletes, 

coaches, member clubs or the public that Nassar had been dismissed, relieved from his 

duties, and was under criminal investigation. 

102.  lnstead Defendants USAG and USOC allowed its members and the public 

to believe Nassar simply "retired." As a result, Nassar continued to have unfettered 

access to minor athletes and young women for the following year, during which further 

assaults were perpetrated on Plaintifls and others. 

 
103. In approximately December 2016, Defendant USAG Settled one or more 

claims against it involving allegations of sexual abuse by Nassar against Olympic gold-

medal-winning gymnast McKayla Maroney pursuant to a confidential settlement 

agreement in California. 

104. Upon information and belief, USAG entered into one or more confidential 

settlement agreements in California involving claims of sex abuse or other acts that 

could be prosecuted as a felony sex offense by Nassar. 
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105. Notably, California law prohibits confidential settlements in cases involving 

allegations of child sexual abuse or an act that could be prosecuted as a felony sex 

offense.  CAL. CIV. Code § 1002. 

106. Upon information and belief, USAG’s settlement agreement with McKayla 

Maroney is not the first or the only settlement agreement that USAG has entered into to 

resolve civil claims of victims of sexual abuse by Nassar against USAG. 

107. late November 2016, Nassar was arrested and charged in lngham County, 

Michigan on three charges of first-degree criminal sexual conductwith a person under 

13, and was later released on a $1 million bond. 

108. ln mid-December 2016, Nassarwas indicted, arrested, and charged in the 

United States District Court for the Western District of Michigan in Grand Rapids, 

Michigan on charges of possession of child pornography and receipt/attempted receipt 

of child pornography. 

109. According to the federal indictment, Nassar: 
 

a.      Knowingly received and attempted to receive child pornography  
  between approximately September 18, 2004 and December   

   1, 2004; 

b.      Knowingly possessed thousands of images of child pornography  
   between approximately February 6, 2003 and September 20, 2016, 
   including images involving a minor who was under the age of 12. 

110.  Testimony given by an FBI agent at a hearing held on December 21, 2016, 

alleged, among other allegations, that Nassar used a GoPro camera to record video 

images of children in a swimming pool and that: 

a.     Nassar's hand can be seen grabbing one girl's hand and shoving it  
   into the vaginal area of another girl; and 

b.     Nassar's thumb can be seen pressing into a child's vagina/vaginal 
area. 
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111. On February 7, 2017, a superseding indictment added an additional count 

of "Destruction and Concealment of Records and Tangible Objects" alleging between 

September 19, 2016 and September 20, 2016, Nassar "caused a third-party vendor to 

permanently delete and destroy all images, records, documents, and files contained on 

the hard drive of a laptop computer, and the defendant threw in the trash a number of 

external hard drives.” 

112. On February 17, 2017, at a preliminary examination, Nassar was ordered 

to stand trial on three charges of first-degree criminal sexual conduct with a person 

under 13 in Ingham County following testimony which included, among others, 

allegations of digital vaginal penetration at Nassar's residence. 

113. On February 22, 2017, Nassar was arraigned on 22 counts of first-degree 

criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13 years old, and 14 counts of third-degree 

criminal sexual conduct with a person under the age of 13 years old in Ingham County, 

Michigan and Eaton County, Michigan. 

114. In mid-March 2017, Steve Penny resigned as president of Defendant 

USAG amid allegations Defendant USAG failed to promptly notify authorities of 

allegations raised against Nassar. 

115. Over several days in May and June 2017, victims testified regarding 

Nassar's conduct during appointments held at MSU and Nassar's residence for medical 

treatment. 

116.  Other victims also testified Nassar engaged in vaginal and anal digital 

penetration without notice, gloves, lubricant, or consent from their parents.  

117. On June 23, 2017, Nassar was ordered to stand trial on twelve charges of 

first degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13 in Ingham County following 
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conclusion of the preliminary examination hearing which included, among others, 

allegations of digital vaginal and anal penetration at MSU and Defendant Nassar’s 

residence. 

118. On July 10, 2017 Nassar pleaded guilty to the federal charges of child 

pornography, receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography, and destruction and 

concealment of records and tangible objects. 

119. On November 11, 2017 Nassar pleaded guilty to seven counts of first 

degree sexual conduct in Ingham County Circuit Court 

120.  On November 29, 2017 Nassar pleaded guilty to three counts of first 

degree criminal sexual conduct in Eaton County Circuit Court 

121. On December 7, 2017 Nassar was sentenced to 60 years in federal 

prison for the child pornography charges. 

122. On January 24, 2018 Nassar was sentenced in the Ingham County Circuit 

Court for the State of Michigan to 40 to 175 years in prison on seven sexual assault 

charges 

123. On February 5, 2018 Nassar was sentenced in the Eaton County Circuit 

Court for the State of Michigan to 40 to 125 year in prison on three sexual assault 

charges. 

124. The acts, conduct, and omissions of Defendants, and their policies, 

customs, and practices with respect to investigating sexual assault allegations severely 

compromised the safety and health of plaintiff and an unknown number of individuals, 

and have results in the sexual assault, battery, molestation, and harassment of plaintiff 

by Nassar which has been devastating for Plaintiff and her family. 
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125. A special, confidential and fiduciary relationship was created between 

plaintiff  and Defendant USAG when plaintiff sought medical treatment from Nassar in 

course and scope of his employment agency and./or representation of defendant 

USAG resulting in Defendant USAG owing plaintiff a duty to disclose known acts of 

sexual assault, battery, molestation and harassment against plaintiff. 

126. A special, confidential and fiduciary relationship was created and existed 

between Nassar and Defendant USAG, resulting in Defendant USAG owing plaintiff a 

duty to disclose known acts of sexual assault, battery, molestation, and harassment of 

plaintiff. 

 127. This action arises from defendant’s blatant disregard for plaintiff’s federal 

and state rights and defendant’s deliberately indifferent and unreasonable response to 

physician-on-athlete sexual assault, battery, molestation and harassment. 

128. Plaintiff wase made aware of Nassar's widespread sexual abuse through 

related media coverage. 

129. All of Plaintiffs' claims are timely brought under Michigan Public Act 183 of 

2018 or othenruise. 

V.  SPECIFIC FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

 130. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 131. Plaintiff Jane Doe 02, is a competitive gymnast and a member of USA 

Gymnastics. 

 132. Plaintiff, Jane Doe 02, was treated by Nassar at his office at MSU Sports 

Medicine Clinic and various gymnastic meets from 2009 through 2016. 

 133. In 2009, Plaintiff was 12 years old. 
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 134. Plaintiff Jane Doe 02 presented to Nassar with complaints of injuries to 

her back as a result of gymnastics. 

 135. In multiple appointments between 2009 and 2016 Nassar sexually 

assaulted, abused, molested and molested plaintiff Jane Doe 02.  

136. Nassar did not explain his conduct disguised as “treatment” as a medical 

procedure to plaintiff Jane Doe 02. 

 137. Nassar did not give prior notice or obtain consent for digital penetration 

from Jane Doe 05. 

 138. Plaintiff Jane Doe 02 did not seek treatment or intend to seek treatment 

with Nassar for OB/GYN issues. 

 139. Plaintiffs believe the conduct by Nassar was sexual assault, abuse and 

molestation and for Nassar’s pleasure and self-gratification. 

VI.  FRAUDULENT CONCEALMENT 
DEFENDANTS USAG AND USOC 

 
140. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

141. Plaintiff sought and received medical treatment from Defendants USAG 

and USOC and was in a special relationship with Defendants USAG  and USOC due to 

its provision of medical treatment to its athletes. 

142. Given the special relationship, Defendants USAG and USOC had a duty 

to disclose and to warn and protect the athletes and patients who sought treatment at its 

sanctioned events with its doctor. 

143. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the fraud claims made below and  

hereby alleges that Defendants USAG and USOC committed fraudulent concealment by 

committing fraud, as described in detail above and below, and concealing the existence 
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of Plaintiff’s claims and that Plaintiff had a cause of action against Nassar and/or 

Defendants USAG and USOC at the time his sexual assaults occurred by Nassar making 

a material representation(s) to Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by: 

a. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct were 
a "new procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 
 

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as 
"treatment," as a pelvic adjustment; 

 
c. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 

"checking your sternum"; 
 

d. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 
doing a "breast exam"; 

 
e. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 

“treatment" and that it was the same that he performed on Olympic 
athletes; 

 
f. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 

"attempting to manipulate their ribs"; and 
 

g. making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff and another medical 
professional; that the position of his hand was in an appropriate 
place, when it was not and while he was digitally penetrating 
Plaintiff, all which were made contemporaneously and/or shortly 
after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by 
Defendant Nassar. 

 
144. The material representation(s) to Plaintiff by Nassar were false, in that he 

was actually performing the “treatment[s]” for his own sexual gratification and pleasure 

evidenced by his observed arousal, flushed face, and closing of the eyes during the 

conduct. 

145. When Nassar made the material representation(s), he knew that they were 

false, in that he knew that the "treatment[s]" were not proper, appropriate, legitimate, 

and/or considered within standard of care by any physician of any specialty and/or sports 

therapist;  
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146.  Upon information and belief, Defendants USAG and USOC had 

knowledge of Nassar's criminal propensityof committing sexual abuse as earlyas 1998. 

This is confirmed by the following evidence: 

 
a. Upon information and belief, in 1998, Defendant USAG received a  

complaintabout Larry Nassar's sexual abuse by a parent of Jane A71 
Doe. The complaint was made directly to US Olympic Gymnastics 
Head Coach, John Geddert, a longtime agent of USAG and USOC. 

 
b. Upon information and belief, the parent of Plaintiff Jane A71 Doe, 

also complained of Nassar's sexual abuse to other USAG coaches 
while Plaintiff Jane A71 Doe was engaged in gymnastics activities at 
the Twistars facility, which is a USAG/USOC registered gymnastics 
club. 

 
c. During Nassar's preliminary examination on May 12, 2017 in the  
 55th District Court 39 in lngham County, Michigan, a young woman   
 testified regarding an instance of sexual assault that occurred at  
 Twistars' facility in Dimondale, Michigan in approximately 2010  
 when she was fifteen years old. She testified that, "Mostly all I 
 remember is [Nassar] doing the treatment on me with his fingers in  
 my vagina, massaging my back with a towel over my butt, and John  
 [Geddert] walking in and making a joke that l guess my back really  
 did hurt, and then I was uncomfortable because John [Geddert]  
 was in there duringthat." 

 
d. Altogether, between 1999 and 2016, at least thirty-two (32) USAG 

gymnasts were sexually abused by Larry Nasser while participating 
in USAG/USOC-sanctioned events, at USAG's and USOC'S famed 
Karolyi Ranch, and at the USAG/USOC gymnastics club, Twistars. 
Upon information and belief, the living quarters and scheduling 
routines of these gymnasts were such that it was nearly impossible 
for USAG coaches, USAG trainers, and USAG/USOC agents to not 
know what Larry Nasser was doing. 

 
147. Nassar made the material representation(s) with the intent that the material 

representation(s) should be acted upon by Plaintiff, in that Plaintiff: 

a. should believe that the “treatment[s]” were in fact "treatments"; 
 

b. should believe that the “treatment[s]” were proper, appropriate, and 
legitimate; 
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c. should not believe that she had been sexually assaulted so that he 

could prevent discovery of his sexual assaults; 
 

d. should continue the "treatment[s] so that he could continue to 
sexually assault her"; 

 
e. should not question and/or report the conduct to appropriate 

authorities; and 
 

f. should reasonably believe that she had and was not aware of a 
possible cause of action that she had against Nassar and/or 
Defendant USAG. 

 
148. Plaintiff acted in reliance upon Nassar's material representation(s), in that  

Plaintiff: 

a. reasonably believed that the “treatment[s]” were in fact "treatment[s]"; 
 
b. reasonably believed that the 'treatments" were proper, appropriate, 

and legitimate; 
 
c. reasonably did not believe that she had been sexually assaulted; 
 
d. believed that she should continue the "treatment[s]"; 
 
e. reasonably did not believe that she should question and/or report the 

conduct to appropriate authorities; and  
 

f. reasonably did not believe that she had and was not aware of a 
possible cause of action that she had against Nassar and/or 
Defendant USAG. 

 
149. Plaintiff thereby suffered injury, in that Plaintiff: 
 

a. could not stop the sexual assault; 
 

b. continued to undergo the "treatment[s]" and sexual assaults; and 
 

c. suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 
infections, related physical manifestations thereof, sleep 
deprivation, physical illness, vomiting, severe emotional distress, 
shock, humiliation, fright, grief, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 
disgrace, loss of familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life and 
will continue to suffer pain of mind and body, was prevented and will 
continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities 
and obtaining the full enjoyment of life 
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150.  Nassar concealed the fraud by making a fraudulent material 

representation(s) to Plaintiff that was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry 

and escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that he 

made a material representation(s) to Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by: 

a. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct were 
a "new procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 
 

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as 
"treatment," as a pelvic adjustment; 

 
c. making the statement, explaining that his acts and/or conduct was 

“treatment" and that it was the same that he performed on Olympic 
athletes; and 

 
d. making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff and another medical 

professional; that the position of his hand was in an appropriate 
place, when it was not and while he was digitally penetrating 
Plaintiff, all which were made contemporaneously and/or shortly 
after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by 
Defendant Nassar. 

 
151. Nassar concealed the fraud by an affirmative act(s) that was/were 

designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent 

subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that he: 

a. positioned himself in a manner in which parents or chaperones in 
the room could not see his conduct, so that he could conceal and 
prevent discovery of his conduct; 
 

b. dismissed a medical professional from the room, during an 
examination of Plaintiff while he was digitally penetrating Plaintiff, 
who questioned the placement of his hands; 

 
c. prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, 

guardians, and/or caregivers from being in the room during 
examinations and treatments of Plaintiff so that he could sexually 
assault Plaintiff; 

 
d. did not abide by or follow the standard and care which requires 

another medical professional, chaperone, parent, guardian, and/or 
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caregiver be in the room during the examination and treatment of 
minors and female patients; 

 
e. did not abide by or follow Defendant USAG's Code of Ethics,  

Participant Welfare Policy, Safety/Risk Management Certification, 
principles in Gymnastics Risk Management Safety Course 
Handbook, and Prohibited Conduct policy, which he was a part of 
creating by not examining patients in the presence of a parent, 
chaperone, guardian, and/or caregiver; and 

 
f. gave patients, at appointments, gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, 

leotards, and other items, some with USAG logos and others without, 
in order to gain their trust. 

 
152. The actions and inactions of Nassar, as described in the preceding 

paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment. 

153. At all times pertinent to this action, Nassar was an agent, apparent agent, 

servant, and employee of Defendant USAG and operated within the scope of his 

employment and his Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to Defendant USAG. 

154. At all times material hereto, Plaintiff was entirely free of any negligence 

contributing to the injuries and damages hereinafter alleged. 

VII. MASHA’S LAW 
18 U.S.C. § 2255 

DEFENDANTS  USAG AND USOC 
 

155. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

156. Defendants USAG, USOC, and Nassar formed a venture (hereinafter "the 

Venture") by virtue of their agency, commercial, financial, reputational, or oversight 

relationships with each other in the area of competitive gymnastics. 

157. Through the Venture, Defendants USAG, USOC, and Nassar engaged in 

sextrafficking of children byfraud in violation of 18 U.S.C. S 1591. 
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158.  Masha's Law, 18 U.S.C. S 2255, provides an individual private cause of 

action for any person who suffers personal injuries while a minor as a result of a 

violation of 18 U.S.C. S 1591. 

159. Plaintiff was among the intended target of the Venture because she was 

and amateur and elite gymnasts seeking to compete at the highest levels of the sport, 

including but not limited to the national, global, and Olympic levels. 

160.  Due to Plaintiff’s participation and involvement with competitive 

gymnastics, the Venture knowingly benefited financially and reputationally through its 

association with Nassar. 

161.  The Defendants benefited financially and reputationally and also received 

prestige, fame, and global recognition, including winning numerous Olympic medals at 

several Olympic games through their participation in the Venture. 18 U.S.C. § 

1591(a)(2). 

162. The purpose of the Venture in part was to create a system by which 

Nassar was enabled to engage in commercial sex acts with Plaintiff and other young 

gymnasts through a fraudulent representation that he was engaged in legitimate 

medical treatment. 

163. The Defendants received these benefits with knowledge or in reckless 

disregard of the fact that Nassar was engaging in commercial sex acts with Plaintiff 

through use of fraud by intentionally and falsely misrepresenting to Plaintiff that his 

actions constituted legitimate and necessary medical treatments, when in fact Nassar's 

actions constituted sexual abuse for Nassar's own personal gratification. 

164. Nassar's representations to Plaintiff were false when made, he knew they 

were false, and he made them with the intention that Plaintiff would rely on his false 
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statements to her detriment, and, as a result, Plaintiff did in fact rely upon and suffer 

personal injuries in the form of sexual abuse. 

165. Nassar knowingly obtained a financial benefit in the forms of national and 

global exposure, fame, and an increase in the number of patients treated, which in turn 

led to a higher salary, from participation in the Venture. 

166. The Venture engaged in fraud by either knowingly or with reckless 

disregard of the truth, affirmatively representing to Plaintiff, other gymnasts, and the 

public at large that Nassar was a competent and ethical physician. 

167. The Venture's fraudulent representations were used to cause Plaintiff and 

others to engage in commercial sex acts. 

168. The commercial sex acts involved Nassar's digital vaginal and anal 

penetration and touching of breasts, groins, buttocks and inner thighs of gymnasts in 

exchange for the gymnasts receiving some amount of medical treatment, as well as 

support through the Venture including but not limited to financial support, expenses 

being paid, and the prestige associated with being a part of those Venture organizations. 

169. Nassar received value from the commercial sex acts in the form of sexual 

gratification. 

170. The commercial sex acts also conferred value to the Venture as described 

above. 

171. Through the Venture, Nassar was able to engage in commercial sex acts 

with gymnasts throughout the United States and around the world, including at every 

Olympic game from approximately 1996 to 2012. 

172. As a result, the Venture's activities affected interstate and foreign 

commerce. 
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173. As a direct and proximate cause of Defendants USAG, USOC, and 

Nassar's actions in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1591, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to 

suffer parn and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, 

fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress disorder resulting 

in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries.  Plaintiff was prevented and 

will continue to be prevented from performing her daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and has sustained and continues to sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity. Plaintiff seeks to recover actual damages sustained or liquidated 

damages in the amount of $150,000, punitive damages, and the costs of bringing this 

action, including reasonable attorney's fees and other litigation costs reasonably 

incurred. 18 U.S.C. $ 2255(a). 

 

VIII. GROSS NEGLIGENCE 
DEFENDANT USAG AND USOC 

 
174. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

175. Defendants USAG and USOC owed Plaintiff a duty to use due care to 

ensure her safety and freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while 

interacting with its employees, representatives, and/or agents.  

176. Plaintiff is or was a member of USAG, participated in USAG/USOC 

sanctioned events, and was knowledgeable of and referred to Nassar through USAG 

and USOC affiliations. 

Case 1:18-cv-01121   ECF No. 1 filed 09/27/18   PageID.32   Page 32 of 47Case 19-50012    Doc 134-4    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 211 of 365



33 
 

177. Nassar owed Plaintiff a duty to use due care in his capacity as an 

employee, representative, and/or agent of Defendants USAG and USOC. 

178. By seeking medical treatment from Nassar in his capacity as an 

employee, agent, and/or representative of Defendants USAG and USOC, a special, 

confidential, and fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff  and Nassar was created, 

resulting in Nassar owing Plaintiff a duty to use due care. 

179. Defendants USAG's and Jusco’s failure to adequately supervise Nassar 

was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury 

would result to Plaintiff. 

180. Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting Plaintiff 

under the guise of rendering medical "treatment" as an employee, representative, and/or 

agent of Defendants USAG and USOC were so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial 

lack of concern for whether an injury would result to Plaintiff. 

181. Defendants USAG's and USOC’s conduct demonstrated a willful disregard 

for necessary precautions to reasonably protect Plaintiff’s safety. 

182. Defendants USAG's and USOC’s conduct as described above, 

demonstrated a willful disregard for substantial risks to Plaintiff. 

183. Defendants USAG and USOC breached duties owed to Plaintiff and was 

grossly negligent by its actions described above, including but not limited to their failure to 

notify MSU about the reasons for Nassar's separation from USAG  and USOC and more 

broadly the issues surrounding sexual abuse in gymnastics and warning signs and 

reporting requirements. Said acts were committed with reckless disregard for Plaintiff’s 

health, safety, Constitutional and/or statutory rights, and with a substantial lack of concern 

as to whether an injury would result. 
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184. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants USAG's and USOC’s  

actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, 

bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

IX. NEGLIGENCE 
DEFENDANT USAG  AND USOC 

 
 185. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 186. Defendants USAG  and USOC owed Plaintiff a duty of ordinary care to 

ensure her safety and freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while being 

treated by their employees, representatives, and agents. 

 187. Plaintiff, as a member of the USAG, had a reasonable expectation that the 

USAG and USOC were recommending competent and ethical physicians and trainers for 

medical treatment who would carry out said treatment without sexual assault, abuse, and 

molestation. 

 188. By seeking medical treatment from Nassar in his capacity as an employee, 

agent, and/or representative of Defendants USAG and USOC, a special, confidential, and 

fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff and Nassar was created, resulting in Nassar owing 

Plaintiff a duty to use ordinary care. 

 189. Nassar owed Plaintiff a duty of ordinary care in carrying out medical 

treatment. 
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 190. Defendants USAG's and USOC’s failure to adequately train and supervise 

Nassar breached the duty of ordinary care. 

 191. Defendants USAG's and USOC’s failure to properly investigate, address, 

and remedy complaints regarding Nassar's conduct was a breach of ordinary care. 

 192. Defendants USAG's and USOC’s failure to inform Plaintiff and the public of 

the allegations and concerns leading to Nassar's separation from USAG and USOC was a 

breach of ordinary care. 

 193. Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting Plaintiff 

was a breach of the duty to use ordinary care. 

 194. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant’s conduct, actions and/or 

inactions, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

X. VICARIOUS LIABILITY 
DEFENDANTS USAG AND USOC 

 
 195. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 196. Vicarious liability is indirect responsibility imposed by operation of law 

where an employer is bound to keep its employees within their proper bounds and is 

responsible if it fails to do so. 

197. Vicarious liability essentially creates agency between the principal and its 

agent, so that the principal is held to have done what the agent has done. 
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198. Defendant USAG's website contains sites portraying Nassar as the 

recipient of distinguished awards and boasts him as having been "instrumental" to the 

success of USA gymnastics. 

199. Defendant USAG and USOC employed and/or held Nassar out to be their 

agent and/or representative from approximately 1986 to 2015. 

200. Defendants USAG and USOC are vicariously liable for the actions of Nassar 

as described above that were performed during the course of his employment, 

representation, or agency with Defendants USAG and USOC and while he had unfettered 

access to young female athletes. 

201. As a direct and/or proximate cause of Nassar's negligence carried out in 

the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation with Defendant USAG and 

USOC Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life 

XI. EXPRESS/IMPLIED AGENCY 
DEFENDANTS USAG AND USOC 

 
 202. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 203. An agent is a person who is authorized by another to act on its behalf. 

 204. Defendants USAG and USOC intentionally or negligently made 

representations that Nassar was their employee, agent, and/or representative. 
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 205. On the basis of those representations, Plaintiff reasonably believed 

Nassar was acting as an employee, agent, and/or representation of Defendant USAG. 

 206. Plaintiff was injured as a result of Nassar's sexual assault, abuse, and 

molestation as described above carried out through his employment, agency, and/or 

representation with Defendants USAG and USOC. 

 207. Plaintiff was injured because she relied on Defendants USAG and USOC 

to provide employees or agents who would exercise reasonable skill and care. 

 208. As a direct and/or proximate cause of Nassar's negligence carried out in 

the course of his employment, agency, and/or representation with Defendants USAG 

and USOC Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

XII. NEGLIGENT SUPERVISION 
DEFENDANTS USAG AND USOC 

 
 209. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 210. Defendants USAG and USOC had a duty to provide reasonable 

supervision of its employee, agent, and/or representative, Nassar, while he was in the 

course of his employment, agency and/or representation of Defendants USAG and 

USOC and while he interacted with young female athletes including Plaintiff. 
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211. It was reasonably foreseeable given the known sexual abuse in youth 

sports and gymnastics in particular that Nassar, who had prior allegations against him 

had or would sexually abuse children, including Plaintiff, unless properly supervised. 

212. Defendants USAG and USOC by and through its employees, agents, 

managers, and/or assigns such as Mr. Penny or Mr. Colarossi, knew or reasonably 

should have known of Nassar's conduct and/or that Nassar was an unfit employee, 

agent, and/or representative because of his sexual interest in children and young adults. 

213. Defendants USAG and USOC breached their duty to provide reasonable 

supervision of Nassar, and its failure permitted Nassar, who was in a position of trust 

and authority, to commit the acts against Plaintiff. 

214. The aforementioned sexual abuse occurred while Nassar was acting in the 

course of his employment, agency and/or representation of Defendants USAG and USOC. 

215. Defendants USAG and USOC tolerated, authorized, and/or permitted a 

custom, policy, practice, or procedure of insufficient supervision and failed to adequately 

screen, counsel, or discipline Nassar, with the result that Nassar was allowed to violate 

the rights of persons such as Plaintiff  with impunity. 

216. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants USAG's and USOC’s 

negligent supervision, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, 

bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and has sustained and will continue to sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity. 
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XIII. NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO WARN OR PROTECT 
DEFENDANTS USAG AND USOC 

 
 217. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 218. Given the direct or indirect knowledge of sexual abuse in youth sports and 

gymnastics in particular, it was reasonably foreseeable that sexual abuse of minors may 

occur if proper procedures were not taken by Defendants USAG and USOC. 

 219. Defendants USAG  and USOC knew or should have known that Nassar 

posed a risk of harm to Plaintiff or those in Plaintiff’s situation. 

 220. Defendants USAG and USOC had direct and/or constructive knowledge as 

to the dangerous conduct of Nassar and failed to act reasonably and responsibly in 

response. 

 221. Defendants USAG and USOC knew or should have known that Nassar 

previously committed sexual assault, abuse, and molestation and/or was continuing to 

engage in such conduct. 

 222. Defendants USAG and USOC had a duty to warn or protect Plaintiff and 

others in Plaintiff’s situation against the risk of injury by Nassar. 

 223. The duty to disclose this information arose by the special, trusting, 

confidential, and fiduciary relationship between Nassar in his capacity as employee, 

agent, and/or representative of Defendants USAG, USOC and Plaintiff. 

 224. Defendants USAG and USOC breached said duty by failing to warn 

Plaintiff and/or by failing to take reasonable steps to protect Plaintiff from Nassar. 

 225. Defendants USAG and USOC breached its duties to protect Plaintiff by 

failing to detect and/or uncover evidence of sexual abuse and sexual assault, 
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investigate Nassar, adjudicate and suspend and/or ban Nassar from USAG affiliation 

and USAG sanctioned events. 

 226. Defendants USAG and USOC failed to adequately screen, counsel and/or 

discipline Nassar for physical and/or mental conditions that might have rendered him 

unfit to discharge the duties and responsibilities of a physician in his capacity as an 

employee, agent, and/or representative of Defendants USAG and USOC, resulting in 

violation of Plaintiff's rights. 

 227. Defendants USAG and USOC willfully refused to notify, give adequate 

warning, and implement appropriate safeguards to protect Plaintiff from Nassar's 

conduct. 

 228. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants USAG's and USOC’s 

negligent failure to warn or protect, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract 

infections, bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss 

of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented 

and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining 

the full enjoyment of life. 

XIV. NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO TRAIN OR EDUCATE 
DEFENDANTS USAG AND USOC 

 
229. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

230. Defendants USAG and USOC breached its duty to take reasonable 

protective measures to protect Plaintiff and other individuals from the risk of sexual 

abuse and/or sexual assault by Nassar, such as by a failure to properly train or educate 

Plaintiffs and other individuals (including minors) about how to avoid such a risk. 
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231. Defendants USAG and USOC failed to implement reasonable safeguards 

to: 

a. Prevent acts of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by Nassar; 
 
b. Avoid placing Nassar in positions where he would have 

unsupervised contact and interaction with Plaintiff and other young 
athletes. 

 
 232. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants USAG's and USOC’s 

negligent failure to train or educate, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract 

infections, bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss 

of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented 

and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining 

the full enjoyment of life. 

XV. NEGLIGENT RETENTION 
DEFENDANTS USAG and USOC 

 
 233. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 234. Defendants USAG and USOC had a duty to exercise due care when 

credentialing, hiring, retaining, screening, checking, regulating, monitoring, and 

supervising employees, agents and/or representatives, but failed to do so. 

 235. Defendants USAG and USOC were negligent in the retention of Nassar as 

an employee, agent, and/or representative, and in its failure to adequately investigate, 

report, and address complaints about Nassar’s conduct of which it knew or should have 

known. 
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 236. Defendants USAG and USOC were negligent in the retention of Nassar 

after it discovered, or reasonably should have discovered, Nassar's conduct reflected a 

propensity for sexual misconduct. 

 237. Defendants USAG's and USOC’s failure to act in accordance with the 

standard of care resulted in Nassar gaining access to and sexually abusing and/or 

sexually assaulting Plaintiff as well as an unknown number of other individuals. 

 238. The aforementioned negligence in the credentialing, hiring, retaining, 

screening, checking, regulating, monitoring, and supervising of Nassar created a 

foreseeable risk of harm to Plaintiff as well as other minors and young adults. 

 239. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants USAG's and USOC’s 

negligent retention, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, 

bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life; was prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

XVI. INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 
DEFENDANTS USAG AND USOC 

 
 240. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 241. Defendants USAG and USOC allowed Nassar to be in a position where he 

could sexually assault, abuse, and molest children and young adults. 

 242. A reasonable person would not expect Defendants USAG and USOC to 

tolerate or permit its employee, agent, or representative to carry out sexual assault, abuse, 

or molestation. 
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 243. Defendants USAG and USOC held Nassar in high esteem and acclaim 

which in turn encouraged Plaintiff and others to respect and trust Nassar and seek out 

his services and to not question his methods or motives. 

 244. Defendants USAG and USOC protected Nassar in part to bolster its national 

and international reputation in the gymnastics community. 

 245. A reasonable person would not expect Defendants USAG and USOC to 

be incapable of supervising Nassar and/or preventing Nassar from committing acts of 

sexual assault, abuse and molestation. 

 246. Defendants USAG's and USOC’s conduct as described above was 

intentional and/or reckless. 

 247. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants USAG's and USOC’s 

conduct, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, was prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

XVII. FRAUD AND MISREPRESENTATION 
DEFENDANTS USAG AND USOC 

 
 248. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

 249. From approximately 1986 to summer 2015, Defendants USAG and USOC 

represented to Plaintiff and the public that Nassar was a competent, ethical, and safe 

physician. 
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 250. By representing that Nassar was a team physician and athletic physician at 

Defendant MSU and a National Team Physician with Defendant USAG and USOC, 

Defendants USAG and USOC represented to Plaintiffs and the public that Nassar was 

safe, trustworthy, of high moral and ethical repute, and that Plaintiff and the public need 

not worry about being harmed by Nassar. 

 251. The representations were false when they were made as Nassar had and 

was continuing to sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiff and an unknown number 

of other individuals. 

 252. Additionally, complaints were made to Defendants USAG and USOC, yet 

Defendants USAG and USOC  did not contact Plaintiff, the MSU Defendants, or any 

other clubs, or organizations affiliated with Nassar to inform them of the allegations and 

potential harm to Plaintiff and others. 

 253. Plaintiff relied on the assertions of Defendants USAG and USOC and 

Plaintiff continued to seek treatment of Nassar in the wake of known concerns and 

dangers. 

 254. Plaintiff was subjected to sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as a 

result of Defendants USAG's and USOC’s fraudulent misrepresentations regarding 

Nassar. 

 255. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants USAG's and USOC 

fraudulent misrepresentations, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract 

infections, bacterial infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss 

of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life; was prevented 
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and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining 

the full enjoyment of life. 

XVIII. DAMAGES – FOR AFOREMENTIONED CAUSE OF ACTION 

256. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained 

in the previous paragraphs. 

257. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants actions and/or inactions 

stated above, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial 

infections, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; was prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff’s daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life. 

258. The conduct, actions and/or inactions of Defendants as alleged in the 

above stated counts and causes of action constitute violations of Plaintiff’s 

constitutional and federal rights as well as the common and/or statutory laws of the State 

of Michigan, and the United States District Court has jurisdiction to hear and adjudicate 

said claims. 

259. In whole or in part, as a result of some or all of the above actions and/or 

inactions of Defendants, Plaintiff has and continues to suffer irreparable harm as a 

result of the violations. 

260. The amount in controversy for Plaintiff exceeds the jurisdictional minimum 

of $75,000.00. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff requests this Court and the finder of fact to enter a 

Judgment in Plaintiff’s favor against all named Defendants on all counts and claims as 
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indicated above in an amount consistent with the proofs of trial, and seek against 

Defendants all appropriate damages arising out of law, equity, and fact for each or all of 

the above counts where applicable and hereby request that the trier of fact, be it judge or 

jury, award Plaintiff’s all applicable damages, including but not limited to compensatory, 

special, exemplary and/or punitive damages, in whatever amount Plaintiffs are entitled, 

and all other relief arising out of law, equity, and fact, also including but not limited to: 

a. Compensatory damages in an amount to be determined as fair and 
just under the circumstances, by the trier of fact including, but not 
limited to medical expenses, loss of earnings, mental anguish, 
anxiety, humiliation, and embarrassment, violation of Plaintiffs' 
Constitutional, Federal, and State rights, loss of social pleasure and 
enjoyment, and other damages to be proved; 
 

b. Punitive and/or exemplary damages in an amount to be determined 
as reasonable or just the trier of fact; 

 
c. Reasonable attorney fees, interest, and costs; and 

 
d. Other declaratory, equitable, and/or injunctive relief, including, but 

not limited to implementation of institutional reform and measures of 
accountability to ensure the safety and protection of young athletes 
and other individuals, as appears to be reasonable and just. 

 
 
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
        /s/ Louis G. Corey    
      LOUIS G. COREY (P34377) 
      THE COREY LAW FIRM 
      Attorney for Plaintiff 
      401 N. Main Street 
      Royal Oak,  MI  48067 
      (248) 548-9700 
 
 
 
     
Dated: September 10, 2018 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN – SOUTHERN DIVISION 
 
JANE DOE 02 
 
  Plaintiffs  
vs.        Case No.  
        Hon. 
USA GYMNASTICS, INC. and 
UNITED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
 
  Defendant 
_____________________________________________________________________  
 
LOUIS G. COREY (P34377) 
THE COREY LAW FIRM 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
401 N. Main Street 
Royal Oak,  MI  48067 
(248) 548-9700 
_____________________________________________________________________   
 

JURY DEMAND 
 

Plaintiff, Jane Doe 02, by her attorneys, COREY LAW FIRM, requests a trial by 

jury. 

       
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
        /s/ Louis G. Corey   
      LOUIS G. COREY (P34377) 
      THE COREY LAW FIRM 
      Attorney for Plaintiff 
      401 N. Main Street 
      Royal Oak,  MI  48067 
      (248) 548-9700 
Dated: September 10, 2018 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN - SOUTHERN DIVISION 

JANE BR 1 DOE AS NEXT FRIEND OF 
JANE BR 2 DOE, 

Plaintiff; 

v. 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY; THE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF MICHIGAN 
STATE UNIVERSITY; LAWRENCE 
GERARD NASSAR (individually); WILLIAM 
D. STRAMPEL (individually); JEFFREY R. 
KOVAN (individually); DOUGLAS DIETZEL 
(individually); GARY STOLLAK (individually); 
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COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

NOW COMES the Plaintiff, by and through her attorney, Jami W. Jones, of Jami Jones 

PLLC and for her Complaint, states onto this Honorable Court the following: 

PRELIMIARY STATEMENT AND INTRODUCTION 

1. This is a civil action for declaratory, injunctive, equitable, and monetary relief for injuries 

sustained by Plaintiff as a result of the acts, conduct, and omissions of Lawrence G. Nassar 

("Nassar"), Michigan State University ("MSU"), Board of Trustee of Michigan State 

University ("MSU Trustees"), William D. Strampel ("Strampel"), Jeffrey R. Kovan 

("Kovan", Douglas Dietzel ("Dietzel"), Gary Stollak ("Stollak"), Kathie Klages ("Klages"), 

Destiny Teachnor-Hauk ("Teachnor-Hauk"), and USA Gymnastics ("USAG"), and their 

respective employees, representatives, and agents, relating to sexual assault, abuse, 

molestation, and nonconsensual sexual touching and harassment by Defendant Nassar 

against Plaintiff. 

2. That Plaintiff was a patient of Defendant Dr. Nassar, D.O. who received treatment for 

chronic pain and injuries. 

3. Defendant Nassar came highly recommended to Plaintiff as a renowned Orthopedic Sports 

Medicine physician, represented as a leader in the sports medicine community. 

4. Specifically he was well known in the gymnastics community as the Team Physician for the 

USA Gymnastics team. 

5. Plaintiff and her parent had no reason to suspect Defendant Nassar was anything other than 

a competent and ethical physician. 

6. From approximately 1995 to 2016 Defendant Nassar was affiliated with and worked for 

Michigan State University in various positions and capacities. 

1 

Case 1:18-cv-01169   ECF No. 1 filed 10/15/18   PageID.4   Page 4 of 138Case 19-50012    Doc 134-4    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 231 of 365



7. From 1986 to approximately 2015 Defendant Nassar also worked for USA Gymnastics in 

various positions and capacities. 

8. For over 20 years, Defendant Nassar had unfettered access to young female athletes through 

the Sports Medicine Clinic at MSU, and through his involvement with USAG, Great Lakes 

Gymnastics and Twistars, who referred athletes to his care. 

9. From approximately 1994 to 1999, under the guise of treatment, Defendant Nassar sexually 

assaulted, abused, and molested dozens of Plaintiffs, most of whom were minors, by 

nonconsensual vaginal and anal digital penetration without the use of gloves or lubricant. In 

some situations, he also touched and groped their breasts. 

10. The Plaintiffs who were sexually assaulted, abused, and molested form 1994 to 1999 were 

seeking treatment for athletic injuries to their lower backs, shins, hamstrings, hip, tailbone, 

elbow, groin, foot, and knees. 

11. While most of the assaults were carried out at MSU, others were carried out at USAG 

sponsored events and at Great Lakes Gymnastics and Twistars. 

12. The ages of the Plaintiffs assaulted during 1994 to 1999 ranged from approximately 6 to 22 

years old. 

13. In or around 1995, Jessica Brutlag, sought treatment at MSU Sports Medicine Clinic and was 

sexually assaulted by the physician while undergoing treatment and reported the incident 

with her mother to the Dean of Osteopathic Medicine in a sit down meeting. 

14. In or around 1997/1998, Larissa Boyce' reported to Defendant Kathie Klages concerns 

regarding Defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatment." 

15. Defendant Klages dissuaded Plaintiff Boyce from completing a formal report and warned 

1 Plaintiff Boyce is a Plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-222. 
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Boyce that the report would have serious consequences for both Plaintiff Boyce and 

Defendant Nassar. 

16. Around the same time, Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe2 was questioned by Defendant Klages 

regarding Nassar's "treatment" and Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe affirmatively confirmed she had 

also been sexually assaulted and abused. 

17. Klages told Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe there was no reason to bring up or otherwise report 

Defendant Nassar's conduct. 

18. In 1999, Christie Achenbach, a MSU student athlete, reported to trainers and her coach Kelli 

Bert who were employees of MSU concerns about Defendant Nassar's conduct and 

"treatment," yet MSU failed to take any action in response to her complaints. 

19. In 2000, Plaintiff Tiffany Thomas Lopez (formerly Jane T.T. Doe), another MSU student 

athlete reported to trainers concerns about Defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatment," yet 

again MSU failed to take any action in response to her complaints. 

20. If someone else was in the room, Defendant Nassar would position himself in a manner in 

which the minor's parent in the room could not see his conduct. 

21. Defendant Nassar would often place a towel across the victims hips and manipulate his 

hands underneath. 

22. Because MSU took no action to investigate or take corrective action or preventive measures 

due to the 1995, 1997/1998, 1999, or 2000 complaints and took no corrective action, from 

2000 to 2016, the named Plaintiff, was sexually assaulted, abused, and molested by 

Defendant Nassar by nonconsensual touching of the vaginal and anal area and digital 

penetration, without the use of gloves or lubricant. 

2 Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe is a Plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-222. 
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23. That despite the reported sexual assault during a medical examination conduct that occurred 

during a hip examination in 1995, MSU did not put procedures in place to prevent future 

similar acts or otherwise take precautionary measures. 

24. That the Dean of MSU, as early as 1995, was discouraging reporting such acts by their 

Doctors of Osteopathic Medicine to authorities and upon information and belief, did not 

take appropriate action to prevent future acts. 

25. That the 1995 Complaint was not taken seriously, no action was taken by MSU and 

hundreds of girls were assaulted thereafter by Doctors working for MSU, including Dr. 

Nassar, and Defendant Strampel. 

26. Additional complaints regarding Defendant Nassar's conduct surfaced in 2014. Plaintiff Jane 

D1 Doe of Member Case 1:17-cv-254 reported she had an appointment with Defendant 

Nassar to address hip pain and was sexually abused and molested by Defendant Nassar 

when he cupped her buttocks, massaged her breast and vaginal area, and became sexually 

aroused.' 

27. Upon information and belief, Defendant MSU investigated the 2014 complaints through 

their Office of Institutional Equity, and although Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe reported to 

Defendant MSU certain facts, some were omitted from the investigative report including but 

not limited to the following: 

a. Defendant Nassar was sexually aroused while touching her; 

b. The appointment with Defendant Nassar did not end until she physically removed 

3 See, At MSU: Assault, harassment and secrecy. Matt Mencarini, December 15, 2016. Available at, 
http: iwww. la nsings tatejournal.com/ story /news /local/2016 /12 /15 imichigan-s tate-sexual-assault-
harassment-larry-nassar/94993582/. Last accessed January 5, 2017; See, Who knew what and when 
about Larry Nassar at Michigan State University, February 7, 2018. Available at, 
http://www.mlive.cona/newsiindex.ssf/2018/02/who knew what when about larry.html#incart 
m-rpt-2. Last accessed February 8, 2018. 
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his hands from her body. 

28. Three months after initiating the investigation, in July 2014, the victim's complaints were 

dismissed and Defendant MSU issued a report to Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe with conclusions 

which stated: 

a. Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe did not understand the "nuanced difference" between sexual 

assault and an appropriate medical procedure; and, 

b. Defendant Nassar's conduct was "medically appropriate" and "Not of a sexual 

nature."' 

29. Unbeknownst to Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe, a second report was issued by Defendant MSU 

regarding Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe's complaints with an entirely different conclusion section 

which stated: 

We cannot find that the conduct was of a sexual nature. Thus, it did not violate the 
Sexual Harassment Policy. However, we find the claim helpful in that it brought to 
light some significant problems that the practice will want to address. 

We find that whether medically sound or not, the failure to adequately explain 
procedures such as these invasive, sensitive procedures, is opening the practice up to 
liability and is exposing patients to unnecessary trauma based on the possibility of 
perceived inappropriate sexual misconduct. In addition, we find that the failure to 
obtain consent from patients prior to the procedure is likewise exposing the practice 
to liability. If procedures can be performed skin-on-skin or over clothes in the breast 
or pelvic area, it would seem patients have a choice between the two. Having a 
resident, nurse or someone in the room during sensitive procedures protects doctors 
and provides patients with peace of mind. If "touching is what DO's do" and that is 
not commonly known, perhaps the practice will want to consider a disclaimer or 
information sheet with that information provided to the patient up front. 

Finally, we believe that practice should consider whether its procedures for intake of 
complaints about physicians' behavior is adequate. [Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe] claims she 
tried to file a complaint with the front desk receptionist, telling her that she was 
cancelling her appointment because she felt "violated." Whether this triggers a 

4 Id. 
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reporting protocol should be examined by the practice.' 

30. Following the investigation, upon information and belief Defendant Nassar became subject 

to new institutional guidelines as follow: 

a. "We will have another person, (resident, nurse, etc.) in the room whenever we are 

approaching a patient to preform [sic] procedures of anything close to a sensitive 

area." 

b. "The procedure which caused [Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe] emotional distress because of 

her interpretation will be modified in the future to be sure there is little to no skin to 

skin contact when in these regions. Should this be absolutely necessary, the 

procedure will be explained in detail with another person in the room for both the 

explanation and the procedure." 

c. "New people in our practice will be oriented to be sure they understand these 

requirements."' 

31. The guidelines were issued by Defendant Strampel to Defendant Nassar on or around July 

30, 2014. 

32. After issuing these guidelines to Defendant Nassar, Defendant Strampel failed to ensure 

Defendant Nassar was adhering to the guidelines listed above. 

33. In an interview with Defendant Strampel on or around March 14, 2017, Defendant Strampel 

told investigators he did not see the need to follow up with Nassar to ensure that he was 

5 See, MSU hid full conclusions of 2014 Nassar report from victim, Matt Mencarini, Lansing State 
Journal, Jan. 26, 2018, available at, 
https:/ /www.lansings tatejournal. com/ s tory/news /local/2018 /01 /26/michigan-s tate-larry-nas s ar-
title-ix/1069493001/. Last accessed, February 13, 2018. 
6 See, The secret Nassar report MSU didn't want his abuse victim to see, Kate Wells, Michigan Radio, 
January 26, 2018, available at http://michiganradio.org/post/secret-nassar-report-tnsu-didn-t-want-
his-abuse-victim-see, Last accessed February 17, 2018. 
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complying with the guidelines.' 

34. New employees at Defendant MSU's MSU Sports Medicine Clinic were not oriented 

regarding the guidelines listed above.' 

35. Consequently, Defendant Nassar continued to treat patients alone. 

36. Defendant Nassar continued to perform the "procedure" without gloves. 

37. Defendant Nassar did not modify the "procedure" to limit skin-to-skin contact. 

38. Following the investigation, between approximately 2014 and 2016, again, dozens of 

Plaintiffs were sexually assaulted by Defendant Nassar.9

39. That Stampel himself has recently been charged, and bound over from a preliminary hearing, 

and is being criminally tried on sexual propositions and groping woman while acting as the 

Dean of Osteopathic Medicine at MSU. 

40. That the procedures and precautionary measures put in place in 2014, should have been put 

in place and followed after the 1995 incident. 

41. Through his position with MSU, his notoriety, and support by USAG and Twistars, 

Defendant Nassar used his position of authority as a medical professional to abuse the 

7 See, MSU let Larry Nassar see patients for 16 months during criminal sex assault investigation, Matt 
Mencarini, Lansing State Journal, December 20, 2017, available at 
https: / /www.lansingstatejournal.com/ story/news /local/2017 / 12/ 19 /michigan-s tate-larry-
nassar /964034001 /, Last accessed February 17, 2018. See also, Nassar continued to work during 
MSU police investigation, victims say assaults continued, Kate Wells, December 20, 2017, available 
at http: //michiganradio.org/post/nassar-continued-work-during-msu-police-investigation-victims-
say-assaults-continued, Last accessed February 17, 2018. 

See e.g., Witness: MSU knew Nassar asked her to leave girl's exam, Kim Kozlowski, December 21, 
2017, available at http:/ /www.detroitnews. com/ story /news /michigan/ 2017 / 12 /21 /msu-nas s ar-
scandal-witness-claims-retribution/108800992/, Last accessed February 13, 2018. 
9 See, As F.B.I. Took a Year to Pursue the Nassar Case, Dozens Say They Were Molested, Dan 
Berry, Serge F. Kovaleski, and Juliet Macur, February 3, 2018, available at 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/03/sports/nassar-fbi.html, Last accessed February 17, 2018 
(reporting at least 40 victims were assaulted, abused, and molested between approximately July 2015 
and September 2016). 
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named Plaintiff and many others, without any reasonable supervision by MSU or USAG 

42. Defendant Nassar carried out these acts without fully explaining the "treatment" or 

obtaining consent of Plaintiff or her parents. 

43. All of Defendant Nassar's acts were conducted under the guise of providing medical care at 

his office at Michigan State University, at Twistars, at Great Lakes, or at USAG sanctioned 

events. 

44. The failure to give proper notice or to obtain consent for the purported "treatment" from 

Plaintiff or her parents robbed them of the opportunity to reject the "treatment." 

45. That MSU and USA Gymnastics, Inc. contributed to Nassar using his position of trust and 

confidence in an abusive manner causing Plaintiff to suffer a variety of psychological injuries 

including shock, humiliation, anger, distrust, emotional distress and related physical 

manifestations thereof, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, and loss of enjoyment 

of life. 

46. That Plaintiff has been forced to repeatedly relive the trauma of her sexual assaults and face 

the shock and anger as she becomes fully aware of what occurred to her, and what was 

allowed to occur and continue to occur by MSU and USAG to hundreds of young girls. 

47. In summer 2015, USAG relieved Defendant Nassar of his duties after becoming aware of 

concerns about his actions, yet USAG failed to inform Michigan State University of the 

circumstances regarding his dismissal. 

48. As early as 1992, representatives of Michigan State University were made aware of patient 

sexual assaults within the department of Osteopathic Medicine and specifically, Defendant 

Nassar's conduct, yet failed to appropriately respond to allegations, resulting in the sexual 

assault, abuse, and molestation of hundreds of Plaintiffs including these plaintiffs. 

49. Michigan State University's deliberate indifference before, during, and after the sexual 

8 
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assault, abuse, and molestation of Plaintiff was in violation of Title IX of the Education 

Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq., 42 U.S. C. § 1983, as well as other Federal and 

State laws. 

50. The MSU Defendants', as well as USAG, and the USOC's, failure to properly supervise 

Defendant Nassar and their negligence in retaining Defendant Nassar was in breach of their 

fiduciary duties to Plaintiff with whom they had a special relationship and in violation of 

Michigan common law. 

51. In late November 2016, Defendant Nassar was arrested and charged in Ingham County, 

Michigan on three charges of first-degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13, 

which is a felony punishable with a maximum penalty of imprisonment for life without the 

possibility of parole.1°

52. In mid-December 2016, Defendant Nassar was indicted, arrested, and charged in Federal 

Court in Grand Rapids, Michigan on charges of possession of child pornography and 

receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography. 

53. On February 7, 2017, an additional count was added to Defendant Nassar's Federal charges 

for destruction and concealment of records and tangible objects as Defendant Nassar 

"caused a third party vendor to permanently delete and destroy all images, records, 

documents, and drives contained on the hard drive of a laptop computer, and [Defendant 

Nassar] threw in the trash a number of external hard drives" while under investigation for 

"his possession of child pornography, his receipt and attempted receipt of child 

pornography, and his sexual exploitation and attempted sexual exploitation of children." 

54. On February 22, 2017, Defendant Nassar was arraigned on 22 counts of first-degree criminal 

1° People v. Nassar, State of Michigan, Ingham County Circuit Court Case No. 17-143-FC. 
" W.D. Mich. 1:16-cr-242, ECF 16, PageID.88. 
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sexual conduct with a person under 13 years old, and 14 counts of third-degree criminal 

sexual conduct with a person under the age of 13 years old in Ingham County, Michigan' 

and Eaton County, Michigan." Plaintiffs Jane C1 Doe, Jane C4 Doe, and Jane C5 Doe are 

among the victims identified in the most recent state criminal charges. 

55. On July 10, 2017, Defendant Nassar plead guilty to the federal charges of possession of child 

pornography, receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography, and destruction and 

concealment of records and tangible objects.' 

56. On November 22, 2017, Defendant Nassar plead guilty to 7 counts of first-degree criminal 

sexual conduct in Ingham County, Michigan. 

57. During his Ingham County, Michigan plea, Nassar admitted that his sexual assaults were not 

done for a medical purpose. 

58. On November 29, 2017, Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty to 3 counts of first degree criminal 

sexual conduct in Eaton County, Michigan. 

59. On December 7, 2017, Defendant Nassar was sentenced to a 720 months (60 years) prison 

term for the federal child pornography charges. 

60. From, January 16, 2018 to January 24, 2018, a sentencing hearing was held in Ingham 

County, Michigan for the 7 counts of first-degree criminal sexual conduct to which 

Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty. 

12People v. Nassar, Ingham County District Court 
http:i /www. michiga n. gov / do cume n tsi ag/N assar affidavit 
52531 7.pdf 
"People v. Nassar, Eaton County District Court 
http: /www.michigan.govidocuments tag/Nassar affidavit 
2536 7.pdf 
14 1:16-cr-00242, Page ID.114, 119. 

Case No. 17-00425-FY, see also, 
Ingham County charges Feb. 2017 5 

Case No. 17-0318-FY, see also, 
Eaton County charges Feb. 2017 55 
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61. Dozens of Plaintiffs and many others provided victim impact statements at the Ingham 

County Sentencing and some of the Plaintiffs who were seeking to proceed anonymously in 

this litigation chose to publicly identify themselves at the sentencing hearing. 

62. On January 24, 2018, Defendant Nassar was sentenced to a 40 to 175 year prison term for 

the Ingham County charges. 

63. From January 31, 2018 to February 5, 2018, a sentencing hearing was held in Eaton County 

Michigan for the 3 counts of first degree criminal sexual conduct to which Defendant Nassar 

pleaded guilty. 

64. Dozens of Plaintiffs and many others provided victim impact statements at the Eaton 

County Sentencing and some of the Plaintiffs who were seeking to proceed anonymously in 

this litigation chose to publicly identify themselves at the sentencing hearing. 

65. On February 5, 2018, Defendant Nassar was sentenced to a 40 to 125 year prison term for 

the Eaton County charges. 

66. On July 18, 2018, the minor Plaintiff named in this Complaint was watching victims describe 

their experience on ESPN, at the EPSY awards, and became aware that Nassar's treatment 

and touching of her was not legitimate medical treatment. 

67. Ultimately, the acts, conduct, and omissions of the MSU Defendants and USA Gymnastics, 

and their employees, representatives, and agents, and their policies, customs, and practices 

with respect to investigating sexual assault allegations severely compromised the safety and 

health of patients and an unknown number of individuals, and have resulted in repeated 

instances of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation of victims by Defendant Nassar, which 

has been devastating to both Plaintiffs and their families. 

68. This action arises from Defendants' blatant disregard for Plaintiff's federal and state rights, 

and Defendants' deliberately indifferent and unreasonable response to physician-on-

11 
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patient/physician-on-student sexual assault, abuse, and molestation. 

I. JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

69. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

70. This action is brought pursuant to Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, 20 

U.S.C. § 1681, et seq., as more fully set forth herein. 

71. This is also an action to secure relief for violations of rights guaranteed by the Patient 

Protection and Affordable Care Act § 1557, 42 U.S.C. § 18116 (2012) ("Section 1557"). 

72. Section 1557 of the Affordable Care Act prohibits discrimination in health care programs or 

activities, "any part of which is receiving Federal financial assistance, including credits, 

subsidies, or contracts of insurance, or under any program or activity that is administered by 

an Executive Agency" or any entity established under Title I of the Affordable Care Act or 

its amendments. 

73. This Court has original jurisdiction over Plaintiff's claims arising under Section 1557. 

74. This is also an action to redress the deprivation of Plaintiffs constitutional rights under the 

Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1983. 

75. Subject matter jurisdiction is founded upon 28 U.S.C. § 1331 which gives district courts 

jurisdiction over all civil actions arising under the Constitution, laws, and treaties of the 

United States. 

76. Subject matter jurisdiction is also founded upon 28 U.S.C. § 1343 which gives district courts 

original jurisdiction over any civil actions authorized by law to be brought by any person to 

redress the deprivation, under color of any State Law, statute, ordinance, regulation, custom 

or usage, of any right, privilege or immunity secured by the Constitution of the United States 

or by any Act of Congress providing for equal rights of citizens or of all persons within the 

12 
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jurisdiction of the United States, and any civil action to recover damages or to secure 

equitable relief under any Act of Congress providing for the protection of civil rights. 

77. Plaintiff further invokes the supplemental jurisdiction of this Court, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 

1367(a) to hear and decide claims arising under state law that are so related to the claims 

within the original jurisdiction of this Court that they form part of the same case or 

controversy. 

78. The claims are cognizable under the United States Constitution, 42 U.S.C. § 1983, 20 U.S.C. 

§ 1681 et seq., and under Michigan Law. 

79. The events giving rise to this lawsuit occurred in Ingham County, Michigan and Eaton 

County, Michigan both of which sit in the Southern Division of the Western District of 

Michigan. 

80. Venue is proper in the United States District Court for the Western District of Michigan, 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 1391(b)(2), in that this is the judicial district in which the events 

giving rise to the claim occurred. 

81. Because Michigan State University is a public university organized and existing under the 

laws of the State of Michigan, Michigan statutory law requires parties to file a Notice of 

Intention to File Claim in order to maintain any action against the state, in satisfaction of 

M.C.L. 600.6431. 

II. PARTIES AND KEY INDIVIDUALS 

82. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

83. The name of the Plaintiff minor child, and her Next Friend in this suit, have been withheld 

from this Complaint to protect their identity as victim was a minor child, at the time the 

sexual abuse occurred and is a minor child today; disclosure of the next friend's name could 

13 
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disclose the identity of the minor child as well.15

84. Jane BR 1 Doe as Next Friend of Jane BR 2 Doe, the minor plaintiff, both reside in 

Michigan. 

85. The abuse that occurred to Jane BR 2 Doe mostly took place in the Counties of Ingham and 

Eaton in the State of Michigan. 

86. Defendant Lawrence "Larry" Nassar, was a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine, and was a 

resident of Michigan at all relative times. 

87. Upon information and belief, Defendant Nassar is currently an inmate in the custody of the 

Federal Bureau of Prisons. 

88. Upon information and belief, Defendant Nassar is currently housed in the United States 

Penitentiary in Florida. 

89. Defendant Michigan State University was at all relevant times and continues to be a public 

university organized and existing under the laws of the state of Michigan. 

90. Defendant MSU receives federal financial assistance and is therefore subject to Title IX of 

the Educational Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C. § 1681(a). 

91. Defendant MSU Trustees is the governing body for Defendant MSU. 

92. John M Engler is the former Governor of the State of Michigan and is currently serving as 

interim President of Defendant MSU. 

93. Lou Anna K. Simon is the immediate past President of Defendant MSU, appointed in 

approximately January 2005. Prior to her appointment as President, Ms. Simon held several 

administrative roles including assistant provost for general academic administration, 

associate provost, and provost and vice president for academic affairs during her career with 

15 Plaintiff will seek an Order of the Court regarding disclosure of minor Plaintiffs identity and all 
conditions for disclosure. 
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MSU. 

94. M. Peter McPherson is a Past President of Defendant MSU, and served as President from 

approximately 1993 — 2004. 

95. Mark Hollis is the immediate past Athletic Director of Defendant MSU. Bill Beekman is 

currently serving as interim Athletic Director of Defendant MSU. 

96. Defendant William D. Strampel, D.O. was the Dean of the College of Osteopathic Medicine 

at Michigan State University and served as Dean beginning in approximately April 2002 and 

as Acting Dean between December 2001 and April 2002. Defendant Strampel resigned as 

Dean in or around December 2017. 

97. Defendant Jeffrey R. Kovan, D.O. is or was the Director of Division of Sports Medicine at 

Michigan State University. 

98. Defendant Douglas Dietzel, D.O. is or was the Clinical Director of MSU Sports Medicine 

serving in that capacity since approximately 2004 and has also served as Team Orthopedic 

Surgeon for MSU Department of Intercollegiate Athletics. 

99. Defendant Gary Stollak, Ph.D., is or was a Michigan State University clinical psychologist 

and Professor of Psychology. 

100. Defendant Kathie Klages was the Head Coach of Defendant MSU's Gymnastics 

Team/Program and conducted classes and programs for children and young adults who 

were not members of the MSU Gymnastics Team/Program. 

101. Defendant Destiny Teachnor-Hauk is or was an athletic trainer for Defendant MSU for 

various sports including, but not limited to, softball, track and field, gymnastics, rowing, and 

volleyball. 

102. Defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, Strampel, Kovan, Dietzel, Stollak, Klages, Teachnor-

Hauk, and Nassar are hereinafter collectively referred to as the MSU Defendants. 
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103. Lianna Hadden is or was an athletic trainer for Defendant MSU for various sports including, 

but not limited to softball, track and field, gymnastics, rowing, and volleyball. 

104. Kelli Bert is or was the Head Coach of Defendant MSU's Track and Field Team/Program. 

105. Brooke Lemmen, D.O. is or was a practicing physician with Defendant MSU's Sports 

Medicine Clinic from approximately 2010 to 2017. 

106. Defendant United States of America Gymnastics (hereinafter "Defendant USAG") was and 

continues to be an organization incorporated in Indiana, authorized to conduct business and 

conducting business throughout the United States, including but not limited to Michigan. 

107. USAG advertises on its website: "Since 1990—prior to almost all other National Governing 

Bodies—USA Gymnastics has provided awareness, prevention and reporting information 

regarding sexual misconduct to professional members, athlete members and their families."' 

108. Kerry J. Perry is the current President and Chief Executive Officer of Defendant USAG, 

and has held that position since approximately December 1, 2017. 

109. Steve Penny is the immediate Past President and Chief Executive Officer of Defendant 

USAG, and held that position from approximately April 2005 to March 16, 2017, and during 

that time was responsible for the overall management and strategic planning of Defendant 

USAG. 

110. Robert Colarossi is a Past President of Defendant USAG and held the position from 

approximately 1998 to 2005, and during that time was responsible for the overall 

management and strategic planning of Defendant USAG. 

111. The entire board of directors of Defendant USAG resigned in or about January 2018. 

16 See, https://usagym.org/pages/education/safesport/, Last accessed, February 28, 2018. 
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112. Valeri Liukin is the immediate past National Team Coordinator for the USAG Women's 

Gymnastics Team. 

113. Luan Peszek was employed by Defendant USAG for approximately 30 years and most 

recently as Vice President of Development. Her employment ended on or about February 

28, 2018 on terms currently unknown to Plaintiffs. 

114. The Karolyi Ranch as referenced herein refers to the facility located in Huntsville, Texas also 

known as the USAG National Team Training Center and/or any of the following business 

entities believed to be incorporated in the state of Texas: Karolyi Training Camps, LLC; 

Karolyi World Gymnastics, Inc.; and/or, Karolyi's Elite. 

115. The United States Olympic Committee, hereinafter "USOC," is the National Olympic 

Committee for the United States of America charged with overseeing U.S. Teams for the 

Olympic Games. 

116. The USOC, established under the Ted Stevens Olympic and Amateur Sports Act (36 U.S.C. 

§220501, et seq., formerly the Amateur Sports Act of 1978), provides for the National 

Governing Bodies for each Olympic Sport. 

117. The USOC has designated USAG as the National Governing Body for the Olympic sport of 

Gymnastics in the United States of America. 

118. From approximately 2010 until his resignation on February 28, 2018, Scott Blackmun served 

as President and Chief Executive Officer of the USOC. Upon information and belief, 

Susanne Lyons is the current acting Chief Executive Officer of the USOC. 

III. COMMON FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

119. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

120. At all relevant times, Defendants Nassar, Stollak, Strampel, Kovan, Dietzel, Klages, and 
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Teachnor-Hauk maintained offices at MSU in East Lansing, Michigan. 

121. At all relevant times, Defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, Nassar, Stollak, Strampel, Kovan, 

Dietzel, Klages, and Teachnor-Hauk were acting under color of law, to wit, under color of 

statutes, ordinances, regulations, policies, customs, and usages of the State of Michigan 

and/or Defendant Michigan State University. 

122. Defendant Gary Stollak, Ph.D. was employed by the MSU Defendants and served as 

Professor of Psychology at MSU. 

123. Defendant Stollak also provided clinical psychology services while employed by MSU as 

Professor of Psychology. 

124. Defendant Strampel, D.O. was the immediate supervisor of Defendant Nassar. 

125. Defendant Kovan was the Director of Sport Medicine and performance and Supervisor of 

the Department of Radiology, under which Defendant Nassar practiced medicine. 

126. Defendant Kathie Klages as head coach of the MSU Gymnastics Program conducted classes 

and programs for minor children and young adults who were not MSU student athletes. 

127. Defendant Klages regularly referred MSU student athletes as well as young minor athletes 

who were not MSU students to Defendant Nassar for medical treatment. 

128. Defendant Destiny Teachnor-Hauk provided athletic training services to MSU student 

athletes. 

129. Defendant Teachnor-Hauk regularly referred MSU student athletes to Defendant Nassar for 

medical treatment. 

130. At all relevant times Defendants Nassar, Stollak, Strampel, Kovan, Dietzel, Klages, and 

Teachnor-Hauk were acting in the scope of their employment or agency with Defendant 

MSU. 
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131. At all relevant times Defendants Nassar, Stollak, Strampel, Kovan, Dietzel, and Teachnor-

Hauk had a special relationship and collegial affiliation with one another as co-employees for 

Defendant MSU and as fellow medical professionals. 

132. At all relevant times Defendants Nassar and Klages had a special relationship and collegial 

affiliation with one another as co-employees for Defendant MSU. 

133. At all relevant times Defendants Nassar and Geddert were acting in the scope of their 

employment or agency with USAG. 

134. At all relevant times Defendants Nassar and Geddert were acting in the scope of their 

agency with Twistars. 

135. Defendant Nassar graduated from Michigan State University with a Doctor of Osteopathic 

Medicine degree in approximately 1993. 

136. Defendant Nassar was employed by and/or an agent of Defendant USAG from 

approximately 1986 to 2015, serving in various positions including but not limited to: 

a. Certified Athletic Trainer; 

b. Osteopathic Physician; 

c. National Medical Director; 

d. National Team Physician, USA Gymnastics; and 

e. National Team Physician, USA Gymnastics Women's Artistic Gymnastics National 

Team. 

137. Defendant Nassar was employed by Defendant MSU from approximately 1996 to 2016 in 

various positions including but not limited to: 

a. Assistant and/or Associate Professor, Defendant MSU's Division of Sports 

Medicine, Department of Radiology, College of Osteopathic Medicine; 

b. Team Physician, Defendant MSU's Men's and Women's Gymnastics Team; 
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c. Team Physician, Defendant MSU's Men's and Women's Track and Field Teams; 

d. Team Physician, Defendant MSU's Men's and Women's Crew Team; 

e. Team Physician, Defendant MSU's Intercollegiate Athletics; 

f. Medical Consultant, Defendant MSU's Wharton Center for the Performing Arts; 

g. Advisor, Student Osteopathic Association of Sports Medicine. 

138. Upon information and believe, Larry Nassar was associated with MSU in 1995 while 

completing his residency. 

139. As an Assistant and/or Associate Professor for Defendant MSU Division of Sports 

Medicine, Defendant Nassar provided medical services for Defendant MSU's Sports 

Medicine Clinic. 

140. For over twenty (20) years, Defendant MSU's Sports Medicine Clinic has provided health 

care to MSU student athletes and others.' 

141. When the MSU Defendants operated the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic and provided medical 

services to Plaintiff, and others, they were acting as an arm of the state. 

142. The MSU Sports Medicine Clinic charged patients, including Plaintiff, for their receipt of 

medical services. 

143. Charging Plaintiff (and others) and billing insurance companies, for medical services is an 

activity proprietary in nature. 

144. The MSU Defendants charged fees comparable to specialists for the services provided at the 

MSU Sports Medicine Clinic.' 

145. The MSU Sports Medicine Clinic did not provide medical services for the common good of 

17 See, "MSU Sports Medicine," http://sportsmed.msu.edu/, last accessed, Feb. 25, 2018. 
18 See, "MSU Sports Medicine, Patient Information," http://sportsmed.msu.edu/padents.html, last 
accessed, February 16, 2018. 
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all, but rather for its paying clients. 

146. The MSU Sports Medicine Clinic engaged in proprietary functions by entering into the 

business of providing medical services for the primary purpose of raising funds and making 

profit for the MSU Defendants. 

147. The MSU Sports Medicine Clinic cannot be and is not normally supported by taxes and fees. 

148. By seeking medical treatment and services from Defendant MSU's Sports Medicine and 

from a special, confidential, and fiduciary relationship existed between Plaintiff, and the 

MSU Defendants. 

149. That sexual assaults occurred during the course of medical treatment 

150. As part of Defendant Nassar's employment and contractual duties with MSU, Defendant 

Nassar was responsible for spending between 50 to 70% of his time engaged in "Outreach" 

and/or "Public Services." 

151. A part of Defendant Nassar's outreach included providing medical treatment to athletes 

affiliated with Defendants USAG and Twistars as well as other organizations such as Holt 

High School. 

152. In order to participate in USAG sanctioned events, it is necessary to be a USAG member. 

153. To obtain membership with USAG, an individual must pay dues. 

154. Similarly, in order for a gymnastics club to be considered a USAG member club, the 

gymnastics club must also pay dues, and if the member club seeks to hold a USAG 

sanctioned event at the club, the club must pay a fee. 

155. All those who seek to coach, judge, or participate in USAG sanctioned events must also pay 

a membership fee. 

156. The Plaintiff who was a minor when assaulted in this case, was a member of USAG. 

157. The exchange of money for membership creates a fiduciary relationship and duty between 
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USAG, their members/athletes, coaches, judges, and their clubs. 

158. USAG regularly recommended Defendant Nassar to its members as a reputable physician. 

159. Great Lakes Gymnastics is a facility with which Defendant Nassar affiliated with from 

approximately 1986 until 1997. 

160. Twistars is a gymnastics facility with which Defendant Nassar affiliated from its inception in 

or around 1996. 

161. John Geddert, owner and operator of Twistars USA, Inc. d/b/a Geddert's Twistars 

Gymnastics Club USA, served as the USA World and 2012 Olympic Women's Gymnastics 

Team Head Coach. 

162. Twistars is a USAG member club and ostensible agent of Defendant USAG. 

163. Twistars required its gymnasts, especially those with aspirations of competing, to become 

USAG members and pay membership fees to Defendant USAG. 

164. Geddert served as an agent of Defendant USAG and served as the 2011 USA World 

Championship Team Head Coach and the 2012 USA Olympic Team Head Coach through 

his affiliations with Defendant USAG and Defendant Twistars. 

165. Geddert regularly recommended Defendant Nassar to members of Twistars as a reputable 

physician. 

166. In or around 2010, Geddert witnessed a gymnast who was approximately 15 years old being 

sexually assaulted by Defendant Nassar.19

167. Upon witnessing the sexual assault, Geddert made a joke and made a statement to the 

gymnast to effect of: "I guess your back really did hurt."' 

19 Testimony given on May 12, 2017 at the Preliminary Examination hearing in People v. Nassar, Case 
No. 17-318-FY. 
20 Id. 
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168. In or around 2010, Geddert served in a leadership role with Defendant USAG notably as a 

Defendant USAG coach representing Team USA in national and international USAG 

competitions and on the Junior Olympic Program Committee. 

169. In or around 2011, Geddert was traveling in a vehicle with members of the USAG Senior 

National Team, including Aly Raisman.' 

170. At the time, Geddert was serving in his capacity as a USAG Olympic Coach.22

171. Ms. Raisman indicated she and her teammates would talk about Defendant Nassar's conduct 

amongst themselves." 

172. While traveling together, in Geddert's presence, one of Ms. Raisman's teammates described 

"in graphic detail" what Defendant Nassar had done to her the prior evening.' 

173. Ms. Raisman stated Geddert did not question her or her teammate about the statements 

made. 

174. The relationship between Defendants USAG, Twistars, Geddert, Nassar, and MSU was 

symbiotic in nature, in that the Defendants enjoyed financial benefits from one another and 

that was reliant on one another to continue receiving said benefits. 

175. The MSU Defendants received financial benefits from its relationship with Defendants 

Nassar, USAG, and with non-parties Twistars, and Geddert including increased patients to 

the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic, increased billing, revenue, and profit for the MSU Sports 

Medicine Clinic, and national and international recognition, fame, and prestige. 

176. Defendant Nassar received financial benefits from his relationship with USAG, Twistars, 

21 Raisman says Olympics coach might have known about Nassar abuse for years, Saba Hamedy, 
available at https: /www.cn n.com / 2018/02 /08 /politics /aly-raisman-coach-allegations Lindex.html. 
Last accessed February 8, 2018. 
22 Id.

Id. 
24 Id.
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Geddert, and the MSU Defendants, including but not limited to increased patients at the 

MSU Sports Medicine Clinic, additional billing, revenue, and profit for the MSU Sports 

Medicine Clinic, and national and international recognition, fame, and prestige. 

177. USAG received financial benefits from his relationship with Twistars, Geddert, MSU, and 

Nassar, including but not limited to increased membership in its organization, increased or 

additional membership fees, and national and international recognition, fame, and prestige. 

178. A banner was up at Twistars promoting Nassar's MSU affiliation and the MSU Sports 

Medicine Clinic and patrons of the gymnasts would routinely go to MSU in addition to 

getting on-site treatments. 

179. Defendant Nassar regularly provided services and treatment to Defendant USAG's members 

on Twistars' premises. 

180. As a physician of Osteopathic Medicine, Defendant Nassar's medical care and treatment 

should have consisted largely of osteopathic adjustments and kinesiology treatment to 

patients, including students and student-athletes of Defendant MSU. 

181. Defendant Nassar is not and has never been a medical doctor of obstetrics or gynecology. 

182. Defendant Nassar is not and has never been trained or certified as a pelvic floor therapist. 

183. While employed by Defendants MSU, USAG, and Twistars, Defendant Nassar practiced 

medicine at Defendant MSU's Sports Medicine Clinic, a facility at MSU. 

184. During his employment, agency, and representation with the MSU Defendants and 

Defendant USAG, Defendant Nassar sexually assaulted, abused, and molested Plaintiff by 

engaging in nonconsensual sexual touching, assault, and harassment including but not 

limited to digital penetration. 

185. The State of Michigan's Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs Occupational 

Health Standards regarding Bloodborne Infectious Diseases mandates use of gloves when 
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exposed to potentially infectious material, including vaginal secretions.' 

186. Defendant MSU, through its Sports Medicine Clinic and Defendant Nassar, provided 

medical care and treatment to Plaintiff who was a patient of Defendant Nassar. 

187. Plaintiff was a business invitee at the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic where they were supposed 

to receive medical care and treatment by Nassar, free of harm. 

188. Defendant MSU is not immune from liability as it failed to warn Plaintiff of the known or 

foreseeable dangers regarding complaints related to Defendant Nassar and failed to train its 

employees, representative, and agents about such dangers and to warn and protect Plaintiff 

from such dangers, and otherwise failed to supervise and train employees of the MSU Sports 

Medicine Clinic to act in a manner consistent with a reasonably prudent facility. 

189. To gain Plaintiff's trust, at appointments, Defendant Nassar would give Plaintiff gifts such as 

t-shirts, pins, flags, leotards, and other items, some with USAG logos and others without. 

190. Additionally, Defendant Nassar would also see Plaintiff outside of normal business hours at 

his office at MSU and sometimes at his residence to gain their trust. 

191. In many cases, Defendant Nassar did not have Plaintiff use the main entrance and exit at 

Defendant MSU's Sports Medicine Clinic for appointments with Defendant Nassar. 

192. In other situations, Defendant Nassar did not have Plaintiff check in or check out with staff 

of Defendant MSU's Sports Medicine Clinic for appointments with Defendant Nassar. 

193. Some patients were told by Defendant Nassar, when calling to schedule an appointment, in 

order to be seen more quickly, to tell Defendant MSU's Sports Medicine Clinic staff that 

they were suffering from a back injury even though they weren't—a practice which gave 

zs See, Michigan Administrative Code, R. 325.70001, et seq., Available at 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/CIS WSH part554 35632 7.pdf. Last accessed, January 5, 
2017. 
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Defendant Nassar an opportunity to examine Plaintiff in a way that would leave them more 

vulnerable and susceptible to sexual assault and abuse. 

194. Defendant Nassar would regularly and frequently see patients at Defendant MSU's Sports 

Medicine Clinic, many of whom were minors, without the presence of a chaperone (e.g., 

parent, guardian, resident, nurse, etc.). 

195. Defendant Nassar would communicate with patients, many of whom were minors, via text 

message or social media, often times without including their parents in the communication. 

196. Defendants never questioned Nassar, or trained, educated, or warned their patients and 

members (respectively) that the actions described above were warning signs for sexual abuse 

and sexual assault. 

197. Because of the special and fiduciary relationship shared between the MSU Defendants, 

Defendants USAG, and Plaintiff, each Defendant had a legal duty to exercise reasonable 

care toward their patients and members (respectively). 

198. The MSU Defendants and Defendants USAG had a duty to exercise reasonable care in 

having safety procedures in place or supervising Defendant Nassar while he was their 

employee or acting as their agent 

199. To the best of Plaintiffs knowledge, neither the MSU Defendants, nor Defendants USAG, 

had or enforced a policy which required their patients and members to avoid being seen for 

treatment at a physician's residence. 

200. To the best of Plaintiff's knowledge, neither the MSU Defendants, nor Defendants USAG, 

had or enforced a policy which required their patients and members to have the presence of 

a chaperone (e.g., parent, guardian, resident, nurse, etc.) when treating in a private or sensitive 

area. 

201. To the best of Plaintiff's knowledge, neither the MSU Defendants, nor Defendants USAG, 
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had or enforced a policy which required their patients not to communicate with physicians 

via text message or social media in order to schedule appointments. 

202. To the best of Plaintiffs knowledge, neither the MSU Defendants, nor Defendants USAG, 

had and/or enforced a policy which required the doctor to wear gloves during examination 

close to sensitive areas. 

203. To the best of Plaintiffs knowledge, neither the MSU Defendants, nor Defendants USAG, 

had or enforced a policy requiring doctors at the practice to explain a medical procedure in 

advance and getting consent and understanding before touching a sensitive area. 

204. Collectively, Defendants' failures as described above left Plaintiff vulnerable and susceptible 

to sexual assault and abuse. 

205. Collectively, the Defendants breached the duties they owed Plaintiff and ultimately failed to 

exercise reasonable care, leaving hundreds of young girls vulnerable to be sexually abused, 

assaulted, and molested by Defendant Nassar. 

206. In or around 1995, Plaintiff Jessica Brutlag, and her mother met with the Dean of the 

College of Osteopathic Medicine to register a complaint after she was sexually assaulted 

during a medical examination by a doctor at the MSU Sports Medicine clinic. 

207. The doctor had the nurse leave the room for a hip examination and then proceeded to rub 

her labia, clitoris and vaginal area with an ungloved hand without warning, 

208. That the Dean of the College of Osteopathic Medicine in 1995, dissuaded Jessica and her 

mother from filing a police report and reassured them that the incident would be dealt with 

internally and would be rectified. 
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209. In or around 1997/1998, Plaintiff Larissa Boyce26 reported to Defendant Klages concerns 

regarding Defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatment." 

210. Defendant Klages dissuaded Plaintiff Boyce from completing a formal report and warned 

Boyce that the report would have serious consequences for both Plaintiff Boyce and 

Defendant Nassar. 

211. Around that same time, Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe' was questioned by Defendant Klages 

regarding Nassar's "treatment" and Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe affirmatively confirmed she had 

also been sexually assaulted and abused. 

212. Defendant Klages told Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe there was no reason to bring up or otherwise 

report Defendant Nassar's conduct. 

213. In or around 1998, a parent of a gymnast at Defendant Twistars' facility complained to Mr. 

Geddert regarding Defendant Nassar's conduct, yet the concerns and allegations went 

unaddressed. 

214. Also in or around 1998, Jane A71 Doe complained to a coach at Twistars' facility regarding 

Defendant Nassar's conduct, yet the concerns and allegations went unaddressed. 

215. In or around 1999 the MSU Defendants were also put on notice of Defendant Nassar's 

conduct by Jane Al 9 Doe, a MSU student athlete, after she complained to MSU employees, 

including trainers and her head coach Kelli Bert, that Defendant Nassar touched her vaginal 

area although she was seeking treatment for an injured hamstring. 

216. Despite her complaints to MSU representatives, Christie Achenbach's concerns and 

allegations went unaddressed. 

217. In approximately 2000, Tiffany Thomas Lopez (formerly Jane T.T. Doe), a female student 

26 Plaintiff Boyce is a Plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-222. 
27 Plaintiff Jane B8 Does is a Plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-222. 
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athlete and member of Defendant MSU's Women's Softball Team, was sexually assaulted 

and abused during "treatment" by Defendant Nassar and reported Defendant Nassar's 

conduct to Defendant MSU's employees, including trainers. 

218. Ms. Lopez's allegations regarding the sexual assault include the following statements: 

Plaintiff is informed and believes, and on that basis alleges, that Defendants knew or 
should have known that NASSAR had engaged in unlawful sexually-related conduct 
in the past, and/or was continuing to engage in such conduct. Defendants had a duty 
to disclose these facts to Plaintiff, her parents and others, but negligently and/or 
intentionally suppressed, concealed or failed to disclose this information. The duty to 
disclose this information arose by the special, trusting, confidential, fiduciary 
relationship between Defendants and Plaintiff. Specifically, the Defendant MSU 
knew that NASSAR was performing intravaginal adjustments with his bare, ungloved 
hand and in isolation with young females, based on the following: 

a. The Plaintiff, approximately 18 years old at the time, had a visit with 
NASSAR where he touched her vagina, in order to purportedly heal back 
pain she was having, under the guise of legitimate medical treatment. The 
Plaintiff complained to a trainer on her softball team who responded by 
saying that NASSAR was a world renowned doctor, and that it was legitimate 
medical treatment. The Plaintiff continued with the purported treatment; 

b. As the purported treatments continued, NASSAR became more bold, having 
the Plaintiff remove her pants, and then inserting his bare, ungloved and 
unlubricated hand into her vagina. The Plaintiff, again, reported to 
Defendant MSU training staff, this time a higher ranking trainer. This trainer 
told the Plaintiff that the treatment sounded unusual and that the Plaintiff 
needed to speak to an even higher level trainer in the Department, who 
ended up being one of three individuals who supervised the entire 
department at Defendant MSU; 

c. When the Plaintiff went to see this individual, the Plaintiff was told by that 
individual that what happened to the Plaintiff was not sexual abuse, that 
NASSAR was a world renowned doctor, and that the Plaintiff was not to 
discuss what happened with NASSAR and was to continue seeing him for 
purported treatment. The Plaintiff continued to see NASSAR for treatment; 

d. Finally, in or around 2001, the Plaintiff refused to continue to see NASSAR 
for these abusive and invasive procedures. Defendant MSU then pressured 
and coerced the Plaintiff to declare herself medically inactive. The Plaintiff 
was shunned from the Defendant MSU sports program, and left Defendant 
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MSU to return home to California.' 

219. One of the trainers that Ms. Lopez reported to was Lianna Hadden, who is still presently 

employed by MSU as an athletic trainer with the volleyball team. 

220. After reporting the assault to Ms. Hadden, Ms. Lopez also reported the assault to Defendant 

Teachnor-Hauk. 

221. Ms. Lopez told Defendant Teachnor-Hauk that she was "extremely uncomfortable," but 

Defendant Teachnor-Hauk told Ms. Thomas Lopez that Nassar was engaged in actual 

medical treatment. 

222. Defendant Teachnor-Hauk further dissuaded Ms. Lopez from reporting Nassar's conduct 

further by telling Ms. Lopez that if she pursued the matter that it would cast a burden over 

her family and cause Ms. Lopez a lot of heartache and trauma. 

223. Defendant Teachnor-Hauk also defended Nassar by asking Ms. Lopez why she would want 

to drag Nassar through an allegation of sexual assault. 

224. Despite her complaints to MSU employees, agents, and representatives, Ms. Lopez's 

concerns and allegations went unaddressed in violation of reporting policies and procedures 

and Title IX and in a manner that was reckless, deliberately indifferent, and grossly negligent. 

225. Defendant MSU, Kelli Bert, Defendant Teachnor-Hauk, and other MSU employees and 

representatives also had the following obligations, among others, pursuant to its Office of 

Institutional Equity ("OIE") policy: 

a. "to promptly take steps to investigate or otherwise determine what occurred and 

then to address instances of relationship violence and sexual misconduct when it 

knows or should have known about such instances." 

28 See, Case No. BC644417, filed with the Superior California Court of the State of California, 
County of Los Angeles, December 21, 2016, ¶26. 
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b. to inform "the MSU Police of all reports it receives regarding sexual assaults."; 

c. to "take immediate steps to initiate the investigatory process to determine what 

happened and to resolve the matter promptly and equitably."; 

d. to "take prompt, responsive action to support a claimant and will take steps to 

eliminate, prevent, or address a hostile environment if it determines that one 

exists."; 

e. "to conduct a prompt, adequate, reliable, and impartial investigation to determine 

what occurred and then to take appropriate steps to resolve the situation when it 

learns of an incident of sexual misconduct; 

f. "independently investigate complaints of relationship violence and 

sexual misconduct."; 

g. to conduct an investigation "by the Office of Institutional Equity under the direction 

of the Deputy Title IX Coordinator for Investigations."; 

h. to promptly report allegations of sexual misconduct "to the Office of Institutional 

Equity." 

226. Upon information and belief, and in violation of federal law, state law, and the MSU OIE 

Policy, Defendant MSU failed to take any action in response to the 1995, 1997/1998, 1999, 

and 2000 complaints. 

227. Because MSU took no action to investigate or respond appropriately to the 1995, 

1997/1998, 1999, or 2000 complaints and took no corrective action during that time frame, 

under the guise of treatment, dozens of Plaintiffs, and possibly hundreds of others, many of 

whom were minors, were also sexually assaulted, abused, and molested by Defendant Nassar 

by vaginal and anal digital penetration, without the use of gloves or lubricant and by 

touching and groping their breasts. 
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228. Between 2000 and 2002, Plaintiff Jennifer Bedford raised concerns regarding Defendant 

Nassar with Athletic Trainer Lianna Hadden telling her she was uncomfortable with 

Defendant Nassar's conduct and inquired into how to make a complaint/report to indicate 

she had been uncomfortable with his conduct at her appointments. 

229. Following a discussion with Ms. Hadden, Plaintiff Jennifer Bedford was confused and 

frightened about the potential repercussion and ultimately did not file a formal complaint. 

230. According to Ms. Bedford, Nassar was known among the women's volleyball team as the 

"crotch doc" because of his "unconventional methods" of treating sports injuries with 

vaginal penetrations. 

231. Plaintiff Jennifer Bedford believes the MSU Defendants failed to educate her and other 

MSU athletes on issues regarding sexual abuse and sexual assault. 

232. Plaintiff Jennifer Bedford also believes MSU's athletic trainers and staff were not properly 

trained or educated regarding osteopathic medicine and therefore followed inadequate 

safeguards and procedures which put her, and other student athletes at risk of suffering 

sexual abuse and sexual assault. 

233. In 2004, Defendant Nassar authored a chapter in Principles of Manual Sports Medicine by 

Steven J. Karageanes. 

234. In the chapter, Defendant Nassar described the pelvic diaphragm, coccyx, and sacroiliac 

ligaments as an area of the body not fully examined due to its proximity to the genitalia and 

buttocks, and stated it was "referred to as the 'no fly zone' because of the many cultural 

stigmas in touching this area." 

235. Defendant Nassar recommended taking "special measures to explain any examination and 

techniques applied in this region," and "warning in advance of what you are planning to do," 

among other suggestions. 
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236. There is no mention of intravaginal or intra-rectal techniques or procedures in the chapter. 

237. As described in detail below, Defendant Nassar often failed to follow his own 

recommendations with Plaintiff as: 

a. He did not explain any intravaginal or intra-rectal techniques to Plaintiff or her 

parents; and, 

b. He did not warn Plaintiff he was going to engage in vaginal or anal digital 

penetration before doing so. 

238. In 2004, Brianne Randall reported Defendant Nassar's conduct to her parents and to the 

Meridian Township Police Department in Meridian Township, Michigan. 

239. In or around 2004, Plaintiff Kyle Stephens, at approximately age 12 years of age, who was 

not a patient of Defendant Nassar, reported inappropriate conduct and touching of a sexual 

nature to Defendant Stollak who was employed by Defendant MSU. 

240. Consequently, Defendant Stollak had reasonable cause to suspect sexual abuse. 

241. Defendant Stollak was a mandatory reporter. 

242. To the best of Plaintiffs knowledge, Defendant Stollak failed to report Defendant Nassar's 

conduct to law enforcement, child protective services, or Defendant MSU. 

243. Instead, Defendant Stollak suggested that Ms. Stephens and her parents meet with Nassar. 

244. Ms. Stephens refused to attend the meeting, but her parents met with Defendant Stollak and 

Defendant Nassar. 

245. Defendant Stollak's failure to report Defendant Nassar endangered dozens, if not hundreds 

of Plaintiffs, who were subsequently abused, assaulted, and molested by Defendant Nassar. 

246. In 2014, following receipt of an unrelated complaint regarding a sexual assault on Defendant 

MSU's campus, between 2014 and 2015 the U.S. Department of Education's Office of Civil 

Rights (hereinafter "OCR") conducted an investigation regarding the complainant's 
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allegations, another complaint regarding sexual assault and retaliation from 2011, and 

Defendant MSU's response to said complaints, and their general policies, practices, and 

customs pertaining to their responsibilities under Tide IX.29

247. The OCR concluded their investigation in 2015 and presented Defendant MSU with a 

twenty-one page agreement containing measures and requirements to resolve the 2011 and 

2014 complaints and to bring Defendant MSU in compliance with Tide IX." 

248. While the OCR was conducting their investigation, additional complaints regarding 

Defendant Nassar's conduct surfaced in 2014. The victim reported she had an appointment 

with Defendant Nassar to address hip pain and was sexually abused and molested by 

Defendant Nassar when he cupped her buttocks, massaged her breast and vaginal area, and 

he became sexually aroused.' 

249. Upon information and belief, Defendant MSU investigated the 2014 complaints through 

their Office of Institutional Equity ("MSU OIE"). 

250. Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe reported to Defendant MSU facts which were omitted or withheld 

from the MSU OIE investigative report including, but not limited to, the following: 

a. Defendant Nassar was sexually aroused while touching her; 

b. The appointment with Defendant Nassar did not end until she physically removed 

his hands from her body. 

29 See, Letter from U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights to Michigan State 
University, September 1, 2015, OCR Docket #15-11-2098, #15-14-2113. Available at 
https://www2.ed.govidocuments/press-releasesimichigan-state-letter.pdf, last accessed January 4, 
2017. 
30 See, Resolution Agreement, August 28, 2015, OCR Document #15-11-2098, #15-14-2133. 
Available at, https://www2.ed.govidocuments/press-releases/michigan-state-agreement.pdf. Last 
accessed January 5, 2017. 
31 See, At MSU: Assault, harassment and secrecy. Matt Mencarini, December 15, 2016. Available at, 
http://www.lansingstatejournalcomistory/news/local/2016/12/15/michigan-state-sexual-assault-
harassment-larry-nassar/94993582/. Last accessed January 5, 2017. 
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251. Three months after initiating the investigation, in July 2014, the victim's complaints were 

dismissed and Defendant MSU determined she didn't understand the "nuanced difference" 

between sexual assault and an appropriate medical procedure and deemed Defendant 

Nassar's conduct "medically appropriate" and "Mot of a sexual nature."' 

252. One of the medical experts consulted by the MSU OIE in investigating the victim's 

allegations was Brooke Lemmen, D.O. 

253. Following the investigation, upon information and belief, Defendant Nassar became subject 

to new institutional guidelines including: 

a. Defendant Nassar was not to examine or treat patients alone but was to be 

accompanied by a chaperone such as a resident or nurse; 33 

b. The alleged "procedure" was to altered to ensure there would be little to no skin to 

skin contact when in certain "regions" and if skin to skin contact was "absolutely 

necessary" the "procedure" was to be explained in detail with another person in the 

room for both the explanation and the "procedure;" and, 

c. New people in the practice were to be "oriented" to ensure understanding with the 

guidelines. 

254. Defendants Strampel, Kovan, and Dietzel failed to supervise, oversee, or otherwise ensure 

Defendant Nassar was adhering to the conditions listed above. 

255. Upon information and belief, the MSU Defendants failed to take any action to orient new 

MSU employees to ensure that they were aware of the restrictions placed on Nassar. 

256. In approximately March 2016, Diane Rork was an employee of Defendant MSU employed 

32 Id. 
" Id. 
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as a registered medical assistant.' 

257. During her employment with Defendant MSU, Diane Rork worked with patients who were 

seen by Defendant Nassar. 

258. At no point in time was Diane Rork ever told of any restrictions or guidelines regarding 

Defendant Nassar's treatment of patients. 

259. On one occasion in March 2016, Diane Rork was completing a chart of a girl younger than 

13 who was set to be examined by Defendant Nassar in an exam room at Defendant MSU's 

Sports Medicine Clinic. 

260. Defendant Nassar ordered Diane Rork to leave the room so that he could "treat" the young 

girl alone. 

261. Diane Rork reported her March 2016 interaction with Defendant Nassar to the MSU Police 

Department in January 2017. 

262. MSU terminated Diane Rork's employment approximately two weeks later. 

263. An unnamed registered nurse employed by MSU at the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic from 

approximately 2015 to 2016 has indicated that she was never made aware of any restrictions 

or guidelines concerning Defendant Nassar. 

264. Upon information and belief, the unnamed registered nurse was the only registered nurse 

employed by Defendant MSU's Sports Medicine Clinic during the time of her employment. 

265. The Michigan State University Police Department ("MSU PD") also investigated the 2014 

allegations made by Plaintiff _Jane D1 Doe. 

See, Kim Kozlowski, Witness: MSU Knew Nassar Asked Her to Leave Girl's Exam, Kim Kozlowski, 
DETROIT NEWS (Dec. 21, 2017), 
h ttp: www. de troitnews.comistoryinewsimichigan/2017/ 12/21 /msu-nassar-scandal-witness-
claims-retribution/108800992/. Last accessed February 28, 2018. 
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266. Defendant Nassar represented to MSU PD during the 2014 investigation that he was known 

as "The Dream Builder" and "The Body Whisperer." 

267. Defendant Nassar represented to MSU PD that he felt like he didn't have to go to work, but 

that he gets to go to work, and that "It just rocks my world." 

268. On or about May 25, 2014 at 9:33 AM, Defendant Nassar sent an email to Defendant 

Strampel expressing concerns that Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe thought he was being too 

"invasive" into her life and that he thought that she ". . .may have felt like I 'stalking' her at 

that point. . ." 

269. In or about June 2014, an Ingham County Assistant Prosecuting Attorney recommended to 

MSU PD detectives that they should interview a non-MSU expert in Defendant Nassar's 

medical field as further investigation into Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe's allegations. 

270. Upon information and belief, MSU PD and the MSU OIE did not interview any non-MSU 

experts during the 2014 investigation. 

271. From July 2014 to September 2016, despite complaints about Nassar's conduct, Defendant 

MSU continued to permit Defendant Nassar unfettered access to female athletes without 

adequate oversight or supervision to ensure he was complying with the new guidelines. 

272. Defendant Nassar was permitted to return to clinical practice at MSU even though a criminal 

investigation remained open until approximately December 2015. 

273. At the conclusion of the criminal investigation, on or around December 15, 2015, a 

representative from Defendant MSU's police department spoke with Defendant Nassar, 

advised him to thoroughly explain his medical techniques to patients prior to touching them, 
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ensuring that they understood, and to have a chaperone in the exam room with him at all 

times." 

274. Defendant Nassar responded indicating he fully understood and had made that process and 

procedure his routine since the case evolved.' 

275. Defendant Nassar's statement to Defendant MSU was completely false, and his statement 

went unchecked and unverified by the MSU Defendants.' 

276. At no time during or following the investigation did Defendants MSU, MSU Board of 

Trustees, Strampel, Kovan, or Dietzel take any steps to ensure Defendant Nassar was in 

compliance with the guidelines. 

277. In or around June, 2015, Plaintiff Maggie Nichols and other athletes were overheard 

discussing Nassar's misconduct at the Karolyi Ranch. 

278. An adult reported Plaintiff Jane Nichols' concerns to USAG. 

279. Plaintiff Nichols' complaints were received by former USAG President and CEO Steve 

Penny and at least one representative of the USOC, among others. 

280. Mr. Penny and USAG dissuaded Plaintiff Nichols and her family from pursuing the matter 

and asked that they refrain from contacting law enforcement. 

281. At least five weeks passed before USAG reported Defendant Nassar to law enforcement. 

MSU University Police Department Case Report No. 1758100919. Available at 
http: / /mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p /michigan/ files/201712/ fbi_investigation_into_nassar.pdf? 

ga=2.158457466.1791923992.1513722353-1282647051.1440964267, Last accessed, February 25, 
2018. 
36 Id. 
37 See general/y, specific allegations from Plaintiffs who were sexually abused, assaulted, and molested 
after July 2014 in W.D. Mich. Case Nos. 1:17-cv-29, 1:17-cv-222, 1:17-cv-244, 1:17-cv-254, 1:17-cv-
257, 1:17-cv-288, 1:17-cv-349, 1:17-cv-676, and 1:17-cv-684. Several of the Plaintiffs include 
allegations that Nassar did not explain his medical techniques, did not have a chaperone in the room 
such as a resident or nurse during any explanation (of which there usually wasn't an explanation) or 
during the "procedure." 
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282. After receiving allegations of what USAG described as "athlete concerns," in approximately 

summer 2015 USAG relieved Defendant Nassar of his duties.' 

283. Defendant Nassar represented publicly that he "retired" from his duties with USAG. 

284. At no time did USAG or the USOC inform Defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, or other MSU 

representatives of the concerns that led to Defendant Nassar being relieved from his duties 

with USAG. 

285. At no time did USAG or the USOC inform its members, coaches, or the public that 

Defendant Nassar had been dismissed, relieved from his duties, and was under criminal 

investigation. 

286. Instead USAG and the USOC allowed its members and the public to believe Nassar simply 

"retired." 

287. Nassar continued to sexually assault, abuse, and molest young women and girls following his 

"retirement" from USAG. 

288. In August 2016, the Indianapolis Star published an article titled, "A blind eye to sex abuse: 

How USA Gymnastics failed to report cases," the subheading of the article reading, 

"The prominent Olympic organization failed to alert authorities to many allegations of 

sexual abuse by coaches." 

289. The article chronicles a history of USAG's failure to properly report sexual abuse stating in 

part: 

Top executives at one of American's most prominent Organizations failed to 
alert authorities to many allegations of sexual abuse by coaches — relying on a 
policy that enabled predators to abuse gymnasts long after USA Gymnastics 
had received warnings . . .In 2013 . . . two former [USAG] officials admitted 

38 See, Former USA Gymnastics doctor accused of abuse, Mark Alesia, Marisa Kwiatkowski, Tim 
Evans, September 12, 2016. Available at, http://www.indystar.com/storylnews/2016/09/12/ 
former-usa-gymnastics-doctor-accused-abuse/89995734/, Last accessed, February 25, 2018. 

39 

Case 1:18-cv-01169   ECF No. 1 filed 10/15/18   PageID.42   Page 42 of 138Case 19-50012    Doc 134-4    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 269 of 365



under oath that the organization routinely dismissed sexual abuse allegations 
as hearsay unless they came directly from a victim or a victim's parent . . . 
records show the organization compiled complaint dossiers on more than 50 
coaches and filed them in a drawer in its executive office in Indianapolis ... 
[USAG] compiled confidential sexual misconduct complaint files about 54 
coaches over a 10-year period from 1996 to 2006 . . . It's unclear which, if 
any, of the complaints in those files were reported to authorities.' 

290. Following publication of this article Plaintiff Rachael Denhollander and a former Olympic 

gymnast (who was anonymous at the time, but has since publicly identified herself as 

Olympic bronze medalist Jamie Dantzscher) contacted the Indianapolis Star with reports of 

Defendant Nassar's sexual abuse, assault, and molestation. 

291. Defendant Nassar's employment ended with Defendant MSU on approximately September 

20, 2016 only after the MSU Defendants became aware that: 

a. Defendants Nassar and USAG were sued by a former Olympian who alleged she was 

sexually assaulted by Defendant Nassar;' and, 

b. A former patient of Defendant Nassar, Plaintiff Rachael Denhollander, filed a 

criminal complaint with the Michigan State University Police Department alleging 

Defendant Nassar sexually assaulted her when she was 15 years old and seeking 

treatment for back pain as a result of gymnastics. Plaintiff Denhollander's allegations 

of sexual assault by Defendant Nassar included but were not limited to: 

i. Massaging her genitals; 

Penetrating her vagina and anus with his finger and thumb; and, 

39 Id. 
4° Lead Case No.: 1:17-00029. 
41 See, Case No. 34-2016-00200075, filed with the Superior Court of the State of California, County 
of Sacramento, September 8, 2016. A copy of the Complaint is available at 
hups://www.documentcloud.org/ documents/3106054-JANE-JD-COMPLAINT-Signed.html, 
Last accessed January 5, 2017. 
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iii. Unhooking her bra and massaging her breasts.' 

292. Reasons given to Defendant Nassar for his termination included but were not limited to: 

a. Deviation from "required best practices put in place following the internal sexual 

harassment investigation conducted . . . in 2014;" 

b. Failure to disclose a 2004 complaint to Meridian Township Police; and, 

c. Dishonesty by Defendant Nassar when Defendant MSU questioned him about 

receiving prior complaints about the "procedure" at issue. 

293. Shortly after MSU terminated Defendant Nassar's employment, Defendant Klages requested 

the MSU Women's Gymnastics Team members to sign a card from the team to show their 

support for Defendant Nassar—despite the fact that Defendant Klages was aware that 

Defendant Nassar's employment had been terminated due to numerous claims of sexual 

assault against patients and athletes." 

294. Defendant Klages also passionately defended Defendant Nassar to the MSU Women's 

Gymnastics Team and told her athletes that she would trust her own grandkids with him—

despite the numerous allegations of sexual assault against Defendant Nassar and the 

existence of open criminal investigations into his conduct. 

295. In September 2016, following MSU's termination of Defendant Nassar's employment, MSU 

Athletic Department's Director of Athletic Communications, Jamie Weir Baldwin, instructed 

42 See, Former USA Gymnastics doctor accused of abuse, Mark Alesia, Marisa Kwiatkowski, Tim 
Evans, September 12, 2016. Available at, http://www. in dystar.cotn /story / news /2016/09/12/ 
former-usa-gymnastics-doctor-accused-abusei899957347, Last accessed January 5, 2017. 
43 See, MSU Abuse Scandal: Coach Had Gymnasts Sign Card for Dr. Larry Nassar, Stephanie Gosk, 
Kristen Powers, and Tracy Connor, March 21, 2017. Available at, 
https:/Avww.nbcnews.cominews/us-news/rnsu-abuse-scandal-coach-had-gymnasts-sign-card-dr-
larry-n731781. Last accessed December 27, 2017. 
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members of the MSU Women's Gymnastics Team not to speak to the media or post on 

their social media accounts regarding Defendant Nassar's actions. 

296. Based on the communications of the MSU Athletic Department, members of the MSU 

Women's Gymnastics Team believed that they would be punished by MSU or face negative 

consequences if they came forward to the police or media to describe sexual assaults against 

them. 

297. The Plaintiff in this lawsuit have been recently made aware of the allegations of Defendants 

and Nassar's conduct through related media coverage and otherwise. 

298. In late November 2016, Defendant Nassar was arrested and charged in Ingham County, 

Michigan on three charges of First Degree Criminal Sexual Conduct with a Person Under 13, 

and was later released on $1,000,000.00 bond." 

299. In mid-December 2016, Defendant Nassar was indicted, arrested, and charged in Federal 

Court in Grand Rapids, Michigan on charges of possession of child pornography and 

receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography. 

300. According to the federal indictment,' Defendant Nassar: 

a. Knowingly received and attempted to receive child pornography between 

approximately September 18, 2004 and December 1, 2004; 

b. Knowingly possessed thousands of images of child pornography between 

approximately February 6, 2003 and September 20, 2016 including images involving 

a minor who had not attained 12 years of age. 

301. In December 2016, following the filing of federal child pornography charges against 

Defendant Nassar, Defendant Klages continued to defend Defendant Nassar and told the 

" State of Michigan, Ingham County Circuit Court Case No. 1603031. 
45 1 :16-cr-00242 PageID.1-4. 
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parent of at least one of Defendant Nassar's victims that the child pornography "could have 

been planted" by somebody suing Defendant Nassar and also continued to deny that 

Defendant Nassar had sexually assaulted any patients by suggesting that the victims had 

"misinterpreted the treatment." 

302. MSU did not directly encourage the members of the MSU Women's Gymnastics Team to 

report suspected abuse by Defendant Nassar to the police until February 2017—

approximately 5 months after MSU terminated Defendant Nassar's employment. 

303. In approximately December 2016, Defendant USAG settled one or more claims against it 

involving allegations of sexual abuse by Defendant Nassar against Olympic gold-medal-

winning gymnast McKayla Maroney pursuant to a confidential settlement agreement in 

California. 

304. Upon information and belief, USAG entered into one or more confidential settlement 

agreements in California involving claims of child sex abuse or other acts that could be 

prosecuted as a felony sex offense by Defendant Nassar. 

305. Notably, California law prohibits confidential settlements in cases involving allegations of 

child sexual abuse or an act that could be prosecuted as a felony sex offense. CAL. CIV. 

PROC. CODE § 1002. 

306. Upon information and belief, Defendant USAG's settlement agreement with McKayla 

Maroney is not the first or the only settlement agreement that USAG has entered into to 

resolve civil claims of victims of sexual abuse by Defendant Nassar against USAG. 

307. Testimony given by an FBI agent at a hearing held on December 21, 2016, alleged, among 

other allegations, that Defendant Nassar used a GoPro camera to record video images of 

children in a swimming pool and that: 

a. Defendant Nassar's hand can be seen grabbing one girl's hand and shoving it into 
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the vaginal area of another girl; and,46

b. Defendant Nassar's thumb can be seen pressing into a child's vagina/vaginal area.' 

308. In mid January 2017, Brooke Lemmen, D.O. submitted a letter of resignation to Mr. 

Strampel amid allegations that she: 

a. Removed several boxes of confidential treatment patient records from Defendant 

MSU's Sports Medicine clinic at Defendant Nassar's request; 

b. Did not disclose to Defendant MSU that Defendant USAG was investigating 

Defendant Nassar as of July 2015; and, 

c. Made a staff member feel pressured not to fully cooperate in an internal investigation 

into allegations against Defendant Nassar. 

309. On February 7, 2017, a superseding indictment added an additional count of "Destruction 

and Concealment of Records and Tangible Objects" alleging between September 19, 2016 

and September 20, 2016, Defendant Nassar "caused a third-party vendor to permanently 

delete and destroy all images, records, documents, and files contained on the hard drive of a 

laptop computer, and the defendant threw in the trash a number of external hard drives."' 

310. Amid allegations that Defendant Klages received concerns regarding Defendant Nassar's 

conduct and "treatment" in 1997/1998, yet dissuaded the complainant from formally 

complaining, and for her passionate defense of Defendant Nassar when allegations against 

him surfaced in fall 2016, on or about February 13, 2017, Defendant MSU suspended Ms. 

Klages from her duties as Head Coach of MSU's Women's Gymnastics team. 

311. Defendant Klages retired from MSU a day after being suspended. 

46 Id. at PageID.49-50. 
47 Id. at PageID.50. 
48 Id. at PageID.88. 
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312. On February 17, 2017, following a Preliminary Examination, Defendant Nassar was ordered 

to stand trial on three charges of First Degree Criminal Sexual Conduct with a Person Under 

13 in Ingham County, Michigan following testimony which included, among others, 

allegations of digital vaginal penetration at Defendant Nassar's residence. 

313. On February 22, 2017, Defendant Nassar was arraigned on 22 counts of First Degree 

Criminal Sexual Conduct with a Person Under 13 and 14 counts of Third Degree Criminal 

Sexual Conduct with a Person Under the age of 13 in Ingham County, Michigan' and Eaton 

County, Michigan.' 

314. In mid-March 2017, Steve Penny resigned as president of Defendant USAG amid allegations 

Defendant USAG failed to promptly notify authorities of allegations raised against 

Defendant Nassar. 

315. Defendant Nassar's Preliminary Examinations on the second set of charges in Ingham 

County was held on May 12, 2017, May 26, 2017, and June 23, 2017. 

316. At the conclusion of the Preliminary Examination, Defendant Nassar was ordered to stand 

trial on 12 counts of First Degree Criminal Sexual Conduct with a Person Under 13 

following testimony by Rachael Denhollander and other, which included among others, 

allegations of digital vaginal penetration by Defendant Nassar. 

317. Defendant Nassar's Preliminary Examination on the charges issued in Eaton County, 

Michigan was held on June 30, 2017. 

318. At the conclusion of the Preliminary Examination, Defendant Nassar was ordered to stand 

'State v. Nassar, Ingham County District Court Case No. 17-00425, see also, 

http://ww-w.michigan.goyidocuments/ag/Nassar affidavit Ingham County charges Feb. 2017 5 
52531 7.pdf 
'State v. Nassar, Eaton County District Court Case No. 17-0318, see also, 
http://www.michigan.govidocuments/ag/Nassar affidavit Eaton County charges Feb. 2017 55 
2536 7.pdf 
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trial on 7 counts of First Degree Criminal Sexual Conduct with a Person Under 13 following 

testimony, which included among others, allegations of digital vaginal penetration by 

Defendant Nassar. 

319. Plaintiffs Jane Cl Doe, Jane C4 Doe, and Jane C5 Doe are among the victims identified in 

the state criminal charges. 

320. On June 26, 2017, Deborah J. Daniels, J.D. released a report titled, "Report to USA 

Gymnastics on Proposed Policy and Procedural Changes for the Protection of Young 

Athletes."' 

321. Ms. Daniels' report proposed 70 separate policy and procedural changes to Defendant 

USAG and in a section titled "Overarching Recommendation: Cultural Shift Throughout 

USA Gymnastics," suggested: 

a. USA Gymnastics needs to undergo a complete cultural change, permeating the entire 

organization and communicated to the field in all its actions. Further, USA 

Gymnastics needs to take action to ensure that this change in culture also is fully 

embraced by the clubs that host member coaches, instructors and athletes." 

322. Included within the 70 separate policy and procedural changes suggested by Daniels' were 

the following recommendations: 

a. Seek Individuals With Expertise in Child Protection for Leadership Team; 

b. Change Culture of Entire Staff to Athlete Safety First; 

c. Provide a Stronger Support System to Athletes; 

d. Permit Third-Party Reporting of Policy Violations and Abuse to USA Gymnastics by 

Third Parties; 

51 Available at, https: / /us agym.org /PDFs /About%20 USA%20Gynulastics ddreport 062617.p df. 
Last accessed February 28, 2018. 
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e. Require Reporting of Abuse and Reporting of Policy Violations; 

f. Enforce Serious Consequences for Failure to Report Abuse; 

g. Expand Reporting Methods to Encourage and Facilitate Reporting; 

h. Accept and Investigate Reports Relating to Misconduct by a Member in Which the 

Victim is a Non-Member; and, 

i. Provide Training to All Members and Staff Regarding Reporting Requirements. 

323. To date, it is unknown how many, if any, of the 70 recommendations have been 

implemented by Defendant USAG or USAG member gyms, coaches, and volunteers. 

324. On July 10, 2017, Defendant Nassar plead guilty to the federal charges of child pornography, 

receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography, and destruction and concealment of records 

and tangible objects. 

325. On November 22, 2017, Defendant Nassar plead guilty to 7 counts of first-degree criminal 

sexual conduct in Ingham County Michigan. 

326. On November 29, 2017, Defendant Nassar plead guilty to 3 counts of first degree criminal 

sexual conduct in Eaton County Michigan. 

327. On December 7, 2017 Defendant Nassar was sentenced in federal court to a 720 month (60 

year) prison term. The sentence included three 240 month (20 year) terms to be served 

consecutively. 

328. From, January 16, 2018 to January 24, 2018, a sentencing hearing was held in Ingham 

County Michigan for the 7 counts of First Degree Criminal Sexual Conduct to which 

Defendant Nassar plead guilty. 

329. From January 31, 2018 to February 5, 2018, a sentencing hearing was held in Eaton County 

Michigan for the 3 counts of First Degree Criminal Sexual Conduct to which 

Defendant Nassar plead guilty. 

47 

Case 1:18-cv-01169   ECF No. 1 filed 10/15/18   PageID.50   Page 50 of 138Case 19-50012    Doc 134-4    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 277 of 365



330. Hundreds of Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon, as well as others who are not Plaintiffs, 

provided victim impact statements at the hearings. 

331. Some of the Plaintiffs who were seeking to proceed anonymously in this litigation chose to 

publicly identify themselves at the sentencing hearing. 

332. In total, approximately 204 victim impact statements were given over 9 days in two counties. 

The first speaker, was Plaintiff Kyle Stephens—the last speaker, was Plaintiff Rachael 

Denhollander. They bookended many of the periods of abuse by Nassar of the Plaintiff Jane 

BR 2 Doe and the other consolidated member cases, including Plaintiff Gordon. 

333. On January 24, 2018, Defendant Nassar was sentenced to a 40 to 175 year prison term in 

Ingham County, Michigan. 

334. On February 5, 2018, Defendant Nassar was sentenced to a 40 to 125 year prison term in 

Eaton County, Michigan. 

335. During and in the wake of the sentencing hearings: 

a. Geddert was suspended by Defendant USAG on or around January 22, 2018, 

announced his retirement a few days later, and ostensibly transferred ownership and 

control of Twistars to his wife Kathryn Geddert; 

b. Ms. Simon resigned as President of Defendant MSU on January 24, 2018; 

c. Mr. Hollis resigned as Athletic Director of Defendant MSU on January 26, 2018; 

d. By January 31, 2018, the entire board of Defendant USAG resigned under threat of 

decertification by the USOC. 

e. Steps to revoke Defendant Strampel's tenure and terminate his employment were 

initiated on or around February 9, 2018, with Defendant MSU stating publicly, 

". . .Strampel did not act with the level of professionalism we expect from individuals 

who hold senior leadership positions, particularly in a position that involves student 
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and patient safety. .. Further allegations have arisen that question whether his 

personal conduct over a long period of time met MSU's standards."' 

f. Scott Blackmun resigned as USOC Chief Executive Officer on February 28, 2018.' 

g. Numerous other high level officials of Defendant USAG and USOC resigned. 

IV. SPECIFIC FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS OF JANE BR 1 DOE AS NEXT FRIEND 
OF MINOR PLAINTIFF JANE BR 2 DOE 

336. That minor Plaintiff Jane BR 2 Doe was sexually molested by Dr. Nassar between the years of 

2011 and 2016, from the age of nine years old (9) to fourteen (14) under the guise of 

legitimate medical treatment. 

337. That at all pertinent times, she was a paying member of USA Gymnastics Inc. 

338. That the sexual molestation was done while receiving treatment for her back and lower 

extremity ailments from Nassar at the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic as well as Defendant 

Nassar's home, while receiving treatment ostensibly for her back. 

339. That Nassar would engage in ungloved digital penetration of the minor child while rubbing 

her genital area. 

340. That if other individuals or a parent was in the room, he would position himself in such a 

way that he could hide what he was doing. 

341. That Nassar sexually molested this minor child at the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic. 

sz See, Engler Takes First step to Remove Strampel, February 8, 2018, available at 
hap : Hmsutoday. ms u.edu / news / 2018 / e ngle r- ta ke s- firs t-s tep to-remove-stra tripeli. Last accessed 
Feb. 25, 2018. 
ss U.S. Olympic Committee CEO Scott Blackmun resigns, A.J. Perez, available at 
https: /www. indy s tar. cam/story /sports /alympics /2018 / 02128/u-s-olympic-committee-ceo-scott-
blackrnun-resignsf382569002/. Last accessed February 28, 2018. 
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342. That Nassar would schedule follow-up visits to his treatment at the MSU Sports Medicine 

Clinic at his home, where he would then also sexually molest the minor at his residence in 

Holt, Michigan. 

343. That Nassar took special interest in the minor, and made her feel like she was getting special 

privileges by inviting her and her family to his home. 

344. That Jane BR 2 Doe was a Gymnast and her and her family knew of Nassar's 

reputation as a result of him being promoted and acclaimed as a renowned doctor for gymnasts 

by USAG. 

345. That Plaintiff was a business invitee at the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic from 2011 

through 2016 when she was treated by Dr. Nassar. 

346. That Nassar's repeated serial molestations of this minor Plaintiff has caused psychological 

trauma that will continue to result in psychological trauma long into the future. 

V. FRAUDULAN T CONCEALMENT 

A. DEFENDANT NASSAR 

347. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

348. Plaintiff had a special relationship with Defendant Nassar given the physician-patient 

relationship. 

349. Given the special relationship, Defendant Nassar had an affirmative duty to disclose, and to 

warn and protect the athletes and patients who sought medical treatment from sexual abuse, 

assault, and molestation. 

350. Plaintiff hereby alleges that Defendant Nassar committed Fraudulent Concealment by 

committing Fraud, as described in detail above and below, and concealing the existence of 

Plaintiff's claims and that Plaintiff had a cause of action against Defendant Nassar and/or 
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Defendant MSU at the time his sexual assaults occurred making a material representation(s) 

to Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by: 

a. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was a "new 

procedure" which involved vaginal or anal penetration; 

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as "treatment," as a pelvic 

adjustment; 

c. making the statement, referring to his conduct as treatment for lower back pain. 

d. Making the statement, referring to his conduct as Osteo Manual Manipulation 

(OMM ) therapy. 

e. making the statement, referring to his conduct as treatment for back being out of 

alignment. 

f. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "treatment" and 

that it was the same that he performed on Olympic athletes; 

g. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "attempting to 

manipulate [their] ribs;" and, 

h. making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff; that the position of his hand was in an 

appropriate place, when it was not and while he was digitally penetrating Plaintiff, all 

which were made contemporaneously and/or shortly after the abrupt, sudden, quick, 

and unexpected sexual assaults by Defendant Nassar. 

351. The material representation(s) to Plaintiff were false, in that he was actually performing them 

for his own sexual gratification and pleasure evidenced by his observed arousal, flushed face, 

and closing of the eyes during the conduct. 
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352. When Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s), he knew that they were false, 

in that he knew that the "treatment[s]" were not proper, appropriate, legitimate, and/or 

considered within standard of care by any physician of any specialty and/or sports therapist. 

353. Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s) with the intent that the material 

representation(s) should be acted or relied upon by Plaintiff or her parents, such that 

Plaintiff: 

a. Should believe that the "treatments" were in fact legitimate medical "treatments;" 

b. Should believe that the "treatment[s]" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. Should not believe that they had been sexually assaulted; 

d. Should not believe that they had been sexually assaulted so that he could prevent 

discovery of his sexual assaults; 

e. Should continue the "treatment[s]" so that he could continue to sexually assault 

them; 

f. Should not question and/or report the conduct to appropriate authorities; and 

g. Should not reasonably believe and not be aware of a possible cause of action that 

they have against Defendant Nassar and/or Defendant MSU. 

354. Plaintiff acted in reliance upon the material representation(s), in that Plaintiff: 

a. reasonably believed that the "treatments" were in fact "treatments;" 

b. reasonably believed that the "treatments" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. reasonably did not believe that they had been sexually assaulted; 

d. believed that they should continue the "treatment[s];" 

e. did not believe that they should question and/or report the conduct to appropriate 

authorities; and, 
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f. did not reasonably believe that they had and were not aware of a possible cause of 

action that they had against Defendant Nassar and/or the MSU Defendants. 

355. Plaintiff thereby suffered injury, in that Plaintiff: 

a. could not stop future sexual assaults; 

b. continued to undergo the "treatment[s]" and sexual assaults; 

c. and suffered discomfort, sleep deprivation, physical illness, severe emotional distress, 

shock, humiliation, fright, grief, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, loss of 

familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life and will continue to suffer pain of 

mind and body, were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing 

Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and has sustained 

and continues to sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and has required and 

will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to address 

the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants' actions. 

356. Concealing the fraud by making a fraudulent material representation(s) to Plaintiff that 

was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent 

subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that he made a material representation(s) to Plaintiff 

involving a past or existing fact by: 

a. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct were a "new 

procedure" which involved vaginal or anal penetration; 

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as "treatment," as a pelvic 

adjustment; 

c. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "treatment" and 

that it was the same that he performed on Olympic athletes; 
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d. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "attempting to 

manipulate [their] ribs;" and, 

e. making the statement that he was performing OMM therapy. 

f. making the statement that the position of his hand was in an appropriate place—

when it was not—while he was digitally penetrating Plaintiff, all of which were made 

contemporaneously and/or shortly after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected 

sexual assaults by Defendant Nassar. 

357. Concealing the fraud by affirmative act(s) that was/were designed and/or planned to 

prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in 

that he: 

a. positioned himself in a manner in which parents or chaperones in the room could 

not see his conduct, so that he could conceal and prevent discovery of his conduct; 

b. dismissed a medical professional from the room, during an examination of Plaintiff 

while he was digitally penetrating Plaintiff, who questioned the placement of his 

hands; 

c. prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, guardians, and/or 

caregivers from being in the room during examinations and treatments of Plaintiff so 

that he could sexually assault Plaintiff; 

d. did not abide by or follow the standard and care which requires another medical 

professional, chaperone, parent, guardian, and/or caregiver be in the room during 

the examination and treatment of minors and female patients; 

e. did not abide by or follow the restrictions that had been put into place in 2014 by 

Defendant MSU restricting his examination and treatment of patients only with 

another person in the room; and, 
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f. gave Plaintiff, at appointments, gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, leotards, and other 

items, some with USAG logos and others without, in order to gain their trust. 

358. The actions and inactions of Defendant Nassar, as described in the preceding paragraphs, 

constituted Fraudulent Concealment. 

359. At all times pertinent to this action, Defendant Nassar was an agent, apparent agent, servant, 

and employee of Defendant MSU and operated within the scope of his employment and his 

negligence is imputed to Defendant MSU. 

360. At all times material hereto, Plaintiff was entirely free of any negligence contributing to the 

injuries and damages hereinafter alleged. 

a. Plaintiff did not know, could not have reasonably known, and was reasonably unaware 

of a possible cause of action that they had against Defendant Nassar and/or Defendant 

MSU until after they saw publication and stories that Dr Nassar's actions were 

inappropriate sexual conduct. 

b. Plaintiff reasonably relied on the Fraud committed by Defendant Nassar by his material 

representations and concealment of the true nature of his "treatments [s]"and his actions; 

c. Plaintiff was a minor at the time of the assaults and "treatments;" 

d. Plaintiff did not know what a legitimate and appropriately performed infra-vaginal or 

intra-anal/rectal treatment was like because they had never experienced and/or had an 

infra-vaginal or intra-anal/rectal treatment before; 

e. Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had an infra-vaginal treatment before because 

they had never been treated by a physician and/or therapist that performed them; 

f. Plaintiff did not know what a legitimate and appropriately performed pelvic, vaginal, 

anal, and/or breast exam was like because they had never experienced and/or had a 

pelvic, vaginal, anal, and/or breast exam before; 
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g. Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had a pelvic and/or vaginal exam before because 

pelvic and/or vaginal exams are not recommended and routinely performed until a 

female reaches at least the age of 18 years old, pursuant to longstanding 

recommendations in the literature, expert opinions, treatment guidelines, and position 

statement from the American Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy of Family 

Physicians, American Cancer Society, American College of Obstetricians and 

Gynecologists, American Society for Clinical Pathology, and American Society for 

Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology; 

h. Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had a breast exam before because breast exams 

are not recommended and routinely performed until a female reaches at least the age of 

21 years old, pursuant to longstanding recommendations in the literature, expert 

opinions, treatment guidelines, and position statement from the American Academy of 

Pediatrics, American Academy of Family Physicians, American Cancer Society, American 

College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, American Society for Clinical Pathology; 

i. Because of these recommendations and never having had one of these treatments or 

exams, it was very difficult if not impossible for Plaintiff to differentiate a legitimate and 

appropriately performed infra-vaginal treatment, pelvic, vaginal, anal, and/or breast 

exam from a sexual assault; 

Plaintiff could not have possibly known because there were no parents, chaperones, 

guardians, caregivers, and/or other medical professionals in the room during the 

"treatments" to observe, question, and/or discover that his "treatments" were sexual 

assaults and inform Plaintiff that she had been sexually assaulted and had a cause of 

action against Defendant Nassar; 
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k. In the instances where a parent was present in the room, Defendant Nassar's actions to 

conceal the physical assaults from the view of the parents prevented the parents from 

discovering that his "treatments" were sexual assaults and informing Plaintiff that she 

had been sexually assaulted and had a cause of action against Defendant Nassar; 

1. Based on Neuroscience, the prefrontal cortex of the brain, which we use to make 

decisions and distinguish right from wrong, is not fully formed until around the age of 

23; 

m. Based on Neuroscience, as the prefrontal cortex of the brain matures teenagers are able 

to make better judgments; 

n. Plaintiff was intimidated by Defendant Nassar's notoriety and reputation and therefore 

believed his misrepresentations that the "treatment[s]" were legitimate and appropriate; 

o. Plaintiff trusted Defendant Nassar due to his notoriety and reputation; 

p. Plaintiff trusted Defendant Nassar because he groomed her to believe that his 

"treatments" were legitimate; 

q. Plaintiff trusted and felt that Defendant Nassar was a friend because at appointments he 

gave Plaintiff gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, leotards, and other items, some with 

USAG logos and others without, in order to gain their trust; 

r. Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that she could possibly sue or had a 

possible cause of action because they were minors and young females who were not 

knowledgeable or aware of the civil justice system; 

s. Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that she could possibly sue or had a 

possible cause of action because she was a minor not knowledgeable or aware of any 

remedy at law; 
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t. Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that she could possibly sue or had a 

possible cause of action evidenced by the fact that so many other girls had been sexually 

assaulted by Defendant Nassar over the past few decades, none of them had a reason to 

believe or be aware that they could possibly sue or had a possible cause of action in the 

past; and none of them have ever sued him in the past; 

u. Plaintiff was never told by Defendant Nassar that his conduct was sexual in nature and 

not legitimate and appropriate "treatment[s]" and to conceal the sexual conduct from 

their parents and others, unlike other victims of sexual abuse who are typically told by 

their perpetrators that their conduct is of a sexual nature and to conceal the sexual 

conduct from their parents and others; 

v. Plaintiff was compelled by Defendant Nassar to undergo "treatment[s]" like other 

athletes if she wanted to continue being involved in her relevant sport therefore the 

"treatments" were legitimate and appropriate; 

w. Plaintiff was a minor, therefore easily suggestible; and, 

x. Plaintiff had never previously heard about any allegations in the media regarding sexual 

assaults or misconduct by Defendant Nassar. 

B. THE MSU DEFENDANTS 

361. Plaintiff realleges and incorporate by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

362. Plaintiff sought treatment at Defendant MSU's Sports Medicine Sports Clinic and was in a 

special relationship in which Plaintiff paid or was billed for medical treatment 

363. That furthermore, MSU held Nassar out as a premier doctor in the field of Sports Medicine. 

364. Given the special relationship, the MSU Defendants had a duty to disclose, and to warn and to 

protect the athletes who sought treatment at its facility with its doctor. 
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365. Plaintiff hereby alleged that Defendant MSU committed Fraudulent Concealment by 

committing Fraud, and by failing to disclose, warn or protect as described in detail above 

and below, and concealing the existence of Plaintiff's claims and that Plaintiff had a cause of 

action against Defendant Nassar and/or the MSU Defendants at the time the sexual assaults 

occurred by Defendant Nassar making material representation(s) to Plaintiff. 

366. Defendant MSU's sports medicine Deans, trainers, employees, staff, managers, supervisors, 

directors, agents, apparent agents, and/or servants made material representation(s) to 

Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by making statements that: 

a. Defendant Nassar was an "Olympic doctor" and "knew what he was doing" in 

regard to performing appropriate "treatments;" 

b. Defendant Nassar was a "world-renowned doctor" and that "it was legitimate 

medical treatment," in regard to the legitimacy and appropriateness of the 

"treatments;" 

c. Defendant Nassar's conduct was "not sexual abuse," 

d. Defendant Nassar was a "world-renowned doctor;" and, 

e. that Defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatment[s]" were "medically appropriate" 

and "[n]ot of a sexual nature" because the complainant "didn't understand the 

"nuanced difference" between sexual assault and an appropriate medical 

procedure;" 

f. that when a report was made in 1995, the MSU Dean stated that it would be handled 

and rectified. 

367. The material representation(s) to Plaintiff was false, in that the MSU Defendants had 

previously received strikingly similar complaints of abuse by Defendant Nassar from other 
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students and student athletes and knew that the appropriateness of his "treatment[s]" had 

been questioned in the past. 

368. The MSU Defendants made the material representation(s), they knew that they were false 

and/or made the material representation(s) recklessly, without any knowledge of their truth 

and as a positive assertion, in that they knew that Defendant MSU had previously received 

strikingly similar complaints of abuse by Defendant Nassar from other students and student 

athletes and knew that the appropriateness of his "treatment[s]" had been questioned in the 

past. 

369. The MSU Defendants made the material representation(s) with the intent that the material 

representation(s) should be acted upon by Plaintiff, in that Plaintiff: 

a. Should believe that the "treatments" were in fact "treatments;" 

b. Should believe that the "treatment[s]" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. Should not believe that they had been sexually assaulted; 

d. Should not believe that they had been sexually assaulted so as to not contact the 

Police; 

e. Should continue the "treatment[s]" 

f. Should not question and/or report the conduct to appropriate authorities; and, 

g. Should not reasonably believe and not be aware of a possible cause of action that 

they have against Defendant Nassar and/or Defendant MSU. 

370. Plaintiff acted in reliance upon the material representation(s), in that Plaintiff: 

a. Reasonably believed that the "treatments" were in fact "treatments;" 

b. Reasonably believed that the "treatments" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. Reasonably did not believe that she had been sexually assaulted; 

d. Believed that she should continue the "treatment[s];" 
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e. Did not believe that they needed to question and/or report the conduct to 

appropriate authorities; and, 

f. Did not reasonably believe that she had and was not aware of a possible cause of 

action that they had against Defendant Nassar and/or Defendant MSU. 

371. Plaintiff thereby suffered injury, in that Plaintiff: 

a. Could not stop the sexual assaults; 

b. Continued to undergo the "treatment[s]" and sexual assaults; and, 

c. Suffered discomfort, cognitive changes, sleep deprivation, severe emotional distress, 

shock, humiliation, fright, grief, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, loss of 

familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life and will continue to suffer pain of 

mind and body, were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing 

Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and has sustained 

and may sustain in the future, loss of earnings and earning capacity; and have 

required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and 

hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants' 

actions. 

372. Defendant Nassar in concealing the fraud by making a fraudulent material representation(s) 

to Plaintiff that was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape 

investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that made a material 

representation(s) to Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by: 

a. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct were a "new 

procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 
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b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as "treatment," as a 

pelvic adjustment; 

c. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "checking 

your sternum;" 

d. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was doing a 

"breast exam;" 

e. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "treatment" 

and that it was the same that he performed on Olympic athletes; 

f. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "attempting 

to manipulate [their] ribs;" and, 

g. making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff and another medical professional; that 

the position of his hand was in an appropriate place, when it was not and while 

he was digitally penetrating Plaintiff, all which were made contemporaneously 

and/or shortly after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by 

Defendant Nassar. 

373. Defendant Nassar concealed the fraud by an affirmative act(s) that was/were designed 

and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent 

discovery of his fraud, in that he: 
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a. positioned himself in a manner in which parents or chaperones in the room 

could not see his conduct, so that he could conceal and prevent discovery of his 

conduct; 

b. dismissed a medical professional from the room, during an examination of 

Plaintiff while he was digitally penetrating Plaintiff, who questioned the 

placement of his hands; 

c. prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, guardians, and/or 

caregivers from being in the room during examinations and treatments of 

Plaintiff so that he could sexually assault Plaintiff; 

d. did not abide by or follow the standard and care which requires another medical 

professional, chaperone, parent, guardian, and/or caregiver be in the room 

during the examination and treatment of minors and female patients; 

e. did not abide by or follow the restrictions that had been put into place in 2014 or 

before by Defendant MSU restricting his examination and treatment of patients 

only with another person in the room; and, 

f. gave Plaintiff special treatment at his home, special massages, entrance through 

the back door, special appointments, and gifts in order to gain her trust and that 

of her parents. 

374. The MSU Defendants concealed the fraud by making a fraudulent material representation(s) 

to Plaintiff that was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape 

investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that they made a material 

representation(s) to Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by: 

a. Making the statement that Defendant Nassar was an "Olympic doctor" and 

"knew what he was doing" in regard to performing appropriate "treatments;" 
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b. Making the statement that Defendant Nassar was a "world-renowned doctor" 

and that "it was legitimate medical treatment," in regard to the legitimacy and 

appropriateness of the "treatments;" 

c. Making the statement that Defendant Nassar's conduct was "not sexual abuse," 

d. Making the statement that Defendant Nassar was a "world-renowned doctor;" 

and, 

e. Making the statement that Defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatment[s]" were 

"medically appropriate" and "[n]ot of a sexual nature" because the complainant 

"didn't understand the "nuanced difference" between sexual assault and an 

appropriate medical procedure." 

375. The material representation(s) to Plaintiff were false, in that the MSU Defendants had 

previously received strikingly similar complaints of abuse by Defendant Nassar from other 

patients, students, and student athletes and knew that the appropriateness of his 

"treatment[s]" had been questioned in the past. 

376. When the MSU Defendants made the material representation(s), they knew that they were 

false and/or made the material representation(s) recklessly, without any knowledge of their 

truth and as a positive assertion, in that they knew that Defendant MSU had previously 

received strikingly similar complaints of abuse by Defendant Nassar from other students and 

student athletes and knew that the appropriateness of his "treatment[s]" had been 

questioned in the past. 

377. The MSU Defendants made the material representation(s) with the intent that the material 

representation(s) should be acted upon by Plaintiff, in that Plaintiff: 

a. should believe that the "treatments" were in fact "treatments;" 

b. should believe that the "treatment[s]" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 
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c. should not believe that they had been sexually assaulted; 

d. should not question and/or report the conduct to other authorities; and, 

e. should not reasonably believe and not be aware of a possible cause of action that 

they have against Defendant Nassar and/or the MSU Defendants. 

378. Plaintiff acted in reliance upon the material representation(s), in that Plaintiff: 

a. reasonably believed that the "treatments" were in fact "treatments;" 

b. reasonably believed that the "treatments" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. reasonably did not believe that they had been sexually assaulted; 

d. reasonably believed that they should continue the "treatment[s];" 

e. did not believe that they should question and/or report the conduct to appropriate 

authorities; and, 

f. did not reasonably believe that they had and were not aware of a possible cause of 

action that they had against Defendant Nassar and/or Defendant MSU. 

379. Plaintiff thereby suffered injury, in that Plaintiff: 

a. could not stop the sexual assault; 

b. continued to undergo the "treatment[s]" and sexual assaults; and, 

c. Suffered discomfort, infections, cognitive changes, sleep deprivation, physical illness, 

vomiting, severe emotional distress, shock, humiliation, fright, grief, embarrassment, 

loss of self-esteem, disgrace, loss of familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life 

and will continue to suffer pain of mind and body, were prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and have sustained and may sustain in the future, loss of earnings 

and earning capacity; and has required and will continue to require treatment, 
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therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair 

caused by Defendants' actions. 

d. The MSU Defendants concealed the fraud by making a fraudulent material 

representation(s) to Plaintiff that was/were designed and/or planned to prevent 

inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in 

that they made a material representation(s) to Plaintiff involving a past or existing 

fact by: 

e. making the statement that Defendant Nassar was an "Olympic doctor" and "knew 

what he was doing" in regard to performing appropriate "treatments;" 

f. making the statement that Defendant Nassar was a "world-renowned doctor" and 

that "it was legitimate medical treatment," in regards to the legitimacy and 

appropriateness of the "treatments;" 

g. making the statement that Defendant Nassar's conduct was "not sexual abuse," that 

he was a "world-renowned doctor;" and, 

h. making the statement that Defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatment[s]" were 

"medically appropriate" and "[n]ot of a sexual nature" because the complainant 

"didn't understand the "nuanced difference" between sexual assault and an 

appropriate medical procedure;" 

380. The MSU Defendants concealed the fraud by affirmative acts that were designed and/or 

planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his 

fraud, in that they: 

a. ignored, refused, and failed to inquire, question, and investigate the complaints and 

take action regarding Defendant Nassar's "treatments;" 
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b. did not create a policy to require adults, parents, chaperones, guardians, and/or 

caregivers presence during an examination of a minor or female by a physician; and, 

c. did not enforce the restrictions that had been put into place in 2014 by Defendant 

MSU restricting his examination and treatment of patients only with another person 

in the room; 

a. Plaintiff did not know, could not have reasonably known, and were reasonably 

unaware of a possible cause of action that they had against Defendant Nassar and/or 

the MSU Defendants until his sexual assaults were brought to light in the news and 

otherwise. 

b. Plaintiff reasonably relied on the Fraud committed by Defendant Nassar by his 

material representations and concealment of the true nature of his 

"treatrnents[s]"and his actions; 

c. Plaintiff was a minor at the time of the assaults and "treatments;" 

d. Plaintiff did not know what a legitimate and appropriately performed infra-vaginal 

treatment was like because they had never experienced and/or had an infra-vaginal 

treatment before; 

e. Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had an infra-vaginal treatment before because 

they had never been treated by a physician and/or therapist that performed them; 

f. Plaintiff did not know what a legitimate and appropriately performed pelvic, vaginal, 

anal, and/or breast exam was like because they had never experienced and/or had a 

pelvic, vaginal, anal, and/or breast exam before; 

g. Plaintiff had never experienced and/or had a pelvic and/or vaginal exam before 

because pelvic and/or vaginal exams are not recommended and routinely performed 

until a female reaches at least the age of 18 years old, pursuant to longstanding 
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recommendations in the literature, expert opinions, treatment guidelines, and 

position statement from the American Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy of 

Family Physicians, American Cancer Society, American College of Obstetricians and 

Gynecologists, American Society for Clinical Pathology, and American Society for 

Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology to name a few; 

h. Because of these recommendations and never having had one of these treatments or 

exams, it was very difficult if not impossible for Plaintiff to differentiate a legitimate 

and appropriately performed infra-vaginal treatment, pelvic, vaginal, anal, and/or 

breast exam from a sexual assault; 

1. Plaintiff could not have possibly known because there were no parents, chaperones, 

guardians, caregivers, and/or other medical professionals in the room during the 

"treatments" to observe, question, and/or discover that his "treatments" were sexual 

assaults and inform Plaintiff that they had been sexually assaulted and had a cause of 

action against Defendant Nassar; 

In the instances where a parent was present in the room, Defendant Nassar's acted 

to conceal the physical assaults from the view of the parents prevented the parents 

from discovering that his "treatments" were sexual assaults and informing Plaintiff 

that they had been sexually assaulted and had a cause of action against Defendant 

Nassar; 

k. Based on Neuroscience, the prefrontal cortex of the brain, which we use to make 

decisions and distinguish right from wrong, is not fully formed until around the age 

of 23; 

1. Based on Neuroscience, as the prefrontal cortex of the brain matures teenagers are 

able to make better judgments; 
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m. Plaintiff was intimidated by Defendant Nassar's notoriety and reputation and 

therefore believed his misrepresentations that the "treatment[s]" were legitimate and 

appropriate; 

n. Plaintiff trusted Defendant Nassar due to his notoriety and reputation; 

o. Plaintiff trusted Defendant Nassar because he groomed them to believe that his 

"treatments" were in fact legitimate "treatments;" 

P. Plaintiff trusted and felt that Defendant Nassar was a friend because he gave 

patients, at appointments, gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, leotards, and other items, 

some with USAG logos and others without, in order to gain their trust; 

q. Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that they could possibly sue or had a 

possible cause of action because she was a minor who was not knowledgeable or 

aware of the civil justice system; 

r. Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that they could possibly sue or had a 

possible cause of action because she was a minors who was not knowledgeable or 

aware of any remedy at law; 

s. Plaintiff had no reason to believe or be aware that she could possibly sue or had a 

possible cause of action evidenced by the fact that so many other girls had been 

sexually assaulted by Defendant Nassar over the past few decades, none of them had 

a reason to believe or be aware that they could possibly sue or had a possible cause 

of action in the past; and none of them have ever sued him in the past; 

t. Plaintiff was never told by Defendant Nassar that his conduct was sexual in nature 

and not legitimate and appropriate "treatment[s]" and to conceal the sexual conduct 

from their parents and others, unlike other victims of sexual abuse who are typically 

69 

Case 1:18-cv-01169   ECF No. 1 filed 10/15/18   PageID.72   Page 72 of 138Case 19-50012    Doc 134-4    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 299 of 365



told by their perpetrators that their conduct is of a sexual nature and to conceal the 

sexual conduct from their parents and others; 

u. Plaintiff was compelled by Defendant Nassar to undergo "treatment[s]" like other 

athletes if they wanted to continue being involved in their relevant sport therefore 

the "treatments" were legitimate and appropriate; 

v. Plaintiff was a minor, therefore they were easily suggestible; 

w. Plaintiff had never previously heard about any allegations in the media regarding 

sexual assaults or misconduct by Defendant Nassar; 

x. Plaintiff reasonably relied on the Fraud committed by Defendant MSU by their 

material representations and concealment of the true nature of Defendant Nassar's 

"treatments [s]"and his actions; 

y. Plaintiff trusted Defendant MSU that they would protect Plaintiff from harm and 

not hire, employ, and/or retain a physician that had, was, or would perform 

illegitimate and/or inappropriate "treatment[s]," engage in inappropriate conduct, 

and/or sexually assault patients, students, and/or athletes; 

z. Plaintiff was never told by Defendant MSU that Defendant Nassar's conduct and 

"treatment[s]" were inappropriate and sexual assault, to the contrary Plaintiff was 

told that Defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatment[s]" were appropriate and 

legitimate "treatment[s]," "not sexual abuse," "medically appropriate," and In]ot of 

a sexual nature" from a "world-renowned" and "Olympic doctor," who "knew what 

he was doing" and that Plaintiff, because of her age and inexperience with intra-

vaginal treatment, pelvic, vaginal, anal, and/or breast exams, "didn't understand the 

`nuanced difference' between sexual assault and an appropriate medical procedure;" 
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aa. Plaintiff reasonably relied on Defendant MSU to protect them and Defendant MSU's 

statements; and, 

bb. Some Plaintiffs were compelled by Defendant MSU to undergo "treatment[sj" like 

other athletes if they wanted to continue being involved in their relevant sport 

therefore the "treatments" were legitimate and appropriate. 

381. The actions and inactions of the MSU Defendants and Defendant Nassar, as described in 

the preceding paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment. 

382. At all times pertinent to this action, Defendant Nassar was an agent, apparent agent, servant, 

and employee of Defendant MSU and operated within the scope of his employment and his 

Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to Defendant MSU. 

383. The actions and inactions of the sports medicine trainers, trainers, employees, staff, 

managers, supervisors, deans and directors of the MSU Defendants, as described in the 

preceding paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment. 

384. At all times pertinent to this action, the sports medicine trainers, trainers, employees, staff, 

managers, supervisors, and directors of Defendant MSU were agents, apparent agents, 

servants, and employees of Defendant MSU and operated within the scope of their 

employment and their Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to Defendant MSU. 

385. At all times material hereto, Plaintiff was entirely free of any negligence contributing to the 

injuries and damages hereinafter alleged. 

C. DEFENDANT USA GYMNASTICS (hereafter USAG) AS TO JANE BR 2 

DOE 

386. Plaintiff realleges and incorporate by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 
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387. Plaintiff had a special and fiduciary relationship with Defendant USAG by virtue of being 

dues paying members with Defendant USAG. 

388. Plaintiff was often under the direct supervision and control of USAG or its agents and was 

in fact in loco parentis with USAG while receiving "treatment" from Defendant Nassar. 

389. Oftentimes while training and while competing at USAG sanctioned events Plaintiff was 

away from her parents and under the complete care, custody, and control of USAG. 

390. Given the special and fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff and Defendant USAG, 

Defendant USAG had an affirmative duty to disclose, and to warn and protect their 

members who sought Defendant Nassar's medical treatment from sexual abuse, assault, and 

molestation. 

391. Plaintiff was a minor who trusted Defendant USAG who recommended Defendant Nassar 

to provide her with medical services and who also possessed sensitive and confidential 

information about their health. 

392. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the Fraud claims made below and hereby alleges that 

Defendant USAG committed Fraudulent Concealment by committing Fraud, as described in 

detail above and below, and concealing the existence of Plaintiff's claims and that Plaintiff 

had a cause of action against Defendant Nassar and/or Defendant USAG at the time his 

sexual assaults occurred by Defendant Nassar making a material representation(s) to Plaintiff 

specifically involving a past or existing fact by: 

a. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct were a "new 

procedure" which involved vaginal or anal penetration; 

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as "treatment," as a pelvic 

adjustment or hip alignment procedure and treatment for back pain; and hamstring 

stretching and gait abnormality; 
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c. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was treating sciatica. 

d. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "treatment" and 

that it was the same that he performed on Olympic athletes; 

e. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "attempting to 

manipulate [their] ribs;" and, 

f. making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff and her parent that the position of his 

hand was in an appropriate place—when it was not—and while he was digitally 

penetrating Plaintiff, all of which were made contemporaneously and/or shortly after 

the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by Defendant Nassar. 

393. The material representation(s) to Plaintiff by Defendant Nassar were false, in that he was 

actually performing them for his own sexual gratification and pleasure evidenced by his 

observed arousal, flushed face, and closing of the eyes during the conduct. 

394. When Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s), he knew that they were false, 

in that he knew that the "treatment[s]" were not proper, appropriate, legitimate, and/or 

considered within standard of care by any physician of any specialty and/or sports therapist; 

395. Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s) with the intent that the material 

representation(s) should be acted upon by Plaintiff, in that Plaintiff: 

a. should believe that the "treatments" were in fact "treatments;" 

b. should believe that the "treatment[s]" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. should not believe that they had been sexually assaulted; should not believe that they 

had been sexually assaulted so that he could prevent discovery of his sexual assaults; 

d. should continue the "treatment[s]" so that he could continue to sexually assault 

them; 

e. should not question and/or report the conduct to appropriate authorities; and, 
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f. should not reasonably believe and not be aware of a possible cause of action that 

they have against Defendant Nassar and/or Defendant USAG. 

396. Plaintiff acted in reliance upon Defendant Nassar's material representation(s), in that 

Plaintiff: 

a. reasonably believed that the "treatments" were in fact "treatments;" 

b. reasonably believed that the "treatments" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. reasonably did not believe that they had been sexually assaulted; 

d. believed that they should continue the "treatment[s];" 

e. did not believe that they should question and/or report the conduct to appropriate 

authorities; and did not reasonably believe that they had and were not aware of a 

possible cause of action that they had against Defendant Nassar and/or Defendant 

USAG. 

397. Plaintiff thereby suffered injury, in that Plaintiff: 

a. could not stop the sexual assault; 

b. continued to undergo the "treatment[s]" and sexual assaults; and, 

c. Suffered discomfort, cognitive changes, sleep deprivation, physical illness, severe 

emotional distress, shock, humiliation, fright, grief, embarrassment, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, loss of familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life and will 

continue to suffer pain of mind and body, were prevented and will continue to be 

prevented from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and have sustained and may sustain in the future, loss of earnings 

and earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, 

therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair 

caused by Defendants' actions. 
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398. Defendant Nassar concealed the fraud by making a fraudulent material representation(s) to 

Plaintiff that was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation 

and prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that he made a material representation(s) 

to Plaintiff involving a past or existing fact by: 

a. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct were a "new 

procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as "treatment," as a pelvic 

adjustment or hip alignment procedure and treatment for back pain pain; 

c. making the statement, explaining, that his acts were conducting "OMM." 

d. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "treatment" and 

that it was the same that he performed on Olympic athletes; 

e. making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff and her parent the position of his hand 

was in an appropriate place—when it was not—and while he was digitally 

penetrating Plaintiff, all which were made contemporaneously and/or shortly after 

the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by Defendant Nassar. 

399. Defendant Nassar concealing the fraud by an affirmative act(s) that was/were designed 

and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent 

discovery of his fraud, in that he: 

a. positioned himself in a manner in which parents or chaperones in the room could 

not see his conduct, so that he could conceal and prevent discovery of his conduct; 

b. prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, guardians, and/or 

caregivers from being in the room during examinations and treatments of Plaintiff so 

that he could sexually assault Plaintiff; 
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c. did not abide by or follow Defendant USAG's Code of Ethics, Participant Welfare 

Policy, Safety/Risk Management Certification, principles in Gymnastics Risk 

Management Safety Course Handbook, and Prohibited Conduct policy, which he 

was a part of creating by often not examining patients in the presence of a parent, 

chaperone, guardian, and/or caregiver; and, 

d. gave Plaintiff, gifts and items to gain her trust and invited her to his home for 

treatment; 

400. The actions and inactions of Defendant Nassar, as described in the preceding paragraphs, 

constituted Fraudulent Concealment. 

401. At all times pertinent to this action, Defendant Nassar was an agent, apparent agent, servant, 

and employee of Defendant USAG and operated within the scope of his employment and 

his Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to Defendant USAG. 

402. That at all times pertinent to this action, John Geddert was a participating member of 

USAG, Inc., held USAG sponsored meets at his gym, was appointed as an Olympic Coach 

by USAG and was an agent, apparent agent, and representative of USAG with knowledge of 

403. That John Geddert walked in on Nassar sexually assaulting a gymnast in 2010, and joked that 

apparently your back really does hurt; 

404. That John Geddert did not take appropriate action to prevent future assaults and in fact 

supported and promoted Nassar within the USAG organization and the Twistars 

organization; 

405. That John Geddert was operating within the scope of his employment, agency, 

representation, and membership with certain duties and responsibilities and his negligence, 

knowledge and Fraudulent Concealment that placed hundreds of additional gymnasts at risk, 

is imputed to Defendant USAG. 
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406. That USAG terminated Nassar's employment in 2015 due to sexual misconduct, but 

knowingly allowed him to misrepresent that he had voluntarily left the organization. 

407. At all times material hereto, Plaintiff was entirely free of any negligence contributing to the 

injuries and damages hereinafter alleged. 

VI. CLAIMS AGAINST MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY DEFENDANTS 

A. COUNT ONE 

VIOLATIONS OF TITLE IX 
20 U.S.C. §1681(a). et seq. 

AGAINST DEFENDANTS MSU AND MSU TRUSTEES 

408. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

409. Title IX's statutory language states, "No person in the United States shall on the basis of sex, be 

. . . subject to discrimination under any education program or activity receiving Federal financial 

assistance 

410. Plaintiff is a "persons" under the Title IX statutory language. 

411. Defendant MSU receives federal financial assistance for its education program and is therefore 

subject to the provisions of Title IX of the Education Act of 1972, 20 U.S.C. §1681(a), et seq. 

412. Defendant MSU is required under Title IX to investigate allegations of sexual assault, sexual 

abuse, and sexual harassment. 

413. The U.S. Department of Education's Office of Civil Rights has explained that Title IX covers 

all programs of a school, and extends to sexual harassment and assault by employees, students 

54 U.S. Dept. of Ed., Office of Civil Rights, Dear Colleague Letter: Sexual Violence, April 4, 2011, n. 
11 ("Tide IX also protects third parties from sexual harassment or violence in a school's education 
programs and activities."). Available at 
http s: //www2. ed.govi about/ o ffices /fistiocriietters / colleague-201104. p d f. Last accessed, January 
5, 2017. 
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and third parties.' 

414. Defendant Nassar's actions and conduct were carried out under one of Defendant MSU's 

programs, which provides medical treatment to students, athletes, and the public. 

415. Defendant Nassar's conduct and actions toward Plaintiff, that being nonconsensual digital 

vaginal and anal penetration, touching of Plaintiff's vaginal area, constitutes sex 

discrimination under Title IX. 

416. As early as 1992, 1995, 1997/1998, 1999 and/or 2000, an "appropriate person" at Defendant 

MSU had actual knowledge of the sexual assault, abuse, and molestation committed by an MSU 

doctor and specifically Defendant Nassar. 

417. Specifically, the MSU Defendants were notified about sexual abuse by an MSU doctor in 1995 

by Jessica Brutlag, and abuse by Nassar by Larissa Boyce and Jane B8 Doe in or around 

1997/1998, Plaintiff Christie Achenbach in or around 1999, and by Tiffany Thomas Lopez in 

2000 on more than one occasion. 

418. The MSU Defendants failed to carry out their duties to investigate and take corrective action 

under Title IX following the complaints of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation in or around 

1995, 1997, 1998, 1999 and/or 2000. 

419. The MSU Defendants were notified again in 2014 of Defendant Nassar's conduct when 

Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe reported she had an appointment with Defendant Nassar to address 

hip pain and was sexually abused and molested by Defendant Nassar when he cupped her 

buttocks, massaged her breast and vaginal area, and he became sexually aroused.' 

ss U.S. Dept. of Ed., Office of Civil Rights, Questions and Answers on Tide IX and Sexual Violence, 
Apr. 29, 2014, at 1, 3, https://www2.ed.gov/aboutiofficesilistiocr/docs/qa-201404-title-ix.pdf.
56 See, At MSU: Assault, harassment and secrecy. Matt Mencarini, December 15, 2016. Available at 
http: / /www.lansings ta tejournalcom is tor/Thews/local/2016 /12/15 /michigan-s tate-sexual-assault-
harassment-larry-nassar/94993582/. Last accessed January 5, 2017. 
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420. That there are allegations that sexual assault regarding Nassar was brought to authorities at 

MSU as early as 1992 in a companion Complaint that has been filed. 

421. Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe reported to Defendant MSU facts which were omitted or withheld 

from the investigative report including but not limited to the following: 

a. Defendant Nassar was sexually aroused while touching her; 

b. The appointment with Defendant Nassar did not end until she physically removed 

his hands from her body. 

422. Three months after initiating an investigation, in July 2014, the victim's complaints were 

dismissed and Defendant MSU determined she didn't understand the "nuanced difference" 

between sexual assault and an appropriate medical procedure and deemed Defendant 

Nassar's conduct "medically appropriate" and "Not of a sexual nature."' 

423. The MSU Defendants acted with deliberate indifference to known acts of sexual assault, abuse, 

and molestation on its premises by: 

a. failing to investigate and address complaints by Plaintiff Jessica Brutlag, Larissa Boyce, 

Jane B8 Doe, Christie Achenbach, and Tiffany Thomas Lopez's as required by Title IX; 

b. failing to adequately investigate and address the 1995 Complaint; 

c. failing to adequately investigation and address the 2014 complaint regarding Defendant 

Nassar's conduct; and, 

d. failing to institute corrective measures to prevent MSU doctors and Defendant Nassar 

from violating and sexually abusing other students and individuals, including minors 

from 1995 forward. 

424. The MSU Defendants acted with deliberate indifference as its lack of response to the allegations 

" Id. 
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of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation was clearly unreasonable in light of the known 

circumstances, Defendant Nassar's actions with female athletes, and his access to young girls 

and young women. 

425. The MSU Defendants' deliberate indifference was confirmed by the Department of 

Education's investigation into Defendant MSU's handling of sexual assault and relationship 

violence allegations which revealed: 

a. A sexually hostile environment existed and affected numerous students and staff on 

Defendant MSU's campus; 

b. That the University's failure to address complaints of sexual harassment, including 

sexual violence in a prompt and equitable manner caused and may have contributed 

to a continuation of the sexually hostile environment.' 

426. The MSU Defendants' responses were clearly unreasonable as Defendant Nassar continued 

to sexually assault female athletes and other individuals until he was discharged from the 

University in 2016. 

427. Between the dates of approximately 1995 and 2016, the MSU Defendants acted in a 

deliberate, grossly negligent, and/or reckless manner when they failed to reasonably respond 

to Defendant Nassar's sexual assaults and sex-based harassment of Plaintiff on and off 

school premises. 

428. The MSU Defendants' failure to promptly and appropriately investigate and remedy and 

respond to the sexual assaults after they received notice subjected Plaintiff to further 

harassment as well as a sexually hostile environment—effectively denying them all access to 

sa See, Letter from U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights to Michigan State 
University, September 1, 2015, OCR Docket #15-11-2098, #15-14-2113. Available at 
https://www2.ed.govidocuments/press-releaseshnichigan-state-letter.pdf. Last accessed January 4, 
2017. 
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educational opportunities at MSU, including medical care. 

429. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' actions and/or inactions, 

Plaintiff has suffered and continue to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to 

be prevented from performing Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of 

life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and 

have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization 

to address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants' actions. 

B. COUNT TWO 

SEX DISCRIMINATION 
42 U.S.C. § 18116 (PATIENT PROTECTION AND AFFORDABLE CARE ACT § 1557) 

AGAINST DEFENDANTS MSU AND MSU TRUSTEES 

430. Plaintiff realleges and incorporate by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

431. Section 1557 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, which is codified at 42 

U.S.C. § 18116, provides that: 

Except as otherwise provided for in this title (or an amendment made by this 
title), an individual shall not, on the ground prohibited under . . . title IX of 
the Education Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.) . . . be excluded 
from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to 
discrimination under, any health program or activity, any part of which is 
receiving Federal financial assistance, including credits, subsidies, or contracts 
of insurance, or under any program or activity that is administered by an 
Executive Agency or any entity established under this title (or amendments). 
The enforcement mechanisms provided for and available under . . . title IX 
shall apply for purposes of violations of this subsection. 

432. Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq. prohibits sex 

discrimination in programs that receive federal financial assistance. 
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433. Plaintiff as a woman/female has a right under 42 U.S.C. § 18116 to receive health care 

services free from discrimination on the basis of sex. 

434. Plaintiff's are "individuals" within the meaning of 42 U.S.C. § 18116. 

435. Defendant MSU receives Federal financial assistance within the meaning of 42 U.S.C. § 

18116 because it receives federal financial assistance such as credits, subsidies, or contracts 

of insurance'. 

436. Defendant MSU and MSU Trustees employed the services of Defendant Nassar, doctors, 

and other professional and non-professional health care providers who cared for Plaintiff 

from 1997 to 2016 and held themselves out to the public as competent, careful, and 

experienced in the care and treatment of patients. 

437. Plaintiff sought medical care from Defendant Nassar at the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic, his 

home, and other locations for a myriad of injuries as identified above. 

438. Plaintiff expected to receive medical care for their injuries without being sexually assaulted 

and without fear of sexual harassment or assault. 

439. Defendant Nassar's conduct and actions toward Plaintiff, that being nonconsensual and 

assaultive digital vaginal and anal penetration, touching of Plaintiff's vaginal area, 

inappropriate comments, and touching of Plaintiff's breasts constitutes sex discrimination 

under Title IX and 42 U.S.C. § 18116, and otherwise denied each individual Plaintiff the 

benefits of appropriate medical care. 

59 As long as part of an organization or entity receives federal funding or subsidies of some sort, the 
entire organization is subject to the anti-discrimination requirements of Section 1557. Rumble v. 
Fairview Health Services, 2015 WL 1197415 * 12. 
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440. Defendants MSU and MSU Trustees, and Defendants Strampel, Kovan, Dietzel, Teachnor-

Hauk, and Klages knew or should have known of Nassar's abuse yet failed to take corrective 

action. 

441. Defendant MSU and MSU Trustees are vicariously and/or contractually liable for the actions 

of its principals, employees, agents, and representatives. 

442. Defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, Strampel, Kovan, Dietzel, and Klages supervised Nassar 

and/or were in a position to take appropriate action upon learning of concerns of 

misconduct as early as 1995. 

443. Defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, Strampel, Kovan, Dietzel, and Klages are directly liable for 

their failure to train, educate, and supervise. 

444. Defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, Strampel, Kovan, Dietzel, and Klages failed to properly 

train and supervise Nassar related to his treatment of Plaintiff and with respect to 

promulgating and enforcing policies and procedures related to patient safety (e.g. use of 

gloves; consent; chaperones, etc.). 

445. Because of Defendants inaction and deliberate indifference, Defendants forced Plaintiff to 

endure unnecessary pain, trauma, humiliation, and duress. 

446. Because of Plaintiff's sex, Defendant treated Plaintiff with a lack of care, dignity, and respect. 

447. The conduct of Defendants MSU and MSU Trustees described above constitutes sex 

discrimination against Plaintiff. 

448. Defendants MSU and MSU Trustees perpetrated this discrimination with malice, deliberate 

disregard for, or deliberate or reckless indifference to Plaintiff's rights. 

449. The MSU Defendants' failure to promptly and appropriately investigate, respond to, and 

remedy the sexual assaults after they received repeated notice of Defendant Nassar's 

wrongdoing subjected Plaintiff and countless others to further sexual harassment and sexual 
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assaults as well as a sexually hostile environment—effectively denying them all access to 

health programs or activities at MSU, and effectively denying them the benefits of 

appropriate medical care. 

450. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' actions and/or inactions, 

Plaintiff has suffered and continue to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, 

shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss 

of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic 

stress disorder resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep 

disorders, nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff was prevented 

and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining 

the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, 

counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 

451. In the alternative, the actions or inaction of the MSU Defendants was deliberately indifferent 

or so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would 

result to Plaintiff and constitutes gross negligence that is the proximate cause of Plaintiff's 

damages. Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and 

body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of 

life, post-traumatic stress disorder resulting in physically manifested injuries including 

anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. 

Plaintiff was prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff's daily 

activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain 
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loss of earnings and earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require 

treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair 

caused by Defendants' actions. 

C. COUNT THREE 

VIOLATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS 
42 U.S.C. 1983 

U.S. CONST., AMEND XIV 
AGAINST THE MSU DEFENDANTS 

452. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

453. Plaintiff, as a female, is a member of a protected class under the Equal Protection Clause of the 

Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

454. Plaintiff enjoys the constitutionally protected Due Process right to be free from the invasion of 

bodily integrity through sexual assault, abuse, or molestation. 

455. At all relevant times, Defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, and Nassar were acting under color 

of law, to wit, under color of statutes, ordinances, regulations, policies, customs, and usages 

of the State of Michigan and/or Defendant Michigan State University. 

456. The acts as alleged above amount to a violation of these clearly established constitutionally 

protected rights, of which reasonable persons in the MSU Defendants' positions should have 

known. 

457. The MSU Defendants have the ultimate responsibility and authority to train and supervise its 

employees, agents, and/or representatives, in the appropriate manner of detecting, reporting, 

and preventing sexual abuse, assault, and molestation and as a matter of acts, custom, policy, 

and/or practice, failed to do so with deliberate indifference. 

458. As a matter of custom, policy, and and/or practice, the MSU Defendants had and have the 

ultimate responsibility and authority to investigate complaints against their employees, agents, 
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and representatives from all individuals including, but not limited to students, visitors, faculty, 

staff, or other employees, agents, and/or representatives, and failed to do so with deliberate 

indifference. 

459. At all relevant times, Defendants, Strampel, Dietzel, and Kovan and previous Deans acted in 

a supervisory role to MSU doctors at the Sports Medicine Clinic and specifically Defendant 

Nassar through their roles at Defendant MSU's Sports Medicine Clinic, MSU's College of 

Osteopathic Medicine, and other affiliated MSU departments or institutions. 

460. At all relevant times, Defendant Klages, as the head coach of the MSU Women's 

Gymnastics Team, acted in a supervisory role to Defendant Nassar while he was acting as 

team physician to the MSU Women's Gymnastics Team. 

461. As a matter of custom, policy, and/or practice, Defendant Klages had the ultimate 

responsibility and authority to investigate complaints from her athletes that involved 

allegations of impropriety or sexual assault by her team physician. 

462. As a matter of custom, policy, and/or practice, Defendants Klages, Strampel, Dietzel, and 

Kovan had and have the ultimate responsibility and authority to investigate complaints 

against their employees, agents, and representatives from all individuals including, but not 

limited to students, patients, visitors, faculty, staff, or other employees, agents, and/or 

representatives, and failed to do so with deliberate indifference. 

463. Defendant Teachnor-Hauk's actions in assisting to exonerate Defendant Nassar from 

wrongdoing in response to the 2014 Title IX investigation, her statements to discourage 

Tiffany Thomas Lopez from pursuing further action against Defendant Nassar, and her 

statements to law enforcement denying the existence of any prior complaints about 

Defendant Nassar demonstrate the existence of an agreement or conspiracy between 
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Defendant Nassar and Defendant Teachnor-Hauk to deprive Plaintiff of her constitutional 

rights. 

464. • Defendants Klages, Strampel, Dietzel, Kovan, Teachnor-Hauk, Stollak, previous Deans of 

the Osteopathic College and Nassar had a duty to prevent sexual assault, abuse, and 

molestation of Defendant MSU's patients, athletes, and other members of the public who 

utilize Defendant MSU's resources, those duties arising under the above-referenced 

constitutional rights. 

465. The MSU Defendants had a duty to prevent sexual assault, abuse, and molestation on their 

campus and premises, that duty arising under the above-referenced constitutional rights, as well 

as established rights pursuant to Title IX. 

466. Defendant MSU's internal policies provide that 141 University employees ... are expected to 

promptly report sexual misconduct or relationship violence that they observe or learn about and 

that involves a member of the University community (faculty, staff or student) or occurred at a 

University event or on University property." They state further: "[t]he employee must report all 

relevant details about the alleged relationship violence or sexual misconduct that occurred on 

campus or at a campus-sponsored event. . ." 

467. Defendant Klages violated the aforementioned internal policies in or around 1997 when 

Larissa Boyce and other athletes told Defendant Klages that they had been sexually assaulted 

by Defendant Nassar and Defendant Klages refused to report the incident and instead 

intimidated, humiliated, and embarrassed Larissa Boyce and other athletes. 

468. Defendant Klages's violation of the policy by refusing to take any action in response to 

legitimate and credible claims of sexual assault by Larissa Boyce and other athletes resulted 

in Plaintiff's continued violations of their constitutional rights, including their Due Process 

right to bodily integrity, which includes the right to be free from sexual assaults. 
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469. Defendant Klages's actions as alleged above also demonstrate the existence of an agreement 

or conspiracy between Defendant Nassar and Defendant Klages to deprive Plaintiff of her 

constitutional rights. 

470. Defendant MSU's aforementioned internal policies were violated in or around 1995 when 

Jessica Brutlag reported sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by and MSU doctor at the Sports 

Medicine Clinic to the Dean of the College and no action was taken in response to her 

complaint and she was dissuaded from filing a criminal complaint; 

471. Defendant MSU's aforementioned internal policies were violated again in or around 1999 when 

Christie Achenbach reported sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by Defendant Nassar to 

MSU representatives including trainers and a coach and no action was taken to address her 

complaints. 

472. Defendant MSU's aforementioned internal policies were violated in 2000 when Tiffany Thomas 

Lopez reported sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by Defendant Nassar to MSU 

representatives including trainers and no action was taken to address her complaints. 

473. The MSU Defendants' failure to address Christie Achenbach and Tiffany Thomas Lopez's 

complaints led to an unknown number of individuals being victimized, sexually assaulted, 

abused, and molested by Defendant Nassar. 

474. Defendant MSU's aforementioned internal policies were also violated in or around 

2001/2002 when Jennifer Rood Bedford reported sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by 

Defendant Nassar to Lianna Hadden and other Defendant MSU representatives, including 

trainers, and no action was taken to address her complaints. 

475. Additionally, the MSU Defendant's failure to properly address the 2014 complaint regarding 

Defendant Nassar's conduct also led to others being victimized, sexually assaulted, abused and 

molested by Defendant Nassar. 
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476. At all relevant times, Defendant MSU had a policy requiring MSU employees to immediately 

report suspected child abuse, sexual assault, and child pornography.' 

477. The Dean of the Osteopathic Medicine violated this policy in or around 1995. 

478. Defendant Klages violated this policy in or around 1997. 

479. Defendant Teachnor-Hauk violated this policy in or around 2000. 

480. Defendant Stollak violated this policy in or around 2004. 

481. Ultimately, Defendants failed to adequately and properly investigate the complaints of 

Plaintiff or other similarly-situated individuals including but not limited to failing to: 

a. perform a thorough investigation into improper conduct by an MSU doctor and 

Defendant Nassar after receiving complaints in 1995, 1998, 1999 and 2000; 

b. Failing to put appropriate policies and procedures in place to prevent future sexual 

assaults during examinations and manipulations in sensitive areas after the 1995 

report; 

c. thoroughly review and investigate all policies, practices, procedures and training 

materials related to the circumstances surrounding the conduct of Defendant Nassar; 

d. recognize sexual assault when reported from 1995-2014 and permitting University 

officials to deem sexual assault as "medically appropriate" and "not of a sexual 

nature;" and, 

e. ensure all institutional guidelines issued following the 2014 investigation into 

See, President Lou Anna K. Simon reminds Michigan State employees of obligation to report 
sexual assault, Brandon Howell, August 17, 2012, available at, http:/ /www.mlive.com/lansing-
news /index. s s 0012 / 08/ president_lou_anna_k_simon_rem.html, last accessed February 17, 2018 
("Simon writes in the e-mail . . . write to remind University employees about the reporting 
protocols for suspected child abuse, child pornography, and allegations of sexual assault.' Jason 
Cody, a spokesperson for the university said the protocols outlined in Simon's email 'long have 
been in place for employees."')(emphasis added). 
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Defendant Nassar's conduct were satisfied. 

482. As indicated in the U.S. Department of Education Office of Civil Rights report,' the MSU 

Defendants had a culture that permitted a sexually hostile environment to exist affecting 

numerous individuals on Defendant MSU's campus, including Plaintiff. 

483. Also indicated in the report was Defendant MSU's custom, practice, and/or policy of failing 

to address complaints of sexual harassment, including sexual violence in a prompt and 

equitable manner which caused and may have contributed to a continuation of the sexually 

hostile environment. 

484. By failing to prevent the aforementioned sexual assault, abuse, and molestation upon 

Plaintiff; and by failing to appropriately respond to reports of MSU doctor sexual assault and 

Defendant Nassar's sexual assault, abuse, and molestation in a manner that was so clearly 

unreasonable it amounted to deliberate indifference, the MSU Defendants are liable to 

Plaintiff pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §1983. 

485. The MSU Defendants are also liable to Plaintiff under 42 U.S.C. §1983 for maintaining 

customs, policies, and practices which deprived Plaintiff of rights secured by the Fourteenth 

Amendment to the United States Constitution in violation of 42 U.S.C. §1983. 

486. The MSU Defendants tolerated, authorized and/or permitted a custom, policy, practice or 

procedure of insufficient supervision and failed to adequately screen, counsel, or discipline 

Defendant Nassar, with the result that Defendant Nassar was allowed to violate the rights of 

persons such as Plaintiff with impunity. 

487. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' actions and/or inactions, 

61 See, Letter from U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights to Michigan State 
University, September 1, 2015, OCR Docket #15-11-2098, #15-14-2113. Available at 
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/press-releases/michigan-state-letter.pdf, last accessed January 4, 
2017. 
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Plaintiff suffered discomfort, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of 

self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and 

will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the 

full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity. 

D. COUNT FOUR 

FAILURE TO TRAIN AND SUPERVISE 
42 U.S.C. 5 1983 

AGAINST THE MSU DEFENDANTS 

488. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

489. The MSU Defendants have the ultimate responsibility and authority to train and supervise its 

employees, agents, and/or representatives including Defendant Nassar and all faculty and staff 

regarding their duties toward students, faculty, staff, and visitors. 

490. That MSU Defendants were put on notice as early as 1995 through the Dean of the College 

that sexual assault occurred during a medical examination by an MSU doctor. 

491. The MSU Defendants failed to develop appropriate medical examination protocols, and 

procedures, train and supervise its employees, agents, and/or representatives including all 

faculty and staff, regarding the following duties: 

a. Perceive, report, and stop inappropriate sexual conduct on campus; 

b. Provide diligent supervision over their medical doctors; 

c. Develop medical examination protocols and procedures to prevent assaults during 

sensitive examinations after the 1995 report; 

d. Provide diligent supervision over student-athletes and other individuals; 
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e. Report suspected incidents of sexual abuse or sexual assault; 

f. Ensure the safety of all students, faculty, staff, and visitors to Defendant MSU's 

campuses premises; 

g. Provide a safe environment for all students, faculty, staff, and visitors to Defendant 

MSU's premises free from sexual harassment; and, 

h. Properly train faculty and staff to be aware of their individual responsibility for 

creating and maintaining a safe environment. 

492. The above list of duties is not exhaustive. 

493. The MSU Defendants failed to adequately train coaches, trainers, medical staff, and others 

regarding the aforementioned duties which led to violations of Plaintiff's rights. 

494. As a result, the MSU Defendants deprived Plaintiff of rights secured by the Fourteenth 

Amendment to the United States Constitution in violation of 42 U.S.C. 5 1983. 

495. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants' actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

suffered discomfort, and continues2 to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, anger, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and have or will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and have 

required or will likely require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to address 

the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants' actions. 

E. COUNT FIVE 

GROSS NEGLIGENCE 
AGAINST THE MSU DEFENDANTS 

496. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 
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paragraphs. 

497. The MSU Defendants owed Plaintiff a duty to use due care to ensure their safety and freedom 

from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with their employees, 

representatives, and/or agents, including Defendant Nassar. 

498. Defendant Nassar and other MSU doctors owed Plaintiff a duty of due care in carrying out 

medical treatment as an employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSU Defendants. 

499. By seeking medical treatment from MSU doctors and Defendant Nassar in the course of his 

employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants, a special, confidential, and 

fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff and their medical provider was created, resulting in the 

medical provider owing Plaintiff a duty to use due care. 

500. That MSU Defendant's breeched their duty by not thoroughly investigating and reporting each 

Complaints of sexual misconduct and taking appropriate precautionary measures when 

examinations were occurring in sensitive areas. 

501. The MSU Defendants' failure to adequately supervise doctors in its Sports Medicine Clinic, 

including but not limited to Defendant Nassar, especially after MSU knew or should have 

known of complaints as early as 1995, regarding nonconsensual sexual touching and assaults 

during "treatments" was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether 

an injury would result to Plaintiff or future Plaintiffs. 

502. Defendant Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting Plaintiff in the course 

of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants and under the guise 

of rendering "medical treatment" was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of 

concern for whether an injury would result to Plaintiff. 

503. The MSU Defendants' conduct demonstrated a willful disregard for precautions to ensure 

Plaintiff's safety. 
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504. The MSU Defendants' conduct as described above, demonstrated a willful disregard for 

substantial risks to Plaintiff. 

505. The MSU Defendants breached duties owed to Plaintiff and were grossly negligent when they 

conducted themselves by the actions described above, said acts having been committed with 

reckless disregard for Plaintiff's health, safety, Constitutional and/or statutory rights, and with a 

substantial lack of concern as to whether an injury would result. 

506. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants' actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

suffered discomfort, and continue to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, anger, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and have or will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and have 

required or will likely require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to address 

the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants' actions. 

F. COUNT SIX 

NEGLIGENCE DURING MEDICAL TREATMENT UNDER MCL 
691.1407 AGAINST THE MSU DEFENDANTS AND DEFENDANT NASSAR 

507. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

508. The MSU Defendants owed Plaintiff a duty of ordinary care to ensure their safety and freedom 

from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation during medical treatment. 

509. That reports were made to MSU that sexual assaults were occurring by their agents and 

employees under the guise of medical treatment at the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic and in 

other locations; 

510. That MSU failed to take actions to prevent the negligent or intentional touching of genitalia 
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without patient consent during medical treatment; 

511. By seeking medical treatment from MSU doctor and Defendant Nassar in his capacity as an 

employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSU Defendants, a special, confidential, and 

fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff and Defendant Nassar was created, resulting in 

Defendant Nassar owing Plaintiff a duty to use ordinary care. 

512. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiff a duty of ordinary care. 

513. The MSU Defendants' failure to adequately train and supervise the medical care Defendant 

Nassar and others MSU doctors were providing in sensitive areas breached the duty of ordinary 

care. 

514. The MSU Defendants had notice through its own employees, agents, and/or representatives as 

early as 1995, 1997/1998, 1999, again in 2000, and again in 2014 of complaints of a sexual 

nature related to treatment by MSU doctors and Defendant Nassar's purported "treatments" 

with young girls and women. 

515. The MSU Defendants should have known of the foreseeability of sexual abuse with respect to 

youth and collegiate sports. 

516. The MSU Defendants' failure to properly investigate, address, and remedy complaints regarding 

MSU doctors and Defendant Nassar's conduct with respect to providing medical care and 

treatment was a breach of ordinary care. 

517. Defendant Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting Plaintiff in the course 

of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants was a breach of the 

duty to use ordinary care. 

518. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants' actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

suffered discomfort, cognitive changes, sleep deprivation, physical illness, severe emotional 

distress, shock, humiliation, fright, grief, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, loss of 
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familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life and will continue to suffer pain of mind and 

body, were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff's daily 

activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and may sustain in the 

future, loss of earnings and earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require 

treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair 

caused by Defendants' actions. 

G. COUNT SEVEN 

NEGLIGENCE WHILE ENGAGING IN A PROPRIETARY FUNCTION 
UNDER MCL 691.1413 AGAINST THE MSU DEFENDANTS AND DEFENDANT 

NASSAR 

519. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

520. That MSU Defendants were at all time engaged in a Proprietary Function at the MSU Sports 

Medicine Clinic where Plaintiff's assaults occurred. 

521. That Medical Clinics are not normally supported with taxes or tuition and MSU charged full 

rates for the services that were providing. 

522. That MSU billed health insurance companies and if an individual was uninsured, they had to 

make personal arrangements to pay their medical bills based upon the MSU fee policy. 

523. The MSU Defendants owed Plaintiff's a duty of ordinary care to ensure their safety and 

freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation during medical treatment. 

524. That reports were made to MSU that sexual assaults were occurring by their agents and 

employees under the guise of medical treatment at the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic and in 

other locations; 

525. That MSU failed to take actions to prevent the negligent or intentional touching of genitalia 
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without patient consent during medical treatment; 

526. By seeking medical treatment from MSU doctor and Defendant Nassar in his capacity as an 

employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSU Defendants, a special, confidential, and 

fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff's and Defendant Nassar was created, resulting in 

Defendant Nassar owing Plaintiff's a duty to use ordinary care. 

527. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiff's a duty of ordinary care. 

528. The MSU Defendants' failure to adequately train and supervise the medical care Defendant 

Nassar and others MSU doctors were providing in sensitive areas breached the duty of ordinary 

care. 

529. The MSU Defendants had notice through its own employees, agents, and/or representatives as 

early as 1995, 1997/1998, 1999, again in 2000, and again in 2014 of complaints of a sexual 

nature related to treatment by MSU doctors and Defendant Nassar's purported "treatments" 

with young girls and women. 

530. The MSU Defendants should have known of the foreseeability of sexual abuse with respect to 

youth and collegiate sports. 

531. The MSU Defendants' failure to properly investigate, address, and remedy complaints regarding 

MSU doctors and Defendant Nassar's conduct with respect to providing medical care and 

treatment was a breach of ordinary care. 

532. Defendant Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting Plaintiff in the course 

of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants was a breach of the 

duty to use ordinary care. 

533. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants' actions and/or inactions, Plaintiffs 

suffered discomfort, cognitive changes, sleep deprivation, physical illness, severe emotional 

distress, shock, humiliation, fright, grief, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, loss of 

97 

Case 1:18-cv-01169   ECF No. 1 filed 10/15/18   PageID.100   Page 100 of 138Case 19-50012    Doc 134-4    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 327 of 365



familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life and will continue to suffer pain of mind and 

body, were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs daily 

activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and may sustain in the 

future, loss of earnings and earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require 

treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair 

caused by Defendants' actions. 

VICARIOUS LIABILITY AGAINST THE MSU DEFENDANTS 

534. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

535. Vicarious liability is indirect responsibility imposed by operation of law where an employer is 

bound to keep its employees within their proper bounds and is responsible if it fails to do so. 

536. Vicarious liability essentially creates agency between the principal and its agent, so that the 

principal is held to have done what the agent has done. 

537. The MSU Defendants employed and/or held Defendant Nassar out to be its agent and/or 

representative from approximately 1996 to 2016. 

538. Defendant MSU's website contains hundreds of pages portraying Defendant Nassar as a 

distinguished member of Defendant MSU's College of Osteopathic Medicine, Division of 

Sports Medicine.' 

539. The MSU Defendants are vicariously liable for the actions of Defendant Nassar as described 

above that were performed during the course of his employment, representation, and/or 

agency with the MSU Defendants and while he had unfettered access to young female athletes 

62 As of January 5, 2017, using the search term "Nassar" at www.msu.edu returns 402 results, the 
majority of which include references to Defendant Nassar dating as far back as 1997. 
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on MSU's campus and premises through its College of Osteopathic Medicine and Division of 

Sports Medicine. 

540. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant Nassar's actions carried out in the course of 

his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants, Plaintiff suffered 

discomfort, and continue to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, 

physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, 

fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to be 

prevented from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, 

and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and have 

required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to 

address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants' actions. 

G. COUNT EIGHT 

EXPRESS/IMPLIED AGENCY AGAINST MSU DEFENDANTS 

541. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

542. An agent is a person who is authorized by another to act on its behalf. 

543. The MSU Defendants intentionally or negligently made representations that Defendant Nassar 

was their employee, agent, and/or representative. 

544. On the basis of those representations, Plaintiff reasonably believed that Defendant Nassar was 

acting as an employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSU Defendants. 

545. Plaintiff was injured as a result of Defendant Nassar's sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as 

described above, acts that were performed during the course of his employment, agency, 

and/or representation with the MSU Defendants and while he had unfettered access to young 
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female athletes. 

546. Plaintiff was injured because they relied on the MSU Defendants to provide employees, agents, 

and or representatives who would exercise reasonable skill and care. 

547. As a direct and/or proximate cause of Defendant Nassar's negligence carried out in the 

course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants, Plaintiff 

suffered discomfort, cognitive changes, and continues to suffer sleep deprivation, pain of 

mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, 

were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff's daily activities 

and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of 

earnings and earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, 

therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 

H. COUNT NINE 

NEGLIGENT SUPERVISION AGAINGST MSU DEFENDANTS 

548. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

549. The MSU Defendants had a duty to provide reasonable supervision of their employee, agent, 

and/or representative, MSU doctors and Defendant Nassar, while he was in the course of his 

employment, agency or representation with the MSU Defendants and while he interacted with 

young female athletes including Plaintiff. 

550. It was reasonably foreseeable given the known sexual abuse at the MSU clinic, in youth sports 

and gymnastics in particular that Defendant Nassar who had prior allegations against him had 

or would sexually abuse children, including Plaintiff, unless properly supervised. 
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551. The MSU Defendants by and through their employees, agents, managers and/or assigns, 

such as President Simon, President McPherson, Defendant Strampel or Defendant Kovan 

knew or reasonably should have known of Defendant Nassar's conduct and/or that 

Defendant Nassar was an unfit employee, agent, and/or representative because of his sexual 

interest in children. 

552. The MSU Defendants breached their duty to provide reasonable supervision of Defendant 

Nassar, and permitted Defendant Nassar, who was in a position of trust and authority, to 

commit the acts against Plaintiff. 

553. The aforementioned sexual abuse occurred while Plaintiff and Defendant Nassar were on the 

premises of Defendant MSU, and while Defendant Nassar was acting in the course of his 

employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants. 

554. The MSU Defendants tolerated, authorized and/or permitted a custom, policy, practice or 

procedure of insufficient supervision and failed to adequately screen, counsel, or discipline 

such individuals, with the result that Defendant Nassar was allowed to violate the rights of 

persons such as Plaintiff with impunity. 

555. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants' actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

suffered discomfort, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, anger, loss of self-

esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and have or will sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and have 

required or will likely require treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to address 

the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants' actions. 

I. COUNT TEN 
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NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO WARN OR PROTECT 

556. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

557. The MSU Defendants knew or should have known that Defendant Nassar posed a risk of 

harm to Plaintiff or those in Plaintiff's situation. 

558. As early as 1995, the MSU Defendants had direct and/or constructive knowledge as to the 

dangerous conduct of certain MSU medical doctors and Defendant Nassar and failed to act 

reasonably and responsibly in response. 

559. The MSU Defendants knew or should have known that Defendant Nassar committed sexual 

assault, abuse, and molestation and/or was continuing to engage in such conduct. 

560. The MSU Defendants had a duty to warn or protect Plaintiff and others in Plaintiff's 

situation against the risk of injury by Defendant Nassar. 

561. The duty to disclose this information arose by the special, trusting, confidential, and 

fiduciary relationship between Defendant Nassar as an employee, agent, and or 

representative of the MSU Defendants and Plaintiff. 

562. The MSU Defendants breached said duty by failing to warn Plaintiff and/or by failing to 

take reasonable steps to protect Plaintiff from Defendant Nassar. 

563. The MSU Defendants breached its duties to protect Plaintiff by failing to: 

a. respond to allegations of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation; 

b. detect and/or uncover evidence of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation; and, 

c. investigate, adjudicate, and terminate doctors employed with Defendant MSU that 

were engaged in inappropriate touching; 

d. setting up procedures and protocals to prevent sexual assaults following the reports 

in 1995, 1997, 1998, 1999 and 2000. 
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564. The MSU Defendants failed to adequately screen, counsel and/or discipline Defendant 

Nassar for physical and/or mental conditions that might have rendered him unfit to 

discharge the duties and responsibilities of a physician at an educational institution, resulting 

in violations of Plaintiff's rights. 

565. The MSU Defendants willfully refused to notify, give adequate warning, and implement 

appropriate safeguards to protect Plaintiff from Defendant Nassar's conduct. 

566. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants negligent failure to warn or 

protect, Plaintiff suffered discomfort and cognitive changes and continue to suffer pain of 

mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, 

were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff's daily activities 

and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of 

earnings and earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, 

therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 

J. COUNT ELEVEN 

NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO TRAIN OR EDUCATE 

567. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

568. The MSU Defendants breached their duty to take reasonable protective measures to protect 

Plaintiff and other minors from the risk of childhood sexual abuse and/or sexual assault by 

Defendant Nassar, such as the failure to properly train or educate Plaintiff and other 

individuals (including minors) about how to avoid such a risk. 

569. The MSU Defendants failed to implement reasonable safeguards to: 
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a. Prevent acts of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by Defendant Nassar; 

b. Avoid placing Defendant Nassar in positions where he would be in unsupervised 

contact and interaction with Plaintiff and other young athletes. 

570. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' negligent failure to train or 

educate, Plaintiff suffered discomfort, and cognitive changes and continues to suffer pain of 

mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, 

were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff's daily activities 

and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of 

earnings and earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, 

therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 

K. COUNT TWELVE 

NEGLIGENT RETENTION 
AGAINST THE MSU DEFENDANTS 

571. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

572. The MSU Defendants had a duty when credentialing, hiring, retaining, screening, checking, 

regulating, monitoring, and supervising employees, agents and/or representatives to exercise 

due care, but they failed to do so. 

573. The MSU Defendants were negligent in the retention of Defendant Nassar as an employee, 

agent, and/or representative in their failure to adequately investigate, report and address 

complaints about his conduct of which they knew or should have known. 

574. The MSU Defendants were negligent in the retention of Defendant Nassar as an employee, 

agent, and/or representative when after they discovered, or reasonably should have 
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discovered Defendant Nassar's conduct which reflected a propensity for sexual misconduct. 

575. The MSU Defendants' failure to act in accordance with the standard of care resulted in 

Defendant Nassar gaining access to and sexually abusing and/or sexually assaulting Plaintiff 

and an unknown number of other individuals. 

576. The aforementioned negligence in the credentialing, hiring, retaining, screening, checking, 

regulating, monitoring, and supervising of Defendant Nassar created a foreseeable risk of 

harm to Plaintiff as well as other minors and young adults. 

577. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' negligent retention, Plaintiff 

suffered discomfort and cognitive changes, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, 

shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss 

of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life; were prevented and 

will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the 

full enjoyment of life; and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, 

counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 

L. COUNT THIRTEEN 

INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 
AGAINST THE MSU DEFENDANTS 

578. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

579. The MSU Defendants allowed Defendant Nassar to be in a position where he could sexually 

assault, abuse, and molest children and young adults. 

580. A reasonable person would not expect the MSU Defendants to tolerate or permit their 

employee or agent to carry out sexual assault, abuse, or molestation after they knew or should 

105 

Case 1:18-cv-01169   ECF No. 1 filed 10/15/18   PageID.108   Page 108 of 138Case 19-50012    Doc 134-4    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 335 of 365



have known of complaints and claims of sexual assault and abuse occurring during Defendant 

Nassar's "treatments." 

581. The MSU Defendants held Defendant Nassar in high esteem and acclaim which in turn 

encouraged Plaintiff and others to respect and trust Defendant Nassar and seek out his services 

and to not question his methods or motives. 

582. The MSU Defendants protected Defendant Nassar in part to bolster and sustain his national 

and international reputation in the gymnastics community. 

583. A reasonable person would not expect the MSU Defendants to be incapable of supervising 

Defendant Nassar and/or preventing Defendant Nassar from committing acts of sexual assault, 

abuse, and molestation. 

584. That MSU intentionally did not follow through with investigations or develop appropriate 

procedures to prevent future assaults upon reports of inappropriate conduct. 

585. The MSU Defendants' conduct as described above was intentional and/or reckless. 

586. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' conduct, Plaintiff suffered pain of 

mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, 

were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs daily activities 

and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of 

earnings and earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, 

therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 

M. COUNT FOURTEEN 

FRAUD AND MISREPRESENTATION 
AGAINST MSU DEFENDANTS 

587. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 
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paragraphs. 

588. From approximately 1995 to September 2016, the MSU Defendants represented to Plaintiff 

and the public that Defendant Nassar was a competent and safe physician. 

589. By representing that Defendant Nassar was a team physician and athletic physician at 

Defendant MSU and a National Team Physician with Defendant USAG, the MSU Defendants 

represented to Plaintiff and the public that Defendant Nassar was safe, trustworthy, of high 

moral and ethical repute, and that Plaintiff and the public need not worry about being harmed 

by Defendant Nassar. 

590. The representations were false when they were made as Defendant Nassar had and was 

continuing to sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiff and an unknown number of other 

individuals. 

591. The MSU Defendants knew or should have known with reasonable diligents that their 

representations of Defendant Nassar were false based upon the multiple complaints outlined 

above. 

592. Although MSU was informed of sexual assaults, they failed to investigate, remedy, or in any way 

address these complaints until hundreds of girls were molested. 

593. The MSU Defendants continued to hold Defendant Nassar out as a competent and safe 

physician. 

594. Additional complaints against Defendant Nassar surfaced in 2014, however, because of 

Defendant MSU's culture which included existence of a sexually hostile environment on 

Defendant MSU's campus and premises and the University's failure to address complaints of 

sexual harassment, including sexual violence in a prompt and equitable manner which in turn 

caused and may have contributed to a continuation of the sexually hostile environment, 

Defendant Nassar was permitted to continue employment and sexually abuse, assault, and 
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molest Plaintiff and an unknown number of other individuals.' 

595. Between the time of the 2014 complaint and September 2016, the MSU Defendants continued 

to hold Defendant Nassar out as a competent and safe physician. 

596. Plaintiff relied on the assertions of the MSU Defendants and Plaintiff continued to seek 

treatment from Defendant Nassar in the wake of known concerns and dangers. 

597. Plaintiff was subjected to sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as a result of the MSU 

Defendants' fraudulent misrepresentations regarding Defendant Nassar. 

598. Suffered discomfort, cognitive changes, sleep deprivation, physical illness, severe emotional 

distress, shock, humiliation, fright, grief, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, loss of 

familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life and will continue to suffer pain of mind and 

body, were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff's daily 

activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and may sustain in the 

future, loss of earnings and earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require 

treatment, therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair 

caused by Defendants' actions. 

N. COUNT FIFTEEN 

FAILURE TO REPORT CHILD ABUSE 
MCL 722.621, et seq. 

ALL PLAINTIFFS AGAINST 
DEFENDANTS IMAGES, STRAMPEL, KOVAN, AND STOLLAK 

599. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs 

63 See Letter from U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights to Michigan State 
University, September 1, 2015, OCR Docket #15-11-2098, #15-14-2113. Available at 
https:/ /www2.ed.gov /documents /press-releases /michigan-state-ktter.pdf. Last accessed January 4, 
2017. 

108 

Case 1:18-cv-01169   ECF No. 1 filed 10/15/18   PageID.111   Page 111 of 138Case 19-50012    Doc 134-4    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 338 of 365



600. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

601. Michigan's Child Protection Law, MCL 722.621 et seq., establishes mandatory reporting 

guidelines for suspected child abuse or neglect and provides penalties for failure to report 

child abuse or neglect. 

602. Specifically, MCL 722.623 provides in pertinent part: 

A physician, dentist, physician's assistant, registered dental hygienist, medical 
examiner, nurse, person licensed to provide emergency medical care, 
audiologist, psychologist, marriage and family therapist, licensed professional 
counselor, social worker, licensed master's social worker, licensed bachelor's 
social worker, registered social service technician, social service technician, a 
person employed in a professional capacity in any office of the friend of the 
court, school administrator, school counselor or teacher, law enforcement 
officer, member of the clergy, or regulated child care provider who has 
reasonable cause to suspect child abuse or child neglect shall make an 
immediate report to centralized intake by telephone, or, if available, through 
the online reporting system, of the suspected child abuse or child neglect. 

603. Child abuse is defined as "harm or threatened harm to a child's health or welfare that occurs 

through nonaccidental physical or mental injury, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, or 

maltreatment, by a parent, a legal guardian, or any other person responsible for the child's 

health or welfare or by a teacher, a teacher's aide, or a member of the clergy." MCL 

722.622(g). 

604. Child neglect is defined as "harm or threatened harm to a child's health or welfare by a by a 

parent, a legal guardian, or any other person responsible for the child's health or welfare that 

occurs through either of the following: (z) Negligent treatment, including the failure to 

provide adequate food, clothing, shelter, or medical care. (ii) Placing a child at an 

unreasonable risk to the child's health or welfare by failure of the parent, legal guardian, or 

any other person responsible for the child's health or welfare to intervene to eliminate that 
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risk when that person is able to do so and has, or should have, knowledge of the risk." MCL 

722.622(k). 

605. A person responsible for the child's health or welfare includes a nonparent. MCL 722.622(x). 

606. Defendant Nassar was a non-parent adult who was responsible for Plaintiff's health and 

welfare, had substantial and regular contact with Plaintiff, had close relationships with many 

of Plaintiff's parents, and was not the Plaintiff's parent or a person otherwise related to the 

child. (MCL 722.622(v)). 

607. Under MCL 722.633(1), "A person who is required by this act to report an instance of 

suspected child abuse or neglect and who fails to do so is civilly liable for the damages 

proximately caused by the failure." 

608. Defendants Strampel (physician), Kovan (physician), Stollak (psychologist), and Klages (head 

coach/administrator), were mandatory reporters during the time Defendant Nassar was 

engaged in child abuse or child neglect. (MCL 722.622(g)). 

609. As established in the allegations above, Defendants Strampel, Kovan, Stollak, and Klages 

had reasonable cause to suspect child abuse or child neglect. 

610. Defendant Strampel, Kovan, Stollak, and Klages, had a duty to report any instances of 

suspected child abuse or neglect and failed to report. 

611. Defendants Strampel, Kovan, Stollak, and Klages, are or were employed by Defendants 

Michigan State University and Michigan State University Board of Trustees during the time 

Defendant Nassar was engaged in child abuse and child neglect, and were acting in the scope 

and course of their employment when they failed to report any instances of suspected child 

abuse or neglect. 

612. Defendants Klages, Strampel, Kovan, and Stollak are directly civilly liable for the damages 

proximately caused by their failure to report any instances of suspected child abuse or 
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neglect. Defendants Michigan State University and Michigan State University Board of 

Trustees are vicariously liable for said damages. 

613. As a direct and/or proximate result of the Defendants' actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continue to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of 

self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post-traumatic stress 

disorder resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep 

disorders, nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff was prevented 

and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining 

the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, 

counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 

614. In the alternative, the actions or inaction of the Defendants were so reckless as to 

demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to Plaintiff and 

constitutes gross negligence that is the proximate cause of Plaintiff's damages. Plaintiff has 

suffered and continue to suffer pain and suffering, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, loss of enjoyment of life, post- traumatic stress disorder 

resulting in physically manifested injuries including anxiety, depressions, sleep disorders, 

nightmares, psychological injuries, and physical injuries. Plaintiff was prevented and will 

continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning 
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capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, counseling, and 

hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by Defendants' actions. 

VII. CLAIMS AGAINST USA GYMNASTICS 

615. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

616. Defendant USAG owed USAG Plaintiff that was a member of Defendant USAG or 

participated in USAG sanctioned events a duty to use due care to ensure her safety and 

freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with their employees, 

representatives, and/or agents. 

0. COUNT SIXTEEN 

GROSS NEGLIGENCE 

617. USAG Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

618. Defendant USAG owed Plaintiff a duty to use due care to ensure her safety and freedom from 

sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with their employees, representatives, 

and/or agents. 

619. Plaintiff was a member of USAG, and participated in USAG sanctioned events. 

620. Defendant Nassar owed USAG Plaintiff a duty to use due care in his capacity as an employee, 

representative, and/or agent of Defendant USAG. 

621. By seeking medical treatment from Defendant Nassar in his capacity as an employee, agent, 

and/or representative of Defendant USAG, a special, confidential, and fiduciary relationship 

between Plaintiff and Defendant Nassar was created, resulting in Defendant Nassar owing 

Plaintiff a duty to use due care. 
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622. Defendant USAG's failure to adequately supervise Defendant Nassar was so reckless as to 

demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether an injury would result to Plaintiff. 

623. Defendant Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting Plaintiff under the 

guise of rendering medical "treatment" as an employee, representative, and/or agent of 

Defendant USAG was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for whether 

an injury would result to Plaintiff. 

624. Defendant USAG's conduct demonstrated a willful disregard for necessary precautions to 

reasonably protect Plaintiffs safety. 

625. Defendant USAG's conduct as described above, demonstrated a willful disregard for substantial 

risks to Plaintiff. 

626. Defendant USAG breached its duties owed to Plaintiff and was grossly negligent when they 

conducted themselves by actions described above, including but not limited to their failure to 

notify MSU about the reasons for Nassar's separation from USAG and more broadly the issues 

surrounding sexual abuse in gymnastics and warning signs and reporting requirements. Said acts 

were committed with reckless disregard for the USAG Plaintiffs health, safety, Constitutional 

and/or statutory rights, and with a substantial lack of concern as to whether an injury would 

result. 

627. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG'S actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

suffered discomfort, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, 

grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented 

from performing Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, loss of 

earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, 

counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 
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Defendants' actions. 

P. COUNT SEVENTEEN 

NEGLIGENCE 
AGAINST DEFENDANT USAG AND DEFENDANT NASSAR 

628. USAG Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

629. Defendant USAG owed Plaintiff a duty of ordinary care to ensure her safety and freedom from 

sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while being treated by their employees, representatives, 

and agents. 

630. Defendant USAG owed Plaintiff a duty of ordinary care to warn their USAG members of 

sexual misconduct by Nassar and the truthful reason for terminating his employment rather 

than allowing Nassar to deceivingly misrepresent that he left voluntarily so he could continue 

sexually praying on young gymnasts. 

631. By seeking medical treatment from Defendant Nassar in his capacity as an employee, 

representative, and/or agent of Defendant USAG, Plaintiff as a member of Defendant USAG 

had a reasonable expectation that Defendant USAG was recommending competent and ethical 

physicians and trainers for medical treatment who would carry out said treatment without 

sexual assault, abuse, and molestation. 

632. By seeking medical treatment from Defendant Nassar after he had been promoted by USAG as 

a competent and renowned Olympic physician, USAG had an affirmative duty to notify 

Plaintiff otherwise when it was discovered that he was a sexual predator. 

633. That in Nassar's capacity as an employee, agent, and/or representative of Defendant USAG, a 

special, confidential, and fiduciary relationship between Plaintiff and Defendant USAG was 

created, resulting in Defendant USAG and Nassar owing the aforementioned Plaintiff a duty to 

use ordinary care. 
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634. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiff a duty of ordinary care in carrying out medical treatment. 

635. That USAG, through their agents, employees, and representatives, including John Geddert, 

knew or should have known that the sexual abuse was occurring long before 2015. 

636. Defendant USAG's failure to adequately train and supervise Defendant Nassar breached the 

duty of ordinary care. 

637. Defendant USAG's failure to properly investigate, address, and remedy complaints regarding 

Defendant Nassar's conduct was a breach of ordinary care. 

638. Defendant USAG's failure to inform Plaintiff and the public of the allegations and concerns 

leading to Defendant Nassar's separation from USAG was a breach of ordinary care that 

resulted in on-going sexual assaults to Plaintiff. 

639. Defendant Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting Plaintiff was a breach 

of the duty to use ordinary care. 

640. That USAG's failure to advise their members of the true reason for Nassar's termination, 

instead, allowing Nassar to mispresent that he was leaving voluntarily, proximately causing this 

Plaintiff to be serially sexually assaulted in 2015 and 2016. 

641. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG'S actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

suffered discomfort, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, 

grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented 

from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, loss of 

earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, 

counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 
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Q. COUNT EIGHTEEN 

VICARIOUS LIABILITY 
AGAINST DEFENDANT USAG 

642. USAG Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

643. Vicarious liability is indirect responsibility imposed by operation of law where an employer is 

bound to keep its employees within their proper bounds and is responsible if it fails to do so. 

644. Vicarious liability essentially creates agency between the principal and its agent, so that the 

principal is held to have done what the agent has done. 

645. Defendant USAG's website contains sites portraying Defendant Nassar as the recipient of 

distinguished awards and boasts him as having been "instrumental" to the success of USA 

gymnastics." 

646. Defendant USAG employed and/or held Defendant Nassar out to be its agent and/or 

representative from approximately 1986 to 2015. 

647. Defendant USAG is vicariously liable for the actions of Defendant Nassar as described above 

that were performed during the course of his employment, representation, or agency with 

Defendant USAG and while he had unfettered and often private access to young female 

athletes. 

648. That furthermore, agents of USA Gymnastics, including but not limited to John Geddert, knew 

or should have known with reasonable diligence of Nassar's conduct and failed to protect and 

failed to inform his employer Michigan State University resulting in any additional assaults. 

649. As a direct and/or proximate cause of Defendant Nassar's negligence carried out in the 

course of his employment, agency, and/or representation with Defendant USAG, and as a 

64 For example, see, https: / /usagym.org/pa.gesipost.html?PostID=14677&prog=h. 
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direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG'S actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

suffered discomfort, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, 

grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented 

from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, loss of 

earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, 

counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 

R. COUNT NINETEEN 

EXPRESS/IMPLIED AGENCY 
AGAINST DEFENDANT USAG 

650. USAG Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

651. An agent is a person who is authorized by another to act on its behalf. 

652. Defendant USAG intentionally or negligently made representations that Defendant Nassar was 

their employee, agent, and/or representative. 

653. On the basis of those representations, Plaintiff reasonably believed Defendant Nassar was 

acting as an employee, agent, and/or representation of Defendant USAG. 

654. Plaintiff was injured as a result of Defendant Nassar's sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as 

described above carried out as a result of his promotion, employment, agency, and/or 

representation with Defendant USAG. 

655. Plaintiff was injured because they relied on Defendant USAG to provide employees or agents 

who would be trustworthy while exercising reasonable skill and care. 

656. That USAG new or should have known with reasonable diligence of Nassar's conduct. 

657. Instead of taking reasonable precautions, they promoted Nassar and gave him unfettered access 
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to young women. 

658. When USAG finally fired Nassar in 2015, for sexual misconduct, they allowed him to announce 

that his termination was voluntary and did not notify MSU where he continued to have 

unfettered access to young woman and specifically Jane BR 2 Doe. 

659. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG'S actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

suffered discomfort, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, 

grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented 

from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, loss of 

earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, 

counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 

660. COUNT TWENTY 

NEGLIGENT SUPERVISION 
AGAINST DEFENDANT USAG 

661. USAG Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

662. Defendant USAG had a duty to provide reasonable supervision of its employee, agent, and/or 

representative, Defendant Nassar, while he was in the course of his employment, agency and/or 

representation of Defendant USAG and while he interacted with young female athletes. 

663. It was reasonably foreseeable given the known sexual abuse in youth sports and gymnastics in 

particular that Defendant Nassar, whose sexual touching had or should have been witnessed, by 

John Geddert, and who had prior allegations against him, would sexually abuse children, 

including Plaintiff, unless properly supervised. 

664. Defendant USAG by and through its employees, agents, managers and/or assigns such as 

118 

Case 1:18-cv-01169   ECF No. 1 filed 10/15/18   PageID.121   Page 121 of 138Case 19-50012    Doc 134-4    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 348 of 365



Mr. Penny or Mr. Colarossi, knew or reasonably should have known of Defendant Nassar's 

conduct and/or that Defendant Nassar was an unfit employee, agent, and/or representative 

because of his sexual interest in children and young adults. 

665. Defendant USAG breached its duty to provide reasonable supervision of Defendant Nassar, 

and its failure permitted Defendant Nassar, who was in a position of trust and authority, to 

commit acts of sexual assault on Plaintiff. 

666. The aforementioned sexual abuse occurred while Defendant Nassar was acting in the course of 

his employment, agency and/or representation of Defendant USAG and directly thereafter 

when USAG allowed Nassar to mispresent to his USAG member patients, that he voluntarily 

left the organization when in fact he was terminated for sexual misconduct, permitting him to 

sexually abuse and molest USAG member children long after his termination. 

667. Defendant USAG tolerated, authorized and/or permitted a custom, policy, practice or 

procedure of insufficient supervision and failed to adequately screen, counsel or discipline 

Defendant Nassar, with the result that Defendant Nassar was allowed to violate the rights of 

persons such as the USAG Plaintiff with impunity. 

668. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG'S actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

suffered pain of mind and body, cognitive changes, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, 

grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented 

from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, loss of 

earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, 

counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 
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S. COUNT TWENTY-ONE 

NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO WARN OR PROTECT 
AGAINST DEFENDANT USAG 

669. USAG Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

670. Given the direct or indirect knowledge of sexual abuse in youth sports and in particular 

gymnastics, it was reasonably foreseeable that sexual abuse of minors may occur if proper 

procedures were not taken by Defendant USAG. 

671. Defendant USAG knew or should have known that Defendant Nassar posed a risk of harm 

to Plaintiff. 

672. Defendant USAG had direct and/or constructive knowledge as to the dangerous conduct of 

Defendant Nassar and failed to act reasonably and responsibly in response. 

673. Defendant USAG knew or should have known that Defendant Nassar previously committed 

sexual assault, abuse, and molestation and/or was continuing to engage in such conduct. 

674. Defendant USAG had a duty to warn or protect Plaintiff, her parents, and others in 

Plaintiff's situation against the risk of injury by Defendant Nassar. 

675. The duty to disclose this information arose by the special, trusting, confidential, and 

fiduciary relationship between Defendant Nassar in his capacity as physician, employee, 

agent, and/or representative of Defendant US AG and the USAG Plaintiff. 

676. Defendant USAG breached said duty by failing to warn the USAG Plaintiff of Defendant 

Nassar. 

677. Defendant USAG breached its duties to protect USAG Plaintiff by failing to detect and/or 

uncover evidence of sexual abuse and sexual assault, investigate Defendant Nassar, 

adjudicate and suspend and/or ban Defendant Nassar from USAG affiliation and USAG 

sanctioned events. 
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678. Defendant USAG failed to adequately screen, counsel and/or discipline Defendant Nassar 

for physical and/or mental conditions that might have rendered him unfit to discharge the 

duties and responsibilities of a physician in his capacity as an employee, agent, and/or 

representative of Defendant USAG, resulting in violations of the USAG Plaintiff's rights. 

679. Defendant USAG willfully refused to notify, give adequate warning, and implement 

appropriate safeguards to protect the USAG Plaintiff from Defendant Nassar's conduct. 

680. That Defendant USAG breached its duty by failing to warn and protect its members after 

they terminated their relationship with Nassar for cause. 

681. That Defendant USAG breached its duty by failing to notify or warn its USAG Plaintiff 

members when it knowingly allowed Nassar to post publically and announce to its USAG 

members, that he left the organization voluntarily in 2015, which was false and meant to 

deceive and allow him unfettered access to sexually assault USAG Gymnasts at MSU. 

682. That Defendant USAG breached a duty to plaintiff by permissibly allowing Nassar to 

deceive its young members and their families by allowing him to act as if he voluntarily 

terminated his relationship with USAG when in fact he was terminated due to known sexual 

misconduct in 2015. 

683. That Defendant USAG failed to warn their USAG members who they knew or should have 

known, would continue to treat with Nassar, who unknowing to the young members but 

known to USAG, had engaged in numerous instances of sexual misconduct. 

684. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG'S actions and/or inactions, USAG 

Plaintiff suffered pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations 

of emotional distress, extreme stress, cognitive changes, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to 

be prevented from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of 
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life, loss of earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, 

therapy, counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 

T. COUNT TWENTY-TWO 

NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO TRAIN OR EDUCATE 
AGAINST DEFENDANT USAG 

685. USAG Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

686. Defendant USAG breached its duty to take reasonable protective measures to protect the 

USAG Plaintiff from the risk of childhood sexual abuse and/or sexual assault by Defendant 

Nassar, such as the failure to properly train or educate Plaintiff and other individuals 

(including minors) about how to avoid such a risk. 

687. Defendant USAG failed to implement reasonable safeguards to: 

a. Prevent acts of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by Defendant Nassar; 

b. Avoid placing Defendant Nassar in positions where he would have unsupervised 

contact and interaction with Plaintiff and other young athletes. 

c. Educate their members and MSU, where Nassar knowingly would continue to treat 

their members, of his termination due to multiple sexual assault allegations. 

688. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG'S actions and/or inactions, USAG 

Plaintiff suffered pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations 

of emotional distress, cognitive changes, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, 

grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented 

from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, loss of 

earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, 

counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 
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Defendants' actions. 

U. COUNT TWENTY-THREE 

NEGLIGENT RETENTION 
AGAINST DEFENDANT USAG 

689. USAG Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

690. Defendant USAG had a duty when credentialing, hiring, retaining, screening, checking, 

regulating, monitoring, and supervising employees, agents and/or representatives to exercise 

due care, but they failed to do so. 

691. Defendant USAG was negligent in the retention of Defendant Nassar as an employee, agent, 

and/or representative in their failure to adequately investigate, report, and address 

complaints about his conduct of which they knew or should have known. 

692. Defendant USAG was negligent in the retention of Defendant Nassar when after they 

discovered, or reasonably should have discovered Defendant Nassar's conduct which 

reflected a propensity for sexual misconduct. 

693. Defendant USAG's failure to act in accordance with the standard of care resulted in 

Defendant Nassar gaining access to and sexually abusing and/or sexually the USAG Plaintiff 

as well as an unknown number of other individuals. 

694. The aforementioned negligence in the credentialing, hiring, retaining, screening, checking, 

regulating, monitoring, and supervising of Defendant Nassar created a foreseeable risk of 

harm to the USAG Plaintiff, as well as other minors and young adults. 

695. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG'S actions and/or inactions, USAG 

Plaintiff suffered discomfort, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, 

grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented 
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from performing Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, loss of 

earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, 

counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 

V. COUNT TWENTY-FOUR 

INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 
AGAINST DEFENDANT USAG 

696. USAG Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

697. Defendant USAG allowed Defendant Nassar to be in a position where he could sexually 

assault, abuse, and molest children and young adults. 

698. A reasonable person would not expect Defendant USAG to tolerate or permit their employee, 

agent, or representative to carry out sexual assault, abuse, or molestation. 

699. Defendant USAG held Defendant Nassar in high esteem and acclaim which in turn encouraged 

Plaintiffs and others to respect and trust Defendant Nassar and seek out his services and to not 

question his methods or motives. 

700. Defendant USAG protected Defendant Nassar in part to bolster its national and international 

reputation in the gymnastics community. 

701. A reasonable person would not expect Defendant USAG to be incapable of supervising 

Defendant Nassar and/or preventing Defendant Nassar from committing acts of sexual assault, 

abuse and molestation. 

702. Defendant USAG's conduct as described above was intentional and/or reckless. 

703. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG'S actions and/or inactions, USAG 

Plaintiff suffered, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations 

of emotional distress, cognitive changes, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, 
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grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented 

from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, loss of 

earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, 

counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 

W. COUNT TWENTY-FIVE 

FRAUD AND MISREPRESENTATION 
AGAINST DEFENDANT USAG 

704. USAG Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

705. From approximately 1996 to summer 2015, Defendant USAG represented to the USAG 

Plaintiff and to the public that Defendant Nassar was a competent, ethical, and safe physician. 

706. By representing that Defendant Nassar was a team physician and athletic physician at 

Defendant MSU and a National Team Physician with Defendant USAG, Defendant USAG 

represented to Plaintiff and the public that Defendant Nassar was safe, trustworthy, of high 

moral and ethical repute, and that Plaintiff and the public need not worry about being harmed 

by Defendant Nassar. 

707. The representations were false when they were made as Defendant Nassar had and was 

continuing to sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiff and an unknown number of other 

individuals. 

708. Additionally, complaints were made to John Geddert in 1998 and he witnessed an assault in 

2010 and other complaints were made to Defendant USAG, yet Defendant USAG did not 

contact their members, including the USAG Plaintiff, the MSU Defendants, or any other 

clubs, or organizations affiliated with Defendant Nassar to inform them of the allegations 

and potential harm to Plaintiff and others. 
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709. The USAG Plaintiff relied on the assertions of Defendant USAG and Plaintiff continued to 

seek treatment of Defendant Nassar in the wake of known concerns and dangers. 

710. The USAG Plaintiff was subjected to sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as a result of 

Defendant USAG's fraudulent misrepresentations regarding Defendant Nassar. 

711. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant USAG'S actions and/or inactions, USAG 

Plaintiff suffered discomfort, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, 

grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented 

from performing Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, loss of 

earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, 

counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' action. 

VIII. CLAIMS AGAINST NASSAR 

X. COUNT THIRTY-THREE 

ASSAULT & BATTERY 
ALL PLAINTIFFS AGAINST DEFENDANT LAWRENCE NASSAR 

712. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

713. The acts committed by Defendant Nassar against Plaintiff described herein constitute assault 

and battery, actionable under the laws of Michigan. 

714. Defendant Nassar committed nonconsensual sexual acts which resulted in harmful or 

offensive contact with the bodies of Plaintiff. 

715. Specifically, Defendant Nassar committed acts which caused injury to Plaintiff by subjecting 

them to an imminent battery and/or intentional invasions of their rights to be free from 

offensive and harmful contact, and said conduct demonstrated that Defendant had a present 
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ability to subject Plaintiff to an immediate, intentional, offensive and harmful touching. 

716. Defendant Nassar assaulted and battered Plaintiff by nonconsensual and unwanted digital 

vaginal penetration, digital anal penetration, and touching Plaintiffs breasts without notice 

or explanation of the "treatment." 

717. Plaintiff did not consent to the contact, which caused injury, damage, loss, and/or harm. 

718. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant Nassar's actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

suffered discomfort, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, 

grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented 

from performing Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, loss of 

earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, 

counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 

Y. COUNT THIRTY-FOUR 

INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 
ALL PLAINTIFFS AGAINST DEFENDANT LAWRENCE NASSAR 

719. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

720. Defendant Nassar used his authority and position with Defendants MSU and USAG to sexually 

assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiff, and an unknown number of other individuals, minors, and 

young adults. 

721. Defendant Nassar in committing acts of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as described 

above under the guise of medical "treatment" exhibited conduct that is extreme, outrageous 

and/or reckless in nature. 

722. A reasonable person would not expect their physician to sexually assault, abuse, or molest them, 

127 

Case 1:18-cv-01169   ECF No. 1 filed 10/15/18   PageID.130   Page 130 of 138Case 19-50012    Doc 134-4    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 357 of 365



and to do so under the guise of medical "treatment" without proper notice or explanation, and 

without giving the patient the opportunity to refuse "treatment" of that nature. 

723. Defendant Nassar's conduct was intentional or reckless as he repeatedly sexually assaulted, 

abused, and molested Plaintiff over several years, from approximately 1995 to 2014. 

724. Defendant Nassar's conduct has caused and continues to cause Plaintiff to suffer emotional and 

psychological distress. 

725. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant Nassar's actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

suffered discomfort, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, 

grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented 

from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, loss of 

earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, 

counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 

Z. COUNT THIRTY-FIVE 

FRAUD AND MISREPRENSETATION 
ALL PLAINTIFFS AGAINST DEFENDANT LAWRENCE NASSAR 

726. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

727. From approximately 1995 to September 2016, Defendant Nassar represented to Plaintiff and 

the public that he was a competent, ethical, and a safe resident, fellow or physician. 

728. By representing that he was a team physician and athletic physician at Defendant MSU and a 

National Team Physician with Defendant USAG, Defendant Nassar represented to Plaintiff 

the public that Defendant Nassar he was safe, trustworthy, of high moral and ethical repute, 

and that Plaintiff and the public need not worry about being harmed by Defendant Nassar. 
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729. The representations were false when they were made as Defendant Nassar had and was 

continuing to sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiff and an unknown number of 

individuals at MSU, Twistars' facilities, USAG meets, Defendant Nassar's home, and other 

locations. 

730. Specifically, Defendant Nassar's false representations include but are not limited to the 

following: 

a. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct were a "new procedure" 
which involved vaginal penetration; 

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as "treatment," as a pelvic 
adjustment; hip adjustment, lower back pain treatment, or hamstring stretching; 

c. making a statement, explaining to a plaintiff, a parent and another medical professional 
that the position of his hand was in an appropriate place—when it was not—and while 
he was digitally penetrating the plaintiff, all which were made contemporaneously 
and/or shortly after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by 
Defendant Nassar. 

731. The material representation(s) to Plaintiff were false, in that Defendant Nassar was actually 

engaging in conduct for his own sexual gratification and pleasure evidenced by his observed 

arousal, flushed face, and closing of the eyes during the conduct. 

732. Plaintiff relied on the assertions of Defendant Nassar and Jane IL1 Doe and several Plaintiffs in 

other cases continued to seek treatment of Defendant Nassar even after Defendant Nassar 

became aware of concerns and complaints of his "treatment." 

733. When Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s), he knew that they were false, in 

that he knew that the "treatment[s]" were not proper, appropriate, legitimate, and/or 

considered within standard of care by any physician of any specialty and/or sports therapist. 

734. Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s) with the intent that the material 

representation(s) should be acted and/or relied upon by Plaintiff such that Plaintiff: 

a. should believe that the "treatments" were in fact "treatments;" 
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b. should believe that the "treatment[s]" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; should 

not believe that they had been sexually assaulted; 

c. should not believe that they had been sexually assaulted so that he could prevent 

discovery of his sexual assaults; should continue the "treatment[s]" so that he could 

continue to sexually assault them; should not question and/or report the conduct to 

appropriate authorities; and, 

d. should not reasonably believe and not be aware of a possible cause of action that they 

have against Defendant Nassar and/or Defendant MSU. 

735. Defendant Nassar concealed the fraud by an affirmative act(s) that was/were designed and/or 

planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his 

fraud, in that he: 

a. positioned himself in a manner in which parents or chaperones in the room could not 

see his conduct, so that he could conceal and prevent discovery of his conduct; 

b. dismissed a medical professional from the room, during an examination of a plaintiff of 

whom he was digitally penetrating, who questioned the placement of his hands; 

c. prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, guardians, and/or 

caregivers from being in the room during some examinations and treatments of 

Plaintiff so that he could sexually assault Plaintiff; 

d. did not abide by or follow the standard of care which requires another medical 

professional, chaperone, parent, guardian, and/or caregiver be in the room during the 

examination and treatment of minors and female patients; 

e. did not abide by or follow restrictions that had been put into place in 2014 by 

Defendant MSU restricting his examination and treatment of patients only with another 

person in the room; and, 
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f. gave Plaintiff, at appointments, gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, leotards, and other 

items, some with USAG logos and others without, in order to gain their trust. 

736. The actions and inactions of Defendant Nassar, as described in the preceding paragraphs, 

constituted Fraud. 

737. Between the times of the 1998 complaint to Twistars, the 1999 complaint to MSU coaches and 

trainers, the 2000 complaint to MSU trainers, the 2004 complaint to Meridian Township Police, 

the 2014 Complaint to MSU officials, and September 2016 when he was fired, Defendant 

Nassar continued to hold himself out as a competent and safe physician. 

738. Plaintiff was subjected to sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as a result of Defendant 

Nassar's' fraudulent misrepresentations regarding Defendant Nassar. 

739. At all times pertinent to this action, Defendant Nassar was an agent, apparent agent, servant, 

and employee of the MSU Defendants and operated within the scope of his employment and 

his negligence is imputed to the MSU Defendants. 

740. At all times material hereto, Plaintiff was entirely free of any negligence contributing to the 

injuries and damages hereinafter alleged. 

741. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant Nassar's actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

suffered discomfort, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, 

grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented 

from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, loss of 

earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, 

counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 

IX. DAMAGES - FOR ALL AFOREMENTIONED CAUSES OF ACTION 
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742. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the previous 

paragraphs. 

743. As a direct and/or proximate result of all Defendants actions and/or inactions, Plaintiff 

suffered discomfort, pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, 

grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented 

from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, loss of 

earning capacity; and have required and will continue to require treatment, therapy, 

counseling, and hospitalization to address the mental anguish and despair caused by 

Defendants' actions. 

744. The conduct, actions and/or inactions of Defendants as alleged in the above stated counts 

and causes of action constitute violations of Plaintiff's Constitutional and Federal rights as 

well as the common and/or statutory laws of the State of Michigan, and the United States 

District Court has jurisdiction to hear and adjudicate said claims. 

745. In whole or in part, as a result of some or all of the above actions and/or inactions of 

Defendants, Plaintiff has and continue to suffer irreparable harm as a result of the violations. 

746. The amount in controversy for said Plaintiff exceeds the jurisdictional minimum of 

$75,000.00. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff requests this Court and the finder of fact to enter a Judgment in 

Plaintiff's favor against all named Defendants on all counts and claims as indicated above in an 

amount consistent with the proofs at trial, and seeks against Defendants all appropriate damages 

arising out of law, equity, and fact for each or all of the above counts where applicable and hereby 

requests that the trier of fact, be it judge or jury, award Plaintiff all applicable damages, including but 

not limited to compensatory, special, exemplary and/or punitive damages, in whatever amount the 
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Plaintiff is entitled, and all other relief arising out of law, equity, and fact, also including but not 

limited to: 

a) Compensatory damages in an amount to be determined as fair and just under the 
circumstances, by the trier of fact including, but not limited to medical expenses, loss 
of earnings, mental anguish, anxiety, humiliation, and embarrassment, violation of 
Plaintiff's Constitutional, Federal, and State rights, loss of social pleasure and 
enjoyment, and other damages to be proved; 

b) Punitive and/or exemplary damages in an amount to be determined as reasonable or 
just by the trier of fact; 

c) Reasonable attorney fees, interest, and costs; and, 

d) Other declaratory, equitable, and/or injunctive relief, including, but not limited to 
implementation of institutional reform and measures of accountability to ensure the 
safety and protection of young athletes and other individuals, as appears to be 
reasonable and just. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Js/ Jami W. Jones 

Dated: October 12, 2018 
Jami Jones (P64720) 
Jami Jones PLLC 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
43494 Woodward Ave Suite 200 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
(248) 745-1000 
E: ijones@idealjustice.com 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN - SOUTHERN DIVISION 

JANE BR 1 DOE AS NEXT FRIEND OF 
JANE BR 2 DOE, 

Plaintiff; 

v. 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY; THE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF MICHIGAN 
STATE UNIVERSITY; LAWRENCE 
GERARD NASSAR (individually); WILLIAM 
D. STRAMPEL (individually); JEFFREY R. 
KOVAN (individually); DOUGLAS DIETZEL 
(individually); GARY STOLLAK (individually); 
DESTINY TEACHNOR-HAUK (individually); 
KATHIE KLAGES (individually); and USA 
GYMNASTICS, INC., 

Defendants. 

Jami W. Jones (P64720) 
Jami Jones PLLC 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
43494 Woodward Ave. Suite 200 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
(248) 745-1000 
Fax: (248) 221-5599 
jjones@idealjustice.com 

Lead Case No.: 1:17-cv-00029 
Member Case No.: 1:18-cv-
Hon. Judge Quest 

Complaint and Jury Demand 

JURY DEMAND 

NOW COMES the Plaintiff, by and through her attorney, Jami Jones, and hereby demands a 

trial by jury for all claims set forth above. 

Dated: October 12, 2018 

Respectfully Submitted, 

/s/ Jami W. Jones 
Jami Jones (P64720) 
Jami Jones PLLC 

134 Attorney for Plaintiff 
43494 Woodward Ave Suite 200 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN - SOUTHERN DIVISION 

KATHERINE GORDON; 

Plaintiff, 
v. 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY; THE BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES OF MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY; 
LAWRENCE GERARD NASSAR (individually); 
WILLIAM D. STRAMPEL (individually); 
JEFFREY R. KOVAN (individually); 
GARY STOLLAK (individually); 
KATHIE KLAGES (individually); 
DESTINY TEACHNOR-HAUK (individually); 

Defendants. 

Case No. 

HON. 

Stephen R. Drew (P24323) 
Adam C. Sturdivant (P72285) 
DREW, COOPER & ANDING 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
80 Ottawa Avenue NW, Suite 200 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 
Phone: (616) 454-8300 
E-mail: sdrew@dca-lawyers.com 
E-mail: asturdivant@dca-lawyers.com 

John C. Manly (CA 149080) 
Vince W. Finaldi (CA 238279) 
Alex E. Cunny (CA 291567) 
MANLY, STEWART & FINALDI 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
19100 Von Karman Avenue, Suite 800 
Irvine, California 92612 
Phone: (949) 252-9990 
E-mail: jmanly@manlystewart.com 
E-mail: vfinaldi@manlystewart.com 
E-mail: acunny@manlystewart.com 

COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

A civil action between these parties or other parties arising out of the 
transaction or occurrence alleged in this complaint has been 
previously filed in this Court, where it was given docket number 
1:17-cv-00029 and was assigned to Judge Gordon J. Quist. The 
action remains pending. 
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A civil action between these parties or other parties arising out of the 
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1:17-cv-00029 and was assigned to Judge Gordon J. Quist. The 
action remains pending.
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COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

NOW COMES Plaintiff, Katherine Gordon, by and through her attorneys DREW, 

COOPER & ANDING, and MANLY, STEWART & FINALDI, hereby alleges and states as 

follows: 

I. PRELIMINARY STATEMENT AND INTRODUCTION 

1. This is a civil action for declaratory, injunctive, equitable, and monetary relief for injuries 

sustained by Plaintiffs1 as a result of the acts, conduct, and omissions of Defendants 

Lawrence Nassar, Michigan State University ("MSU"), Board of Trustees of Michigan 

State University ("MSU Trustees"), William D. Strampel, Jeffrey R. Kovan, Gary Stollak, 

Kathie Klages, Destiny Teachnor-Hauk, and their respective employees, representatives, 

and agents, relating to sexual assault, abuse, molestation, and nonconsensual sexual 

touching and harassment by Defendant Nassar against Plaintiffs, all female, many of whom 

were minors when the sexual assaults took place. 

2. Plaintiffs are or were young athletes participating in a variety of sports including but not 

limited to gymnastics, dance, swimming, figure skating, track and field, field hockey, 

basketball, and soccer. 

3. Defendant Nassar came highly recommended to Plaintiffs as a renowned orthopedic sports 

medicine physician, purportedly well-respected in the sports medicine community, 

specifically in the gymnastics community as the Team Physician for the United States 

1 References to Plaintiffs (plural) and other named Plaintiffs references Plaintiff Gordon as well as 
Plaintiffs in W.D. Mich. Case Nos. 1:17-cv-29, 1:17-cv-222, 1:17-cv-244, 1:17-cv-254, 1:17-cv-
257, 1:17-cv-288, 1:17-cv-349, 1:17-cv-676, and 1:17-cv-684. Plaintiff Gordon sought to join lead 
case 1:17-cv-29 as a Plaintiff, but initiated this action separately in order to file her claim prior to 
her 19th birthday, which falls before the February 28, 2018 deadline to amend complaints ordered 
by this Court in 1:17-cv-29, ECF 194, PageID.8136-8137. 
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Gymnastics team. 

4. Plaintiffs and their parents had no reason to suspect Defendant Nassar was anything other 

than a competent and ethical physician. 

5. From approximately 1996 to 2016 Defendant Nassar worked for Michigan State University 

in various positions and capacities. 

6. From 1986 to approximately 2015 Defendant Nassar also worked for USA Gymnastics in 

various positions and capacities. 

7. For over 20 years, Defendant Nassar had unfettered access to young female athletes 

through the Sports Medicine Clinic at MSU, and through his involvement with USAG and 

Twistars, who referred athletes to his care. 

8. To gain Plaintiffs' trust, at appointments, Defendant Nassar would give some Plaintiffs 

gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, leotards, and other items, some with USAG logos and 

others without. 

9. From 1996 to 1999, under the guise of treatment, Defendant Nassar sexually assaulted, 

abused, and molested dozens of Plaintiffs, most of whom were minors, by nonconsensual 

vaginal and anal digital penetration without the use of gloves or lubricant. In some 

situations, he also touched and groped their breasts. 

10. The Plaintiffs who were sexually assaulted, abused, and molested from 1996 to 1999 were 

seeking treatment for athletic injuries to their lower backs, shins, hamstrings, hip, tailbone, 

elbow, groin, foot, and knees. 

11. While most of the assaults were carried out at MSU, others were carried out at USAG 

sponsored events, and Twistars. 

12. The ages of the Plaintiffs assaulted during 1996 to 1999 ranged from approximately 6 to 
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22 years old. 

13. In or around 1997 or 1998, Plaintiff Larissa Boyce2 reported to Defendant Klages concerns 

regarding Defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatment." 

14. Defendant Klages dissuaded Plaintiff Boyce from completing a formal report and warned 

Boyce that the report would have serious consequences for both Plaintiff Boyce and 

Defendant Nassar. 

15. Around that same time, Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe3 was questioned by Defendant Klages 

regarding Nassar's "treatment" and Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe affirmatively confirmed she had 

also been sexually assaulted and abused. 

16. Defendant Klages told Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe there was no reason to bring up or otherwise 

report Defendant Nassar's conduct. 

17. In 1999, Jane A19 Doe, a MSU student athlete, reported to trainers and her coach Kelli 

Bert who were employees of MSU concerns about Defendant Nassar's conduct and 

"treatment," yet MSU failed to take any action in response to her complaints. 

18. In 2000, Jane T.T. Doe, another MSU student athlete reported to trainers concerns about 

Defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatment," yet again MSU failed to take any action in 

response to her complaints. 

19. Many Plaintiffs were seen alone with only the individual Plaintiff and Defendant Nassar in 

the room, without chaperones. 

20. At other times, Defendant Nassar would position himself in a manner in which parents or 

chaperones in the room could not see his conduct. 

2 Plaintiff Boyce is a Plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-222. 
3 Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe is a Plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-222. 
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21. Because MSU took no action to investigate the 1997/1998, 1999, or 2000 complaints and 

took no corrective action, from 2000 to 2016, under the guise of treatment, several dozen 

Plaintiffs, many of whom were minors, were also sexually assaulted, abused, and molested 

by Defendant Nassar by nonconsensual vaginal and anal digital penetration, nonconsensual 

sexual touching of the vaginal area without the use of gloves or lubricant and by 

nonconsensual touching and groping of their breasts. 

22. While most victims were assaulted at MSU, other victims were assaulted at USAG 

sanctioned events around the nation, Twistars, and Defendant Nassar's residence. 

23. The ages of the Plaintiffs assaulted by Defendant Nassar from 2000 to 2016 ranged from 8 

to 29 years old. 

24. Plaintiff Gordon was sexually assaulted, abused, and molested by Defendant Nassar during 

this time period. 

25. Plaintiff Gordon was approximately 13 years old at the time she was sexually assaulted, 

abused, and molested. 

26. Additional complaints regarding Defendant Nassar's conduct surfaced in 2014. Plaintiff 

Jane D1 Doe reported she had an appointment with Defendant Nassar to address hip pain 

and was sexually abused and molested by Defendant Nassar when he cupped her buttocks, 

massaged her breast and vaginal area, and became sexually aroused.5

27. Upon information and belief, Defendant MSU investigated the 2014 complaints through 

their Office of Institutional Equity, and although Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe reported to 

4 W.D. Mich 1:17-cv-254. 
5 See, At MSU: Assault, harassment and secrecy. Matt Mencarini, December 15, 2016. Available 
at, http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2016/12/15/michigan-state-sexual-
assault-harassment-larry-nassar/94993582/. Last accessed Feb. 17, 2018. 
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Defendant MSU certain facts, some were omitted from the investigative report including 

but not limited to the following: 

a. Defendant Nassar was sexually aroused while touching her; 

b. The appointment with Defendant Nassar did not end until she physically removed 

his hands from her body. 

28. Three months after initiating the investigation, in July 2014, the victim's complaints were 

dismissed and Defendant MSU issued a report to Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe with conclusions 

which stated: 

a. Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe didn't understand the "nuanced difference" between sexual 

assault and an appropriate medical procedure; and, 

b. Defendant Nassar's conduct was "medically appropriate" and "Not of a sexual 

nature."6

29. Unbeknownst to Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe, a second report was issued by Defendant MSU 

regarding Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe's complaints with an entirely different conclusion section 

which stated: 

We cannot find that the conduct was of a sexual nature. Thus, it did not violate the 
Sexual Harassment Policy. However, we fmd the claim helpful in that it brought to 
light some significant problems that the practice will want to address. 

We fmd that whether medically sound or not, the failure to adequately explain 
procedures such as these invasive, sensitive procedures, is opening the practice up 
to liability and is exposing patients to unnecessary trauma based on the possibility 
of perceived inappropriate sexual misconduct. In addition, we find that the failure 
to obtain consent from patients prior to the procedure is likewise exposing the 
practice to liability. If procedures can be performed skin-on-skin or over clothes in 
the breast or pelvic floor area, it would seem patients should have the choice 
between the two. Having a resident, nurse or someone in room during a sensitive 
procedure protects doctors and provides patients with peace of mind. If "touching 
is what DO's do" and that is not commonly known, perhaps the practice will want 

6
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to consider a disclaimer or information sheet with that information provided to the 
patient up front. 

Finally, we believe the practice should consider whether its procedure for intake of 
complaints about physicians' behavior is adequate. [Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe] claims 
she tried to file a complaint with the front desk receptionist, telling her that she was 
cancelling her appointment because she felt "violated." Whether this triggers a 
reporting protocol should be examined by the practice.7

30. Following the investigation, upon information and belief Defendant Nassar became subject 

to new institutional guidelines as follows: 

a. "We will have another person, (resident, nurse, etc.) in the room whenever we are 

approaching a patient to preform [sic] procedures of anything close to a sensitive 

area." 

b. "The procedure which caused [Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe] emotional distress because 

of her interpretation will be modified in the future to be sure there is little to no skin 

to skin contact when in these regions. Should this be absolutely necessary, the 

procedure will be explained in detail with another person in the room for both the 

explanation and the procedure." 

c. "New people in our practice will be oriented to be sure they understand these 

requirements."8

31. The guidelines were issued by Defendant Strampel to Defendant Nassar on or around July 

30, 2014. 

7 See, MSU hid full conclusions of 2014 Nassar report from victim, Matt Mencarini, Lansing State 
Journal, Jan. 26, 2018, available at, 
http s : //www.lansingstatej ournal. com/story/news/loca1/2018/01/26/michigan -state-larry-nas s ar-
title-ix/1069493001/. Last accessed, Feb. 13, 2018. 
8 See, The secret Nassar report MSU didn't want his abuse victim to see, Kate Wells, Michigan 
Radio, January 26, 2018, available at http://michiganradio.org/post/secret-nassar-report-msu-
didn-t-want-his-abuse-victim-see, Last accessed Feb. 17, 2018. 
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32. After issuing the guidelines to Defendant Nassar, Defendant Strampel failed to ensure 

Defendant Nassar was adhering to the guidelines listed above. 

33. In an interview with Defendant Strampel on or around March 14, 2017, Defendant 

Strampel told investigators he did not see the need to follow up with Nassar to ensure that 

he was complying with the guidelines.9

34. New employees at Defendant MSU's MSU Sports Medicine Clinic were not oriented 

regarding the guidelines listed above.10

35. Consequently, Defendant Nassar continued to treat patients alone. 

36. Defendant Nassar continued to perform the "procedure" without gloves. 

37. Defendant Nassar did not modify the "procedure" to limit skin-to-skin contact. 

38. Following the investigation, between approximately 2014 and 2016, again, dozens of 

Plaintiffs were sexually assaulted by Defendant Nassar.11

39. Through his position with MSU, his notoriety, and support by USAG and Twistars, 

Defendant Nassar used his position of authority as a medical professional to abuse 

Plaintiffs without any reasonable supervision by MSU or USAG. 

9 See, MSU let Larry Nassar see patients for 16 months during criminal sex assault investigation, 
Matt Mencarini, Lansing State Journal, December 20, 2017, available at 
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2017/12/19/michigan-state-larry-
nassar/964034001/, Last accessed Feb. 17, 2018. See also, Nassar continued to work during MSU 
police investigation, victims say assaults continued, Kate Wells, December 20, 2017, available at 
http://michiganradio.org/post/nassar-continued-work-during-msu-police-investigation-victims-
say-assaults-continued, Last accessed Feb. 17, 2018. 
1° See e.g., Witness: MSU knew Nassar asked her to leave girl's exam, Kim Kozlowski, December 
21, 2017, available at http://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/michigan/2017/12/21/msu-nassar-
scandal-witness-claims-retribution/108800992/, Last accessed Feb. 13, 2018. 
11 See, As F.B.I. Took a Year to Pursue the Nassar Case, Dozens Say They Were Molested, Dan 
Berry, Serge F. Kovaleski, and Juliet Macur, February 3, 2018, available at 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/03/sports/nassar-fbi.html, Last accessed Feb. 17, 2018 
(reporting at least 40 victims were assaulted, abused, and molested between approximately July 
2015 and September 2016). 
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40. Defendant Nassar carried out these acts without fully explaining the "treatment" or 

obtaining consent of Plaintiffs or their parents. 

41. All of Defendant Nassar's acts were conducted under the guise of providing medical care 

at his office at Michigan State University, at Twistars, or at USAG sanctioned events. 

42. The failure to give proper notice or to obtain consent for the purported "treatment" from 

Plaintiffs or their parents robbed them of the opportunity to reject the "treatment." 

43. Defendant Nassar used his position of trust and confidence in an abusive manner causing 

Plaintiffs to suffer a variety of injuries including shock, humiliation, emotional distress and 

related physical manifestations thereof, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, and 

loss of enjoyment of life. 

44. In September 2016, a story was published regarding a complaint filed with Defendant 

MSU's Police Department titled "Former USA Gymnastics doctor accused of Abuse," 

which included Plaintiff Denhollander's allegations against Defendant Nassar. 

45. Following the September 2016 publication, other victims began coming forward after 

recognizing they were victims of sexual abuse at a time when most of them were minors. 

46. Plaintiffs have been forced to repeatedly relive the trauma of the sexual assaults. 

47. In summer 2015, USAG relieved Defendant Nassar of his duties after becoming aware of 

concerns about his actions, yet USAG failed to inform Michigan State University of the 

circumstances regarding his dismissal. 

48. As early as 1997 or 1998, representatives of Michigan State University were made aware 

of Defendant Nassar's conduct, yet failed to appropriately respond to allegations, resulting 

in the sexual assault, abuse, and molestation of Plaintiffs through approximately 2016. 

49. Michigan State University's deliberate indifference before, during, and after the sexual 
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assault, abuse, and molestation of Plaintiffs was in violation of Title IX of the Education 

Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C. §1681 et seq., 42 U.S. C. §1983, as well as other Federal 

and State laws. 

50. The MSU Defendants' (as well as USAG, the USOC, and Twistars) failure to properly 

supervise Defendant Nassar and their negligence in retaining Defendant Nassar was in 

breach of their fiduciary duties to Plaintiffs with whom they had a special relationship, 

including Plaintiff Gordon, and in violation of Michigan common law. 

51. In late November 2016, Defendant Nassar was arrested and charged in Ingham County, 

Michigan on three charges of first-degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13.12

52. In mid-December 2016, Defendant Nassar was indicted, arrested, and charged in Federal 

Court in Grand Rapids, Michigan on charges of possession of child pornography and 

receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography. 

53. On February 7, 2017, an additional count was added to Defendant Nassar's Federal charges 

for destruction and concealment of records and tangible objects as Defendant Nassar 

"caused a third party vendor to permanently delete and destroy all images, records, 

documents, and drives contained on the hard drive of a laptop computer, and [Defendant 

Nassar] threw in the trash a number of external hard drives" while under investigation for 

"his possession of child pornography, his receipt and attempted receipt of child 

pornography, and his sexual exploitation and attempted sexual exploitation of children.13

54. On February 22, 2017, Defendant Nassar was arraigned on 22 counts of first-degree 

criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13 years old, and 14 counts of third-degree 

12 State of Michigan, Ingham County Circuit Court Case No. 1603031. 
13 W.D. Mich. 1:16-cr-242, ECF 16, PageID.88. 
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criminal sexual conduct with a person under the age of 13 years old in Ingham County, 

Michigan14 and Eaton County, Michigan.15 Plaintiff Denhollander is among the victims 

identified in the most recent state criminal charges.16

55. On July 10, 2017, Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty to the federal charges of possession of 

child pornography, receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography, and destruction and 

concealment of records and tangible objects.17

56. On November 22, 2017, Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty to 7 counts of first-degree 

criminal sexual conduct in Ingham County Michigan. 

57. On November 29, 2017, Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty to 3 counts of first degree 

criminal sexual conduct in Eaton County Michigan. 

58. On December 7, 2017, Defendant Nassar was sentenced to a 720 months (60 years) prison 

term for the federal child pornography charges. 

59. From, January 16, 2018 to January 24, 2018, a sentencing hearing was held in Ingham 

County Michigan for the 7 counts of first-degree criminal sexual conduct to which 

Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty. 

60. Dozens of Plaintiffs and many others provided victim impact statements at the hearing and 

14State v. Nassar, Ingham County District Court Case No. 17-00425, see also, 
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552531 7.pdf 
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http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ag/Nassar affidavit Eaton County charges Feb. 2017 5 
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16 Although the sexual assault victims are not identified by name in the affidavits hyperlinked 
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http://www.mlive.com/news/index.ssf/2017/02/victim c in michigan state dr.html. Last 
accessed Feb. 17, 2018. 
17 1:16-cr-00242, Page ID.114, 119. 
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some of the Plaintiffs who were seeking to proceed anonymously in this litigation chose to 

publicly identify themselves at the sentencing hearing. 

61. On January 24, 2018, Defendant Nassar was sentenced to a 40 to 175 year prison term for 

the Ingham County charges. 

62. From January 31, 2018 to February 5, 2018, a sentencing hearing was held in Eaton County 

Michigan for the 3 counts of first degree criminal sexual conduct to which Defendant 

Nassar pleaded guilty. 

63. Again, dozens of Plaintiffs and many others provided victim impact statements at the 

hearing and some of the Plaintiffs who were seeking to proceed anonymously in this 

litigation chose to publicly identify themselves at the sentencing hearing. 

64. On February 5, 2018, Defendant Nassar was sentenced to a 40 to 125 year prison term for 

the Eaton County charges. 

65. Ultimately, the acts, conduct, and omissions of the MSU Defendants, USA Gymnastics, 

and Twistars, their employees, representatives, and agents, and their policies, customs, and 

practices with respect to investigating sexual assault allegations severely compromised the 

safety and health of Plaintiffs and an unknown number of individuals, and have resulted in 

repeated instances of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation of Plaintiffs by Defendant 

Nassar, which has been devastating for Plaintiffs and their families, including Plaintiff 

Gordon and her family. 

66. This action arises from Defendants' blatant disregard for Plaintiff's federal and state rights, 

and Defendants' deliberately indifferent and unreasonable response to physician-on-

patient/physician-on-student sexual assault, abuse, and molestation. 

II. JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

11 
TOC 

11 
TOC

some of the Plaintiffs who were seeking to proceed anonymously in this litigation chose to 

publicly identify themselves at the sentencing hearing.  

61. On January 24, 2018, Defendant Nassar was sentenced to a 40 to 175 year prison term for 

the Ingham County charges.  

62. From January 31, 2018 to February 5, 2018, a sentencing hearing was held in Eaton County 

Michigan for the 3 counts of first degree criminal sexual conduct to which Defendant 

Nassar pleaded guilty.  

63. Again, dozens of Plaintiffs and many others provided victim impact statements at the 

hearing and some of the Plaintiffs who were seeking to proceed anonymously in this 

litigation chose to publicly identify themselves at the sentencing hearing.  

64. On February 5, 2018, Defendant Nassar was sentenced to a 40 to 125 year prison term for 

the Eaton County charges. 

65. Ultimately, the acts, conduct, and omissions of the MSU Defendants, USA Gymnastics, 

and Twistars, their employees, representatives, and agents, and their policies, customs, and 

practices with respect to investigating sexual assault allegations severely compromised the 

safety and health of Plaintiffs and an unknown number of individuals, and have resulted in 

repeated instances of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation of Plaintiffs by Defendant 

Nassar, which has been devastating for Plaintiffs and their families, including Plaintiff 

Gordon and her family.  

66.  federal and state rights, 

sician-on-

patient/physician-on-student sexual assault, abuse, and molestation.  

II. JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

Ý¿» ïæïèó½ªóððïéî   ÛÝÚ Ò±ò ï º·´»¼ ðîñïéñïè   Ð¿¹»×Üòïì   Ð¿¹» ïì ±º ççCase 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 15 of 704



Case 1:18-cv-00172 ECF No. 1 filed 02/17/18 PagelD.15 Page 15 of 99 

67. This action is brought pursuant to Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, 20 

U.S.C. §1681, et seq., as more fully set forth herein. 

68. This is also an action to redress the deprivation of Plaintiffs' constitutional rights under the 

Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §1983. 

69. Subject matter jurisdiction is founded upon 28 U.S.C. §1331 which gives district courts 

jurisdiction over all civil actions arising under the Constitution, laws, and treaties of the 

United States. 

70. Subject matter jurisdiction is also founded upon 28 U.S.C. §1343 which gives district 

courts original jurisdiction over any civil actions authorized by law to be brought by any 

person to redress the deprivation, under color of any State Law, statute, ordinance, 

regulation, custom or usage, of any right, privilege or immunity secured by the Constitution 

of the United States or by any Act of Congress providing for equal rights of citizens or of 

all persons within the jurisdiction of the United States, and any civil action to recover 

damages or to secure equitable relief under any Act of Congress providing for the 

protection of civil rights. 

71. Plaintiffs further invoke the supplemental jurisdiction of this Court, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1367(a) to hear and decide claims arising under state law that are so related to the claims 

within the original jurisdiction of this Court that they form part of the same case or 

controversy. 

72. The claims are cognizable under the United States Constitution, 42 U.S.C. §1983, 20 

U.S.C. §1681 et seq., and under Michigan Law. 

73. The events giving rise to this lawsuit occurred in Ingham County, Michigan which sits in 

the Southern Division of the Western District of Michigan. 
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74. Venue is proper in the United States District Court for the Western District of Michigan, 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391 (b)(2), in that this is the judicial district in which the events 

giving rise to the claim occurred. 

75. Because Michigan State University is a public university organized and existing under the 

laws of the State of Michigan, and Michigan statutory law requires parties to file a Notice 

of Intention to File Claim in order to maintain any action against the state, in satisfaction 

of M.C.L. §600.6431, Katherine Gordon filed a Notice of Intent to File Claim prior to 

initiating this action in satisfaction of this requirement. 

III. PARTIES AND KEY INDIVIDUALS 

76. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

77. Plaintiff Katherine Gordon is an adult female and is a resident of Michigan. Plaintiff 

Katherine Gordon was a minor at the times she was sexually assaulted, abused and 

molested by Defendant Nassar. 

78. Defendant Lawrence "Larry" Nassar, was a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine and was a 

resident of Michigan at all relevant times. Upon information and belief, Defendant Nassar 

is an inmate in the custody of the Federal Bureau of Prisons. 

79. Defendant Michigan State University (hereinafter, "Defendant MSU") was at all relevant 

times and continues to be a public university organized and existing under the laws of the 

state of Michigan. 

80. Defendant Michigan State University receives federal financial assistance and is therefore 

subject to Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C. §1681(a). 

81. Defendant The Board of Trustees of Michigan State University (hereinafter, "Defendant 
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MSU Trustees") is the governing body for Michigan State University. 

82. Lou Anna K. Simon is the immediate past President of Defendant MSU, appointed in 

approximately January 2005. Prior to her appointment as President, Ms. Simon held several 

administrative roles including assistant provost for general academic administration, 

associate provost, and provost and vice president for academic affairs during her career 

with MSU. 

83. M. Peter McPherson is a past President of Defendant MSU, and served as President from 

approximately 1993 — 2004. 

84. Mark Hollis is the immediate past Athletic Director of Defendant MSU. 

85. Defendant William D. Strampel, D.O. was the Dean of the College of Osteopathic 

Medicine at Michigan State University and served as Dean beginning in approximately 

April 2002 and as Acting Dean between December 2001 and April 2002. Defendant 

Strampel resigned as Dean in or around December 2017. 

86. Defendant Jeffrey R. Kovan, D.O. is or was the Director of Division of Sports Medicine at 

Michigan State University. 

87. Defendant Gary Stollak is or was a Michigan State University clinical psychologist and 

Professor of Psychology. 

88. Defendant Kathie Klages was the Head Coach of Defendant MSU's Gymnastics 

Team/Program and conducted classes and programs for children and young adults who 

were not members of the MSU Gymnastics Team/Program. 

89. Defendant Destiny Teachnor-Hauk is or was an athletic trainer for Defendant MSU for 

various sports including, but not limited to, softball, track and field, gymnastics, rowing, 

and volleyball. 
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90. Defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, Strampel, Kovan, Stollak, Klages, Teachnor-Hauk, and 

Nassar are hereinafter collectively referred to as the MSU Defendants. 

91. Lianna Hadden is or was an athletic trainer for Defendant MSU for various sports 

including, but not limited to softball, track and field, gymnastics, rowing, and volleyball. 

92. Kelli Bert is or was the Head Coach of Defendant MSU's Track and Field Team/Program. 

93. Brooke Lemmen, D.O. is or was a practicing physician with Defendant MSU's Sports 

Medicine Clinic from approximately 2010 to 2017. 

94. United States of America Gymnastics (hereinafter "USAG") was and continues to be an 

organization incorporated in Indiana, authorized to conduct business and conducting business 

throughout the United States, including but not limited to Michigan. 

95. Steve Penny is the immediate past president and Chief Executive Officer of USAG (named 

in approximately April 2005), who was responsible for the overall management and 

strategic planning of USAG. 

96. Robert Colarossi is the past president of USAG and held the position from approximately 

1998 to 2005, and during that time was responsible for the overall management and 

strategic planning of USAG. 

97. Bela Karolyi is a former Romanian gymnastics coach who defected to the United States in 

the early 1980's, previously served as National Team Coordinator for USAG, and trained 

elite level USAG member gymnasts at a facility operated in the State of Texas. 

98. Martha Karolyi, the wife of Bela Karolyi who also defected to the United States in the early 

1980's, assisted in the operation, management, control, and supervision of the facility 

operated in the State of Texas where she and her husband trained elite level USAG member 

gymnasts. 
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99. Martha Karolyi is a former National Team Coordinator for the USAG Women's 

Gymnastics Team. 

100. Valeri Liukin is the immediate past National Team Coordinator for the USAG Women's 

Gymnastics Team. 

101. The Karolyi Ranch as referenced herein refers to the facility located in Huntsville, Texas 

also known as the USAG National Team Training Center and/or any of the following 

business entities believed to be incorporated in the state of Texas: Karolyi Training Camps, 

LLC; Karolyi World Gymnastics, Inc.; and/or, Karolyi' s Elite. 

102. The United States Olympic Committee (hereinafter, "USOC") is the National Olympic 

Committee for the United States of America charged with overseeing U.S. Teams for the 

Olympic Games. 

103. The USOC, established under the Ted Stevens Olympic and Amateur Sports Act (36 U.S.C. 

§220501, et seq., formerly the Amateur Sports Act of 1978), provides for the National 

Governing Bodies for each Olympic Sport. 

104. The USOC has designated USAG as the National Governing Body for the Olympic sport 

of Gymnastics in the United States of America. 

105. Twistars USA, Inc. d/b/a Geddert's Twistars Gymnastics Club USA (hereinafter, 

"Twistars") was and continues to be an organization incorporated in Michigan. 

106. John Geddert is or was the owner and operator of Twistars USA, Inc. d/b/a Geddert's 

Twistars Gymnastics Club USA. Geddert also served as the USA World and 2012 Olympic 

Women's Gymnastics Team Head Coach. 

IV. COMMON FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

107. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 
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previous paragraphs. 

108. At all relevant times, Defendants Nassar, Stollak, Strampel, Kovan, Teachnor-Hauk and 

Klages maintained employment and offices at MSU in East Lansing, Michigan. 

109. At all relevant times, Defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, Nassar, Stollak, Strampel, Kovan, 

Teachnor-Hauk and Klages were acting under color of law, to wit, under color of statutes, 

ordinances, regulations, policies, customs, and usages of the State of Michigan and/or 

Defendant Michigan State University. 

110. Defendant Gary Stollak, Ph.D. was employed by the MSU Defendants and served as 

Professor of Psychology at MSU. 

111. Defendant Stollak also provided clinical psychology services while employed by MSU as 

Professor of Psychology. 

112. Defendant Strampel, D.O. was the immediate supervisor of Defendant Nassar. 

113. Defendant Kovan was the supervisor of the Department of Radiology, under which 

Defendant Nassar practiced medicine, and also serves as Director of Sports Medicine for 

Defendant MSU. 

114. Defendant Kathie Klages as head coach of the MSU Gymnastics Program conducted 

classes and programs for minor children and young adults who were not MSU student 

athletes. 

115. Defendant Klages regularly referred MSU student athletes as well as young athletes who 

were not MSU students to Defendant Nassar for medical treatment. 

116. Defendant Destiny Teachnor-Hauk provided athletic training services to MSU student 

athletes. 

117. Defendant Teachnor-Hauk regularly referred MSU student athletes to Defendant Nassar 
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for medical treatment. 

118. At all relevant times Defendants Nassar, Stollak, Strampel, Kovan, Teachnor-Hauk and 

Klages were acting in the scope of their employment or agency with Defendant MSU. 

119. At all relevant times Defendants Nassar, Stollak, Strampel, Kovan, and Teachnor-Hauk 

had a special relationship and collegial affiliation with one another as co-employees for 

Defendant MSU and as fellow medical professionals. 

120. At all relevant times Defendants Nassar and Klages had a special relationship and collegial 

affiliation with one another as co-employees for Defendant MSU. 

121. At all relevant times Defendants Nassar and Geddert were acting within the scope of their 

employment or agency with USAG. 

122. At all relevant times Defendant Nassar and Geddert were acting within the scope of their 

agency with Twistars. 

123. Defendant Nassar graduated from Michigan State University with a Doctor of Osteopathic 

Medicine degree in approximately 1993. 

124. Defendant Nassar was employed by and/or an agent of USAG from approximately 1986 to 

2015, serving in various positions including but not limited to: 

a. Certified Athletic Trainer; 

b. Osteopathic Physician; 

c. National Medical Director; 

d. National Team Physician, USA Gymnastics; 

e. National Team Physician, USA Gymnastics Women's Artistic Gymnastics 

National Team. 

125. Defendant Nassar was employed by Defendant MSU from approximately 1996 to 2016 in 
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affiliation with one another as co-employees for Defendant MSU.  

121. At all relevant times Defendants Nassar and Geddert were acting within the scope of their 

employment or agency with USAG.  

122. At all relevant times Defendant Nassar and Geddert were acting within the scope of their 

agency with Twistars.  

123. Defendant Nassar graduated from Michigan State University with a Doctor of Osteopathic 

Medicine degree in approximately 1993.  

124. Defendant Nassar was employed by and/or an agent of USAG from approximately 1986 to 

2015, serving in various positions including but not limited to: 

a. Certified Athletic Trainer;  

b. Osteopathic Physician;  

c. National Medical Director;  

d. National Team Physician, USA Gymnastics;  

e. National Team Physici

National Team. 

125. Defendant Nassar was employed by Defendant MSU from approximately 1996 to 2016 in 
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various positions including but not limited to: 

a. Assistant and/or Associate Professor, Defendant MSU's Division of Sports 

Medicine, Department of Radiology, College of Osteopathic Medicine; 

b. Team Physician, Defendant MSU's Men's and Women's Gymnastics Team; 

c. Team Physician, Defendant MSU's Men's and Women's Track and Field Teams; 

d. Team Physician, Defendant MSU's Men's and Women's Crew Team; 

e. Team Physician, Defendant MSU's Intercollegiate Athletics; 

f. Medical Consultant, Defendant MSU's Wharton Center for the Performing Arts; 

g. Advisor, Student Osteopathic Association of Sports Medicine. 

126. As an Assistant and/or Associate Professor for Defendant MSU Division of Sports 

Medicine, Defendant Nassar provided medical services for Defendant MSU's Sports 

Medicine Clinic. 

127. For over twenty (20) years, Defendant MSU's Sports Medicine Clinic has provided health 

care to MSU student athletes and others.18

128. When the MSU Defendants operated the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic and provided 

medical services to Plaintiffs, and others, they were acting as an arm of the state. 

129. The MSU Sports Medicine Clinic charged patients, including Plaintiffs, for their receipt of 

medical services. 

130. Charging Plaintiffs (and others) and billing insurance companies, for medical services is 

an activity proprietary in nature. 

131. The MSU Defendants charged fees comparable to specialists for the services provided at 

18 See, "MSU Sports Medicine," http://sportsmed.msu.edu/, last accessed, Feb. 16, 2018. 
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the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic.19

132. The MSU Sports Medicine Clinic engaged in proprietary functions by entering into the 

business of providing medical services for the primary purpose of raising funds and making 

profit for the MSU Defendants. 

133. The MSU Sports Medicine clinic cannot be normally supported by taxes and fees. 

134. By seeking medical treatment and services from Defendant MSU's Sports Medicine Clinic 

and from Defendant Nassar while in the course of his employment, agency, and/or 

representation with the MSU Defendants, a special, confidential, and fiduciary relationship 

existed between Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon, the MSU Defendants, and Defendant 

Nassar. 

135. As part of Defendant Nassar's employment and contractual duties with Defendant MSU, 

Defendant Nassar was responsible for spending between 50 to 70% of his time engaged in 

"Outreach" and/or "Public Services." 

136. A part of Defendant Nassar's outreach included providing medical treatment to athletes 

affiliated with USAG and Twistars as well as other organizations such as Holt High School. 

137. In order to participate in USAG sanctioned events, it is necessary to be a USAG member. 

138. To obtain membership with USAG, an individual must pay dues. 

139. Similarly, in order for a gymnastics club to be considered a USAG member club, the 

gymnastics club must also pay dues, and if the member club seeks to hold a USAG 

sanctioned event at the club, the club must pay a fee. 

140. All those who seek to coach, judge, or participate in USAG sanctioned events must also 

19 See, "MSU Sports Medicine, Patient Information," http://sportsmed.msu.edu/patients.html, last 
accessed, Feb. 16, 2018. 
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pay a membership fee. 

141. The exchange of money for membership creates a fiduciary relationship and duty between 

USAG, their members/athletes, coaches, judges, and their clubs. 

142. USAG regularly recommended Defendant Nassar to its members as a reputable physician. 

143. Twistars is a gymnastics facility with which Defendant Nassar affiliated from its inception 

in or around 1996. 

144. Defendant John Geddert, owner and operator of Twistars USA, Inc. d/b/a Geddert's 

Twistars Gymnastics Club USA served as the USA World and 2012 Olympic Women's 

Gymnastics Team Head Coach. 

145. Twistars is a USAG member club and ostensible agent of USAG. 

146. Twistars required its gymnasts, especially those with aspirations of competing, to become 

USAG members and pay membership fees to USAG. 

147. Geddert regularly recommended Defendant Nassar to members of Twistars as a reputable 

physician. 

148. The relationship between USAG, Twistars, Geddert, Defendant Nassar, and the MSU 

Defendants was symbiotic in nature, in that the organizations, Geddert, and Nassar enjoyed 

financial benefits one from another. 

149. The MSU Defendants received financial benefits from its relationships with Defendant 

Nassar, USAG, Twistars, and Geddert including increased patients to the Sports Medicine 

clinic, increased billing, revenue, and profit for the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic, and 

national and international recognition, fame, and prestige. 

150. Defendant Nassar received financial benefits from his relationship with USAG, Twistars, 

Geddert and the MSU Defendants including but not limited to increased patients at the 
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MSU Sports Medicine clinic, additional billing, revenue, and profit for the MSU Sports 

Medicine clinic, and national and international recognition, fame, and prestige. 

151. USAG received financial benefits from its relationship with Twistars, Geddert, MSU, and 

Nassar, including but not limited to increased membership in its organization, increased or 

additional membership fees, and national and international recognition, fame, and prestige. 

152. Defendants Geddert and Twistars received financial benefits from its relationship with 

USAG and Nassar including but not limited to increased membership in the gym, 

membership fees, and national and international fame, and prestige. 

153. For a period of time, Twistars displayed a photo of Defendant Nassar at its facility. 

154. As an agent of Twistars, Defendant Nassar regularly provided services and treatment to 

Twistars' members and USAG's members on Twistars' premises. 

155. As a physician of Osteopathic Medicine, Defendant Nassar's medical care and treatment 

should have consisted largely of osteopathic adjustments and kinesiology treatment to 

patients, including students and student-athletes of Defendant MSU. 

156. Defendant Nassar is not and has never been a medical doctor of obstetrics or gynecology. 

157. Defendant Nassar is not and has never been trained or certified as a pelvic floor therapist. 

158. While employed by Defendants MSU and USAG, Defendant Nassar practiced medicine at 

Defendant MSU's Sports Medicine Clinic, a facility at MSU. 

159. During his employment, agency, and representation with the MSU Defendants, USAG, and 

Twistars, Defendant Nassar sexually assaulted, abused, and molested Plaintiffs by 

engaging in nonconsensual sexual touching, assault, and harassment including but not 

limited to digital vaginal and anal penetration. 

160. The State of Michigan's Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs Occupational 

22 
TOC 

22 
TOC

MSU Sports Medicine clinic, additional billing, revenue, and profit for the MSU Sports 

Medicine clinic, and national and international recognition, fame,  and prestige.  

151. USAG received financial benefits from its relationship with Twistars, Geddert, MSU, and 

Nassar, including but not limited to increased membership in its organization, increased or 

additional membership fees, and national and international recognition, fame, and prestige.  

152. Defendants Geddert and Twistars received financial benefits from its relationship with 

USAG and Nassar including but not limited to increased membership in the gym, 

membership fees, and national and international fame, and prestige.  

153. For a period of time, Twistars displayed a photo of Defendant Nassar at its facility.  

154. As an agent of Twistars, Defendant Nassar regularly provided services and treatment to 

Twistars USAG Twistars

155.

should have consisted largely of osteopathic adjustments and kinesiology treatment to 

patients, including students and student-athletes of Defendant MSU.  

156. Defendant Nassar is not and has never been a medical doctor of obstetrics or gynecology.  

157. Defendant Nassar is not and has never been trained or certified as a pelvic floor therapist.  

158. While employed by Defendants MSU and USAG, Defendant Nassar practiced medicine at 

159. During his employment, agency, and representation with the MSU Defendants, USAG, and 

Twistars, Defendant Nassar sexually assaulted, abused, and molested Plaintiffs by 

engaging in nonconsensual sexual touching, assault, and harassment including but not 

limited to digital vaginal and anal penetration. 

160. The State of 

Ý¿» ïæïèó½ªóððïéî   ÛÝÚ Ò±ò ï º·´»¼ ðîñïéñïè   Ð¿¹»×Üòîë   Ð¿¹» îë ±º ççCase 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 26 of 704



Case 1:18-cv-00172 ECF No. 1 filed 02/17/18 PagelD.26 Page 26 of 99 

Health Standards regarding Bloodborne Infectious Diseases mandates use of gloves when 

exposed to potentially infectious material, including vaginal secretions.20

161. In or around 1997 or 1998, Plaintiff Larissa Boyce21 reported to Defendant Klages concerns 

regarding Defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatment." 

162. Defendant Klages dissuaded Plaintiff Boyce from completing a formal report and warned 

Boyce that the report would have serious consequences for both Plaintiff Boyce and 

Defendant Nassar. 

163. Around that same time, Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe22 was questioned by Defendant Klages 

regarding Nassar's "treatment" and Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe affirmatively confirmed she had 

also been sexually assaulted and abused. 

164. Defendant Klages told Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe there was no reason to bring up or otherwise 

report Defendant Nassar's conduct. 

165. In or around 1998, a parent of a gymnast at Twistars' facility complained to Mr. Geddert 

regarding Defendant Nassar's conduct, yet the concerns and allegations went unaddressed. 

166. Also in or around 1998, Jane A71 Doe complained to a coach at Twistars' facility regarding 

Defendant Nassar's conduct, yet the concerns and allegations went unaddressed. 

167. In or around 1999 the MSU Defendants were also put on notice of Defendant Nassar's 

conduct by Jane A19 Doe, a MSU student athlete, after she complained to MSU employees, 

including trainers and her head coach Kelli Bert, that Defendant Nassar touched her vaginal 

area although she was seeking treatment for an injured hamstring. 

20 See, Michigan Administrative Code, R. 325.70001, et seq., Available at 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/CIS WSHpart554 35632 7.pdf. Last accessed, Feb. 17, 
2018. 
21 Plaintiff Boyce is a Plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-222. 
22 Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe is a Plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-222. 
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168. Despite her complaints to MSU representatives, Jane Al 9 Doe's concerns and allegations 

went unaddressed. 

169. In approximately 2000, Jane T.T. Doe, a female student athlete and member of Defendant 

MSU's Women's Softball Team, was sexually assaulted and abused during "treatment" by 

Defendant Nassar and reported Defendant Nassar's conduct to Defendant MSU's 

employees, including trainers. 

170. Jane T.T. Doe's allegations regarding the sexual assault include the following statements: 

Plaintiff is informed and believes, and on that basis alleges, that Defendants knew 
or should have known that NASSAR had engaged in unlawful sexually-related 
conduct in the past, and/or was continuing to engage in such conduct. Defendants 
had a duty to disclose these facts to Plaintiff, her parents and others, but negligently 
and/or intentionally suppressed, concealed or failed to disclose this information. 
The duty to disclose this information arose by the special, trusting, confidential, 
fiduciary relationship between Defendants and Plaintiff. Specifically, the 
Defendant MSU knew that NASSAR was performing intravaginal adjustments 
with his bare, ungloved hand and in isolation with young females, based on the 
following: 

a. The Plaintiff, approximately 18 years old at the time, had a visit with 
NASSAR where he touched her vagina, in order to purportedly heal back 
pain she was having, under the guise of legitimate medical treatment. The 
Plaintiff complained to a trainer on her softball team who responded by 
saying that NASSAR was a world renowned doctor, and that it was 
legitimate medical treatment. The Plaintiff continued with the purported 
treatment; 

b. As the purported treatments continued, NASSAR became more bold, 
having the Plaintiff remove her pants, and then inserting his bare, ungloved 
and unlubricated hand into her vagina. The Plaintiff, again, reported to 
Defendant MSU training staff, this time a higher ranking trainer. This 
trainer told the Plaintiff that the treatment sounded unusual and that the 
Plaintiff needed to speak to an even higher level trainer in the Department, 
who ended up being one of three individuals who supervised the entire 
department at Defendant MSU; 

c. When the Plaintiff went to see this individual, the Plaintiff was told by that 
individual that what happened to the Plaintiff was not sexual abuse, that 
NASSAR was a world renowned doctor, and that the Plaintiff was not to 
discuss what happened with NASSAR and was to continue seeing him for 
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purported treatment. The Plaintiff continued to see NASSAR for treatment; 

d. Finally, in or around 2001, the Plaintiff refused to continue to see NASSAR 
for these abusive and invasive procedures. Defendant MSU then pressured 
and coerced the Plaintiff to declare herself medically inactive. The Plaintiff 
was shunned from the Defendant MSU sports program, and left Defendant 
MSU to return home to California.23

171. Despite her complaints to MSU employees, agents, and representatives, Jane T.T. Doe's 

concerns and allegations went unaddressed in violation of reporting policies and 

procedures and Title IX and in a manner that was reckless, deliberately indifferent, and 

grossly negligent. 

172. Defendant MSU, Kelli Bert, Defendant Teachnor-Hauk, and other MSU employees and 

representatives also had the following obligations, among others, pursuant to its Office of 

Institutional Equity ("OIE") policy: 

a. "to promptly take steps to investigate or otherwise determine what occurred and 

then to address instances of relationship violence and sexual misconduct when it 

knows or should have known about such instances." 

b. to inform "the MSU Police of all reports it receives regarding sexual assaults."; 

c. to "take immediate steps to initiate the investigatory process to determine what 

happened and to resolve the matter promptly and equitably."; 

d. to "take prompt, responsive action to support a claimant and will take steps to 

eliminate, prevent, or address a hostile environment if it determines that one 

exists."; 

e. "to conduct a prompt, adequate, reliable, and impartial investigation to determine 

23 See, Case No. BC644417, filed with the Superior California Court of the State of California, 
County of Los Angeles, December 21, 2016, ¶26. 
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what occurred and then to take appropriate steps to resolve the situation when it 

learns of an incident of sexual misconduct; 

f. "independently investigate complaints of relationship violence and sexual 

misconduct"; 

g. to conduct an investigation "by the Office of Institutional Equity under the direction 

of the Deputy Title IX Coordinator for Investigations."; 

h. to promptly report allegations of sexual misconduct "to the Office of Institutional 

Equity." 

173. Upon information, and belief, and in violation of federal law, state law, and MSU OIE 

Policy, Defendant MSU failed to take any action in response to the 1997/1998, 1999, and 

2000 complaints. 

174. Because MSU took no action to investigate the 1997/1998, 1999 or 2000 complaints and 

took no corrective action during that time, under the guise of treatment, dozens of Plaintiffs, 

and possibly hundreds of others, many of whom were minors, were also sexually assaulted, 

abused, and molested by Defendant Nassar by vaginal and anal digital penetration, without 

the use of gloves or lubricant and by touching and groping their breasts. 

175. In 2004, Defendant Nassar authored a chapter in Principles of Manual Sports Medicine by 

Steven J. Karageanes. 

176. In the chapter, Defendant Nassar described the pelvic diaphragm, coccyx, and sacroiliac 

ligaments as an area of the body not fully examined due to its proximity to the genitalia 

and buttocks, and stated it was "referred to as the 'no fly zone' "because of the many 

cultural stigmas in touching this area." 

177. Defendant Nassar recommended taking "special measures to explain any examination and 
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techniques applied in this region," and "warning in advance of what you are planning to 

do," among other suggestions. 

178. There is no mention of intravaginal or intra-rectal techniques or procedures in the chapter. 

179. As described in detail below, Defendant Nassar often failed to follow his own 

recommendations with Plaintiffs as: 

a. he did not explain any intravaginal or intra-rectal techniques to Plaintiffs or their 

parents; and, 

b. he did not warn Plaintiffs he was going to engage in vaginal or anal digital 

penetration before doing so. 

180. In 2004, Plaintiff Jane A5 Doe reported Defendant Nassar's conduct to her parents and to 

local law enforcement, Meridian Township Police in 2004. 

181. Also in or around 2004, Plaintiff Jane A69 Doe, at approximately 12 years of age, who was 

not a patient of Defendant Nassar, reported inappropriate conduct and touching of a sexual 

nature to Defendant Gary Stollak who was employed by Defendant MSU. 

182. Consequently, Defendant Gary Stollak had reasonable cause to suspect sexual abuse. 

183. Defendant Gary Stollak was a mandatory reporter. 

184. To the best of Plaintiff Gordon's knowledge, Defendant Gary Stollak failed to report 

Defendant Nassar's conduct to law enforcement, child protective services, or Defendant 

MSU. 

185. Defendant Stollak's failure to report Defendant Nassar endangered dozens, if not hundreds 

of Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon who was subsequently sexually abused, assaulted, 

and molested by Defendant Nassar. 

186. In 2014, following receipt of an unrelated complaint regarding a sexual assault on 
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Defendant MSU's campus, between 2014 and 2015 the U.S. Department of Education's 

Office of Civil Rights (hereinafter "OCR") conducted an investigation regarding the 

complainant's allegations, another complaint regarding sexual assault and retaliation from 

2011, and Defendant MSU's response to said complaints, and their general policies, 

practices, and customs pertaining to their responsibilities under Title IX.24

187. The OCR concluded their investigation in 2015 and presented Defendant MSU with a 

twenty-one page agreement containing measures and requirements to resolve the 2011 and 

2014 complaints and to bring Defendant MSU in compliance with Title IX.25

188. While the OCR was conducting their investigation, additional complaints regarding 

Defendant Nassar's conduct surfaced in 2014. The victim reported she had an appointment 

with Defendant Nassar to address hip pain and was sexually abused and molested by 

Defendant Nassar when he cupped her buttocks, massaged her breast and vaginal area, and 

he became sexually aroused.26

189. Upon information and belief, Defendant MSU investigated the 2014 complaints through 

their Office of Institutional Equity. 

190. However, the victim reported facts to Defendant MSU which were omitted or withheld 

from the investigative report including but not limited to the following: 

24 See, Letter from U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights to Michigan State 
University, September 1, 2015, OCR Docket #15-11-2098, #15-14-2113. Available at 
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/press-releases/michigan-state-letter.pdf, last accessed Feb. 17, 
2018. 
25 See, Resolution Agreement, August 28, 2015, OCR Document #15-11-2098, #15-14-2133. 
Available at, https://www2.ed.gov/documents/press-releases/michigan-state-agreement.pdf. Last 
accessed Feb. 17, 2018. 
26 See, At MSU: Assault, harassment and secrecy. Matt Mencarini, December 15, 2016. 
Available at, http ://www.lansingstatej ournal. com/story/news/loca1/2016/12/15/michigan-state-
sexual-assault- harassment-larry-nassar/94993582/. Last accessed Feb. 17, 2018. 
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a. Defendant Nassar was sexually aroused while touching her; and, 

b. The appointment with Defendant Nassar did not end until she physically removed 

his hands from her body. 

191. Three months after initiating the investigation, in July 2014, the victim's complaints were 

dismissed and Defendant MSU determined she didn't understand the "nuanced difference" 

between sexual assault and an appropriate medical procedure and deemed Defendant 

Nassar's conduct "medically appropriate" and "Not of a sexual nature."27

192. One of the medical experts consulted by the Office of Institutional Equity in investigating 

the victim's allegations was Brooke Lemmen, D.O. 

193. Following the investigation, upon information and belief, Defendant Nassar became 

subject to new institutional guidelines including: 

a. Defendant Nassar was not to examine or treat patients alone but was to be 

accompanied by a chaperone such as a resident or nurse; 28

b. The alleged "procedure" was to altered to ensure there would be little to no skin to 

skin contact when in certain "regions" and if skin to skin contact was "absolutely 

necessary" the "procedure" was to be explained in detail with another person in the 

room for both the explanation and the "procedure;" and, 

c. New people in the practice were to be "oriented" to ensure understanding with the 

guidelines 

194. Defendants MSU, MSU Board of Trustees, Strampel and Kovan failed to supervise, 

oversee, or otherwise ensure Defendant Nassar was adhering to the conditions listed above. 

27 Id 
28 Id 
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195. From July 2014 to September 2016, despite complaints about Nassar's conduct, Defendant 

MSU continued to permit Defendant Nassar unfettered access to female athletes without 

adequate oversight or supervision to ensure he was complying with the new guidelines. 

196. Defendant Nassar was permitted to return to clinical practice at MSU even though a 

criminal investigation remained open until approximately December 2015. 

197. At the conclusion of the criminal investigation, on or around December 15, 2015, a 

representative from Defendant MSU's police department spoke with Defendant Nassar, 

advised him to thoroughly explain his medical techniques to patients prior to touching 

them, ensuring that they understood, and to have a chaperone in the exam room with him 

at all times.29

198. Defendant Nassar responded indicating he fully understood and had made that process and 

procedure his routine since the case evolved.3°

199. Defendant Nassar's statement to Defendant MSU was completely false, and his statement 

went unchecked and unverified by the MSU Defendants.31

200. At no time during or following the investigation did Defendants MSU, MSU Board of 

Trustees, Strampel or Kovan take any steps to ensure Defendant Nassar was in compliance 

with the guidelines. 

29 MSU University Police Department Case Report No. 1758100919. Available at 
http://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/michigan/files/201712/fbi_investigation_into_nassar.pdf? 

ga=2.158457466.1791923992.1513722353-1282647051.1440964267, Last accessed, Feb. 17, 
2018. 
So ld. 
31 See generally, specific allegations from Plaintiffs who were sexually abused, assaulted, and 
molested after July 2014 in W.D. Mich. Case Nos. 1:17-cv-29, 1:17-cv-222, 1:17-cv-244, 1:17-
cv-254, 1:17-cv-257, 1:17-cv-288, 1:17-cv-349, 1:17-cv-676, and 1:17-cv-684. Several of the 
Plaintiffs include allegations that Nassar did not explain his medical techniques, did not have a 
chaperone in the room such as a resident or nurse during any explanation (of which there usually 
wasn't an explanation) or during the "procedure." 
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201. In or around June 2015, Plaintiff Jane A68 Doe and other athletes were overheard 

discussing Nassar's misconduct at the Karolyi Ranch. 

202. An adult reported Plaintiff Jane A68 Doe's concerns to USAG. 

203. Plaintiff Jane A68 Doe's Complaints were received by former USAG President and CEO 

Steve Penny and at least one representative of the USOC, among others. 

204. Mr. Penny and USAG dissuaded Plaintiff Jane A68 Doe and her family from pursuing the 

matter and asked that they refrain from contacting law enforcement. 

205. At least five weeks passed before USAG reported Defendant Nassar to law enforcement. 

206. After receiving allegations of what USAG described as "athlete concerns," in 

approximately summer 2015 USAG relieved Defendant Nassar of his duties.32

207. Defendant Nassar represented publicly that he "retired" from his duties with USAG. 

208. At no time did USAG or the USOC inform Defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, or other MSU 

representatives, or Twistars, or Geddert of the concerns that led to Defendant Nassar being 

relieved from his duties with USAG. 

209. At no time did USAG or the USOC inform its members, coaches, or the public that 

Defendant Nassar had been dismissed, relieved from his duties, and was under criminal 

investigation. 

210. Instead USAG and the USOC allowed its members and the public to believe Nassar simply 

"retired." 

211. In August 2016 the Indianapolis Star published an article titled, "A blind eye to sex abuse: 

How USA Gymnastics failed to report cases," the subheading of the article reading, "The 

32 See, Former USA Gymnastics doctor accused of abuse, Mark Alesia, Marisa Kwiatkowski, Tim 
Evans, September 12, 2016. Available at, http://www.indystar.com/story/news/2016/09/12/ 
former-usa-gymnastics-doctor-accused-abuse/89995734/. Last accessed, Feb. 17, 2018. 
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prominent Olympic organization failed to alert authorities to many allegations of sexual 

abuse by coaches." 

212. The article chronicles a history of USAG's failure to properly report sexual abuse stating 

in part: 

Top executives at one of American's most prominent Organizations failed 
to alert authorities to many allegations of sexual abuse by coaches — relying 
on a policy that enabled predators to abuse gymnasts long after USA 
Gymnastics had received warnings ...In 2013 ... two former [USAG] 
officials admitted under oath that the organization routinely dismissed 
sexual abuse allegations as hearsay unless they came directly from a victim 
or a victim's parent ... records show the organization compiled complaint 
dossiers on more than 50 coaches and filed them in a drawer in its executive 
office in Indianapolis ... [USAG] compiled confidential sexual misconduct 
complaint files about 54 coaches over a 10-year period from 1996 to 2006 
... It's unclear which, if any, of the complaints in those files were reported 
to authorities.33

213. Following publication of this article Plaintiff Rachael Denhollander and a former Olympic 

gymnast (who was anonymous at the time, but has since publicly identified herself as 

Olympic bronze medalist Jamie Dantzscher) contacted the Indianapolis Star with reports 

of Defendant Nassar's sexual abuse, assault, and molestation. 

214. Defendant Nassar's employment ended with Defendant MSU on approximately September 

20, 2016 only after the MSU Defendants became aware that: 

a. Defendant Nassar and USAG were sued by a former Olympian who alleged she 

was sexually assaulted by Defendant Nassar;34 and, 

b. A former patient of Defendant Nassar, Plaintiff Rachel Denhollander, filed a 

33 Id. 
34 See, Case No. 34-2016-00200075, filed with the Superior Court of the State of California, 
County of Sacramento, September 8, 2016. A copy of the Complaint is available at 
https: //www.documentcloud. org/documents/3106054-Jane-JD-COMPLAINT- Signed. html. Last 
accessed, Feb. 17, 2018. 
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criminal complaint with the Michigan State University Police Department alleging 

Defendant Nassar sexually assaulted her when she was 15 years old and seeking 

treatment for back pain as a result of gymnastics. Plaintiff Denhollander's 

allegations of sexual assault by Defendant Nassar included but were not limited to: 

i. Massaging her genitals; 

ii. Penetrating her vagina and anus with his finger and thumb; and, 

iii. Unhooking her bra and massaging her breasts.35

215. Reasons given to Defendant Nassar for his termination included but were not limited to: 

a. Deviation from "required best practices put in place following the internal sexual 

harassment investigation conducted ... in 2014;" 

b. Failure to disclose a 2004 complaint to Meridian Township Police; and, 

c. Dishonesty by Defendant Nassar when Defendant MSU questioned him about 

receiving prior complaints about the "procedure" at issue. 

216. Several Plaintiffs were made aware of the allegations of Defendant Nassar's widespread 

sexual abuse on or around September 12, 2016 or sometime thereafter through related 

media coverage.36

217. Others have been made aware of the allegations of Defendant Nassar's conduct more 

recently through related media coverage. 

218. In late November 2016, Defendant Nassar was arrested and charged in Ingham County, 

Michigan on three charges of first-degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13, 

35 See, Former USA Gymnastics doctor accused of abuse, Mark Alesia, Marisa Kwiatkowski, Tim 
Evans, September 12, 2016. Available at, http://www.indystar.com/story/news/2016/09/12/ 
former-usa-gymnastics-doctor-accused-abuse/89995734/. Last accessed, Feb. 17, 2018. 
36 1d. 
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and was later released on $1 million bond.37

219. In mid-December 2016, Defendant Nassar was indicted, arrested, and charged in Federal 

Court in Grand Rapids, Michigan on charges of possession of child pornography and 

receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography. 

220. According to the federal indictment,38 Defendant Nassar: 

a. Knowingly received and attempted to receive child pornography between 

approximately September 18, 2004 and December 1, 2004; 

b. Knowingly possessed thousands of images of child pornography between 

approximately February 6, 2003 and September 20, 2016 including images 

involving a minor who had not attained 12 years of age. 

221. Testimony given by an FBI agent at a hearing held on December 21, 2016, alleged, among 

other allegations, that Defendant Nassar used a GoPro camera to record video images of 

children in a swimming pool and that: 

a. Defendant Nassar's hand can be seen grabbing one girl's hand and shoving it into 

the vaginal area of another girl; and,39

b. Defendant Nassar's thumb can be seen pressing into a child's vagina/vaginal area.40

222. In mid-January 2017, Brooke Lemmen, D.O. submitted a letter of resignation to Mr. 

Strampel amid allegations that she: 

a. Removed several boxes of confidential treatment patient records from Defendant 

MSU's Sports Medicine clinic at Defendant Nassar's request; 

37 State of Michigan, Ingham County Circuit Court Case No. 1603031. 
38 W.D. Mich, 1:16-cr-00242, PageID.1-4. 
39 Id. at PageID.49-50. 
40 Id. at PageID.50. 
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b. Did not disclose to Defendant MSU that USAG was investigating Defendant 

Nassar as of July 2015; and, 

c. Made a staff member feel pressured not to fully cooperate in an internal 

investigation into allegations against Defendant Nassar. 

223. On February 7, 2017, a superseding indictment added an additional count of "Destruction 

and Concealment of Records and Tangible Objects" alleging between September 19, 2016 

and September 20, 2016, Defendant Nassar "caused a third-party vendor to permanently 

delete and destroy all images, records, documents, and files contained on the hard drive of 

a laptop computer, and the defendant threw in the trash a number of external hard drives."41

224. Amid allegations that Defendant Kathie Klages received concerns regarding Defendant 

Nassar's conduct and "treatment" in 1997 and/or 1998, yet dissuaded the complainant from 

formally complaining, and for her passionate defense of Defendant Nassar when 

allegations against him surfaced in fall 2016,42 on or about February 13, 2017, Defendant 

MSU suspended Ms. Klages from her duties as Head Coach of MSU's Women's 

Gymnastics team. 

225. Defendant Klages retired a day after being suspended. 

226. On February 17, 2017, at a preliminary examination, Defendant Nassar was ordered to 

stand trial on three charges of first-degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13 

in Ingham County following testimony which included, among others, allegations of digital 

vaginal penetration at Defendant Nassar's residence. 

227. On February 22, 2017, Defendant Nassar was arraigned on 22 counts of first-degree 

41 Id. at PageID.88. 
42 See, 1:17-cv-222, PageID.7 and 1:17-cv-257, PageID.4238-4239 (First Amended Complaint). 
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b. Did not disclose to Defendant MSU that USAG was investigating Defendant 

Nassar as of July 2015; and, 
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investigation into allegations against Defendant Nassar.  
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criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13 years old, and 14 counts of third-degree 

criminal sexual conduct with a person under the age of 13 years old in Ingham County, 

Michigan43 and Eaton County, Michigan.44 

228. Plaintiffs Denhollander, Jane Al Doe, Jane A9 Doe, Jane A14 Doe, and Jane A 1 6 Doe, 

were among the victims identified in the Ingham County recent state criminal charges.45

229. In mid-March 2017, Steve Penny resigned as president of USAG amid allegations USAG 

failed to promptly notify authorities of allegations raised against Defendant Nassar. 

230. To date, to the best of Plaintiffs' knowledge and belief, USAG has no current President or 

Chief Executive Officer. 

231. Over several days in May and June 2017, victims testified regarding Defendant Nassar's 

conduct during appointments held at MSU, Twistars, and Defendant Nassar's residence for 

medical treatment.46

232. Plaintiff Denhollander testified Defendant Nassar engaged in vaginal and anal penetration 

without notice, gloves, lubricant or consent from her parents. 

233. Plaintiff Denhollander also testified Defendant Nassar groped her breast and appeared to 

have an erection while doing so. 

43People v. Nassar, Ingham County District Court Case No. 17-00425-FY, see also, 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ag/Nassar affidavit Ingham County charges Feb. 2017 
552531 7.pdf 
44People v. Nassar, Eaton County District Court Case No. 17-0318-FY, see also, 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ag/Nassar affidavit Eaton County charges Feb. 2017 5 
52536 7.pdf 
45 Although the sexual assault victims are not identified by name in the affidavits hyperlinked 
above, Plaintiff Denhollander has publicly identified herself as one of the victims. See, "Victim 
C" in Michigan State Dr. Larry Nassar case glad to see criminal charges, available at 
http://www.mlive.com/news/index.ssf/2017/02/victim c in michigan state dr.html. Last 
accessed Feb. 17, 2018. 
46 People v. Nassar, Ingham County District Court Case No. 17-00425-FY. 
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234. Other Plaintiffs including Jane Al Doe, Jane A9 Doe, Jane A 1 4 Doe, and Jane A16 Doe 

also testified Defendant Nassar engaged in vaginal and anal digital penetration without 

notice, gloves, lubricant, or consent from their parents. 

235. On June 23, 2017, Defendant Nassar was ordered to stand trial on twelve charges of first-

degree criminal sexual conduct with a person under 13 in Ingham County following 

conclusion of the preliminary examination hearing which included, among others, 

allegations of digital vaginal and anal penetration at MSU and Defendant Nassar's 

residence. 

236. On July 10, 2017, Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty to the federal charges of child 

pornography, receipt/attempted receipt of child pornography, and destruction and 

concealment of records and tangible objects.47

237. On November 22, 2017, Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty to 7 counts of first-degree 

criminal sexual conduct in Ingham County Michigan. 

238. On November 29, 2017, Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty to 3 counts of first degree 

criminal sexual conduct in Eaton County Michigan. 

239. On December 7, 2017 Defendant Nassar was sentenced to a 720 month (60 year) prison 

term. The sentence included three 240 month (20 year) terms to be served consecutively. 

240. From, January 16, 2018 to January 24, 2018, a sentencing hearing was held in Ingham 

County Michigan for the 7 counts of first-degree criminal sexual conduct to which 

Defendant Nassar pleaded guilty. 

241. From January 31, 2018 to February 5, 2018, a sentencing hearing was held in Eaton County 

Michigan for the 3 counts of first degree criminal sexual conduct to which Defendant 

47 l :16-cr-00242, Page ID.114, 119. 
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Nassar pleaded guilty. 

242. Hundreds of Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon (as well as others who are not Plaintiffs), 

provided victim impact statements at the hearings. 

243. Some of the Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon, who were seeking to proceed 

anonymously in this litigation chose to publicly identify themselves at the sentencing 

hearing. 

244. In total, approximately 204 victim impact statements were given over 9 days in two 

counties. The first speaker, was Plaintiff Jane A69 Doe—the last speaker, was Plaintiff 

Rachael Denhollander. They bookended many of Plaintiffs in this case and the other 

consolidated member cases, including Plaintiff Gordon. 

245. On January 24, 2018, Defendant Nassar was sentenced to a 40 to 175 year prison term. 

246. On February 5, 2018, Defendant Nassar was sentenced to a 40 to 125 year prison term. 

247. During and in the wake of the sentencing hearings: 

a. Ms. Simon resigned as President of MSU on January 24, 2018; 

b. Mr. Hollis resigned as Athletic Director of Defendant MSU on January 26, 2018; 

c. By January 31, 2018, the entire board of USAG gymnastics resigned under threat 

of decertification by the USOC; 

d. Steps to revoke Defendant Strampel's tenure and terminate his employment were 

initiated on or around February 9, 2018, with Defendant MSU stating publicly, 

"...Strampel did not act with the level of professionalism we expect from 

individuals who hold senior leadership positions, particularly in a position that 

involves student and patient safety ... Further allegations have arisen that question 
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whether his personal conduct over a long period of time met MSU's standards."48

V. SPECIFIC FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

248. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

249. Plaintiff Katherine Gordon treated with Defendant Nassar at his office at MSU from 

approximately 2009 to 2012. 

250. Plaintiff Katherine Gordon was referred to Defendant Nassar by others in the dance 

community who spoke about his reputation. 

251. From 2009 to 2012, Plaintiff Katherine Gordon was a minor, approximately 10 to 13 years 

old. 

252. Plaintiff Katherine Gordon presented to Defendant Nassar with complaints of foot pain as 

a result of dance. 

253. On multiple occasions Defendant Nassar made inappropriate comments regarding Plaintiff 

Katherine Gordon's breasts and menstrual cycle. 

254. Defendant Nassar also made inappropriate gestures related to Plaintiff Katherine Gordon's 

breasts, exposed her buttocks, and repeatedly touched her buttocks for no apparent reason. 

255. Defendant Nassar also followed Plaintiff Katherine Gordon on social media, which made 

her uncomfortable. 

256. On or about August 31, 2012, at an appointment at his office at MSU, Defendant Nassar 

digitally penetrated Plaintiff Katherine Gordon's vagina without prior notice and without 

gloves or lubricant. 

48 See, Engler Takes First step to Remove Strampel, February 8, 2018, available at 
http://msutoday.msu.edu/news/2018/engler-takes-first-step-to-remove-strampel/. Last accessed 
Feb. 17, 2018. 
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257. While assaulting Plaintiff Katherine Gordon, Defendant Nassar covered her with a towel 

blocking direct observation by her mother. 

258. Defendant Nassar did not explain his conduct would involve intra-vaginal digital 

penetration to Plaintiff Katherine Gordon or Katherine Gordon's parents. 

259. Defendant Nassar did not give prior notice or obtain consent for digital penetration from 

Katherine Gordon or Katherine Gordon's parents. 

260. Plaintiff Katherine Gordon did not treat or intend to treat with Defendant Nassar for 

OB/GYN issues. 

261. Plaintiff Katherine Gordon believes the conduct by Defendant Nassar was sexual assault, 

abuse, and molestation and for Defendant Nassar's pleasure and self-gratification. 

VI. FRAUDULENT CONCEALMENT 

A. DEFENDANT NASSAR 

262. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

263. Plaintiffs, including Katherine Gordon, had a special relationship with Defendant Nassar 

given the physician-patient relationship. 

264. Given the special relationship, Defendant Nassar had an affirmative duty to disclose, and to 

warn and protect the athletes who sought his medical treatment from sexual abuse, assault, 

and molestation. 

265. Plaintiffs hereby allege that Defendant Nassar committed Fraudulent Concealment by 

committing Fraud, as described in detail above and below, and concealing the existence of 

Plaintiffs' claims and that Plaintiffs had a cause of action against Defendant Nassar and/or 

Defendant MSU at the time his sexual assaults occurred making a material 
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representation(s) to Plaintiffs involving a past or existing fact by: 

a. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct were a "new 

procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as "treatment," as a pelvic 

adjustment; 

c. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "checking your 

sternum;" 

d. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was doing a "breast 

exam;" 

e. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "treatment" and 

that it was the same that he performed on Olympic athletes; 

f. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "attempting to 

manipulate [their] ribs;" and, 

g. making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff and another medical professional; that 

the position of his hand was in an appropriate place, when it was not and while he 

was digitally penetrating Plaintiff, all which were made contemporaneously and/or 

shortly after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by 

Defendant Nassar. 

266. The material representation(s) to Plaintiffs were false, in that he was actually performing 

them for his own sexual gratification and pleasure evidenced by his observed arousal, 

flushed face, and closing of the eyes during the conduct. 
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267. When Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s), he knew that they were false, 

in that he knew that the "treatment[s]" were not proper, appropriate, legitimate, and/or 

considered within standard of care by any physician of any specialty and/or sports therapist, 

268. Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s) with the intent that the material 

representation(s) should be acted upon by Plaintiffs, in that Plaintiffs should believe that 

the "treatments" were in fact "treatments," should believe that the "treatment[s]" were 

proper, appropriate, and legitimate; should not believe that they had been sexually 

assaulted; should not believe that they had been sexually assaulted so that he could prevent 

discovery of his sexual assaults; should continue the "treatment[s]" so that he could 

continue to sexually assault them; should not question and/or report the conduct to 

appropriate authorities; and should not reasonably believe and not be aware of a possible 

cause of action that they have against Defendant Nassar and/or Defendant MSU. 

269. Plaintiffs acted in reliance upon the material representation(s), in that Plaintiffs: 

a. reasonably believed that the "treatments" were in fact "treatments;" 

b. reasonably believed that the "treatments" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. reasonably did not believe that they had been sexually assaulted; 

d. believed that they should continue the "treatment[s];" 

e. did not believe that they should question and/or report the conduct to appropriate 

authorities; and, 

f. did not reasonably believe that they had and were not aware of a possible cause of 

action that they had against Defendant Nassar and/or the MSU Defendants. 

270. Plaintiffs thereby suffered injury, in that Plaintiffs: 

a. could not stop the sexual assault; 
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b. continued to undergo the "treatment[s]" and 

c. and suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary 

related physical manifestations thereof, 

vomiting, severe emotional distress, 

sexual assaults; 

tract infections, bacterial infections, 

sleep deprivation, physical illness, 

shock, humiliation, fright, grief, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, loss of familial relationships, loss of 

enjoyment of life and will continue to suffer pain of mind and body, were prevented 

and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and 

obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss 

of earnings and earning capacity. 

271. Concealing the fraud by making a fraudulent material representation(s) to Plaintiffs that 

was/were designed and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent 

subsequent discovery of his fraud, in that he made a material representation(s) to Plaintiffs 

involving a past or existing fact by: 

a. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct were a "new 

procedure" which involved vaginal penetration; 

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as "treatment," as a 

pelvic adjustment; 

c. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "checking your 

sternum;" 

d. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was doing a "breast 

exam;" 

e. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "treatment" 

and that it was the same that he performed on Olympic athletes; 
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b.

c. and suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial infections, 

related physical manifestations thereof, sleep deprivation, physical illness, 

vomiting, severe emotional distress, shock, humiliation, fright, grief, 
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b. mak
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f. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "attempting to 

manipulate [their] ribs;" and, making a statement, explaining to Plaintiff and 

another medical professional; that the position of his hand was in an appropriate 

place, when it was not and while he was digitally penetrating Plaintiff, all which 

were made contemporaneously and/or shortly after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and 

unexpected sexual assaults by Defendant Nassar. 

272. Concealing the fraud by an affirmative act(s) that was/were designed and/or planned to 

prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in 

that he: 

a. positioned himself in a manner in which parents or chaperones in the room could 

not see his conduct, so that he could conceal and prevent discovery of his conduct; 

b. dismissed a medical professional from the room, during an examination of Plaintiff 

while he was digitally penetrating Plaintiff, who questioned the placement of his 

hands; 

c. prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, guardians, and/or 

caregivers from being in the room during examinations and treatments of Plaintiffs 

so that he could sexually assault Plaintiffs; 

d. did not abide by or follow the standard and care which requires another medical 

professional, chaperone, parent, guardian, and/or caregiver be in the room during 

the examination and treatment of minors and female patients; 

e. did not abide by or follow the restrictions that had been put into place in 2014 by 

Defendant MSU restricting his examination and treatment of patients only with 

another person in the room; and, 
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f.

manipulate 

another medical professional; that the position of his hand was in an appropriate 

place, when it was not and while he was digitally penetrating Plaintiff, all which 

were made contemporaneously and/or shortly after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and 

unexpected sexual assaults by Defendant Nassar. 

272. Concealing the fraud by an affirmative act(s) that was/were designed and/or planned to 

prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his fraud, in 

that he: 

a. positioned himself in a manner in which parents or chaperones in the room could 

not see his conduct, so that he could conceal and prevent discovery of his conduct;  

b. dismissed a medical professional from the room, during an examination of Plaintiff 

while he was digitally penetrating Plaintiff, who questioned the placement of his 

hands; 

c. prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, guardians, and/or 

caregivers from being in the room during examinations and treatments of Plaintiffs 

so that he could sexually assault Plaintiffs; 

d. did not abide by or follow the standard and care which requires another medical 

professional, chaperone, parent, guardian, and/or caregiver be in the room during 

the examination and treatment of minors and female patients; 

e. did not abide by or follow the restrictions that had been put into place in 2014 by 

Defendant MSU restricting his examination and treatment of patients only with 

another person in the room; and,  
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f. gave Plaintiffs, at appointments, gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, leotards, and other 

items, some with USAG logos and others without, in order to gain their trust. 

273. The actions and inactions of Defendant Nassar, as described in the preceding paragraphs, 

constituted Fraudulent Concealment. 

274. At all times pertinent to this action, Defendant Nassar was an agent, apparent agent, 

servant, and employee of Defendant MSU and operated within the scope of his 

employment and his negligence is imputed to Defendant MSU. 

275. At all times material hereto, Plaintiffs were entirely free of any negligence contributing to 

the injuries and damages hereinafter alleged. 

276. Plaintiffs did not know, could not have reasonably known, and were reasonably unaware 

of a possible cause of action that they had against Defendant Nassar and/or Defendant MSU 

until the September 12, 2016 publication of a story regarding a complaint filed with 

Defendant MSU's Police Department, titled "Former USA Gymnastics doctor accused of 

Abuse," or sometime thereafter, for the following reasons among others: 

a. Plaintiffs reasonably relied on the Fraud committed by Defendant Nassar by his 

material representations and concealment of the true nature of his 

"treatments[s]"and his actions; 

b. Plaintiffs were minors and/or young females at the time of the assaults and 

"treatments;" 

c. Plaintiffs did not know what a legitimate and appropriately performed intra-vaginal 

or intra-anal/rectal treatment was like because they had never experienced and/or 

had an intra-vaginal or intra-anal/rectal treatment before; 
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had an intra-vaginal or intra-anal/rectal treatment before; 
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d. Plaintiffs had never experienced and/or had an intra-vaginal treatment before 

because they had never been treated by a physician and/or therapist that performed 

them; 

e. Plaintiffs did not know what a legitimate and appropriately performed pelvic, 

vaginal, anal, and/or breast exam was like because they had never experienced 

and/or had a pelvic, vaginal, anal, and/or breast exam before; 

f. Plaintiffs had never experienced and/or had a pelvic and/or vaginal exam before 

because pelvic and/or vaginal exams are not recommended and routinely performed 

until a female reaches at least the age of 18 years old, pursuant to longstanding 

recommendations in the literature, expert opinions, treatment guidelines, and 

position statement from the American Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy 

of Family Physicians, American Cancer Society, American College of 

Obstetricians and Gynecologists, American Society for Clinical Pathology, and 

American Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology; 

g. Plaintiffs had never experienced and/or had a breast exam before because breast 

exams are not recommended and routinely performed until a female reaches at least 

the age of 21 years old, pursuant to longstanding recommendations in the literature, 

expert opinions, treatment guidelines, and position statement from the American 

Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy of Family Physicians, American 

Cancer Society, American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, American 

Society for Clinical Pathology; 

h. Because of these recommendations and never having had one of these treatments 

or exams, it was very difficult if not impossible for Plaintiffs to differentiate a 
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legitimate and appropriately performed intra-vaginal treatment, pelvic, vaginal, 

anal, and/or breast exam from a sexual assault; 

i. Plaintiffs could not have possibly known because there were no parents, 

chaperones, guardians, caregivers, and/or other medical professionals in the room 

during the "treatments" to observe, question, and/or discover that his "treatments" 

were sexual assaults and inform Plaintiffs that they had been sexually assaulted and 

had a cause of action against Defendant Nassar; 

j. In the instances where a parent was present in the room, Defendant Nassar's actions 

to conceal the physical assaults from the view of the parents prevented the parents 

from discovering that his "treatments" were sexual assaults and informing Plaintiffs 

that they had been sexually assaulted and had a cause of action against Defendant 

Nassar; 

k. Based on Neuroscience, the prefrontal cortex of the brain, which we use to make 

decisions and distinguish right from wrong, is not fully formed until around the age 

of 23; 

1. Based on Neuroscience, as the prefrontal cortex of the brain matures teenagers are 

able to make better judgments; 

m. Plaintiffs were intimidated by Defendant Nassar's notoriety and reputation and 

therefore believed his misrepresentations that the "treatment[s]" were legitimate 

and appropriate; 

n. Plaintiffs trusted Defendant Nassar due to his notoriety and reputation; 

o. Plaintiffs trusted Defendant Nassar because he groomed them to believe that his 

"treatments" were in fact legitimate "treatments;" 
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P. Plaintiffs trusted and felt that Defendant Nassar was a friend because he gave 

Plaintiffs, at appointments, gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, leotards, and other 

items, some with USAG logos and others without, in order to gain their trust;" 

q. Plaintiffs had no reason to believe or be aware that they could possibly sue or had 

a possible cause of action because they were minors and young females who were 

not knowledgeable or aware of the civil just system; 

r. Plaintiffs had no reason to believe or be aware that they could possibly sue or had 

a possible cause of action because they were minors and young females who were 

not knowledgeable or aware of any remedy at law; 

s. Plaintiffs had no reason to believe or be aware that they could possibly sue or had 

a possible cause of action evidenced by the fact that so many other girls had been 

sexually assaulted by Defendant Nassar over the past few decades, none of them 

had a reason to believe or be aware that they could possibly sue or had a possible 

cause of action in the past; and none of them have ever sued him in the past; 

t. Plaintiffs were never told by Defendant Nassar that his conduct was sexual in nature 

and not legitimate and appropriate "treatment[s]" and to conceal the sexual conduct 

from their parents and others, unlike other victims of sexual abuse who are typically 

told by their perpetrators that their conduct is of a sexual nature and to conceal the 

sexual conduct from their parents and others; 

u. Plaintiffs were compelled by Defendant Nassar to undergo "treatment[s]" like other 

athletes if they wanted to continue being involved in their relevant sport therefore 

the "treatments" were legitimate and appropriate; 
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v. Plaintiffs were minors and young athletes, therefore they were easily suggestible; 

and, 

w. Plaintiffs had never previously heard about any allegations in the media regarding 

sexual assaults or misconduct by Defendant Nassar 

B. THE MSU DEFENDANTS 

277. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

278. Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon, sought treatment at Defendant MSU's Sports Medicine 

Clinic and were in a special relationship in which they paid or were billed for medical 

treatment. 

279. Given the special relationship, the MSU defendants had a duty to disclose, and to warn and 

protect the athletes who sought treatment at its facility with its doctor. 

280. Plaintiffs hereby allege that the MSU Defendants committed Fraudulent Concealment by 

committing Fraud, and by failing to disclose, warn or protect as described in detail above 

and below, and concealing the existence of Plaintiffs' claims and that Plaintiffs had a cause 

of action against Defendant Nassar and/or the MSU Defendants at the time his sexual 

assaults occurred by Defendant Nassar making material representation(s) to Plaintiffs. 

281. Defendant MSU's sports medicine trainers, trainers, employees, staff, managers, 

supervisors, directors, agents, apparent agents, and/or servants made material 

representation(s) to Plaintiffs involving a past or existing fact by making statements that: 

a. Defendant Nassar was an "Olympic doctor" and "knew what he was doing" in 

regard to performing appropriate "treatments;" 
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protect the athletes who sought treatment at its facility with its doctor.  

280. Plaintiffs hereby allege that the MSU Defendants committed Fraudulent Concealment by 

committing Fraud, and by failing to disclose, warn or protect as described in detail above 

of action against Defendant Nassar and/or the MSU Defendants at the time his sexual 

assaults occurred by Defendant Nassar making material representation(s) to Plaintiffs. 

281.

supervisors, directors, agents, apparent agents, and/or servants made material 

representation(s) to Plaintiffs involving a past or existing fact by making statements that: 

a.
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b. Defendant Nassar was a "world-renowned doctor" and that "it was legitimate 

medical treatment," in regard to the legitimacy and appropriateness of the 

"treatments;" 

c. Defendant Nassar's conduct was "not sexual abuse," 

d. Defendant Nassar was a "world-renowned doctor;" and, 

e. that Defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatment[s]" were "medically 

appropriate" and "[n]ot of a sexual nature" because the complainant "didn't 

understand the "nuanced difference" between sexual assault and an appropriate 

medical procedure;" 

282. The material representation(s) to Plaintiffs were false, in that the MSU Defendants had 

previously received strikingly similar complaints of abuse by Defendant Nassar from other 

students and student athletes and knew that the appropriateness of his "treatment[s]" had 

been questioned in the past. 

283. The MSU Defendants made the material representation(s), they knew that they were false 

and/or made the material representation(s) recklessly, without any knowledge of their truth 

and as a positive assertion, in that they knew that Defendant MSU had previously received 

strikingly similar complaints of abuse by Defendant Nassar from other students and student 

athletes and knew that the appropriateness of his "treatment[s]" had been questioned in the 

past. 

284. The MSU Defendants made the material representation(s) with the intent that the material 

representation(s) should be acted upon by Plaintiffs, in that Plaintiffs: 

a. should believe that the "treatments" were in fact "treatments;" 

b. should believe that the "treatment[s]" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 
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b. d-

c.

d. -

e. that Defendant 

282. The material representation(s) to Plaintiffs were false, in that the MSU Defendants had 

previously received strikingly similar complaints of abuse by Defendant Nassar from other 

been questioned in the past. 

283. The MSU Defendants made the material representation(s), they knew that they were false 

and/or made the material representation(s) recklessly, without any knowledge of their truth 

and as a positive assertion, in that they knew that Defendant MSU had previously received 

strikingly similar complaints of abuse by Defendant Nassar from other students and student 

past. 

284. The MSU Defendants made the material representation(s) with the intent that the material 

representation(s) should be acted upon by Plaintiffs, in that Plaintiffs: 

a.

b. egitimate;  
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c. should not believe that they had been sexually assaulted; 

d. should not question and/or report the conduct to other authorities; and, 

e. should not reasonably believe and not be aware of a possible cause of action that 

they have against Defendant Nassar and/or the MSU Defendants. 

285. Plaintiffs acted in reliance upon the material representation(s), in that Plaintiffs: 

a. reasonably believed that the "treatments" were in fact "treatments;" 

b. reasonably believed that the "treatments" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; 

c. reasonably did not believe that they had been sexually assaulted; 

d. reasonably believed that they should continue the "treatment[s];" 

e. did not believe that they should question and/or report the conduct to appropriate 

authorities; and, 

f. did not reasonably believe that they had and were not aware of a possible cause of 

action that they had against Defendant Nassar and/or Defendant MSU. 

286. Plaintiffs thereby suffered injury, in that Plaintiffs: 

a. could not stop the sexual assault; 

b. continued to undergo the "treatment[s]" and sexual assaults; and, 

c. suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial infections, related 

physical manifestations thereof, sleep deprivation, physical illness, vomiting, 

severe emotional distress, shock, humiliation, fright, grief, embarrassment, loss of 

self-esteem, disgrace, loss of familial relationships, loss of enjoyment of life and 

will continue to suffer pain of mind and body, were prevented and will continue to 

be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full 
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enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity. 

287. The MSU Defendants concealed the fraud by failing to disclose, warn, or protect, or by 

making a fraudulent material representation(s) to Plaintiffs that was/were designed and/or 

planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of 

his fraud, in that they made a material representation(s) to Plaintiffs involving a past or 

existing fact by: 

a. making the statement that Defendant Nassar was an "Olympic doctor" and "knew 

what he was doing" in regard to performing appropriate "treatments;" 

b. making the statement that Defendant Nassar was a "world-renowned doctor" and 

that "it was legitimate medical treatment," in regard to the legitimacy and 

appropriateness of the "treatments;" 

c. making the statement that Defendant Nassar's conduct was "not sexual abuse," that 

he was a "world-renowned doctor;" and, 

d. making the statement that Defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatment[s]" were 

"medically appropriate" and "[n]ot of a sexual nature" because the complainant 

"didn't understand the "nuanced difference" between sexual assault and an 

appropriate medical procedure;" 

288. The MSU Defendants concealed the fraud by an affirmative act(s) that was/were designed 

and/or planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent 

discovery of his fraud, in that they: 

a. ignored, refused, and failed to inquire, question, and investigate the complaints and 

take action regarding Defendant Nassar's "treatments;" 
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b. did not create a policy to require adults, parents, chaperones, guardians, and/or 

caregivers presence during an examination of a minor or female by a physician; 

and, 

c. did not enforce the restrictions that had been put into place in 2014 by Defendant 

MSU restricting his examination and treatment of patients only with another person 

in the room; 

289. Plaintiffs did not know, could not have reasonably known, and were reasonably unaware 

of a possible cause of action that they had against Defendant Nassar and/or the MSU 

Defendants until the September 12, 2016 publication of a story regarding a complaint filed 

with Defendant MSU's Police Department, titled "Former USA Gymnastics doctor 

accused of Abuse," or shortly thereafter, for the following reasons among others: 

a. Plaintiffs reasonably relied on the Fraud committed by Defendant Nassar by his 

material representations and concealment of the true nature of his 

"treatments[s]"and his actions; 

b. Plaintiffs were minors and/or young females at the time of the assaults and 

"treatments;" 

c. Plaintiffs did not know what a legitimate and appropriately performed intra-vaginal 

treatment was like because they had never experienced and/or had an intra-vaginal 

treatment before; 

d. Plaintiffs had never experienced and/or had an intra-vaginal treatment before 

because they had never been treated by a physician and/or therapist that performed 

them; 

53 
TOC 

53 
TOC

b. did not create a policy to require adults, parents, chaperones, guardians, and/or 

caregivers presence during an examination of a minor or female by a physician; 

and,  

c. did not enforce the restrictions that had been put into place in 2014 by Defendant 

MSU restricting his examination and treatment of patients only with another person 

in the room; 

289. Plaintiffs did not know, could not have reasonably known, and were reasonably unaware 

of a possible cause of action that they had against Defendant Nassar and/or the MSU 

Defendants until the September 12, 2016 publication of a story regarding a complaint filed 

reafter, for the following reasons among others: 

a. Plaintiffs reasonably relied on the Fraud committed by Defendant Nassar by his 

material representations and concealment of the true nature of his 

b. Plaintiffs were minors and/or young females at the time of the assaults and 

c. Plaintiffs did not know what a legitimate and appropriately performed intra-vaginal 

treatment was like because they had never experienced and/or had an intra-vaginal 

treatment before; 

d. Plaintiffs had never experienced and/or had an intra-vaginal treatment before 

because they had never been treated by a physician and/or therapist that performed 

them; 

Ý¿» ïæïèó½ªóððïéî   ÛÝÚ Ò±ò ï º·´»¼ ðîñïéñïè   Ð¿¹»×Üòëê   Ð¿¹» ëê ±º ççCase 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 57 of 704



Case 1:18-cv-00172 ECF No. 1 filed 02/17/18 PagelD.57 Page 57 of 99 

e. Plaintiffs did not know what a legitimate and appropriately performed pelvic, 

vaginal, anal, and/or breast exam was like because they had never experienced 

and/or had a pelvic, vaginal, anal, and/or breast exam before; 

f. Plaintiffs had never experienced and/or had a pelvic and/or vaginal exam before 

because pelvic and/or vaginal exams are not recommended and routinely performed 

until a female reaches at least the age of 18 years old, pursuant to longstanding 

recommendations in the literature, expert opinions, treatment guidelines, and 

position statement from the American Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy 

of Family Physicians, American Cancer Society, American College of 

Obstetricians and Gynecologists, American Society for Clinical Pathology, and 

American Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology to name a few; 

g. Plaintiffs had never experienced and/or had a breast exam before because breast 

exams are not recommended and routinely performed until a female reaches at least 

the age of 21 years old, pursuant to longstanding recommendations in the literature, 

expert opinions, treatment guidelines, and position statement from the American 

Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy of Family Physicians, American 

Cancer Society, American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, American 

Society for Clinical Pathology; 

h. Because of these recommendations and never having had one of these treatments 

or exams, it was very difficult if not impossible for Plaintiffs to differentiate a 

legitimate and appropriately performed intra-vaginal treatment, pelvic, vaginal, 

anal, and/or breast exam from a sexual assault; 
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i. Plaintiffs could not have possibly known because there were no parents, 

chaperones, guardians, caregivers, and/or other medical professionals in the room 

during the "treatments" to observe, question, and/or discover that his "treatments" 

were sexual assaults and inform Plaintiffs that they had been sexually assaulted and 

had a cause of action against Defendant Nassar; 

j. In the instances where a parent was present in the room, Defendant Nassar's actions 

to conceal the physical assaults from the view of the parents prevented the parents 

from discovering that his "treatments" were sexual assaults and informing Plaintiffs 

that they had been sexually assaulted and had a cause of action against Defendant 

Nassar; 

k. Based on Neuroscience, the prefrontal cortex of the brain, which we use to make 

decisions and distinguish right from wrong, is not fully formed until around the age 

of 23; 

1. Based on Neuroscience, as the prefrontal cortex of the brain matures teenagers are 

able to make better judgments; 

m. Plaintiffs were intimidated by Defendant Nassar's notoriety and reputation and 

therefore believed his misrepresentations that the "treatment[s]" were legitimate 

and appropriate; 

n. Plaintiffs trusted Defendant Nassar due to his notoriety and reputation; 

o. Plaintiffs trusted Defendant Nassar because he groomed them to believe that his 

"treatments" were in fact legitimate "treatments;" 
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P. Plaintiffs trusted and felt that Defendant Nassar was a friend because he gave 

Plaintiffs, at appointments, gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, leotards, and other 

items, some with USAG logos and others without, in order to gain their trust;" 

q. Plaintiffs had no reason to believe or be aware that they could possibly sue or had 

a possible cause of action because they were minors and young females who were 

not knowledgeable or aware of the civil just system; 

r. Plaintiffs had no reason to believe or be aware that they could possibly sue or had 

a possible cause of action because they were minors and young females who were 

not knowledgeable or aware of any remedy at law; 

s. Plaintiffs had no reason to believe or be aware that they could possibly sue or had 

a possible cause of action evidenced by the fact that so many other girls had been 

sexually assaulted by Defendant Nassar over the past few decades, none of them 

had a reason to believe or be aware that they could possibly sue or had a possible 

cause of action in the past; and none of them have ever sued him in the past; 

t. Plaintiffs were never told by Defendant Nassar that his conduct was sexual in nature 

and not legitimate and appropriate "treatment[s]" and to conceal the sexual conduct 

from their parents and others, unlike other victims of sexual abuse who are typically 

told by their perpetrators that their conduct is of a sexual nature and to conceal the 

sexual conduct from their parents and others; 

u. Plaintiffs were compelled by Defendant Nassar to undergo "treatment[s]" like other 

athletes if they wanted to continue being involved in their relevant sport therefore 

the "treatments" were legitimate and appropriate; 

v. Plaintiffs were minors and young athletes, therefore they were easily suggestible; 
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w. Plaintiffs had never previously heard about any allegations in the media regarding 

sexual assaults or misconduct by Defendant Nassar; 

x. Plaintiffs reasonably relied on the Fraud committed by Defendant MSU by their 

material representations and concealment of the true nature of Defendant Nassar's 

"treatments[s]"and his actions; 

y. Plaintiffs trusted Defendant MSU that they would protect Plaintiffs from harm and 

not hire, employee, and/or retain a physician that had, was, or would perform 

illegitimate and/or inappropriate "treatment[s]," engage in inappropriate conduct, 

and/or sexually assault patients, students, and/or athletes; 

z. Plaintiffs were never told by Defendant MSU that Defendant Nassar's conduct and 

"treatment[s]" were inappropriate and sexual assault, to the contrary Plaintiffs were 

told that Defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatment[s]" were appropriate and 

legitimate "treatment[s]," "not sexual abuse," "medically appropriate," and "[n]ot 

of a sexual nature" from a "world-renowned" and "Olympic doctor," who "knew 

what he was doing" and that Plaintiffs, because of their age and inexperience with 

intra-vaginal treatment, pelvic, vaginal, anal, and/or breast exams, "didn't 

understand the "nuanced difference" between sexual assault and an appropriate 

medical procedure;" 

aa. Plaintiffs reasonably relied on Defendant MSU to protect them and Defendant 

MSU's statements; and, 

bb. Plaintiffs were compelled by Defendant MSU to undergo "treatment[s]" like other 

athletes if they wanted to continue being involved in their relevant sport therefore 

the "treatments" were legitimate and appropriate. 
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290. The actions and inactions of the MSU Defendants and Defendant Nassar, as described in 

the preceding paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment. 

291. At all times pertinent to this action, Defendant Nassar was an agent, apparent agent, 

servant, and employee of Defendant MSU and operated within the scope of his 

employment and his Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to Defendant MSU. 

292. The actions and inactions of the sports medicine trainers, trainers, employees, staff, 

managers, supervisors, and directors of the MSU Defendants, as described in the preceding 

paragraphs, constituted Fraudulent Concealment. 

293. At all times pertinent to this action, the sports medicine trainers, trainers, employees, staff, 

managers, supervisors, and directors of Defendant MSU were agents, apparent agents, 

servants, and employees of Defendant MSU and operated within the scope of their 

employment and their Fraudulent Concealment is imputed to Defendant MSU. 

294. At all times material hereto, Plaintiffs were entirely free of any negligence contributing to 

the injuries and damages hereinafter alleged. 

VII. CLAIMS AGAINST MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY DEFENDANTS 

A. COUNT ONE 

VIOLATIONS OF TITLE IX 
20 U.S.C. §1681(a), et seq. 

DEFENDANTS MSU, MSU TRUSTEES 

295. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

296. Title IX's statutory language states, "No person in the United States shall on the basis of sex, 

be ... subject to discrimination under any education program or activity receiving Federal 
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financial assistance ..."49

297. Plaintiffs are "persons" under the Title IX statutory language. 

298. Defendant MSU receives federal financial assistance for its education program and is 

therefore subject to the provisions of Title IX of the Education Act of 1972, 20 U.S.C. 

§1681(a), et seq. 

299. Defendant MSU is required under Title IX to investigate allegations of sexual assault, sexual 

abuse, and sexual harassment. 

300. The U.S. Department of Education's Office of Civil Rights has explained that Title IX covers 

all programs of a school, and extends to sexual harassment and assault by employees, students 

and third parties.5°

301. Defendant Nassar's actions and conduct were carried out under one of Defendant MSU 

programs, which provides medical treatment to students, athletes, and the public. 

302. Defendant Nassar's conduct and actions toward Plaintiffs, that being nonconsensual digital 

vaginal and anal penetration, touching of Plaintiffs vaginal area, and touching of Plaintiffs 

breasts constitutes sex discrimination under Title IX. 

303. As early as 1997/1998, 1999 and/or 2000, an "appropriate person" at Defendant MSU had 

actual knowledge of the sexual assault, abuse, and molestation committed by Defendant 

49 See generally, U .S. Dept. of Ed., Office of Civil Rights, Dear Colleague Letter: Sexual Violence, 
April 4, 2011, n. 11 ("Title IX also protects third parties from sexual harassment or violence in a 
school's education programs and activities."). Available at 
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201104.pdf. Last accessed, Feb. 17, 
2018. 
50 See U.S. Dep't of Educ. Office for Civil Rights, 2001 Guidance, 2001; see also U.S. Dep't of 
Educ. Office for Civil Rights, Dear Colleague Letter: Sexual Violence 4 n.11 (Apr. 4, 2011); U.S. 
Dep't of Educ. Office for Civil Rights, Q&A on Campus Sexual Misconduct 1 n.1 (Sept. 2017) 
(stating that rulemaking was pending and prior guidelines issued should be relied upon to 
determine compliance). 
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Nassar. 

304. Specifically, the MSU Defendants were notified about Defendant Nassar's sexual abuse and 

molestation by Plaintiffs Larissa Boyce and Jane B8 Doe in or around 1997/1998, Plaintiff 

Jane Al9 Doe in or around 1999, and by Jane T.T. Doe in 2000 on more than one occasion. 

305. The MSU Defendants failed to carry out their duties to investigate and take corrective action 

under Title IX following Plaintiffs Larissa Boyce, Jane B8 Doe, Jane A19 Doe and Jane T.T. 

Doe's complaints of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation in or around 1997/1998, 1999, 

and/or 2000. 

306. The MSU Defendants were notified again in 2014 of Defendant Nassar's conduct when 

Plaintiff Jane Dl Doe reported she had an appointment with Defendant Nassar to address 

hip pain and was sexually abused and molested by Defendant Nassar when he cupped her 

buttocks, massaged her breast and vaginal area, and he became sexually aroused.51

307. Plaintiff Jane Dl Doe reported to Defendant MSU facts which were omitted or withheld 

from the investigative report including but not limited to the following: 

a. Defendant Nassar was sexually aroused while touching her; 

b. The appointment with Defendant Nassar did not end until she physically removed 

his hands from her body. 

308. Three months after initiating an investigation, in July 2014, the victim's complaints were 

dismissed and Defendant MSU determined she didn't understand the "nuanced difference" 

between sexual assault and an appropriate medical procedure and deemed Defendant 

51 See, At MSU: Assault, harassment and secrecy. Matt Mencarini, December 15, 2016. 
Available at http ://www. lansingstatej ournal. com/story/news/loca1/2016/12/15/michigan- state-
sexual-assault- harassment-larry-nassar/94993582/. Last accessed Feb. 17, 2018. 
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Nassar's conduct "medically appropriate" and "Not of a sexual nature."52

309. Following the investigation, upon information and belief, Defendant Nassar became 

subject to new institutional guidelines, one of which — it is believed — was that Defendant 

Nassar was not to examine or treat patients alone.53

310. The MSU Defendants failed to adequately supervise or otherwise ensure Defendant Nassar 

complied with the newly imposed institutional guidelines even though the MSU 

Defendants had actual knowledge Nassar posed a substantial risk of additional sexual abuse 

of females whom he had unfettered access. 

311. After the 2014 complaints Defendant Nassar continued to sexually assault, abuse, and 

molest Plaintiffs. 

312. The MSU Defendants acted with deliberate indifference to known acts of sexual assault, 

abuse, and molestation on its premises by: 

a. failing to investigate and address Plaintiffs Larissa Boyce, Jane B8 Doe, Jane A19 

Doe and Jane T.T. Doe's allegations as required by Title IX; 

b. failing to adequately investigate and address Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe's 2014 complaint 

regarding Defendant Nassar's conduct; and, 

c. failing to institute corrective measures to prevent Defendant Nassar from violating 

and sexually abusing other students and individuals, including minors. 

313. The MSU Defendants acted with deliberate indifference as its lack of response to the 

allegations of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation was clearly unreasonable in light of the 

known circumstances, Defendant Nassar's actions with female athletes, and his access to 

52 Id 
53 Id. 
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53 Id.  
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young girls and young women. 

314. The MSU Defendants' deliberate indifference was confirmed by the Department of 

Education's investigation into Defendant MSU's handling of sexual assault and relationship 

violence allegations which revealed: 

a. A sexually hostile environment existed and affected numerous students and staff 

on Defendant MSU's campus; 

b. That the University's failure to address complaints of sexual harassment, including 

sexual violence in a prompt and equitable manner caused and may have contributed 

to a continuation of the sexually hostile environment.54

315. The MSU Defendants' responses were clearly unreasonable as Defendant Nassar continued 

to sexually assault female athletes and other individuals until he was discharged from the 

University in 2016. 

316. Between the dates of approximately 1996 and 2016, the MSU Defendants acted in a 

deliberate, grossly negligent, and/or reckless manner when they failed to reasonably 

respond to Defendant Nassar's sexual assaults and sex-based harassment of Plaintiffs on 

and off school premises. 

317. The MSU Defendants' failure to promptly and appropriately investigate and remedy and 

respond to the sexual assaults after they received notice subjected Plaintiffs to further 

harassment and a sexually hostile environment, effectively denying them all access to 

educational opportunities at MSU, including medical care. 

54 See, Letter from U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights to Michigan State 
University, September 1, 2015, OCR Docket #15-11-2098, #15-14-2113. Available at 
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/press-releases/michigan-state-letter.pdf. Last accessed Feb. 17, 
2018. 
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318. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' actions and/or inactions, 

Plaintiffs have suffered and continue to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning 

capacity. 

B. COUNT TWO 

VIOLATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS 
42 U.S.C. § 1983 

U.S. CONST., AMEND. XIV 
ALL MSU DEFENDANTS (MSU, MSU TRUSTEES, KLAGES, STRAMPEL, 

STOLLAIC, KOVAN, TEACHNOR-HAUK), DEFENDANT NASSAR 

319. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

320. Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon, as females, are members of a protected class under the 

Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

321. Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon, enjoy the constitutionally protected substantive due 

process right to be free from the invasion of bodily integrity through sexual assault, abuse, or 

molestation under the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

322. At all relevant times, Defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, Klages, Stollak, Strampel, Kovan, 

Teachnor-Hauk, and Nassar were acting under color of law, to wit, under color of statutes, 

ordinances, regulations, policies, customs, and usages of the State of Michigan and/or 

Defendant Michigan State University. 

323. At all relevant times, Defendants Klages, Strampel, and Kovan had the ultimate 
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318. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendant

Plaintiffs have suffered and continue to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue 

enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning 

capacity. 

B. COUNT TWO 

VIOLATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS 
42 U.S.C. § 1983  

U.S. CONST., AMEND. XIV 
ALL MSU DEFENDANTS (MSU, MSU TRUSTEES, KLAGES, STRAMPEL,  

STOLLAK, KOVAN, TEACHNOR-HAUK), DEFENDANT NASSAR 

319. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

320. Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon, as females, are members of a protected class under the 

Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

321. Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon, enjoy the constitutionally protected substantive due 

process right to be free from the invasion of bodily integrity through sexual assault, abuse, or 

molestation under the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

322. At all relevant times, Defendants MSU, MSU Trustees, Klages, Stollak, Strampel, Kovan, 

Teachnor-Hauk, and Nassar were acting under color of law, to wit, under color of statutes, 

ordinances, regulations, policies, customs, and usages of the State of Michigan and/or 

Defendant Michigan State University.  

323. At all relevant times, Defendants Klages, Strampel, and Kovan had the ultimate 

Ý¿» ïæïèó½ªóððïéî   ÛÝÚ Ò±ò ï º·´»¼ ðîñïéñïè   Ð¿¹»×Üòêê   Ð¿¹» êê ±º ççCase 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 67 of 704



Case 1:18-cv-00172 ECF No. 1 filed 02/17/18 PagelD.67 Page 67 of 99 

responsibility and authority to train and supervise their employees, agents, and/or 

representatives, in the appropriate manner of detecting, reporting, and preventing sexual 

abuse, assault, and molestation and as a matter of acts, custom, policy, and/or practice, 

failed to do so with deliberate indifference. 

324. At all relevant times, Defendants Strampel, and Kovan acted in a supervisory role to 

Defendant Nassar through their roles at the MSU Sports Medicine Clinic, MSU's College 

of Osteopathic Medicine, and other affiliated MSU departments or institutions. 

325. At all relevant times, Defendant Klages, as the head coach of the MSU Women's 

Gymnastics Team, acted in a supervisory role to Defendant Nassar while he was acting as 

team physician to the MSU Women's Gymnastics Team. 

326. As a matter of custom, policy, and/or practice, Defendant Klages had the ultimate 

responsibility and authority to investigate complaints from her athletes that involved 

allegations of impropriety or sexual assault by her team physician. 

327. As a matter of custom, policy, and/or practice, Defendants Klages, Strampel, and Kovan 

had and have the ultimate responsibility and authority to investigate complaints against 

their employees, agents, and representatives from all individuals including, but not limited 

to students, visitors, faculty, staff, or other employees, agents, and/or representatives, and 

failed to do so with deliberate indifference. 

328. The acts as alleged above amount to a violation of these clearly established constitutionally 

protected rights, of which reasonable persons in the MSU Defendants' positions should have 

known. 

329. The MSU Defendants have the ultimate responsibility and authority to train and supervise its 

employees, agents, and/or representatives, in the appropriate manner of detecting, reporting, 
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responsibility and authority to train and supervise their employees, agents, and/or 

representatives, in the appropriate manner of detecting, reporting, and preventing sexual 

abuse, assault, and molestation and as a matter of acts, custom, policy, and/or practice, 

failed to do so with deliberate indifference. 

324. At all relevant times, Defendants Strampel, and Kovan acted in a supervisory role to 

Defendant Nassar through their r

of Osteopathic Medicine, and other affiliated MSU departments or institutions. 

325.

Gymnastics Team, acted in a supervisory role to Defendant Nassar while he was acting as 

326. As a matter of custom, policy, and/or practice, Defendant Klages had the ultimate 

responsibility and authority to investigate complaints from her athletes that involved 

allegations of impropriety or sexual assault by her team physician. 

327. As a matter of custom, policy, and/or practice, Defendants Klages, Strampel, and Kovan 

had and have the ultimate responsibility and authority to investigate complaints against 

their employees, agents, and representatives from all individuals including, but not limited 

to students, visitors, faculty, staff, or other employees, agents, and/or representatives, and 

failed to do so with deliberate indifference. 

328. The acts as alleged above amount to a violation of these clearly established constitutionally 

known. 

329. The MSU Defendants have the ultimate responsibility and authority to train and supervise its 

employees, agents, and/or representatives, in the appropriate manner of detecting, reporting, 
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and preventing sexual abuse, assault, and molestation and as a matter of acts, custom, policy, 

and/or practice, failed to do so with deliberate indifference.' 

330. As a matter of custom, policy, and and/or practice, the MSU Defendants had and have the 

ultimate responsibility and authority to investigate complaints against their employees, agents, 

and representatives from all individuals including, but not limited to students, visitors, faculty, 

staff, or other employees, agents, and/or representatives, and failed to do so with deliberate 

indifference. 

331. The MSU Defendants had a duty to prevent sexual assault, abuse, and molestation on their 

campus and premises, that duty arising under the above-referenced constitutional rights, as 

well as established rights pursuant to Title IX. 

332. Defendant MSU's internal policies provide that "[a]11 University employees ... are expected 

to promptly report sexual misconduct or relationship violence that they observe or learn about 

and that involves a member of the University community (faculty, staff or student) or occurred 

at a University event or on University property." They state further: "[t]he employee must 

report all relevant details about the alleged relationship violence or sexual misconduct that 

occurred on campus or at a campus-sponsored event. .. " 55

333. Defendant MSU's aforementioned internal policies were violated in or around 1997/1998 

when Plaintiff Larissa Boyce and Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe reported sexual assault, abuse, and 

molestation by Defendant Nassar to gymnastics Head Coach Defendant Klages and no action 

was taken to address her complaints. 

334. Defendant MSU's aforementioned internal policies were violated in or around 1999 when 

55 MSU University Policy on Relationship Violence in sexual Misconduct, issued Sept. 1, 1992, 
last revised August 30, 2017: https://www.hr.msu.edu/policies-procedures/university-
wide/RVSMpolicy.html 
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and preventing sexual abuse, assault, and molestation and as a matter of acts, custom, policy, 

and/or practice, failed to do so with deliberate indifference.
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and representatives from all individuals including, but not limited to students, visitors, faculty, 

staff, or other employees, agents, and/or representatives, and failed to do so with deliberate 

indifference.  

331. The MSU Defendants had a duty to prevent sexual assault, abuse, and molestation on their 

campus and premises, that duty arising under the above-referenced constitutional rights, as 
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at a University event or on University property." They state further: "[t]he employee must 

report all relevant details about the alleged relationship violence or sexual misconduct that 

occurred on campus or at a campus-sponsored event. .. "55
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when Plaintiff Larissa Boyce and Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe reported sexual assault, abuse, and 

molestation by Defendant Nassar to gymnastics Head Coach Defendant Klages and no action 

was taken to address her complaints. 

334.

55 MSU University Policy on Relationship Violence in sexual Misconduct, issued Sept. 1, 1992, 
last revised August 30, 2017: https://www.hr.msu.edu/policies-procedures/university-
wide/RVSM_policy.html
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Jane Al 9 Doe reported sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by Defendant Nassar to MSU 

representatives including trainers and coaches including Kelli Bert and no action was taken to 

address her complaints. 

335. Defendant MSU's aforementioned internal policies were violated in 2000 when Jane T.T. Doe 

reported sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by Defendant Nassar to Defendant Teachnor-

Hauk and other MSU representatives including trainers and no action was taken to address 

her complaints. 

336. The MSU Defendants' failure to address Plaintiffs Larissa Boyce, Jane B8 Doe, Jane A19 

Doe, and Jane T.T. Doe's complaints led to an unknown number of individuals being 

victimized, sexually assaulted, abused, and molested by Defendant Nassar. 

337. Additionally, the MSU Defendant's failure to properly address the 2014 complaint regarding 

Defendant Nassar's conduct also led to others being victimized, sexually assaulted, abused 

and molested by Defendant Nassar. 

338. Ultimately, Defendants failed to adequately and properly investigate the complaints of 

Plaintiffs or other similarly-situated individuals including but not limited to failing to: 

a. perform a thorough investigation into improper conduct by Defendant Nassar with 

Plaintiffs after receiving complaints in 1999 and 2000; 

b. thoroughly review and investigate all policies, practices, procedures and training 

materials related to the circumstances surrounding the conduct of Defendant 

Nassar; 

c. recognize sexual assault when reported in 2014 and permitting University officials 

to deem sexual assault as "medically appropriate" and "not of a sexual nature;" and, 

d. ensure all institutional guidelines issued following the 2014 investigation into 
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Jane A19 Doe reported sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by Defendant Nassar to MSU 

representatives including trainers and coaches including Kelli Bert and no action was taken to 

address her complaints. 

335.  were violated in 2000 when Jane T.T. Doe 

reported sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by Defendant Nassar to Defendant Teachnor-

Hauk and other MSU representatives including trainers and no action was taken to address 

her complaints. 

336.  failure to address Plaintiffs Larissa Boyce, Jane B8 Doe, Jane A19 

Doe, 

victimized, sexually assaulted, abused, and molested by Defendant Nassar.  

337. Additionally, the MSU Defendant

and molested by Defendant Nassar. 

338. Ultimately, Defendants failed to adequately and properly investigate the complaints of 

Plaintiffs or other similarly-situated individuals including but not limited to failing to: 

a. perform a thorough investigation into improper conduct by Defendant Nassar with 

Plaintiffs after receiving complaints in 1999 and 2000; 

b. thoroughly review and investigate all policies, practices, procedures and training 

materials related to the circumstances surrounding the conduct of Defendant 

Nassar; 

c. recognize sexual assault when reported in 2014 and permitting University officials 

to deem sexual ass

d. ensure all institutional guidelines issued following the 2014 investigation into 
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Defendant Nassar's conduct were satisfied. 

339. As indicated in the U.S. Department of Education Office of Civil Rights report,56 the MSU 

Defendants had a culture that permitted a sexually hostile environment to exist affecting 

numerous individuals on Defendant MSU's campus, including Plaintiffs. 

340. Also indicated in the report was Defendant MSU's custom, practice, and/or policy of 

failing to address complaints of sexual harassment, including sexual violence in a prompt 

and equitable manner which caused and may have contributed to a continuation of the 

sexually hostile environment. 

341. By failing to prevent the aforementioned sexual assault, abuse, and molestation upon 

Plaintiffs, and by failing to appropriately respond to reports of Defendant Nassar's sexual 

assault, abuse, and molestation in a manner that was so clearly unreasonable it amounted 

to deliberate indifference, the MSU Defendants, including Defendants Klages, Strampel, 

Kovan, Teachnor-Hauk, and Stollak are liable to Plaintiffs pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §1983. 

342. The MSU Defendants are also liable to Plaintiffs under 42 U.S.C. §1983 for maintaining 

customs, policies, and practices which deprived Plaintiffs of rights secured by the 

Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution in violation of 42 U.S.C. §1983. 

343. The MSU Defendants tolerated, authorized and/or permitted a custom, policy, practice or 

procedure of insufficient supervision and failed to adequately screen, counsel, or discipline 

Defendant Nassar, with the result that Defendant Nassar was allowed to violate the rights 

of persons such as Plaintiffs with impunity. 

56 See, Letter from U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights to Michigan State 
University, September 1, 2015, OCR Docket #15-11-2098, #15-14-2113. Available at 
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/press-releases/michigan-state-letter.pdf Last accessed Feb. 18, 
2018. 

67 
TOC 

67 
TOC
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customs, policies, and practices which deprived Plaintiffs of rights secured by the 

Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution in violation of 42 U.S.C. §1983.  

343. The MSU Defendants tolerated, authorized and/or permitted a custom, policy, practice or 

procedure of insufficient supervision and failed to adequately screen, counsel, or discipline 

Defendant Nassar, with the result that Defendant Nassar was allowed to violate the rights 

of persons such as Plaintiffs with impunity. 

56 See, Letter from U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights to Michigan State 
University, September 1, 2015, OCR Docket #15-11-2098, #15-14-2113. Available at 
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344. At all relevant times, the MSU Defendants had a policy requiring MSU employees to 

immediately report suspected child abuse, sexual assault, and child pornography.57

345. Defendant Klages violated this policy in or around 1997/1998. 

346. Defendant Teachnor-Hauk violated this policy in or around 2000. 

347. Defendant Stollak violated this policy in or around 2004. 

348. The MSU Defendants had a custom and practice of failing to report, investigate, in violation 

of Plaintiff Gordon's rights (as well as all other Plaintiffs) under 42 U.S.C. §1983 secured by 

the Fourteenth Amended to the United States Constitution. 

349. As a result of the MSU Defendants collective violations , Plaintiff Gordon was subsequently 

sexually abused, assaulted, and molested. 

350. In the alternative, the actions or inactions of Defendants Klages, Strampel, Teachnor-Hauk, 

Kovan, and Strampel were so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of concern for 

whether an injury would result to Plaintiffs and constitutes gross negligence that is the 

proximate cause of Plaintiffs' damages. 

351. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' actions and/or inactions, 

Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon invasion of bodily integrity through sexual assault, 

abuse, and molestation, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue 

57 See, President Lou Anna K. Simon reminds Michigan State employees of obligation to report 
sexual assault, Brandon Howell, August 17, 2012, available at, http://www.mlive.com/lansing-
news/index.ssf/2012/08/president lou arma k simon rem.html, Last accessed Feb. 17, 2018 
("Simon writes in the e-mail ... 'I write to remind University employees about the reporting 
protocols for suspected child abuse, child pornography, and allegations of sexual assault.' Jason 
Cody, a spokesperson for the university said the protocols outlined in Simon's email 'long have 
been in place for employees.'")(emphasis added). 
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344. At all relevant times, the MSU Defendants had a policy requiring MSU employees to 

immediately report suspected child abuse, sexual assault, and child pornography.57

345. Defendant Klages violated this policy in or around 1997/1998. 

346. Defendant Teachnor-Hauk violated this policy in or around 2000.  

347. Defendant Stollak violated this policy in or around 2004.  
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to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning 

capacity. 

C. COUNT THREE 

FAILURE TO TRAIN AND SUPERVISE 
42 U.S.C. § 1983 

ALL MSU DEFENDANTS 

352. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

353. The MSU Defendants have the ultimate responsibility and authority to train and supervise its 

employees, agents, and/or representatives including Defendant Nassar, Klages, Stollak, 

Teachnor-Hauk, Kovan, and Strampel, as well as all faculty and staff regarding their duties 

toward students, faculty, staff, and visitors. 

354. The MSU Defendants failed to train and supervise its employees, agents, and/or 

representatives including Defendant Nassar, Klages, Stollak, Teachnor-Hauk, Kovan, and 

Strampel, as well as all faculty and staff, regarding the following duties: 

a. Perceive, report, and stop inappropriate sexual conduct on campus; 

b. Provide diligent supervision over student-athletes and other individuals; 

c. Report suspected incidents of sexual abuse or sexual assault; 

d. Ensure the safety of all students, faculty, staff, and visitors to Defendant MSU's 

campuses premises; 

e. Provide a safe environment for all students, faculty, staff, and visitors to Defendant 

MSU's premises free from sexual harassment; and, 

f. Properly train faculty and staff to be aware of their individual responsibility for 

69 
TOC 

69 
TOC

l 

enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning 

capacity.

C. COUNT THREE 
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exual harassment; and,  
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creating and maintaining a safe environment. 

355. The above list of duties is not exhaustive. 

356. The MSU Defendants failed to adequately train coaches, trainers (including Defendant 

Teachnor-Hauk, Lianna Hadden, Kelli Bert, and others), medical staff, and others regarding 

the aforementioned duties which led to violations of Plaintiffs' rights. 

357. The Defendants MSU, MSU Board of Trustees, Strampel and Kovan failed to train and 

supervise Defendant Nassar regarding the following duties: 

a. Comply with the State of Michigan's Department of Licensing and Regulatory 

Affairs Occupational Health Standards regarding Bloodborne Infectious Diseases 

mandating use of gloves when exposed to potentially infectious material, including 

vaginal secretions; 

b. Comply and adhere to MSU's policies for medical record keeping including but not 

limited to accurate charting of procedures; 

c. Properly and thoroughly explain procedures and techniques to parents and 

guardians of minor patients in order to obtain informed consent prior to providing 

medical treatment; 

d. Properly and thoroughly explain procedures and techniques to adult patients in 

order to obtain informed consent prior to providing medical treatment; 

e. Request the presence of a chaperone, such as a nurse, other than parents or 

guardians, during medical treatment 

358. The above list of duties is not exhaustive. 

359. Defendant Strampel and Defendant Kovan maintained a custom, practice, or policy of 

inadequately supervising physicians such as Defendant Nassar, as evidenced by: 
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a. Defendants Strampel and Kovan's failure to ensure Defendant Nassar was adhering 

to guidelines and conditions issued and implemented following the 2014 investigation 

regarding Defendant Nassar's sexual assault of Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe; 

b. Defendants Strampel and Kovan's failure to accurately and thoroughly review 

Defendant Nassar both before and after the 2014 investigation regarding Defendant 

Nassar's sexual assault of Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe as there is no mention of the 

investigation in Defendant Nassar's annual reviews for academic years 2013-2014 

and 2014-2015.58

360. Defendants MSU and MSU Board of Trustees failed to train and supervise Defendant 

Strampel and Defendant Kovan regarding the following duties: 

a. Properly supervise employees such as Defendant Nassar following investigation 

related to allegations of sexual assault; 

b. Adequately, accurately, and thoroughly review employees such as Defendant 

Nassar following investigations related to allegations of sexual assault; 

361. The above list of duties is not exhaustive. 

362. As a result, the MSU Defendants deprived Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon, of rights 

secured by the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution in violation of 42 

U.S.C. §1983, including the right to be free from the invasion of bodily integrity through 

sexual assault, abuse, or molestation under the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States 

Constitution. 

58 See, Nassar personnel file shows positive evaluations, emails leading to resignation, Cody 
Combs, February 16, 2018, http://wwmt.com/news/local/nassar-personnel-file-shows-positive-
evaluations-emails-leading-to-resignation (excerpt of personnel file available at 
https://www.scribd.com/document/371685149/Nassar-Personnel-File#from embed). Last 
accessed, Feb. 16, 2018. 
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U.S.C. §1983, including the right to be free from the invasion of bodily integrity through 

sexual assault, abuse, or molestation under the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States 

Constitution. 

58 See, Nassar personnel file shows positive evaluations, emails leading to resignation, Cody 
Combs, February 16, 2018, http://wwmt.com/news/local/nassar-personnel-file-shows-positive-
evaluations-emails-leading-to-resignation (excerpt of personnel file available at  
https://www.scribd.com/document/371685149/Nassar-Personnel-File#from_embed). Last 
accessed, Feb. 16, 2018.  
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363. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants' actions and/or inactions, Plaintiffs, 

including Plaintiff Gordon suffered invasion of bodily integrity through sexual assault, 

abuse, and molestation, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning 

capacity. 

D. COUNT FOUR 

GROSS NEGLIGENCE 
M.C.L. §600.1407(2)(c) 

DEFENDANTS STRAMPEL, KOVAN, ICLAGES, STOLLAK, 
TEACHNOR-HAUIC, NASSAR 

364. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

365. The MSU Defendants owed Plaintiffs a duty to use due care to ensure their safety and freedom 

from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with their employees, 

representatives, and/or agents, including Defendant Nassar. 

366. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiffs a duty of due care in carrying out medical treatment as an 

employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSU Defendants. 

367. By seeking medical treatment from Defendant Nassar in the course of his employment, 

agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants, a special, confidential, and fiduciary 

relationship between Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon, the MSU Defendants, and 

Defendant Nassar was created, resulting in Defendant Nassar owing Plaintiffs a duty to use 

due care. 
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363. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants Plaintiffs, 

including Plaintiff Gordon suffered invasion of bodily integrity through sexual assault, 

abuse, and molestation, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue 

enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning 

capacity.

D. COUNT FOUR  

GROSS NEGLIGENCE 
M.C.L. §600.1407(2)(c) 

DEFENDANTS STRAMPEL, KOVAN, KLAGES, STOLLAK,  
TEACHNOR-HAUK, NASSAR 

364. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

365. The MSU Defendants owed Plaintiffs a duty to use due care to ensure their safety and freedom 

from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with their employees, 

representatives, and/or agents, including Defendant Nassar. 

366. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiffs a duty of due care in carrying out medical treatment as an 

employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSU Defendants.  

367. By seeking medical treatment from Defendant Nassar in the course of his employment, 

agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants, a special, confidential, and fiduciary 

relationship between Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon, the MSU Defendants, and 

Defendant Nassar was created, resulting in Defendant Nassar owing Plaintiffs a duty to use 

due care.  

Ý¿» ïæïèó½ªóððïéî   ÛÝÚ Ò±ò ï º·´»¼ ðîñïéñïè   Ð¿¹»×Üòéë   Ð¿¹» éë ±º ççCase 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 76 of 704



Case 1:18-cv-00172 ECF No. 1 filed 02/17/18 PagelD.76 Page 76 of 99 

368. The MSU Defendants' failure to adequately supervise Defendant Nassar, especially after 

MSU knew or should have known of complaints regarding his nonconsensual sexual touching 

and assaults during "treatments" was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial lack of 

concern for whether an injury would result to Plaintiffs. 

369. Defendant Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting Plaintiffs in the 

course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants and under 

the guise of rendering "medical treatment" was so reckless as to demonstrate a substantial 

lack of concern for whether an injury would result to Plaintiffs. 

370. The MSU Defendants' conduct demonstrated a willful disregard for precautions to ensure 

Plaintiffs' safety. 

371. At all relevant times, the MSU Defendants had a policy requiring MSU employees to 

immediately report suspected child abuse, sexual assault, and child pornography.59

372. The MSU Defendants' conduct as described above, demonstrated a willful disregard for 

substantial risks to Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon, including, but not limited to: 

a. Defendants Strampel and Kovan's failure to ensure Defendant Nassar was adhering 

to guidelines and conditions issued and implemented following the 2014 investigation 

regarding Defendant Nassar's sexual assault of Plaintiff Jane DI Doe; 

b. Defendants Strampel and Kovan's failure to accurately and thoroughly review 

Defendant Nassar both before and after the 2014 investigation regarding Defendant 

59 See, President Lou Anna K. Simon reminds Michigan State employees of obligation to report 
sexual assault, Brandon Howell, August 17, 2017, available at, http://www.mlive.com/lansing-
news/index.ssf/2012/08/president lou arma k simon rem.html, Last accessed Feb. 17, 2018 
("Simon writes in the e-mail ... 'I write to remind University employees about the reporting 
protocols for suspected child abuse, child pornography, and allegations of sexual assault.' Jason 
Cody, a spokesperson for the university said the protocols outlined in Simon's email 'long have 
been in place for employees.'")(emphasis added). 
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Nassar's sexual assault of Plaintiff Jane D1 Doe as there is no mention of the 

investigation in Defendant Nassar's annual reviews for academic years 2013-2014 

and 2014-2015;60

c. Defendant Klages' failure to report, investigate, or otherwise adequately address 

complaints regarding Nassar in or around 1997/1998; 

d. Defendant Teachnor-Hauk's failure to report, investigate, or otherwise adequately 

address complaints regarding Nassar in or around 2000; and, 

e. Defendant Stollak's failure to report, investigate, or otherwise adequately address 

complaints regarding Nassar in or around 2004. 

373. The MSU Defendants breached duties owed to Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon, and 

were grossly negligent when they conducted themselves by the actions described above, said 

acts having been committed with reckless disregard for Plaintiffs' health, safety, 

Constitutional and/or statutory rights, and with a substantial lack of concern as to whether an 

injury would result. 

374. Had Defendants Klages, Teachnor-Hauk, and Stollak fulfilled their duties and reported 

Nassar's conduct, dozens, if not hundreds of Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon would have 

never been sexually abused, assaulted, and molested by Defendant Nassar. 

375. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants' actions and/or inactions, Plaintiffs, 

including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of 

60 See, Nassar personnel file shows positive evaluations, emails leading to resignation, Cody 
Combs, February 16, 2018, http://wwmt.com/news/local/nassar-personnel-file-shows-positive-
evaluations-emails-leading-to-resignation (excerpt of personnel file available at 
https: //www.scribd.com/document/371685149/Nassar-Personnel-File#from embed). Last 
accessed, Feb. 16, 2018. 
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-2014 

and 2014-2015;60

c.  address 

complaints regarding Nassar in or around 1997/1998;  

d. Defendant Teachnor-

address complaints regarding Nassar in or around 2000; and,  

e. Defendant  or otherwise adequately address 

complaints regarding Nassar in or around 2004.   

373. The MSU Defendants breached duties owed to Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon, and 

were grossly negligent when they conducted themselves by the actions described above, said 

Constitutional and/or statutory rights, and with a substantial lack of concern as to whether an 

injury would result.  

374. Had Defendants Klages, Teachnor-Hauk, and Stollak fulfilled their duties and reported 

never been sexually abused, assaulted, and molested by Defendant Nassar.   

375. actions and/or inactions, Plaintiffs, 

including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of 

60 See, Nassar personnel file shows positive evaluations, emails leading to resignation, Cody 
Combs, February 16, 2018, http://wwmt.com/news/local/nassar-personnel-file-shows-positive-
evaluations-emails-leading-to-resignation (excerpt of personnel file available at  
https://www.scribd.com/document/371685149/Nassar-Personnel-File#from_embed). Last 
accessed, Feb. 16, 2018.  
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self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and 

will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the 

full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity. 

E. COUNT FIVE 

NEGLIGENCE 
ALL MSU DEFENDANTS 

AND DEFENDANT NASSAR 

376. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

377. The MSU Defendants owed Plaintiffs a duty of ordinary care to ensure their safety and 

freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with their employees, 

representatives and/or agents. 

378. By seeking medical treatment from Defendant Nassar in his capacity as an employee, agent, 

and/or representative of the MSU Defendants, a special, confidential, and fiduciary 

relationship between Plaintiffs and Defendant Nassar was created, resulting in Defendant 

Nassar owing Plaintiffs a duty to use ordinary care. 

379. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiffs a duty of ordinary care. 

380. The MSU Defendants' failure to adequately train and supervise Defendant Nassar breached 

the duty of ordinary care. 

381. The MSU Defendants had notice through its own employees, agents, and/or representatives 

as early as 1999, again in 2000, and again in 2014 of complaints of a sexual nature related to 

Defendant Nassar's purported "treatments" with young girls and women. 

382. The MSU Defendants should have known of the foreseeability of sexual abuse with respect 
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self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and 

full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity.

E. COUNT FIVE 

NEGLIGENCE  
ALL MSU DEFENDANTS  

AND DEFENDANT NASSAR 

376. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

377. The MSU Defendants owed Plaintiffs a duty of ordinary care to ensure their safety and 

freedom from sexual assault, abuse, and molestation while interacting with their employees, 

representatives and/or agents.  

378. By seeking medical treatment from Defendant Nassar in his capacity as an employee, agent, 

and/or representative of the MSU Defendants, a special, confidential, and fiduciary 

relationship between Plaintiffs and Defendant Nassar was created, resulting in Defendant 

Nassar owing Plaintiffs a duty to use ordinary care.  

379. Defendant Nassar owed Plaintiffs a duty of ordinary care.  

380. The MSU 

the duty of ordinary care.  

381. The MSU Defendants had notice through its own employees, agents, and/or representatives 

as early as 1999, again in 2000, and again in 2014 of complaints of a sexual nature related to 

382. The MSU Defendants should have known of the foreseeability of sexual abuse with respect 
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to youth and collegiate sports. 

383. The MSU Defendants' failure to properly investigate, address, and remedy complaints 

regarding Defendant Nassar's conduct was a breach of ordinary care. 

384. Defendant Nassar's conduct in sexually assaulting, abusing, and molesting Plaintiffs in the 

course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants was a breach 

of the duty to use ordinary care. 

385. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants' conduct, actions and/or inactions, 

Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and 

body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of 

life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily 

activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to 

sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

F. COUNT SIX 

VICARIOUS LIABILITY 
MSU, MSU BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

386. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

387. Vicarious liability is indirect responsibility imposed by operation of law where an employer 

is bound to keep its employees within their proper bounds and is responsible if it fails to do 

so. 

388. Vicarious liability essentially creates agency between the principal and its agent, so that the 

principal is held to have done what the agent has done. 

389. The MSU Defendants employed and/or held Defendant Nassar out to be its agent and/or 
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to youth and collegiate sports.  

383. o properly investigate, address, and remedy complaints 

384.

course of his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants was a breach 

of the duty to use ordinary care.  

385.

Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and 

body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of 

life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff

activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to 

sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

F. COUNT SIX 

VICARIOUS LIABILITY 
MSU, MSU BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

386. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

387. Vicarious liability is indirect responsibility imposed by operation of law where an employer 

is bound to keep its employees within their proper bounds and is responsible if it fails to do 

so. 

388. Vicarious liability essentially creates agency between the principal and its agent, so that the 

principal is held to have done what the agent has done.  

389. The MSU Defendants employed and/or held Defendant Nassar out to be its agent and/or 
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representative from approximately 1996 to 2016. 

390. Defendant MSU's website contains hundreds of pages portraying Defendant Nassar as a 

distinguished member of Defendant MSU's College of Osteopathic Medicine, Division of 

Sports Medicine.61

391. The MSU Defendants are vicariously liable for the actions of Defendant Nassar as described 

above that were performed during the course of his employment, representation, and/or 

agency with the MSU Defendants and while he had unfettered access to young female athletes 

on MSU's campus and premises through its College of Osteopathic Medicine and Division of 

Sports Medicine. 

392. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant Nassar's actions carried out in the course of 

his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants, Plaintiffs, including 

Plaintiff Gordon, suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue 

to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full 

enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning 

capacity. 

G. COUNT SEVEN 

EXPRESS/IMPLIED AGENCY 
MSU, MSU BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

393. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

61 As of January 5, 2017, using the search term "Nassar" at www.msu.edu returned 402 results, 
the majority of which included references to Defendant Nassar dating as far back as 1997. 
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390.

Sports Medicine.61

391. The MSU Defendants are vicariously liable for the actions of Defendant Nassar as described 

above that were performed during the course of his employment, representation, and/or 

agency with the MSU Defendants and while he had unfettered access to young female athletes 

h its College of Osteopathic Medicine and Division of 
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392.

his employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants, Plaintiffs, including 

Plaintiff Gordon, suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue 

enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning 

capacity.

G. COUNT SEVEN 

EXPRESS/IMPLIED AGENCY  
MSU, MSU BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

393. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

61 www.msu.edu returned 402 results, 
the majority of which included references to Defendant Nassar dating as far back as 1997.  
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394. An agent is a person who is authorized by another to act on its behalf. 

395. The MSU Defendants intentionally or negligently made representations that Defendant 

Nassar was their employee, agent, and/or representative. 

396. On the basis of those representations, Plaintiffs reasonably believed that Defendant Nassar 

was acting as an employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSU Defendants. 

397. Plaintiffs were injured as a result of Defendant Nassar' s sexual assault, abuse, and molestation 

as described above, acts that were performed during the course of his employment, agency, 

and/or representation with the MSU Defendants and while he had unfettered access to young 

female athletes. 

398. Plaintiffs were injured because they relied on the MSU Defendants to provide employees, 

agents, and or representatives who would exercise reasonable skill and care. 

399. As a direct and/or proximate cause of Defendant Nassar's negligence carried out in the 

course of his employment, agency, and/or representative of the MSU Defendants, 

Plaintiffs, suffered discomfort, bleeding, urinary tract infections, bacterial infections, and 

continue to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, 

grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented 

from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and 

have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

H. COUNT EIGHT 

NEGLIGENT SUPERVISION 
DEFENDANTS MSU, MSU BOARD OF TRUSTEES, STRAMPEL, KOVAN 

400. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 
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394. An agent is a person who is authorized by another to act on its behalf. 

395. The MSU Defendants intentionally or negligently made representations that Defendant 

Nassar was their employee, agent, and/or representative.  

396. On the basis of those representations, Plaintiffs reasonably believed that Defendant Nassar 

was acting as an employee, agent, and/or representative of the MSU Defendants.  

397.

as described above, acts that were performed during the course of his employment, agency, 

and/or representation with the MSU Defendants and while he had unfettered access to young 

female athletes. 

398. Plaintiffs were injured because they relied on the MSU Defendants to provide employees, 
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continue to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical 

manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, 

grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented 

ties and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and 

have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity.

H. COUNT EIGHT 

NEGLIGENT SUPERVISION 
DEFENDANTS MSU, MSU BOARD OF TRUSTEES, STRAMPEL, KOVAN 

400. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 
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401. The MSU Defendants had a duty to provide reasonable supervision of their employee, agent, 

and/or representative, Defendant Nassar, while he was in the course of his employment, 

agency or representation with the MSU Defendants and while he interacted with young female 

athletes including Plaintiffs. 

402. It was reasonably foreseeable given the known sexual abuse in youth sports and gymnastics 

in particular that Defendant Nassar who had prior allegations against him had or would 

sexually abuse children, including Plaintiffs, unless properly supervised. 

403. The MSU Defendants by and through their employees, agents, managers and/or assigns, 

such as President Simon, President McPherson, Defendant Strampel or Defendant Kovan 

knew or reasonably should have known of Defendant Nassar's conduct and/or that 

Defendant Nassar was an unfit employee, agent, and/or representative because of his sexual 

interest in children. 

404. The MSU Defendants breached their duty to provide reasonable supervision of Defendant 

Nassar, and permitted Defendant Nassar, who was in a position of trust and authority, to 

commit the acts against Plaintiffs. 

405. The aforementioned sexual abuse occurred while Plaintiffs and Defendant Nassar were on the 

premises of Defendant MSU, and while Defendant Nassar was acting in the course of his 

employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants. 

406. The MSU Defendants tolerated, authorized and/or permitted a custom, policy, practice or 

procedure of insufficient supervision and failed to adequately screen, counsel, or discipline 

such individuals, with the result that Defendant Nassar was allowed to violate the rights of 

persons such as Plaintiffs with impunity. 

407. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' negligent supervision, 
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401. The MSU Defendants had a duty to provide reasonable supervision of their employee, agent, 

and/or representative, Defendant Nassar, while he was in the course of his employment, 

agency or representation with the MSU Defendants and while he interacted with young female 

athletes including Plaintiffs. 

402. It was reasonably foreseeable given the known sexual abuse in youth sports and gymnastics 

in particular that Defendant Nassar who had prior allegations against him had or would 

sexually abuse children, including Plaintiffs, unless properly supervised.  

403. The MSU Defendants by and through their employees, agents, managers and/or assigns, 

such as President Simon, President McPherson, Defendant Strampel or Defendant Kovan 

Defendant Nassar was an unfit employee, agent, and/or representative because of his sexual 

interest in children.  

404. The MSU Defendants breached their duty to provide reasonable supervision of Defendant 

Nassar, and permitted Defendant Nassar, who was in a position of trust and authority, to 

commit the acts against Plaintiffs.  

405. The aforementioned sexual abuse occurred while Plaintiffs and Defendant Nassar were on the 

premises of Defendant MSU, and while Defendant Nassar was acting in the course of his 

employment, agency, and/or representation of the MSU Defendants.  

406. The MSU Defendants tolerated, authorized and/or permitted a custom, policy, practice or 

procedure of insufficient supervision and failed to adequately screen, counsel, or discipline 

such individuals, with the result that Defendant Nassar was allowed to violate the rights of 

persons such as Plaintiffs with impunity. 

407. As a direct and/or proximate resu
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Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and 

body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of 

life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily 

activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to 

sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

I. COUNT NINE 

NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO WARN OR PROTECT 
DEFENDANTS MSU, MSU BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

ICLAGES, STOLLAIC, STRAMPEL, KOVAN, TEACHNOR-HAUK 

408. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

409. The MSU Defendants knew or should have known that Defendant Nassar posed a risk of 

harm to Plaintiffs or those in Plaintiffs' situation. 

410. As early as 1999, the MSU Defendants had direct and/or constructive knowledge as to the 

dangerous conduct of Defendant Nassar and failed to act reasonably and responsibly in 

response. 

411. The MSU Defendants knew or should have known Defendant Nassar committed sexual 

assault, abuse, and molestation and/or was continuing to engage in such conduct. 

412. The MSU Defendants had a duty to warn or protect Plaintiffs and others in Plaintiffs' 

situation against the risk of injury by Defendant Nassar. 

413. The duty to disclose this information arose by the special, trusting, confidential, and 

fiduciary relationship between Defendant Nassar as an employee, agent, and or 

representative of the MSU Defendants and Plaintiffs. 
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Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and 

body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of 

activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to 

sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

I. COUNT NINE 

NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO WARN OR PROTECT 
DEFENDANTS MSU, MSU BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

KLAGES, STOLLAK, STRAMPEL, KOVAN, TEACHNOR-HAUK 

408. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs.  

409. The MSU Defendants knew or should have known that Defendant Nassar posed a risk of 

410. As early as 1999, the MSU Defendants had direct and/or constructive knowledge as to the 

dangerous conduct of Defendant Nassar and failed to act reasonably and responsibly in 

response. 

411. The MSU Defendants knew or should have known Defendant Nassar committed sexual 

assault, abuse, and molestation and/or was continuing to engage in such conduct.  

412. The MSU Defendant

situation against the risk of injury by Defendant Nassar. 

413. The duty to disclose this information arose by the special, trusting, confidential, and 

fiduciary relationship between Defendant Nassar as an employee, agent, and or 

representative of the MSU Defendants and Plaintiffs.  
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414. The MSU Defendants breached said duty by failing to warn Plaintiffs and/or by failing to 

take reasonable steps to protect Plaintiffs from Defendant Nassar. 

415. The MSU Defendants breached its duties to protect Plaintiffs by failing to: 

a. respond to allegations of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation; 

b. detect and/or uncover evidence of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation; and, 

c. investigate, adjudicate, and terminate Defendant Nassar's employment with 

Defendant MSU prior to 2016. 

416. The MSU Defendants failed to adequately screen, counsel and/or discipline Defendant 

Nassar for physical and/or mental conditions that might have rendered him unfit to 

discharge the duties and responsibilities of a physician at an educational institution, 

resulting in violations of Plaintiffs' rights. 

417. The MSU Defendants willfully refused to notify, give adequate warning, and implement 

appropriate safeguards to protect Plaintiffs from Defendant Nassar's conduct. 

418. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants negligent failure to warn or 

protect, Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind 

and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of 

life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily 

activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to 

sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

J. COUNT TEN 

NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO TRAIN OR EDUCATE 
ALL MSU DEFENDANTS 

419. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 
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414. The MSU Defendants breached said duty by failing to warn Plaintiffs and/or by failing to 

take reasonable steps to protect Plaintiffs from Defendant Nassar.  

415. The MSU Defendants breached its duties to protect Plaintiffs by failing to:  

a. respond to allegations of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation; 

b. detect and/or uncover evidence of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation; and,  

c. investigate, adjudicate, and terminate Defendant employment with 

Defendant MSU prior to 2016.  

416. The MSU Defendants failed to adequately screen, counsel and/or discipline Defendant 

Nassar for physical and/or mental conditions that might have rendered him unfit to 

discharge the duties and responsibilities of a physician at an educational institution, 

417. The MSU Defendants willfully refused to notify, give adequate warning, and implement 

appropriate safeguards to protect Plaintiffs from Defendant Na

418. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants negligent failure to warn or 

protect, Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind 

and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of 

activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to 

sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity.

J. COUNT TEN  

NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO TRAIN OR EDUCATE 
ALL MSU DEFENDANTS 

419. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 
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previous paragraphs. 

420. The MSU Defendants breached their duty to take reasonable protective measures to protect 

Plaintiffs and other minors from the risk of childhood sexual abuse and/or sexual assault 

by Defendant Nassar, such as the failure to properly train or educate Plaintiffs and other 

individuals (including minors) about how to avoid such a risk. 

421. The MSU Defendants failed to implement reasonable safeguards to: 

a. Prevent acts of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by Defendant Nassar; 

b. Avoid placing Defendant Nassar in positions where he would be in unsupervised 

contact and interaction with Plaintiffs and other young athletes. 

422. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' negligent failure to train or 

educate, Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind 

and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of 

life, were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily 

activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to 

sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

K. COUNT ELEVEN 

NEGLIGENT RETENTION 
DEFENDANTS MSU, MSU BOARD OF TRUSTEES, STRAMPEL, KOVAN 

423. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

424. The MSU Defendants had a duty when credentialing, hiring, retaining, screening, 

checking, regulating, monitoring, and supervising employees, agents and/or 

representatives to exercise due care, but they failed to do so. 
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previous paragraphs. 

420. The MSU Defendants breached their duty to take reasonable protective measures to protect 

Plaintiffs and other minors from the risk of childhood sexual abuse and/or sexual assault 

by Defendant Nassar, such as the failure to properly train or educate Plaintiffs and other 

individuals (including minors) about how to avoid such a risk. 

421. The MSU Defendants failed to implement reasonable safeguards to: 

a. Prevent acts of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation by Defendant Nassar; 

b. Avoid placing Defendant Nassar in positions where he would be in unsupervised 

contact and interaction with Plaintiffs and other young athletes.  

422.

educate, Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind 

and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of 

life, were prevented and will continue 

activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to 

sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity.

K. COUNT ELEVEN 

NEGLIGENT RETENTION 
DEFENDANTS MSU, MSU BOARD OF TRUSTEES, STRAMPEL, KOVAN 

423. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

424. The MSU Defendants had a duty when credentialing, hiring, retaining, screening, 

checking, regulating, monitoring, and supervising employees, agents and/or 

representatives to exercise due care, but they failed to do so.  
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425. The MSU Defendants were negligent in the retention of Defendant Nassar as an employee, 

agent, and/or representative in their failure to adequately investigate, report and address 

complaints about his conduct of which they knew or should have known. 

426. The MSU Defendants were negligent in the retention of Defendant Nassar as an employee, 

agent, and/or representative when after they discovered, or reasonably should have 

discovered Defendant Nassar's conduct which reflected a propensity for sexual 

misconduct. 

427. The MSU Defendants' failure to act in accordance with the standard of care resulted in 

Defendant Nassar gaining access to and sexually abusing and/or sexually assaulting 

Plaintiffs and an unknown number of other individuals. 

428. The aforementioned negligence in the credentialing, hiring, retaining, screening, checking, 

regulating, monitoring, and supervising of Defendant Nassar created a foreseeable risk of 

harm to Plaintiffs as well as other minors and young adults. 

429. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' negligent retention, Plaintiffs, 

including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of 

self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life; were prevented and 

will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the 

full enjoyment of life; have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning 

capacity. 

L. COUNT TWELVE 

INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 
ALL MSU DEFENDANTS 

430. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 
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425. The MSU Defendants were negligent in the retention of Defendant Nassar as an employee, 

agent, and/or representative in their failure to adequately investigate, report and address 

complaints about his conduct of which they knew or should have known.  

426. The MSU Defendants were negligent in the retention of Defendant Nassar as an employee, 

agent, and/or representative when after they discovered, or reasonably should have 

misconduct.  

427.

Defendant Nassar gaining access to and sexually abusing and/or sexually assaulting 

Plaintiffs and an unknown number of other individuals.  

428. The aforementioned negligence in the credentialing, hiring, retaining, screening, checking, 

regulating, monitoring, and supervising of Defendant Nassar created a foreseeable risk of 

harm to Plaintiffs as well as other minors and young adults. 

429. Plaintiffs, 

including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of 

self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life; were prevented and 

full enjoyment of life; have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning 

capacity. 

L. COUNT TWELVE 

INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 
ALL MSU DEFENDANTS 

430. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 
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previous paragraphs. 

431. The MSU Defendants allowed Defendant Nassar to be in a position where he could sexually 

assault, abuse, and molest children and young adults. 

432. A reasonable person would not expect the MSU Defendants to tolerate or permit their 

employee or agent to carry out sexual assault, abuse, or molestation after they knew or should 

have known of complaints and claims of sexual assault and abuse occurring during Defendant 

Nassar's "treatments." 

433. The MSU Defendants held Defendant Nassar in high esteem and acclaim which in turn 

encouraged Plaintiffs and others to respect and trust Defendant Nassar and seek out his 

services and to not question his methods or motives. 

434. The MSU Defendants protected Defendant Nassar in part to bolster and sustain his national 

and international reputation in the gymnastics community. 

435. A reasonable person would not expect the MSU Defendants to be incapable of supervising 

Defendant Nassar and/or preventing Defendant Nassar from committing acts of sexual 

assault, abuse, and molestation. 

436. The MSU Defendants' conduct as described above was intentional and/or reckless. 

437. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' conduct, Plaintiffs, including 

Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to 

be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of 

life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 
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previous paragraphs. 

431. The MSU Defendants allowed Defendant Nassar to be in a position where he could sexually 

assault, abuse, and molest children and young adults.  

432. A reasonable person would not expect the MSU Defendants to tolerate or permit their 

employee or agent to carry out sexual assault, abuse, or molestation after they knew or should 

have known of complaints and claims of sexual assault and abuse occurring during Defendant 

433. The MSU Defendants held Defendant Nassar in high esteem and acclaim which in turn 

encouraged Plaintiffs and others to respect and trust Defendant Nassar and seek out his 

services and to not question his methods or motives.  

434. The MSU Defendants protected Defendant Nassar in part to bolster and sustain his national 

and international reputation in the gymnastics community.  

435. A reasonable person would not expect the MSU Defendants to be incapable of supervising 

Defendant Nassar and/or preventing Defendant Nassar from committing acts of sexual 

assault, abuse, and molestation.  

436.

437. Plaintiffs, including 

Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, emotional 

distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, 

disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and will continue to 

daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of 

life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity. 
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M. COUNT THIRTEEN 

FRAUD AND MISREPRESENTATION 
ALL MSU DEFENDANTS 

438. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

439. Plaintiffs had a special relationship with Defendant Nassar as their doctor and by their status 

as patients at the MSU clinic. 

440. Plaintiffs also had a special relationship with the MSU Defendants including MSU's coaches, 

counselors, and athletic trainers as student athletes of MSU. 

441. Given those special relationships, the MSU Defendants had a duty to disclose, warn, and 

protect given the foreseeability of harm in youth sports, and given the prior complaints against 

Nassar. 

442. From approximately 1996 to September 2016, the MSU Defendants represented to Plaintiffs 

and the public that Defendant Nassar was a competent and safe physician. 

443. By representing that Defendant Nassar was a team physician and athletic physician at 

Defendant MSU and a National Team Physician with USAG, the MSU Defendants 

represented to Plaintiffs and the public that Defendant Nassar was safe, trustworthy, of high 

moral and ethical repute, and that Plaintiffs and the public need not worry about being harmed 

by Defendant Nassar. 

444. The representations were false when they were made as Defendant Nassar had and was 

continuing to sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon, and 

an unknown number of other individuals. 

445. At a minimum, as of 1997/1998, 1999, 2000, and 2004 the MSU Defendants knew their 

representations of Defendant Nassar were false as Larissa Boyce, Jane B8 Doe, Jane Al 9 
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M. COUNT THIRTEEN  

FRAUD AND MISREPRESENTATION  
ALL MSU DEFENDANTS 

438. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

439. Plaintiffs had a special relationship with Defendant Nassar as their doctor and by their status 

as patients at the MSU clinic. 

440. Plaintiffs also had a special relationship with the MSU Defendants including MSU s coaches, 

counselors, and athletic trainers as student athletes of MSU.  

441. Given those special relationships, the MSU Defendants had a duty to disclose, warn, and 

protect given the foreseeability of harm in youth sports, and given the prior complaints against 

Nassar.  

442. From approximately 1996 to September 2016, the MSU Defendants represented to Plaintiffs 

and the public that Defendant Nassar was a competent and safe physician.  

443. By representing that Defendant Nassar was a team physician and athletic physician at 

Defendant MSU and a National Team Physician with USAG, the MSU Defendants 

represented to Plaintiffs and the public that Defendant Nassar was safe, trustworthy, of high 

moral and ethical repute, and that Plaintiffs and the public need not worry about being harmed 

by Defendant Nassar.  

444. The representations were false when they were made as Defendant Nassar had and was 

continuing to sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon, and 

an unknown number of other individuals.  

445. At a minimum, as of 1997/1998, 1999, 2000, and 2004 the MSU Defendants knew their 

representations of Defendant Nassar were false as Larissa Boyce, Jane B8 Doe, Jane A19 
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Doe, Jane T.T. Doe, and Jane A69 Doe had complained of Defendant Nassar's conduct to 

MSU employees, Defendants Klages, Kelli Bert, Defendant Teachnor-Hauk, and Stollak. 

446. Although MSU was informed of Defendant Nassar's conduct they failed to investigate, 

remedy, or otherwise adequately and properly address Jane Al 9 Doe, Jane T.T. Doe, and Jane 

A69 Doe's complaints. 

447. In or around 1997 or 1998, Plaintiff Larissa Boyce62 reported to Defendant Klages concerns 

regarding Defendant Nassar's conduct and "treatment." 

448. Defendant Klages dissuaded Plaintiff Boyce from completing a formal report and warned 

Boyce that the report would have serious consequences for both Plaintiff Boyce and 

Defendant Nassar. 

449. Around that same time, Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe63 was questioned by Defendant Klages 

regarding Nassar's "treatment" and Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe affirmatively confirmed she had 

also been sexually assaulted and abused. 

450. Defendant Klages told Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe there was no reason to bring up or otherwise 

report Defendant Nassar's conduct. 

451. The MSU Defendants continued to hold Defendant Nassar out as a competent and safe 

physician. 

452. Additional complaints against Defendant Nassar surfaced in 2014, however, because of 

Defendant MSU's culture which included existence of a sexually hostile environment on 

Defendant MSU's campus and premises and the University's failure to address complaints 

of sexual harassment, including sexual violence in a prompt and equitable manner which 

62 Plaintiff Boyce is a Plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-222. 
63 Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe is a Plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-222. 
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Doe, Jane T.T. Doe, and Jane A69 Doe conduct to 

MSU employees, Defendants Klages, Kelli Bert, Defendant Teachnor-Hauk, and Stollak.  

446.

remedy, or otherwise adequately and properly address Jane A19 Doe, Jane T.T. Doe, and Jane 

s complaints.  

447. In or around 1997 or 1998, Plaintiff Larissa Boyce62 reported to Defendant Klages concerns 

448. Defendant Klages dissuaded Plaintiff Boyce from completing a formal report and warned 

Boyce that the report would have serious consequences for both Plaintiff Boyce and 

Defendant Nassar.  

449. Around that same time, Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe63 was questioned by Defendant Klages 

also been sexually assaulted and abused.  

450. Defendant Klages told Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe there was no reason to bring up or otherwise 

451. The MSU Defendants continued to hold Defendant Nassar out as a competent and safe 

physician.  

452. Additional complaints against Defendant Nassar surfaced in 2014, however, because of 

 sexually hostile environment on 

of sexual harassment, including sexual violence in a prompt and equitable manner which 

62 Plaintiff Boyce is a Plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-222.  
63 Plaintiff Jane B8 Doe is a Plaintiff in member case 1:17-cv-222. 

Ý¿» ïæïèó½ªóððïéî   ÛÝÚ Ò±ò ï º·´»¼ ðîñïéñïè   Ð¿¹»×Üòèç   Ð¿¹» èç ±º ççCase 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 90 of 704



Case 1:18-cv-00172 ECF No. 1 filed 02/17/18 PagelD.90 Page 90 of 99 

in turn caused and may have contributed to a continuation of the sexually hostile 

environment, Defendant Nassar was permitted to continue employment and sexually abuse, 

assault, and molest Plaintiffs and an unknown number of other individuals.64

453. Between the time of the 2014 complaint and September 2016, the MSU Defendants continued 

to hold Defendant Nassar out as a competent and safe physician. 

454. Plaintiffs relied on the assertions of the MSU Defendants and several Plaintiffs continued to 

seek treatment from Defendant Nassar in the wake of known concerns and dangers. 

455. Plaintiffs were subjected to sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as a result of the MSU 

Defendants' fraudulent misrepresentations regarding Defendant Nassar. 

456. As a direct and/or proximate result of the MSU Defendants' fraudulent misrepresentations, 

Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and 

body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of 

life; were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily 

activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; have sustained and continue to sustain 

loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

VIII. CLAIMS AGAINST DEFENDANT LAWRENCE NASSAR 

N. COUNT FOURTEEN 

ASSAULT & BATTERY 

457. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

64 See, Letter from U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights to Michigan State 
University, September 1, 2015, OCR Docket #15-11-2098, #15-14-2113. Available at 
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/press-releases/michigan-state-letter.pdf. Last accessed Feb. 18, 
2018. 
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in turn caused and may have contributed to a continuation of the sexually hostile 

environment, Defendant Nassar was permitted to continue employment and sexually abuse, 

assault, and molest Plaintiffs and an unknown number of other individuals.64

453. Between the time of the 2014 complaint and September 2016, the MSU Defendants continued 

to hold Defendant Nassar out as a competent and safe physician.  

454. Plaintiffs relied on the assertions of the MSU Defendants and several Plaintiffs continued to 

seek treatment from Defendant Nassar in the wake of known concerns and dangers.  

455. Plaintiffs were subjected to sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as a result of the MSU 

456. As 

Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and 

body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of 

activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; have sustained and continue to sustain 

loss of earnings and earning capacity.

VIII. CLAIMS AGAINST DEFENDANT LAWRENCE NASSAR 

N. COUNT FOURTEEN 

ASSAULT & BATTERY  

457. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

64 See, Letter from U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights to Michigan State 
University, September 1, 2015, OCR Docket #15-11-2098, #15-14-2113. Available at 
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/press-releases/michigan-state-letter.pdf. Last accessed Feb. 18, 
2018.  
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previous paragraphs. 

458. The acts committed by Defendant Nassar against Plaintiffs described herein constitute 

assault and battery, actionable under the laws of Michigan. 

459. Defendant Nassar committed nonconsensual sexual acts which resulted in harmful or 

offensive contact with the bodies of Plaintiffs. 

460. Specifically, Defendant Nassar committed acts which caused injury to Plaintiffs by 

subjecting them to an imminent battery and/or intentional invasions of their rights to be 

free from offensive and harmful contact, and said conduct demonstrated that Defendant 

had a present ability to subject Plaintiffs to an immediate, intentional, offensive and 

harmful touching. 

461. Defendant Nassar assaulted and battered Plaintiffs by nonconsensual and unwanted digital 

vaginal penetration, digital anal penetration, and touching some of Plaintiffs' breasts 

without notice or explanation of the "treatment." 

462. Plaintiffs did not consent to the contact, which caused injury, damage, loss, and/or harm. 

463. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant Nassar's assault and battery, Plaintiffs, 

including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of 

self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and 

will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the 

full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity. 

0. COUNT FIFTEEN 

INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 
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previous paragraphs. 

458. The acts committed by Defendant Nassar against Plaintiffs described herein constitute 

assault and battery, actionable under the laws of Michigan.  

459. Defendant Nassar committed nonconsensual sexual acts which resulted in harmful or 

offensive contact with the bodies of Plaintiffs.  

460. Specifically, Defendant Nassar committed acts which caused injury to Plaintiffs by 

subjecting them to an imminent battery and/or intentional invasions of their rights to be 

free from offensive and harmful contact, and said conduct demonstrated that Defendant 

had a present ability to subject Plaintiffs to an immediate, intentional, offensive and 

harmful touching.  

461. Defendant Nassar assaulted and battered Plaintiffs by nonconsensual and unwanted digital 

vaginal penetration, digital anal penetration, 

462. Plaintiffs did not consent to the contact, which caused injury, damage, loss, and/or harm.  

463. ttery, Plaintiffs, 

including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of 

self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and 

full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity.

O. COUNT FIFTEEN 

INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 
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464. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

465. Defendant Nassar used his authority and position with Defendants MSU and USAG to 

sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiffs, and an unknown number of other individuals, 

minors, and young adults. 

466. Defendant Nassar in committing acts of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as described 

above under the guise of medical "treatment" exhibited conduct that is extreme, outrageous 

and/or reckless in nature. 

467. A reasonable person would not expect their physician to sexually assault, abuse, or molest 

them, and to do so under the guise of medical "treatment" without proper notice or 

explanation, and without giving the patient the opportunity to refuse "treatment" of that 

nature. 

468. Defendant Nassar's conduct was intentional or reckless as he repeatedly sexually assaulted, 

abused, and molested Plaintiffs over several years, from approximately 1996 to 2016. 

469. Defendant Nassar's conduct has caused and continues to cause Plaintiffs to suffer emotional 

and psychological distress. 

470. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant Nassar's outrageous conduct Plaintiffs, 

including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of 

self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and 

will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily activities and obtaining the 

full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity. 
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464. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

465. Defendant Nassar used his authority and position with Defendants MSU and USAG to 

sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiffs, and an unknown number of other individuals, 

minors, and young adults.  

466. Defendant Nassar in committing acts of sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as described 

extreme, outrageous 

and/or reckless in nature.  

467. A reasonable person would not expect their physician to sexually assault, abuse, or molest 

explanation, and without giving th

nature.  

468.

abused, and molested Plaintiffs over several years, from approximately 1996 to 2016.  

469. Defendant Nas

and psychological distress. 

470.  Plaintiffs, 

including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of 

self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of life, were prevented and 

will continue to be prevented from performi

full enjoyment of life, and have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings and 

earning capacity. 
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P. COUNT SIXTEEN 

FRAUD AND MISREPRESENTATION 

471. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

472. From approximately 1996 to September 2016, Defendant Nassar represented to Plaintiffs and 

the public that he was a competent, ethical, and safe physician. 

473. By representing that he was a team physician and athletic physician at Defendant MSU and a 

National Team Physician with USAG, Defendant Nassar represented to Plaintiffs the public 

that Defendant Nassar he was safe, trustworthy, of high moral and ethical repute, and that 

Plaintiffs and the public need not worry about being harmed by Defendant Nassar. 

474. The representations were false when they were made as Defendant Nassar had and was 

continuing to sexually assault, abuse, and molest Plaintiffs and an unknown number of 

individuals at MSU, Twistars' facilities, USAG meets, Defendant Nassar's home, and other 

locations. 

475. Specifically to Plaintiff Gordon, Nassar sexually assaulted, abused, and molested her on or 

about August 31, 2012 at MSU' s Sports Medicine Clinic. 

476. Specifically, Defendant Nassar's false representations include but are not limited to the 

following: 

a. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct were a "new procedure" 
which involved vaginal penetration; 

b. making the statement, referring to his conduct, disguised as "treatment," as a pelvic 
adjustment; 

c. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "checking your 
sternum;" 

d. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was doing a "breast 
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exam;" 

e. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "treatment" and 
that it was the same that he performed on Olympic athletes; 

f. making the statement, explaining, that his acts and/or conduct was "attempting to 
manipulate [their] ribs;" and, 

g. making a statement, explaining to a plaintiff and another medical professional; that 
the position of his hand was in an appropriate place, when it was not and while he was 
digitally penetrating the plaintiff, all which were made contemporaneously and/or 
shortly after the abrupt, sudden, quick, and unexpected sexual assaults by Defendant 
Nassar. 

477. The material representation(s) to Plaintiffs were false, in that Defendant Nassar was actually 

engaging in conduct for his own sexual gratification and pleasure evidenced by his observed 

arousal, flushed face, and closing of the eyes during the conduct. 

478. Plaintiffs relied on the assertions of Defendant Nassar and several Plaintiffs continued to seek 

treatment of Defendant Nassar even after Defendant Nassar became aware of concerns and 

complaints of his "treatment." 

479. When Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s), he knew that they were false, in 

that he knew that the "treatment[s]" were not proper, appropriate, legitimate, and/or 

considered within standard of care by any physician of any specialty and/or sports therapist. 

480. Defendant Nassar made the material representation(s) with the intent that the material 

representation(s) should be acted and/or relied upon by Plaintiffs, in that Plaintiffs: 

a. should believe that the "treatments" were in fact "treatments," should believe that the 

"treatment[s]" were proper, appropriate, and legitimate; should not believe that they 

had been sexually assaulted; 

b. should not believe that they had been sexually assaulted so that he could prevent 

discovery of his sexual assaults; should continue the "treatment[s]" so that he could 
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continue to sexually assault them; should not question and/or report the conduct to 

appropriate authorities; and, 

c. should not reasonably believe and not be aware of a possible cause of action that they 

have against Defendant Nassar and/or Defendant MSU. 

481. Defendant Nassar concealed the fraud by an affirmative act(s) that was/were designed and/or 

planned to prevent inquiry and escape investigation and prevent subsequent discovery of his 

fraud, in that he: 

a. positioned himself in a manner in which parents or chaperones in the room could not 

see his conduct, so that he could conceal and prevent discovery of his conduct; 

b. dismissed a medical professional from the room, during an examination of a plaintiff 

of whom he was digitally penetrating, who questioned the placement of his hands; 

c. prevented other medical professionals, chaperones, parents, guardians, and/or 

caregivers from being in the room during some examinations and treatments of 

Plaintiffs so that he could sexually assault Plaintiffs; 

d. did not abide by or follow the standard and care which requires another medical 

professional, chaperone, parent, guardian, and/or caregiver be in the room during the 

examination and treatment of minors and female patients; 

e. did not abide by or follow restrictions that had been put into place in 2014 by 

Defendant MSU restricting his examination and treatment of patients only with 

another person in the room; and, 

f. gave Plaintiffs, at appointments, gifts such as t-shirts, pins, flags, leotards, and other 

items, some with USAG logos and others without, in order to gain their trust. 

482. The actions and inactions of Defendant Nassar, as described in the preceding paragraphs, 
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constituted fraud. 

483. Between the times of the 1998 complaint to Twistars, the 1999 complaint to MSU coaches 

and trainers, the 2000 complaint to MSU trainers, the 2004 complaint to Meridian Township 

Police, the 2014 Complaint to MSU officials, and September 2016 when he was fired, 

Defendant Nassar continued to hold himself out as a competent and safe physician. 

484. Plaintiffs were subjected to sexual assault, abuse, and molestation as a result of Defendant 

Nassar's fraudulent misrepresentations regarding Defendant Nassar. 

485. At all times pertinent to this action, Defendant Nassar was an agent, apparent agent, servant, 

and employee of the MSU Defendants and operated within the scope of his employment and 

his negligence is imputed to the MSU Defendants. 

486. At all times material hereto, Plaintiffs were entirely free of any negligence contributing to the 

injuries and damages hereinafter alleged. 

487. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendant Nassar's fraudulent misrepresentations, 

Plaintiffs, including Plaintiff Gordon suffered and continues to suffer pain of mind and 

body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and enjoyment of 

life; were prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiffs' daily 

activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; have sustained and continue to sustain 

loss of earnings and earning capacity. 

IX. DAMAGES - FOR ALL AFOREMENTIONED CAUSES OF ACTION 

488. Plaintiff Gordon realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

previous paragraphs. 

489. As a direct and/or proximate result of Defendants' actions and/or inactions stated above, 
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Plaintiff Gordon suffered invasion of bodily integrity as a result of sexual assault, abuse, 

and molestation, discomfort, and continues to suffer pain of mind and body, shock, 

emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of 

self-esteem, disgrace, fright, grief, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; were 

prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing Plaintiff's daily activities and 

obtaining the full enjoyment of life; have sustained and continue to sustain loss of earnings 

and earning capacity. 

490. The conduct, actions and/or inactions of Defendants as alleged in the above stated counts 

and causes of action constitute violations of Plaintiff's Constitutional and Federal rights as 

well as the common and/or statutory laws of the State of Michigan, and the United States 

District Court has jurisdiction to hear and adjudicate said claims. 

491. In whole or in part, as a result of some or all of the above actions and/or inactions of 

Defendants, Plaintiff has and continues to suffer irreparable harm as a result of the 

violations. 

492. The amount in controversy for each Plaintiff exceeds the jurisdictional minimum of 

$75,000.00. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Gordon requests this Court and the finder of fact to enter a 

Judgment in Plaintiff's favor against all named Defendants on all counts and claims as indicated 

above in an amount consistent with the proofs of trial, and seeks against Defendants all appropriate 

damages arising out of law, equity, and fact for each or all of the above counts where applicable 

and hereby requests that the trier of fact, be it judge or jury, award Plaintiff all applicable damages, 

including but not limited to compensatory, special, exemplary and/or punitive damages, in 

whatever amount the Plaintiff is entitled, and all other relief arising out of law, equity, and fact, 
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also including but not limited to: 

a) Compensatory damages in an amount to be determined as fair and just under the 
circumstances, by the trier of fact including, but not limited to medical expenses, 
loss of earnings, mental anguish, anxiety, humiliation, and embarrassment, 
violation of Plaintiff's Constitutional, Federal, and State rights, loss of social 
pleasure and enjoyment, and other damages to be proved; 

b) Punitive and/or exemplary damages in an amount to be determined as reasonable 
or just by the trier of fact; 

c) Reasonable attorney fees, interest, and costs; and, 

d) Other declaratory, equitable, and/or injunctive relief, including, but not limited to 
implementation of institutional reform and measures of accountability to ensure the 
safety and protection of young athletes and other individuals, as appears to be 
reasonable and just. 

Dated: February 17, 2018 By: /s/ Stephen R. Drew 
Stephen R. Drew (P24323) 
Adam C. Sturdivant (P72285) 
DREW, COOPER & ANDING 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
80 Ottawa Avenue NW, Suite 200 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 
Ph: (616) 454-8300 
E: sdrew@dca-lawyers.com 
E: asturdivant@dca-lawyers.com 

Dated: February 17, 2018 By: /s/ John C. Manly (with permission) 
John C. Manly (CA 149080) 
Vince W. Finaldi (CA 238279) 
Alex E. Cunny (CA 291567) 
MANLY, STEWART & FINALDI 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
19100 Von Karman Avenue, Suite 800 
Irvine, California 92612 
Ph: (949) 252-9990 
E: jmanly@manlystewart.com 
E: vfinaldi@manlystewart.com 
E: acunny@manlystewart.com 
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JURY DEMAND 

Plaintiff Gordon, by and through her attorneys, DREW, COOPER & ANDING, and 

MANLY, STEWART & FINALDI, hereby demands a trial by jury on all claims set forth above. 

Dated: February 17, 2018 By: /s/ Stephen R. Drew 
Stephen R. Drew (P24323) 
Adam C. Sturdivant (P72285) 
DREW, COOPER & ANDING 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
80 Ottawa Avenue NW, Suite 200 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 
Ph: (616) 454-8300 
E: sdrew@dca-lawyers.com 
E: asturdivant@dca-lawyers.com 

Dated: February 17, 2018 By: /s/ John C. Manly (with permission) 
John C. Manly (CA 149080) 
Vince W. Finaldi (CA 238279) 
Alex E. Cunny (CA 291567) 
MANLY, STEWART & FINALDI 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
19100 Von Karman Avenue, Suite 800 
Irvine, California 92612 
Ph: (949) 252-9990 
E: jmanly@manlystewart.com 
E: vfinaldi@manlystewart.com 
E: acunny@manlystewart.com 
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30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT
313 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, MI 48933

1

STATE OF MICHIGAN

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF INGHAM

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN,

Plaintiff,

-vs-

LAWRENCE GERARD NASSAR,

Defendant.

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

File No.
17-526-FC

S E N T E N C I N G

BEFORE THE HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA

Lansing, Michigan - January 24, 2018

APPEARANCES:

For the People: Department of Attorney General
ANGELA M. POVILAITIS (P58430)
ROBYN N. BRAZEAL LIDDELL (P68287)
CHRISTOPHER ALLEN (P75329)
3030 W. Grand Boulevard
Detroit MI 48202

For the Defendant: MOLLY BLYTHE (P81392)
1668 South Telegraph
Suite 140
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

MATTHEW R. NEWBURG (P71692)
316 Taylor Street
Grand Ledge, MI 48837

Reported by: Genevieve A. Hamlin, CSR-3218
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2

I N D E X

WITNESS: PAGE

None

* * *

EXHIBITS:

None
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3

Lansing, Michigan

January 24, 2018

9:42 a.m.

R E C O R D

THE COURT: We are back on the record on

docket 17-526-FC, People versus Lawrence Nassar.

Counsel, your appearance for the record.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, Angela

Povilaitis on behalf of the people and with the

Michigan Department of Attorney General. I

understand we are having some microphone

technicality -- is that what you want us to do? Is

that best? Okay.

To my right at counsel table is Detective

Lieutenant Andrea Munford, Michigan State University

Police Department, the officer in charge of this

case.

To her right is Robyn Liddell from the

Michigan Department of Attorney General. To her

right is Laura Moody of the Michigan Department of

Attorney General. Seated next to Laura Moody is our

communications director, Andrea Bitely. To her right

is Christopher Allen of the Michigan Department of

Attorney General, and seated to his right is Chief

Jim Dunlap of the Michigan State University Police
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4

Department.

THE COURT: Thank you. On behalf of

defendant.

MR. NEWBURG: Good morning, Your Honor,

Matthew Newburg on behalf of Larry Nassar. He is

seated in the witness stand with Attorney Molly

Blythe from Shannon Smith's office.

THE COURT: Thank you. Next.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, we have three

additional victim impact statements you will hear

this morning. I believe that will bring us to close

our impact statements before you which will bring us

to a total of 156 victim impact statements.

THE COURT: And because I've counted the

other statements, my number is 166 --

MS. POVILAITIS: Yes.

THE COURT: -- actually, so we'll have three

this morning and then we're finished?

MS. POVILAITIS: Yes.

THE COURT: So my number would be 169.

MS. POVILAITIS: Okay.

THE COURT: And yours is, what?

MS. POVILAITIS: Mine is 156 but I am not

counting multiple speakers from the same survivor or

the doctor or parents who have spoken.
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THE COURT: So does your 156 include these

three?

MS. POVILAITIS: Yes, it does.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MS. POVILAITIS: The first survivor you'll

hear from is Sterling Riethman, and she's coming to

the podium all on her own. I have displayed on the

screen, Your Honor, a photograph of Ms. Riethman at

the age of her abuse.

THE COURT: Thank you very much for being

here.

MS. RIETHMAN: Thank you.

THE COURT: Please state and spell your

name for the record, and we are having some

difficulties so I want you to speak like a

cheerleader, all right?

MS. RIETHMAN: Sure.

THE COURT: I know you can do that. Please

state and spell your name.

MS. RIETHMAN: Sterling Riethman,

S-t-e-r-l-i-n-g, R-i-e-t-h-m-a-n.

THE COURT: What would you like me to know?

MS. RIETHMAN: Your Honor and people of the

court, my name is Sterling Riethman, age 25, victim

and survivor of Larry Nassar.
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As so many have said before, I want to

thank you for allowing each of us to speak to our

experiences this week as we continue in our process

of healing and in our pursuit of truth and justice.

As I'm sure the majority of us can attest

to, this is not something I ever imagined myself

doing nor ever needing to do. But, here we are. All

of our wants and dreams and goals for the future were

overridden by one man's actions with complete

disregard for the damage they caused along the way.

While each of us have our own experience

and history with Larry, our own set of circumstances

that have brought us here today, it is clear that we

all have one thing in common, much like we were when

we went to see him as patients, we are all hurting in

some way or another. We may all be in different

phases of our healing process, some farther along

than others, but we remain united in the fact that

the emotional trauma we have experienced runs far

deeper than any of our physical scars that may have

once brought us through Larry's doors.

In an effort to navigate the uncharted

territories of this process, I quickly discovered

that I find the most healing and comfort through

writing. I've documented each and every step of this
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process through countless pages of writing as I

continue on this difficult journey. The good days,

the bad days, the ever-changing narrative of this

incredibly involved case all documented in pages upon

pages of thoughts and feelings as I sort through the

maze of processing this mess.

So today, Your Honor, instead of choosing

to start with a blank slate and write more for the

court, I've chosen to pick out excerpts from those

pages I've already written.

Originally written for my eyes only, I've

now compiled parts and pieces of my experience as a

victim to give the court a glimpse into my reality as

a survivor of Larry Nassar.

For the longest time, and similar to what a

lot of other survivors said, I struggled to accept

the fact that I am a survivor of sexual assault. As

cliche as it may be, I had grown up watching

countless episodes of Law and Order SVU. I was an

SVU pro. I was binge watching Law and Order before

it was a thing. I was confident I would never be one

of those girls like you see on t.v. I would know how

to protect myself. I would know what to look out

for, and I could avoid sexual assault from being a

part of my story.
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What I failed to realize, though, is that

not all sexual assault is violent. Not all

experiences derive from someone being attacked or

dragged through a dark alley or overpowered through

sheer muscle and force against their will. I never

once considered that I could be deceived,

manipulated, and outsmarted so horrendously that I

would willingly drive myself to the office of my

abuser time and time again. I never once considered

that being sexually abused while I still had

acupuncture needles in my spine would ever be an

option. I never once considered how much danger I

was in when I had originally felt so secure.

Recognizing that I needed to come to terms

with this, with the fact that I was so blind-sided by

his power, his reputation, and the promise to fix my

injuries that I couldn't recognize his actions as

abusive and criminal, was an unimaginable task to

face. To top it all off, while I had met Larry when

I was around ten years old, I was not a minor when he

abused me. I was 20 years old.

Our society tells you at the age of 18

you're supposed to have the world figured out now

that you're a legal adult, and here I was dumb enough

to allow someone to use my body for his own sexual
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pleasure without me even knowing. My confidence was

shattered and my self worth was crushed. I could no

longer trust my own judgment, my decision making

skills, or my ability to differentiate between right

and wrong.

I didn't know which way was up. I didn't

know how to approach the world, and I didn't

recognize the person staring back at me in the

mirror. So, no, I was wrong. All the Law and Order

episodes in the world couldn't have prepared me for

the levels of manipulation involved in this case.

While I still struggle to trust myself and

I still struggle to accept this reality that is mine,

and, unfortunately, so many others, I have also come

to understand that these decisions were his, not

mine. I cannot blame myself for trusting my

physician to do his job, and I cannot hold myself

responsible for his criminal actions. So today I am

trusting and encouraging that this court hold him

accountable for the many scars he has left us with.

When I first came forward to the police and

my lawyers as a victim in this case, I could never

have predicted that I would choose to reveal my

identity to the world just a few short months later.

I didn't understand how or why, but for some
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unexplained reason I knew I had to come forward and

speak my truth. I tend to be an all or nothing type

person. Recognizing that, I realized I could attempt

to find purpose out of this horrible thing that

happened to me or I could let it consume me for

everything I am. I couldn't let this be just

something horrible that happened without purpose or

explanation. I had to find meaning.

Feeling hopeful and terrified I decided to

give up my anonymity in early 2017. I mustered the

courage to tell my story unapologetically and have

continued to do so from that point on. Since doing

so, however, I have found I get the question, how do

you do it, more often than I ever imagined. I don't

tell you this out of pride or because it's something

to be impressed by. Far from it. I tell you this

out of embarrassment and with the wish that people

only knew the real circumstances.

People ask how I stay positive and focused

as our story continues to evolve, but what those

people don't realize is the sheer muscle it takes in

order to face the world with a smile on, to stay

focused on the tasks at hand on any given day, and to

try and hold on to even a shred of the former me that

my friends and family know and love. Those people
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see the fleeting good moments from an otherwise ugly

reality that has been this past year of my life.

They don't see the frustration, the exhaustion, the

sadness, the emotional and physical trauma that

haunts my every day and my every move.

They don't see the days that my husband

finds me crying on the floor of our bedroom. They

don't see me hiding in the bathroom at work begging

myself to pull it together just to make it through

the rest of the day. They don't see the trembling

and shaking that my body has developed as a defense

mechanism when I tell my story that can sometimes go

on for hours at a time.

They aren't the ones responding to text

messages and Facebook messages from the other girls

in this room talking about life at three in the

morning like it's three in the afternoon. They don't

see my Google search history morning, noon, and night

reading every word printed that day that may be even

remotely relevant as I hope for good news with every

day that passes. They don't see the voice that

lingers in the back of my head every time I go to the

gym and my back yells at me in the ever-present pain

that Larry neglected to heal.

They don't see my fear of going to bed not
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just of the insomnia or nightmares that each night

brings but because I have no idea what waking up the

next day will bring. They don't see the dramatic way

this has changed my day-to-day life, the way it has

forever changed the way I see the world, and now how

I see my place in it.

Those people see none of it. They see none

of it because it is not their burden to bear, it is,

unfortunately, ours.

I look back at the beginning of this and

who I was before. I had just gotten married, was

doing well in my career, and was the happiest I had

ever been. I look back at how carefree and light I

felt. How easy life felt and how excited I was about

the future. I look at myself now in the during and

can't help but feel sorry. I feel sorry for those

around me that my spark is gone on any given day and

my personality is not the same as it used to be. I

feel sorry that I'm exhausted all the time and want

nothing to do with making plans or trying new things.

I feel sorry for my co-workers that I'm constantly

distracted and easily frustrated. I feel sorry for

my friends that think they have to walk on egg shells

around me just so they don't say the wrong thing. I

feel sorry for my family who is inundated with news
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articles, constant case updates, and who has to tell

me, no more news tonight, as I immerse myself on the

couch searching for an update and hoping for

progress, and yet through all of this it is the after

that keeps me fighting. It is the promise that there

is an after. The promise that there is a better

tomorrow. It's the promise to little girls

everywhere that I will never stop fighting for you.

It's not in my nature to complain about how

hard this has been. It's not natural for me to admit

that this has been stronger than me at times and that

I'm still regaining my strength with every morning

that the sun rises. I don't want to stand here and

say that this past year will forever have an asterisk

next to it whenever I look back at the chapters of my

story. I don't want to admit to anyone, myself in

particular, that this man has affected me in a way

that has forever changed me. Instead, I want to

stand here and say that I'm going to be fine. That

I'm going to be more than fine. That I'm going to be

great. That I'm going to do amazing things and

create a better future. That I'm going to be happy

and carefree and living the life I want to lead. And

then I pause for a moment and I realize that these

things are a work in progress, and I have to say
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these things in the future tense as opposed to the

present.

I have to now set goals for the future and

to live my own life, to take back what's mine, to

reclaim me. I understand I have to say these things

today as I look towards the future to protect myself

and to protect others, and I do so willingly and with

a sense of purpose like I never knew before, but that

doesn't make it easier to swallow.

Had MSU and USAG taken the reports of

Larry's abuse seriously from any number of the women

who came forward all those years ago, I would never

have walked through his doors. I certainly wouldn't

be standing here today, and hundreds of lives could

have been spared from damage.

It never had to get to this devastating

point. I could be whole. I could be pain-free. I

could be any number of things, but, unfortunately,

that's a chapter from a different book, a story never

to be told. Instead, because of Larry, the very

basics of a normal life are now an uphill battle

staring us in the eye.

We now have to use our voices and

experiences to protect the little girls of tomorrow

from watching their heroes turn into predators, and
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we have to put ourselves back together in the

process.

I look around this room and I am in

complete awe. These women, these warriors give me

life. They lit a fire inside me that I didn't even

know existed, and while I'm incredibly sorry for the

circumstances that brought us together, I am nothing

but grateful for how much they inspire me and fuel me

to continue on in this fight against predators and

their enablers.

Putting names with faces and faces with

stories we are yet again reminded that Larry did not

violate Jane Doe. He did not sexually assault Jane

Doe with acupuncture needles in her spine time and

time again. He violated real little girls and real

women. Well, those little girls and women are here

today, and we've said it before and we'll say it

again, time's up. The truth will come out.

The New York Times, in fact, recently

released an ad speaking to these issues; a simple

white background with black text, he said, she said.

He said, she said. He said, she said, she said, she

said a million times strong. And it goes on to say,

the truth has power. The truth will not be

threatened. The truth has a voice.
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And you know what I love about that ad,

besides the obvious, of course, it's black and white.

It's incredibly simple yet incredibly powerful. And

as complex as this case has become, the reality is

it's really not that complicated at all. It's quite

simple. It's quite black and white. You're either

on the right side of the truth or you're not. There

is no in between here.

We've chosen our side. We've drawn our

line in the sand and we've made it clear that we

choose the right side of the truth forever and ever

amen. We've made it clear that one sexual assault is

one sexual assault too many.

Michigan State, where do you stand? USAG

and the USOC, where do you stand? We know where

Larry stood and look where we are today.

People talk about how you wanted to leave a

legacy, Larry, change the world of sports medicine

and leave your mark on USA Gymnastics. Well, take a

look around. I think it's safe to say you've

succeeded in that endeavor.

Before this experience we were strangers

passing on the street, but now this past week I've

witnessed strangers hugging strangers. I've seen

people comforting each other not because of
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familiarity of face but because of familiarity of

pain. I've seen people going out of their way to

help each other simply because it's the right thing

to do. You've changed the way we interact and the

way we face each obstacle in front of us. You have

successfully created an army of warrior women

dedicated to changing the world. Unfortunately for

you, though, the very thing you created spiraled out

of your control. This army you have created, this

army doesn't have a white flag to waive. We are here

to show you, MSU, USAG, the USOC, the entire world

there is no white flag to waive when it comes to

protecting little girls and their futures. We're 150

women strong and counting, and let me tell you, this

army isn't going anywhere.

People have often asked if I'm angry or

what I need to find peace and closure. I can tell

you this, I am not angry. I am not bitter. I do not

wish you ill will. I don't need anything from you.

I don't need an apology, and I don't need an

explanation. What I need is accountability. What I

need is the promise that no one else will ever have

to endure the vast systemic failures that we endured.

What I need is systemic change at the highest levels

to end the culture of abuse that is sweeping our
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nation.

I believe everything happens for a reason.

We may not know and understand that reason right

away, but I truly believe that one day it will reveal

itself.

As I've sat in the courtroom this week

listening to survivor after survivor come forward and

tell her story, reclaim her strength, I now

understand that my 25 years of existence has prepared

me for this very moment. I look back at my childhood

and I now recognize that so many moments are a piece

to this puzzle. As a young middle schooler I

volunteered with a non-profit dedicated to helping

women and children of domestic and sexual abuse. I

went to boarding school as a freshman in high school

where I learned to confront my fears and navigate

life as an independent adult. In high school I

learned to process tragedy through writing as I dealt

with the loss of a friend to suicide. It was in high

school that I worked to improve as a diver only to

get recruited to diving college which is what

eventually brought me back to Larry. In college I

was a member of the sorority Delta Gamma who's symbol

is the anchor that signifies hope and whose motto is

do good.
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I graduated from a small but mighty liberal

arts college in Ohio. Oddly enough, I graduated with

a degree in communication and psychology. Now, if

you want to talk about using your degree, let's just

talk about these past 14 months. As you can imagine,

pursuing my degree in communication and psychology

meant taking several typical courses, but it also

meant studying crucial life skills in a more uncommon

manner that, unbeknownst to me, would all culminate

into one year of my life. I took courses entitled

ethics, society and the moral self, communicating

kindness, psychology and law, listening, thinking,

being, and perhaps the most interesting, abnormal

psychology.

Through these courses I learned the

difference between hearing and listening. We learned

things like the five moral precepts of Buddhism,

three of which include no stealing, no sexual

misconduct, no lying.

We learned the importance of listening to

learn instead of listening to respond. We got a

crash course in the legal system and how the

psychological state of a defendant comes into play.

We learned fascinating psychology behind

personality disorders, substance abuse disorders,
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sexual disorders, you name it. We looked at case

study after case study identifying disorders,

defining abnormalities, and learning the four Ds of

abnormal psychology; defiance, dysfunction, distress,

and danger.

Little did I know it but I was learning all

about Larry and his sexual deviant ways. I was

learning about how MSU and USAG have chosen to handle

this and enable a culture of abuse within their

institutions. I wrote papers, I crammed for exams, I

dedicated four years of my life preparing to face

this very situation.

I was becoming equipped to handle real

life. I was gathering the knowledge and the skill

set needed to take my education from beyond a

textbook to living my life. My school taught me how

to be an autonomous thinker, a discerning moral

agent, and an active citizen of our democratic

society. And that is how you prepare a student for

the world. That is how you lead by example as an

educational institution. That is how you care for

the youth of America as an organization. You don't

brush your problems under the rug and say that

everything is fine. Everything is not fine.

I don't know about you but everything I'm
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looking at tells me it's time for the leadership at

Michigan State to go back to school. I finished my

time in school as the commencement speaker at my

university's graduation where I wrote a speech

entirely about throwing your plan out the window and

surrendering to the idea that there may just be a

bigger plan at play. When you let go of the rigid

plan and structure you think you're supposed to be

following for your life, you might just end up

exactly where you were meant to be.

I truly believe for some reason or another

that I was meant to be here today. You were meant to

get caught. You were meant to be locked up for the

rest of your life. MSU and USAG's culture of

enabling predators is meant to end.

As for us, we are meant to thrive. We are

meant to be happy. We are meant to put an end to

sexual abuse. And so here we are today doing exactly

that. We will not rest. Here we are retelling the

past, explaining our present, and working towards a

better future. We stand here today amongst all of

you providing brief looks into our long process of

healing and a system that failed us so that little

girls tomorrow won't have to do the same.

Our words today are simply the start. They

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 122 of 704



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT
313 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, MI 48933

22

are merely excerpts we pulled from an otherwise

multi-page story that is being added to every day.

We will continue to write the pages of our story and

the pages of history as we stand in solidarity

against sexual abuse.

Maybe one day we will understand the reason

behind all of this, maybe we won't, but I ask you,

Your Honor, to listen to these brief excerpts and

consider the full draft of this story when

contemplating your sentence for Mr. Larry Nassar. I

ask he receives the maximum sentence for his actions

for reasons you are all too familiar with.

This week you have seen glimpses into the

most vulnerable aspects of our lives, and you're

hearing the abbreviated versions of our otherwise

lengthy stories, but as everyone sitting here behind

me knows, today is simply one more page of our story.

We live the unabridged version every day.

Thank you for your time.

THE COURT: Thank you for those words. I

know and I can see it in you that some things are

hard, to get out of bed, to speak, to work, but you

made it through every day and you've overridden his

story life, let me tell you, and you are better than

any of those t.v. girls. You are real. And the
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thing about you is you talk about fate and having to

be here and go through this for a reason.

Interesting to me that your name is Sterling. You

have a sterling voice of truth. You are a sterling

tower of strength that will not be pulled down.

Judges can't lie so I'm not going to lie to you.

There is already accountability and there's

going to be more. I know that not because of me but

because of all of you and your voice. You're

electrifying. You are great. I know how writing

helps. It's one of the things I do. I also paint.

You might want to try that, but I think that you and

your sister survivors should get together and write

your story so the whole world never forgets

Media will go away, but I bet there's

little girls who want to hear you, your story, not

the t.v. version, and you are such a good author, and

look how strong you are.

MS. RIETHMAN: Thank you.

THE COURT: There are not many people that

can stand up in a court like this with all this

around and do what you just did. You are healing.

You are strong. You're a lightening rod along with

your sister survivors. Keep shining. I see the

shine back. You said, like others, that you -- you
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don't shine like you used to. You are shining now.

MS. RIETHMAN: Thank you.

THE COURT: He is not, and I assure you

he'll be in darkness the rest of his life.

Thank you so much for being here. I hope

you heal. And leave all that junk here. I've said

it before, we have good cleaning people, see how much

they've already cleaned away? You are wonderful.

Keep smiling and do great things in the world. You

are bound and destined to do sterling things in the

world. Thank you.

MS. RIETHMAN: Thank you very much.

THE COURT: I'm sorry, counsel, could you

approach for a moment?

(Side-bar held at 9:55 a.m.)

THE COURT: Next.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next

survivor you'll hear from is one of our charged

victims. She had previously been identified in court

filings and documents as victim E. She has decided

to become publicly identified. I think the day of

the plea, actually, was the day that that began. I'm

incredibly proud of her and she is coming to the

podium with her coach. Your Honor, this is Kaylee

Lorincz.
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THE COURT: Take your time. When you're

ready, please state and spell your name for the

record, and maybe move the microphone just a little

bit down. Thank you. That might be too far down.

We'll see.

MS. LORINCZ: Oops, sorry.

THE COURT: Perfect. That looks good.

We'll see. Please state and spell your name when

you're ready.

MS. LORINCZ: Kaylee, K-a-y-l-e-e, Lorincz,

L-o-r-i-n-c-z.

THE COURT: Thank you for being here. What

would you like me to know?

MS. LORINCZ: Thank you. First I want to

thank Judge Aquilina for allowing me to speak today

and how supportive you've been.

Your Honor, do you mind if I address the

defendant directly throughout my statement?

THE COURT: Please do.

MS. LORINCZ: Thank you. Larry, as I look

at you today I feel nauseous even standing in front

of you, like the feeling as if I'm being assaulted by

you all over again.

You first saw me at 11 years old, and I can

say that I was never so excited to see a doctor
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before. It didn't seem like I was going to see a

doctor at all. It was more like the feeling of going

to see a celebrity to help me get back into the sport

that I loved. Your reputation in the sport of

gymnastics was like no other, and I can vividly

remember the patient room I was in for most of my

appointments. Seeing all of the gymnastics posters

of Olympians and cards from gymnasts on the walls of

the room was just another reason why I thought you

were so great.

But at 13, my third appointment with you in

August 2012, you stole my innocence from me. After

your normal examination you had asked me to change

into an orange striped, baggy pair of shorts which

you had never asked me to do before. Then you walked

back into the room and asked me to lay on my stomach

on the patient table. As you moved closer and closer

to an area so private, so off limits, I began to feel

more uncomfortable, confused and afraid both at the

same time.

All I could do was question in my head why

you were doing this to me in hope that soon it would

be over. 15 to 20 minutes went by when you stopped

and I thought to myself, it's finally over. But you

weren't finished yet. You assaulted me again and
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again. I fought back tears and I felt so dirty.

From that point on my life was forever changed.

Immediately following that appointment I no

longer loved the sport of gymnastics and I didn't

even know why. Then I realized it didn't matter

because you already told me to quit for an injury I

never had, and you knew how much gymnastics meant to

me.

I was depressed, had nightmares, and I

pushed people away, including my own parents. I was

hospitalized twice for severe pain in my left eye

causing me to lose vision and numbness in my left

arm. The doctors first thought that it was optic

neuritis, but neither time could they find a medical

reason for my pain. I felt like they thought I was

making it up. To this day I still suffer from this

condition whenever I'm under extreme stress. I now

understand that that is just another consequence of

your assaults.

You referred me to physical therapy to

somebody who specializes in myofacial release, which

is what you called your treatment. When the physical

therapist performed myofascial release, however, I

was so confused as to why her fingers were never

inside of me. I asked my physical therapist at the
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end of the treatment, that's myofascial release?

That's not what Larry did to me. She looked at me

completely confused, and that's when it really hit me

that something wasn't right.

For years I held on to this information not

sure what to make out of it. It's like when you've

been working on a puzzle and you have this one piece

that just doesn't seem to fit anywhere. You keep

trying to connect it to the other pieces that are

already there, but no matter how hard you try, it

just doesn't fit.

Then in 2016 I was finally able to put the

pieces of the puzzle together and realize that my

worst fear was true. What I hoped was a legitimate

medical procedure was, in fact, a sexual assault.

At the pretrial hearing in May of 2017 I

walked into the courtroom to confront you as my

abuser known as victim E. I felt like the same

scared little 13 year old girl that you assaulted

five years prior. Facing you made me sick to my

stomach, and you sat there with absolutely no

remorse.

When I first started this process I never

wanted my identity to be shared, especially when

testifying in court. As one of the defense attorneys
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began questioning me, she abruptly stopped to ask me

if she looked familiar. When I answered no, she

proceeded to tell me that I coached her daughters at

the gym where I worked at and competed at for all of

my gymnastics career and even included the gym name.

As soon as that information hit the news articles,

anyone who knew me could figure out who victim E was.

How is that fair? I understand that defense

attorneys have a job to do and I respect that, but

it's how you do your job that matters, so thank you

for giving my identity away before I even wanted to.

One of the hardest things that I have done

throughout this process was to stand up in front of

the MSU Board of Trustees pleading with them to do

the right thing. In an effort to get them to

understand the monster that you are, I described in

detail through sobs and tears what you did to me in

that third appointment. What I forgot to share with

them was that prior to the assault you handed me a

pin from the 2012 Olympics to ensure my silence,

telling me how special I was and that I was one of

the people you thought of when you got them. Not

sure if you remember that. I haven't been able to

look at that pin since.

Your actions have kept me awake at night
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crying uncontrollably and wanting to come home from

school; my freshman year of school that I'm supposed

to be enjoying. I'm afraid to go to sleep every

night, afraid that I will have yet another nightmare.

You have taken away my trust in others and for me to

be able to form relationships with anybody.

You took away the trust of my parents which

no child should ever question. None of this was ever

their fault but you led me to believe that because my

parent was sitting in the room just feet away and you

still didn't mind violating that trust that we had in

you. You made every day conversation while you were

assaulting me as well as comments to me which I will

never forget. How does this feel? And, does this

make you feel better, Kaylee? I only said yes

holding back my tears, pain, and disgust in hopes

that you would stop.

So, Larry, I ask you, how are you feeling

right now? The audacity you had in doing this to a

little girl, especially with her parent sitting in

the room, is sickening. I can't even go to the

doctor by myself or sit on a patient table without

replaying my assault over and over in my head, afraid

that another doctor will betray me just like you did.

And still today I question myself whether I
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know what's right and what's wrong, having a hard

time being able to even trust myself.

Ultimately, Larry, you made a critical

mistake. You underestimated the mind, power, and

will of your victims; these amazing, accomplished

athletes. While we were mentally strong enough to

endure your countless hours of abuse, strong enough

to endure the pain of keeping your secret, strong

enough to be pushed down and repressed by MSU, USAG,

and the USOC, we were ultimately strong enough to

take you down. Not one by one but by an army of

survivors. We are Jane Does no more.

I will always love gymnastics but I will

never be able to look at the sport the same because

of you. Now as I look to the future, I plan to

pursue a career in criminal justice. I'm hoping that

by working to put monsters like you away, I might be

able to stop the nightmares and start healing.

There is peace in knowing that you will

never be able to walk the streets again and hurt any

other little girls.

Judge Aquilina, this monster deserves

nothing but the absolute maximum sentence that this

court can impose under this plea agreement.

Larry, if you haven't listened to one thing
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I have said, you need to look at me and listen. I

only hope that when you get a chance to speak, you

tell us who knew what and when they knew it. Did

Dean Strampel know? Did Brooke Lemmen know? How

much did Kathie Klages know? Did Mark Hollis ever

talk to you about your treatments? Did anyone on the

board of trustees know? Did Lou Anna Simon know?

And, lastly, did John Geddert know you were stealing

the innocence of little girls in the back room of his

gym? If you truly want us to heal, you will do this

for us. Thank you.

THE COURT: Those were some big, strong

words, and I hope you're not nauseous anymore,

because you just vomited your words all over him, and

you look like you feel better.

MS. LORINCZ: I do.

THE COURT: Good. Once in a while it works

when you vomit.

You are a really strong sister survivor and

you're strong enough to talk in court. Your voice is

strong. Your passion is there. I can tell you're

healed, and your sister survivors are healing as

well, and your voice of change has been echoed over

and over again, and it's happening, and your voice is

so strong. You're not just taking down this predator
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but other predators and allowing other men and women

to talk about what's happened to them, because there

are so many others who haven't come forward in other

cases, even in this one. We know that. The numbers

tell us that. But you are going to do very, very

well. You have a strong will. You have your power

back. You have your light back, and what do you want

to do in criminal justice?

MS. LORINCZ: I'm undecided about that.

Either in the courtroom or criminal investigator.

THE COURT: Well, either one is great.

Both will bring you into the courtroom.

MS. LORINCZ: Yeah.

THE COURT: And I'm hoping if you practice,

you get to practice in front of me.

MS. LORINCZ: I would love that.

THE COURT: So would I. And maybe I can

swear you into the bar. That would be my honor.

MS. LORINCZ: Thank you.

THE COURT: So you let me know, okay?

MS. LORINCZ: Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you so much for being

here. You are a strong light. Keep shining.

MS. LORINCZ: Thank you so much.

THE COURT: Actually, can I ask you one
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more question?

MS. LORINCZ: Yeah.

THE COURT: And your words were just so

powerful I'm so sorry I forgot to ask. Are you

asking for restitution?

MS. LORINCZ: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Okay. I'm going to order that

for you and for all the victims, survivors now. It's

important, so I need you and your family to gather

the bills.

MS. LORINCZ: Okay.

THE COURT: And keep them coming and the

prosecutor will tell you how to do that, okay?

MS. LORINCZ: Okay.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MS. LORINCZ: Thank you.

THE COURT: Next.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, we are on our

final victim impact statement. I want to tell the

court, when I met this woman about a year ago in my

office in Detroit I knew after meeting her that we

would be here at some point. I didn't expect it

would be a plea. I thought it might be a long,

arduous trial, but after meeting her and listening to

her and meeting her supportive husband, I knew there
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was no doubt that she would carry this case and that

the world would hear her and believe her and that the

truth would be exposed.

I am so honor to let you know that the next

person you will hear from is Rachael Denhollander.

THE COURT: Thank you so much for being

here. Please state and spell your name for the

record.

MS. DENHOLLANDER: Rachael Denhollander,

R-a-c-h-a-e-l, D-e-n-h-o-l-l-a-n-d-e-r.

THE COURT: All right. You're a little

soft spoken. I know you've got a tiger of a voice in

there, so when you're ready, I need you to speak and

speak loudly with that tiger voice, all right?

MS. DENHOLLANDER: That better?

THE COURT: You don't have to lean over.

Just keep your voice up. Just -- that's better.

MS. DENHOLLANDER: I do want to thank you

first, Judge Aquilina, for giving all of us the

chance to reclaim our voices. Our voices were taken

from us for so long, and I am grateful beyond what I

can express that you have given us a chance to

restore them.

There are two major purposes in a criminal

just system, Your Honor; the pursuit of justice and
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the protection of the innocent. Neither of these

purposes can be met if anything less than the maximum

available sentence under the plea agreement is

imposed upon Larry for his crimes. Not because the

federal sentence he will already serve is lacking,

but because the sentence rendered today will send a

message across this country, a message to every

victim and a message to every perpetrator.

I realize you have many factors to consider

when you fashion your sentence, but I submit to you

that the preeminent question in this case as you

reach a decision about how best to satisfy the dual

aims of this court is the same question that I asked

Judge Neff to consider in Larry's federal sentencing:

How much is a little girl worth? How much is a young

woman worth?

Larry is a hardened and determined sexual

predator. I know this firsthand. At age 15 when I

suffered from chronic back pain, Larry sexually

assaulted me repeatedly under the guise of medical

treatment for nearly a year. He did this with my own

mother in the room, carefully and perfectly

obstructing her view so that she would not know what

he was doing. His ability to gain my trust and the

trust of my parents, his grooming and carefully
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calculated, brazen sexual assault was the result of

deliberate, premeditated, intentional, and methodical

patterns of abuse, patterns that were rehearsed long

before I walked through Larry's exam room door and

was continued to be perpetrated, I believe, on a

daily basis for 16 more years until I filed a police

report.

Larry's the most dangerous type of abuser,

one who is capable of manipulating his victim through

coldly-calculated grooming methodologies, presenting

the most wholesome and caring external persona as a

deliberate means to ensure a steady stream of young

children to assault.

And while Larry is unlikely to live past

his federal sentence, he is not the only predator out

there, and this sentence will send a message about

how seriously abuse will be taken, so I ask, how much

is a little girl worth? How much priority should be

placed on communicating that the fullest weight of

the law will be used to protect another innocent

child from the soul shattering devastation that

sexual assault brings.

I submit to you that these children are

worth everything, worth every protection the law can

offer, worth the maximum sentence.
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The second aim of this court and our

criminal justice system is to pursue justice for the

victims that have already been harmed, and this aim,

too, can only be realized by imposing the maximum

sentence under the plea agreement. And in reaching

this decision, too, we also must answer the question,

how much is a little girl worth? How much were these

young women worth?

This time, however, the little girls in

question are not potential victims, they are real

women and children, real women and little girls who

have names and faces and souls, real women and

children whose abuse and suffering was enjoyed for

sexual fulfillment by the defendant.

I believe some times, Your Honor, that when

we are embroiled in a legal dispute, the words of our

legal system, designed to categorize and classify and

instruct, can inadvertently sterilize the harsh

realities of what was taken place. They can serve as

a shield against the horror of what we're really

discussing, and this must not ever happen, because

the truth about what Larry has done must be realized

to its fullest depth if justice is ever to be served.

And so for a moment, Your Honor, I, like

every woman who has come before you, want to take a
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moment to drop that shield. Larry meticulously

groomed me for the purpose of exploiting me for his

sexual gain. He penetrated me. He groped me. He

fondled me, and then he whispered questions about how

it felt. He engaged in degrading and humiliating sex

acts without my consent or permission. And Larry

enjoyed it. Larry sought out and took pleasure in

little girls and women being sexually injured and

violated because he liked it, and as I and so many

other women and little girls were being violated,

Larry found sexual satisfaction in our suffering. As

we were being sexually violated even as very young

children, as young as six years old, Larry was

sexually aroused by our humiliation and our pain. He

asked us how it felt because he wanted to know.

What was done to myself and these other

women and little girls and the fact that our sexual

violation was enjoyed by Larry matters. It demands

justice, and the sentence you impose today will send

a message about how much these precious women and

children are worth.

You have seen our pictures, Your Honor,

moments in time captured when they were young and

vulnerable and violated. I think of the young girl

that I was and the little girls and young women all
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of these survivors were every day. I feel like I see

them in the faces of my two precious daughters. When

I watch my daughters' eyes light up as they dance to

the Nut Cracker I remember the little girl that I and

all of these women used to be. The sparkle their

eyes must have had as mine did before their innocence

was taken. I watch my daughters love and trust

unreservedly and I remember the long road that it has

been to let myself love and be loved without fear of

having my trust used against me like a weapon. I

think of the scars that still remain for all of us.

One of the worst parts of this entire

process was knowing, as I began to realize what had

happened to me, was how many other little girls have

been left destroyed too. I was barely 15 when Larry

began to abuse me, and as I lay on the table each

time and tried to reconcile what was happening with

the man Larry was held out to be, there was three

things I was very sure of. First, it was clear to me

this was something Larry did regularly. Second,

because this was something Larry did regularly it was

impossible that at least some women and girls had not

described what was going on to officials at MSU and

USAG. I was confident of this. And, third, I was

confident that because people at MSU and USAG had to
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be aware of what Larry was doing and had not stopped

him, there could surely be no question about the

legitimacy of his treatment. This must be medical

treatment. The problem must be me.

And because I had friends who were physical

therapists who actually practiced legitimate internal

pelvic floor techniques, I also knew at 15 that to

practice this you must have specialized training and

certification. Surely anyone who had heard that

Larry was penetrating little girls would have

demanded to know where he got his training, and if

there was any question, he would have never been

allowed near me. And so I lay still.

And on the first two points I was right, it

was something he did often and others had described

Larry's treatment before. In fact, though I didn't

know it at the time, four girls and women had

described in detail to three different athletic

departments at MSU what he was doing and his

penetration and their belief that they had been

sexually assaulted. It was reported to Kathie

Klages, MSU head gymnastic coach, to a track coach,

and to multiple athletic trainers and supervisors

years before I walked into Larry's door.

But I was wrong in my third belief. I was
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wrong that surely if someone had been made aware of

what Larry was doing they would report it and ensure

it was legitimate before ever allowing him near

another child. I did not know when I was 15 that in

1997, three years before I walked into Larry's exam

room, that MSU's head gymnastics coach, Kathie

Klages, had waived a report form in front of Larissa

Boyce, after being told by two separate gymnasts of

what Larry was doing, and told Larissa there would be

consequences for her if she reported.

I did not know that Tiffany Thomas Lopez

had reported the penetration and sexual assault to

athletic trainer Destiny Teachner-Hauk and to other

athletic trainers and supervisors two years before I

walked into Larry's door.

I did not know that Christie Achanbach had

reported the penetration and sexual assault to her

track coach and her athletic trainers and had also

been silenced a full year before I walked into

Larry's door.

I did not know that Jennifer Bedford had

also reported to Destiny Teachner-Hauk and asked if

she could file a report that Larry's treatment made

her feel uncomfortable and that she had also been

silenced.
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At 15 I believed that the adults at MSU

surrounding Larry would do the right thing if they

were aware of what Larry was doing, and I was

terribly wrong. And discovering that I could not

only trust my abuser but I could not trust the people

surrounding him has been devastating. It is part of

the consequences of sexual assault, and it needs to

be taken seriously.

I did not know that at the same time Larry

was penetrating me, USAG was systematically burying

reports of sexual assault against member coaches in a

file cabinet instead of reporting them, creating a

culture where predators like Larry and so many others

in the organization up to the highest level coaches

were able to sexually abuse children, including our

Olympians, without any fear of being caught.

I did not know that, contrary to my belief,

the elite gymnasts, whose pictures were plastered on

Larry's wall, were far from protected. That USAG,

rather than supervising Larry, was allowing him to

treat these girls in their own beds without even

having a medical license in Texas.

I did not know any of these things. And so

as Larry was abusing me each time, I assured myself

it must be fine because I thought I could trust the
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adults around me.

My misplaced trust in my physician and my

misplaced trust in the adults around me were wielded

like a weapon, and it cost me dearly, and it follows

me everywhere.

And I would like to take a moment now to

address both organizations whose failures led to my

sexual assault because it was part of the

consequences that I now carry.

THE COURT: You may.

MS. DENHOLLANDER: Thank you. MSU, we have

been telling our stories for more than 18 months and

you have yet to answer a single question I have

asked. Every time I repeat these facts about the

number of women who reported to employees at MSU and

were silenced, you respond the exact same way. You

issue a press statement saying there was no cover up

because no one who heard the reports of assault

believed that Larry was committing abuse. You play

word games saying you didn't know because no one

believed it was sexual abuse. MSU, I know that. And

the reason everyone who heard about Larry's abuse did

not believe it was abuse is because they did not

listen. They did not listen in 1997 or 1998 or 1999

or 2000 or 2004 or 2014. No one knew, according to
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your definition of know, because no one handled the

reports of abuse properly. Victims were silenced,

intimidated, repeatedly told it was medical

treatment, and even forced to go back for continued

sexual assaults.

You have stated in a motion to dismiss our

civil suit, that ironically is being heard right now

in court as I am speaking, that the reports that were

given in 1997, '98, '99, and 2000 to track coaches,

head gymnastic coaches, and athletic trainers, and

supervisors don't, quote, count as notice because

these teenagers didn't report it to the right

official. The 14 year old didn't go to the right

person. You have stated that no reports of sexual

assault count as notice unless it is reported to a

person who's capable of firing the alleged

perpetrator. This entirely contradicts the letter

that President Simon sent all 11,000 MSU employees in

2012 reminding them that MSU's policy requires them

to report any suspected child abuse and any

allegations of sexual assault against someone at MSU.

So MSU, which is it? Do your employees have a duty

to protect children, or not?

It has been 18 months and I am still asking

the same questions, hoping that the little girls that
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come after me will have adults that they can trust,

and I have been getting the same answer for a year.

And so I am asking pointblank again, when Kathie

Klages humiliated Larissa Boyce and the second

gymnast, greatly compounding the trauma of sexual

assault, and waived the report form in front of her

telling her there would be consequences if she

reported, is this the right way or the wrong way to

handle sexual assault allegations on MSU's campus?

When Tiffany Lopez reported her abuse to

athletic trainers and supervisors and the trainer

used the emotional pain Tiffany was in after her

father's death to convince her it would be too

exhausting and painful to bother filing a report, was

it the right way or the wrong way to handle a report

of sexual assault on MSU's campus?

When Christi Achanbach reported the sexual

assault to her track coach and athletic trainers and

was also silenced, was it the right way or the wrong

to handle a report of sexual assault on MSU's campus?

When Kyle Stephens' parents reported

Larry's sexual abuse of their daughter to an MSU

psychiatrist and he brought Larry in to talk to her

parents instead of reporting as he was mandated to do

by law, was it the right way or the wrong way to
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handle a report of sexual assault on MSU's campus?

When Amanda Thomashow reported to the Title

IX office and Larry was allowed to hand pick the four

colleagues to be interviewed to determine whether his

treatment was legitimate, was that the right way or

the wrong way to investigate a claim of sexual

assault on MSU's campus?

And after all this, when I came forward in

2016 I brought an entire file of evidence with me, I

made a police report and a Title IX report, and I

brought with me to those reports my medical records

showing that Larry had never charted penetrative

techniques. I brought medical records from a nurse

practitioner documenting my graphic disclosure of the

abuse in 2004. I had my journals showing the mental

anguish I had been in, a catalog of national and

international medical journal articles showing what

real pelvic floor treatment looked like. I brought a

letter from a neighboring district attorney vouching

for my character and truthfulness and urging

detectives to take my case seriously. I brought a

cover letter going point by point through Michigan

law and case law explaining how every element of

first degree criminal sexual assault was met and

could be proven. I brought a witness I had disclosed
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to in 2004. I brought evidence of two more women

unconnected to me who were also claiming sexual

assault, and I had the names of three pelvic floor

experts willing to speak on my behalf, and the MSUPD

handled it beautifully, but MSU officials were a

different story, because their response from Dean

William Strampel was to send an e-mail to Larry that

day and told him, quote, good luck, I am on your

side.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Oh, nice.

MS. DENHOLLANDER: And when my video

testimony to the IndyStar came out graphically

describing the abuse that Larry perpetrated,

disclosing horrific details to the world that no one

was ever supposed to know, that I had never told

anyone, even my own husband, until that point, Dean

Strampel forwarded that video testimony to the MSU

provost and he mocked it. He called it the cherry on

the cake of his day. President Simon and board of

trustees, is this the right way to handle disclosures

of abuse on MSU's campus?

When Brooke Lemmen, one of the doctors

Larry was allowed to hand pick to clear himself in

2014, was interviewed for my investigation she said I

hadn't really been penetrated. I only thought I had
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because, quote, when I am a 15 year old girl I think

everything between my legs is my vagina.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Oh, my gosh.

MS. DENHOLLANDER: I only thought Larry had

put his fingers in me for up to 40 minutes at a time

for a full year. I was just confused. Sounds eerily

familiar to what Amanda Thomashow was told in 2014

that she, quote, didn't understand the nuanced

differences between sexual assault and the medical

exam. It sounds eerily familiar to what every single

woman was told all the way back to 1997; we were all

wrong. We were all just confused. Board of

trustees, is this the right way to handle disclosures

of sexual assault on MSU's campus?

And if that were not bad enough, when I

finally joined the civil suit five months later after

waiting for almost half a year for MSU to do the

right thing, the vice-president of the board of

trustees, Joel Ferguson, went on television and gave

a press interview wherein he claimed those of us who

had filed civil suits were ambulance chasers who were

looking for a pay day.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Oh, my God.

MS. DENHOLLANDER: In fact, at least one

other high ranking MSU official has specifically
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called me out by name and said I'm in it for the

money. This has never been contradicted, retracted,

or refuted.

MSU, you need to realize that you are

greatly compounding the damage done to these abuse

victims by the way you are responding. This, what it

took to get here, what we had to go through for our

voices to be heard because of the responses of the

adults in authority, has greatly compounded the

damage we suffer. And it matters.

We have waited 18 months to be told, no,

this is not how we handle this on MSU's campus, but,

instead, everyone has doubled down on the claim that

nothing was done wrong and the only conclusion that

can be reached is that no one really sees anything

wrong with any of this, and that is terrifying, and

it leaves me terrified for the little girls of the

future who we are here to protect

And because of this willful ignorance,

victim silencing, and mishandling of sexual assault

reports against Larry in '97, '98, and '99, I walked

through Larry's door into 2000 and never walked out

the same.

Not long after I stopped seeing Larry I

transitioned from athlete to coach and every day that
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I nurtured those baby gymnasts I wondered if any of

them would find their way into his exam room. When

one of my little girls was finally referred to him, I

took a chance and I spoke up, and I was kindly

cautioned for my own sake to remain silent. My

little baby gymnast was sent to Larry before I even

knew a decision had been made to do so. Her family

moved away almost immediately thereafter and I wept

for that little girl and I prayed to God that she was

under the age range that Larry preferred. She was

seven. But when I filed my police report, Kyle

Stephens came forward and she was only six, a year

younger than my little girl, and I cried in my

kitchen, and I don't know yet if that little girl

walked out the same as she walked in.

I transitioned from coaching to working in

public policy and I fought fear every time I had to

commute or work in close quarters with my male

colleagues. I dreaded working on current events or

legislation that involved sexual assault because I

knew the memories that would come with it. I still

watched gymnastics but I looked away whenever the

camera panned to the sidelines in case Larry would be

there. I wondered almost daily if there was any

chance that my voice would ever be heard.
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I began law school when I was 19 and I

wrapped up in blankets every time I studied torts or

crimes related to sexual assault, and I hoped my face

wouldn't betray me in classroom discussions, and I

researched the internal pelvic floor procedures to

find out what happened to me, and I watched for any

sign that I would ever be believed.

I met my future husband and I told him what

I never wanted to tell anyone and I wondered if he

would walk away. And he didn't. But I couldn't even

hold his hand or look up at him because closeness

wasn't safe and trust wasn't safe.

We got married and my 25th birthday came

and went, and I sat up for nights before, believing

my ability to file a police report would end on that

birthday. I didn't know the statute of limitations

had been lifted. I woke up the morning I turned 25

and instead of being in blissful joy of a milestone,

I felt only hopelessness and grief because I thought

my chance to stop this man was over. I thought daily

about all the little women and girls walking into his

office, and I wondered if it would ever, ever end.

I became a mother three times over and the

fear that hung over each birth knowing I would be

vulnerable in a medical setting cast a horrific
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shadow over what should have been an occasion of pure

joy. And I watched for a chance to be believed and I

waited.

I held my first born and then my two

daughters, and each time I did -- Larry, remember the

day you brought ******** into your office so that I

could hold her? You knew how much I loved children

and you used your own daughter to manipulate me.

Every time I held my baby I prayed to God you would

leave your abuse in the exam room and not take it

home to the little girl born with black hair just

like her daddy.

And then the IndyStar story came out about

the rampant coverup of sexual abuse at USAG, and I

knew this was a chance, and I wrote them immediately,

but because of what Larry did, the cost of making it

has been incredibly high, and the effects of Larry's

abuse has been redoubled in the effort it took to

stop him. Choosing to live those moments over and

over daily, releasing every shred of privacy I had,

living with the reality that I not only didn't get to

choose what you did but now I didn't get to choose

who knew about it. Even my status as a sexual

assault victim has impacted -- or did impact my

ability to advocate for sexual assault victims,
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because once it became known that I, too, had

experienced sexual assault people close to me used it

as an excuse to brush off my concerns when I

advocated for others who had been abused saying I was

just obsessed because of what I had gone through,

that I was imposing my own experience upon other

institutions who had massive failures and much worse.

My advocacy for sexual assault victims, something I

cherish, cost me my church and our closest friends

three weeks before I filed my police report. I was

left alone and isolated. And far worse, it was

impacted because when I came out, my sexual assault

was wielded like a weapon against me, often by those

who should have been the first to support and help,

and I couldn't even do what I loved best, which was

to reach out to others.

I was subjected to lies and attacks on my

character, including very publicly by Attorney

Shannon Smith when I testified under oath. I was

being attacked for wanting fame and attention, for

making up a story to try to get money. And, Your

Honor, since these attacks were made on my character

very publicly on public record, I would like to take

an opportunity briefly now to correct them.

THE COURT: You may proceed.
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MS. DENHOLLANDER: Thank you. Out of the

two women questioned that day, Ms. Smith and I, who

were attempting to communicate through either

questions or answers, I would like to note that only

one of us was taking pictures of the courtroom on her

cellphone. Only one of us posed for the press and

said, quote, I feel like I should say cheese. And

out of the two of us, only one of us was making money

off her court appearance that day. I don't feel the

need to say anything else. I can --

MS. BLYTHE: Your Honor, I'm sorry. Again,

I have to object with the commentary.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Sit down.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Sit down.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Oh, no.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Sit down.

MS. BLYTHE: I'm sorry.

THE COURT: First of all, we need everybody

to calm down.

Counsel, I heard you. She's not going to

say anything else. This is her time to speak. You

are going to get an opportunity and you can counter

what you need to. We're going to sit down and you

may proceed, ma'am.

MS. DENHOLLANDER: Thank you. The cost,
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emotional and physical, to see this through has been

greater than many will ever know.

And, Larry, I don't need to tell you what

the cost of your abuse has been to me because you got

to read my journals, every one of them, because those

had to go into evidence to make this happen.

But I want you to understand why I made

this choice knowing full well what it was going to

cost to get here and with very little hope of

succeeding. I did it because it was right. No

matter the cost, it was right. And the farthest I

can run from what you have become is to daily choose

what is right instead of what I want.

You have become a man ruled by selfish and

perverted desires, a man defined by his daily choices

over and over again to feed that selfishness and

perversion. You chose to pursue your wickedness no

matter what it cost others. And the opposite of what

you have done is for me to choose to love

sacrificially no matter what it costs me.

In our early hearings you brought your

bible into the courtroom and you have spoken of

prayed for forgiveness, and so it is on that basis

that I appeal to you. If you have read the bible you

carry, you know that the definition of sacrificial
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love portrayed in it is of God himself loving so

sacrificially that he gave up everything to pay a

penalty for the sin he did not commit. By his grace

I, too, choose to love this way.

You spoke of praying for forgiveness but,

Larry, if you have read the bible you carry you know

forgiveness does not come from doing good things, as

if good deeds can erase what you have done. It comes

from repentance which requires facing and

acknowledging the truth about what you have done in

all of its utter depravity and horror. Without

mitigation. Without excuse. Without acting as if

good deeds can erase what you have seen in this

courtroom today.

The bible you carry says it is better for a

millstone to be tied around your neck and you thrown

into the lake than for you to make even one child

stumble, and you have damaged hundreds.

The bible you carry speaks of a final

judgment where all of God's wrath, in all its eternal

terror, is poured out on men like you. Should you

ever reach the point of truly facing what you have

done, the guilt will be crushing. And that is what

makes the gospel of Christ so sweet, because it

extends grace and hope and mercy where none should be
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found. And it will be there for you.

I pray you experience the soul crushing

weight of guilt so that you may some day experience

true repentance and true forgiveness from God, which

you need far more than forgiveness from me, though I

extend that to you as well.

Throughout this process I have clung to a

quote by CS Lewis where he says, My argument against

God was that the universe seemed so cruel and unjust,

but how had I got this idea of unjust and just? A

man does not call a line crooked unless he has some

idea of straight. What was I comparing the universe

to when I called it unjust?

Larry, I can call what you did evil and

wicked because it was, and I know it was evil and

wicked because the straight line exists. The

straight line is not measured based on your

perception or anyone else's perception, and this

means I can speak the truth about my abuse without

minimization or mitigation, and I can call it evil

because I know what goodness is. And this is why I

pity you, because when a person loses the ability to

define good and evil, when they cannot define evil,

they can no longer define and enjoy what is truly

good. When a person can harm another human being,
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especially a child, without true guilt, they have

lost the ability to truly love.

Larry, you have shut yourself off from

every truly beautiful and good thing in this world

that could have and should have brought you joy and

fulfillment, and I pity you for it. You could have

had everything you pretended to be. Every woman who

stood up here truly loved you as an innocent child.

Real, genuine love for you. And it did not satisfy.

I have experienced the soul satisfying joy

of a marriage built on sacrificial love and safety

and tenderness and care. I have experienced true

intimacy in its deepest joys, and it is beautiful and

sacred and glorious, and that is a joy you have cut

yourself off from ever experiencing, and I pity you

for it.

I have been there for young gymnasts and

helped them transform from awkward little girls to

graceful, beautiful, confident athletes and taken joy

in their success because I wanted what was best for

them, and this is a joy you have cut yourself off

from forever because your desire to help was nothing

more than a facade for your desire to harm.

I have lived the deep satisfaction of

wrapping my small children up in my arms and making
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them feel safe and secure because I was safe and this

is a rich joy beyond what I can express, and you have

cut yourself off from it because you were not safe,

and I pity you for that.

In losing the ability to call evil what it

is without mitigation, without minimization you have

lost the ability to define and enjoy love and

goodness. You have fashioned for yourself a prison

that is far, far worse than any I could ever put you

in, and I pity you for that.

And this is also why, in many ways, Your

Honor, the worst part of this process was each name,

each number who came forward to the police. With

each Jane Doe I saw my little girls and the little

girls that were, the little girls who walked into

Larry's office that I could not save because no one

wanted to listen. And while that is not my guilt, it

is pain I still carry and pain I share with them. I

cried for them, and with every tear that fell I

wondered who was going to find these little girls?

Who was going to tell them how much they are worth?

How valuable they are? How deserving of justice and

protection? Who is going to tell these little girls

that what was done to them matters? That they are

seen and valued? That they are not alone and they
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are not unprotected? And I could not do that.

But we are here now and today and that

message can be sent. With the sentence you hand down

you can communicate to all these little girls, and to

every predator, to every little girl or young woman

who is watching how much a little girl is worth. And

I am asking that when we leave this courtroom we

leave knowing that when Larry was sexually aroused

and gratified by our violation, when he enjoyed our

suffering, when he took pleasure in our abuse, that

it was evil and wrong.

I ask you to hand down a sentence that

tells us what was done to us matters. That we are

known. We are worth everything, worth the greatest

protection the law can offer, the greatest measure of

justice available.

And to everyone who is watching, I ask that

same question, how much is a little girl worth?

Larry said in court that he hoped education

and learning would happen from this tragedy, and I

share that hope, and this is what we need to learn.

Look around the courtroom. Remember what you have

witnessed these past seven days. This is what it

looks like when someone chooses to put their selfish

desires above the safety and love for those around
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them. And let it be a warning to us all and moving

forward as a society, this is what it looks like when

the adults in authority do not respond properly to

disclosures of sexual assault. This is what it looks

like when institutions create a culture where a

predator can flourish unafraid and unabated, and this

is what it looks like when people in authority refuse

to listen, put friendships in front of the truth,

fail to create or enforce proper policy, and fail to

hold enablers accountable. This is what it looks

like. It looks like a courtroom full of survivors

who carry deep wounds. Women and girls who have

banded together to fight for themselves because no

one else would do it. Women and girls who carry

scars that will never fully heal but who have made

the choice to place the guilt and shame on the only

person to whom it belongs, the abuser.

But may the horror expressed in this

courtroom over the last seven days be motivation for

anyone and everyone, no matter the context, to take

responsibility if they have erred in protecting a

child, to understand the incredible failures that

lead to this week, and to do it better the next time.

Judge Aquilina, I plead with you as you

deliberate the sentence to give Larry, send a message
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that these victims are worth everything. In order to

meet both the goals of this court, I plead with you

to impose the maximum sentence under the plea

agreement, because everything is what these survivors

are worth. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you. Are you asking for

restitution?

MS. DENHOLLANDER: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: I'm going to leave it open

anyway. You might find that if it's available, if

you don't need the money, you have another pocket to

fill, someone else, a sister survivor might be able

to use it, I don't know, but it is your money and it

is your right, so I will leave it open. You don't

have to use it.

I want you to know that your words are the

right words. You didn't just build a file, you built

an army of survivors, and you are a five star

general.

Your demands for accountability and change

are happening. Your words, your army tells the world

that these girls, all of you and all of the others

who you've mentioned, who I've mentioned, who I think

every survivor has mentioned, a concern for all of

those other ones who haven't been able to speak out
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or who will in the future be abused, that they are

worth something, that they have a voice. You are a

shining example.

Your words have grace and great hope for a

better future in the world for all women, for all

children, for all survivors, and this is, as you

know, sadly not just limited to women or children,

female, also male. You're in control now. And I

think you also know that sexual assault is about

control. I don't even know if he knew what he was

enjoying because it was about controlling all of you,

and none of you are being controlled anymore. You

found your voice and you found a world of support.

He will lose his voice, his freedom, his ability to

move.

How much is a little girl worth? It's sad

that if I answered that question I would have to

violate the law, and I won't.

MS. DENHOLLANDER: I appreciate that.

THE COURT: I think you all in the Me Too

movement need to put lines above that. I have a

name. I have a voice. I matter. And why? Because

all of you have come forward as sister survivors.

But why more than that? Because you started the

title wave. You made all of this happen. You made
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all of these voices matter, your sister survivors,

and I thank you. You are the bravest person I have

ever had in my courtroom.

MS. DENHOLLANDER: Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

The next part of this process -- I think I

counted 168 voices that I heard from. I know your

number is a little bit less. What's your number?

MS. POVILAITIS: I have 156 survivors that

you have heard from.

THE COURT: Okay. And does it now conclude

everyone?

MS. POVILAITIS: This concludes, yes, live

and read on behalf of victim impact statements, yes.

THE COURT: Okay. How we will proceed next

is we have to make a correction on the number of jail

days in the pre-sentence investigation report, the

people have their opportunity to speak, then defense

counsel, and then defendant if he chooses, and then I

will speak and sentence.

Before all of that happens we're going to

take 15 minutes, unless you'd like to speak now, but

I think it's better after the break.

MS. POVILAITIS: I would like the break,

thank you.
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THE COURT: I thought so. Thank you.

(Recess taken at 10:52 a.m.)

THE COURT: At this time -- we're back on

the record. At this time, counsel, we need to update

the pre-sentence investigation report. I spoke with

you in chambers and I made the following changes. I

don't think there's an objection to it, but on the

cover page of the pre-sentence investigation report,

I changed counts one, two, five, eight, 10, and 18 to

369 days credit and count 24 to 370 days credit. Is

that correct?

MS. POVILAITIS: That is correct.

THE COURT: I've also changed that on the

second page, and I've also changed those days in the

basic information sheet. I don't know -- you know

what, I didn't look at the evaluation and plan, but

if it's in there, I will change that as well. Yes,

it is. So in the recommendation on page three, I'm

changing the 361 to 369, under 362 days to 370. Are

there any other corrections, additions, deletions at

this time?

MS. POVILAITIS: Not on behalf of the

people.

MR. NEWBURG: None on behalf of defense

counsel, Your Honor, but I do have a little
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housekeeping matter. The last individual -- do I

need to come up there?

THE COURT: Probably, yeah.

MR. NEWBURG: The last individual spoke

referenced my client's daughter by my name. I'm just

going to ask that the court seal that page of the

transcript. I spoke with the Attorney General's

office about that, and I don't think that they have a

problem with that.

MS. POVILAITIS: We have no objection.

THE COURT: Okay. Again, as to any of

these little blips we've had, not a surprise over so

many pages of testimony and seven days, I don't think

there's a rule to strike it officially from it, the

transcript, but we will seal that page, that word --

maybe we can talk to Ms. Hamlin about putting that

name or the full name in the other situations or that

single name on one single sheet so nothing else is

lost from the transcript. I don't know. There might

be ways to get around the rules. We'll figure that

out so we maintain the structure of the transcript

without violating any rules and protect those who

need to. Is that acceptable?

MR. NEWBURG: Yes, Your Honor, thank you.

MS. POVILAITIS: Yes, thank you.
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THE COURT: Okay. At this time, then, on

behalf of the people, what would you like me to know?

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, before I

begin, I do want to put on the record that obviously

you heard from 156 victims or we have read their

statement. You have been presented in the four inch

binder in front of you with at least, I believe by

our count, about two dozen additional victim impact

statements from survivors who wish to submit those

directly to the court. I know you reviewed those,

and I wanted to place that on the record as well.

THE COURT: Thank you. I do have them. My

law clerk has diligently placed them in this binder.

They're in some kind of order, and I also will be

adding to that to my vertical, my own notes of what I

highlighted, and, of course, Ms. Hamlin has the

record.

MS. POVILAITIS: Thank you. Your Honor, on

behalf of the Michigan Department of Attorney

General, the investigation and prosecution team, I do

have some things I would like to say.

THE COURT: You may proceed.

MS. POVILAITIS: Thank you. The breadth

and ripple of this defendant's abuse and destruction

is nearly infinite. It centers in the Lansing and
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Michigan State University communities, it spans the

state of Michigan, and reaches club and elite

training gyms, collegiate athletes, and even the

United States and international Olympic communities,

and it's not even limited to gymnastics as athletes

from over a dozen different sports have reported

abuse.

His practiced and perfected abuse spanned

over 25 years and included countless victims,

beginning before he was even a doctor, one who

traveled the world seeking gold.

But we know his access to children and

young women and his abuse did not end until an

investigative news report and one brave woman came

public to stop him.

The basic facts of his assaults have been

recounted by the charged victims in this case as well

as numerous victims who gave their impact statements.

The facts that the defendant admitted to Your Honor

under oath, that he penetrated these young girls'

vaginas and anuses with his bare hands, not for any

medical purpose but for his own sexual pleasure. He

had erections as he performed these so-called

treatments. He asked 11 year olds to tell them --

tell him if they were on their periods so he could be
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sure that they were ripe for his abuse. Children

that were pre-pubescent often unaware of their

bodies. Children whose parents sat feet away. Mere

children.

But the assaults he perpetrated on these

trusting young girls was not limited to the hours and

hours and hours of sexual penetration. The defendant

is a twisted, beloved, renowned doctor who used his

prestige to gain trust of these girls, to exploit

them, leaving many of them emotionally shattered,

used by a man that they not only trusted but also

loved.

He supposedly practiced osteopathic

manipulative medicine, but in truth, he was simply a

master manipulator. He manipulated victims and

parents. He manipulated his community through the

press and social media early in this case. He tried

to manipulate the police department in his

interviews. He tried to manipulate prior

investigators. He even tried to manipulate Your

Honor and this court through his pathetic letter, all

while knowing the truth, that he did the things he

was accused of doing.

And in competitive gymnastics he found the

perfect place for this master manipulation. In
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gymnastics, young girls do what they're told. They

hide their pain. They hide their injuries. These

young girls bared all of it. Their bodies were

constantly on display and under scrutiny. It takes

some kind of sick perversion to not only assault a

child but to do so with her parent in the room, to do

so while a lineup of eager young gymnasts waited at

Twistars to see the gymnastics God, Larry Nassar.

It's a sick perversion when a defendant's

close family friends were upstairs in his own home

while he abused young Kyle Stephens, just six years

old when it began. His own wife and children sat

upstairs for years while he gave his basement

treatments.

To unnecessarily and without warning

penetrate an unsuspecting minor for your own selfish

sexual gains while her parent sat just feet away

unknowing had to be part of the rush or the thrill

for this defendant. The thrill that he might just

get caught. But he was a master. He had developed a

built-in defense. No coach should be in a shower

with a boy, no priest has an excuse for any type of

sexual touching, but Nassar perfected a built-in

excuse and defense; he was a doctor and a good one,

so the world thought.
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And this makes up the other half of his

scheme, the trust he could garner from being not only

a doctor, a respected professional, but an Olympic

doctor, one who treated these young girls, these

young victims' heroes. He adorned his office with

pictures of Olympians he treated, with the far off

places he supposed -- his supposed expertise took

him. He brought back tokens for his precious

victims, regalia from competitions around the world,

and in doing so, he made each of his victims feel

special. As Kassie Powell said, the defendant hid

behind Olympic rings and Spartan green and white.

For many of these girls Nassar was not just

a doctor but a confidant, a role model, sometimes the

only affirming male influence in their lives. The

level of Nassar's predation reaches even higher

because he often knew the victims' parents, some of

whom were fellow doctors, others who willingly sent

patients to him. He even knew some of the parents

were police officers. He was so well-practiced in

his abuse and continually empowering himself that he

believed he'd get away with it despite any parent's

profession. He believed he was untouchable.

This defendant not only robbed these

children of their innocence, he robbed many of them
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of their good health. He performed no healing, only

hurt with so many heartbreaking stories of

unnecessary treatments, misdiagnosis, inaccurate

medical treatment which we know has resulted in

lasting, permanent damage. Many of these survivors

wonder whether their now lifelong injuries could have

been treated had he not wanted the continued access

to their young bodies. He wasn't a world-renowned

doctor. As one of our experts so eloquently put it

in preparing this case for trial, he was performing

hocus pocus medicine.

Over the last 16 months as I have prepared

this case and lived this case and thrown my heart and

soul into this case I have often wondered did he

really think he was going to get away with this?

Abusing so many for so many years over two decades,

so many sports, no patient, no child was safe, and

yet he also abused some of our most prominent

national heroes. Maybe he did think he could beat

the odds. And you know what? For years he did.

What that did, that beating of the odds, to

Kyle Stephens, to Jessica Thomashow, to Madeleine

Jones, to Kaylee Lorincz, to Bailey Lorencen, to

victims D and G and I, to Rachael Denhollander.

History gave him guidance for the future. Every
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previous time there had been an allegation, nothing

happened. His lies worked. This court heard from

several women, some decades later, who were initially

determined to be confused or to be liars. He was

believed over these children. Larissa Boyce, Tiffany

Thomas, Brianne Randall, Amanda Thomashow and four,

14, and 20 years have passed since those brave women

told someone.

You saw and heard firsthand, to know your

truth, to be called a liar by not only your abuser

but to also not be believed by other trusting adults,

what does that do to a person? Adults who were

supposed to protect you and could have made it stop

and could have prevented others from the same fate,

what does that do to a child? We saw firsthand what

it does, and with each time he got away, he was

empowered to continue and perfect and abuse even

more.

It should not take finding a collection of

37,000 vile and disgusting images to believe these

women and girls. It shouldn't take investigative

journalists to expose predators. It should not take

one brave woman put in the unenviable position and

choice to go public with her name and be the only

public person for months, but thank God we have these
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journalists, and that they exposed this truth and

that they continued to cover this story.

Thank God Rachael Denhollander made that

first contact with a reporter and decided to allow

them to publish her name. How many times have we

heard that without those stories and Rachael, victims

would not have reported? They would not be here to

speak this week to expose what truly happened all

these years behind those doors and under that towel.

We have all learned a few lessons from this

case and these past seven days of powerful testimony.

As I reflect back on an entire semester of a college

class in sexual abuse, grooming behaviors, why

victims delay disclosure, and predatory behavior has

played out these past week and a half. But as we

look back on this case in the last seven days, I'm

struck by a number of observations. What does it say

about our society that victims of sexual abuse have

to hide their pain for years when they did nothing

wrong? What does it say about our society when

victims do come forward and they are automatically

met with skepticism and doubt, treated as liars until

proven true?

What do we take away from this? These have

been important narratives to hear and witness and
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listen to. They will be the words that burn down

cultural stereotypes and cultural myths, and I have a

few take-aways and lessons I hope anyone watching

these past days has learned and will take away with

them.

The first is that we must start by

believing. Other adults must start by believing when

children and young people report abuse regardless of

who the perpetrator is, no matter his education, his

position, the respect he commands, or the awards and

adoration he has received. Research shows that

incidents of false allegations are slim, that most

perpetrators are serial offenders, and that how a

victim, especially a child, is treated when they

disclose, if they are believed and supported and not

blamed, can affect their well-being for years, can

support better outcomes within the criminal justice

system, and can protect other victims.

Yet even after the first day and the

conclusion of the first week it was brought to my

attention by many involved in this case that there

are still people in this very community and

elsewhere, I would imagine, who are saying that these

women were all in it for the money or the attention.

Are you kidding me? After 150 heart-wrenching, raw,
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graphic, visceral impact statements, how can anyone

still believe that? Even to this day, even as this

historic sentencing hearing is broadcast around the

globe, there are still likely people who doubt.

Perhaps those 2000 folks who voted for this defendant

as a school board member? Perhaps the many petition

writers we are aware of who included doctors and

trainers and athletes and lawyers who spared nothing

to come to the defense of this defendant over 16

months ago and continued to defend him for months

even after he had been charged with Kyle Stephens'

abuse. I hope and pray that they're watching, that

they're listening, and that they have learned their

lesson.

The second lesson I take away and I hope

others do is that anyone can be a perpetrator.

Anyone can be a serial sexual abuser. This defendant

stole, cheated, and lied. He stole these victims'

innocence. He lied about his behavior, and he

cheated parents and the community and the world of

the trust they held in doctors, prominent physicians,

and prominent community members.

Experts teach on this issue. Russell

Strand, a retired army criminal investigator, teaches

on offender dynamics and behavior. Strand talks
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about how abusers have three persons. The first is

the public one for all to see. The second is the

uninhabited persona, what you only let others close

to you see, and we all have those two personas, but

the third persona is the hidden and secret one. It's

hidden in the mind and the eyes and the beliefs of

the perpetrator, and that persona is often hidden

well. Serial child molesters hide among us.

We know that this defendant had a good

persona, a good public persona, at least. He was the

good guy. The goofy guy. The Olympic doctor. The

medical school professor. The gymnastics God. He

was a religious and pious man. A father, a husband,

a friend, a school board candidate. A man of honor

and passion, so kind and giving and always

approachable. He never charged for his services and

he saw patients basically anywhere.

But we know without a doubt after these

seven days what we on this team have known for 16

months, that Nassar's third hidden persona, just as

Strand discusses, that he is possibly the most

prolific serial child sex abuser in history; a

selfish child molester who spared no one.

Nassar hid behind that outer facade that is

different and fake and not real but that people
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believed were real. People came to his defense.

They believe that he was the man that he wanted to

them to see and not the monster hiding beneath.

As a society our response cannot be that he

couldn't do this, or that I knew his character, I

knew he wasn't capable of this kind of crime. It's

because no one wants to see it. The only person who

sees this side are his victims. Then the perpetrator

goes back, shows only what he wants the world to see.

This is how he got away with this for so long and got

people to believe him over the many, many, many

victims who reported. Anyone can be an abuser.

The third take-away from this week is that

delayed disclosure of child sexual abuse is not

unique. In fact, it's quite the norm. Kids don't

report sexual abuse right away, especially when the

abuser is a trusted adult, especially when it's a

doctor, especially when they are so young and have no

sexual experience to understand what is wrong.

The fourth take-away is that predators

groom their victims and families. This is so

confusing to so many women. He was so nice. He gave

them presents and trinkets and desserts. He broke

rules for them, especially when you contrast his

behavior in relationship to the harsh and cruel and
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abusive coaches that these girls were exposed to. He

was only doing that to gain their trust, to confuse

them, and get what he wanted.

The fourth take-away is we must teach our

girls and boys to speak up. Kids are told to be

respectful of adults. Girls and boys don't speak up.

It is easier to put up with discomfort than cause

waves, and when they are brave, nothing happens. We

teach our girls and daughters to be too nice, to just

ignore and put up with uncomfortable situations, to

stay silent when they should be allowed to be heard,

and we need to teach them to continue to speak up

until someone listens and helps.

The sixth take-away from this week and a

half is that police and prosecutors must take on hard

cases regardless of who the offender is. They cannot

shy away from tough cases because of who the offender

is or his position in the community. They cannot

victim blame or wait until they have the perfect

case. They cannot wait until they have dozens of

victims who have come forward. Police and

prosecutors must also start by believing, be victim

centered and offender focused in their work.

The final take-away is that we as a society

need investigative journalists more than ever. What
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finally started this reckoning and ended this decades

long cycle of abuse was investigative reporting.

Without that first Indianapolis Star story in August

of 2016, without the story where Rachael came forward

publicly shortly thereafter, he would still be

practicing medicine, treating athletes, and abusing

kids. Let that sink in for a minute. Right now he

would be at his office on Hagadorn and Hannah, not

far from this courtroom, on the Michigan State

University campus abusing children had it not been

for the investigative reporters and Rachael who

brought this case.

We know federal law enforcement did not

stop him nor did trainers or coaches or deans or

medical supervisors. Victim disclosures to adults

didn't stop him. Reporters began the story and

excellent, victim-centered, offender-focused police

and prosecutors grabbed the baton and brought us here

today.

I am proud of the work of the Michigan

State University Police Department and our team at

the Attorney General's office. There is no more

supportive police chief in this country than Chief

Jim Dunlap. And our victims and the public are

incredibly lucky to have their case investigated by
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arguably the best sex crimes detective in the country

and her team. Detective Lieutenant Andrea Munford is

not only a smart, dedicated, hard-working

investigator, but she is also empathetic and

compassionate.

Our victims are also lucky to have the full

and unwavering support of the Michigan Attorney

General, Bill Schuette, who from day one of taking on

this case has supported this prosecution.

Our team is so proud of these young women

for speaking. So many have shared their story and

name and face, and they should feel no shame, because

they did nothing wrong. He did.

It's worth remembering, once again, that it

was one woman who came public first, and when she

did, she was ridiculed, folks rallied behind him,

they tried to discredit her, they signed petitions in

support of him, they believed him over her because of

who he was purported to be. People continued to

support him in this very community and believe him

after we charged Kyle Stephen's case, after he faced

multiple counts of criminal sexual conduct first

against a minor. They chose to believe his lies over

the words of a young woman who had nothing to gain by

coming forward. Nothing.
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Some of his support wavered after he was

charged with possession of thousands of images of

pornography, yet still there were people in power who

had ideas he was framed and the images were planted,

who were telling other victims this as they knew

their truth. At the same time that these folks were

supporting him and putting out those false

narratives, these women, and countless more you

haven't met and who may be watching and reading, knew

their truth. They knew he had abused them, and they

watched him continue to lie about committing that

abuse.

It has not been an easy process for these

victims, especially Rachael, all alone publicly for

many, many months, to be accused of being a pied

piper of sorts in court and the press, to be accused

of somehow planting this idea of victimhood in other

women's minds. The gripping testimony these past two

weeks have shown how absurd those arguments are. You

have seen firsthand the effects this abuse has had on

these women. That is tangible, physical evidence

that this happened, that these women were abused, not

bandwagon jumpers, not money grabbers, women and

girls who were abused.

For victims to realize years and decades
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later that they were, in fact, abused sometimes

hundreds of times when they really thought they were

receiving legitimate treatment, it shifts their

equilibrium. It shatters their sense of the world,

their sense of safety, their conception of trust. It

has caused them to question what they believe and

know, and that has lasting consequences.

Unlike any other crime that comes before

you, Judge Aquilina, sexual abuse and assault so

deeply affects and alters victims' lives. It seeps

and oozes and permeates into every pore and crevice

of a victim's life. It can alter their life's

trajectory. We've seen that time and time again this

week when we've heard mention of depression and

anxiety and panic attacks, suicidal thoughts, self

medication, self harm, questioning of self worth, and

even when we heard from Donna Markham some seven days

ago about the suicide of Chelsea.

Nassar sentenced these little girls and

other little girls to lives in prison by fear and

doubt. The courage it takes to overcome so many

little obstacles to try and right your world and just

live normal daily life again is immeasurable. They

have to overcome these obstacles on a daily basis for

the rest of their lives. His sexual abuse turned
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their world upside down and inside out, but this

process of support in this courtroom and the

community helps bring healing.

Your Honor, I whole-heartedly want to thank

you and your staff for graciously allowing each

victim to be heard. When we fashioned a sentence

agreement allowing for the reported victims to speak,

which at that point was in the neighborhood of 120

victims, survivors, we wanted all to feel involved in

this process and to have their voice heard. What we

have witnessed here in this courtroom exceeded even

my wildest dream. What we have witnessed here is

unprecedented but hopefully not the last time that

victims will be heard in this manner. The compassion

and empathy that you have shown these women, the

support and encouraging words you have given each one

coupled with what I know is the belief that they and

their stories matter will be remembered by all long

after this case is over.

Over 150 women had courage to walk into

this courtroom, most to be publicly identified and

outed to the world as a Nassar victim for the first

time, yet they had the grace and the courage to speak

their truth and become survivors.

To each survivor, thank you. Thank you for
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coming forward, for trusting us, for doing what is so

hard and difficult, especially when you reported to

the police, especially to those involved in our

charging cases, and especially to those who have had

to testify in court.

On behalf of the entire Attorney General

and Michigan State University Police Department team,

we believe you and always have. We thank you. We

are proud to stand up for and with you, and you are

our heroes.

We have seen the worst of humanity and the

best in these past few days, the pain and destruction

caused by evil selfish takers like this defendant,

but we have also seen how one voice can start a

movement. How reckoning can deliver justice. How a

community can support and empower and start healing.

During these last seven days on our screen

you have seen countless young innocent faces. That

was on purpose. Every day at this podium that I

stand you saw strong, brave, fierce survivors come

here, but that's not who Larry Nassar saw. He was

attracted and abused to those young girls in those

pictures.

But, Your Honor, what you did not see are

the sweet, young, innocent faces of girls who have
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been spared a similar fate because these brave women

all spoke up, and, more importantly, never gave up.

There is no doubt he would have continued to abuse

unabated for the rest of his life.

I tell these survivors to be proud of what

you have accomplished, because you are survivors.

You have referenced the army of survivors that this

proceeding and his abuse has created. This past

weekend at the women's marches around the country

signs with Kyle Stephens' quote, someone that the

world did not even know was affiliated with this case

some five days before, those quotes were raised on

signs, little girls don't stay little forever, they

turn into strong women who have come back to destroy

your world.

You heard from Jennifer Rood Bedford and

she concluded by saying, stand for truth, resolve for

change, be committed. At this particular moment in

history this sentencing hearing will be viewed as a

turning point in how our community, our state, our

nation, our culture looks at sexual abuse. This

courtroom in the Ingham County Circuit Court was

where the shame that many survivors felt was

exorcised from them and put where it belongs, right

on him. When each survivor came forward and shared
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their name, told their truth, supported each other,

that shift grew. The world has witnessed what

happens when victims are treated with respect,

dignity, empathy, compassion, and are truly supported

by police, prosecutors, and the criminal justice

system, and courts.

What is obvious is that a strong group of

determined women can, in fact, change the world and

will. The fact that the women led the investigation,

the prosecution team, and that three female judges

now sentenced defendant Nassar is poetic justice.

As I reflect on the last seven days of this

sentencing hearing, it becomes -- it became clear

that each day more women and girls were empowered.

It was evidenced by our growing number, people that

were reaching out to us to come to speak their truth.

These women and girls have transformed themselves

before our very eyes from victim to survivor to

champion for justice and advocate for change.

In all of this, the world outside will

carry on, but I want to recenter you and this court

and all involved back on the reason we're here, the

sentencing of defendant Larry Nassar for his admitted

conduct against numerous young girls.

He sexually assaulted them. He did so
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under the guise of medical treatment, and he did so

for his own sexual purpose and gratification. He

carried out his plot through a decades-long process.

He honed and perfected creating perfect conditions

for his predatory behavior until these brave women

brought it all down.

Sentencing, Your Honor, must protect,

punish, and deter. Through your sentence I ask you

to do all three. Judge Aquilina, I ask you to bring

these victims the justice they so deserve. We ask

you to follow the sentence agreement and sentence the

Defendant to a minimum of 40 years to at least 125

years in prison or a sentence tail that you see fit.

Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you. Thank you very much

for your words. On behalf of defendant.

MR. NEWBURG: Your Honor, I prepared some

remarks today. My client prepared some remarks that

he's going to be reading to the court, but I want to

start off on some remarks that I have not prepared.

This court has provided a foundation for

our country to watch our judicial system as it's

happening and unfolding. We have a constitution in

place. We learn about the constitution when we go to

law school.
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Contrary to what the personal -- or the

perception of Larry's legal team may be, we are all

upholding the same document. He has an absolute

right to a zealous advocacy. He has an absolute

right to a defense. He has an absolute right to be

represented by counsel, and while some may disagree

to the way that this case transpired, the conduct of

counsel, this is what our constitution permits, and I

can tell you and anybody else listening that

unequivocally I would be standing next to this man

for every trial that he would hold, every sentencing

that he would have, because that's what our

constitution requires.

This is not about us. This is not about

Larry. This is not about his legal team. This is

about the victims that were before the court for the

last seven days, but I will tell you the anger and

hatred that they expounded on the court is something

that Larry saw, we all saw, and we all heard.

As we sat in court this morning we received

an e-mail from somebody who was anonymous that wished

death upon our kids for standing next to the man and

upholding a constitution, a document and an oath that

we took when we all went to law school, whether

you're a judge, a defense lawyer, or work for the
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government. We are doing our jobs. You are doing

your job, and the government is doing their job. I

would stand by the counsel that we have representing

Doctor Nassar and I would represent Larry again.

Now, people ask us all the time if Larry is

sorry for what he has done and others ask what Larry

is like while some comment on how he's changed. I'll

tell you that Larry is sorry for what he's done, but

we realize that these words are completely

inconsequential to those that are listening and fall

short of an adequate apology to fully address what

has transpired.

As adults we understand there are

consequences for our actions. Larry's actions have

led to an un-quantifiable amount of pain. As adults

we should be the only ones who feel pain for our own

actions. Sadly, one of the many tragedies in this

case is the pain that was articulated these past

seven days is not residing with Larry but instead

and, more significantly, it is felt by the hundred

plus women who have addressed him in court.

He is sorry for the pain he has caused, and

he's sorry to each and every one of the individuals

who have come before Your Honor. But an apology is

not going to be enough. Sometimes individuals can
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take solace that a small portion of the pain that

someone has inflicted on others can be seen in their

own appearance and personality. Although it pales in

comparison to what we heard these past few days,

Larry's soul is broken. He is a shell of a person

that we all first met. He is reserved and soft

spoken. His tears are more frequent and our

conversations are more somber.

As you all know, we sat with Larry these

last few days and saw what he saw. He saw the pain,

hurt, and anger on your faces. Your words will stay

with him and leave an indelible mark on his soul for

the remainder of his life.

He realizes that what he is feeling is

nothing compared to the pain and hurt all of his

victims are feeling and were discussed in this

courtroom today. I can assure you that your words

have pierced his soul and softened his voice. That

will never change.

I know Larry wants to address the court as

well.

THE COURT: Sir, please raise your right

hand.

Do you swear or affirm the testimony you

are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth,
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and nothing but the truth under penalty of perjury?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you. You need to come up

right up to the podium, right to the microphone.

What would you like me to know?

THE DEFENDANT: It's just a short

statement. Your words these past several days, your

words, your words, have had a significant emotional

affect on myself and has shaken me to my core. I

also recognize that what I am feeling pales in

comparison to the pain, trauma, and emotional

destruction that all of you are feeling. There are

no words that could describe the depth and breadth of

how sorry I am for what has occurred except an

apology --

THE COURT: Sir, you need to stay at the

mike.

THE DEFENDANT: An acceptable apology to

all of you is impossible to write and convey. I will

carry your words with me for the rest of my days.

THE COURT: Sir, I hope that is true. I

hope you are shaken to your core. Your victims are

clearly shaken to their core, and I know there are

still some that ask are you broken because you got

caught.
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First let me address counsel. I agree with

your words in regard to no one should blame defense

counsel and vigilante crime is not tolerated, so I

hope that no one will do anything untoward against

counsel, their children, their families, their firms,

their cars, whatever it is. That is crime. Crime

plus crime solves absolutely nothing. Please respect

their job. It's a difficult one. I know I've been

in their shoes and the Sixth Amendment does guarantee

each defendant the right to counsel. It doesn't

matter what the defendant has done, they have the

right to counsel.

I also want to say, that being said, we

also have the First Amendment so you all are free to

have your own opinion, and it is always a balancing

act between the First Amendment, the Sixth Amendment,

all of the due process and other counts, amendments

to the constitution, they are all valuable in their

own way, and that's why we have an organized and just

society, and that's why we are here today because

this defendant has been brought to justice. Do not

make it worse, please.

Before I get to sentencing I want to talk

about a couple of things and, first, I have said what

I need to say to the victims. I have a little bit
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more to say.

You are no longer victims. You are

survivors. You're very strong and I have addressed

you individually.

Before I say anything further, I don't know

if you all know this, and I know that the world is

watching -- I know this because I'm on the bench

every day and this isn't the only heinous crime that

appears in this court -- the national crime

victimization survey that's done by the justice

department annually reports that 310 out of every

1,000 assaults are reported to police, which means

that two out of three go unreported. The voices of

the survivors have asked everyone report, keep your

voice up. Rachael's voice hopefully will raise these

numbers and all of your voices.

But that statistic does not include

children 12 and under. One in 10 children will be

sexually abused by their 18th birthday. One in seven

girls, one in 25 boys by their 18th birthday. That

means that in the United States -- I'm not talking

about any other country, but in the United States

400,000 babies born in the U.S. will become victims

of child sexual abuse. It stops now. Speak out like

the survivors, become part of the army.
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I do one case at a time, and I really so

very much appreciate all of your thank yous. I read

some of the Twitters and Facebooks and all of what's

going on in the media. I'm not special. I'm doing

my job. If you come into my courtroom any Wednesday

and watch sentencing, I give everybody a voice. I

give defendants a voice, their families if they're

here. I give victims a voice. I try to treat

everybody like family because that's the justice

system that I was raised to believe in.

I came to this country stateless. I'm

naturalized. My father is Maltese, my mother is

German, and I was raised on old country values, and

my grandmother always told me and my parents always

told me and my grandfather, too, that America is the

greatest country. I believe that. That's why I

served in the military. That's why I've always done

community service.

I'm not really well liked because I speak

out. I don't have many friends because I speak out.

If you ask me a question, you better be ready for the

answer. I speak out because I want change, because I

don't believe in hiding the truth, and I'm not saying

I'm always right, but I try.

I also don't believe that one size fits all
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when it comes to sentencing, another reason I listen.

I know that there are some judges for every crime

they give the same punishment. I don't think that's

justice. I believe in individualized sentencing. I

follow the constitution, and I believe our system

works, and I also believe these survivors.

Now, there's case law about how I can

consider, what I can consider, and first and

foremost, my sentence reflects the seven in regard to

who defendant pled to. But the remainder of you, the

161 others, add to the credibility of those seven, so

technically I'm considering everything, everyone,

because your crime, all of your crimes, the depth of

them have cut into the core of this community and

many communities and all of the families and people

we don't even know.

And, sir, the media has asked me to release

your letter. I'm not going to do that. Counsel may

object. The media may object, but there is some

information in here that troubles me in regard to the

victims, and I don't want them revictimized by the

words that you have in here.

But I do want to read some more of your

letter, and the reason I want to do that is because I

considered it in sentencing as an extension of your
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apology and whether I believe it or not, so I want

you to hear your words. I've already read some, and

I'm not going to read every line.

Let me begin. The federal judge went

ballistic at the sentencing since I pled guilty in

the state case and spent ten percent on the federal

case and 90 percent on the state case and civil

suits. She gave me 60 years instead of five to 20

years, in parenthesis, three consecutive 20 year

sentences.

I pleaded guilty to possession of porn from

9/2004 to 12/2004, four months. The prosecutor even

admitted that I never belonged to any porn sites, any

chat rooms, was not on the dark web, and also they

could not prove I viewed it. It was all deleted, of

course. I shared my electronics and I could not

prove that. So for four months of porn possession

from 2004 I was sentenced to 60 years. Not proper,

appropriate, fair.

Going down a few lines, what I did in the

state cases was medical not sexual, but because of

the porn I lost all support, thus another reason for

the state guilty plea.

Let me move down further. So I tried to

avoid a trial to save the stress to this community,
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my family, the victims, yet look what is happening.

It is wrong.

Let me move down further. I was a good

doctor, because my treatments worked and those

patients that are now speaking out were the same ones

that praised and came back over and over and referred

family and friends to see me. The media convinced

them that everything I did was wrong and bad. They

feel I broke their trust. Hell hath no fury like a

woman scorned.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Oh, you can't --

THE COURT: It is just a complete nightmare

the stories that are being fabricated to

sensationalize this. Then the AG would only accept

my plea if I said what I did was not medical and was

for my own pleasure. They forced me to say that or

they were going to trial and not accepting the plea.

I wanted to plead no contest but the AG refused that.

I was so manipulated by the AG and now Aquilina and

all I wanted was to minimize stress to everyone like

I wrote earlier.

Going down a little bit further, in

addition, with the federal case my medical treatments

with the Olympic/national team gymnastics were

discussed as part of the plea. The FBI investigated
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them in 2015 and found nothing substantial because it

was medical. Now they are seeking the media

attention and financial reward.

Would you like to withdraw your plea?

THE DEFENDANT: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Because you are guilty, aren't

you? Are you guilty, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: I accept my plea exactly.

THE COURT: The new sign language has

become, treatment, these air quotes. I will never

see them again without thinking of you and your

despicable acts. I don't care how they're used. I

will always think of quotes and the word treatment.

It was not treatment what you did. It was not

medical. There is no medical evidence that was ever

brought.

When this case first came to me, and I've

told you this -- and I apologize to the Olympians and

athletes, but I have five children, two dogs, my

parents live with me, I work four jobs, I don't have

much time for television. I don't watch sports,

although last year I was a soccer coach, much to the

laughter of my family -- I didn't know anything about

you, your name, or anything that was going on. And

so when I kept saying we're going to trial, here's

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 201 of 704



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT
313 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, MI 48933

101

the date, and everyone wanted more time, I said, no,

here's the cut off, and then the cases were merged

and we delayed it, and I still thought, well, maybe

there's a defense of medical treatment. And why did

I think that? Because it's my job to be fair and

impartial but also because my two brothers and my

father are very well-known and respected doctors,

real doctors with real treatments and research

dedicated to healing.

I haven't considered that in this case but

I have heard from your survivors now that they trust

doctors like I trust the doctors in my family and the

doctors I go to. But I still thought, well, there's

a defense of medical treatment and there are changing

in the medical community every day for the

betterment, so up until the time you pled I believed

that maybe there was a defense here, despite the

felony information.

I was ready for trial. Your counsel was

ready for trial. The Attorney General's office was

ready for trial. You, sir, decided to plead because

there was no medical treatment. You did this for

your pleasure and your control. This letter, which

comes two months after your plea, tells me that you

have not yet owned what you did. That you still --
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UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: No.

THE COURT: -- think that somehow you are

right, that you are a doctor, that you're entitled,

that you don't have to listen, and that you did

treatment. I wouldn't send my dogs to you, sir.

There's no treatment here. You finally told the

truth.

Inaction is an action. Silence is

indifference. Justice requires action and a voice,

and that is what has happened here in this court.

168 buckets of water were placed on your so-called

match that got out of control.

I also, like law enforcement -- or like the

Attorney General want to thank law enforcement for

their investigation, but I also want to be the voice

on behalf of the survivors who asked law enforcement

to continue their fine work and to also include the

federal government. There has to be a massive

investigation as to why there was inaction, why there

was silence. Justice requires more than what I can

do on this bench.

I want to also applaud all of the counsel

in the Attorney General's office. I want to also

applaud defense counsel. You all have done fine

work. You've made me proud of our legal system. We
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all worked together for the betterment of our

community, and that is law enforcement, prosecutors,

investigators, there are countless people. It is the

only way our system works. We need this balance. So

all of you, when I look at myself as lady justice, my

arms are like this. They are balanced. Prosecution,

defense, they're balanced. It only starts to tip

after there's a plea and after I take into

consideration everything that's happened.

So I want everyone to understand, I've also

done my homework. I always do. People versus

Waclawski, I'm sure I slaughtered the name, I

apologize, but it is spelled W-a-c-l-a-w-s-k-i, 286

Mich App 634, it's a 2009 case, and in it -- and I

want you to clearly understand, it says plainly the

law does not limit victim impact statements to direct

victims. It doesn't say, and I have found no where,

that limits me from having to hear all of your

victims.

As I said before when counsel came to me

and said we're not going to go to trial, despite the

court having already sent out 200 of the 800 juror

requests, and they told me their plea and would I

consider it in lieu of trial, there was the agreement

between us -- because I always, and they know it,
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they are familiar with me, let people speak, and I

wanted all victims, and we had a discussion about

which victims and, of course, there was an objection

to one of them. I let it come in anyway. That was

part of the plea that you entered into, to allow the

victim impact statements, because after that

discussion I know your lawyers, as good as they are,

sat down with you and said, the judge is going to

allow this. And when it comes down to it, I know it

also because this was signed by the Attorney General,

by defendant, and by defendant's counsel on November

22nd, 2017.

Aside from the letter that you wrote a

couple of months after your plea, which tells me you

still don't get it, there's something I don't

understand and I want to make clear. Sir, you knew

you had a problem. That is clear to me. You knew

you had a problem from a very young age, even before

you were a doctor. You could have taken yourself

away from temptation and you did not. But worse yet,

there isn't a survivor who hasn't come in here and

had said how world-renowned you were. I trust what

they say. You could have gone anywhere in the world

to be treated. You could have gone to any resort,

any doctor, place where you could get treatment. In
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Europe they have all sorts of hidden places for

things like this. No one had to know and you could

have found some treatment, some help, taken some

medicine. You would have done that if you had

cancer. I know you would have. You're about self

preservation.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Um-hum, yep.

THE COURT: But you decided to not address

what's inside you that causes this control urge, that

causes you to be a sexual predator, so your urges

escalated, and based on the numbers that we all know

go unreported, I can't even guess how many vulnerable

children and families you actually assaulted.

Your decision to assault was precise,

calculated, manipulative, devious, despicable. I

don't have to add words because your survivors have

said all of that. I don't want to repeat it. You

can't give them back their innocence, their youth.

You can't give a father back his life or one of your

victim's her life when she took it. You can't return

the daughter to the mother, the father to the

daughter.

You played on everyone's vulnerability.

I'm not vulnerable. Not to you. Not to other

criminals at that podium. I swore to uphold the
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constitution and the law. I am well trained. I know

exactly what to do, and at this time I'm going to do

it. And I want you to know as much as it was my

honor and privilege to hear the sister survivors, it

is my honor and privilege to sentence you. Because,

sir, you do not deserve to walk outside of a prison

ever again. You have done nothing to control those

urges, and anywhere you walk destruction will occur

to those most vulnerable.

Now, I am honoring the agreement. I'm also

honoring what's been requested of me, and I want you

to know I'm not good at math. I have a cheat sheet.

I'm only a lawyer. I know that you had a lot of

education in math, but I have a cheat sheet.

It is my privilege on counts one, two,

five, eight, 10, and 18, and 24 to sentence you to 40

years -- and when I look at my cheat sheet -- 40

years, just so you know, and you can count it off

your calendar, is 480 months. The tail end, because

I need to send a message to the parole board in the

event somehow God is gracious, and I know he is, and

you survive the 60 years in federal court first and

then you start on my 40 years, you've gone off the

page here as to what I'm doing. My page only goes to

100 years. Sir, I'm giving you 175 years, which is
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2100 months.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Oh, my.

THE COURT: I've just signed your death

warrant. I need everyone to be quiet. I still have

contempt powers. I told you, I'm not nice.

I find that you don't get it, that you're a

danger. You remain a danger. I am a judge who

believes in life and rehabilitation when

rehabilitation is possible. I have many defendants

come back here and show me the great things they've

done in their lives after probation, after parole. I

don't find that's possible with you.

So you will receive jail credit on counts

one, two, five, eight, 10, and 18 of 369 days. On

count 24 you will have 370 days jail credit.

If you are ever out, which is doubtful, you

would be required to register with the Michigan Sex

Offenders Registration Act and comply with all of the

requirements of that act, in addition to global

position monitoring system. You would wear a GPS.

You will pay restitution in the amount to

be determined based on whatever amounts are

submitted, and your attorneys can ask me for a

restitution hearing so that I can determine what a

reasonable amount is for the victims.

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 208 of 704



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT
313 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, MI 48933

108

I am leaving restitution open as long as

those victims have issues that can be medically

documented.

You will comply with DNA testing and pay a

$60 fee for that. I suspect that was already done,

but you owe $60 back to the county for that, or law

enforcement, wherever. We'll put it in the right

pocket.

You must submit to HIV testing and complete

counseling associated with HIV and AIDs. You must

waive confidentiality and allow test results and

medical information obtained from this test to be

released to the court.

You will pay $476 in state costs. You'll

pay a crime victim assessment in the amount of $130.

Does counsel wish to address court costs

and fines? I don't know his financial state

MR. NEWBURG: Judge, he doesn't have any

money to pay any court costs and fines. If the court

wants to impose it, the court can impose it.

THE COURT: I'm not imposing any court

costs and fines, and here's the reason. I don't know

what he has or what he'll get in the future. The

victims deserve the money. The county will survive

one way or another.
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I'm also going to make recommendations to

the Michigan Department of Corrections for mental

health treatment and health treatment. I understand

he has some medical conditions and he should be

allowed to take medicine for that. He should have

individual and group counseling, treatment for sexual

predators, whatever they allow.

I'm also going to send a message -- I'm not

sure, but I believe I read an article, sir, that you

were treating people in prison when you don't have a

license. Don't commit any more crimes. I know you

don't have any more lifes to give but you can't be

treating people. You're not a doctor, so I'm not

sure how that's happening, but I wanted to send that

message.

You have 21 days to appeal, ten days to

request court-appointed counsel. Do you acknowledge

receipt of your appellate rights?

MR. NEWBURG: Your Honor, I've got the

notice of right to appeal and I'm providing it to my

client now.

THE COURT: Do you acknowledge it?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you. Let me just say to

the media, again, I'm just doing my job. I know you
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all want to talk to me. My secretary has informed me

that I have a growing stack of requests from print

media, from television, from magazines around the

world literally. This story is not about me. It

never was about me. I hope I've opened some doors,

but, you see, I'm a little stupid because I thought

everybody did what I did, and if they didn't, maybe

they ought to, but I do this and have been doing

this, and if you don't believe me, the keeper of my

words is right by my side, and lawyers who are

hearing this are shaking their heads saying, yep,

I've waited too long as she let's everybody talk.

Sometimes people get upset. I don't care. I get

paid the same.

So as to the media who want to talk with

me, I'm not going to be making any statements. I

know that my office -- and I may have even, I don't

know, it's been a long couple of weeks -- maybe after

this is over. It's just not my story. After the

appellate period runs, with victims by my side to

tell their stories, I might answer some more

questions than what I've said on the record. I don't

know what more I could possibly say, but I'm not

going to talk with any media person until after the

appeal period, and even then, if you talk to me about
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this case, I will have a survivor with me, because it

is their story. So I wanted everybody to hear that

from me. I respect all of the media outlets. You've

done just a fabulous job here. There hasn't been any

commotion or upset by this, and I do believe in the

First Amendment, so I thank you all for being here

because it's an important story for the survivors.

As to today, I know that there are a lot of

survivors, family members, husbands, friends, a lot

of people in the courtroom. You have voices. I'm

going to leave the courtroom. The defendant will

leave the courtroom. The attorneys may stay,

victims, family members, survivors, you may stay in

the courtroom and talk to media. You can have your

own press conference right here. Spur of the moment

sometimes works out the best, doesn't it?

Again, I won't make a statement until after

the appeal period, but, again, if any survivor that

-- at that point if somebody wants to talk to me --

I'm sure you'll be moved on to another story, but if

you're not, please give your names to the victim's

advocate so that I can contact you because, please,

media, do not contact me on this story without a

survivor. It's their story.

I thank everybody in this case.
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Sir, I hope somewhere you have heard

everybody's words and it really does resonate with

you.

Anything else for the record?

MS. POVILAITIS: Nothing on behalf of the

people.

MR. NEWBURG: Nothing on behalf of Mr.

Nassar.

MS. BLYTHE: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: So the media is asked to stay

here with all of those lovely people who may want to

speak with you. Thank you. That's all for the

record.

(Whereupon hearing concluded at 12:43 p.m.)

* * *
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STATE OF MICHIGAN )
) SS

COUNTY OF EATON )

I, GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, Certified Shorthand

Reporter, do hereby certify that the foregoing was

taken before me at the time and place hereinbefore

set forth.

I FURTHER CERTIFY THAT said witness was

duly sworn in said cause; that the testimony then

given was reported by me stenographically;

subsequently with computer-aided transcription,

produced under my direction and supervision; and that

the foregoing is a true and correct transcript of my

original shorthand notes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

hand and seal this 7th day of February, 2018.

_____________________________
Genevieve A. Hamlin
CSR-3218
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V 
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Charlotte, Michigan 

Friday, February 2, 2018 - 8:30 a.m. 

THE COURT: People of the state of Michigan versus 

Lawrence Nassar, file number 17-217-FC. 

Good morning. 

This morning is the continuation of the sentencing 

hearing that we started on Wednesday. I will remind everyone 

that as in Wednesday, this proceeding is being live streamed 

to accommodate the victims and families that are located in 

Michigan, United States and, actually, all over the world, so 

they can participate in these proceedings. 

The rules of Court decorum are still in effect. 

Therefore, anyone who has a cell phone with them in the 

courtroom, I ask you to turn it off and please put it away. 

If you need to text or telephone or e-mail someone, I ask that 

you step out in the hallway to do that. Of course, there will 

be no hats, gum chewing, food, beverages, clapping, outbursts 

or anything of that nature. 
.1. 

Now, I've also signed the Order provided for 

priority seating. Remember that should seating become a 

problem in the galley, victims and their support people have 

first priority to be in the courtroom. If there is not enough 

seating, you can go downstairs to the first floor, Judge 

Byerley's courtroom, which has provided for overflow seating 

and it is being live streamed down in his courtroom so that 
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you can follow along. 

This morning I met with the attorneys prior to 

coming out because we needed to address a story that has 

received a lot of press yesterday and this morning, and those 

are the statement that were made by Attorney Shannon Smith. 

Mr. Nassar has been very clear and issued a statement, he did 

not know that Ms. Smith was going to make those statements. 

He did not authorize those statements to be made on his 

behalf. And, he has disavowed those statements. 

It is unfortunate that those statements were made 

during the course of the sentencing procedure. They are not 

relevant to the sentencing procedure, nor is the opinion of 

Ms. Smith, since her statements were not made on behalf of Mr. 

Nassar. What is relevant to these proceedings is for the 

Court to hear each individual story and how the criminal 

actions of the defendant impacted each person's life. I 

believe what each individual has and will tell me, and it is 

their individual stories that are relevant to the proceedings. 

Ms. Povilaitis will you please have the first 

individual come forward. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Thank you, Your Honor. 

MR. NEWBURG: Judge, our appearances for the record. 

THE COURT: Go ahead, Mr. Newburg. 

MR. NEWBURG: Matt Newburg on behalf of Larry Nassar 

who is seated -- to my right is Molly Blythe. 
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MS. POVILAITIS: Angela Povilaitis on behalf of the 

People. With me at counsel table is Robyn Liddell and 

Christopher Allen from the Michigan Department of Attorney 

General and Detective Lieutenant Andrea Munford of the 

Michigan State University Police Department. 

Your Honor, the next survivor you will hear from is 

Ms. Valerie Webb. She did speak in Ingham County, but she has 

requested to say a few words here as well. 

THE COURT: Absolutely. 

MS. POVILAITIS: And for the record, her photograph 

at the age of abuse is on the screen. And she's accompanied 

at the podium with -- with and by her boyfriend. 

THE COURT: Good morning, go ahead. 

MS. WEBB: Good morning. 

Thank you for allowing me to share my story and use 

my voice today, Your Honor. 

As I typed this I was at a loss for words because my 

body was enraged with anger and anxiety, but that is not an 

uncommon feeling for me this past month. My anxiety is very 

high, my nights are restless and I'm often angry. Although I 

am not sure if I am angry with myself or for not recognizing 

what the defendant was doing to me sooner or anger with him 

for doing all the horrible abuse he did to me and my fellow 

sister survivors. 

I have recently had to seek out counseling because I 
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find myself feeling hopeless, but I know that we have made an 

army and we will not give up until we put a stop to this. No 

one, and especially no little girl, should have to experience 

this, should have to put a pause on their college education to 

come into Court and talk about how they were abused. 

I was four years old when I started gymnastics and 

seven years old when I first began at Twistars. I first saw 

the defendant for mild injuries like knees and ankles. Seeing 

Larry was part of the club. As I progressed in levels the 

pains got worse and I hurt my back to the point where 

gymnastics became unbearable. 

I was 12, and by this time, I was seeing Larry at 

the MSU clinic. I was asked to change into baggy shorts. I 

figured it was just so he could examine me better. I never 

questioned him. In my mind he was the best doctor. He 

treated Olympians, so why would I think differently? As I lay 

there on the table exposed, his ungloved hands moved up to a 

spot that I've never been penetrated before. He often pressed 

so hard that it hurt me, but I was assured that this would 

help my back. When he released and asked if it felt better, I 

said no. So he pushed hard and further in while 

simultaneously pressing on my back. My mom would often be in 

the'room with me, it just meant that -- meant Larry convincing 

her less surgery for my back and -- and that -- I'm sorry, and 

that it will get me back to gymnastics. I know have had seven 
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back surgeries, so some treatment that was. But why would a 

doctor, of all people, not give me the best treatment. The 

one I looked up to. You made me think that you were helping 

me when all along you were helping yourself. 

We, as sister survivors have now built a force, a 

force that no one should have messed with in the first place. 

We will stand tall and strong until we make sure all the evil 

is taken out of the sport and it is back to the thing we loved 

so much. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Thank you very much for being here. I'm 

sure it was very difficult to take time out of school and to 

be here today. I thank you, sir, for being here with her. 

And, I agree with everything that you've said. Thank you very 

much. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next survivor, I'm 

told, I believe, came quite a ways to be here. Is that --

that's accurate, right? We had some e-mail communication last 

week. She came from Europe to be here. 

She has a tricky last name. Your Honor, this is 

Melissa Vigogne? One more --

MS. FIGOGNE: Vigogne. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Vigogne. 

MS. FIGOGNE: I don't even say it right because I'm 

not French. He can say it better than I can. 

THE COURT: And who is with you today? 
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MS. VIGOGNE: This is my husband, Jerome Vigogne. 

MS. POVILAITIS: And I do have a power point for the 

media with her proper spelling. She is our number 31 on the 

list and Victim 202 and she has asked to be publicly 

identified. So, I'm very glad that she.and her husband are 

here. 

THE COURT: Whenever you're ready Melissa. 

MS. FIGOGNE: Thank you. 

Your Honor, first of all, thank you for allowing all 

of us to speak here today. We are finally being heard. 

Little by little, change is coming. Empty words are being 

replaced with actions. Each voice and each story is making a 

difference. 

Living abroad has added an additional layer to this 

traumatic experience for me. I have felt alone, isolated and 

disconnected. It has made the healing harder, the pain harder 

to confront and, thus, more elusive to overcome. It is for 

this reason that I knew that I knew I needed to be here today. 

I wanted to be able to look Larry in the eyes and I wanted him 

to be able to hear directly from me. His power over me stops 

now. 

Gymnastics, as is the case for so many others, was 

my life. I was a gymnast for 16 years, then a coach, and then 

a judge. I first met Larry here in Lansing in 1999. I had 

had a car accident earlier that year that ended my season 
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right before regional championships. I was devastated. 

Unlike previous injuries, this injury prevented me from even 

stepping foot in the gym. I needed a miracle. 

One of my coaches came back from a training camp at 

the Ranch and told me that Larry mentioned that he could help 

and would be willing to see me. We booked a flight from 

Orlando to Lansing for three days of appointments. While he 

treated me, he asked me to remove all my clothes, which seemed 

unnecessary, if not inappropriate, but Larry was going to fix 

me. He was a miracle worker. And during those approximately 

12 hours or so of appointments, often late into the night, he 

gained my trust. 

Three years later, I was again rear-ended on the way 

to the gym. This one was worse. After a few weeks, we 

figured the best thing to do would be to call Larry. The 2002 

U.S. Championships were coming up and he stressed that I 

couldn't wait until he returned here to Michigan. He asked me 

to join him in Cleveland where he would treat me while he 

wasn't seeing other athletes. 

So there I spent four days, or four days, hour upon 

hour, behind a closed door in the larger athlete training 

room. There were doctors and interns from Cleveland Clinic 

all around, nearly falling over themselves every time they 

were near Larry. Everyone practically worshiped him, further 

reinforcing how lucky I felt to be there and to be getting so 
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much of his time. 

After the planned three days of supposed treatment, 

Larry told me that my back pain was coming from my hips and 

that he needed one more day to really finish the work. My 

mom, who had been with me in the room up until that point, had 

to go back to work, so she could not stay. He insisted that 

we find a way, so we did. My coaches were there with another 

gymnast, so I wouldn't be totally alone at the event. 

The next day, Larry's treatment style changed. He 

was working on my hips and hamstrings and suddenly I noticed 

that his fingers were inside of me. I thought to myself, that 

can't be. He didn't even ask. He didn't say anything. He 

didn't even wash his hands, must less put on gloves. I 

remember being so confused. But this was Larry, the best 

sports doctor in the world. And he was going to fix me. 

Over the hours that followed, sometimes momentarily 

interrupted as another athlete came in with an injury, he 

continued to abuse me. He made me believe that what he was 

doing to me was normal and accepted. He would say things 

like, "I have to get deep into the tissue and this is the only 

way I can get there." "Girls can tell the difference between 

sexual and therapeutic touch." And, "I do this a lot. 

Everyone trusts me." 

I remember thinking of a few of the girls from the 

1996 and 2000 Olympic teams and thinking, well, if he does 

10 
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that to them, then it must be okay because USAG wouldn't have 

him as the National Team doctor if it wasn't. 

When he finally stopped abusing me, I put my clothes 

back on and came out to the main area. There, he had his 

medical notes waiting for me to take back home, which were 

strangely missing this inter-vaginal treatment that he claimed 

was so imperative to my healing and that he had spent hours 

performing. He also had a textbook in his hand. A textbook 

that described this type of treatment. Remember that he was 

not in his office. He had brought this textbook to Ohio 

because it was premeditated. 

He offered to let me read it so that I would be 

reassured that what he had been doing was an accepted medical 

treatment but I declined. 

Due to the fact that I had to travel across the 

country to see him, that was the last time I saw him. 

I left that appointment believing that Larry had 

done everything he possible could to fix me. A few weeks 

later, however, despite the intensive treatment I had 

received, my pain had reached such levels that I could no 

longer function. I had to take Vicodin every day, multiple 

times a day, to make it through. I progressively became 

chronically ill and spent the next 12 years disabled and 

sometimes suicidal. 

One of my illnesses, fibromyalgia, is known to be 
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triggered by sexual 

least part of why I 

molestation be what 

unmanageable within 

abuse. Could Larry's treatment be at 

lost everything? Could that session of 

caused my symptoms to become completely 

days of returning from Cleveland? I can't 

say and I'll never know. Regardless, I fought for over a 

decade to recover and get some semblance of life back. I lost 

my career. I lost my passion. I nearly lost my home. I 

became a professional patient seeing doctors hundreds of times 

a year to just survive. Although with all of that medical 

treatment, 

therapist, 

to have me 

vagina. 

no other doctor, not an osteopath, a massage 

acupuncturist, or chiropractor found it necessary 

completely nude nor put their hands inside my 

In 2013, I serendipitously discovered that my health 

is much better in France, so I left everything behind and 

moved abroad. I restarted my life. It was truly my 

renaissance. 

When the first allegations came out, I couldn't 

believe that Larry could possibly be what he was being accused 

of -- accused of being. Especially because it also meant 

coming to terms with what he had done to me in the process. 

It meant identifying myself as a victim of sexual abuse. This 

is someone I felt like I knew, we had stayed in touch over the 

years. I watched his kids grow up via photos and stories. 

Instagram frequently reminds me that no one has liked as many 

1•• 
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of my photos as Larry has. Lovely. It took me months of 

hearing voice after voice describe exactly what Larry had done 

to me, seemingly play-by-play, to put the pieces together and 

finally confront the gnawing voice that had haunted me since 

that treatment table 15 years ago. Something just wasn't 

right. He hadn't treated me at all. He didn't try to fix me. 

There was no sound medical explanation to be found. He had 

abused me. 

As I came to terms with this reality, PTSD and 

anxiety flooded my world. After losing nearly everything due 

to injury and illness and completely starting over, I've found 

myself again fighting to function. Back in the trenches. 

Crying myself to sleep, or simply unable to close my eyes 

because that where the flashbacks would come. Simply laying 

down provokes immediate flashbacks, for it is at night, in the 

darkness, that the monsters come out to play. I relive that 

treatment on nearly a daily basis. So, while it may have only 

happened once, I have experienced it hundreds of time. When 

my husband touches me, even just on the arm, I often jump and 

burst into tears. Intimacy is nearly impossible. 

I wish I had come out unscathed from my encounters 

with Larry and that I weren't part of this army of survivors, 

yet it is an army that I am so proud of and inspired by each 

and every day. One that gives me hope, and one that has 

helped me go from feeling powerless to powerful. That is 
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helping me find purpose, a voice, and a battle cry. And one 

that helped me be here today. 

While I still may be in the trenches, I was raised 

as a gymnast. And gymnasts don't give up. 

I'll fiercely battle until Larry, and those that 

enabled him, cast no more darkness on this second chance at 

life that I've fought so hard to have. And, I'll fiercely 

battle until real change comes. It should not have taken 20 

years to stop this man. It should not have taken 37,000 

images for anyone to believe -- to begin to believe reports of 

abuse. It should not have taken five weeks until the 

authorities were contacted. It should not have taken all of 

this time for board members and presidents to resign. It 

should not have taken over 150 voices for the world to listen. 

We must not leave these courtrooms unchanged. We must not 

stop here. We must not stop till all parties responsible are 

held accountable. We must not find ourselves here again. 

Your Honor, may I address the defendant? 

THE COURT: You may. 

MS. VIGOGNE: The very things you exploited, Larry, 

our tenacity, our resilience, our sheer grit and determination 

to push through pain, are the very things that have literally 

enchained you. You may have found the perfect storm in which 

you could flourish, but the winds have changed and you now 

square in the path of your own destruction. I flew across an 
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ocean just to be able to be here, to stand here and look you 

in the eye. I needed to see you for who you really are, not 

the kind of man I thought I knew, not the healer I thought I 

could trust, but the monster that I now confront daily. I 

needed to use my voice. I needed to take back the power. 

I do hope, however, sincerely, that you too see 

yourself for who you really are. That you stop trying to 

convince yourself that you're the good guy, and that you can 

see what you have really done. Come to terms with what has 

happened in our lives as a result. Then and only then will 

you be able to seek forgiveness and embark on your own, 

necessary journey of repair. I do hope that, through the 

grace of God, the evil in you will be snuffed out, the 

delusions will be squelched and that there will be some sort 

of beauty that can be fashioned from the ashes that remain. 

There is no magical force that can right these 

wrongs. Time does not automatically heal. Evil does not 

recede on its own. It must be overcome, it must be forced to 

retreat. We all have an obligation to be part of that force 

that will bring forth change, both here in this courtroom, 

both out there where there is still so much work to be done. 

This did not occur in a vacuum. 

And, while a sentencing does not and cannot right 

his countless wrongs, it does not and cannot erase the scares 

that we carry, it does, however, send a message that must not 
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be underestimated. I ask that you had down the maximum 

sentence possible, not because we must assure that he never 

walk free again, as that is already assured thankfully, but 

because it says that every survivor is important. That every 

count matters. That those who inflict wounds and leave scars 

on the most vulnerable don't get to get away with it. 

Justice, albeit incomplete, must be served. 

Finally, Your Honor, as I reflect back on all of the 

lies, the deception, the grooming, as I prepare -- while I 

search the internet for the best stores and car seats, I also 

search the internet for resources to teach a toddler, because 

imagine that's about as early as we can start, how to not just 

own our body, how to not just know to say no, but also, how to 

watch out for signs of grooming. How to know that often the 

most dangerous people in our lives are the ones that we trust, 

the ones that we know. 

I've also discovered that there was one thing that 

Larry got right. We do know the difference between sexual and 

therapeutic touch. For some, they knew immediately and were 

shamefully ignored and silenced. For others, it took years to 

strip away the grooming and see it for what it was. But, 

there we are, en masse, telling the word that his treatments 

were not therapeutic. His touch was not medical. That you, 

Larry, are a sexual predator and your time is up. Our time is 

now. And, did I mention, that we are tenacious? 
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Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Well, Melissa, thank you for being here 

and to your husband for accompanying you. I think you 

certainly have come the longest physical distance on your 

journey. I agree with you that sentencing, no matter what it 

is, is not going to be able to address all of the wrongs and 

• 
all of the hurts that have occurred. Hopefully, the ability 

to give impact statements will be helpful on the healing 

process. I agree with you, I think that each voice and each 

story do make a difference, and they will certainly be 

considered in terms of deciding what the sentence will be. 

Thank you for having the bravery to come here. And 

I hope that your journey will physically and emotionally, here 

today, is helpful to you. 

MS. VIGOGNE: Thank you very much. 

THE COURT: And, congratulations. 

MS. VIGOGNE: Thank you. 

THE COURT: Thank you. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next survivors you 

will hear from are two sisters. And, actually, their third 

sister spoke at the Ingham County sentencing. And, I confirm 

everyone is comfortable with being publicly identified. Is 

that accurate? Okay. 

I have with me here, Lauren Margraves and Madison 

Margraves, and their mother and father. And I'll let them 
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introduce themselves as well for the record. 

MR. MARGRAVES: Randall Margraves. 

MS. S. MARGRAVES: Sherry Margraves. 

MS. POVILAITIS: I have photographs, Your Honor, of 

both sisters. 

Your Honor, the first speaker will be Lauren 

Margraves. And I have for the record her photograph displayed 

on the screen. 

MS. L. MARGRAVES: So, I just want to thank you for 

letting us speak. This last year and a half of my life has 

been a crazy whirlwind. And there is no reason that it should 

have been this way. When all of the news broke over this 

scandal that a girl who had Larry Nassar as her doctor 

reported sexual misconduct, my mind immediately thought about 

the time when I was 13, just a kid, laying on the table at MSU 

and you put your ungloved hands all over my rear and slipped 

your thumb into the most private area of my body. I saw you 

for multiple injuries, minor ones, but when I had a pretty bad 

injury when I was 13, I pulled my hamstring and I broke the 

bone it was attached to up in my pelvis. And, unfortunately, 

you were my doctor. The whole time since then I had thought, 

I guess that was an accident, since that was where my injury 

wasp but you never even apologized for doing it. You never 

said anything or even told me you were going to put your hands 

so for up my shorts. And I know now that it was no accident. 
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When the number of girls reporting' their horrible 

experiences kept rising and this whole story got bigger and 

bigger, all I can think is how surreal it all has 

can't believe a grown man would do these horrible 

many young girls and young women. And when I saw 

been. I 

things to so 

all of the 

names of the people on the list that was released I wanted to 

cry. Those girls are my friends and they are literally my 

sisters and that I competed with at Twistars and I had great 

friendships with all of them. And I trusted you, my parents 

trusted you, my two sisters who also had unfortunate 

experiences with you, trusted you. And now I feel like I will 

never be able to trust another man ever again, whether it be a 

romantic partner or another doctor I am forced to see. 

My two sisters and I have had such a hard time just 

trying to talk to each other about this since we all had bad 

experiences with you. Just trying to focus on my studies this 

last couple month, I'm a full-time student at CMU, it's been 

nearly impossible. It's all I can think about and my stress 

and anxiety has skyrocketed. Most of my classes we have to 

talk about, you know, what's on the news, what's going on, and 

everybody keeps talking about the Nassar case and they don't 

know that I'm part of that. So, it's difficult. 

My parents are heartbroken and filled with regret. 

All three of their children were victims of you. And they 

wish so badly that they would have taken us somewhere else to 
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get-care. And when more headlines are published every day, 

and more front page newspapers and your face is everywhere, I 

see the look in their faces and I know they want to be able to 

do something, but they can't. The guilty they have will never 

go away. And all this is because of you. Nothing can ever be 

done to undo what you did to my sisters and me and my friends. 

But you thought that since you were a doctor that 

you would never have to pay the price and that you could just 

do the things you did because of your position, but how wrong 

you.were. You have underestimated how powerful and strong all 

of us are. And I'm so glad you will never walk the earth as a 

free man ever again, because honestly you are poison to this 

earth. I just want you to know that you are nothing to me or 

anyone on this planet, for a matter of fact. And I will not 

let your unforgiveable acts define me or effect my success in 

life. I am better than you and every young woman who has 

stood up against you is better than you. 

To everyone who helped get you behind bars, Judge 

Cunningham and Judge Aquilina, I thank you. To my parents, 

and to all the people who have supported my sisters and I 

thought this, I thank you. To all the women who stood up to 

you and the women around the world who have stood up to others 

like you, I thank you. To all of their parents of the victims 

andto the world who is supporting the survivors, I want to 

thank you. But to you, Larry Nassar, I just hope you live a 
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long slow life in that prison. Time's up. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next speaker will 

be Lauren's sister, Madison. 

MS. M. MADISON: Okay. I first would like to thank 

you for giving us all the opportunity to let our voices be 

heard during this difficult time. But, really it's been more 

than just a difficult time. I really feel that my entire 

family has gone through hell and back these last few months 

because of what Larry Nassar did to both of my sisters and I 

years ago. 

I have known Larry Nassar for most of my life. He 

once was someone I had always trusted. I first met him when I 

was a young gymnast that competed for Twistars. I remember 

being a kid playing outside of his training room while he 

treated one of my sisters for an injury. I remember that when 

I broke my arm later on in my life that he was my doctor. I 

remember going through a very painful back injury in the 

spring of 2014 during a high school softball season. I 

remember how excited I was to hear that Nassar would be 

treating me, not only because he was someone that I was 

familiar with, but also because by this time I now knew that 

he was known as the best of the best. I truly couldn't 

believe that I would be in the presence of an Olympic trainer. 

I began to see him for my back quite regularly between 2014 

and 2016. At that time he had my full trust. 
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During all of my many visits in Nassar's office at 

MSU_Sports Med, one of my parents was always in the room, so 

even when things seemed to make me uncomfortable I never 

thought anything of it. As many women here may know, having a 

male doctor for anything can sometimes be awkward no matter 

what. He was a world-renowned doctor after all, so how could 

he ever do anything wrong? Besides, I was just a high 

schooler, I didn't know anything about proper medical 

practices. These are the things I was thinking during the 

time that I was being treated by Nassar. 

Like many other survivors, I was assaulted by Larry 

Nassar and didn't even know it. Looking back now, I've 

realized all the signs that I missed which might haunt me 

forever. I remember one of the appointments where he 

assaulted me, that I was asked to change into a pair of baggy 

shorts which he had provided. Before leaving the room so that 

I could change, I remember he made a comment to my mother and 

I about how one time he had a young patient who was so 

comfortable around him that she would just undress herself in 

front of him without hesitation. He said it in his typical 

Larry Nassar way, while laughing and joking and faking being 

the likeable, trusted person that he presented himself to be. 

I remember thinking to myself right then how absolutely 

bizarre it was that he had just said what he said. Later at 

that appointment, I was told, I am going to be reaching an 
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uncomfortable area. Then, without gloves, Nassar accidentally 

touched me in a place where no man has any business being 

without permission. 

Fast forward towards the ending of his career at MSU 

Sports Med, about two years after my first appointment with 

him, my back was still not better. After feeling like we had 

tried all that we could try, Nassar finally revealed that 

there was one more thing left to do. He proceeded to grab a 

piece of paper which showed a rough sketch of an outline of a 

person. He suggested acupuncture and told my mother and I 

that this is a treatment that sometimes has a great success 

so, of course, we were hopeful. He said that with the way 

acupuncture works, wherever the area of pain was, the needles 

had.to go in the opposite side of the body. He said that this 

meant that because I had back pain, he would need to put the 

needles on my vagina. With no coverage, no gloves, underwear 

and pants down to my thighs, my entire vagina was completely 

exposed to him. As uncomfortable as this was back then, I 

never thought he was doing something wrong. Now, finding out 

all this time after that he was, in fact, not performing that 

practice correctly or appropriately, I constantly find myself 

becoming nauseous anytime I have to relive that day. 

If you were to tell me when this case was first 

unfolding that I would be a part of the roughly 200 young 

women that were affected by Nassar's disgusting, monstrous, 

• 23 

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 257 of 704



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

and abusive actions, I would not have believed you. At the 

time, I just could not wrap my head around everything that he 

had-done because he was my doctor and I had trusted him so 

much. However, even though it took me so long to finally come 

to terms with the reality of what happened to all of us 

survivors, here I am. 

I would like to take this time to thank all the 

strong and courageous young women who shared their stories 

before me. Without you, and without seeing that other people 

were going through what I have been going through, I would 

have never found the strength to speak today. You showed me 

that I am not alone. You showed me that there is power in a 

voice. I will forever be grateful for that. 

To my parents, thank you for all your love and 

support through all of this. You have done everything that a 

parent could ever do. I love you. 

To Larry Nassar, I want you to know that you no 

longer hold power over me or my thoughts. 

Thank you, Judge Cunningham, for allowing me to 

share my story today. 

THE COURT: Well, Lauren, Madison, thank you for 

having the courage to be here today. Hopefully, when this 

process is completed and the sentencing occurs a lot of the 

media attention in terms of what you described of constantly 

seeing the defendant's face on TV, hopefully, that will 
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alleviate some of the anxiety that have both been feeling and 

allow you, Lauren, to get back to school. I can't imagine for 

both of you and your families and everyone, it's very 

difficult to concentrate and think about anything else. But 

you have each other, you have your sister. Mr. and Mrs. 

Margraves, thank you for being here today. Thank you for 

letting us hear your voice. 

MR. MARGRAVES: Judge, would a distraught father 

have a chance to say something? 

THE COURT: Go ahead, sir. 

MR. MARGRAVES: You, son of a bitch. 

THE COURT: No, we, we, we don't want to swear. We 

don't want to have profanity. I can't imagine the anger and 

the anxiety and the feeling of wanting retribution, and if you 

need to say something to help you, I'm more than willing to 

let you say something, but in a courtroom we, we try -- we 

don't use profanity. But if you have some words that you 

would like to say, I would like to give you the opportunity to 

say them. 

MR. MARGRAVES: I would ask you, as part of the 

sentencing, to grant me five minutes in a locked room with 

this demon. 

THE COURT: I have a --

MR. MARGRAVES: Would you do that? 

THE COURT: That is not how our --

25 

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 259 of 704



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. MARGRAVES: Yes or no? 

THE COURT: No, sir, I can't do that. 

MR. MARGRAVES: Would you give me one minute? 

THE COURT: You know that I can't do that. That's 

now how our legal system --

MR. MARGRAVES: Well, I'm going to have to 

(At 9:07 a.m. - Mr. Margraves lunges at Defendant 

and is removed from courtroom - court recessed) 

(At 9:32 a.m. - court resumed) 

THE COURT: All right. 

We are back on the record in People versus Nassar, 

file 17-217-FC. 

Obviously, what just occurred in the courtroom was 

scary. And, it caused a lot of level of discomfort. And for 

all of you that are in the galley, I'm sorry that happened. 

I'm sorry that you had to experience it. I know myself, my 

heart start beating fast and my legs felt shaky because of 

that quick eruption of violence. 

This is such a unique case that involves hundreds of 

victims and, therefore, hundreds of family members, brothers, 

sisters, spouses, friends and to have watched the pain and the 

suffering of what loved ones have gone through is imaginable. 

And, I recognize that Mr. Margraves had three daughters that 

he has had to watch go through the pain and the hurt. We 

heard two of his daughters speak today, I understand his other 
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daughter spoke in Ingham County. And, so if it is hard and 

difficult for me to hear what his daughters have to say, I 

can't imagine what it is like for a parent. 

And, no one is making any excuses for what the 

defendant in this case; however, these are legal proceedings 

and the criminal justice system is doing what it is supposed 

to do. We are going to listen -- I am going to listen to all 

of the impact statements. I'm going to apply the law, and Mr. 

Nassar will be sentenced. That's our legal system. He has 

already been sentenced, as you all know, in federal court. 

That sentence will consume the rest of his natural life. He 

has been sentenced in Ingham County. The same thing. That is 

how our system works. We cannot react by using physical 

violence and assault against someone who is and has performed 

criminal acts. That's not how our system works. 

What Mr. Nassar did is horrible, it's unthinkable, 

but-please, let the criminal justice system do what it is 

supposed to do and issue the punishment that he should get. I 

know it is hard, but I need to ask all of you to try and not 

react in any physical way. It is not appropriate, it does not 

send the right message. It actually just causes more pain and 

more discomfort and, certainly, we have enough of that already 

in this courtroom as a result of the defendant's actions. 

Now, normally, we were going to take a break at 

10:30, but because of what occurred, I just want you to know 
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for purposes of planning, I'd like to go straight through 

until approximately noon, or whatever the natural breaking 

point would be. 

Ms. Povilaitis is that okay with you? 

MS. POVILAITIS: I think that would be fine. We may 

need a restroom break, but I'll let you know. 

THE COURT: Mr. Newburg? 

MR. NEWBURG: That's fine, Judge. 

THE COURT: All right. 

So if we all can just take a deep breath and let's 

get'back to the business of why we are here. May I please 

have the individual to give me the next impact statement. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, it is my understanding 

that the next speaker is going to be publicly identified, is 

that correct? 

THE COURT: Pardon me? 

MS. POVILAITIS: She's going to be publicly 

identified. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. POVILAITIS: I have two photographs, actually, 

two slides that she's asked us to display. The first I put on 

the screen, this is Taylor, is it Helber? 

MS. HELBER: Yes. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Helber, okay. 

And her coach is here, can you tell us your name. 
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MS. KRETSCHMER: 

MS. POVILAITIS: 

MS. KRETSCHMER: 

Claudia Kretchner. 

Can you spell that please? 

K-r-e-t-s-c-h-m-e-r. 

THE COURT: Whenever you're ready Taylor. 

MS. HELBER: Thank you. 

As I sat in the back of this courtroom preparing 

myself to speak, I couldn't help but compare the feeling to 

the feeling I would get right before a beam routine at a 

gymnastics meet. The nervous energy, the slight fear, the 

intense focus, the excitement. I remember always -- I was 

always so excited to compete beam, it was the one thing I knew 

how to do right. But every time, I would be a little fearful, 

I didn't want to fall. I didn't want to have to get back up. 

But-every time I'd either stick my routine and be happy, or 

I'd fall, get back up, finish the meet, move on to the next 

meet, using it as a learning experience to get better. This 

is all just another beam routine, this time I've fallen, I 

have to get back up and I have to move on in order to be 

better in the future. 

I want to start out by saying thank you. Thank you 

to my parents, my brothers, and my close friends, all of you 

have been incredibly supportive during this time. Thank you 

to this courtroom for allowing us all to come and share our 

words. Without this opportunity, I'm not sure I would have 

ever felt closure. And thank you to all of the survivors who 
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have shared their story. Your stories have inspired me to 

share my own and I hope that my story will inspire someone to 

share theirs someday. 

Larry, ever since I was young I remember having this 

innate self-confidence. I was so sure of myself. My mom 

would help me up the stairs, I'd walk back down and do it 

myself. This translated really well into the sport of 

gymnastics, which is a sport that requires a lot of self-

confidence. But gymnastics is also a sport of perfection. 

Nothing is ever good enough. A week off meant a week not 

spent bettering yourself. 

This is why so many of us went to Larry. If you 

were injured, you would do anything to get back to gymnastics. 

In 2007, when I was 12, I suffered two stress fractures in my 

spine and I was completely desperate. Go to Larry, everyone 

said, he's the best. He'll help you recover faster than any 

other doctor. We're so lucky he has an office so close by. 

That's what we all thought and that's what I still thought as 

the case began to come out before my world began unraveling. 

I remember the first day my mom told me of the 

accusations, we would joke about it. Thank God he didn't hurt 

me. Thank God you were in the room with me every time he'd do 

the procedure. Wow, I'm so lucky to have been spared. I even 

remember telling my close friends, yeah, he would do this 

weird procedure where he would press down there and massage 
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your back at the same time, but it wasn't abuse. This was 

when I was floating in open water. 

Then the case was further investigated and more and 

more young women came forward. I remember talking to my mom 

more as the case began to unravel. Remember all those weird 

things he would do. Why didn't you use gloves? Remember how 

he would make me change into the loose fitting shorts he kept 

in his office if I showed up in Spandex? Remember how I would 

squirm in discomfort when he did the procedure? Still I was 

in denial. 

I continued to watch the victim statements. I knew 

her. I competed with her. This is real. This is my life. 

They're telling my same story. This is when the riptide came. 

It felt like I was drowning and I couldn't save myself. How 

didn't I see this sooner? Why didn't I realize that this was 

sexual abuse? How didn't my family and I know at the time? 

How did he do this to me visit, after visit, after visit with 

my mom, my dad, my coach in the room with me? Was my back 

even fractured? The two doctors prior to Larry told me 

wasn't. 

Larry, you've turned my entire universe upside down. 

Everything I thought I knew about my past, and about myself 

has been altered in some way. You've caused me to call 

everything into question. You had the incredible power to 

abuse without the patient ever knowing. You made me feel 
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comfortable, like what you were doing was normal. I never 

thought to tell someone it made me uncomfortable. It was an 

inherently sexual procedure. What would it mean if I said I 

didn't like it? Would it make me different? Would it make me 

seem weird? My mom didn't question it, why would I? 

Today I question how this admission affects me 

today. Did my anxiety develop because a part of me always 

knew what was happening? Did I develop my deep need to feel 

in control of every situation because in those moments I felt 

completely powerless? 

You've caused me to question what defines sexual 

abuse. Whenever we think of sexual abuse, we automatically 

think of rape, we think of two people old enough to engage in 

sex•with one of the parties not giving consent. What this has 

all taught me is that we have to redefine the way we 

stereotypically think of sexual abuse. Sexual abuse can 

happen to a 12 year old. And it can happen without her 

knowing. Even still, even when I remind myself of this, I 

question, maybe it really was a medical procedure. Maybe I 

was the one patient who was spared. Does the fact that I 

didn't know it was abuse when I was 12 make it not count as 

sexual abuse? Should I have just never came forward about 

this? Am I being dramatic? Am I making this a big deal when 

it shouldn't be? 

The fact that I know have to live with this 
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psychonomy makes me constantly angry and confused. The whole 

thing makes me feel dirty, like I want to crawl out of my body 

and live in someone else's. This will and has made hundreds 

of girls questions how, why and if this happened to them. 

You've made them question, was I abused? Does mine count? 

This whole experience has made me realize that everyone's 

counts. And everyone's voice deserves to be heard. I now 

understand the entire notion behind victim blaming, because 

even on my best days I question myself and I think that maybe 

I deserved it for whatever reason. I make excuses for you to 

this day, Larry, and that is something that I try hard to and 

will, eventually, shake. My heart goes out to the many 

victims of sexual assault who aren't believed. Everyone's 

counts and everyone's voice deserves to be heard. 

For those who are hesitant to speak up or for those 

who feel that they need a community to talk to during this 

time, I've created an on-line forum for an open dialogue. 

This was created to spark an open conversation for those 

affected by Larry, but it's not limited to this 

encourage anyone to join. I shared my story on 

I've received an overwhelming amount of support 

see here. I don't know if you can read it, but 

instance and I 

the forum and 

which you can 

this is the 

amount of people who have reached out expressing support, and 

I can't thank everyone enough for holding me up during this 

difficult time. It's my hope that I can inspire someone else 
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to come out publicly about his or her struggle with sexual 

assault. The amount of messages I've received saying, "I 

admire how public you could be with your struggle, I was raped 

and I haven't told anyone", is shocking. It's a cultural 

issue that we must address. We shouldn't be silenced by fear 

or shame. Everyone's voice deserves to be heard and everyone 

deserves to be supported, which is why I can't thank this 

courtroom enough for allowing us to come speak because I think 

it's addressing the issue in a correct way. 

Larry, I hate what you've done. I hate that you 

touched me for your own pleasure. I hate that you touched me 

for your own pleasure with my mom in the room, unbeknownst to 

her. I hate that you've caused my parents pain, they question 

how they didn't see it when it was right in front of their 

faces. I hate that you took advantage of me and have now made 

my brothers question the safety of their older sister as they 

even try to wrap their minds around what happened. I hate 

that you manipulated an entire community of people. I hate 

that this will forever be something that I have to think 

about. But, most of all, I hate that you've temporarily 

shattered my self-confidence and my self-assuredness. You've 

fostered a mind rampant with self-doubt, self-blame and false 

self-hatred. 

Larry, your 175 year sentence pales in comparison to 

the-lives you've affected. But understand that we, your 
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victims, will move on, live normal lives, be strong, and make 

sure that pedophiles like you do not escape their judgment 

day. That they stand trial for the crimes they committed and 

pay the price. May God have mercy on you. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Taylor and coach, thank you for being 

here with her and being her support person. Thank you for 

having the courage to be here. I do hope that being here and 

making the statement today, does provide you closure, but I 

agree with you, that doesn't mean the issue is closed. It's 

just being opened. And I think it's just tremendous that 

you've created an on-line forum for a dialogue about, not just 

this case, but all of incidences of rape and sexual assault. 

Thank you. 

MS. HELBER: Thank you. 

THE COURT: While we're at a pause, to my friends 

over in the media, I forgot to ask you, when you do any shots 

of defendant's table, will you please make sure you do not 

zoom in on any of the paperwork. There's lists there that do 

contain information about some of the individuals that don't 

want their identity revealed. Don't want people to know who 

they are. So, they do have some papers sitting there, just be 

cognizant of that if you would please. Thank you. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, can you see this board 

that I have here. 

THE COURT: I can 
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MS. POVILAITIS: I could put it -- I don't want to 

block the other --

THE COURT: There. 

Yes, now I can see it. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next survivor we'll 

hear from is going to come through her parents. Megan Simon 

is no longer with us and her parents Jerry and Lavonda Simon 

are,here to speak and give her statement today. I have her 

photograph on the screen and they've also brought in a number 

of photographs of her competing in gymnastics. 

THE COURT: And you are Jerry? 

MR. SIMON: Yes, I am. 

THE COURT: Good morning. 

And you Lavonda? 

MS. SIMON: Lavonda. 

Good morning, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Thank you for being here. 

MS. POVILAITIS: And, one of the coaches is here as 

well and one of the family friend, daughter's friend is also a 

support person for the Simons. 

THE COURT: Thank you very much for being here. 

Whenever you feel comfortable go ahead and start, 

okay? 

MS. SIMON: Okay. 

I am here today to be a voice for my daughter. 
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Unfortunately, she cannot be here today because she passed 

away in April of 2012, at the young age of 23. When Megs was 

12 years old, prior to a meet in Las Vegas, the infamous Dr. 

Nassar treated her for a severe hamstring. Her dad and I were 

in the exam room with her as Larry explained the procedure and 

told us it would be very painful. As he proceeded to exam her 

with an ungloved hand, she grimaced but remain silent and 

endured the pain. Following the exam he wrapped her thigh and 

hip. She never spoke of the treatment. 

Between Las Vegas and Nationals in 2004, Larry 

continued his violation of our daughter. Prior to Nationals 

in 2004, she was treated again by Larry for two severely torn 

hamstrings. Her dad was in attendance for this next 

desecration of her body. She was again covered and violated 

with an ungloved hand. Again, Megan looked very tense, 

awkWard and anxious for the exam to be over. On two occasions 

she jerked and shot as he penetrated her on the table and 

quickly looked at her dad. Her dad asked her, "are you all 

right", and she quickly turned her head and looked out the 

window. Silent. 

Upon returning to the car, she told her dad that she 

would never go back to that doctor ever again. Her dad asked 

her why. And she said, I don't want to talk about it. 

Eventually, her doctors had to tell her -- huh? Is 

that the right spot? Just a second. Sorry, excuse me. 
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Okay, here we go, sorry. Little bit nervous. 

THE COURT: I understand. Take your time. 

MS. SIMON: Shortly after Nationals, coming home 

from school Megan, through no fault of her own, was involved 

in a near fatal accident. Her accident left her in a coma 

with traumatic brain injuries. She had 13 bleeds in her 

brain, collapsed lungs, broken collarbone and other multiple 

injuries. She never knew that Nationals would be her last 

competition. She (inaudible) everything she had done. She 

never knew that Nationals would be her last competition and 

had to learn everything that she had done, 16 years -- for 16 

years. Megan, as usual, remained strong and resolute. 

Through years of pain and rehab the beautiful smile, 

never leaving her face as she, again, endured the pain inside 

of herself. Eventually, her doctors had to tell her she could 

never do gymnastics again because she could not risk another 

brain injury. After learning this, she told her dad about her 

disgusting and ongoing violations that were being done by your 

hands, Larry. You. By the hands of you. You're a pedophile 

inmate. Dr. Nassar that she loved and trusted at one point in 

her life. And she swore her dad to secrecy, please don't tell 

mom. And he kept her secret until after her death. 

Megan knew the pain, the pain would be too intense 

for me -- for him to tell me. And that it wasn't her nature 

to hurt her parents any more than what had already been 
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endured. The memories, the tears, sleepless nights and broken 

hearts, all over again. They say God never gives you more 

than you can endure and we are a prime example of that, for 

sure. 

Now I stand before you, you a convicted pedophile, 

and you know it, I often wonder -- I often wonder how your 

wife and your three kids can survive what you've done to their 

lives, as well as all these beautiful women whose lives have 

forever been adversely affected by you. To me and others you 

are a disgusting, brutal, inhumane beast that has inflicted 

pain on those we love the most. 

I think you'll remember Larry that when Megan was in 

the hospital you brought her 

Olympic Team and you had all 

and she did appreciate that. 

a poster from the 2004 Women's 

of them sign well wishes to her 

I'm sure when Megan got to 

heaven she and God had a long discussion about you and he will 

deal with you accordingly. You, Larry, are a piss-poor excuse 

of a man. While you pray to your rosary, I hope you are 

praying for the young women whose lives that you have forever 

changed. Love you Megan. Miss you baby. 

THE COURT: Thank you so much. I can see how hard 

it was for you to come forward today, and I really appreciate 

you sharing your story with me. I really do. Thank you very 

much. 

MR. SIMON: Thank you, Your Honor. 
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MS. SIMON: Appreciate it. Thank you very much, 

Your Honor. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, I'd like to introduce 

the next survivor who will be speaking today. This is Mariah 

McClain and, is this spelled correctly? M-a-r-i-a-h, M-c-C-1-

a-i-n. 

THE COURT: Good morning. 

MS. McCLAIN: Good morning. Thank you, Your Honor, 

for allowing us to speak today. And thank you to all of the 

survivors who have come forward and have been brave enough to, 

to share your story. 

I was watching Oprah Winfrey's Golden Globe speech 

on times up and felt something in me move. Sure, I've heard 

me too and times up used as hashtags and to help publicize a 

necessary movement of women ready to stand up against their 

abusers. But this time I was moved in a different way, almost 

like Oprah herself was addressing my issue. I started to 

think of the chiropractor I have recently begun to go to and 

remembering nearly jumping off the table when the doctor 

touched my back. "Are my hands cold?" He asked, confused. 

"Yeah, sorry." I lied. I was afraid of him. 

I thought even further back to when I got my first 

professional massage as a form of self-care against my anxiety 

and depression, only to be more anxious than relaxed when I 

realized I had a male masseuse. He laughed at me when he saw 
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that I had left almost all of my clothes on because he didn't 

understand. At the time, neither did I. I was embarrassed 

several times for being so jumpy around what were probably 

nice and professional men, however, as I watched Oprah speak, 

I remembered it. The reason I could be so on edge during a 

professional office visit. A visit -- Your Honor, may I 

address the defendant? 

THE COURT: You may. 

MS. McCLAIN: A visit to your office at the MSU 

Sports Medicine Clinic in 2010. I was only there once. At 

the age of 14, I went to see you as a dancer. I'm 22 and this 

visit still plagues my daily life. 

The detective I called my particular incident with 

you, sexual contact. I was lucky. I didn't endure what a 

majority of these beautiful, resilient women who have come 

forward against their sexual abuser endured. 

That day in your office my mom sat there. You made 

jokes during my treatment that were somehow supposed to 

justify groping my butt the entire time. You acted like 

rubbing and poking my butt was a part of treatment. I felt 

uncomfortable, but because you were a professional, and 

because my mom didn't seem to notice anything wrong, I went 

with it. It wasn't until I walked out of your room and you 

slapped my butt, that I knew everything had been wrong. 

Now at 22, I was ready to report you. No matter how 
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many years ago this had happened. I didn't want you to get to 

other women, if you hadn't already. I didn't know. When I 

asked my boyfriend to help me find your name again, what a 

coincidence to see your face in a news article. These 

thoughts I had suppressed for years resurfaced with a 

vengeance, and now an adult and cognoscente of what you did, I 

feel violated all over again. It wasn't just the physical 

contact you made, it was the cocky power was asserted. The 

audacity of someone so egotistical they could feel me up in 

front of my mom. The power and the privilege that you 

received in America in addition to your sick and twisted mind 

that even made you think you had that type of power. You did 

it because you could and that will forever form how I think 

and act and how I move in spaces. 

I almost didn't come to give a statement today 

because I felt what I went through has been less than those of 

other women. But, I realize that's the type of thinking that 

makes a women like me go through this world normalizing 

atrocities. I am also purposely bringing race into my 

statement to remind everyone here that all intersections and 

power dynamics play a part in circumstances like this one. I 

want to recreate the moment for you all, because it wasn't 

just what happened in the office, it was reporting it. I 

wanted to recreate for you all when my heart raced as I even 

looked up a police department to report Nassar. When it 
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almost thumped out of my chest when I hit the police 

department and I knew they would come to my house. Was I 

really asking the police to come to my house as a black woman 

when every 28 hours a black person is killed by police or 

vigilante? 

To note, the police department and MSU detective and 

the AG Department have been amazing. 

However, being here in Charlotte is even a sacrifice 

to me, where 93% of the population is white and a whopping 1% 

black. 

These types of thoughts make coming forward against 

sexual harassment and assault all the more difficult. But 

like 200 strong women, I did it too. 

Nassar, you have taken a toll, but I am learning how 

to regain strength in many other ways. In ways I'm assuming 

you will never know, because your power was superficial. I 

want you to know it wasn't real power. What women have, 

inherently, is real power. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Thank you very much for being here 

today, Mariah. I'm glad that you made the decision to come. 

You're right, every voice counts and your statement was very 

powerful and I appreciate you sharing it with me. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next survivor to 

speak has decided to be publicly identified. This is Brittney 

Schumann. B-r-i-t-t-n-e-y, last name, S-c-h-u-m-a-n-n. This 
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is her husband Mark, accompanying her to the podium. 

THE COURT: I'm sorry, who is with her? 

MS. POVILAITIS: Her husband, Mark Schumann. 

THE COURT: Oh, thank you for being here Mark, as a 

support person. Brittney, whenever you're ready. 

MS. SCHUMANN: Thank you, Your Honor, for the 

opportunity to present a statement here today. As most 

involved in the sport know gymnastics is very difficult 

emotionally, physically and mentally. Larry should know this 

best of all, dealing with thousands of athletes across his 

career. 

I'd like to start today by looking back at my 

career. I had talent and excelled from a young age reaching 

the elite national team at age 11. This was the age that I 

was invited to my first National Team Training Camp in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma. The Ranch did not exist yet as the National Team 

Training Center at that time. I experienced many successes 

through my time in the sport, but for some reason while going 

through it and after my career I saw it overall as a failure. 

You see, when you reach the elite level and are on the 

National team, the dream of going to the Olympics becomes more 

real and the ultimate goal. Gymnastics is your life and 

sometimes it is hard to see anything after that. I made the 

2001 World Championship Team. I was sure I was on my way to 

that ultimate goal. My journey to get there, however, was not 
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an easy one. 

A few months before trials, I had an accident in 

practice resulting in a severe facial injury requiring 

emergent surgical correction. I didn't let this stop me. I 

continued to train and petitioned into World Trials. My 

prayers and hard work were answered and I made the team. One 

week before I was to leave to a week of training camp at The 

Ranch, followed by traveling to the championships, I fell off 

bars and broke my arm, again needing emergent surgical 

correction. I was devastated. 

Over the next two years, I continued to train and 

tried to come back and even was given another assignment to 

compete internationally. Again, I thought I was on my way 

back, and while at the competition I hurt both ankles at the 

same time badly enough that I had to return home, again, for 

surgical correction. 

I made the tough decision after this injury that 

while I was healthy enough I wanted to go to 

athletic scholarship. I gave up my dream of 

went to college. I looked back on my career 

college on an 

the Olympics and 

not understanding 

why these things have happened. Physically I could do most 

anything my coach would teach me, but mentally there was 

something holding me back, not allowing me to show the world 

what I felt was my best performance. Each time I pushed 

through the mental side of the sport and was one step closer 
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to my dream of the Olympics, it seemed I would physically get 

hurt. I simply couldn't win. 

This was extremely touch and I battled depression 

for many years, prayed daily and still couldn't understand why 

I had failed. I tell you this story because for the first 

time in my life, last week, I felt thankful for my lack of 

what I considered success in the sport and I felt at peace. 

You see, when I was just 11 years old at my first National 

Team Training Camp, I met Larry Nassar and, unfortunately, had 

a hamstring injury during the camp. I was sent to the 

training room where it was just he and I. I was lying on my 

belly receiving treatment on my hamstring when Larry's 

ungloved fingers penetrated my vagina. Before I could really 

react to what was happening he was quick to say, this may be 

uncomfortable or weird, but this is the best kind of treatment 

for this kind of injury. This happened again a second time 

the next day. 

Thankfully, in the future, during the many training 

camps and competitions where Larry was present, I did not have 

to seek medical treatment. I was generally healthy until the 

injuries I shared with you above at the end of my elite 

career. 

I am a believer in divine intervention. After 

listening to the powerful statements last week, it brought me 

peace and the ability to be thankful for what I considered a 
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failed career due to the thought that if I had not been 

injured and did not actually go to World Championships or even 

the Olympics, would Larry have abused me again, or done 

something worse? After hearing the stories of even worse 

abuse that occurred to those who were fortunate enough to see 

their dream come true as Olympians, I was thankful that mine 

had not. I believe those road blocks as painful physically, 

emotionally, and mentally as they were, was God stepping in 

and protecting me from more harm from Larry? God had a 

different purpose for me and my life. 

Today, I am a wife, mother and a practicing 

physician. A practicing OB/GYN. I provide care, education 

and empowerment to women on a daily basis. This is what 

compelled me today to make a statement today. I am making 

that statement because by staying anonymous how can I say that 

I am an advocate for women's health and encourage my patients 

to be empowered if I can't do it for myself? 

I am here today to say to Larry, you are a disgrace 

to our profession. How dare you say you were a good doctor 

and were providing treatments? In an interview you once said 

you have done thousands of vaginal exams. Anyone in the 

medical professional would ask, why? You were a sports 

medicine doctor. Anyone would agree with me. There are no 

valid reasons to penetrate an adolescent girl's introitus for 

a sports injury with the exception of maybe a straddle injury. 

47 

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 281 of 704



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

You are fooling no one. 

As a physician who performs these types'of exams 

daily on a wide range of age of females, these were not 

treatments. The decision to perform an exam on this type is 

not taken lightly and often requires taking the time to 

discuss with the patient and parent whether this exam is 

absolutely vital. This claim is just another way you are 

trying to manipulate the public and judges to believe your 

sick and twisted lies. What happened to informed consent, 

parental consent, chaperones, and the first responsibility as 

a physician to do no harm? Shame on you. I know what 

training comes with becoming a physician, including within 

different specialties. No physician would back your claim 

that these were necessary and true treatments. Every 

physician knows that to provide treatment without consent or 

knowledge of that procedure is assault. You assaulted me. 

In my situation, regardless of your claim that you 

were performing a procedure is irrelevant. There is no 

justification. I had no knowledge of what you were about to 

do and you certainly did not have my consent. You took vows 

to clip no harm and to keep the patient's best interest at the 

forefront of treatment. You broke these vows and caused harm 

hundreds of times. Again, shame on you. 

Shame on USA Gymnastics for putting adolescent, 

innocent girls in a situation where a male physician can be 
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alone in their hotel room or training room under the guise of 

treatment. How dare you try to say we, the survivors, are 

trying to capitalize on monetary gain or exaggerate our story 

for media purposes? Again, just another example of how you 

are still trying to manipulate, damage and take advantage of a 

vulnerable population. You have vastly underestimated us. 

You are clearly not sorry for what you have done. You are 

sorry you were caught. You and the other parties who are 

responsible need to be held accountable. Shame on USA 

Gymnastics and Michigan State University for standing by you 

without question when allegations were brought about. 

To all the people who have said they blame the 

parents and coaches of the athletes or state that you don't 

understand why more girls and women did not come forward, this 

next message is for you. I know this nightmare is hard to 

understand. Believe me, as a parent myself I have a hard time 

understanding how this could have occurred with one of my 

children. But I lived in this world and survived his abuse. 

USA Gymnastics created an environment that was completely 

isolated. Parents did not attend training camps and were kept 

separate from athletes during competitions. 

I know there are exceptions, but for the most part, 

coaches are good people trying to help their athlete succeed 

and they also put their trust in USA Gymnastics and Larry 

Nassar. This abuse was so successfully normalized that by the 
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time I was 16 years old, at one of the camps, I remember 

sitting in a room with my fellow teammates and many of us 

stating that we received similar treatments from Larry for 

similar injuries. It was hard to think that it was all that 

abnormal. He took advantage of a vulnerable innocent 

population over and over. 

I understand why many girls may not have told 

anybody or what had happened because in our world it didn't 

necessarily seem unusual. It is not until later in life when 

you are a mature adult that you realize how wrong it all was. 

I wish I could go back to my 11 year old self and tell her to 

tell someone, make sure she knew that it was wrong. Perhaps 

then, 20 years would not have gone by where hundreds of other 

girls had to experience similar or worse treatments as I did. 

Perhaps a father and a fellow gymnast would not have taken 

their own lives. That is a guilt and sadness that I feel 

daily now. Then I have to remind myself I was just an 11 year 

old.. innocent girl trying to pursue such an impossible dream. 

You, Larry, USA Gymnastics and Michigan State University are 

the ones who are responsible. You all should be held 

accountable. I urge you today, Judge, to sentence Larry to 

the harshest punishment possible by law and urge that the 

others accountable are investigated and have to answer to 

their failed actions. 

Larry, in the end, I and we, my fellow survivors, 
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have won. We are strong, have a voice and are making a 

difference for girls and women in our sport. I will continue 

to care for and educate my patients about their bodies and 

empower them to stand up for themselves. I will continue to 

honor my commitment to do no harm and keep my patient's best 

interest first, the two vital promises all physicians make 

that you failed hundreds of times over. Physicians at large 

good people with good intentions, unfortunately, someone like 

you tarnishes the trust we all work so hard daily to earn. It 

is a privilege and honor to be able to take care of women in 

their time of need. You have abused that privilege and lost 

the. honor of very being referred to as a physician more than 

20 years ago. No apology will ever be enough. The 

accountability starts now with you and will continue until the 

sport we all love and dedicated our lives to is safe for 

future generations. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Thank you very much for being here 

today. I am very glad you made the decision to come forward 

to advocate, not just for yourself, but to advocate for all 

the other women. As lay people, we do hear the phrase, do no 

harm, as the oath that doctors take, but you have a unique 

understanding of the education and the training and the oath 

that you took, and I'm sure that also brings with it a level 

of hurt knowing that this doctor violated that oath. But we 

are grateful that we have a doctor like you who understands 
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the oath and you'll provide to your patients an understanding 

and empathy that many doctors cannot tap into. And, so, I 

really appreciate you being here today and I appreciate, Mark, 

you being here with her. Thank you very much. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next survivor you 

will hear from has requested to be anonymous. And I just want 

to clarify though, do you wish to not have your photograph or 

face videographed? Videotaped? 

VICTIM NUMBER 235: My picture's fine, just not my 

face. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Okay. 

So I would ask if the cameras can point either to 

the Judge or the defendant, I think the picture she is okay 

with me displaying without her name. We have identified her 

as Victim Number 235. 

THE COURT: Victim Number 235, do you -- is it okay 

if your voice is heard? 

VICTIM NUMBER 235: Yes. 

THE COURT: Yeah. So, what we're asking then is 

that it's the photo that's up on the screen, but not what she 

looks like today standing here. But you can record and 

disseminate her words as she talks. Okay? 

MS. POVILAITIS: And, Your Honor, her mother and 

step-father are here to support her at the podium. 

THE COURT: Thank you very much for being with her 
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today. Whenever you're ready, I'm ready to listen. Okay? 

VICTIM NUMBER 235: Thank you. 

Judge Cunningham, thank you giving us all the time 

to speak and listen to our stories despite the many 

similarities between them all. I also wanted to thank those 

who came before me, both in Ingham County and on Wednesday. 

All of the young ladies who told their stories are to be 

considered heroes, not only because they had enough courage to 

speak up, but also because they helped so many others by doing 

so. It took me listening to some of the other girls to really 

understand what happened to me. I'm not sure I still fully 

have comprehended it all. I'm trying to pick up and sort out 

all of the pieces as memories come flooding back. 

I started gymnastics at a very young age, and would 

have the occasional sprained ankle or excessive bruising from 

repeated falling and getting back up. It kept me busy as a 

child and helped me to develop passionate feelings and great 

time management skills; however, I fell in love with dance, 

ballet especially. I switched studios in the fourth grade to 

one that was focused solely on dance and became a competitive 

dancer. I would dance up to four nights a week and up to ten 

hours a day on the weekends. 

When I was 15, a sophomore in high school, I started 

to experience severe back pain. Pain that would shoot down 

into my legs so bad that I would fall to the ground. My 
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parents took me to every doctor in the area they knew. Many 

of whom said there wasn't anything wrong and perhaps dance 

just wasn't for me. Perhaps I should find a new hobby. But 

dance wasn't a hobby for me. It was my life. My mom turned 

to all resources she could, back to the gym I first started 

where we were recommended to Larry Nassar. 

I remember walking into his office at MSU. The 

walls were filled with special autographs. Autographs from 

Olympic gymnasts that I grew up seeing. There was one room 

that had a special picture of ballerinas on the wall. That 

was my favorite. 

Larry was so kind and so welcoming, understanding 

our frustration with other doctors who told me they couldn't 

help. He spoke to me from a dancer's perspective, even using 

ballet terminology, something that doctors, especially male 

doctors never did. 

The appointments themselves are now a blur to me. 

I'm trying my best to sort them out as little pieces come 

back. However, I do remember the procedure he did to me. It 

happened more than once, because I remember after a while that 

it was normal for our visits. The office assistants would 

give me baggy clothes to put on. I thought that now brings 

back horrible feels in my stomach because I now know what 

those oversized clothes meant. He would have me lay on my 

stomach with his body hovering over me and acting as a barrier 
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between my mom and I, while he penetrated me with his fingers 

from behind. I would do anything to go back to that moment to 

have even a second of eye contact with my mom because she 

would have seen the pain and the uncomfortable feelings I was 

experiencing. 

For over a year my mom and I would travel close to 

once a week from Bay City to Lansing for appointments with 

Larry or other specialists he referred us to. During this 

period of time I had missed a lot of school and needed to get 

two study hall periods to allow time for all of my 

appointments. I needed to sleep in a reclining chair because 

laying in a bed hurt so bad. I'm thankful for Larry and the 

resources he connected me to for such -- to overcome such a 

terrible injury. But the actual appointments with him caused 

more pain than healing. 

I would like to address the defendant if I may? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

VICTIM NUMBER 235: Larry, you took advantage of me 

during the time that is already extremely hard in most girls' 

lives. Early high school years can be daunting and taxing on 

adolescent feelings already and you played right into my 

naivety. You knew just how much dancing meant to me, so I 

would do anything to dance one more day. For many years after 

that, and up until a few weeks ago, I thought you weren't 

abusing me, you were simply performing a miracle. So I kept 
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quiet about any feelings I had, put my head down and pushed 

forward with life. I even went as far as to defend you at the 

start of all of the allegations. I was a part of your act. 

I'm embarrassed that I ever thought you were a good 

person, a doctor and a miracle worker. I feel a sense of 

guilt for sending girls to you. Girls that looked to me --

girls that I looked to as little sisters. In the last few 

weeks you have completely turned my world upside down. Not 

only did you take advantage of me, but you also took advantage 

of hundreds of parents who felt helpless as their daughters 

were in unbearable pain 

deceived the world, but 

I'm currently 

for your own sense of pleasure. You 

your act has come to an end. 

a student at MSU working on my 

Master's Degree in social work. I remember the exact moment I 

was accepted to MSU. It was a dream come true because of 

their incredible reputation. Similar to the feelings I had 

when I was a patient of Larry Nassar, I feel extremely blessed 

-- or I felt extremely blessed to be under the care of someone 

who has such an amazing reputation in the medical world and 

the world of sports like gymnastics and dance. 

Like my feelings towards you, Larry, my feelings 

towards MSU have changed as well, and I feel hurt and 

betrayed. I have overwhelming anxiety even stepping foot on 

campus, making my attendance at class is extremely difficult. 

However, I'm going to stay true to the professional I love, 
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and I'm going to be strong and continue my education so I can 

be there for my clients one hundred percent. 

Even before my time at MSU I would struggle everyday 

with the anxiety and trust issues. I would get really worked 

up over small things like academic exams or a trip to the 

doctor's office. I'd push many people away because I could 

not, open up to them or trust them. Up until a few weeks ago, 

I thought this just who I grew up to be. Now, I have to 

wonder if it's all because of my horrifying experiences and 

MSU Clinic with Larry. Thankfully, I have many people who 

push back when I try to push away and they stand here with me 

today. 

I may have stayed quiet for far too long, but I'm 

joining a sisterhood of strong, independent and powerful 

survivors who will continue to fight as advocates for sexual 

assault awareness so girls never have to feel like they have 

to stay quiet again. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Thank you very much for being here. I 

can tell that it really took a lot for you to do it. And, I 

love the smile on your face. 

VICTIM NUMBER 235: Thank you. 

THE COURT: I, I think that it shows that you know 

that there's no reason to feel embarrassed anymore, and I hope 

the hurt and betrayal go away, but I hope this helped -- being 

here, just speaking will help you heal. And I hope your 
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parents get to see that smile a lot going forward. 

VICTIM NUMBER 235: I hope so too. 

THE COURT: Thank you very much. 

VICTIM NUMBER 235: Thank you. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next survivor you 
110 

will hear from has agreed to be publicly identified. This is 

Kaitlyn Basel, K-a-i-t-l-y-n, last is B-a-s-e-l. And she is 

accompanied at the podium by her best friend. 

MS. BASEL: Your Honor, I want to thank you for 

giving me this opportunity to share my story. This has been an 

incredible struggle, and I didn't expect to be here today, but 

I feel that my story needs to be told. 

Larry Nassar probably won't recognize me. But, with 

the vast amount of women who he has abused, how many of us 

will he really be able to remember? How many faces will he be 

able to place? 

My name is Kaitlyn Basel. When I was 12, I went to 

see Larry Nassar for an injury that had occurred during a 

dance competition. Dance was the most important thing in my 

life, and my leg injury was making it almost impossible to 

perform and practice. When you dance competitively, stopping 

for injury is not an option. You're taught to work through 

the pain until you're unable to walk, and that's what I did. 

For'two months, I danced on my injury, until I was incapable 

of continuing. I thought that my hamstring was torn, and Dr. 
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Nassar was recommended to my mom, because he was the best. So 

I went in to see him at the MSU Sports Medicine office in the 

Eyde building, and he confirmed that I had a serious injury 

and-needed treatment. He equated what he was going to do to a 

deep tissue massage, neglecting to explain further to me or my 

mom. 

When I went in to see him next, he had me lay down 

on my stomach on the table. He then proceeded to sexually 

assault me for 45 minutes, with my mother in the room, 

blocking her view with his body. With an ungloved hand, he 

penetrated my 12 year old body, while I laid frozen on the 

table, unsure of how to react. I had no idea what was 

happening. I was scared, and confused, and most of all, 

humiliated. I went to see Nassar two more times after that, 

and each time he sexually abused me. Eventually, I told my 

mom that he was creepy and that I didn't want to go back. I, 

unlike so many of these survivors, was fortunate enough to be 

able to stop seeing him. 

I never thought much about what had happened after 

the fact. Being as young as I was, I told myself that what 

Nassar had done must have been a legitimate medical procedure, 

somthing that was perfectly normal for athletes to go 

through. After all, he was the best doctor there was. He was 

highly recommended. I put it out of my mind until a couple of 

years later, when I was 14 and had just started high school. 
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I don't remember why it was brought up, but it was, and I was 

older, I was less naive. As I tried to explain what had 

happened to my friend, I began to understand what had 

occurred. My doctor had penetrated me, in an indisputably 

inappropriate way, without giving me any notice or opportunity 

to consent. He had used my innocence to take advantage of me, 

while I was only 12 years old. And he used my trusting nature 

to fulfill his own perverted and pedophilic desires. 

I attempted to bring this issue up to my mother, 

without being specific as to what exactly had occurred in Dr. 

Nassar's office. My mom, like any adult would, said that it 

was a medical procedure. He was a doctor, and a good one, and 

I was just overreacting. Would a doctor sexually assault a 12 

year old girl with her mother in the room? 

Again, I tried to put the issue out of my mind. But 

with my newfound understanding that what Nassar had done was 

wrong came a complete distrust in every medical professional. 

While I once had complete faith in my doctors, I was now 

suspicious and uncomfortable around them. My trust was 

replaced with overwhelming anxiety at every appointment I went 

to. Whenever a male doctor would touch me, I would be filled 

with a sense of panic and dread, fearing that they would take 

advantage of me the way Nassar had. I was mentally wrecked, 

but I kept my mouth shut. Who would believe me over this 

completely respected doctor? 
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It's important to know that sexual assault can begin 

to affect you even before you fully comprehend what has 

happened. It changes your personality, your mood, and how you 

interact with others. As more time passed, I fell into a 

deeper and deeper depression. I became isolated from my 

friends, my family, and my teammates. 

Seven years after the incident, I've been diagnosed 

with clinical depression, anxiety, eating disorders, and post-

traumatic stress disorder. I've resorted to self-harm, 

covering y body in scars trying to cope with the emotional 

pain that Nassar has caused me and now, the scars on my legs 

and arms are just painful reminders of the trauma I suffered. 

I've attempted suicide several times since suffering abuse at 

his hands. I've been seeing therapist after therapist for the 

last six years, with inconclusive results. I was unable to 

process what had happened to me, and my counselors couldn't 

figure out the source of my pain. 

Because of this, it's been much harder for me to 

develop healthy relationships and to function like a normal 

teenager. This abuse has put strain on my relationship with 

my parents, causing a distance between us, without even being 

aware of the cause. I constantly fought with them, and 

separated myself from my family. I preferred to be alone in 

my misery than to face what had happened. 

Additionally, it turned the sport I loved into a 
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constant reminder of the abuse I had suffered. As the years 

went on, dancing became harder and harder for me. I separated 

myself from my teammates, knowing that none of them understood 

what had happened to me. I distanced myself from the sport as 

well, 

team. 

me as 

their 

missing practices and not being fully committed to the 

In time, my teammates and my coaches pulled away from 

well. The people 

backs on me. All 

athlete that Nassar had 

who had once been my family turned 

they saw was the empty shell of an 

turned me into, and they didn't 

understand why I was acting this way. I was alone, left to 

suffer in solitude. I was incapable of dealing with what had 

happened to me, and as an indirect result, my dancing career 

ended and my life was suddenly even more empty. 

When I graduated and went to college in 2016, I was 

attempting to leave all of my suffering behind. I chose a 

school out of state, hoping to get as far away from my pain as 

I could. This quickly backfired. My anxiety and depression 

worsened with me in a strange place so far away from everyone 

I knew. I started having panic attacks, and was unable to 

leave my dorm room most days. Eventually, it got so bad that 

I had to drop out of school and move back to Michigan to be 

closer to my family and my support system. 

Last year, when the claims against Nassar became 

public, all of this trauma was brought up again. More and 

more survivors came forward, including several famous 
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athletes, women I looked up to and respected. I tried to ease 

my mind, telling myself that it didn't matter if I came 

forward, that he was going to be imprisoned anyway. I told 

myself that my voice wouldn't have nearly as much impact as 

these other well-known women, and that I was okay with being a 

victim that didn't come forward. In my mind, there was 

nothing that I could say that hadn't already been said. 

However, I couldn't ignore the anger that I had towards this 

man for what he had done to me. I started having painful 

flashbacks, remembering what he had done to me so long ago. 

It got so back that I was having difficulty sleeping and 

difficulty eating. That's when I decided to come forward. 

Looking at the comments and posts online, people 

question why it would take a victim so long to come forward 

against such a sick man. They wonder why it took so long for 

him.to get caught, especially when in so many cases, the 

survivors' parents were in the room. What these speculators 

need to understand is that Larry Nassar is a master of 

manipulation. This monster found the perfect way to prey on 

young girls. From a young age, he trained us to believe that 

he was a saint, that he could help us, and without him we 

couldn't get better. He tricked our parents into thinking 

that he was a legitimate doctor. This made it so much easier 

to take advantage of us. We truly believed that he was 

performed a legitimate medical procedure. And when we finally 
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realized that we had been abused, it was humiliating. 

It's hard to come forward as a victim of sexual 

assault in a society that doesn't treat abuse as seriously as 

it should. Many of us through that no one would listen to our 

stories. But there's strength in numbers, and over a hundred 

brave women have come forward against this monster. We are 

supporting each other and helping each other. We are a force, 

and we refuse to be silenced. 

When I was 12 years old, Larry Nassar turned me into 

a victim. I was a young, innocent pre-teen, and all of a 

sudden, because of this twisted man, I was a survivor of 

sexual assault. He used me and so many others to fill his 

pedophilic desires, when we were nothing but children. He 

made us think that we had no choice, that he was helping us. 

Not only that, but he humiliated us to the point where we were 

afraid to tell anyone. Nassar has hurt too many women, and it 

is so important that he never has the ability to hurt anyone 

again. He deserves to spend the rest of his miserable life in 

prison for what he has done to us. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Thank you so much for coming forward. 

I'm glad that you have your best friend with you. And, to the 

extent that you thought your voice wasn't as important as 

someone who may be more well-known, that's not true. Your 

voice is very equal. It is equally important to me. What you 

said today is very impactful. And, I hope in some way it 
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helps you. And, remember, if someone has not gone through a 

sexual assault, they do not have the right to judge you, they 

do not have the right to make any comment about how you handle 

that. Okay? 

Thank you for being here. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next survivor is 

Jenny Johnstone, and she is a student at Montana State 

University. We believe she may be watching right now, or at 

some point. This is her mom and dad, Chris and Tom. Right? 

THE COURT: I'm sorry, I didn't catch that. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Chris and Tom Johnstone. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. POVILAITIS: And I believe Chris will be 

speaking on behalf of her daughter. And her photograph is 

displayed on our screen. 

THE COURT: And I think if your daughter is watching 
• 

you're looking and the gentlemen in the red plaid shirt, is 

it? Or in the striped shirt? The -- that's where she'd be 

watching you, okay? 

MS. JOHNSTONE: Okay. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Whenever, you're ready, I'm ready to 

hear your story -- your daughter's story. 

MS. JOHNSTONE: All right. 

Thank you, Your Honor, for letting me speak on 

behalf of my daughter, Jenny. And, then, also, just for 
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letting all of the victim's speak. Their voices definitely 

need to be heard. 

In 2010, I had a shoulder injury come up and the 

first doctor I was told to see was Larry Nassar. Coaches, 

neighbors, and family friends had all suggested his name 

because not only was he well-known, but also he was supposed 

to be incredible at what he did. Little did I know that he 

was just using his popularity in the community to abuse and 

take advantage of young female athletes. 

My very first appointment was scheduled with Dr. 

Lemmen at MSU Sports Med. And during that appointment she 

told me to schedule a follow-up and suggested I see Larry. 

Dr. Lemmen became my primary doctor at MSU Sports Medicine 

from 2010 to 2014, but I did have four appointments with Larry 

Nassar. 

After discussing with my mom that I had suffered 

from a back and hip injury, Larry decided I would benefit from 

manipulation on my back, hip and pelvic areas. Only three 

appointments. That's all it took for Larry to prey on me. I 

was 15 and put all my trust into him because he was my doctor 

and why would my doctor hurt me? But he did and each time as 

I winced in pain I would pray for what seemed like hours until 

he was finished. 

It took me a long time to come forward because at 

the time I didn't know any better. I knew it felt wrong, but 
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how was I supposed to know it was wrong? At the same time, my 

parents were going through a divorce that was difficult for 

the both of them and I was scared to bring more concern into 

their lives. It took watching so many beautiful, strong women 

to come forward and face you to realize I wasn't alone and I 

needed to be heard. 

So, this is me, coming forward not as a victim, but 

as a survivor of your disgusting crimes. I don't want an 

apology 

genuine 

accept. 

or even a word from you Larry because I know it's not 

and I know that is a petty apology I could never 

It's about time someone who thought he was once 

invincible spend the rest of his life being punished with the 

voices and words of such strong young women, including myself, 

engraved in his mind forever. Thank you. 

I love you, Jenny. 

THE COURT: Thank you very much, Chris and Tom for 

being here. I hope that Jennifer got to watch her statement 

being read and that it helps her also. Again, thank you, very 

much for being here. 

MS. POVILAITIS: 

will hear from has told me 

publicly identified. This 

Your Honor, the next survivor you 

that she is comfortable being 

is Kathleen Lovellette, and it's 

spelled, L-o-v-e-1-e-t-t-e. Oh, okay, I'm glad. Okay, I'm 

going to let her spell her own last name. 

THE COURT: Okay. 
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MS. LOVELLETTE: It's L-o-v-e-1-1-e-t-t-e. 

MS. POVILAITIS: And she is accompanied at the 

podium by her husband as well. 

THE COURT: So it's Lovelett? 

MS. LOVELLETTE: Lovellette. 

THE COURT: Lovellette. 

Thank you, Kathleen. Whenever you're ready. 

MS. LOVELLETTE: First, I want to thank all of the 

survivors who gave impact statements in the last week. Your 

incredible strength and courage has inspired me. 

Before now, I wanted to remain anonymous, but your 

statements had a profound effect on me, moving me to take 

action. It has been extremely hard coming to this decision, 

to speak publicly with anonymity. There were so many thing I 

had to consider. I had to ask myself what effect my husband 

and daughters, they are my first priority. How I am portrayed 

in the public eye and in the media, I was not a young gymnast. 

I was a woman in my 30's, not a girl or a young woman. Will 

they judge me and say I should have known better? With my 

family support I decided the risk was worth the reward. I 

hope that by speaking publicly, I can inspire other women in 

my position and not be afraid or embarrassed by the strain 

society puts upon them. I am taking the chance that the 

support I have from my family and friends will far surpass the 

judgment put upon me. 
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So today, I step out of the shadows and into the 

light. I stand before you, Larry, as a survivor of your 

horrific and sick abuse. I stand here as a mother of two 

children -- I stand here as a mother of two beautiful and 

strong daughters, and I want them to know they should never 

have to go through this pain and anguish. I want to know -- I 

want them to know they have a voice, and to never be afraid to 

speak up when something is wrong. I've always told my girls 

to trust their gut, to do the right thing, and to stand up for 

what they believe in no matter the cost. I don't want to 

teach to them with words, but instead, by example. I feel 

like I let them down because I didn't listen to my gut; 

however, I did do the right thing by making a police report 

and now I'm standing up for the change I believe needs to 

happen. 

I suffer from chronic back pain that began decades 

ago. I have tried so many treatments including countless 

injections, physical therapy, prolotherapy, acupuncture, a 

rhizotomy and a final spinal fusion surgery that took months 

to recover from. Nothing worked. Imagine living in pain day 

in and day out. And then I was referred to Larry. 

I was excited. He was the renowned doctor for the 

Women's Olympic Gymnastics Team. He was supposed to be the 

best in the country. He worked for Michigan State University 

and worked with their athletes. He must be good if these 
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organizations I respected selected him. I felt privileged and 

lucky to see him. 

Laying on the table the first time he violated me, 

just like he did to so many other girls and women, I was 

frozen. No warning, no explanation, no one else in the room 

and, of course, no gloves. I thought what is happening, is 

this okay? Is this really happening? Is this right? I was 

paralyzed, not knowing what to think. I noticed there was no 

sink in the room. He used hand sanitizer after he was done. 

This is weird, I thought. He must wash his hands outside the 

room, right? 

Questions raced through my head after it happened, 

and I've continued to race through my head throughout the 

years. I thought about him treating gymnasts and convinced 

myself he couldn't be doing this to those young girls. 

There's no way he could be the Olympic team doctor if he was 

doing this. 

He was nice and told me to call him Larry. He would 

hug me at the end of the visits. I trusted him because he was 

a doctor. So, I suppressed my gut feeling that knew this was 

wrong, believing he the one who was finally going to fix me. 

After all, why wouldn't I trust him. He was this renowned 

doctor supported by USA Gymnastics and MSU. Of course his 

medical procedure didn't help. I still have back pain today, 

but my reality is my back pain pales in comparison to the 
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emotional pain 

It's 

How could I be 

I felt then and continue to feel today. 

difficult to put into words everything I feel. 

so naive? I have always seen myself as a 

strong woman and raised my daughters to be strong 

But now, I constantly doubt myself and feel weak. 

embarrassed and ashamed that I let this happen to 

women too. 

I feel 

me. I'm an 

adult who should have known better. Maybe someone would have 

listened to me if I reported him and stopped him from 

continuing to abuse more girls and women. I feel extreme 

guilt for not telling someone. Maybe they would have listened 

to an adult. 

When the Indy Star article came out, my heart sank. 

I knew immediately 

Even though it had 

everything to much 

I realized I was a 

it was true. I knew my gut was right. 

been years since I last saw him, it made 

worse because the justification was wrong. 

sexual assault victim, something I never 

ever thought I would say. You can't explain what that feels 

like unless you have experienced it yourself. Guilt, shame, 

embarrassment, denial, anger, fear, confusion, disbelief, all 

of those swirl together in your mind, picking up speed like a 

tornado trying to rip you apart. 

Once I -- once I realized his medical procedure was 

not medical at all, I was confused. Why did he do this to me? 

I'm not his typical victim. I had run scenarios over and over 

through my mind trying to find an answer. My only conclusion 
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is I am not the only older woman he has assaulted. I hope by 

speking today I can give other women like myself a voice. 

These feelings are manifesting physically too. I 

often can't sleep, and when I do sleep I have nightmares. I'm 

not eating well. It is difficult to turn my brain off, to 

make sense of it all. I often start crying and can't stop. 

It is causing me panic attacks. It is affecting my intimacy 

with my husband, who has made me feel safe for 24 years. 

One of the worst feelings is the worry. I worry 

about my daughters away at college. Have I taught them what 

is okay and what is not okay? Are they safe on campus or 

going to a doctor? Have I shown them how to trust their gut 

to be strong enough to leave a bad situation and tell someone? 

I worry about other doctors and question what they are doing. 

Larry's abuse is causing me terrible self-doubt, which is not 

like me. These feelings continue to seep into my thoughts no 

matter what I do to keep them out. How could I not realize I 

was being abused? 

Listening to survivors give impact statements was 

heartbreaking. If eel so much empathy for them, and their 

parents. As a parent, I can only imagine the guilt and pain 

you may feel and what has happened to your child. My heart 

breaks for you. All I can say to all of them is it wasn't 

your fault. Logically, I know it wasn't my fault, but that 

doesn't stop the pain, the anxiety attacks, the distrust, the 
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self-doubt, or the anger. I feel some relief knowing Larry 

will rot in jail the rest of his life. It has helped me heal 

in the slightest way knowing this. I will never be totally 

healed. I will have to live with this for the rest of my 

life. Why did this happen? How as he allowed to get away 

with this for so long, unchecked? 

I know now why. Many officials at USAG and at MSU 

whose job and duty it was to report him did the opposite. Two 

different gymnasts reported Larry to Kathy Klages in 1997. 

This could have ended 20 years ago. How many survivors would 

never have felt this pain, me included, if only someone 

listened? They protected him. Larry could not do this all by 

himself. He had enablers all around him to insulate him and 

convince his victims that he was doing nothing wrong, that 

these girls and women just don't understand what he is doing. 

Let me tell all girls and women out there that you do 

understand when you are uncomfortable, you do understand when 

something is not right. Don't let anyone tell you otherwise, 

and don't let them do anything to you until you do understand. 

Trust your gut. 

I grew up in Lansing and have been a Spartan fan my 

whole life. I used to be proud to be a Spartan, but today I 

am sad to be a Spartan. Today I am sad to be a Spartan. I 

can't express how Michigan State University's response to this 

abuse has compounded my pain. I used to wear MSU gear 
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proudly, especially while traveling, and when I tailgated on 

campus. I cannot bring myself to wear Spartan gear anymore. 

How could this institution I believed in not show sympathy and 

support for the victims? Every statement from Lou Anna Simon 

talked about how there was no cover up and no one believed he 

was doing anything wrong. I ask how many women does it take 

to believe? How many women does it take to just conduct a 

proper investigation? Apparently, it took over 150, and we 

all know there are hundreds more. 

Just when I thought it couldn't get worse, Michigan 

State University Trustee Joel Ferguson goes on the radio and 

belittles this Nassar thing as some small distraction as they 

deal with all the other more important things going on at MSU. 

Like the beautiful additions to Breslin Center and all the 

donations Ms. Simon was able to raise that made it happen. 

Maybe me and my sister survivors just need to go walk around 

Breslin Center and we will all feel much better. Maybe that 

will take away the pain and guilt. Or maybe, Michigan State 

University's culture needs to change. When you consider the 

consistent statements from multiple leadership positions 

refusing to apologize or accept any responsibility for 

enabling 20 years of sexual abuse when it didn't have to 

happen, it is clear change is needed. 

The recent developments at MSU and the letter from 

the Board of Trustees apologizing is a step in the right 
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direction. However, their apologies are difficult to accept 

and.believe because it only happened after MSU denied it for a 

year and a half, and after 156 girls and women publically told 

the horrors of how it affected them. Only time will reveal 

the sincerity behind the commitment to change. I am here 

today because my hope is my statement will foster change. 

That only MSU, USAG, USOC and Twistars will change, but also 

other organizations will recognize how important it is to 

listen and take action. 

Rachael Denhollander raised very important questions 

during her impact statement and press conference that must be 

answered. I want to add one simple question to that list. My 

question is, why is it so difficult to do the right thing? 

People often want to make this question much more complicated 

that it really is. Why was it so difficult for coaches, 

trainers, psychologists and others to Do the right thing? If 

Larry was such a 

not fill out the 

was that so hard 

great guy and such a great doctor, then why 

form and let the investigation prove it? Why 

to do? The answer, of course, is it isn't 

hard to do. It just takes someone to do his or her job. It 

is that simple. Unfortunately, people believed Larry's 

reputation was worth more than doing the right thing. 

I stand before you today full of hope and fear. I 

fear that nothing will change, that this will slowly fade out 

of the spotlight and the culture of ignoring women will 
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return. I fear that my daughters will experience this abuse 

sometime in their lives. I fear that I will never trust 

doctors again, even though most of them are trying to help me. 

I fear that I will never trust myself again, which is the 

worst fear of all. 

But I am hopeful. I hope that standing here today 

with the other survivors will help me heal. I hope my 

daughters will see how much they matter, and how much we can 

make a difference when we stand together against abuse. I 

hope women, both young and old around the world will see how 

important it is to speak out. If one person doesn't listen, 

tell someone else. Don't stop until someone listens, because 

what you have to say is important. I hope my statement today 

will help other survivors out there like me, who might be 

afraid to come forward. To all of you I have to say you are 

not alone. You have a sisterhood of survivors waiting with 

open arms to welcome you 

Most of all, I 

the- survivors and I have 

should you decide to come forward. 

hope that out of this horrific abuse 

endured, and will continue to endure 

for a long time, that it at least brings lasting change. I 

hope I never hear about this systematic abuse ever again. 

I stand before you today strongly refusing to let 

Larry Nassar's sexual assault define me. I will define myself 

based on the change that my statement, along with those of my 

sister survivors will help create. May it be swift, thorough 
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and enduring. Thank you for allowing me to speak. 

THE COURT: Kathleen, thank you for being here 

today. No one should say you should have known better. And, 

if they did, shame on them. Absolutely. You did not let 

something happen to you. You've been harmed physically and 

emotionally by the criminal acts of a doctor. That's what 

occurred. But your bravery to come here today, you have shown 

that sexual assault can happen at any age. And, I'm sure that 

you don't even realize what you've done today by other 

individuals that have seen what you've done today and can 

realize that they, too, have suffered. So, I really -- I 

really appreciate your being here. Thank you. 

And thank you for being with your wife here today. 

MR. LOVELLETTE: Thank you. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Judge, may we approach? 

THE COURT: Sure. 

(At 10:57 a.m. - bench conference) 

(At 10:57 a.m. - bench conference concluded) 

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, we are going to be 

taking a ten minute break. According to the clock on the 

wall, it is five to 11:00. I will be back at five after 

11:00. 

(At 10:57 a.m. - court recessed) 

(At 11:12 a.m. - court resumed) 

THE COURT: And we are back on the record in the 
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People versus Lawrence Nassar, file 17-217-FC. 

We will continue with the victim impact statements. 

Ms. Povilaitis, our next individual. 

MS. POVILAITIS: So the next survivor, Your Honor, 

has requested to be anonymous. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. POVILAITIS: And there is another unique 

request. This is Victim 210. Initially, she had asked our 

office to read her statement on her behalf, which we will do. 

Her parents are also in the courtroom. Her dad has asked me 

to ask the Court, even before today, and again after today, if 

he would be able to speak. I am told he is a very peaceful 

man. He appreciates -- and I don't say that -- I mean, it is 

I guess, to enlighten but also truthful. I have met with him 

and I have talked with him. I will stand with him. He is 

begging Your Honor to allow him the opportunity to say a few 

words. 

THE COURT: Does he also wish to be anonymous? 

MS. POVILAITIS: He does. But he is -- I think 

my understanding is they are fine with the cameras audio 

recording their statement, just not their, their face. 

THE COURT: Everybody good with that? Everybody all 

set? 

Okay, go ahead Ms. Povilaitis. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Okay. 
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I will read his daughter's statement. Again, this 

is Victim Number 210. 

THE COURT: Um-hm. 

MS. POVILAITIS: For the longest time I have been in 

denial about the sexual abuse done to me by Larry Nassar. 

This week has been one of the hardest weeks of my life. I 

have felt alone for the longest time about what I went through 

and what was done to me, but I now know that I am not. After 

listening to all of the girls statements about what Larry 

Nassar did to them, I knew that I was one of the many victims 

that went through exactly what I did. Listening to what they 

had to say helped me grow out of denial and give me the 

strength to write this statement so that I can overcome these 

exppriences and come out even stronger. I will no longer let 

Larry Nassar deprive me of my pride, happiness, and my own 

life. 

I began seeing Nassar at the end of 2012 due to 

newly occurring back pain. I began going to see Nassar more 

and.more as my back pain progressively got worse. The more we 

went to him, the more trusted he became, mostly him and my 

father. They became very close friends to the point where my 

father would buy him his favorite Colombian cigars. They 

texted back and forth and e-mailed each other even about 

things not regarding me or anything medical related. I also 

established a very close relationship with Nassar. My dad and 
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I once decided to get him a trophy saying number one doctor on 

it. He also knew that, and I'm going to butcher this name, 

and it shows how little I know about gymnastics. He also knew 

that Nastia Liukin was my favorite gymnast, so he gave me a 

plush rhino signed by her. He made me feel so special, which 

he soon used against me. He would do things like this that 

led both me and my dad to believe he was some sort of saint 

who wanted to do nothing but help people straight from the 

goodness of his heart. He would tell meus how he would see 

gymnast for free sometimes, such as at the Michigan State 

gymnastics meets on the weekends, which is where I met him for 

the first time. 

Larry Nassar used both mine and my father's trust to 

hurt and deceive us. After he established a deep trust with 

us, he began to do, quote, manipulations, unquote, or quote, 

treatments on me. He would explain to me how what he was 

doing was going to help my back so we didn't question his 

methods, as he was a trusted friend to us at this point. As I 

lay on the table, fully exposed, I felt so powerless and 

helpless as I listened to Nassar talk to my dad while he was 

hurting me, which at this point was no longer, quote, unquote, 

treatment, but sexual abuse. I felt as though what he was 

doing was odd, but I figured that since everyone said he was 

the absolute best doctor, he must have -- it must have been 

okay. Nassar abused the most innocent parts of me and I feel 
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as though that took away a large piece of my childhood that I 

wont be able to get back. Nassar 

may never be able to heal from and 

and who I am. No girl should ever 

has hurt me in ways that I 

will always be a part of me 

have this taken away from 

them and no girl should ever have to live in fear. He took 

advantage of both me and my father and used his position and 

high status as a way to manipulate and hurt me. 

Up until now, I have felt as though what he did to 

me was my fault. I blamed myself for months after up until 

this point. I became severely depressed to the point where I 

had.very strong thoughts of taking my own life and taking an 

unsafe amount of pills. I felt so weak. I have also had 

sleeplessness, horrible nightmares, and anxiety. I beat 

myself up about not ever saying anything to anyone, but I 

trusted Nassar and wanted nothing but to get rid of the back 

pain that I continue to have. I would feel that if I had said 

something, then maybe a lot of girls wouldn't have had to go 

through the same physical and mental pain that I, along with 

what many other girls had to go through. 

I now know that it was not my fault, but the monster 

and master manipulator who committed these sick crimes. I now 

hate going to the doctor and refuse to go regardless of how 

sick I am. It hurts me to know that my father will always 

have regrets about continuously taking me to the doctor who 

sexually assaulted me as he sat in the same room, but the only 
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one to blame here is the sexual predator who preyed upon 

innocent young women and used their trust against them. 

I have gone to therapy, but refused to open up 

because Larry forever damaged my trust. He took my confidence 

and'I don't know if I will ever be able to love myself the 

same way I did before. He took my innocence away from me and 

that is something very valuable to me that I will never be 

able to get back. I may not be able to take back the years of 

mental suffering that I endured, but I will be able to become 

stronger from them. It brings me relief knowing that this 

monster will never be able to hurt and destroy another 

beautiful soul again. 

Up until now, I have been suppressing these horrible 

experiences and having them never be heard, so writing this, 

and getting everything out and having my voice heard by people 

that truly care, has helped me come to terms and put this all 

behind me so that I can move forward with my life. Nassar may 

have taken a lot from me, but he will never take away the love 

that I have for gymnastics and will continue to have. 

Victim 210. 

THE COURT: Thank you very much. Please let Victim 

210 know that I appreciate her taking the time to write the 

impact statement. It was powerful and the Court will take 

that into consideration. 

Her father may now come up for brief words that are 
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MS. POVILAITIS: He is accompanied at the podium by 

his,. wife and his coach. And I just remind that no cameras 

please on, on the, on, on the family. Just audio is fine. 

And, and I will stand here as well. 

VICTIM 210'S FATHER: Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Go ahead, sir. 

VICTIM 210'S FATHER: I'm sorry what happened 

earlier this morning, on behalf of all the parents, I promise 

you, I will not be violent. 

This is my wife and coach of our gym. 

Judge Cunningham, thank you for the opportunity to 

speak as a parent of one of the many courageous survivors of 

this horrific tragedy. Like many of the parents of the sister 

survivors, my wife and I feel tremendous guilt and are hurting 

badly inside. The question we ask over and over is, how could 

we have let this happen to our sweet and innocent daughter? 

We were told that he is a cure-all doctor for gymnastics-

related injuries and ailments. We were also told by many that 

he was an incredibly good person. 

After the first visit we felt like he was a saint 

for doing what he does to help young athletes. We felt so 

honored for our daughter to be treated by him. Over the span 

of three years, I personally took our daughter to nearly every 

visit to Larry at MSU Sports Medicine. There were dozens and 

• 
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dozens of visits and as time passed, I built a close 

relationship with him and he managed to earn my utmost trust 

and respect. Something that doesn't come easily for me. I 

trusted him with my daughter's well-being and despite our 

daughter having seen virtually no benefit from his treatments, 

I continued to trust and have faith that he would eventually 

cure her. 

Five years have passed since we met Larry, and after 

major back surgery and two ankle surgeries, she unfortunately 

is in even more pain than what she felt during her first 

visit. Our daughter kept telling us that he is not helping 

her pain, but we kept telling her to be patient and that Larry 

would fix her. After every visit, she would leave MSU 

extremely down and quiet. Little did I know and realize why 

she was always down. 

Eventually, we stopped seeing Larry toward the end 

of '15 after her back surgery. Since we stopped seeing Larry, 

our daughter refuses to see any doctor or therapist. We 

thought it was because she just lost her confidence in doctors 

after Larry just could not help to alleviate her pain. His 

countless manipulation treatments, as he called them, had no 

effect on her physical well-being. Instead, he was 

manipulating me, to believe he is a saint and he managed to 

gain such respect to the point where I trusted him with our 

daughter's life and delicate body. 
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Several months had passed and then Rachel 

Denhollender came out to accuse Larry Nassar of sexual abuse. 

I, like many other parents, immediately went into denial mode. 

I refused to believe her and I just could not comprehend or 

accept that Larry the saint could do such a thing. After 

asking our daughter if Larry had abused her she adamantly 

said, no. I immediately texted Larry offering my support, and 

even agreed to submit an affidavit attesting to his character. 

I was ready to send the affidavit to his lawyer, and then the 

second and third girls came out. I then started believing 

that there could be some truth to the accusations. As the 

situation unfolded, I finally accepted that he was capable of 

doing these terrible things to all these young and innocent 

girls. I asked our daughter a few more times whether she was 

a victim or not, and each time she said no. I naively 

believed that Larry had such a personal relationship with us 

that although he abused the other girls, he did not touch our 

daughter. I also, subconsciously, wanted to keep hearing no 

from her because I did not want to face the truth that so many 

young women were facing. I truly believed that our daughter 

was somehow spared from these monstrous acts until she finally 

came out late last week. After listening to the countless 

courageous girls who gave impact statements, our daughter 

developed the ability to say what was buried so deep inside of 

her for so long. 
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Ever since she came out, I feel very bad inside and 

feel so much guilt. This has changed me forever. How could I 

have failed as a parent to recognize the horrible abuse right 

before my eyes, being in the examination room in so many 

dozens of visits. How could I have missed this monstrous 

acts? Our daughter is now paying for these acts with daily 

sleeplessness, nightmares and anxiety attacks. 

I feel guilty for many things and I will carry this 

guilt for the rest of my life. I gut wrench continuously as I 

beg for forgiveness from my daughter and for not pushing 

harder for the truth. She told me that one of the reasons she 

did not come forward was because she did not want me to feel 

responsible for what happened. I am so sorry my princess. I 

feel guilt for not believing Rachel when she first came out. 

I ask for her forgiveness. I feel guilty for not paying 

closer attention to Nassar's treatments. Shame on me. And I 

now.feel guilty that I was not in the courtroom during the 

Ingham County hearings to hear the victim impact statements in 

person. Their statements are what gave our daughter the 

courage and strength to finally come forward. For that I 

thank them and I will be forever be grateful to them. I wish 

I could thank all of them in person, and to give each of them 

a gold medal for their perseverance, courage, determination 

and true grit. And Rachel, you are truly the five star 

general of the Army of sister survivors. You are my hero. 
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And all of the soldiers in your Army are my heroes including 

my daughter. God bless you all. 

When bad things occur, I often ask God, why God 

could let them happen. But, I have come to realize that 

everything that happens in life, both good and bad, is a part 

of life's journey. God did not cause this happen. This 

happened because God's willingness to allow man to have free 

will. However bad this is, this tragedy allows God to send a 

message to the world of perseverance, strength and a hope that 

this should never ever happen again. And God chose the sister 

survivors as his messengers. 

To all the survivors, the horrific acts of Larry 

Nassar change your lives and the lives of your loved ones 

forever. But, let us not allow these acts to destroy us and 

to define who we are. We all need to be strong and support 

one another during our recovery, victims and parents alike. 

Let us take God's message and let's support each other to do 

all we can to help prevent this from ever happening again. 

Let us also not allow this tragedy to define the sport of 

gymnastics. Ironically, I believe gymnastics helped give our 

daughter the necessary strength, courage and character to get 

through this very difficult time in her life. 

Your Honor, I realize that Larry Nassar already has 

been sentenced through other cases to spend the rest of his 

life in prison, but I ask you to impose the strongest sentence 
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possible in this case as well. I also hope and pray that 

those who may have seen warning signs, had any knowledge or 

could have prevented this repeated tragedy from occurring and 

getting out of control also pay for their crimes. That 

includes MSU, USA Gymnastics, USOC, Twistars and the Karolyis. 

This all could have been prevented before our daughter and so 

many other's daughters were ever born. And two years of 

treatments could have been prevented if we were told that 

Larry Nassar was under criminal investigation back in 2014. To 

the organizations that turned a blind eye to all that was 

happening, shame on you. By ignoring reality, those of you 

who knew what was going on and did not report or act on the 

reports all committed a crime as well. Please help us to heal 

by admitting to your crimes and asking for forgiveness. And, 

please take all the necessary measures to not allow this from 

ever happening again. 

Your Honor, with your permission, I'd like to make a 

very short statement to the defendant. 

THE COURT: Go ahead. 

VICTIM 210'S FATHER: Larry, I trusted you with my 

daughter's life and I loved and respected you. You betrayed 

my trust and now you will pay for it. I hope that you carry 

all-the victims' and parents' statements with you for the rest 

of your living days. I wish that you replay them in your head 

again and again. Larry, I thought I knew you well and you 
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made me believe that you were a very religious person and that 

you believed strongly in God. If you truly have faith, you 

know that even the worst of criminals still have a path to 

heaven on their judgment day, because God loves all human 

beings equally. However, the prerequisite to pass through his 

door and 

you have 

the- many 

into his house is to repent for all your sins that 

committed. You have pleaded guilty to only a few of 

crimes through a plea deal. You still believe -- you 

still seem to believe that the treatments you performed were 

medical in nature. You have not yet truly owned what you did. 

Your plea is not enough for me, the innocent victims and 

according to the scriptures, it is not enough for God. If you 

truly want to repent for all your sins, then I ask you 

acknowledge in your final statement before your sentencing, 

and I will be there for that, that every victim statement you 

have heard is true and that you did indeed committed these 

crimes. 

You will 

For me 

die in 

in God, and the 

you have nothing to lose and only to gain. 

prison regardless. If you do indeed believe 

afterlife, please tell the world through this 

hearing that you are guilty of all the sins that have been 

stated by all these innocent victims, and ask you're your --

for, for forgiveness. Do it to validate and give a chance to 

the victims to move on with their lives, and to know that you 

acknowledge your misdeeds. If you do this, Larry, I will 

honestly pray to God that He has mercy on your soul. 
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Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Thank you. There's not much I can say 

after hearing a statement like that and the pain, I know that 

you are speaking really on behalf of many parents and loved 

ones. I would just say this, you are not responsible. The 

only person responsible is the defendant who, through his 

criminal acts, has hurt and injured, physically and 

emotionally, the young women and women that have given the 

impact statements here and in Ingham County. Thank you. 

VICTIM 210'S FATHER: Thank you. 

THE COURT: Ms. Povilaitis is the next statement, is 

it going to be anonymous, or --

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, my understanding is the 

next survivor is a minor. And she does -- oops, that's wrong. 

She wishes to be identified, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: I --

MS. POVILAITIS: However, because she's a minor her 

parents are here. 

THE COURT: I was going to say, then I hope that her 

parents are here. 

Please come forward. And, it's okay, she has said 

she's willing to be identified, SO --

MS. POVILAITIS: And, could you tell the Judge your 

name please? 

MS. M. WEISZBROD: Michelle Weiszbrod. 
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THE COURT: How do you spell your last name, 

Michelle? 

MS. M. WEISZBROD: W-e-i-s-z-b-r-o-d. 

THE COURT: I'm sorry, W-e-i-s-v-e-r --

MS. M. WEISZBROD: Z. Z-v z-b --

THE COURT: Z? Okay, Michelle. 

And is your -- you are? 

MR. WEISZBROD: Michael Weiszbrod. 

THE COURT: And what is your name? 

MS. A. WEISZBROD: Ashleigh Weiszbrod. 

THE COURT: Ashleigh. 

You are Ashleigh's parents? 

MR. WEISZBROD: Yes. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

And my understanding is that Ashleigh is a minor, is 

that correct? 

MR. WEISZBROD: Yes, she is. 

MS. M. WEISZBROD: Yes. 

THE COURT: So you understand that I need your 

permission to allow her to speak and be identified, and I 

understand you're giving that. Is that correct? 

MR. WEISZBROD: Yes. 

MS. M. WEISZBROD: Yes. 

THE COURT: All right. 

MS. POVILAITIS: And Ashleigh, I believe, is 
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spelled, A-s-h-1 --

MS. A. WEISZBROD: 1-e-i-g-h. 

MS. POVILAITIS: 1-e-i-g-h. 

THE COURT: Oh, okay. 

Ashleigh, whenever you're comfortable and ready, I'm 

ready to listen to you. 

MS. A. WEISZBROD: First, I'd like to thank you, 

Judge Cunningham, for allowing me to speak. I'd also like to 

thank all of the other survivors that have given me support. 

Your Honor, may I please address the defendant? 

I don't know where to start, or what to say. I have 

so many feelings and questions, but they all confuse me. I 

don't understand how someone who was so admired and trusted 

could do what you did. I don't know why it took me so long to 

realize that what you did to me was wrong. When I finally 

realized that you assaulted me, I felt ashamed and responsible 

for what you did. It took a while for me to accept that what 

happened actually happened, and was forced onto me, against my 

will. It took even longer for me to realize that I shouldn't 

feel ashamed, because I didn't do anything wrong. 

When I first me you, you seemed so nice. You gave 

me an Olympic pin and told me how funny I was and how much you 

liked me. Like any young, innocent kid, I was so excited that 

someone who went to the Olympics and knew Olympians would 

think I was fun. You would make time to see me, getting me in 
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after hours at MSU, and seeing me at the spur of the moment. 

Little did I know that all of this was just your way of making 

me trust you and feel like you really cared so that I wouldn't 

question what you were doing to me. You even started all my 

treatments with "let's put Humpty Dumpty back together again." 

Now that I know what you were doing, I am so mad and 

frustrated. Why would you do these things? I gave you my 

trust and you stole my innocence. How dare you. 

I was only ten when you first assaulted me. At that 

age the only thing I should've been worrying about was my full 

turn on beam, and whether I would stick it at my next meet. 

As I was going through pictures for a recent school 

project I came across a picture that rendered me speechless. 

This particular picture was of me and a friend, a fellow 

survivor, waiting to be seen by you at Twistars. Like the 

watch that stopped right when the Titanic sunk, or the picture 

of Japan right before the bomb hit, this picture was of two 

happy girls right before they were to be molested by you. I 

wish I could go back in time and tell those two girls that 

what you were going to do to them was wrong and that they 

should run. 

You say, "hell hath no fury like a woman scorned", 

well, the flames in hell are burning hotter with the fury of 

those you have assaulted, and those flames are waiting for 

you. 
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Your Honor, I would like to request that you give 

the defendant the maximum sentence. He has caused me anxiety, 

depression, panic attacks, stomach aches, and loss of sleep. 

I am no longer the outgoing, fun loving, innocent young girl I 

used to be, and I blame him. I now stand before you as a 

freshman varsity diver and I know with support I will heal and 

become stronger. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Ashleigh, thank you so much for your 

bravery of being here today. I'm so sorry that you had to be 

here. I appreciate you giving me sharing with me the 

impact. Thank you. 

MS. A. WEISZBROD: Thank you. 

THE COURT: And thank you for bringing her here 

today. 

MR. WEISZBROD: Thank you. 

THE COURT: Ms. Povilaitis, I don't know if you 

realized it, but there is a box of Kleenex right in between --

MS. POVILAITIS: I didn't, thank you. 

Your Honor, the next survivor you will hear from is 

Gabriela Ralph, and she has agreed to be publicly identified. 

And I have displayed photographs she sent us of her at the age 

of the abuse. And I believe her dad is a retired law 

enforcement. 

THE COURT: Gabriela, whenever you're ready. 

MS. RALPH: Okay, thank you. 
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I'd like to start off by saying thank you, Your 

Honor, for allowing me to speak, and I'd like to thank the 

braire survivors whose voices empowered me and helped me find 

my own. 

As a child, my passion was gymnastics, although it 

felt more than that to me, as though it was a piece of my 

soul, as if I was born to be a gymnast. Throughout the years 
• 

I had experienced the normal aches, pains and sprains, but 

when I turned 12 I started to feel pain in my leg that got 

increasingly worse and eventually spread to my hip as well. I 

didn't tell anybody because as a gymnast I felt that I could 

just tough it out and it would eventually go away. But it 

started to show in my performance, and my coach suggested I 

see Larry Nassar. We gave him a call and I was so grateful 

that a doctor of his pedigree would see me. He diagnosed me 

with bursitis in my hip at my first appointment. 

At the next appointment, that my dad and I attended, 

the x-ray revealed that I had a torn hamstring almost 

completely off the bone on my right leg and Dr. Nassar, as he 

was known back then, added that I'd have to take six months 

off•to let it heal and only do conditioning at practice, 

barring anything that would affect the healing process. I 

started to cry because I didn't want to be out for such a 

significant amount of time. That's when he told us that he 

would do a treatment on me that he had pioneered in order to 
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ease my pain. 

. It started with him putting pressure up and down my 

IT band using his forearm. It was painful, but not 

problematic. It wasn't until he had me lay on my stomach and 

said he would be putting pressure on the area where the 

hamstring meets the bone that I got a knot in my stomach and 

knew something was wrong, but my naivety blurred my instincts. 

For about a half hour Larry had inserted his fingers inside of 

me. While doing that, what felt like his thumb, slowly crept 

back further and rested on another area down there. This was 

not what he said he would be doing and it was a shocking and 

nauseatingly scary experience as an innocent 12 year old. It 

felt so foreign that I didn't understand what was happening to 

me, so I kept it a secret for ten years. 

That was the day Larry Nassar stole my innocence 

away from me. He stole my ability to trust others. But worst 

of all, he stole my ability to trust myself and to trust my 

own intuition. I convinced myself that it didn't happen, and 

even saw him again when I was 18 during my first year at MSU. 

I was under the impression that nothing inappropriate could 

happen because he was looking at the arthritis and spinal 

stenosis in my neck. Not to mention he didn't have time for 

an appointment at his office so he squeezed me in during an 

ice skating event at Suburban Ice in East Lansing. During 

this visit he didn't sexually assault me like he did seven 
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years before, but he did stick his hand under my bra and 

touched my chest while adjusting a rib. I have had this done 

hundreds of times before in physical therapy and every time it 

was performed above my clothes. I instantly had a flashback 

to my prior experience. 

Over the years, I tried my hardest to put it all in 

a box and lock it in there forever. It became a flashbulb 

memory and I could remember every single thought I had while 

laying on that table. I get the same disquieting knot in my 

stomach anytime the memory escapes from that box. I soon 

developed depression and generalized anxiety disorder and lost 

my passion for everything. I quit gymnastics a year after 

that first experience due to injuries in my back that went 

untreated because of 

stress fracture that 

my mistrust of doctors. 

will never heal because 

I 

it 

three years old by the time a doctor discovered 

now have a 

was about 

it. 

I started seeing a therapist and psychiatrist when I 

was.13 due to my dwindling mental health. I was put on an 

antidepressant, but nothing seemed to be working and 

eventually I gave up after trying numerous antidepressants 

several different therapists. I had reached a state of 

anhedonia and by my fourteenth birthday I was addicted to 

strong opioids. 

I battled addiction to opioids for the next seven 

and 

years. I eventually became addicted to heroin. At 19 years 
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old I overdosed and it ironically saved my life. I detoxed 

and went to treatment for two weeks and went on to live in 

transitional housing, attend one to two meetings every day, 

and see a counselor and psychiatrist. It broke my heart that 

I had to take time off school because I love it so much, but 

school doesn't matter if you're dead. That was my next stop. 

I learned how to live without drugs, something I 

hadn't done since I was 13. It's the hardest thing I have 

ever done, but also the most rewarding. I am so grateful for 

my amazing family and support system within AA. Without them 

I wouldn't be standing here today, facing you, Larry. I even 

went back to MSU and continued seeing my therapist and joined 

the recovery community in East Lansing for which I am also 

eternally grateful, especially for my sponsor, Renee. 

But, I once again found myself taking a medical 

withdrawal because my mental health was spiraling out of 

control because of the stress I felt from studying in hopes of 

becoming a doctor while confronting the fact that a doctor did 

this to me and I had to unlock that box and accept it. It 

almost broke me, but I stand here today with over two years 

sober and setting myself up to go back this coming summer 

semester. It will cost me financially because I have now 

taken a forbearance and one deferment, but my life is worth 

more than that. I now realize that you can't break me Larry 

because you're the one who's been broken all along. I will 
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continue to see the same therapist and attend AA meetings. 

I'll take things one day at a time. I will be a survivor. 

I am so disappointed in my school and all of the 

other institutions that were complicit in this abuse. I pray 

that you make the right decisions. I want to feel pride in my 

sch9o1 again, because I am ashamed of it right now. How could 

you let so many little girls be sexually assaulted and ignore 

every single one of them? Money should never be more 

important than our lives, but it feels like that was your 

priority for so many years. I do need to take the time to 

thank Heidi Purdy, the Director of Undergraduate Studies for 

the College of Natural Science. She has been the only person 

to offer me guidance and resources after finding out. Because 

of the withdrawal, I had informed the University Physician's 

Office in my letter to petition for the withdrawal for a year 

prior. She even took the time to send me an e-mail this week 

offering support, for which I am extremely grateful. I hope 

that MSU follows her lead and shows the same amount of empathy 

in the coming days and weeks. 

Larry, you have caused me a tremendous amount of 

pain and I thought I could never forgive you for what you did 

to me. But today, for myself, I forgive you. I know you 

don't care and I only say it aloud today to close this chapter 

of my life. I vow to myself that in this moment, I am washing 
• 

away the pain that has plagued me these past ten years, and I 
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am leaving it here in this courtroom. I will pray for you 

Larry, and I hope that you see our faces every day you wake up 

sorry. 

THE COURT: It's okay. 

You're doing just fine. 

MS. RALPH: and every night before you go to bed, 

just like we did yours. You have a long time to think about 

the unprecedented amount of girls you caused -- or, the 

unprecedented amount of pain you caused to hundreds of little 

girls. 

To all the little girls out there, I'd like to 

remind you to trust your instincts because they're right. And 

if you are ever wronged or violated, do not let shame keep you 

from creaming your trust as loud as you can to anybody that 

will listen. Do not let anyone silence you and hold your head 

high when you walk because your strength and your beauty will 

always shine bright enough to counteract the darkness that 

people like Larry Nassar bring to this world. Today the 

little girl inside of me will begin to heal, and I hope that 

soon I will begin to shine as bright as I am meant to. Thank 

you. 

THE COURT: Gabriela, thank you so much for being 

here today. I want to congratulate you on two years sober. 

MS. RALPH: Thank you. 

THE COURT: That, that is really wonderful and I 
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appreciate your sharing with me. Your impact is a strong --

MS. RALPH: Thank you. 

THE COURT: You are doing really well, and I wish 

you the best of luck. Thank you for being here today. 

MS. RALPH: Thank you. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next survivor to 

speak is a minor. She did speak in Ingham County and she and 

her, mother have requested the opportunity to speak again here, 

and they are under part of the plea agreement. So, before I 

identify her again, I think we might just want to confirm with 

her mother again as well. 

THE COURT: Yeah, I think we'll do that. 

She's all right being publicly identified though, 

correct? 

MS. POVILAITIS: She already has been publicly 

identified in Ingham. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

Okay. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Oh, see, I can't believe I've 

forgotten that. 

THE COURT: That's all right. 

Okay, please come forward. 

And ma'am, what is your name? The mom. 

MS. THIEMAN-POLIQUIN: Megan, M-e-g-a-n. And the 

last name's really long, T-h-i-e-m-a-n, hyphen, P-o-1 
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THE COURT: I'm sorry, T-h-i-e-m-a-n, hyphen. 

MS. THIEMAN-POLIQUIN: P-o-l-i-q-u-i-n. 

THE COURT: Thieman-Poliquin? 

MS. THIEMAN-POLIQUIN: Close. 

THE COURT: Close. Okay. 

So, you are the mother, and what's your daughter's 

name? 

MS. THIEMAN-POLIQUIN: Erin. 

THE COURT: Erin. 

Now, I understand that she previously had wanted to 

remain anonymous, but today you are comfortable giving your 

permission for her to be identified and make a statement? 

MS. THIEMAN-POLIQUIN: Yes. 

THE COURT: Thank you. 

Thank you for being here and bringing her. 

Erin, good morning. 

MS. POLIQUIN: Good morning. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, I have displayed a 

photograph of Erin on the screen at the age of abuse, as well. 

THE COURT: Erin, whenever you're ready, okay? 

MS. POLIQUIN: Your Honor, thank you for letting me 

speak today. I spoke anonymously two weeks ago in Ingham 

County. After making that statement, I felt like a weight had 

been lifted and realized how much effort I've put into keeping 

this a secret for so long. 
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A couple days after I spoke, I realized the 

defendant still had some hold over me. He was still making me 

scared of what people would think of me, even after all this 

came out. I was still being controlled. I was still afraid. 

So I'm here today, to publicly make my statement as a victim 

of the infamous Larry Nassar. 

I am 15 years old. I haven't graduated high school. 

I've barely thought about college, except the fact that I'm 

definitely not going to MSU. I don't even have a driver's 

license, and yet, after this, I'll be able to say I've spoken 

in a courtroom on more than one occasion. This will be the 

fourth victim impact statement I've submitted to the Court. 

Once again, I am 15. 

I started seeing the defendant when I was 13. MSU 

had fired -- or USAG had fired him and there was still an open 

file being processed by the MSU Police. After my first 

appointment, I remember telling my mom that was the best 

doctor's appointment ever. I was so proud that he would see a 

nobody like me. I saw him until the end, through August of 

2016. Side note, I never saw him wash his hands, not even 

once. Not before or after treating me. Ew. 

I originally started seeing the defendant for a 

lower back injury which was followed by multiple hip injuries. 

Your Honor, I'm going to skim through the details of how this 

miserable creature abused me and how it changed my life. I'm 
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not going into too much detail as I've already -- as it has 

already been said by so many others. 

This began when I was 13. I was a typical foolish 

little girl. I trusted. I trusted no one would hurt me. I 

believed in the good of humankind. I didn't have any reason 

to think otherwise. I walked into the MSU Sports Medicine 

Clinic in pain. I was extremely anxious to meet the world-

renowned doctor that was on the other side of those awkwardly 

heavy doors. Little did I know that I was about to meet one 

of the worst people in the world. 

Now we'll skip to how this miscreation changed my 

entire life. I've self-harmed. I've debated suicide. I have 

scars on my arm that will never match the enormity of the 

internal scarring this abuse has caused. These are very 

different types of wounds, but both of these scars will stay 

with me for the rest of my life. They will stay with me until 

the, day I die. 

I have extreme anxiety. I have to work my life 

around everyone else. I can't be in certain classes because 

there's an overwhelming amount of boys. I'm scared of some of 

my teachers, even though I know they're nice and want to help 

me. It's hard for people who, thankfully, aren't in the same 

situation, to understand. Sometimes they think I'm faking. 

Sometimes they think I'm just trying to be difficult. I'm 

not. This is something that has made my everyday life much 
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more difficult than it was before. 

This has taken over my childhood. I know all the 

common sayings, you'll come out on the other side, et cetera. 

But for me, there is no other side that's in sight. Day in 

and day out, I'm walking into darkness, not knowing what's 

there. It's hard. It's unbelievably hard. 

Your Honor, may I address the defendant? 

You are a pathetic shell of a human being. I am 

disgusted with you. I am disgusted with myself knowing that I 

ever trustingly walked into your office. You talked to me 

about my coaches. You seemed like you genuinely cared. 

Knowing that my mom is a nurse, who was less than five feet 

away, you talked to her. You talked to her while you were 

hunched over my body abusing me. The saddest part of this 

disaster you created is I feel bad for you. 

I can't help but wonder how you'll be treated in 

prison. Whether you'll be assaulted in prison. And knowing 

how much physical and emotional pain that causes, I wouldn't 

wish it on anyone, not even you. However, I believe, at least 

a little bit, in karma. What goes around, comes around. 

You've had your fun for at least 20 years. You're now being 

surrounded by your true peers, who in turn will most likely 

violate you as you did to a countless number of innocent 

children. 

I can honestly say, I wish you luck. The rest of 
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your life will be miserable, but then again, you chose this. 

You chose to abuse hundreds of women, to abuse thousands of 

times. You did this to yourself, now and, hopefully, forever, 

I am done talking to you. 

Your Honor, thank you for being willing to sit 

through all this mess and let everyone speak. I can't express 

how thankful we all are for your kindness. And, lastly, thank 

you to all my sister survivors, without you I would feel 

alone. Without you, I don't know if I would have had the 

courage to report this, let alone, speak today. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Erin, I don't think that anybody who's 

15 years of age should have on their resume that they've made 

court impact statements and been in two courtrooms. It's 

heartbreaking. It, it really is. And, I know, as you said, 

you've heard a lot of clichés from adults, you'll come out of 

the darkness, and other things. I'm not going to say that to 

you. I just know that someday you will be glad that you did 

make the statements and that you found your voice in the 

courtrooms and I'm glad that you were here. 

And, Megan thank you so much for bringing her here 

and giving her permission to do this today, because it was her 

decision that she wanted to identified. Thank you. 

MS. POLIQUIN: Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: I think, Ms. -- hang on, I have the 

infamous sticky note, right. 
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Okay, so, I think this is the perfect natural break 

to take our lunch, as we said we would. We are going to break 

from approximately 12:00 to 1:00 and so, I think, well, we are 

going to be dealing with the contempt issue and I'll be 

dealing with that in about ten minutes. 

(At 11:56 a.m. - court recessed) 

(At 12:05 p.m. - court resumed) 

THE COURT: We are back on the record in the People 

of the State of Michigan versus Lawrence Nassar. And in this 

file, 17-217-FC, the Court has to address the issue of a 

direct contempt involving one of the victims' parents, Randall 

Margraves. 

Sir, would you raise 

Do you swear to tell 

nothing but the truth, so help 

MR. MARGRAVES: Yes, 

your right hand? 

the truth, the whole truth, and 

you God? 

I do. 

THE COURT: And you are accompanied here by your 

attorney, Mr. Grua (sic). 

MR. GREWAL: Grewal. 

THE COURT: Grewal, sorry. Sorry, Mick. Right? 

He's your attorney here today? 

MR. MARGRAVES: Correct. 

THE COURT: All right, sir. 

Under MCL 600.1711, when any contempt is committed 

in the immediate view and presence of the Court, the Court may 
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punish it summarily by fine, imprisonment, or both. Direct 

contempt of the Court is found when misconduct has occurred in 

the immediate view and presence of the Court, and immediate 

and corrective action is necessary to restore the order and 

maintain the dignity and authority of the Court. Contempt is 

described as disorderly, contemptuous, or insolent behavior 

committed during its seating or the immediate view or presence 

of the Court. 

In this case, while a parent impact statement was 

being made, the Court observed you, sir, assault and attempt 

to batter the defendant. And assault, of course, is being 

that, placing individuals who believe they are at threat of 

harm or physical abuse. And, in fact, you had to be taken 

down by officers. That is why we are back here immediately, 

because the Court believes summary proceedings are appropriate 

because we are doing it immediately. 

Mr. Grewal, do you agree with that? 

MR. GREWAL: I do, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MR. GREWAL: I would like to make a comment. 

THE COURT: Pardon me? 

MR. GREWAL: I would like to make a comment. 

THE COURT: Yes, we're not -- I'm not there yet. 

So, and I would indicate, for the record, that at 

the break -- at one of the breaks, the Court did meet with our 
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prosecutor, Mr. Doug Lloyd, Mr. Grewal, on your behalf, the 

defense attorney, Mr. Newburg, was consulted, and our Sheriff 

was present. So there was a discussion. I would indicate for 

the record that you have been being held in a holding cell 

since that time. That you've not been just walking around the 

building. You've been back in a holding cell. 

And, so, now the question is what does the Court do 

about the fact that you were in direct contempt of court. 

Just for the record, you need to know that I could give you a 

jail sentence, I could fine you up to $7,500, I could order 

any costs or expenses associated with the proceeding, and any 

combination of that. 

I don't want to do that. I understand -- well, 

actually I don't. I'm a parent, I can't say I understand it. 

I don't know what it would be like to stand there as a father 

and know that three of your girls were injured physically and 

emotionally by somebody sitting in a courtroom. I can't 

fathom that. Angie, the Attorney General, did share with me 

that you heard things today, on the record, that you didn't 

know before. I can see that, absolutely, creating an anger 

and a rage so great that any parent would want to do physical 

harm. So I understand that. But you have to understand that 

this is a courtroom, and this is where we carry out and 

enforce the rules of law. It is not acceptable that we combat 

assault with assault. We have to teach our children and other 
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adults that when people do things that are wrong, and they 

break the law, we handle that by using the legal proceedings 

to punish them. We cannot, and I cannot tolerate or condone, 

vigilantism or any other type of action that basically comes 

down to an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth. That is not - 

- and that's not what's best in this situation. What's best 

here is that we take this horrible tragedy and we learn to 

educate people. And I don't disagree that as a parent and the 

victims that you want people held accountable. I don't 

disagree with that. Use the legal system to do it. Use the 

system of justice that's here and there will be the proper 

punishment. 

But, as for the direct contempt of court, there is 

no way that this Court is going to issue any type of 

punishment given the circumstances of this case. And, I do --

my heart does go out to you, and your family, because of what 

you've gone through. 

Now, it's my understanding that you're going to be 

released, but I need you to give me your solemn promise that 

nothing else is going to happen. That nobody has to be 

concerned about going to their cars, and that this was truly 

an immediate and emotional reaction of a father to hearing 

what you heard today. 

Go ahead, sir. 

MR. MARGRAVES: That is correct, Your Honor. I 
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appreciate your sympathy. I would like to apologize to you 

and the courtroom, courtroom proceedings. I do have the 

highest and utmost respect for our judicial system. I'd like 

to apologize to everyone in the courtroom and all the 

officers, fine upstanding officers, who had to deal with my 

outburst. 

I came here in support of my daughters. I knew they 

was going to read a statement. I didn't know what all was in 

it. They would not let me see it ahead of time. I've dealt 

with my daughters, as of late, very delicately. I'm realizing 

they may never trust a man again. Then I've got to hear that. 

And I look over here and Larry Nassar's shaking his head no, 

like it didn't happen. Who would put their self through this 

if it didn't happen? 

I lost control. I apologize a hundred times. You 

have my word I will not be at future proceedings. I didn't 

come to proceedings before today. I came solely for support 

of my daughters today. I've definitely calmed down. I'm 

embarrassed. I'm not here to upstage my daughters. I'm here 

to help them heal. 

THE COURT: I believe you. And I accept your 

apology on behalf of the Court. And let's just leave it at 

that, shall we. 

MR. MARGRAVES: Thank you. 

THE COURT: I think that's the best way to handle 

111 

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 345 of 704



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

it. 

Mr. Grewal did you say you had something you wanted 

to say? 

MR. GREWAL: Just briefly, Your Honor. 

I've had a chance to speak to Randy in the holding 

cell and he has calmed down. As he indicated, we all feel for 

him, we're all parents. The world is watching. All these 

amazing survivors are coming forward to share their stories to 

bring sexual assault out of the darkness. The parents are 

survivors too, as they sit there and support their children. 

And Randy did not know what his two daughters were going to 

say. And that moment, his instincts took over. He wanted to 

protect his daughters. He's very apologetic. I think it's 

very difficult when you see society out there still putting 

blame on parents and people still making comments that these 

incidents did not take place and there's no way there's 200 

girls and women out there complaining the situation. A 

situation where we already have high emotions, let's pour 

gasoline on it. 

So, he's sincere in his apology. He apologized to 

all the law enforcement. He's cooperated with the detective 

in this matter. I'd appreciate if you would just release him, 

and I will take him with me to his family and he won't be 

back. 

THE COURT: Okay. 
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He may be released. 

MR. GREWAL: Thank you, Judge. 

THE COURT: That's all for the record. 

(At 12:14 p.m. - court recessed) 

(At 1:10 p.m. - court resumed) 

THE COURT: We are back on the record in the People 

versus Nassar, file 17-217-FC. 

Ms. Povilaitis, are we ready for the next statement? 

MS. POVILIATIS: Yes, Judge. 

I realized that prior to the start of our 

proceedings I did not update the Court, as I traditionally 

have, on the numbers. And, if I could just let you know. I 

know you have the list. At the start of the day we were aware 

of a total of 265 victims who reported to the police 

department. I know that that was previously reported as the 

number -- I'm sorry, to the police department and the Attorney 

General's office, let me preface that. 

THE COURT: Right. 

MS. POVILIATIS: That -- our number as of Wednesday 

was 256. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. POVILIATIS: We're now at 265, to both the 

police department or the Attorney General's office. 

THE COURT: Two hundred and sixty-five as of right 

now. 
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MS. POVILIATIS: Yes. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. POVILIATIS: And, as it relates to these to 

proceedings, we have been approached by 73 survivors to 

provide impact statements. Of those, 64 wish to do so either 

live or read on their behalf. Nine are have been submitted 

to just the Court for your consideration. So, those are most 

recent numbers. 

The next survivor is present in the courtroom, has 

asked to remain anonymous. You'll have her statement read on 

behalf by Bekka Snyder, our victim advocate. She does have a 

photograph. 

THE COURT: And I assume we do not want the 

photograph to be shown by the media, is that correct? 

MS. POVILIATIS: Actually, I'm just going to bring 

it up for you to see. 

THE COURT: Oh, okay. 

That makes it easier for -- thank you. 

Okay. 

And could you please tell me the number for 

identification purposes? 

MS. POVILIATIS: Victim number 48. 

Yes, and she is -- the survivor has indicated to us 

that she is fine with recording live dissemination, live feed, 

so there does not need to be a stoppage of the cameras. 
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THE COURT: Right. 

So her verbal statement can be disseminated, just 

not a photograph, and she will not be identified. 

MS. POVILIATIS: Yes, thank you. 

THE COURT: Very good. 

Ms. Snyder, whenever you're ready. 

MS. SNYDER: Honorable Judge, I did not choose to 

have him as my doctor. I was not star-struck by the magazine 

covers with him in them framed in the exam rooms. I didn't 

know who he was. I was a no-name high school athlete that got 

injured during practice and was sent to see him due to a 

referral. 

What he did physically to me for three years is 

nothing in comparison to what I have emotionally and mentally 

endured. I still have medical issues that he was supposed to 

be treating me for, but failed. To this day, I cannot sit on 

a flat surface, because I will lose all circulation and 

feeling in my legs and genitals. When this happens, I have to 

rush to the bathroom to ensure that I do not urinate on 

myself. 

I do not trust doctors because of how he took 

advantage of me for his own sick pleasures. I do not trust 

people to know that this story belongs to me as he makes me 

feel dirty, disgusting and ashamed. What he did to me has 

damaged my future as I do not find myself worthy of love. I 
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see myself as damaged and tainted. Therefore, it has been 

hard to let someone else love me as I do not love myself. 

I cannot say exactly where I would be today if this 

did not happen to me. Knowing the path that I was on before 

he abused me compared to where I am now, it's like night and 

day. Before I met Larry Nassar I was an honor roll student, 

socially active, involved in many groups, and volunteered. 

When it came to my senior year, when I stopped seeing Larry 

Nassar, I barely graduated high school. I lost the ambition 

and the vision I had for my future. 

This has caused me the loss of many relationships. 

I cannot look at my mother the same. I called my mother after 

talking to an attorney and she expressed how relieved she was 

that I was doing something about what he did to me. I was so 

confused. After talking with her more about it, she knew what 

he was doing, but thought it was a medical procedure just like 

everyone else. She said that it made her feel uncomfortable 

and that is why she stopped going to my appointments. I felt 

abandoned. I lost faith and trust in her role as a mother. 

Since this has come out, it has made me very hyper-

vigilant on whether anyone knows who I am. Who can I trust to 

tell and how do I tell them something like this? Also, if I 

do tell them, what if someone overhears? Will people look at 

me differently? Will people judge me or will they pity me 

because they feel bad? 
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I will not call you a monster, because you are 

afraid of monsters. And I am not afraid of a sick, disgusting 

coward like yourself. I will not explain what you did to me 

because he is the type of human being that would love to hear 

and mentally relive his abuse. But I will say this, he always 

he his eyes closed. I thought it was weird. Maybe he was 

mentally picturing my muscles? Who am I to question him? He 

is the doctor and I am the patient. He would always make low 

grunting growls that now haunt my dreams. Larry Nassar 

manipulated me physiologically. He 

when I was screaming inside to stop 

he acted so calm, like nothing ever 

made me deny how I 

what was happening 

happened. He made 

felt 

because 

me 

trust him and not second guess his medical procedure. 

What is worse, what Larry Nassar did to me or that 

MSU.served me to a knowing pedophile. The only thing MSU has 

done right is hire Andrea Munford to bring this all out. I 

tried to take steps to not let this happen. I wore sweat 

pants so he could not do it. He then provided old boxers 

altered to have Velcro on the sides for easier access. My 

que-stion for you, Larry Nassar, were they personal old boxers? 

There are things in my past that I am not proud of. 

This has made me question what all details to include on how 

this has changed me for fear of being judged. I would never 

have to worry about these details if I never had to live the 

nightmare of Larry Nassar being my doctor. 
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Even though I am not a famous gymnast, I still 

matter and my story is relevant. I still hurt too. With all 

of the medical attention on gymnasts and not what he did has 

taken the focus away and may deter girls like me to come 

forward and deny that something has happened to them because 

they are not a gymnast. 

Victim 48. 

THE COURT: Thank you very much. If you could let 

Victim 48 know that I do appreciate her coming forward with 

her impact statement. She does matter. She's, obviously, 

very worthy of love. Tell her thank you. 

MS. POVILIATIS: We are next going to play a video, 

Your Honor. It's just going take me a minute to get this back 

up. 

THE COURT: All right. 

MS. POVILIATIS: I might need some technical 

assistance. 

Your Honor, the next statement you will hear from is 

from a survivor who wishes to be publicly identified. Her 

name is Emily Winter, E-m-i-l-y, last is W-i-n-t-e-r. She is 

number 212 on our master list and -- we're having some issues 

with our speakers so I hope this will be loud enough for you 

from hear. 

THE COURT: All right. 

Maybe -- is there any way it can go through our 
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system. Where is our IT person? 

MS. POVILIATIS: We could probably use the poly com, 

I know we did that before, but there's a whole issue with the 

live feed right? It wasn't working yesterday. 

THE COURT: Okay, let's try it, and if it isn't 

working, perhaps we could go --

MS. POVILIATIS: Yes. 

THE COURT: -- onto somebody else and then come back 

to it, okay? Just so long as I can hear it, that's --

MS. POVILIATIS: Move the mic? Amplify it or no? 

THE COURT: No, it doesn't -- that's just a 

recorder. 

(At 1:20 p.m. - video of Emily Winter victim 

statement begins) 

THE COURT: Okay, I can hear it now. 

(At 1:27 p.m. - video of Emily Winter victim 

statement concluded) 

THE COURT: Ms. Povilaitis, if you could let Ms. 

Winter know that we had the opportunity to hear her statement 

and to watch her and, certainly, her, her words were impactful 

and I think she will embolden others. So thank her very much 

for taking the time to make the video and submit it to the 

Court. 

MS. POVILIATIS: I will, thank you, Your Honor. 

Your Honor, the next survivor you will hear from is 
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Ashley Erickson. I have her photograph on the screen. Her 

parents are going to be speaking on her behalf. She's had 

some illness this week. This is Orville and, Lynne right? 

MS. L. ERICKSON: Yes. 

MS. POVILIATIS: Erickson. 

THE COURT: I'm sorry, I didn't -- your voice 

dropped. Orville and? 

MS. POVILIATIS: Lynne. 

THE COURT: Lynne? 

MS. POVILIATIS: Yes. 

THE COURT: Erickson? 

MS. POVILIATIS: Yes. 

THE COURT: And you are the parents of Ashley? 

MS. L. ERICKSON: Yes, we are. 

THE COURT: Are you Ashley? 

MS. A. ERICKSON: Yes. 

THE COURT: Are you feeling okay? 

MS. A. ERICKSON: Not currently. I had a procedure 

done. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

Are you all right though? 

MS. A. ERICKSON: But I'm okay. Yeah. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

Let us know if you need anything, okay? 

MS. A. ERICKSON: Okay, thank you. 
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THE COURT: All right. 

And you are going to make the statement, Mr. 

Erickson? 

MR. ERICKSON: I'm going to make the statement on 

behalf as the dad. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MR. ERICKSON: Ashley read her statement -- or gave 

her --

THE COURT: Right. 

MR. ERICKSON: -- last week in Ingham County. 

THE COURT: Right. 

MR. ERICKSON: Thank you, Your Honor, for the 

opportunity to address the Court. My name is Orville 

Erickson, and I'm the father of Ashley Erickson. I must say, 

I never thought in a million years I would be addressing a 

court as I am today, but regretfully, here I am. 

I used to say Ashley was a patient of Dr. Nassar, 

but*I now I regret calling her a victim of Larry Nassar, but 

now she's also a survivor and of his despicable behavior. 

He is a person who has taken more from me and my 

family than I could ever have imagined. I will try to tell 

you how this has affected me as a father, a husband, and a 

person. Some things I will not share because they are too 

personal. 

I have watched my daughter go from a vibrant happy 
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young woman to a person who has anxiety attacks, nightmares, 

nervous tension and trust issues. I have watched her 

relationship with her brothers and family members, friends and 

co-workers disintegrate. I have watched her lose jobs and her 

goals because she has a hard time functioning on a consistent 

basis not knowing when she will have a flashback or a panic 

attack. 

I have watched my wife try to cope with deep regret 

and guilt, since she was in the room during the abuse that 

this was presented as treatment, she feels she should have 

protected Ashley from this abuse. She is not the only person 

here with those feelings, including me. I was also in the 

room when that was being done and was shielded from my view. 

I know as a father I feel like I should have done something 

more so we wouldn't be here today, but I was conned like most 

everybody else in this room. 

For myself, I have lost trust in all things I 

encounter nowadays. I have a hard time trusting my doctors, 

things I am told and things I read. I don't trust the college 

my daughter used to attend and I thought I would try to 

protect her. I seldom buy a newspaper or watch the news 

anymore. I have become withdrawn and moody and my upbeat, 

outgoing personality has taken a tremendous hit. To say I am 

hurt and angry is an understatement. 

I know none of us will fully recover or forget what 
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has been done by you, Larry, over the past 20 years, but I 

hope and pray we can learn to cope in some way. Like I said 

before, I never thought in a million years I would be standing 

here before the Court. It is because of your despicable 

actions, Larry, that we are here, for that I will struggle for 

a lbng time. 

THE COURT: Thank you very much, Mr. Erickson, for 

being here and for making the statement. I appreciate it. 

MS. L. ERICKSON: Thank you, Your Honor, for 

allowing me to speak today. 

My name is Lynne Erickson. I am the mother of 

Ashley Erickson, who is a survivor of Larry Nassar. I am one 

of the moms who sat in the room while my daughter was sexually 

assaulted by Larry under the guise of medical treatment. I 

want to express what this has done to our daughter, to me and 

our entire family. I want to present a parent's point of 

view. 

In the past couple of weeks, the world has heard 

from a group of young girls and women who are now united as 

sister survivors. These brave young women have become a 

strong, mighty force whose voices have been heard. Their 

voices have touched this nation. Their voices have given me 

even more strength to address the court today as a parent. I 

debated whether to pull my request to speak, but their voices 

made me realize that, as a mother, I had an important message 
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too. 

Ashley was a gymnast for many years beginning at the 

age of eight. In college, Ashley was a competitive 

cheerleader until her injuries forced her to stop. Our 

daughter's health and well-being, as with all of our children, 

has always been a priority to my husband and me. When Ashley 

broke her foot doing a back handspring in 1999 at the age of 

11, we were referred to Larry by his wife who was employed by 

our,pediatrician's office. Larry put a cast on her foot and, 

thus, our history began. A history that would change all our 

lives. Ashley was Larry's patient for 17 years ending in 

August of 2016. She was probably one of his last patients 

before he was removed from MSU. You were the knight in 

shining armor for so many athletes who turned to him for 

healing or, so we believed. Now, he is seen by everyone as a 

dark, evil being. 

Our experience began as did everyone else's, Larry 

groomed us to trust him. He made us believe that he truly 

cared about Ashley and her well-being. With all of her sports 

injuries we trusted that he really did want to help her body 

heal. Over the years through August, 2016, this trust grew. 

We shared family stories. He gave Ashley gifts from the 

Olyinpics. He made us feel as though we were friends. Larry 

called her his miracle patient because of all her surgeries 

and serious complications. And to think that I defended you. 

• 
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But Rachel opened our eyes. I told her last week that she was 

my hero. 

light that what I thought was legitimate treatment was just a 

cover up for your own personal sick behavior. How many of 

those appointments you scheduled for her were really 

necessary? How many? At times, you saw her twice a week in 

his office, other times monthly. How much money did we spend 

unnecessarily over the 17 years? 

I will never forget the day or time when Ashley told 

me what you did to her, not once but many, many times. My 

heart sank and I felt numb inside. I wanted to scream at the 

top of my lungs. It felt as though I had fallen into a deep 

dark hole. The guilt came instantly because I was there, but 

then, I had to tell her father. He had been in the room with 

her on a few occasions. How could I have let this happen to 

my precious daughter? I just wanted to hold her, to protect 

her. Our job as parents is to protect our children. I failed 

my own daughter. I wondered why you always sent the medical 

students out of the room while you treated Ashley. Now I know 

why:

The bottom fell out from under us when it came to 

The guilt that I feel will never completely leave 

me. Every day I think about it, how could I let this happen 

to my child. Larry, you did this to me and every parent in 

this room and all around the country. You did this to us. 
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You dishonored my trust. You dishonored the trust of all your 

patients and their parents. You violated our daughters in the 

most despicable manner. You did that to Ashley and countless 

other athletes who came to your evil chamber. When I see her 

or hear -- when I see her quiet tears it breaks my heart. 

Through counseling, I will learn to live with this 

guilt so that eventually my pain will diminish. You will live 

with what you have done to Ashley, to our family and everyone 

else for the rest of your life in a prison cell. 

Because of you, I, and I'm sure others, have 

developed trust issues with the medical profession, trust in 

general. How can someone who took an oath to help others 

sexually assault children and young women? How could you do 

that? 

You used your prestige as a world renowned, highly 

respected physician to your personal advantage. You violated 

your oath as a physician. You demeaned your profession. How 

sad, you could have had it all and you threw it all away. 

Watching our daughter experience severe anxiety attacks and 

live through the terror of nightmares where she relives what 

you did to her, is so difficult for my husband, my sons, and 

our daughter-in-law. Our lives for the past year and a half 

has been a living nightmare at times due to her suffering. 

Through counseling we are healing, but it is a long process. 

We will never know the true impact of how your many 
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assaults to her have affected her over the years, but 

listening to over 150, and the number is much higher now, 

speak has helped us all to understand how many assaults have 

-- how your assaults have affected so many. We will never 

really know how many times you assaulted Ashley over the 17 

years, but once was too many. 

When a child is assaulted it affects so many. 

Because of the bravery of the sister survivors, we know what 

you did to them. Their healing is the number one priority. 

However, your behavior and assault of our daughters have 

affected many layers of people, parents, siblings, 

grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, friends, coaches, the 

list goes on. People across the country who have been 

affected is profound. 

I am so very proud of all sister survivors, they are 

brave, courageous young women who have made a huge statement. 

We will not tolerate the sexual abuse. We will not tolerate 

the violence of our bodies. All young girls and women deserve 

respect, especially defenseless children. Young girls and 

women are not play things. You, Larry Nassar, messed with the 

wrong group of women. I'm sure you have figured that out by 

now. You got caught and you will spend the rest of your life 

in prison. 

The culture of men such as yourself and your view of 

young women and girls must change. All women have a right of 
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protection from men like you. Our culture must change. It 

starts here. 

To quote Aly Reisman, "shame on all those who 

actively protected Larry and shame on all those who looked the 

other way. Those who looked the other way are just as 

guilty." 

If only someone would have listened back in the 

'90s. If only a coach, a trainer would have listened. If 

only someone would have taken the proper steps to protect the 

gymnasts and all the other athletes. If only someone would 

have listened over the past 20 plus years. If only, none of 

us would be here today and my daughter and so many others 

would not have been sexually assaulted by you. 

It's time for those who have stayed quiet to speak. 

It's time for you all to do the right thing. It's time to 

take responsibility. MSU Trustee Joel Ferguson recently said 

that more is happening at MSU than this Nassar thing. Really 

Mr. Ferguson? This Nassar thing has impacted our nation. It 

has impacted the sport of gymnastics. It has impacted the 

integrity of Michigan State University and the entire athletic 

community. The nation is not hearing about all the great 

things being accomplished at MSU and that a list is endless. 

The nation is hearing about the worst pedophile in our 

nation's history, a former doctor of MSU. It's time for all 

who have kept quiet to speak. It's time to help the 
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survivors. 

The sister survivors' voices have been heard. There 

are now investigations concerning how the criminal sexual 

assaults were allowed for so many years at Michigan State 

University, Holt Public Schools students have been asked to 

speak up if anyone was abused, the Karolyi Ranch is under 

review as well as USAG, the list continues to grow. Changes 

will be made. The bond of sister survivors and their families 

has become a strong powerful force that will not go away. 

To those who have asked, where were the parents? Do 

not judge us until you have walked in our shoes, and I pray to 

God that you never do. Stop blaming the parents and the 

victims. You will never understand the core of this monster 

and what he has done because you have not lived through it the 

way we have. My advice to all of you who question us, do not 

listen and judge. Listen and react by helping to rid our 

society of pedophiles. Help to educate others about the 

warning signs of pedophiles. Be a voice for change. Educate 

yourself and educate your children. I thought I had educated 

my daughter, but I didn't do a good enough job. I told her to 

trust doctors. 

May I address Larry? 

THE COURT: Well, very briefly. 

MS. L. ERICKSON: I will be brief. 

Larry, Ashley is a smart, articulate young woman who 
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has-dreams and ambitions. She has drawn strength and power 

from all of the sister survivors. For our family, our goal is 

to ensure that she heals over the next several years. As she 

has told you, "you will not define who I am or who I will be. 

I will be strong again." We are so proud of her for 

addressing you as she did. 

Finally, Larry, a man I trusted with my daughter, 

God asks us to forgive our transgressors and I pray that one 

day I can forgive you for what you have done to Ashley, our 

family and so many more. You betrayed Ashley. You betrayed 

Orv. And, you betrayed me. 

Your Honor, I ask that you give Larry the maximum 

sentence allowed under the plea agreement. Thank you very 

much for the opportunity to speak today. 

THE COURT: Ms. Erickson, I'm glad that you changed 

your mind and decided to speak and you didn't withdraw your 

name, as you indicated you were thinking about. This -- your 

words, and your sentiment, your emotions speak to all the 

parents, that I've heard, and may hear, that have gone through 

this. And, so, I appreciate you sharing that with me because 

you described the impact of things that happened to your 

daughter, and that's the purpose of this sentencing hearing, 

for me to understand the impact. So, I appreciate it very 

much. 

MS. L. ERICKSON: Thank you. 
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THE COURT: Thank you. 

MS. POVILIATIS: Your Honor, the next survivor you 

will hear from has agreed to be publicly identified. She 

brought with her to court today a photograph that we're 

attempting to update our Power Point with. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

Is it your IT making that noise? 

MS. POVILAITIS: Yes, it is. 

MS. LIDDELL: I apologize, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Okay, I didn't know if I needed to be 

concerned or not. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Look at that, we got it going. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, for the record, this is 

Katie Black and she is going to be speaking with you. She is 

with her father, I believe, right? And her coach. And, just 

so the record's clear, the other child in the picture is her 

sister and her father has given permission for her sister's 

photograph to be disseminated as well. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

And we don't need to use the sister's name though, 

but. you're okay -- are you Mr. Black? 

MR. BLACK: It's fine. She does include I'm not 

sure how I read her statement. But she does have her sister 

included in there with her sister's permission. 
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right? 

statement. 

THE COURT: Okay, but you are Mr. Black, is that 

MR. BLACK: Yes, I am. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

Is Katie -- are you a minor Katie? 

MS. BLACK: No. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

Anytime you're ready I would like to hear your 

MS. BLACK: First, Your Honor, one issue that I 

dealt with was accepting not only what happened, but how it 

affected me. Sitting in court, hearing all these fellow 

survivors who suffered with me and the emotional trauma they 

dealt with has let me feel that I am not alone. I wanted to 

thank you for taking the time to let each of us speak and for 

showing that our voices matter. 

The first time I saw Larry I had hurt my lower back. 

I was given a recommendation for the famous gymnastics doctor, 

and when I walked into his office and saw all his signed 

pictures, I couldn't believe it. I was so excited, nearly 

bouncing with joy. But I also wondered why a world famous 

Olympic doctor would see me. I was a near level seven gymnast 

who was turning 12 next month and my injury was probably 

minor. 

My fears dissipated when he entered the room. He 
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was so friendly. He asked questions about me and talked to my 

younger sister, happily answering all of her seemingly endless 

questions. He wasn't just interested in my injury, he was 

interested in who I was. Then he had me change my jeans into 

shorts. They weren't those weird hospital shorts, they were 

his-gym shorts for little girls. He told me I had minor 

scoliosis, would have to watch it very carefully as I grew. 

One of my legs was slightly shorter than the other which made 

my hips rotate and cause me pain, although his adjustments 

could fix it. 

He adjusted me then. I remember lying on my back on 

that table, with one of my legs pushed all the way back in a 

split, with my foot hitting the table next to my head. He was 

so impressed with my flexibility. Pulling my leg back, just 

to push it down again. He excitedly explained how there was 

no resistance. My leg would just glide over onto the table 

and it didn't even stretch me. He then stretched the rest of 

me, testing how far each part of my body would move. I was so 

proud in that moment. Knowing this Dr. Nassar was impressed 

by me. 

At the end though I was told that I had lazy butt. 

Apparently, I used my hyperflexibility to complete skills 

instead of using my back muscles and I was given a list of 

exercises. I was disappointed that my back hurt because I was 

doing things wrong, but at least there would be an easy fix. 
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As I was leaving he reminded me to always wear 

shorts or tight pants like leggings so that he could get to my 

back. He laughed, saying if I didn't I would have to wear his 

shorts again. It was awkward, but I brushed it off and said I 

would. 

The next time I was ready -- getting 

appointment with him I thought about his pants 

remember looking through my clothing wondering 

accessible enough for 

wear a specific thing 

methods. 

him. 

to a 

ready for an 

rule and I 

what was 

It felt a little strange having 

doctor, but who 

to 

was I to judge his 

A few months later I began my slow spiral into 

depression. I had so much faith in the exercises, but it was 

supposed to start helping and it didn't. Hadn't been long, 

but I used to fight every day for extra time on each event so 

I could practice gymnastics longer. I was stuck on physical 

therapy, conditioning, and watered down skills and, 

eventually, I just started practicing though the pain, 

claiming that my back was good enough. And I continued to see 

Larry hoping each time for a new plan since it wasn't working. 

I never did though. 

Years later he was away at a competition and I saw a 

different doctor that worked with him. I've learned that she 

knew about him, but at least she ordered an MRI. I learned 

that I have a herniated disk. As time went by, it became more 
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until there was numbness and tingling and a pinched nerve down 

to my toes which is when I saw her. I guess I didn't just 

have lazy butt. 

I suffered for years thinking it was my own fault 

that my back wasn't getting better and I wasn't trying hard 

enough and he was wrong. But, he wasn't actually wrong 

because he just never bothered to check what was wrong. He 

gave me exercises for everything. 

Once one of his assistants checked my ankle before 

Larry to see how well he could diagnose it, but he grabbed the 

wrong one. He was telling me all the things wrong with it and 

how.it's not supposed to bend anywhere near that far. I let 

it go because it was amusing. I hadn't realized my ankle was 

so damaged. When I told him it was the other one, he was 

shocked. He thought I was confused because it was obviously 

damaged. To his surprise he found that my other ankle was 

much worse. He couldn't stop telling me how terrible they 

were. Larry examined them and agreed, lamenting that the 

ligaments were extremely stretched out. 

That day I left with the same list of ankle 

exercises that I've done every other time before. Only I have 

the instructions to do them multiple times a day, no 

exceptions, to stop being lazy, because, obviously, I was 

lying when I said that I did them, because my ankles wouldn't 

be this bad if I did them every day like I was supposed to be. 
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They hurt every waking moment and it got to the 

point where I could only do vault or floor every practice 

because during both was too much pounding and too much pain. 

Walking too long was torture. Running made me want to scream. 

Jumping made me clench my teeth together. And tumbling made 

me question the sport I loved so much. 

I tried physical therapy for my back and my ankles 

and after a few months they told me to give up because it 

wasn't helping either of them. I taped my ankles every single 

practice because they were so unstable and the two minute 

walks between high school classes was painful. They'd throb 

as I tried to fall asleep at night, yet I got the same list of 

exercises from him every single time. 

Last year I had ankle reconstruction surgery on both 

of them. I spent nearly my entire second semester at college 

in a walking boot, but it was worth every second. I can run 

without pain and I can even jump. My ankles are fixed now, 

but no thanks to him. 

I want to know how hard it is to just say that my 

ankles are permanently damaged and that they won't recover 

without surgery. Why did I get those stupid exercises over, 

and over, and over? Why do I own three bare bands and have an 

ankle brace that I would wear daily and why did my dad have to 

buy two boxes with 32 rolls of athletic tape at a time, every 

-- multiple times a year? Maybe it was his was way to keep me 
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coming back. He didn't just abuse me, he prevented my -- all 

of my injuries from healing. 

I always wanted to do college gymnastics, and at the 

end I could have made it on the team somewhere, but I was in 

so Much pain that I couldn't stand it anymore. I quit 

gymnastics and I gave up my dream. And I regret it for the 

rest of my life. It's one dream I'll never be able to 

achieve. Chalk was the air I breathed and my hands were tough 

and calloused. Sore muscles were the norm and falling made 

great banquet crash videos. Gymnastics was my entire life and 

now I'll never love something as much as that sport, but I 

know -- I don't know if I'll ever do it again. I can't even 

think about it without thinking about him. He ruined my 

sport, and my body and you ruined me. 

I'd always been shy before I met him. But then I 

started to become afraid of people. Over the next couple 

years I became increasingly wary of others, couldn't trust 

anyone. I started flinching when anyone touched me. I've 

become tense with instinct to run when I was hugged. I 

couldn't stand my own sister hugging me. I could see how much 

it hurt her, how much she felt like I didn't care about her. 

I felt guilty and miserable watching her smiles turning to 

hurt and disappointment, but being touched was terrifying. 

I've started distancing myself from people so they 

couldn't hurt me. How could I know which people I trusted 
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would hurt me too. I can't be in a relationship because I 

can't feel comfortable enough with anyone. How do I know they 

won't manipulate and hurt me too. I developed general anxiety 

as well social anxiety. And the more -- the more out of 

control my life felt due to him, the more I ate. Eventually I 

stopped eating because it was something that I could control, 

but I ended up giving in because I couldn't practice 

gymnastics due to the weakness. 

I have flashbacks and hearing about him affects my 

ability to focus on anything else for days. Right now I 

should be studying for my exams next week, but I'm here. I 

should be focused on my classes, but he keeps coming back to 

my mind and I can barely sleep at night. He's a nightmare 

that won't end, and maybe I'll wake up after this. 

MSU was my dream school my whole life. My dad went 

there and whenever we visited Larry for an appointment my dad 

gave us a tour of the campus. I went to gymnastics camp there 

at the end my parents could barely drag me away. It felt like 

my school already. It is my school now and it is still my 

dream. I love my university, but I don't love how it's 

handled Nassar. 

MSU has disappointed me and because of its lack of 

action against him many people were hurt. It hurt me 

personally to learn how many people they are defended, hid or 

even helped him. I hope we will move forward from here. I 
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want to be proud of every part of my university. 

My sister, in the picture, who did gymnastics with 

me, she loves to talk and she's curious about everything. She 

always has amazing excitement about the world. I can't tell 

you how many times I've heard an adult joke that I was so 

quiet because with her around I didn't even have the chance to 

say anything. She liked Larry immediately. Not only was he 

the famous doctor, but he would answer all of her questions, 

from what do ligaments do, to what was it like at the 

Olympics. Larry was a personable, caring, and interested in 

our lives. He loved to talk and they got to know each other 

quickly. He'd text us about her injuries and let both of us 

see him in the same hour. It felt like we were friends and he 

really cared. He seemed so nice, but I slowly felt more and 

more uncomfortable with him. 

My back never stopped hurting. The amount of pain 

never even decreased. I didn't know why, but I hated being 

there. His back exercises, he'd say I wasn't doing them 

right. He'd teach me the proper forms for his exercises 

again, touching each muscle that was supposed to be engaged. 

In this particular plank I was supposed to tighten my vagina 

muscles first, then my gluts, and then my core. I kept coming 

out of form and laying back onto the table hoping he'd realize 

how uncomfortable I was. Hoping I could subtly move his hands 

away. He told me to stop loosening up and when I was 
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tightening my vagina muscles that I -- his fingers should feel 

it tighten. Eventually I realized he wasn't going to stop and 

he wasn't going move his hands so I did it. I lay awake at 

night wondering if it was okay, and I didn't know, but I just 

went to sleep and forgot about it. 

Before that I didn't know why I hated being there. 

It was always the little things that didn't feel right. Why 

did he need to take my shirt off to stretch my shoulders? Why 

were his hands a little lower on my back than they needed to 

be? Everyone else loved him so much there, I thought I was 

being ridiculous. 

My sister would bounce with joy when we went to see 

him and soon I began watching her. She was always there for 

her wrist, and occasionally her ankle. I didn't realize when 

I started watching her, the anxiety I felt. I could hardly 

dare to look away when he touched her wrist. I began watching 

his hands to see where they were. I began watching her face 

for any signs of being uncomfortable. It was always fine and 

she- still loved him so much. 

Eventually I stopped going to see him. I couldn't 

make myself go anymore, but complained about my back at an 

appointment with him was suggested and I always quickly 

backpedaled saying I would do my exercises more and I have 

been slacking like he said. So then I started saying that my 

back didn't hurt anymore. Quietly did exercises in my room 
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and learned to hide my grimace at practice. 

When I saw him for my ankles he'd offer to look at 

my back and I would deny any semblance of pain existed so he 

wouldn't touch me. Soon I couldn't stand even being in his 

office or seeing him anywhere anymore. And I stopped going to 

my sister's appointments as well. I repressed any semblance 

of knowledge about him, but subconsciously I think I knew. I 

couldn't stand to be around him. He made me so uncomfortable 

(inaudible) for my sister. 

I never talked to her about it and I let her go 

unguarded to her appointments. I told myself it was only her 

wrist and it had never been a problem before, but the guilt 

followed. I left her when she needed me and she didn't even 

know she needed my protection. Or that how uncomfortable I 

was prevented me from making sure she wasn't. Or feel shaky 

and anxious whenever she went to him. And I felt like I 

couldn't breathe, but I couldn't understand why. 

She denies he abused her, but I'll never'know. What 

if she repressed it like I did? What if in one of those last 

appointments something happened and I wasn't there for her? 

I'll never be able to forgive myself. When the new broke 

about him I was panicked. My subconscious fears had been 

confirmed and I had left her alone with a predator. She's my 

sister and we're supposed to help each other when we need it 

and I feel like I let her down and the guilt will follow me 
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around forever. 

My dad blames himself, but I thank him. He trusted 

Larry as a doctor, just like he's supposed to be able to. I 

thank him because I know that without him here at the 

appointments it would have been worse. He may have been 

there, but Larry always had a funny way of standing in the 

perfect spot to block his hands. He'd explain what was 

causing the injury and then move on to personal questions and 

funny stories to make my dad laugh, but his hand became more 

invasive. It felt like the more uncomfortable I was the more 

talkative he was with my family. Larry was a master 

manipulator. I think he'd be a great magician since he's so 

good at misdirection. 

My dad was always there asking questions though. He 

was there and so it couldn't be worse, and whatever he could 

hide with his body and the stories he told. Everyone seems to 

try to comfort me with the fact that he'll likely be abused in 

prison, but I don't want that. I'm tired of all the 

suffering. And all the sexual abuse. And as terrible as he 

is, not even him deserves to suffer it. 

For sentencing I ask for a year for every girl that 

has come forward. Each and every one of us deserve more time 

than that, but it won't help because unless he's a murderer, 

like he is the best doctor in the world, he won't be able to 

serve all the years he deserves. One year for each person 
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will represent all the survivors that have come forward. 

Your Honor, may I address the defendant? 

THE COURT: Go ahead. 

MS. BLACK: I don't hate you when I look at you. 

Not when I hear about you or think about you. I only feel the 

sense of sadness and loss for everything that you've taken 

from me. But the life I could have lived but I look at you, I 

feel empty. But when I think about my dad I feel angry. He's 

so mad with you. With everything you've done to me and every 

other girl you could. You didn't just hurt us, you hurt 

everyone who cares about us. Sometimes I think my dad hurts 

more than me. I hate you for their suffering, for my coaches, 

for my mom, for my dad and every other survivor, parent and 

coach. My dad is the one who took me to see you and he feels 

overwhelmingly guilty. He's apologized to me so many times 

and he hurts because of you. I didn't see -- when I look at 

him he'll forever be trying to make up for something he didn't 

do wrong and I can forgive you for myself. I've passed the 

point of suffering from you. My family will never recover 

though. It doesn't matter how many times I tell my dad he's 

not guilty. That he couldn't have known, he was trying to do 

what was best for me. It doesn't matter, it will haunt him 

forever, but not in the way that it haunts me. I don't know 

if he'll ever move past it, and I can't forgive you for that 

part. 
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Maybe if you wanted to be forgiven, but you still 

seem to be denying all this. You say you're praying the 

rosemary (sic) every day for forgiveness. Well praying won't 

erase your sins and God won't forgive them. I learned that 

God will only consider forgiving you if you are truly sorry. 

But you don't seem to be truly sorry. Nobody who's truly 

sorry would have continued this for so long. Even when people 

spoke out against you, you didn't falter. You gave your 

public apologies, but deny in your letter. Some people need 

your apology, but I do not. I'm tired of you lying and 

deceiving. I don't need your apology to move on, but you do. 

You listened to us because you're forced to. You 

don't even want to be here. You said in your letter how 

listening to us might be too painful for you, but I hope 

somewhere in that brain of yours you remember every word. If 

you ever admit it to yourself then you'll be able to know the 

suffering you've caused. I hope you admit it to yourself so 

you-can pray for forgiveness without denial, that way God can 

actual consider forgiving you. I want that for you. 

I keep mentioning God because it's -- that is 

because I know we believe in the same one. My sister loved 

and trusted you so much, she asked you to be her confirmation 

sponsor. Do you remember that? You were supposed to be the 

person she could go to for any questions about her faith. You 

were the one that she chose to guide her and help her make the 
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choices to live her best life in faith. I guess she chose 

wrong. Even if you didn't abuse her, you still hurt her. She 

trusted you and looked up to you and you betrayed her 

completely and I hope you can live with that. 

We defended you. When the first allegation came out 

my family said they'd stick with you. That it was just one. 

That you could still be her sponsor in a couple weeks. But 

then the rest came. And she found someone else. I hope she 

can move on from this too. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Thank you so much for your statement, 

Katie. Obviously, you took time to be very thorough and 

outline everything that's happened both to you and, as you 

said, to the people that you love and the people who love you. 

I hope for you, now that these legal proceedings are coming to 

an end, that that will provide some closure. Like you said, 

you should be studying for exams. You shouldn't be standing 

in a courtroom. And, this will come to an end and then you 

won't have to be in a courtroom again. Thank you very much 

for being here. 

MS. BLACK: Thank you for having me. 

THE COURT: Thank you sir, and thank you, ma'am, for 

being here with her. 

Ms. Povilaitis. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Judge, the next two statements I'm 

going to read on behalf of those survivors. 
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THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. POVILAITIS: The next statement is from a victim 

that we've identified as 248. She is anonymous. She's in 

Chile. Actually, I think she's probably watching. I hope she 

is. She has respectfully asked me to hand the defense and the 

defndant a sticky note with her name on it though so that he 

will know who this is coming from. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

If you give that to Mr. Newburg, that would be fine. 

He can share that with his client. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Thank you, Your Honor, for 

listening to my story and everyone else's story. Also, thank 

you for making the defendant listen as well, as we all deserve 

our stories to be heard. 

Larry, this is going to be very short as I don't 

want to waste anymore of my time on you. 

I met you when I was a little girl at Great Lakes 

Gymnastic Club. That is where I also met your now ex-wife, 

Stephanie. I remember running back into your office to get my 

ankles or shins wrapped. I remember seeing the smile on your 

face and hearing your contagious laugh. I remember 

Stephanie's beauty and talent and though how lucky you two 

were to have found each other. A perfect pair. I remember 

hearing the stories you would tell about life and each other - 

- pardon me, and I remember hearing the stories you would tell 
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about life and gymnastics. I would always find a way to go 

back there in your office. I remember trusting you and being 

fascinated by your work. 

When I was in sixth grade I had left the sport as my 

father could no longer afford it due to a divorce. That 

wasn't the end of our relationship though. I later became a 

gymnast for my high school and this is when I began having 

back problems. The first person that came to mind was Larry 

Nassar. You were someone I already knew, admired and trusted. 

I was so excited to be seen by the Larry Nassar. My father 

took me to my first appointment. This is when my evaluation 

was done. I was so amazed and impressed that your office was 

full of Olympic gymnast pictures, autographs, and memorabilia. 

I thought to myself, wow, how lucky am I. Someone as well-

known as Larry would still be willing to work on me and help 

me with my back. At that first appointment was told I'd be 

back to normal in no time and pain free. Little did I know 

the next appointment and every other appointment that followed 

would consist of me being sexually assaulted. 

The appointments, you told me you had a non-

traditional technique and swore it was the best treatment for 

my L-5 back problem. But never in a million years did I 

expect what was to happen in your MSU Sports Medicine office 

to be the quote, unquote, non-traditional treatment you had 

mentioned. Saying these appointments were extremely 
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uncomfortable is an understatement. Words cannot express how 

I felt and the mixed emotions I had during each and every one 

of those appointments. I prayed each appointment would end 

quickly so I could hurry home to take my shower. I have never 

felt so dirty after each appointment. Every appointment 

consisted of one of your hands in my vagina doing your vaginal 

manipulation while the other forehand -- forearm was on my 

lower back. I remember whenever, whenever people would knock 

on the door to come in you would quickly cover my vagina area. 

At the time I thought it was to keep my private parts just 

that, private. Instead, now I know it was to hide your 

disgusting actions. 

I especially remember the times you noticed I was 

menstruating and I had a tampon in. You said this technique 

still needed to be done so instead of the usual vaginal 

manipulation you would do anal manipulation. Wow. Still 

again, no gloves were worn. It took everything I had to not 

throw up during those appointments. 

I eventually stopped going to you because my pain 

never went away. I thought something was seriously wrong with 

my back because even Larry Nassar couldn't fix me. It turns 

out I was just another victim of your personal gratification 

and you weren't actually trying to fix my pain. 

Why I remained silent. I never spoke of these 

events because why would I question Larry Nassar? Why would I 
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question the go to the doctor who works with Olympic gymnasts? 

Why would I question the doctor who had an office on MSU 

campus? Why would I question someone I have known since by 

Great Lakes Gymnastics Club days? Why would I question the 

doctor that came highly recommended by everyone? Why would I 

question the person I trusted? 

I truly thought this was just an uncomfortable 

technique that would fix my back. I had no reason to doubt 

your methods. I kept these appointments to myself as I was 

embarrassed at the length I would go to just to get rid of the 

my back pain. 

Now, until just recently, Friday, January 26, 2008 

(sic), to be exact, one week ago, I had no clue I was and am 

one of your victims. I heard about all the women coming 

forward about you sexually assaulting them and it never 

crossed my mind that I could be a victim too. Those days were 

a dark time in my life I chose to forget about. To lock up 

those thoughts and feelings and never think about them again. 

On January 26, I saw the original list of victims 

and'saw one of my very best friends, Trinea. I messaged her 

right away as I never knew she was sexually assaulted by you 

too. We never talked about your appointments with you as so 

many ladies did, didn't. Because of the humiliation we felt, 

and the trust we had in you that you were doing the right 

thing. As I read more of the victim stories and heard their 
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impact statements, it wasn't until then that I realized I am a 

victim too. What you did to me wasn't for my benefit, to 

relieve the pain I had in my back, it was simply for your 

selfish sexual gratification. That day I took two showers. 

I felt dirty the days you did those techniques to 

me, but years later I felt dirtier than I have ever felt 

before. All of those feelings have come back, come back a 

million times. I haven't slept more than a few hours a night 

since then because those appointments I had with you go 

through my head. The vision of your face and the contagious 

laugh you once had now haunt me. My stomach sits in my throat 

all day and all night. I have had a constant headache that no 

matter how much Tylenol I take I can't seem to get rid of. To 

know I was violated when I was such a little girl is 

incomprehensible. Why would you prey on young innocent little 

girls? You preyed on little girls who trusted you and thought 

the world of you. You had all of our parents' trust as well. 

How-did you do this for so many years? It is so disgusting. 

You are one sick monster. 

Speaking up about it. As hard as it was to go 

through those horrible appointments for me it is harder to 

admit it to people. I am still an unknown victim to the 

public and always will be. I don't want people to look at me 

like I am an alien. I don't want people to ask the questions 

that are inevitable to follow. I want to be remembered as a 
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gymnast I was, not as your victim. Truly, I am too ashamed to 

tell people now that I once was a gymnast. I actually asked 

my husband to never mention to anyone that I was a gymnast in 

fear that that will be the first question anyone will ask. 

Are you a victim of Larry Nassar? But you, you know who I am. 

Trinea was the very first person I told and confided 

in to make sure I wasn't crazy and to make sure I too was a 

victim before I spoke up. I then got the courage to tell my 

husband when he asked me about it. This was difficult. I 

have known my husband for 17 years now and we have been 

together for 15 years. This is the second time I have ever 

seen or heard my husband cry. It has been awkward as he 

doesn't know how to act around me, and quite frankly, I don't 

know how to act either. I am at the point where I refuse to 

tell my father. He was a single parent trying to help his 

daughter get rid of my pain that often put me in tears. He is 

a cancer survivor, but this, this would kill him. He would 

die knowing he took me to Larry only to be sexually assaulted. 

So for the rest of our lives I will keep this deep, dark 

secret from him to save him from the pain this would cause 

him: 

Larry, I hope you get the medical help you 

desperately need. I hope one day you can answer the questions 

that so many of us have. I hope one day you can give us 

survivors a sincere apology as we so much deserve. In time, I 
• 
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will try to forgive you. And maybe, someday, I will be able 

to pray for you. But not now, I am not ready for that. This 

is all I have to say to Larry at this time. Again, thank you, 

Your Honor, for listening to my words. I appreciate the time 

I was given. 

Victim Number 248. 

THE COURT: Thank you very much, Victim 248. If you 

are watching, because you're anonymous I have to just use the 

number and that makes me feel bad, so I will call you 

anonymous in Chile. Thank you for taking the time to write 

the statement. I hope that by writing this statement and 

sending it into the Court and making the statement to the 

defendant and letting him know that you were talking to him, 

helps you on your road to recovery. Thank you. 

MS. POVILAITIS: I have one more statement, Your 

Honor, to read. I believe -- well, we have a few live 

victims, but we're going to read a few 

THE COURT: Pardon me? 

MS. POVILAITIS: We're going to read a few read on 

behalfs, at this point. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. POVILAITIS: The next one I will read on behalf 

of as well, and it is another anonymous. It is Victim Number 

252: 

Somewhere between 1988 and 1990, Larry performed the 
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medical procedure on me. I was between 10 and 12 years old. 

I loved gymnastics but had already experienced my fair share 

of nagging injuries. At the time I was dealing with a 

tailbone injury. Larry invited me, along with several other 

gymnasts, to his apartment in Delta Township to help him with 

research he was doing for MSU as well as to help us with our 

injuries. When I arrived, with my mother, he first had me do 

some things for his research. He then had me take a bath at 

his apartment. I was uncomfortable with this as I didn't even 

take bathes at my friends' houses, but the other girls had 

done it so I didn't say anything. He then had me get on his 

table without any underwear or bottoms of any kind. He put a 

towel over my pelvic area. He told my mother and I that this 

treatment would fix my tailbone injury. He inserted his 

fingers into my vagina and into my anus. I do not remember 

how long it took, but for me it seemed to last a long time. 

It was not pleasant and made me very uncomfortable. 

Afterwards, we left and I was not seen by Larry at his 

apartment again. 

Larry, in your letter last week, you said that this 

was a medical procedure and it fixed us. I will say it did 

not- address my pain in my tailbone, but it does not mean it 

wasn't sexual assault. I'm sorry, I'm going to say that 

again, I will say it did address my pain in my tailbone, but 

it does not mean it wasn't sexual assault. While my mother 
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thought you were a doctor, in reality, you had barely begun 

medical school. You did not have informed consent as you did 

not provide any alternative treatments, the risks and benefits 

of this procedure and/or the alternatives. You were not 

licensed as a medical professional or doctor to conduct the 

treatments on patients. You were not in a medical office and 

did'not have any other medical professional present at the 

time of the quote, unquote, procedure. I was 12 or under and 

did not understand that area of my body or what you were doing 

to me. I did not realize those areas existed and that 

anything, let alone your fingers, could go into those areas. 

You violated me for your own gratification and the way you did 

it leads me to believe I was not the first. You had already 

figured out how to earn the trust of gymnasts and their 

parents and the excuses you needed to violate them without 

their knowledge or suspicion. 

I have always wondered why that day is so etched in 

my memory, but had never allowed myself to explore that. It 

wasn't until last week, when I heard another gymnast speak 

about her experience of being invited to help you with a 

research project at your apartment that I realized it was 

almost exactly what happened to me that day almost 30 years 

ago. This is when I finally allowed myself to come to terms 

with the fact that you violated me physically and emotionally. 

That is why I have never forgotten that day and remember it 
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like it was yesterday. 

The disgust I feel not just for myself, but for the 

victims and their families is immense. I will be in therapy 

trying to work through all of this, but I will work through 

it. This will be defeat me nor define me. It has defeated 

you and it will define you. I hope you get the help that you 

clearly need. You will be judged in the end by the only judge 

that matters and that is not me. 

I plan to try to turn what you did to me and all the 

other victims into a positive experience by forcing myself, 

others and society to look at ourselves and the systems we 

have in place. We need to catch the other Larry Nassars that 

are already out there and try to prevent any new ones from 

being successful. This epidemic in our society allowed you to 

flourish in our midst under the guise of being a world 

renowned medical doctor that we were lucky enough to have 

treat us. I hope to help lead charge to eradicate it from all 

our society and not just the areas that allowed you to 

flourish. I hope to force change so my children get to live 

in a very different society than that I grew up in and allowed 

you to happen. 

Victim 252. 

THE COURT: Would you please let Victim 252 know 

that I, I really appreciate her sharing --

MS. POVILAITIS: I will. 
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THE COURT: -- her story. I hope that, again, as 

far as writing a statement, I hope that provides some, some 

help. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Thank you, Judge. 

Your Honor, the next -- I didn't finish my thought 

today. 

THE COURT: It's okay. 

MS. POVILAITIS: The next survivor statement will be 

read by Ms. Liddell. She has given us permission to identify 

her. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. POVILAITIS: And I think it might be helpful if 

I just put her name on the screen. 

THE COURT: Is that --

MS. POVILAITIS: This is Ms. Lynlee Phillips. 

THE COURT: Lynlee. Phillips. Correct? 

MS. LIDDELL: L-y-n-1-e-e. Phillips, common 

spelling. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. LIDDELL: When I was first approached about 

flying out to Michigan to read a victim impact statement, I 

thought I would want to take part and speak my truth. 

However, as the time drew closer, I realized I couldn't handle 

the situation or so many reasons. I made a bunch of excuses 

about the time commitment, money and work, but ultimately I 
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just didn't want to face him or think about how this man has 

impacted on my life. So I sat silent, watching and listening 

to other survivors tell their stories. After seeing the 

testimonies, I realize how important it is for me to share my 

truth, show my support as a survivor and try and gain some 

closure from this horrible event. 

February 20, 2017, that was the morning I saw his 

name on the television and the course of my life was forever 

changed. I immediately felt sick to my stomach, but in the 

same moment, relief for being right. I turned to my wife and 

said, I knew it. I knew in that moment that what he had done 

to me was wrong and not the legitimate medical procedure he 

made it out to be. I had buried it for over 15 years, but in 

my gut, I always knew it was wrong. 

I felt the same way sitting in my living room in 

2017 as I did as a young naive girl in Nassar's office in 

2002. My body froze, I felt numb, I was paralyzed like 

something was wrong, but I just couldn't put my finger on it. 

Except this time I could, this time I knew, this time his 

secret was out. When I spoke to the Michigan State Police to 

report my abuse later that day, I cried harder than I ever 

knew I could cry, but came to discover that was my new normal. 

I cried for days, retreating from my wife, my family, my 

friends, and my life. I had a hard time teaching and 

finishing assignments for graduate school, let alone keeping 
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up with my day-to-day tasks. This went on for weeks. 

Finally, with the encouragement of my wife, I sought 

much needed help. I began speaking with a therapist who 

recommended Eye Movement Desensitization and Reprocessing 

(EMDR) therapy. She diagnosed me with PTSD. But not from 

2002 because in 2002 I didn't understand what had happened. 

She says my PTSD is from the moment I read about it on the 

news in 2017. This therapy is very intense and continues to 

be ongoing. 

As far as a victim impact statement, I've only known 

for a year and just scratched the surface on how this is going 

to impact my life. I will forever be someone who uses #metoo. 

I'm impacted and I'm scared to know how all of this will 

manifest throughout the course of my life. I have had to deal 
• 

with many feelings of failure for not recognizing that he was 

abusing me. I felt that I should have known. I couldn't look 

my dad in the eye when I told him because he raised a more 

self-aware daughter. My parents raised someone who would 

stand up for herself and speak out, but I didn't. I didn't 

because I didn't know. I trusted him and was honored to be 

seen by him. I hung all my hopes on him getting me better 

before nationals. But he didn't help me, my groin still hurts 

and now I am stuck dealing with this horrific nightmare for 

the rest of my life, in ways that are yet to be seen. 

Now, I refuse to go to male doctors, after being 
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violated by Nassar. Do 

rural southern Delaware 

hard to be picky. As a 

chitopractor for over a 

- I haven't been to see 

you know how hard that is? I live in 

and there are very few doctors, it's 

result, I put off going to the 

year because he was male. I haven't 

my, my male family doctor since I 

heard the news. I changed my gynecologist to a female. In 

addition, I am unfortunately having difficulty getting 

pregnant and the only fertility specialist in the area is a 

male. So, do I give up on trying to get pregnant or find a 

way to endure the psychological anguish and see this male 

doctor? What an awful reality. Thanks Nassar. Also, I now 

question whether all of this stress has affected my ability to 

get pregnant. Who knows? 

As a lesbian who has never been with a man, to know 

a man's unwanted fingers have been inside me makes me want to 

curl up and fade away. Who am I now? I have always had a lot 

of pride in my identity as a lesbian and confidence in knowing 

who I was at such a young age. Nassar has taken that away 

from me. 

To MSU, an institution that let me down, whose 

coaches sat in my living 

take care of me 600 plus 

my love and my pride for 

room and told my 

miles from home. 

a school who put 

parents they would 

How do I reconcile 

me in the direct 

line of fire of a pedophile? A school who now claims no 

responsibility because it's beyond the statute of limitations, 
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a three year limitation. Well, MSU, I've only known for one 

year and I reported the same day I found out. Shame of you 

for trying to step -- side-step any responsibility for what 

happened to me under your watch when you clearly knew all 

along. 

I was once a strong, lighthearted and optimistic. 

miss that girl and I wish I could get her back. I feel 

forever changed and that makes me so sad. My goal is for one 

day to feel like this is just something that happened to me 

and does not define my future. I hope to learn from this and 

use it as a platform to help others. Unfortunately, at this 

moment, this realization of what has occurred has shattered 

the world I once knew and has changed my trajectory forever. 

THE COURT: Ms. Phillips, please make sure you tell 

her I thank her for submitting her impact statement and, 

although, she said she did not want to face him, by writing 

her statement and sharing her truth, she has faced him. And, 

so, I thank her for that. 

MS. LIDDELL: The next, Your Honor, will be Victim 

52. She wishes to be publicly identified. Her name is Kassie 

Castle. 

THE COURT: Ms. Liddell, go ahead. 

MS. LIDDELL: Hello, my name is Kassie Castle. I 

would first like to thank everyone who has helped me get there 

to make this statement. I started gymnastics at Twistars USA 
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at the age of seven. I was a very hyper child so gymnastics 

stole my heart from the start. I was 11 years old when I 

first became injured. I fell on beam and dislocated three 

ribs. I was immediately taken to Larry to be examined. That 

is when my nightmare began. 

Although it was, it didn't seem like much of a 

nightmare. I was 11 seeing the best doctor the sport had 

known. I would read books about Mary Lou Retton and Dominique 

Mocianeau and to share a doctor with them was indescribable. 

I knew that if he could make these Olympic gymnasts feel no 

pain then he could easily help me. Plus half of my friends 

already seen him for treatment so initial trust was easy to 

come by. 

Gymnastics was no cake walk. It was mentally, 

physically and emotionally draining, but it was worth it for 

the sport we loved. Yet, throughout the hard times we thought 

we had a friend. We thought we had someone to confide in, to 

vent to, but how wrong we all were. We were just feeding the 

monster with our innocence. Allowing him to gain our trust 

and manipulate and abuse us in any way he pleased. 

My parents hold immense guilt for how naive they 

were. After six appointments, where my mom was present, Larry 

convinced my mother to wait in the waiting room instead of 

being in the room because I was uncomfortable with an 

audience. He assured my mother that I would have the utmost 
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care and without even thinking about the consequences, my 

support walked out of the room. The treatments started when I 

was 11, but I didn't start to realize anything was truly wrong 

until I was 13. I complained to my mother about bleeding. 

Being so young I did not know if it were lady issues or not. 

I definitely was not. I was rectally bleeding and shortly 

after I discovered a hemorrhoid. I felt disgusting. What was 

wrong with me? Why was one of my concerns, as a 12 year old, 

a stained leotard from spotting? I was beyond embarrassed. 

My mom asked Larry about the procedure and he assured her it 

was for my sciatic nerve and that was where the bleeding was 

coming from and that bleeding was common. Concerned, my 

mother started talking to other moms about it and, sure 

enough, their daughters were getting similar treatments which 

seemed to ease my mother's troubled thoughts. 

When I was 14 I actually started to rebel against 

the abuse. Well, I at least tried. I would fight my mother 

to not go to my appointments. I would tell her how I didn't 

want the readjustments done, but she had no other choice. As 

a gymnast, I was required to see Larry, and the only way to 

get better is to be seen, so my mom did what she needed to do 

and. took me to get my injuries fixed. Little did she know she 

was sending me away to my abuser. 

When I was 15, my mom really started making a fuss 

among the gym. Expressing her concern to my rebellion to 
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other moms and questioning Larry's, quote, methods. With our 

community being so tight knit, word spreads fast. Larry 

started to scramble and all of a sudden my family friends 

turned into a threat. Knowing that I had a disease in my 

spine and a problem with my neck he warned me I could become 

paralyzed if I continued my career. As a 15 year old I was 

terrified. I made a decision that day to let my team down, my 

parents down and myself down. I let a doctor who was 

physically abusing me, emotionally abuse me and take away my 

dream. To this day, I will never be able to get back what I 

lost. Never being able to make my father proud, never 

finishing what I so desperately wanted, and missing out on the 

memories with the people I grew up with. I went into a 

spiraling depression which required years of therapy. 

When this case first came to light it was an instant 

a-ha moment. I knew this man was a monster, but being a child 

you often get silenced or your opinion is irrelevant, but no 

longer. I refuse to let this control me anymore. I am 

strong, I am a woman who will carry my scars, but they will no 

longer be wounds. I have been a victim for 11 years, but as 

of today, I am a survivor. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Please tell Ms. Castle thank you very 

much for writing the statement. I'm glad that through the 

process of writing her statement that she realizes that she 

doeS no longer have to be a victim and that she's a survivor. 
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And, thank her very much. 

Ms. Provalitis (sic), how many -- I know we need to 

take an afternoon break. 

MS. POVILAITIS: This might be a good spot. 

THE COURT: Or do you have one more written 

statement? 

MS. POVILAITIS: We have three more written 

statements. Ms. Snyder was going to be reading those, I 

believe. 

So, if you want her to read one or two or both -- I 

need her to come up here. She was hiding from me. 

MS. SNYDER: Want to do one. A short one? 

THE COURT: Well, yeah. I just know that everyone's 

goihg to need an afternoon break, so -- a brief break. 

MS. SNYDER: It's a short one. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next survivor's 

name is Sarah Allen. S-a-r-a-h, A-1-1-e-n. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

All right. 

Whenever you're ready. 

MS. SNYDER: First off, I want to thank you, Judge, 

for-allowing me to tell my story. I wish I could be there in 

person, but this man is not worth taking time off and using my 

paid time off from work to be there. I want to also say thank 
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you to Rachael for stepping forward and opening everyone's 

eyes to what was happening. It took so much courage on your 

part and I know that this has not been an easy journey for 

you. Lastly, I want to say thank you to all the other 

survivors for coming forward and sharing your story and giving 

me strength to come forward and share my story. 

My story is no different than anyone else's. I was 

a gymnast and was taught that Larry was the best. He was a 

friend to coaches, athletes and parents. He built this trust 

with everyone around him. When I was ten years old and 

pinched a nerve in my back was the first time I had the 

protedure done to me. This happened to me three other times 

within a three year period. He always asked how my back was 

and even if I said it was fine, he would want to see it to 

make sure it was all aligned. It was weird and awkward, but 

he did it to all my teammates so who was I to say it was not a 

correct procedure? This man cared about us, I mean he even 

invited us to his wedding. 

When I was 12, I hurt my knee bad and ended up 

having knee construction done. When you are an injured 

gymnast you still come to practice, but you basically 

condition the whole time. Well, I was two weeks post-op with 

no pressure on my leg to walk. I was told by my coach that I 

could swing bars since I didn't have to use my leg. Larry 

came in and saw that and took me right off bars and told me to 
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go home and not come back for a couple weeks because I had to 

rest my knee so I could heal. That showed he did care for all 

the gymnasts. He stuck up for all of us when we were hurt. 

Fast forward 16 months ago when everything first 

came out we were all in shock. My parents stood up for you 

Larry, lots of gym parents, coaches, and athletes were 

standing up for you. These parents knew the procedure you 

were doing to their children and they still stood behind you. 

Why, because you were trusted and you were Larry Nassar. I 

reminded my parents of the times you did it to me and they 

still told me, at the age of 33, that you were doing a medical 

procedure to help my back. You wouldn't hurt a fly and they 

preceded to tell me not to get involved. That's why I kept my 

mouth shut. 

After everyone came forward and gave their speeches 

and told their stories, my parents were in shock. They 

haven't stopped staying sorry to me and they feel so bad. I 

do not hold this against them though. This is your fault. 

All my nightmares I have had since having a child 11 years ago 

of someone sexually molesting him, this was your doing. My 

biggest fear is that someone is going to sexually molest my 

son or daughters and that is because of you. I always 

wondered where this fear came from and I finally realized, it 

came from you Larry. You betrayed everyone's trust. I have 

so much guilt for all my gymnasts I sent to you or all the 
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other girls I sent to you with back problems and I just hope 

and pray you didn't do to them what you did to everyone else. 

You have ruined so many lives because of the trust everyone 

had in you. You are a disgusting human being and I could not 
•• 

be happier that you will be locked away for the rest of your 

life. 

THE COURT: Please tell Ms. Allen that I said thank 

you for her taking the time to submit her impact statement. 

Ms. Povilaitis do you wish to take a break at this 

time or do you have others that you would like to do first? 

MS. POVILAITIS: I think now would be a good time 

for a break. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

(At 2:47 p.m. - court recessed) 

(At 3:08 p.m. - court resumed) 

THE COURT: We are back on the record in the People 

of the State of Michigan versus Larry Nassar, file 17-217-FC. 

Ms. Povilaitis, Povilaitis, excuse me. 

MS. POVILAITIS: That was perfect. 

Your Honor, Ms. Snyder will be reading the next 

statement, and she's reading it on behalf of a victim who has 

-- who actually sent us a video in Ingham County, but has 

submitted a statement here she'd like read on her behalf. Her 

name is Anna Ludes. And I apologize if I pronounced that 

wrong. L-u-d-e-s. I have a photograph of her at the age of 
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the abuse. She was a Michigan State University Varsity Rowing 

Team member. 

THE COURT: All right. 

Ms. Snyder. 

MS. SNYDER: My name is Anna Ludes. I am a 25 year 

old female. I was a member of the Michigan State University 

Women's Varsity Rowing Team from 2010 to 2014, during which 

time I was 18 to 22 years old. Larry Nassar sexually 

assaulted me, under the guise of medical treatment, throughout 

my entire four year career as a collegiate athlete at Michigan 

State University. 

While in my first semester at MSU, I injured my 

lower back. Like so many others, I was told I was lucky to 

get to see Larry Nassar, because he was the best. This doctor 

who I thought was my only hope at recovery, had me lie face 

down on a table, while he inserted his finger inside my 

vagina, without any warning, explanation, consent or 

protection of any kind. I was 18 years old and more than 2500 

miles away from home, in a foreign country and my doctor, who 

was known as being among the best in the world, was sticking 

his finger inside of me. 

This method of treatment continued, again and again, 

for four years until the day I graduated and left the MSU 

campus for good. 

It has been almost four years since my last 
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treatment with Larry, and because of what he did to me for 

those four years, I now suffer from anxiety, panic attacks and 

symptoms of PTSD. Before my abuse, I didn't have any mental 

health issues. I was a happy, bubbly and friendly person. 

Now, I have days where I find it hard to do the bare minimum. 

Days where I feel like just a shell of myself and my anxiety 

wins. Through his manipulation, Nassar has caused me to doubt 

myself, he has crushed my self-confidence and there are times 

I doubt my own identity and instincts. I have been trying so 

hard to get back to the person I was before this. But, I 

can't. That version of me is gone now. I think we can 

process and try to heal, but this will forever be something 

that happened to me, something that never should have happened 

to anyone. 

In the recent days we have heard of at least 14 

complaints that were made to Michigan State University, 

notifying them of Larry's gross misconduct. A thorough, 

unbiased investigation must be taken in order to hold those 

who played any role in allowing Larry to continue, amidst 

accusations of abuse, accountable. 

Larry made a choice, again and again, to abuse me 

and so many others. Your Honor, in order for me, and all the 

other women and girls who were subjected to his choices to 

find some relief, I ask that you choose to sentence Larry 

Nassar to the maximum penalty. 
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Knowing that Larry Nassar will be behind bars for 

the rest of his life, brings us one step closer to the justice 

we, our families and our communities deserve. 

Thank you very much for your time. 

Sincerely, Anna Ludes. 

THE COURT: Ms. Ludes, thank you so much. Thank her 

for submitting her written statement. I hope the written 

statement, plus the video is part of her process that helps 

her- begin to heal and I appreciate her taking the time to do 

it. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, Ms. Snyder will read 

the next statement as well, and that is from an anonymous 

survivor. We have identified her as Victim Number 33, and she 

is watching. 

MS. SNYDER: I didn't originally plan to give a 

statement because I had no desire to speak to Larry again. 

But, I changed my mind after listening to all of the brave 

women who have given statements thus far. It's important for 

me to make the Court and Larry aware of what I've been going 

through, for my own healing process and to help prevent this 

from happening again. 

Larry, I have trouble understanding how you could do 

what you did. Your physical assault was horrible. I was in 

high school at the time, and I thought I was the one with a 

perverted mind for thinking that your so-called adjustment 

170 

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 404 of 704



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

felt sexual. It was embarrassing and painful to have your 

ungloved fingers shoved inside of me without warning. You 

also humiliated me verbally. You thought it was okay to ask 

me if I shaved my vaginal area, for no reason other than your 

enjoyment. As a child, this was a mortifying experience. But 

recently, I've also gained a new perspective, that of somebody 

who recently became a parent. It's given me a whole new level 
41. 

of anger and sadness at your abuse. 

My daughter is the absolute joy and light of my 

life. I've never before witnessed such an innocence, love and 

trust wrapped into one perfect package. When I look at her, I 

understand that my purpose in life is to protect her, and not 

be the one to extinguish her spirit. Even though, as a new 

parent, I sometimes feel like the first person on earth to 

experience this love, I know that my feelings are common, and 

virtually every parent feels this for their child. Thus, I 

feel that it's my duty to not hurt somebody else's baby, and 

to treat them the way I'd want 

That being said, Larry, I just 

treat other people's daughters 

Doesn't it break your heart to 

taken advantage of by somebody 

others to treat my daughter. 

don't comprehend how you could 

this way as a father yourself. 

think about your children being 

like you? Don't you feel that 

same fierce love and protectiveness that we feel as parents? 

I agree with Jessica Rodriguez's statement two weeks 

ago. Your actions have made for a rough start to parenthood. 
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I used to have a career I enjoyed. I don't work now that my 

daughter is here. There is no childcare provider I can trust. 

I haven't had a day to myself in over a year, because I get 

anxiety when I'm not around to protect my child. I am 

constantly questioning the people around me and wondering if I 

can-trust them. I trusted you, Larry, like all of these other 

women. I used to consider myself a pretty good judge of 

character, but I saw very few red flags in you, and what I did 

notice, I wrote off because you came so highly recommended. 

If you can be one of the worst pedophiles of all time and fly 

under my radar, how can I trust myself to determine who's 

safe? That's a question I've asked a lot over the last year 

and a half. And I don't have a good answer yet, but I'm going 

to keep working on it. I owe it to myself to heal, and I owe 

it to my daughter to give her a normal childhood and not kill 

her intrinsic love of people. 

I hope you use your time to reflect on this pain 

you've caused, and to think about how hard we're all going to 

have to work to rebuild ourselves. But we will rebuild, and 

we will come out with strength on the other side of this. I 

hope that MSU has the decency to help us with that process by 

being transparent from here on out. We deserve to know what 

the University knew, and how they're going to change their 

policies to make sure this never happens again. A good place 

to start would be mandating all University employees to report 
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suspected abuse. It is completely unacceptable that Kathie 

Klages was not required to alert anybody 20 years ago when she 

got complaints about Larry. Trust women. There needs to be 

fair investigation into all sexual assault complaints. And 

no, MSU, the accused's friends don't count as fair judges. We 

deserve better. 

Our parents are also amongst those who deserve 

better. Please, to everyone who's listening, stop blaming 

them. They've been subject to so much condescension, with 

people claiming they are irresponsible for not supervising our 

medical treatment. Guess what? Like many of these other 

women, my parents were with me for every single appointment. 

My father, an active duty police officer, was in the room on 

one occasion when I was assaulted and noticed nothing. Nassar 

was that good at manipulation. I was assaulted with a police 

escort in the room. Stop saying that you would have noticed 

and gotten your child away from Larry. You wouldn't have, I 

guarantee it. Stop trying to convince yourself that it 

couldn't happen to your children because you know better. 

That's what's so scary about this whole situation. The only 

hopes to protection we had were MSU and USAG, who failed us so 

greatly. Organizations need to take 

because abusers often seem so normal 

expected to identify them based on a 

complaints seriously, 

that we cannot be 

brief interaction. If 

the first woman to report Larry 20 years ago had been truly 
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heard, none of us would be here today. Please, ensure that 20 

years from now we're not having to watch our own children 

speak at the trial of yet another predator. We may have been 

wronged, but you can do better going forward. 

The only good thing to happen in the last several 

months is that I know now how many other women have my back, 

and I don't feel so alone in this anymore. And that's how I 

want to end this statement, by saying thank you to them for 

giving me the courage to speak out. Thank you all. 

THE COURT: Thank you Anonymous 32 (sic). I guess 

you're a new mom and I congratulate you on that and I hope you 

enjoy your daughter. Your statement was really powerful and 

the things that you said have an impact. Thank you for taking 

the time to do that. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Ms. Liddell is going to handle the 

next three, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. LIDDELL: Your Honor, the next victim is 

publicly identified. She -- her name is Alaina Bamfield, and 

it is A-1-a-i-n-a, last name is B-a-m-f-i-e-l-d. She is 

Victim 229. 

THE COURT: Thank you, go ahead. 

MS. LIDDELL: I was sexually abused by Dr. Larry 

Nassar on three occasions. The year is 2010, I am 13 years 

old, an active member of the cheerleading, volleyball and 
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wrestling teams at Williamston's Middle School. I came to see 

Larry while suffering from severe back and hip pain. I was 

treated by Larry from August to December of 2010. During my, 

quote, treatment Larry would position me facing away from my 

mother, he would use his body to block her vision. I remember 

seeing his red face and boner through his khaki pants after he 

digitally penetrated my vagina. 

There was one occasion when I complained to Larry 

about my neck hurting. He explained that he had treated girls 

like me before. He told me that doctors have a name for 

patients like me. He said that I was simply a, quote, butt 

head meaning that the solution to my neck pain could be fixed 

by my butt. Stating that he could manipulate a tendon that 

ran along my groin that would reduce my pain and discomfort. 

When Larry finished pleasing himself he would always 

crack my back and neck. On one occasion, he unclipped my bra. 

Over four months I received four treatments, three of which I 

was sexually assaulted during. In fact, I only visited 

Larry's office once without receiving this, quote, treatment. 

One..of my visits Larry was being job shadowed by an MSU 

student. I remember feeling ashamed and confused after that 

appointment. It sort of confirmed for me that what he was 

doing was wrong. If it was a legit treatment that I needed to 

have then why would he not show the person that was job 

shadowing him? Instead, he massaged the places I had pain in, 
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cracked my neck and back, and sent me to physical therapy. I 

probably only needed that one appointment to be honest. 

I didn't say anything to my mom and dad about what 

Larry had did to me -- what Larry had done to me. I wasn't 

sure if what had happened to me qualified as sex. I didn't 

know at 13 that sexual abuse is so much more than having 

unwanted sex. I felt ashamed, violated and dirty, but I would 

bury that experience so deep inside of me that I wouldn't 

think of it again. 

Then came 2016 and my mom sent me the article about 

Larry sexually abusing all these girls. Their stories are 

almost spot on with mine. I instantly tell my mom that what 

happened all those years ago and I can tell she is horrified. 

I struggled with coming forward because I wasn't 

ready to talk about it with the world yet. I thought watching 

my abuser get sentenced to spending the rest of his natural 

life in prison would bring me some closure. Unfortunately, it 

did no such thing. I felt like I had cheated that little girl 

out'of doing the right thing again. I could not let her fall 

silent once again. So, here I am today to do the right thing 

and bring this to an end for my family and I. 

Your Honor. I have written a letter that I would 

like to read to the defendant if I may? 

THE COURT: You may. 

MS. LIDDELL: Larry, I am here today because in 
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order for me to continue the healing process I need to get 

some things off my chest. I have 

amount of hatred for you over the 

thi'S hate is all consuming. I do 

harbored an unbelievable 

last year and a half. But 

not wish to carry it with 

any longer. My courage to stand up to you today comes from 

the sister survivors who spoke their minds for six days 

straight. 

I wish you were half the man we believed you were. 

me 

You took advantage of my trust in you as my medical 

professional three times. That's nothing compared to the 

women who were exposed to your perversions for years. My 

heart truly breaks for them. If I had been subjected to these 

treatments for half as long as they were, I would have ended 

my life for sure. The strength these women have is 

contagious. 

You have altered my life in the following ways, one, 

I was diagnosed with anxiety last year. A condition that has 

affected almost every relationship I have. It affects work, 

my school, my love life. It leaves me feeling out of control 

and scared. Sort of the way we all felt when we walked into 

your office. 

Two, sexual abuse comes with so many hardships. For 

me the hardest is seeing my boyfriend of three years deal with 

my trauma from it all. This man has loved and respected me 

unconditionally for over three years. It doesn't matter how 
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madly in love I am with him, the thought of you makes becoming 

intimate nearly impossible. When my anxiety is high, even 

just a hand on my waist reminds me of my visits. When this 

happens to me, I don't know if I'm going to cry or throw up. 

Three, you have damaged the relationships I have 

with healthcare professionals. It has been so difficult to 

talk to a therapist. Being here today has nothing on therapy, 

this is truly liberating. 

With all of the negative you have brought me and my 

family, I have learned so much about myself and life. I now 

know that you should always speak up if something doesn't seem 

right. I learned that no matter how nice someone may seem, 

they could still be harboring a dark and dangerous secret. I 

learned that I am never afraid -- as afraid as I think I am. 

I learned to trust my gut. Most importantly, I learned that 

my struggles are what has made me into the person standing 

before you today. I am brave, I am strong, and I am worth it. 

But Larry, I am so much bigger than you. After all 

the horrible things I have felt, and all the tears I have 

shed, I cannot leave you and the things you did to me in the 

past without first attempting to forgive. I cannot speak for 

the hundreds of women you have abused in your years as a 

doctor, but I can speak for myself. I think I deserve an 

apology for what you did to me. My mom deserves an apology 

for deceiving her, and forcing this guilt upon her and my 
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family. If you are truly remorseful for these repulsive acts, 

then I would like to offer you my forgiveness. After all the 

court dates, and meetings 

you will be left alone to 

your life. But your true 

with your lawyers is said and done, 

rot in a prison cell for the rest of 

judgment day will be with the Lord 

and if I were you, I would start making my peace with the man 

upstairs. The men in prison aren't too fond of pedophiles, 

you never know when your day with the Lord will come. 

THE COURT: Well, I would say -- I mean, I'm very 

glad that you did not stay silent and that you found the 

courage to write 

impact statement 

small way, going 

your impact statement and submitted your 

and allowed it to be read. I hope in some 

through this process is going to help you in 

your road of recovery. Thank you. Tell her, thank you very 

much. 

MS. 

Victim 253 on 

THE 

MS. 

•• 

LIDDELL: The next, Your Honor, is listed as 

your list? 

COURT: I'm sorry, that was too fast. 

LIDDELL: Two fifty-three. 

THE COURT: Victim 253 does not want to be 

identified? 

MS. LIDDELL: Just by her first name. Her first 

name is Amanda. 

THE COURT: Amanda? 

MS. LIDDELL: Yes. 
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THE COURT: Okay, go ahead, thank you. 

MS. LIDDELL: Hi I'm Amanda and I'm 12 years old. 

My story begins with a knee injury where we first 

met and got to know each other, then the real abuse started 

when I pulled my oblique muscles, I was ten, only ten years 

old. It was on a Friday. My mom and my mom's friend was in 

the room when you assaulted me. It's hard for me to even think 

of what you did. Larry you shattered my life, I defended you. 

I trusted you. You used me. 

I have nightmares, I wake up in the middle of the 

night sweating, I have a hard time sleeping and I'm always 

uncomfortable. But I'm strong, I will fight through this, so 

to deal with my anger and sadness I've been writing a poem. 

And the follow, Your Honor, is a poem that she has 

wrote. 

Where I'm from. 

I am from the time I landed on the beam, the smell 

of chalk roamed freely. I am from my darkest time. Tears 

rolling down my face. 

I am from the time I had experienced something that 

would be in every parent's nightmare. The time where there 

were suicidal thoughts. I am from the time of sadness where 

each statement counted. 

I am from family where things used to be close. I 

have gained pain and sadness. The horror that comes to mind 
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when I envision what he did to me. 

I am from the past. Pasts may never be forgotten, 

but there is nothing we can change. However we decide our 

futures, the happy moments. 

I fall from the past but land in the future. 

You see, I am tough. I hope I never see you ever 

again, ever. 

And that is victim 253, Amanda. 

THE COURT: Did I hear you right, is Amanda only 12 

years of age? 

MS. LIDDELL: Yes, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Well, Amanda, it took a lot of bravery 

to write your statement and to write, write that poem, and I 

appreciate that. And I'm very sorry that at age 12 she had to 

do that, but I hope in some way it helps her. 

MS. LIDDELL: The next, Your Honor, is Victim 250. 

And, Your Honor, we're unsure as to whether or not 

she wants to be publicly identified or anonymous, so we'll 

just leave her at Anonymous 250. 

THE COURT: Right. That's probably a good if 

we're not sure that's more the prudent course of action. 

MS. LIDDELL: This is Victim 250. 

Here it is, it's been a absolute nightmare to see 

the doctor I trusted for half my life exposed as someone who 

abuses children. He hurt my sister and did this procedure to 
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me many times, promising me that it would help. He has caused 

so much damage, but I will not let this define me. I am still 

proud to be a Spartan and I am hoping for healing for all. 

THE COURT: Well, thank you very much Victim 250, 

for taking the time to write and I agree with you, we hope for 

healing for all. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next statement I 

will read on behalf of the survivor. They have asked me, the 

parents have, to submit her photograph, just to you. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

All right. 

What number was it Ms. Povilaitis? 

MS. POVILAITIS: Two three seven. 

THE COURT: Thank you. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, I'm reading this 

statement of Elizabeth Maurer. Maurer, Maher, is that how you 

pronounce it? Maurer? 

THE COURT: Maurer. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Thank you. I, I, I needed a little 

help, thank you. No offense. 

Larry, I hate you. I wish that's all there was to 

say, but it's not. You abused me and took advantage of me at 

the age of ten. I was in fifth grade and I didn't even know 

what sexual abuse was and what it meant to be sexually abused. 

But, I sure as heck know what it means to be a victim of 
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sexual abuse now. I now understand you are the reason behind 

some of my trust issues and problems with certain individuals. 

Never have I before been so afraid of being hurt by someone I 

trusted so dearly. You acted as my friend, but little did I 

know that you were slowly grooming me for your own good. 

Over 150 girls have decided to speak in front of you 

to put you into the hell you deserve to be in. Now think 

about all the others who haven't stood up here because they 

don't even want to be in the same room as you. Larry, you are 

the only person who truly knows how many girls were abused 

that are fighting to get you out of this world that you didn't 

belong in in the first place. 

The after hour office visits and letting me go to 

your house was a completely unacceptable event, but you made 

me think that it was normal doctor behavior. You made me feel 

safe, at home, and almost like a kid of yours. But if I was 

really someone you cared about, you wouldn't have abused me 

like this. 

My life was gymnastics and others has been 

drastically changed because of your selfishness and I believe 

no amount of time in prison can change that. Not only have 

you changed me, you have changed the people that truly care 

about me. My parents, they feel guilty and they didn't do a 

single thing wrong. They were in the same room as their child 

who was being abused and they had no clue. Not only did you 
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hurt and fool me, you hurt and fooled them. A lifetime of not 

being able to trust people, being scare of boys who cross my 

path, and worst of all, making my parents feel guilty for your 

actions isn't equal to thousands of years in prison. 

Elizabeth Maher (sic). 

THE COURT: Thank you very much, Elizabeth, for 

making your statement. I, I appreciate you sharing the 

photograph with me which is depicting a young and how innocent 

you looked at the time. Thank you very much. 

You can have the photograph back. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, we have had a number of 

folks who had contacted our office indicating a desire to give 

impact statements. They have not yet appeared in Court, nor 

have they provided those statements to be read on their 

behalf. I will get an accurate count, as I going to do some 

accounting. Obviously, if anyone contacts us we will have 

them submit that to you and I will do that over the weekend as 

well. 

What that brings us to is our final two speakers. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. POVILAITIS: And, and they will both be publicly 

identified and they will both speak to you themselves. They 

both spoke in Ingham County so eloquently and have expressed 

an interest in speaking here as well. And the first survivor 

am pleased to introduce you to is Larissa Boyce. 
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THE COURT: Thank you for being here. 

MS. BOYCE: Thank you. 

THE COURT: Whenever you're ready. 

MS. BOYCE: Thanks. 

We have witnessed a monumental moment in history. 

Brave, courageous women and girls coming forward. Shedding 

their Jane Doe and sharing their heart-wrenching stories for 

the world to hear. To those who have not yet come forward, 

and I'm sure there are hundreds, please know that we have your 

back also. We will believe you even if you have not yet come 

to terms with the betrayal and abuse. Together we are a 

strong army that is changing the world for the better. 

To Larry Nassar, don't forget. Don't forget the 

hurt, the pain you've inflicted on hundreds of lives with your 

selfish actions. Not just your immediate victims, but their 

families as well I will ask you again, who knew what you 

were doing and looked the other way? Please share with us who 

knew. Who questioned you throughout the years? Take a deep 

look inside your heart, examine it carefully and turn to God 

for repentance and forgiveness. Your actions have hurt so 

many. 

And to the media, don't forget. Don't let this just 

be a top story while it's happening. This is a life changing 

time in our society, in our culture and in our world. Don't 

forget us when it's over. Keep talking about it. Keep 
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talking about the changes that need to take place. Keep 

talking about it so that others can speak up with their own 

stories. The more we discuss the topic of sexual abuse, the 

more our culture will be forced into change. Victims will 

feel more comfortable to come forward and share their truths. 

The more we talk about it, the less we will feel like we have 

to hide in the shadows. 

And to the world listening, don't forget. Don't 

forget that this happened. Know that it is happening all 

around you. Be vigilant, be aware, and ask the difficult 

questions. Blind trust is dangerous. Educate yourselves and 

your children about the red flags of predators and abuse. 

Have those tough conversations over and over and over again. 

Even if you don't believe someone who raises 

concerns, that's not your call to make. Always, always, 

report. Thankfully, 20 years later, after at least 17 MSU 

employees were told about Nassar's inappropriate treatments, 

someone was believed. Detective Andrea Munford believed 

Rachael Denhollander. Angie Povilaitis believed. And the 

rest is history. 

To those who have been named as enablers in this 

case and blindly trusted Nassar over the concerns of children 

and women, I want you to know that I pray for you. Now is 

your time to speak up. You have a second chance to do the 

right thing. I hope and pray that you can be transparent and 
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willing to admit that you missed this. Teach our country and 

the world how you missed this. Own up to your mistakes. 

Don't let those mistakes bind you up and hold you captive. I 

believe there's an opportunity for you to stand up and redeem 

these mistakes by doing the right thing now. 

And to the women who have bravely stepped forward, I 

reference the song by Audra Day, Rise Up. You're broken down 

and you're tired. I'll rise up, I'll rise like the day, I'll 

rise up and I'll rise unafraid. And I'll do it a thousand 

times again. I'll rise up in spite of the ache and I'll do it 

a thousand times again. All we need is hope and for that we 

have each other. 

When I think about these lyrics and about the 

strength of all these women have, my sisters, they have risen 

up and they have spoken their truths. Don't forget. Don't 

forget those truths that you heard these past few weeks. 

Don't forget me. Don't forget my story. Don't forget that 

265 me toos. Don't forget us. Together we can make this 

world a better place for the children coming after us. 

Together we are stronger. Together let's be the change we 

wish to see in this world. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Thank you very much, Ms. Boyce. I 

appreciate your statements. 

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, just as in Eaton (sic) 

County, I think it's fitting that we end with the woman that 
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began this case. And, just as I said in Eaton County -- in 

Ingham County, I think it bears repeating here. When I first 

met her there was no doubt in my mind and in my heart that one 

day'we'd be before a Judge, such as Your Honor, at a hearing 

such as this, sentencing the defendant for the abuse he 

committed against her. She was earnest and hardworking and 

truthful and absolutely dedicated to getting to the bottom of 

this and holding this on her back for many months until other 

came forward publicly. 

I am pleased to present to you Rachael Denhollander 

who will be our last victim impact statement. 

THE COURT: Thank you. 

MS. DENHOLLANDER: Thank you your honor. 

I want to begin by thanking you for giving all of us 

the opportunity to speak the truth and reclaim our voices. 

Having experienced the devastating loss of control that takes 

place in a sexual assault, the ability to speak the truth and 

be heard is not something I take for granted. 

I, too, am a victim of Larry Nassar's crimes of 

sexual assault. I, too, have a story much like the ones you 

have heard today from the other courageous women who have 

spoken over the last two days. But today, however, I am here 

not for myself, I'm here on behalf of the charged victims in 

Eaton County. I am here to lend my voice, and my story, to 

the power of what they have already communicated to you, in an 
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effort to see justice done on their behalf. 

This is the third time I have had the privilege of 

making a statement in court, on behalf of the little girls 

Larry violated, but the ability to speak on their behalf is 

something I have waited for and fought for 17 years, and I am 

grateful to be able to do it again. 

Today, as I have done before in two other courts, I 

ask you to remember the dual aims of this court, the 

protection of the innocent, and the administration of justice. 

The protection of the innocent because the message you send 

today through your sentence will carry the power of deterrence 

to any pedophile who is watching. And the administration of 

justice, because what was done to these women and little girls 

matters, and they need to know that. And while there are many 

factors that you must take into account at sentencing, and I 

recognize that, I submit to you, Judge Cunningham, that the 

preeminent question you must answer is the same question that 

has faced every judge in every court case, how much is a 

little girl worth? How much are these woman worth? 

Sexual predators are not as scarce as we like to think. 

And the number of potential little girls who may be used as 

objects of gratification, are untold. The truth is you and I 

don't know how many little girls could be saved by the 

deterrent message I am asking you to send, but I do know one 

thing: those little girls, wherever, and whoever they may be, 
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are'worth everything. They are worth every measure of 

protection the law can offer, they are worth the full weight 

of justice. They are worth doing everything in your power, 

and mine, to spare them the pain of living in a nightmare they 

cannot escape. 

Seventeen years ago, I walked through Larry's exam 

room door with chronic back pain and I walked out changed 

forever. For nearly a year, I believed Larry was performing 

legitimate internal pelvic floor 

procedure I that I actually knew 

having friends who were physical 

legitimate internal pelvic floor 

was that Larry that what Larry was doing to me, 

any way, shape or form, resemble legitimate pelvic 
.1,

procedures on me. A 

existed at 15, by virtue of 

therapists who practiced 

work. What I did not know, 

did not in 

floor 

procedures. What I did not know, was that Larry had none of 

the specialized training or certification that would have 

allowed him to practice legitimate internal pelvic floor work. 

What I did not know, was that no one was supervising Larry, no 

one. was establishing protocols or ensuring they were followed, 

and no one at MSU had properly handled at least four prior 

disclosures of sexual abuse given to MSU employees years 

before I walked in his door. 

My trust in Larry, and my trust in the authority 

figures surrounding him, was wielded like a weapon. I left 

violated, humiliated and degraded, carrying wounds I did not 
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understand and struggled for years to heal from. My ability 

to trust, and see anything as safe, was shattered. Every 

facet of my life radically altered by what Larry chose to do. 

The rigors of law school and working in public policy greatly 

compounded by fear and constant vulnerability, and the 

intrusion of memories I did not want and whenever any issues 

related to sexual assault came up. 

The joys of meeting my husband, becoming engaged, 

getting married, having children, all became intertwined with 

nightmares, fear and false shame. Everything, from the most 

difficult things I ever accomplished in life, to the simplest 

tasks such as standing in line or riding in an elevator, 

became exponentially more difficult. 

The impact of sexual assault is limitless, and the 

devastation defies description. It is a horror no little girl 

or woman should have to face. And I submit that the little 

girls who could be spared this damage through a strong 

deterring message sent by your sentence, are worth every 

measure you can offer. They are worth all of my effort and 

now, every measure you can provide. 

The second aim of this court is to provide justice 

for- wrongs already done. And here too, we must answer the 

question "how much is a little girl worth?" Except the little 

girls who demand justice are no longer unknown and uncertain. 

We know their names. We know their faces. They have, with 
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great courage, shared the most painful parts of their stories 

with you. You have seen the photos of the little girls that 

were - the ones so were young and so innocent, whose trust and 

childhood, rather than being cherished as the gift it was, was 

weaponized against them in the cruelest way possible. 

Larry is the most dangerous type of predator, 

capable of creating a caring and engaging outward persona 

designed specifically to manipulate parents and victims. He 

deliberately entered into relationships with children he knew 

were vulnerable. Children who had experienced prior abuse or 

loss. Children suffering extreme pain, for the sole purpose 

of using their need for protection and their need for healing, 

against them. He weaponized his charity work for special 

needs children, his volunteer work for athletes, and his, 

quote, free appointments for those without insurance, and used 

it all as a steady stream to ensure victims to assault in the 

most vile manner. Children as young as six. 

As if that were not enough, most often he assaulted 

us in front of our own parents, forcing mothers and fathers to 

unwittingly witness their own children being violated and 

robbed of their innocence. He made it appear to us that our 

parents could see what was happening 

the trust in the person we loved the 

weapon. He devastated children, and 

And lest the sterile words 

and had consented, using 

most - our mother, like a 

he devastated families. 

of our legal system and 
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statutes obscure what was really taking place and the depth of 

the evil he committed, let me state it plainly. Larry engaged 

in degrading and humiliating sexual acts on very young 

children because he liked it. Our pain, and our humiliation 

and'our suffering was sexually arousing to him. He took 

sexual satisfaction in stripping children as young as six of 

their clothes and their dignity, their privacy and their 

bodies. He groped and fondled and penetrated, and then he 

asked us how it felt, because he wanted to know. A grown man 

found sexual pleasure in the sexual humiliation and suffering 

of children. Little children who now stand before you now as 

young women, with justice yet to be done on their behalf. 

For 17 years, as I began to realize, in bits and 

pieces, what had happened to me, and the depths of evil that 

Larry was capable of, the weight of knowing so many children 

would be walking through his door, and my inability to protect 

them, was crushing. And as these last 18 months have 

unfolded, one of the most painful parts was 

I would receive, hearing more numbered Jane 

and knowing what that meant. I felt like I 

every case update 

Doe designations, 

saw the little 

girls who had walked in his door in my own baby girls. In all 

the little children I had coached for years. And so many 

times when my own children were finally in bed for the night, 

I would stand in the middle of my kitchen and I would cry. 

And I wondered over and over, as by husband held me, and I 
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would cry, who is going to find these little girls? Who is 

going to reach out to these women and tell them how much they 

matter? That what they have gone through matters and it's not 

unseen? Who's going to tell these Jane Does that they are 

valued, and treasured, and worth everything? Who is going to 

tell the little girls how much they are worth? 

I have done everything I can and would do it over 

again in a heartbeat, but I cannot give these girls justice. 

That is not my job. It is yours. So I am asking you to tell 

these little girls, tell the young women, tell the watching 

world, that they are worth everything. Worth the greatest 

measure of justice available under the plea agreement. Worth 

every protection the law can offer. Tell them they are seen, 

tell them they are heard, tell them they matter. 

We all know what the answer should be when we are 

faced with the question, how much is a little girl worth? I 

am asking today that you impose everything available under the 

plea agreement, because everything is what they are worth. 

And may the rest of the world begin to live out that answer as 

well. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Thank you very much for taking the time 

to be here today Rachael. The one thing that you said that I 

think, as the last victim to speak today and give a statement, 

is so accurate, is that the impact of sexual assault is 

limitless. Thank you very, very much for being here. I 
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greatly appreciate it. 

MS. DENHOLLANDER: Thank you. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

So where are we at in the legal proceedings? This 

is where we are at. All of the impact statements have been 

heatd. As I believe you heard Ms. Povilaitis say earlier 

today, there were a few statements that were presented to me 

that the victims did not want those statements shared with the 

press or anyone else. So, I, I have those and will review 

those. 

The next step in the process is to allow the 

prosecutor, in this case the Attorney General, an opportunity 

to make their statement, their summation, and then express to 

me what they believe the proper penalty should be. Then 

there's the opportunity for the defense counsel to make a 

statement and, as in every criminal case, there will be an 

opportunity for the defendant, himself, to make a statement if 

he chooses to do so. A defendant is not required to speak, 

but they are given the opportunity to speak. 

Once that occurs, then the Court will issue it's 

sentencing by going through the factors, that I am required to 

consider as a matter of law, before issuing the final 

sentence. Obviously, in the last few days a lot of 

information has been provided and we will use the weekend to 

go through all of the information, assimilate it, and then we 
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will be back here Monday. 

So we will start Monday at 9:00 a.m. with Ms. 

Povilaitis giving her closing statement, or argument, if you 

will, and the sentencing, then the defense, and then I will be 

prepared immediately thereafter to sentence the defendant. 

Thank you all very much. That's all for the record 

for now. 

(At 3:55 p.m. - proceedings concluded) 
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30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT
313 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, MI 48933

1

STATE OF MICHIGAN

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF INGHAM

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN,

Plaintiff,

-vs-

LAWRENCE GERARD NASSAR,

Defendant.

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

File No.
17-526-FC

S E N T E N C I N G

BEFORE THE HONORABLE ROSEMARIE E. AQUILINA

Lansing, Michigan - January 22, 2018

APPEARANCES:

For the People: Department of Attorney General
ANGELA M. POVILAITIS (P58430)
ROBYN N. BRAZEAL LIDDELL (P68287)
CHRISTOPHER ALLEN (P75329)
3030 w. Grand Boulevard
Detroit MI 48202

For the Defendant: MOLLY BLYTHE (P81392)
1668 South Telegraph
Suite 140
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

MATTHEW R. NEWBURG (P71692)
316 Taylor Street
Grand Ledge, MI 48837

Reported by: Genevieve A. Hamlin, CSR-3218
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I N D E X

WITNESS: PAGE

None

* * *

EXHIBITS: ADMITTED

Exhibit 3 175
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3

Lansing, Michigan

January 22, 2018

9:06 a.m.

R E C O R D

THE COURT: We're back on the record on

docket 17-526-FC, People of the State of Michigan

versus Lawrence Nassar.

Your appearances for the record. Please

identify everyone at counsel table.

MS. POVILAITIS: Good morning, Your Honor,

Angela Povilaitis with the Michigan Department of

Attorney General.

MS. LIDDELL: Good morning, Your Honor,

Robyn Liddell with the Michigan Department of

Attorney General.

MR. ALLEN: Good morning, Your Honor, Chris

Allen with the Michigan Department of Attorney

General.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, also seated at

the table this morning is Chief Jim Dunlap with the

Michigan State University Police Department and

Detective Lieutenant Andrea Munford with the Michigan

State University Police Department.

THE COURT: Thank you. Welcome, sir. On

behalf of defendant.
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4

MR. NEWBURG: Good morning, Matt Newburg on

behalf of Larry Nassar.

MS. BLYTHE: Good morning, Your Honor,

Molly Blythe on behalf of Mr. Nassar.

THE COURT: Thank you. You may all be

seated. Do we have our next survivor?

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next

survivor you'll hear from has previously been

identified in court filings as victim B in Eaton

County. She has decided to be publicly identified

today, and her name is Bailey Lorencen, and she is

coming to the podium now with one of her dear friends

and Detective Munford as well.

THE COURT: Thank you. Thank you for being

here.

Please state and spell your name for the

record. Can you move the tip of the microphone down

just a bit? Perfect. Okay. Please state and spell

your name.

MS. LORENCEN: Bailey Lorencen,

B-a-i-l-e-y, L-o-r-e-n-c-e-n.

THE COURT: Thank you. I need you to keep

your voice up.

MS. LORENCEN: Okay.

THE COURT: And just did -- are you going
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5

to read that?

MS. LORENCEN: Yeah.

THE COURT: Read at a pace like I'm five

years old and you're telling me a story so we're not

going to the races, all right?

MS. LORENCEN: Yeah.

THE COURT: All right.

MS. LORENCEN: Thank you. Thank you for

this opportunity, Your Honor. I'm here today

previously known as victim B to tell my story about

my child abuse.

I feel that many of the things I'm going to

say are similar to what has already been said by 100

other victims. We know there are well over that

many. We cannot dilute the importance of each of our

stories.

Most importantly, the defendant; I don't

want you to forget each and every one of us that came

here to tell our stories of what you have done to us.

You wrote a pitiful letter mistakenly

thinking that Judge Aquilina would actually care that

you had concerns about being able to mentally handle

four days of impact statements. Maybe you should

have thought of that before you molested all of us.

What about our mental state, having to go
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6

through all of this, not only for four days of

listening to impact statements and tragic stories of

our friends, but for the rest of our lives? How dare

you think anyone cares about your mental state.

Here we are. You made it through those

four days and now you're listening to me. I sure as

hell know that my mental state wasn't ready for

something like this, but while my mind heals and

filters out the evil sickness that you unwillingly

bestowed upon my body, your mind will get darker and

darker and you will hate yourself almost as much as

everyone hates you in this room right now.

I hope that you remember how strong we

looked up here while we stood with our army and the

world behind us and you sat unable to speak in a room

full of people who despise your existence. You

should get used to what this feels like because no

longer is anyone going to listen to you and your

manipulating lies.

You've ruined and compromised so many young

women, and now we are here to ruin you. It's like

Kyle said, we don't stay little girls forever,

defendant, and I'm certain you will never forget

that.

My story with the defendant started when I
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7

was in fourth grade doing two-a-day training at

Twistars. As I was getting higher in level it was

inevitable that an injury would be more prone. My

parents were told about this incredible,

world-renowned doctor who came to our gym for free

every Monday night. He was the doctor to see. I

wasn't allowed to see anyone else. It was highly

suggested to see him and not my family physician, and

when things were suggested at Twistars, that means

it's mandatory.

It started simple with shin splints and

forearm splints, minor injuries like these. He was

nice, instantly talking to me like he had known me

forever. I did not really get to know him, though,

until sixth grade when I fell from high bar

approximately set at eight to nine feet high landing

directly on my head breaking my neck in four places

and my C1 and C2.

John Geddert came over to me after the fall

as I laid there in pain. He asked me to sit up and I

could hardly handle -- could hardly manage on my own

so he helped me upright. He felt along my spine, and

with competition season ahead, he proceeded to tell

me it was most likely a muscle injury. He then told

me to ice and finish the next two hours of practice

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 439 of 704



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT
313 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, MI 48933

8

in splits. At the end of practice my teammates had

to help me dress and I went home. Later I laid on

the couch and could not get up myself. My parents

rushed me to the hospital only to find out I was

lucky to not have been paralyzed, especially after

being moved immediately after my fall. The doctor at

the hospital explained to me one little shift in the

wrong direction when I stood up or sat in splits

would have easily caused my paralysis and that I was

a miracle.

This story in detail is not only important

to highlight the negligence of John Geddert, but to

draw a map for how the defendant found my weakness

and found out how he could get inside my -- how he

could get on my side and gain my trust.

I remember when the defendant heard what

happened he consoled me. He told me how angry he was

with John. He explained to me that he did not follow

protocol by me -- by not immediately calling the

ambulance for me. He told me that he was going to

yell at him about how he handled my fall and make

sure he never did this again. I felt like he was my

hero. He was going to yell at John for mishandling

me.

He then expressed how sorry he was for what
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happened and we exchanged phone numbers in case I

ever needed anything.

From then on he always asked me how John

was treating me, and I really thought the defendant

cared. I really thought you were on my side, and I

really thought that you cared about the abuse that he

inflicted on all of us. You knew about all of it

because you acted like our friend. But his abuse was

your fuel. You used his abuse to mask your own

pathetic pleasure. You used my child-like

vulnerability as your access to gain my trust in you,

and that is something I will never forget.

It's clear that in an environment like

Twistars a monster like the defendant could thrive.

He just had to be the nice guy so that all these

young girls would look at him as the savior. This

was the tactic he used, and now trust in good people

has escaped me. Now when an older male is being nice

to me in any way, my heart starts to pound and I

begin to sweat, hardly able to focus because my mind

is jumping around, whether I can trust this man and

what his intentions are for being nice to me. Now I

feel when the older man looks at me in the eye he's

thinking of me in a sexual way. But this is just

anxiety that you have caused and I realize this. I
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realize they're not you, and I believe some day I

will have better control over these anxieties with

time.

After I broke my neck I was out of

gymnastics for about eight months. I then competed

the next two and a half years and in eighth grade

going into ninth I began to have major lower back

problems. I expressed my pain to John but it was

never enough. It was just never enough. It was to

the point that if I fell and something internal was

hurting, I would hope to God that I would bruise just

to have visible proof that I was hurting so he would

just believe me.

I did a tumbling pass during my floor

routine and I landed on my face due to my back giving

me so much pain. John got in my face screaming,

telling me to do splints on vault runway as I was

visibly limping from the pain.

Later that night I saw the defendant and I

told him about what happened. I then had an MRI and,

sure enough, my back was broken at my lumbar five. I

was put in a back brace for the next year. And I

might point out at the time there were at least eight

more gymnasts that were my teammates in back braces.

I don't think other gyms would have looked at this as
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something normal.

This is where my sexual abuse started. I

remember the first time it happened. You were

massaging my back as normal and then without warning

or explanation you stuck your ungloved fingers into

my vagina. While it was happening you said it was a

medical treatment, that it would help my back. You

closed your eyes and continued talking to me like

nothing was happening, but for me a lot was happening

in my mind. No one had ever touched me like this

before. I thought to myself, aren't my parents

supposed to give you consent first? This is the

gymnastics world, though, things aren't by the book.

Plus, they wouldn't understand.

But isn't it weird that he's not wearing

gloves? I wonder if he does this to the other girls?

And why is he closing his eyes? He's a doctor,

though, so I'm sure it's fine. Plus, he's been so

nice to me, and someone with his name I can obviously

trust, right? I was so uncomfortable the whole time

I didn't know how to act. I was just wondering when

he was going to be finished.

When he did finally stop I asked my

teammates about this treatment. They reassured me

that it did, too, happen to them. Most all of them,
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actually. But still every appointment I dreaded

because of how uncomfortable it was, but I figured I

was at Twistars, this was supposed to be a safe

place.

The defendant was the guy to vent to and be

true with everything. He made it seemed like he

would do anything he could to help me, even inviting

me to his house. Just because I did not like the

treatment did not mean I shouldn't have it done.

That's what I thought to be true. He said it was the

best way to fix my back.

But my back never felt any better. It got

to the point I told you that it felt better just so I

did not have to sit on a table with your fingers

going into my vagina anymore. Maybe if I told you it

was better you would just rub my back and give me

exercises instead.

But even when my back never healed, you

told me in the doctor's office at MSU that you

dropped the ball on me and that you let me slide

under your radar, and, unfortunately, if I wanted to

be able to walk some day that I had to quit

gymnastics. The saddest part is that you telling me

was music to my ears. I would finally have a good

enough reason to tell John that I quit without him
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pressuring me or making me feel like I did not have a

choice. I would finally not have your treatments

anymore. I was free, and it was over for me. And

now look at me, up here dropping the ball on you, but

I have definitely not let you slide under my radar.

Looking back now as a woman I am appalled

at what my child self went through. It's appalling.

I have had people close to me ask me why I never told

anyone or act surprised or confused that no one ever

spoke up. Do you know what that's like to be asked

questions like this? To those people I want to say,

how dare you. How dare you have the audacity to ask

anyone such a shaming question. No one ever has the

right to ask a victim of sexual abuse why they never

said anything. Unless it happened to you, have the

common sense to know it is none of your business.

Unless it happened to you, you probably wouldn't

understand anyway's.

For the last draining year and a half I had

to sit behind my computer quietly watching as much of

the community and some of my old friends supported

the defendant and said we were lying. It took 37,000

pornographic images for people to believe, and you

wonder why no one spoke up.

But then as the story expanded we find out
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that multiple people did tell MSU, USAG, and John

Geddert, yet nothing was done and, again, I say you

wonder why we kept our mouth shut?

I can tell you, I told my sister, and she

thought it was very weird, but she wasn't

brainwashed, I was. I told her not to tell anyone,

not even my parents. I knew no one would understand

and I needed to get better. I was in so much pain.

Unless you are a gymnast, no one understands the

gymnastics world. Unless you knew the defendant, you

didn't understand the way he acted as our savior.

Things weren't always by the book in gymnastics. You

do what you're told, you see who you're supposed to

see, you don't talk back, and you most certainly

don't ask questions about this amazing doctor that

you're supposed to feel lucky to have.

I figured John knew. We were his athletes

in his gym. He was supposed to know what the

defendant was doing for our treatment. He was

supposed to discuss our treatments with him.

Instead, he wasn't even there. He was on his way

home while we stayed at his gym sometimes until 12

waiting to be molested one by one unknowingly. How

irresponsible, selfish, and neglectful.

What this has done to me since the news
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broke. I have always had perfectionist problems and

overwhelming anxiety that takes hold of me when I

don't do something right or when I don't perform

perfectly on something like a test. The mind games I

play with myself, bullying myself until I cry myself

to sleep feeling incompetent, uprooting through my

past in gymnastics, but since this came out I noticed

my control over this has gotten much worse. I have

kept many of my struggles through this quiet and to

myself, crying myself to sleep more often than I want

to admit, trying to remember more so that I can

understand myself why I never told my parents, trying

to figure out how I became so brainwashed to not

realize it was abuse at the time. I've had graphic

nightmares about the defendant and about others

trying to sexually abuse me, paralyzed in my sleep,

locked in the back room at Twistars unable to scream

while he puts his hands on me again. Other dreams of

him molesting little babies as the guilt I have rises

when I think of the girls even younger than I was at

the time. Why did I not see it for what it was? We

were all so young.

I used to have a sense of confidence in

myself when going out with friends, but now I can't

properly enjoy my time as I'm too aware of my
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surroundings, worried about the older men in the room

who all seem to be staring at me, and now I feel I

know what they're thinking and the anxiety is so bad

I just have to leave.

It is hard to trust men in authority. I no

longer see my regular male doctor, as that felt like

a joke to me. I switched to a woman. I sat in the

waiting room of my chiropractor as my heart began to

race as fast as it would have after just running a

marathon unable to fathom the thought of another male

doctor having to touch my body to help my back. It

all felt too familiar. I have not been back or seen

another doctor for my back since.

I cannot run for exercise because my

sciatic nerve and arthritis in my back flares up so

bad I find myself unable to walk for the next five

days due to the pain. The pain connects all the way

down to my knee and flares during most physical

activity. It really must have been some treatment,

and it really must have been the best way to heal my

back. I can't even run and I'm 22 years old. Do you

know what that feels like?

I'm so angry and depressed over this

thinking that if I had a different doctor that maybe

I would be able to run today, maybe I would have been
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treated properly so that when I sit down for 20

minutes my legs don't go numb and tingly, and today

when I know I should see a doctor for my back, the

anxiety of meeting another doctor for all of this is

too much and I put it off and I put it off.

I stressed over my school schedule this

last semester doing what I could to make sure my

professors were all females. The psychology class I

took was only taught by a male so I took it online,

but only I knew those thoughts that have been kept in

my mind. I did not want to admit to myself or anyone

else that this was actually changing my outlook on

things this drastically. I do not want to let this

hold me back, but I know I'm going to have to ease

back slowly.

It's unfair what you have taken from all of

us. You don't deserve a fair nor peaceful ending to

your life. You deserve the maximum sentence

available, and that is what I'm asking of you, Judge

Aquilina, and I have no doubt that you will do what's

right.

I remember how afraid I was when I had to

testify in Eaton County, coming face to face with the

defendant and his counsel for the first time. I

remember how absolutely stunned and confused I was to
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be sitting there being questioned by a grown woman

about this monster molesting me as a young girl.

That was a ground shattering moment for me. I looked

back at my attorneys, these incredible heroes who are

honorable, diligent, empowering warriors in support

of women who will go down in history with all these

words as their purple hearts for saving us and

fighting for the right cause, but then I looked at

you, Shannon, and you're not even here today for me

to look you in the eye as you so aggressively

questioned me, a young girl, and wondered what

possessed you to defend this man? What made you

waste your hard work in law school on this despicable

case? I watched these statements all week and the

camera turned to you and the defendant multiple

times. I even saw the two of you smile

MS. BLYTHE: Your Honor, I'm going to have

to ask --

MS. POVILAITIS: Is she really objecting to

this victim at this point?

MS. BLYTHE: It would be inappropriate to

direct questions and comments at defense counsel.

THE COURT: Well, defense counsel has a job

to do. She can comment on it. I think you have

thick enough skin to let it go where it should.
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Thank you.

MS. BLYTHE: Thank you.

THE COURT: You may proceed.

MS. LORENCEN: I even saw the two of you

smile and you so gently placed your hand on his

shoulder as if consoling this monster. I am so

confused by your career path and I do not respect you

or your choices. I will choose to be a role model to

my children and young women just like Angie, Robyn,

Andrea, and now Judge Aquilina have been for me and

forever will be. So thank you.

The defendant will spend the rest of his

days in prison. We have won this first battle, but

our war is not over. MSU knows what they have

coming. You know you enabled and are accountable for

ignoring complaints in the past, so I gladly say

good-bye, Lou Anna Simon. Your time as president

will be over, and shame on you for not listening to

young women. I hope you spend the rest of your days

thinking about your nine to 16 year old self and how

it would have felt to be sexually assaulted and speak

out about it only to be turned down. I actually plan

on finishing my college career at MSU and I better

have a new president by the time I get there next

fall.
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To USAG, I'm utterly saddened that

defendant has caused the sport of gymnastics to be

tied to the weight of sexual abuse and child

molestation. I am more disgusted that you knew of

this and failed to act when you should have. You

have failed to keep the sport of gymnastics safe and

with the name it deserves.

Gymnastics is a great sport, and there are

absolutely incredible coaches out there. They know

who they are. They will be the ones to save this

sport, and I have no doubt about that.

To John Geddert, you, however, are not one

of these great coaches. There is no excuse for you

not knowing what was happening in your gym except for

inexcusable neglect and lack of leadership. I have

always told myself that for everything you put me

through you will have what's coming. I do not

believe you deserve to have your gym still and I

don't understand why anyone would still want to train

there, especially knowing that in that back room

dungeon hundreds of your athletes were being

molested.

To the Olympians, I thank you for coming

forward, being so brave, knowing how much more the

names -- your names would have been in the media. I
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can't imagine the pressure you felt knowing how much

I felt myself, and I need to say this to you all that

your legacy of Olympians will not go down with the

Larry Nassar case. You will not be remembered as the

Olympians that were molested by Larry Nassar but as

the gymnasts who are not only Olympians but also

heroes. He will not compromise your title that you

worked so hard for and we will not let him

And to the defendant, you ended up right

where you always liked to be, number one sports

medicine doctor, number one gymnastics doctor in the

country, and now you're the world's number one child

molesting pedophile that has ever been discovered.

Now you will go where you should have been a long

time ago.

Thank you. That's all I have to say.

THE COURT: The military has not yet come

up with fiber as strong as you. You performed

perfectly today.

MS. LORENCEN: Thank you.

THE COURT: You said you're always worried

about performing, not measuring up. You are

outstanding.

MS. LORENCEN: Thank you.

THE COURT: And your words are a miracle.
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Your voice, no sister survivor warriors' voice goes

undiluted here. We've heard your message. I've

heard your message in regard to sentencing, and let

me tell you, your voice and all of your sister

survivor warriors strengthen each other, so I am

hoping that your anxiety, your nightmares, you leave

it here in this courtroom, put it behind you and go

out and spread the message as you have done today,

because you're helping so many. You are a hero. You

are all super stars. You're the new generation of

super heroes, and I want you to always feel that way.

You are part of an unstoppable army of strong sister

survivor warriors, and Mattel ought to make toys so

little girls can look at you and say, I want to be

her. Thank you so much for being here and for your

strength.

MS. LORENCEN: Thank you.

THE COURT: You're just getting better and

better. Leave all that crap here.

MS. LORENCEN: I will.

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. LORENCEN: I plan on it.

THE COURT: Congratulations, ma'am.

MS. LORENCEN: Thank you so much.

(Side-bar held at 9:36 a.m.)
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THE COURT: Next.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next

survivor you will hear from reached out to me this

weekend through a media representative she had been

in contact with and I'm glad she's here. We invited

her to come speak. You know, she has spoken publicly

in the past on this case and comes today with a

different message, so Ms. Valerie Webb. She's

accompanied to the podium with her mother.

THE COURT: Thank you. Ma'am, you can come

right up with your daughter. She might need a hug

while she talks.

All right. Thank you for being here.

Could you please state and spell your name?

MS. WEBB: Valerie Webb, V-a-l-e-r-i-e,

W-e-b-b.

THE COURT: Thank you. What would you like

me to know?

MS. WEBB: Thank you for allowing me to be

here and allowing me to share my story.

As I typed this I was at a loss for words

because my body was enraged with anger and anxiety.

My fingers and my body shaked just thinking about the

countless times that I was molested by you.

I was a gymnast since I was four years old
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and started at Twistars at about age seven. As I

progressed in levels the aches and pains got more

serious and that's when I would see Larry at least

once a week. At that point seeing him was part of

the club, everyone saw him.

Soon I hurt my back to the point where

gymnastics became a problem so I went to MSU to see

him in his clinic. I was now 10.

I was asked to change into baggy shorts. I

figured it was just so he could examine me better.

As I lie there on the table exposed his ungloved

hands moved up to a spot that had never been

penetrated before. He began to press so hard that it

hurt me, but I was assured that this would help my

back. When he released, he asked if I felt better.

I said, no. He pushed harder and further while he

began to simultaneously press my back.

After this treatment he did other exercises

to help my back and make it feel better. The

so-called treatment never made my back feel better.

He even was able to do this while my mom was in the

room. This just meant convincing her that it meant

less surgery for my back and it would get me back to

gymnastics. I now have had seven back surgeries and

have been a victim of sexual abuse.
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Larry, you manipulated me to think that I

was the one who was wrong. The things you did to me

had to be for my own good and for the better good of

my back. Why would a doctor, of all people, not give

me the best treatment? Larry, you brought me close

to you so that you could manipulate me for your own

good, make me think that you were a good person and

doing this to help me, but all along it was only to

help yourself.

While I might be angry with myself for not

recognizing it sooner, I am more infuriated that I

continued to see a doctor who molested me and made it

hard for me to thrive in so many ways -- in so many

ways that a college senior should be.

To all my sisters, we need to stand, fight

back, and not rest until this mess is mopped up, each

and every crumb. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you for your words. I

need you to forgive yourself. You didn't know. And

I don't think you've done that yet. You haven't

recognized that as a child you're supposed to be

protected, and you are not to blame for anything.

You need to let that go.

MS. WEBB: Okay.

THE COURT: You could not have possibly
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known, and you were taught the right things, trust a

doctor, right?

MS. WEBB: (Nods).

THE COURT: That's not your fault. We all

teach our children that. I teach my children that.

This isn't your fault. You need to let that go right

here.

You are really strong to make that

statement in front of all of these people and,

really, the world. Don't be angry with yourself. Be

proud of yourself. I'm proud of you. We are all

very proud of you, because your voice stands with

your sister survivors, and in strength you are not

just dealing with this defendant but with all of

those who want to harm children. There is an answer.

There are strong voices and you're part of that so be

proud. Don't be angry. Shed it here. Walk out of

this courtroom, hold your head high, and get stronger

and stronger. You have that in you. I see it. You

need to feel it. Let's start with forgiving

yourself.

MS. WEBB: Thank you.

THE COURT: And thank you, mom, for being

here as her support person.

Next.
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MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next

survivor you'll hear from is Whitney Mergens and she

has agreed to be publicly identified. She's

accompanied at the podium by her parents and her

boyfriend.

THE COURT: Thank you. You may all

approach with her. Please state and spell your name

for the record.

MS. MERGENS: Whitney Mergens,

W-h-i-t-n-e-y, M-e-r-g-e-n-s.

THE COURT: Thank you. You may proceed.

What would you like me to know?

MS. MERGENS: I would like to begin by

thanking you, judge, for allowing me to give this

statement after this long process so far. It really

means a lot and has given me a lot of comfort.

I was here Friday. After listening to the

army of women speak before me, they have given me the

courage to truly say what I need to say. I have

rewritten this statement countless times trying to

figure out where to begin. Some things just never

have the right words

This is what I want you to know. I was

molested by Larry Nassar on two occasions when I was

just 11 years old. It was shortly after my birthday
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so I just turned 11. I was a full-time competitive

gymnast suffering from back pain. I remember Larry

coming to our gym in Farmington, MEGA, every now and

then to check up on gymnasts who had injuries. I

pray he hasn't hurt someone in that gym. That is

where I first met him briefly. My mom and I felt

very lucky we were able to get an appointment at his

office because of his exceptional reputation.

My first appointment with Larry went well.

He just prescribed me an MRI and that's what I did.

He made sure to tell me at the next appointment to

wear loose fitting shorts just in case.

When I returned for the second appointment

in my basketball shorts we went over the MRI and

found out I had bulging discs in multiple vertebrae

and slight scoliosis. These results overwhelmed me

as a young girl and I began to cry because I thought

my gymnastic career would come to an end.

These appointments were shortly after Mr.

Nassar returned from the 2008 Beijing Olympics. As

he saw me cry, he told me it was going to be okay and

he gave me something to cheer me up. He gave me a

postcard from Beijing with all the Olympic gymnasts'

signatures on it along with an Olympic pin. This

postcard meant everything to me. I looked up to
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those women more than anyone.

At that moment I became his next victim.

His famous grooming technique worked with no

hesitation. At that same appointment he believed he

could relieve some back pain. With my mother in the

room he managed to slip his cold, bare hands up my

shorts and slide his fingers into the most personal

area of my body. As he pushed I was in much

discomfort, it felt like it would last forever.

When it was over, my 11 year old innocent

mind was oblivious to what had just happened. I knew

it hurt, but he was the Olympic doctor so I thought

it must have helped.

The third appointment repeated the last and

then he referred me to physical therapy and I've

never seen him since, and I quit gymnastics shortly

after that.

About ten years later I'm at my apartment

in school and my mom calls. She asked if I heard the

news about Larry Nassar and she asked me in a panic

if he has done anything to me. I immediately say no.

After hanging up, it took all of three minutes for

every possible image and memory to flashback into my

mind. I started to panic and shake not knowing what

to think of this situation. I was in total denial in
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my mind but I knew deep down it was the truth and it

had happened

I was simply confused. How is one capable

of processing that they have been molested when

they're 11 years old and not have any knowledge of

it? After about a week I still hadn't told my

parents. I wanted to protect them. I didn't want

them to worry. I thought I was going to be just

fine. I soon realized I was not fine, not even

close. I needed to tell them. Those words I had to

speak out loud to them were the hardest words to ever

come out of my mouth.

After telling them it became more real.

The darkness took over my life day by day, week by

week, nightmare by nightmare. The actions of Larry

Nassar has caused me to miss practice, skip class,

have anxiety, frequent nightmares, seek counseling,

and lose trust in medical professionals.

I'm a track and field athlete at Oakland

University, therefore, I am surrounded by athletic

trainers, coaches, and medical professionals on a

daily basis. It is so difficult for me to not live

in fear as I step into a doctor's office to seek

treatment or even from my athletic trainer, even

though I really -- he really wants to help me. I
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even stopped seeing my chiropractor because I get so

uncomfortable with anyone having to do anything with

my back. I still suffer with back pain but no longer

mention it because I don't want anyone to come near

me in that way ever again.

It's put a toll on my boyfriend's and my

relationship. Sometimes I don't want him to touch me

and I have no explanation for it. I get this

internal anger and I take it out on him, and for that

I'm sorry. All I want is for this darkness to go

away. I don't want to look in the mirror and have to

convince myself that I'm okay. I want to stand there

and see a strong woman other than a damaged one.

Standing here today I know the light is near.

Sitting in this courtroom Friday was the

hardest day of my life. For the first time in 21

years I saw my father cry. He held me so tight in

the doorway behind me and he told me he's so sorry he

didn't protect me. My mom is living with this same

guilt every day. I want to tell them right here it's

not your fault and I never want you to say you're

sorry ever again. None of the parents of these women

are at fault. It's Larry Nassar's fault. I believe

that they are just as much of a victim as myself. I

believe they are a part of this army we have created.
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As you told other survivors, judge, I'm

going to leave the darkness in this room today. I

ask you to give Larry Nassar the maximum sentence he

can receive. He will sit in prison just as a number,

just like I was just a number to him in his sick,

malicious, and evil game.

THE COURT: You are in the light now.

Defendant will be in the darkness. You are not

damaged. You were never damaged. Defendant is the

damaged one. You need to look at yourself in the

mirror every day and tell yourself you are beautiful,

you are worthy, you're intelligent, you are going

places, you are strong. Do you know how much

strength -- I see people in my courtroom every day,

not just this case, thousands of cases -- you're

welcome to come watch any time. So many people don't

come forward. So many people are not as strong as

you. You're a tower of strength. You and your

sister survivors are only going to get stronger. You

need to believe that.

You have a great family. They're here with

you. They believe you. I believe you. I'm going to

take your words into consideration at sentencing, and

your words, like the words you heard of your sister

survivors helped you, your words are helping others,
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not just the sister survivors but there are countless

victims on this case and in many other cases who

don't have the strength to come forward, and you are

part of the solution. You're part of their answer

and their prayer. So you've done a tremendous job

here. You need to be proud. Look in that mirror

every day, tell yourself you love yourself, because

we all do. Thank you for being here.

MS. MERGENS: Thank you.

THE COURT: Next.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next

survivor initially wanted to be identified as

anonymous and she has told us this morning that she

is comfortable being publicly identified. I have her

photograph displayed on the screen, and this is Marta

Sterns. And is this your husband?

MS. STERN: Yes.

MS. POVILAITIS: And she's accompanied at

the podium with her husband.

THE COURT: Thank you. Ma'am, please state

and spell your name for the record.

MS. STERN: Yes. First name Marta,

M-a-r-t-a, last name Stern, S-t-e-r-n.

THE COURT: All right. Before you begin,

can you pull that microphone a little bit closer or
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just move up closer to the podium? We need to hear

you.

MS. STERN: My belly is in the way.

THE COURT: Congratulations. But I need to

hear your voice, okay?

MS. STERN: All right.

THE COURT: Just one moment. Do we need to

adjust the volume? Just keep your voice up. Thank

you so much for being here.

MS. STERN: All right. I'm speaking to you

not only as a survivor but also as a practicing

medical professional. Ironically enough, it was my

childhood admiration of you that motivated me to

become a physical therapist. I idolized your work

with all of my childhood heroes.

As I a child I always felt weird about your

treatments but I thought it was a problem with me,

that I was a prude. Your treatments became the same

each time. I would come in, lay on the table, and

you would digitally penetrate me until I was sore and

raw. I would emotionally withdraw from my body as a

means to cope. I felt I was watching myself as if I

was floating above the table. I never wanted to say

that I was sore or that you were hurting me because I

desperately wanted to return to gymnastics, and I was

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 466 of 704



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT
313 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, MI 48933

35

raised with the no pain, no gain mentality from both

my family and my coaches and so I endured it.

Every time we would drive home from your

appointments I would recline the chair back in the

car and stare out the window with tears silently

streaming down my cheeks. My parents would sometimes

ask, why so quiet? But I never had the courage to

discuss what had happened. This was in part due to

my shame and fear, but also because I thought they

knew what was going on. Who was I to question a

world-renowned physician that had treated so many of

my favorite Olympic gymnasts?

What you did to me always felt wrong, but

we're taught from an early age that doctors are there

to help you. You're supposed to be able to

implicitly trust a doctor. Instead, you broke

ethical codes, your hypocratic oath, as well as all

universal precautions for your own twisted desire.

You destroyed my ability to trust.

As a survivor, I still haven't been able to

fully grasp the impact of your actions. I have lived

for decades with hypervigilance with fear of being

put into a situation where there isn't an immediate

exit. My husband has had to learn to clap his hands

or make noise when entering a room or coming up
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behind me when I can't see him so I won't lash out in

an automatic fight response to being startled. I

have struggled with intimacy issues and I can't

accept physical contact without my skin feeling like

it is crawling. I jump every time my OB has to

examine me for a routine visit no matter what the

procedure or how much care and time they take in

explaining each step.

This process has not only affected me

physically, it has affected me emotionally. It has

affected my ability to build and maintain

relationships. My husband has had to endure years of

me being okay one minute and completely withdrawn the

next. He has had to love someone who struggles to

trust and surrender even after being together almost

14 years. I am still unable to discuss the abuse

with my family.

As a medical professional I am sickened and

angered by your abuse of power and notoriety for your

own self gain. It took away my ability to feel safe,

to be able to be intimate or enjoy human contact in

any way. Your monstrous actions have taken away so

much from so many.

I am currently seven, almost eight months

pregnant with my first child, a little girl, and I am
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plagued by the decisions of what pediatrician to

pick, which day care to attend. While I have the

same concerns as most parents, I am paralyzed by the

fear that I could place my daughter in the hands of

someone who could repeatedly molest her under the

guise of legitimacy. She, too, could be groomed like

myself and like so many of the other survivors were.

I find myself constantly asking what was it about me

that made me a safe target? I still have not come to

grasp with the fact that this was about you and not

me.

To you, Larry, let's talk about mental

health issues. I do feel badly every time I see you.

I am such a sympathetic person that despite how much

evil you have spread, it still hurts me to see you so

thin and gaunt. It is sad knowing what was likely a

gifted mind for sports medicine will now rot behind

bars in prison, because I know firsthand how much

work and school one has to go through to become a

medical professional like you.

However, at the end of the day, you brought

this on yourself. You chose to use your power and

notoriety for evil. You have the gall to complain to

the judge of how this is a media circus. I ask you

to imagine for a second how it felt for us survivors.
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I can't go to a restaurant, look at the

news on my phone, or walk down the hallway at work

without being inundated with non-stop coverage or

hearing people talk about this story. Everywhere I

go I see reminders and it re-triggers every painful

memory and emotion. I can't tell you how many times

I've been so hungry and unable to eat because it came

over the t.v. while I was waiting for food. How many

times I opened my computer at work to have it

displayed as world news and run to the bathroom

having been sick or to dry my tears. Each time I'm

triggered I have to remember the soreness and self

loathing and humiliation I felt. I was finally old

enough to realize you had become aroused after

pulling your ungloved hand outside of me when I was

just a child.

Despite all this I must forgive you. I

must for the sake of myself, my husband, my family,

and my unborn child forgive you. I will no longer

carry the weight of what you did to me so very long

ago. The heavy burden is yours.

To MSU, you had the duty as an educational

institution and as a medical institution to

investigate any reports of impropriety of one of your

employees as I have a duty as a medical professional
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and as a mandatory reporter to report any knowledge

or suspicion of abuse of any kind. Your lack of

accountability has been repulsive and inexcusable.

Finally, when I was asked if I wanted to

provide a statement, I must say I went back and

forth. I originally wished to remain anonymous out

of fear how it would affect my life, my loved ones,

and my career. However, I will no longer let you

have control over me. I will not let you win. Today

I am speaking out in hopes that it may help give a

voice to every child or adult that hasn't had his or

hers heard yet. My silence ends today.

To the girls that first came forward, the

attorneys, investigators, and everyone else that has

worked to make this day possible to ensure justice is

served, I humbly thank you from the bottom of my

heart.

To my husband, thank you for being my rock

and standing for me when I was too weak to stand for

myself. Thank you for always standing by my side.

Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Ma'am, today your words, your

strength, you took control back. Your statements,

especially when you went back and forth and were

deciding whether or not to speak and come forward --
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you have a name. You have a strong voice, and the

wonderful thing about you is that you are going to be

such a comfort to all of those patients that you have

who you treat. They're lucky to have you, because

you will have the right kind of empathy. You're the

right kind of reporter. You'll spread the message.

You'll make sure that others report, because that

certainly didn't happen here. People failed all of

you children, and you need to forgive yourself.

When you hear all of those comments, when

you see the news -- because it's not going away any

time soon that I can see, it will be around you for

quite a while -- you need to remind yourself not to

shy away from it but remember how courageous, how

strong you are being. Being here today shows me

that. It shows the world that.

I can see how proud your husband is of you,

and for those family members who didn't know before,

they know now, and I know they're proud of you. I

couldn't be more happy to have you in my courtroom

talking, and I will consider your words. You have

added to the strength of your sister survivor

warriors. Thank you.

MS. STERN: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Next.
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MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next

survivor you will hear from today has decided to

become publicly identified. Her name is Clasina

Syrovy and she is going to be accompanied by a

familiar face as well.

THE COURT: Thank you. Come on right up

next to her. Great. She might need a hug.

Ma'am, please tell me your name and special

it.

MS. SYROVY: Clasina, C-l-a-s-i-n-a, last

name S-y-r-o-v-y.

Your Honor -- oh, boy.

THE COURT: That's okay. Do you need some

water?

MS. SYROVY: No, I'm good. Thank you.

I am previously known as Jane B 44 Doe. I

stand before you today with shame, embarrassment, and

guilt. I find this difficult to start. There are no

words that can adequately describe how I'm feeling.

The emotions are overwhelming.

I recently as of last Tuesday decided to

come forward publicly before this courtroom. I have

had sleepless nights, days of feeling nauseous, and I

have cried more tears than I care to admit.

Up until that point I imagined this whole
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thing was some mistake, something like living a dream

as more and more girls came forward and continue to

come forward to state what happened to them in the

last two decades.

As a competitive gymnast for 15 years, I

started at Great Lakes Gymnastics Club. In the back

room of Walter French, Larry had his area set up for

us to get our ankles taped, ice our sore muscles and

injuries, talk about life, training, and really

anything.

I knew Larry before he and Stephanie got

married and had kids. I knew him before his brother

passed away. I knew him before he helped Kerri Strug

off the floor of the 1996 Olympic games.

I remember seeing him on t.v. and thinking,

wow, I'm so lucky to have Larry available to help me.

With my visits to the back room at GLGC he created a

place to hang out for a minute, regroup if you were

having a bad day, grab a bag of ice, to check my

knees and tape my ankles. He established a bond. He

was our confidant. He was our friend. And I

remember him telling me that he was my advocate.

That he would stand up for me to my coaches and to my

mom if I couldn't. He was looking out for us.

Having Larry at our disposal for our
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injuries was almost an honor. We all thought how

lucky we are to have him available to go see. He was

world-renowned. Everyone in the gymnastics community

knew Larry. He is or was the guru of sports medicine

for our sport.

I saw Larry for low back pain at MSU Sports

Medicine. Treatments included vaginal penetration to

treat my low back pain. During treatments one hand

would be on my low back massaging, pressing and one

hand would be between my legs with his fingers inside

me. I would cry. I would cry because it hurt. It

felt like he was ripping my vagina apart. He would

say, I know it hurts. Yes, it did hurt.

With my mom in the room he would perform

these treatments. He would see tears leaking out of

my eyes and make comments like, I have to get really

deep in there and I can tell it's very tight. I

thought nothing of it. I was being seen by the best.

I trusted him and I trusted the treatment.

I now question the intent of the comments

he made. His words haunt me. Was he referring to my

back, or to my vagina?

I have struggled with reliving these

appointments, with putting my feelings into words,

sharing my emotion and trying to process what
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happened. I trusted Larry. I believed he knew what

he was doing despite me being uncomfortable. I

believed the treatment would work and be beneficial.

I never told anyone what happened. I was

embarrassed that a doctor went to those lengths to

treat me, and as time passed, I was in denial over

these treatments being sexual abuse or molestation

because he was the gymnastics doctor.

When the pornography was found on his

disposed computers I questioned my impression of the

situation, but still in my mind to some extent I

defended him. People would ask me if I knew him. I

would simply say, yes, and then quickly change the

subject so I didn't have to answer any further

questions.

People would make small talk about the

latest news article and I would walk away in hope

that they had forgotten I was once a gymnast. It

wasn't until my brother saw an article and sent me a

text asking me if Larry had ever treated me or done

these things to me. I simply replied yes.

This was in 2017, and at that point I still

had no intention of coming forward. I didn't want to

be another Jane Doe on the list. But as everything

unfolded before my eyes, like a really bad Lifetime
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original movie based on true events, I gained some

courage. After watching a few of my former teammates

step up and say that this had happened to them also,

I gained a little more.

I am still ashamed this happened to me and

I can't help but think how this has impacted my life

personally and professionally.

Your Honor, I would like to address the

defendant directly now, if I may?

THE COURT: You may.

MS. SYROVY: Larry, how many of us are

there? Do you even know? Did you keep track? Do

you know the number keeps rising? And that's only

the girls that are actually coming forward. How is

it, Larry, that your secret was kept for so long? I

have reflected on this and the only thing I have come

up with to make sense is the following: As a

competitive gymnast we are trained to hide emotion,

to control our feelings, and keep a level head, show

no fear. You preyed on me, on us. You saw a way to

take advantage of your position, the all mighty and

trusted gymnastics doctor. Shame on you, Larry.

Shame on you.

We trusted you were doing the right thing.

We trusted you were making us better when it was
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really for your own sexual gratification. How

selfish.

We all gave up so much as kids to spend

time in the gym, school dances and football games,

pep rallies, and just being kids spending time with

our friends. Our love was gymnastics. We were

dedicated to it, and we sacrificed so much to engage

in the sport we love.

When in reality, we sacrificed a lot more,

didn't we? Our innocence, our trust in doctors and

medical professionals that would later transfer into

adulthood, and our trust in organizations and

institutions to keep us safe.

They certainly didn't stand up for us.

They stood up for you. They stood behind you. They

safeguarded you when people spoke out. MSU did

nothing to stop this. The earliest assault according

to reports was in 1992. How is that? How is it that

you had so much clout in your profession that MSU,

USAG, USOC all turned a blind eye to what was going

on when initial complaints came in?

How did word not spread? How did it not

work its way up the chain of command? What kind of

relationships did you form with the presidents and

administrators of these institutions that they stuck
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by you and swept all this under the rug?

Well, guess what, Larry? None of them are

standing behind you now. They are all trying to deny

any responsibility as if they never swept anything

under the rug at all. They enabled this mess that

you started some 20 years ago. With that you have

tainted the sport I love, we love. You have made it

so that I am embarrassed to tell people I was a

gymnast. I am embarrassed to tell people that I went

to Great Lakes and Twistars. Now that doesn't mean

what it used to. Now it means follow up questions,

like, were you one of them? Not, what level were

you? You have torn apart the gymnastics world, but

look at us, Larry, look at all of us. We are here

putting it together, trying to make sense of what you

did and salvage the sport.

I hope your name is never brought up ever

again. I hope your name is not tied to gymnastics.

I hope your kids don't have to suffer in the shadow

of what you did. I hope Stephanie can find peace. I

know that I find no fault with her.

You were MSU's biggest kept secret, and

even when it finally did come out, Rachael had one

hell of a time. In a statement you said, I am so

horribly sorry. Then why did it go on for 20 years?
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You're only sorry because you got caught.

Today I will not cry anymore. I am done.

I am fed up with the magnitude to which this tragedy

has spiraled into. You are a disaster.

Your Honor, I trust that you will take into

consideration the damage this man has caused and the

people and organizations that allowed and facilitated

his practice of these treatments he performed.

I would like to call out Lou Anna Simon for

her cowardly behavior. Her lack of attendance to

these proceedings shows just how much she really

cares, sitting from the sidelines, being a bystander,

just like she did while reports surfaced. She

certainly isn't showing any support for us. She is a

coward and doesn't deserve to hold the title as MSU

president. Her recent behavior and comments are a

joke. The least she could do is step down from her

position and show us a little courtesy. That is a

relatively minor action considering everything that

we have gone through.

Every time I see her face or her name I am

disgusted at her lack of empathy. Her statements are

nothing more than apologetic correct words strung

together to save face. It's not heartfelt. It's not

meaningful. In reports she is quoted as saying, I
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have been told it is virtually impossible to stop a

determined sexual predator and pedophile, that they

will go to incomprehensible lengths to keep what they

do in the shadows. Okay, Lou Anna, then why when

these allegations surfaced in the '90s was he not

fired then? Why did MSU continue to employ Larry?

He wore MSU affiliated shirts. He had an office in

MSU Sports Medicine. He had business cards with MSU

Sports Medicine letterhead. He was your employee,

and MSU should be responsible for his actions as the

employer; under their roof, in their halls, on their

campus.

MSU is also responsible for Kathie Klages

turning a blind eye. At least she had the decency to

retire. According to reports she turned a blind eye

to concerns that were brought up to her by members of

the gymnastics team. She is just as much at fault.

Our parents turned us over to Larry,

willingly surrounded us to his care, and look what

happened. Look what happened. Look what this has

become. Girls came forward and told an adult, the

adult didn't listen. Why didn't they listen? What

good is it to teach children to tell an adult if the

grown up doesn't listen, doesn't take action? As

coaches and officials governing our sport, why did
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they fail us?

It boggles my mind that reports came out to

MSU and they failed to investigate it. Then

communication failed between MSU and USAG and USOC.

Again, a disconnect. Is anyone even here from USAG,

USOC? Did they care? Is there any representative

here from either one of those organizations looking

at our faces, seeing us stand before a courtroom

reliving the details? I just want to know if any of

these major institutions are standing behind us or if

they all are on the sidelines trying to alleviate any

responsibility, because it sure feels like that's the

case.

Your Honor, I would like to close with a

sincere thank you. Thank you to you and the courts

on behalf of myself and all the other girls for

taking the time to hear each and every one of us. I

am thankful that you are here and you are providing a

platform for us as you determine your ruling. Thank

you.

THE COURT: Thank you. I want you to know

I see your face and the face of all of the sister

survivor warriors, the whole army of you. I heard

your words, and you are going through

incomprehensible lengths, soul searching to put your
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words together to publicly stop defendant, to

publicly stop predators, to make people listen.

He's the one that needs to be ashamed.

Release the shame, embarrassment, guilt that you said

you have here and now. Again, like I said before,

shovel it at him. You are an advocate for all

victims, all survivors. Your strength, your courage,

your words will haunt him. He may not ever admit

that, but I think there's going to be a reel of all

of your collective words in his cell, because I doubt

he'll have many visitors except the nightmares that

you all bring him. Release your nightmares. Be

proud of yourself. Stand tall. Because the army of

sister survivors and the world stands behind you, and

you need to remember that wherever you go.

Thank you so much for being here. It's my

honor to have you here.

MS. SYROVY: Thank you, judge.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next

survivor you'll hear from is a minor. I would ask

that she and her mother come to the podium.

THE COURT: Mom, I first need you at the

microphone. Please raise your right hand.

Do you swear or affirm the testimony you

are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth,
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and nothing but the truth under penalty of perjury?

MRS. MILLER: Yes.

THE COURT: Thank you. You may put your

hand down. Move right up to the podium. I need you

to be right at the microphone. First I need to ask

your mom a couple questions, all right? That's okay.

Right up to the microphone, mom. See, I know you're

not a felon because you're not used to doing that.

That's a good thing.

Okay. Please state and spell your name for

the record

MRS. MILLER: Leslie Miller, L-e-s-l-i-e,

M-i-l-l-e-r.

THE COURT: And you are the mother and

guardian of this lovely woman next to you?

MRS. MILLER: Yes.

THE COURT: And how old is she?

MRS. MILLER: 15.

THE COURT: And being 15 she's a minor and

you're allowing her to speak and tell her story?

MRS. MILLER: Yes.

THE COURT: And do you think it's in her

best interest to do so?

MRS. MILLER: Yes.

THE COURT: And you've talked with her
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about this?

MRS. MILLER: Yes.

THE COURT: And about what it might mean to

go public?

MRS. MILLER: Yes.

THE COURT: Did anyone force, threaten,

coerce you, or promise you anything to go forward

with this?

MRS. MILLER: No.

THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, this is Emma

Anne Miller.

THE COURT: Thank you. With your mom by

your side, please state and spell your name for the

record.

MS. MILLER: Emma Ann Miller, E-m-m-a,

A-n-n, M-i-l-l-e-r.

THE COURT: Thank you. Thank you for being

here. What would you like us to know?

MS. MILLER: May it please the court, my

name is Emma Ann Miller and I am 15 years old. Today

I am going to talk about my relationship with Nassar,

and I'm going to talk to Nassar and I'm going to give

him some advice.

I'm also here to talk to you, the court,
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and I'm going to give this court some advice. And I

also want to talk to MSU to give them a forewarning.

May I proceed?

THE COURT: You may.

MS. MILLER: Your Honor, it's always been

just my mom and I. I needed a positive male role

model in my life. Nassar filled that spot for me.

He has known me since my mom gave birth to me and has

watched me grow up. I trusted him like a family

member. There has never been a time in my life when

I didn't know Larry Nassar. But now I wish I never

met him.

I saw him once or twice a month at my mom's

appointments and then later when I was 10 I was a

monthly patient treating for a back injury. He was a

world-renowned doctor. I was honored to be a

patient, but, more importantly, a friend of his. He

even had a nickname for me, goofball, but this

nickname will forever haunt me with the trauma he has

caused me

He put my picture up on his wall with the

Olympians. I thought I mattered to Larry. I thought

I was special. You made us all feel like we were

special, but not in the way we wanted to be special.

I, too, was sexually assaulted by Larry
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Nassar multiple times at multiple appointments. My

last treatment was in August 2016. A week later he

was let go by MSU. I'm possibly the last child he

will ever assault.

MSU Sports Medicine charged me for those

appointments. My mom is still getting billed for

appointments where I was sexually assaulted.

May I address the defendant?

THE COURT: You may.

MS. MILLER: I have never wanted to hate

someone in my life but my hate towards you is

uncontrollable. Larry Nassar, I hate you. I will

work on forgiving you as I know that is what God

wants, but at this moment I will leave forgiveness up

to him.

There is one thing you could do to help

with the forgiveness. Instead of just sitting there

acting weak and feeble, you could start writing down

each and every time MSU, Twistars, and USAG could

have stopped you. And instead of getting up at your

sentencing giving some hollow, insincere apology, you

could outline all the times for me, for us that MSU,

Twistars, and USAG should have stopped you.

You were too brazen, too cavalier. You

flaunted it. Don't try to apologize or rationalize.
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Don't use cliches like a match in a forest fire. If

you want to stop it yourself, you need to begin the

reformation process. You need to do redeeming acts.

You need to put others first.

Do the right thing for us. Be honest. Try

and help us. Tell us who knew what and when. Tell

us how and when their opportunities were to stop you.

Tell us about the telltale signs that others at MSU,

Twistars, and USAG should have seen but didn't. In

one of your last public acts actually help someone.

Of course, we are aware that some knew, but

there are likely many, many more opportunities these

institutions and individuals had to stop you long

before Rachael and the IndyStar article surfaced.

You could talk about the time Coach Klages called you

to discuss the allegations that Larissa Boyce made

about you sexually assaulting her back in 1997, or

the conversations that you had with Strampel. See,

I'm familiar with what Mark Twain said about rumors,

that a rumor travels halfway around the world. If

you aren't familiar with Twain, trust me, you'll have

time to look it up.

So don't tell us that you never got that

phone call from Klages. Someone like Larissa Boyce

doesn't make an assertion like she did against a
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doctor like you to your friend Klages of sexual

assault and it just sits there. We know you two

spoke about it. We know you had a phone call.

Please, Larry, help my sisters. This would be a

redeeming act.

Please don't waste your allocution on your

grief, your regret, or any other emotion. Don't tell

us how you and God have made amends or how you are

different. You need to confess the facts. You can

help others, and if you do, if you help my sisters,

it might help in my forgiveness and maybe others. It

might not lower your sentence, but it might just

start you down a road of reformation and redemption.

Just remember, Larry, it's never too late to do the

right thing.

Now to the court, I am more than how he

treated me. I am not letting him take any more time

away from me. No more time at appointments. No more

time being afraid, and no more time being

manipulated. Years of monthly appointments,

including the supply room -- yeah, the supply room --

is long enough. Do you think that is long enough,

judge?

THE COURT: I think it's long enough. It's

over.
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MS. MILLER: And so here is some advice,

judge. Don't be afraid. A 40 year minimum sentence

is not long enough and it doesn't send the right

message. See, judge, I doubt that the Attorney

General, this court, or his defense attorneys knew

what was coming allowing all of us to speak. None of

you could have anticipated the breadth or the depth

of the statements. But he knew. It is the reason

why he wrote the letter. He knew it was coming, and

just like he should have been, he was afraid.

And, judge, I've heard you say that he will

rot in prison, that he will not see the light of day

again, but this is not true. When his day of

judgment comes before you, you are not sending him to

a place to rot and you are not stopping the light of

day from coming to Nassar. No, judge. You're going

to save his life. He will go to federal prison. In

fact, he'll be treated fairly well in prison. I know

and Nassar knows that federal prison is the best

place for him. He will likely make friends. He will

be able to manipulate and maybe earn some semblance

of respect among the prison inmates that are his new

counterparts. He will be fed. He will be clothed,

and he will be provided actual medical treatment.

But don't get too excited, Larry. You'll
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probably never talk to a woman again, except for one

holding a gun, a taser, and a billy club, which is a

good thing. I am smart enough, wise enough, and been

advised enough that simply because he treated us

indespicable and in inhumane ways doesn't mean that

we, our system, treats the worst of the worst worse.

But, Your Honor, just for a moment could

you imagine what kind of life he would live if he

wasn't in prison? He would have to face his accusers

in the grocery store, at the gas station, and in the

pews at mass. Anywhere and everywhere. My sisters

would be there just like they are today, yesterday,

and tomorrow, and every tomorrow until the end of his

days, and it would include all women and men anywhere

and everywhere. It would be the type of punishment

that is outlawed by our constitution. It would be

cruel and unusual because his life and his health

would be in jeopardy, but that is not who we are.

Just because he failed to treat us with process and

procedure, just because he treated us like an object

doesn't mean that we are reduced to him.

Nassar has something few people can do in

their lifetime, like how Kleenex is actual a

corporate brand that many use in every day vocabulary

to describe a tissue, he has forever identified his
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name with child sexual abuse. His legacy as a

medical God has been poisoned by his sickening desire

to molest children. Long after the Olympic gymnast

doctor fades into a trivia fact known only by us or a

Jeopardy contestant, the word Nassar will permanently

be associated with child sexual abuse. Kind of like

Jack the Ripper, Son of Sam, or Lee Harvey Oswald.

You get the picture.

But this for me is not about Nassar --

well, maybe a little bit. His sentence will for me

say more about you. I know you are a mother and we

have heard from a number of mothers. I know you are

a lawyer and we have heard from a number of lawyers.

Like you, strong successful lawyers. You have served

our country in the noblest of way in the military.

Some of us are or have served in the military. You

have overcome and all of us, yes, all of us have

overcome. I suspect that you, too, could post Me Too

and all of us post Me Too.

In regards to actually sentencing

defendant, you have handed out life sentences with no

opportunity for parole for defendants convicted of

murder, and like those defendants, we know that

Nassar knows. We know that Nassar has been the cause

of some of my sisters' untimely deaths or attempted
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suicides.

Have you sentenced other defendants to

longer sentences? Your sister, Judge Neff, sentenced

him to 60 years for a heinous crime but not as bad as

to what you have been exposed to over a week. I

don't think anyone believes that having a picture on

your computer is even close to taking an underaged

patient into a supply room to be sexually assaulted.

Does anyone really think that? So, judge, you may be

able to guess what I'm going to say but say it I

will. No one is better suited to sentence this

defendant in this case right here right now in this

moment. Maybe, just maybe, God works in mysterious

ways, that your whole life has been leading up to

this moment, but I suspect that you had many moments

like this in their own unique way.

So here's the deal, I know that if you

exceed the plea agreement Nassar has the right to

withdraw his plea, and then he would have to make a

decision, either go to trial or accept the sentence.

Make him have to make that decision. That might be

the only real punishment that Nassar faces in this

case besides having to sit through my sisters'

compelling, tearful, and beautiful statements.

Statements that are all gold medal winners, by the
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way.

We know that he doesn't want to face us.

He told you in his letter. I'm not afraid of him.

My sister survivors are not afraid of him. Please,

don't be afraid to do the right thing and send the

right message.

I said it before and I'll say it again, 40

years is not enough. Any message that you send at

this point will be heard around the world. Send one

that reflects the gravity and devastation that he has

caused, a minimum sentence of 125 years. He should

be grateful for such a sentence.

Now to MSU. Are you listening, MSU? I

can't hear you. Are you listening? My name is Emma

Ann Miller and I'm 15 years old and I'm not afraid of

you nor will I ever be. At 15 I shouldn't know the

inside of a courtroom but I'm going to become real

comfortable in one, so should you. See, MSU,

sometimes circumstances determine our fate and

sometimes we determine the circumstance. I, like all

of those that have spoken or will speak, didn't

choose this circumstance to have the right to be

standing in front of this podium today. Nassar made

that choice for us; your 20 year child molesting

employee. This is a burden at 15 I shouldn't have to
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bear, but believe me, MSU, bear I will.

As Nassar's story fades into a federal

prison cell for the rest of his life, my story, our

story, mine and yours is going to be titled Miller

versus MSU. I know you write books, Your Honor.

What do you think of chapter one, don't piss off 150

women that you've sexually assaulted for 20 years?

THE COURT: I like it. Good lead in.

MS. MILLER: Let me get back to the point.

MSU, it's time for me to determine the circumstance

and that circumstance is going to be pointed right at

you. Yeah, right at you, MSU. I don't have to be

ashamed or anti-MSU. I can be a Spartan if I choose.

I can yell go green. Go green. Let me say that

again, judge, because I don't think the crowd heard

me. Go green.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Go white.

MS. MILLER: I can root for Miles Bridges

if I want and still hold you, MSU, accountable. And

I will. You are no more powerful than Nassar. You

don't hold any power over me either and never will.

And not just MSU, but all the individuals who could

have stopped this, every single one of them.

We know there are many that could have

stopped this. We also know that you, MSU, know that
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denial is not just a river in Africa. I have heard

your denials but I will not rest until I hear more,

until every single fact and stone is uncovered in

painful, excruciating detail

You're going to want to squeeze your eyes

shut like some of my sisters did and grab on to

something tight like some of my sisters did, like

you're being bent over in a supply room with a 50

something year old creep sliding his ungloved hand

into your most intimate, sacred privates, and the

best part, my story entitled Miller versus MSU, the

most uplifting, inspirational part, I know I'm not

alone and I believe this is not over. See, Your

Honor, we -- we are just getting started. Thank you.

THE COURT: Ma'am, you could write books.

You've got the headline.

MS. MILLER: Thank you.

THE COURT: I hope you do write that book.

I think it would be uplifting. You are very

prolific. Your words are as strong as any gun,

taser, or billy club. You need to keep on talking.

You're very special. You are.

MS. MILLER: Thank you.

THE COURT: Much older than your age. Your

sister survivor warriors stand with you. Thankfully
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defendant is not a cat with many lives.

I know you want me to go outside of the

plea agreement, but with the plea agreement, with

three strong judges who have heard your message and

the message of all of the army of survivor women,

he's not going to harm anyone, and contrary to the

statements that being in federal court -- or federal

prison, the federal system is no picnic. Maybe for

Martha Stewart because she baked well, but I assure

you there isn't anyone in prison who hasn't heard

about this case, who hasn't heard your voice, and if

they haven't heard it, they will. They have families

out there. They take your words seriously, even

behind bars. So it will not be a picnic for him as

you imagine.

Your words, your advices are as wise as any

detective, lawyer, or prosecutor. Maybe one day I'll

see you practice law in front of me. I don't know

what your plans are, but you are going places despite

defendant. You have an enormous rippling effect on

the world.

MS. MILLER: Thank you.

THE COURT: And with your sister survivors

you stand stronger and stronger and this tower of

strength is getting larger, wider, deeper, taller.
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Keep talking. And, you know, you are one of the

people who stood in front of me and you're healing

yourself every time you talk, and every time your

mother hugs you, I feel your mother is taking away

your pain. Your words have taken away -- leave your

pain here and go out and do those magnificent things

I know you were born to do. Thank you so much for

being here.

MS. MILLER: Thank you.

THE COURT: At this time we need to take 15

minutes. Thank you.

(Recess taken at 10:51 a.m.)

THE COURT: Every one is present. We are

ready for the next one.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next

survivor you will hear from I believe wishes to be

publicly identified but I'd like to just confirm

that. Amanda Smith.

Your Honor, this Amanda Smith. She's

accompanied at the podium by her husband.

THE COURT: Thank you. Thank you for being

here. Please state and spell your name for the

record.

MS. SMITH: Amanda Smith, A-m-a-n-d-a,

S-m-i-t-h.
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THE COURT: What would you like me to know?

MS. SMITH: First I want to thank you.

There's a lot I can say about my time as

gymnast. I fell in love with the sport the day I

stepped foot in the gym. My parents did everything

they could to feed my hunger to be the best.

Around age eight I started begging my

parents to take me to Twistars. It was where all of

the best gymnasts were, and it's where I needed to

be, too. After a bout of tears and a lot of promises

to keep up my work in school, they caved. They drove

me an hour and a half each way to practice after

school four days a week and early on Saturday

mornings.

After a year of this my family decided to

move closer just for me to be closer to the gym.

This meant now at nine years old I had to make new

friends at a new school that was twice as big as the

one from where I was from. I had a hard time

adjusting so I dug in even harder at the gym. This

is where I met Larry Nassar.

I remember the first time very vividly. I

was learning a new dismount on bars, I peeled. I had

given myself a black eye and a bloody nose. My

coach, after telling me what a fool I looked like,
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had me sit in over-splits with blood running down my

face. He had a teammate grab paper towel and ice.

It was through my tears, blood, and chalk that I saw

him walking towards me. He said, well, it looks like

I showed up just in time.

He helped me up and he led me to the back

room. He helped me wash off my face. He told me

everything would be okay. He hugged me. He

comforted me. He told me not to pay attention to the

yelling from my coach.

Lucky for me this is where this encounter

ended that day because there was already a list of

girls who had put their names on the sign-up sheet to

see him that night. I wonder now if when those doors

closed he abused them?

I saw his face in the gym for years. He

treated my friends. He laughed with all of us. He

made us trust him. He was our safe haven to turn to

when things got bad.

Flash forward to the age of 14, I quit

gymnastics. I had a new passion for pole vaulting.

I took a weird fall and my back was hurting pretty

bad. You see, that faithful day when I met him I was

so scared of my coaching and disappointing them that

I never told anyone that my back had hit the side
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ball of the pit. I was pretty sure my tailbone broke

that day. I went to his office at MSU thinking I'm

not a gymnast anymore but God I hope he remembers me.

He was my hero. I wanted to be just like

him. It was at this appointment that he violated me.

He told my mom that this procedure would relieve

pressure around my tailbone. They had a

conversation. I could not tell you a thing that was

said. I had my eyes squeezed so tight that they hurt

all while I thought it may hurt now but he's a

doctor, a God, he knows what he's doing, just suck it

up.

After this internal manipulation he told me

to stand and bend over so that he could check my

alignment. His body pressed against mine as he bent

over to feel up and down my spine.

Now I am 26. I have seen doctors for many

things, including having my two beautiful children.

I have never had a doctor make sure that their body

was so close to mine.

I would like to speak to Larry

THE COURT: You may.

MS. SMITH: I want you to know that this

medical procedure, it did not help. I told my mom

that it did just so that you never had to touch me
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and I didn't have to come back. I scheduled my

appointments with other doctors at MSU for other

injuries. I was ashamed, although I'm not quite sure

what I was ashamed for. It was not until recently

that I put two and two together. You abused me. You

violated my body. You made me feel emotions that no

14 year old should ever have to feel.

Yet, I idolized you. The rest of the world

idolized you. I grew up and I married the love of my

life. You congratulated me on social media. I have

two children, a little boy and girl, and you told me

they were beautiful. You liked pictures of my

children on social media.

In 2014 my husband got hurt at work. He

needed surgery and immediately I asked you for help.

I was so enamored because you still cared. How

pathetic was I?

When news broke about you I could not

believe it. I would not believe it. I laughed it

off. But then I started coming to terms. You were,

in fact, the monster that they said you were. You

came up too many times in conversation between my

husband's co-workers. They protect people from

monsters like you. I sat quietly. Your face was

plastered everywhere and it still is, and I retreated
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into my mind.

My children and my husband have gotten less

than my best this past year. I have been moody. I

haven't wanted to be touched. The things that make

me happy barely made me snap to reality this last

year, but that ends today.

I have wavered back and forth about giving

a statement for a lot of reasons; denial, fear, and

shame, but ultimately this is for me. This is my

closure. How would I ever be able to look my two

beautiful children in their faces and tell them to

speak the truth even when it hurts and not stand

here? In order to advocate for them and for future

generations, I need to stand here. Even when my

voice cracks, it will be heard. I may not be an

Olympian or a Big Ten athlete, but I have a voice.

My voice will be the voice for the voiceless, the

ones who were let down by institutions like USAG and

MSU, the ones that are too afraid to speak or have

not yet come forward. Whether we were abused one

time or a hundred times, it's never okay. I will not

stop speaking until I am heard, until we are heard,

and things have changed.

Nathaniel Hawthorne once said, she had not

known the weight until she felt the freedom. And
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today right now this is my freedom. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you. Ma'am, your

defendant idol is taking down by your words, by the

words encouraged of you and your sister survivors.

You are part of protecting all of our children. Your

voice may have cracked but your spirit is whole, and

you are not cracked. You are whole, strong, and

everything good. Your words echoed around the world,

and you're not just protecting your own children but

all of our children, and I want to thank you for

doing that. You've done your best today. You are

helping defendant face his reality. You faced him

and you have nothing to fear anymore. You are a

tower of strength, and I see how proud, not just

everybody in back of you is, but your husband.

Thank you for being here and speaking with

me. I've heard what you have to say and I will take

it into account at sentencing. I'm proud of you,

ma'am. Thank you.

MS. SMITH: Thank you.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, before the

next speaker I have a few housekeeping matters. I'm

going to present to you a copy of the statements that

I believe you do not have already for today, and your

court reporter, we are working together to get
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everything for her.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MS. POVILAITIS: I realize I neglected to,

for the record, let the court know the number of

speakers we are currently at. As of this morning we

are at 144 confirmed victim impact statements where

they will either be read or read on those survivors'

behalf, and just for the record, that was the 96th

survivor to speak. Ms. Smith is the 96th survivor to

speak, and, for media purposes, I am only counting

Lindsey Lemke once, but I know both of her parents

and she spoke, but that's how I get to 96.

THE COURT: And because we had other

speakers I am at 104.

MS. POVILAITIS: I'm only counting the

survivors individually.

THE COURT: Right. Is there any other

housekeeping matter?

MS. POVILAITIS: No other housekeeping.

THE COURT: While everybody is here, I know

earlier we had a survivor talk about defense counsel,

and it's come to my attention -- and that's okay.

It's perfectly fine. You all can have your opinions,

but let me just say that our constitution, Sixth

Amendment, provides counsel for all defendants, and
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these attorneys have all worked very well together.

The Attorney General's office, defendant's attorney

team and come to this resolution.

As attorneys we never get to pick our

clients. Sometimes we just have to take on a client

and make sure that they have the best representation

regardless of what they've done, and you can say,

well, they didn't have to take the client. Well,

it's really about the best resolution for everyone,

including defendant, including the victims, and I

think that's what's happened here today, and most

important, part of that resolution was that they

honored my request to allow all victims speak. They

didn't have to do that. I would have done it anyway,

but by agreeing, it's one of those things that are

most likely not appealable, and even if it is, I

doubt the Court of Appeals would pay attention to

that. I don't know what they'll do. But I'm going

to ask something difficult for some of you, and that

is, to just respect counsel for both sides without

heckling, without following them through the parking

lot, or any of the things that are occurring outside

of my presence. This has been really the most

respectful procedure I've had with so many people and

I really want to keep it that way, and I want to
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thank you in advance for that.

Next.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next

survivor you'll hear from I understand wishes to be

publicly identified and, Taylor Livingston, please

come to the podium.

Your Honor, the next speaker is Taylor

Livingston. She has given permission to be publicly

identified. Accompanying her to the podium are her

parents, and I note she has a picture. Would you

like me to hand that to the judge? Okay. I'll do

that.

THE COURT: Ma'am, is this picture for me

to keep or would you like it back? It's up to you.

MRS. LIVINGSTON: You would like it back.

MS. LIVINGSTON: Yeah, I would like it.

THE COURT: You would like it back?

MS. LIVINGSTON: Please.

THE COURT: That's fine. I just want to

make sure. Please state and spell your name for the

record.

MS. LIVINGSTON: Taylor Livingston,

T-a-y-l-o-r, L-i-v-i-n-g-s-t-o-n.

THE COURT: Thank you. What would you like

me to know?
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MS. LIVINGSTON: I don't even know where to

begin as I've only recently allowed myself to begin

the process of what happened. I no longer know how

to address this man. He is not a doctor as he has

done more harm than he has good. He is not my friend

so I will not call him Larry, and he's certainly not

a man so I cannot call him Mr. Nassar. He is just a

monster.

He is a monster that I saw repeatedly over

the course of my gymnastics career. The first time I

went to get treated by him I was only 13, and going

in I already had the utmost respect for him as he

came highly recommended and had an amazing

reputation. That's the thing, though, reputations

can be deceiving, and his most certainly was.

I was 13 in 2009 and I continued to see him

into my college gymnastics career in 2014. What is

scary, though, is besides the first two encounters

with him, I can hardly remember them. I try again

and again. I dig and I dig but it is blank. I can't

find them. I can't remember, but I do remember the

first time.

I remember having to change into loose

shorts which seemed reasonable since I needed my

calves worked on. I remember being covered up by a
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towel. I remember him destroying my calves as tears

fell from my eyes because they were so tight, and

then I recall him saying that he was going to try and

relieve the pain a little by pushing on some pressure

points on my butt. This seemed reasonable as well,

but that isn't what he did. Next thing I knew he was

using -- his bear fingers were in me, but the best

part of this I remember, my terminally ill dad

sitting in a chair across the room trusting this

doctor who claimed he was fixing me. This monster

even had the audacity to ask me if the pain in my

calves was lessened. And let me tell you something,

it was, but because -- not because the treatment

worked. Not because the treatment was a real medical

procedure. No. It worked because I was confused.

It worked because I was scared, and it worked because

I was completely uncomfortable. It worked because I

couldn't imagine what my dad, who was sitting on just

on the other side of the room, would do and think if

he knew what was happening.

It lasted a while as he did it the entire

time he worked on my calves, and as I went to leave

he offered me Olympic pins as to say, hey, look at

me, I'm awesome, don't question me, which in turn is

what I did.
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How could what just happened be wrong if he

was so casually talking to my dad and I the entire

time? How could he be so nice and have such a good

reputation? There was no way I was the only one he

had done this to, so if I thought it was wrong, then

clearly I must be the crazy one. A doctor wouldn't

hurt me, right? Wrong.

I couldn't tell my dad what had just

happened. I was 13 and not entirely sure what just

happened myself. Plus, he was my dad. Worse yet, I

didn't have a mom to go home to tell either.

I kept to myself for years. I pushed my

gut feeling away that something was wrong time and

time again. My dad died, and that's who you have a

picture of. January 30, 2017, after fighting a very

rare heart virus for many more years than he was

expecting to be able to, he died without knowing that

I was assaulted by this man. And worse yet, he died

thinking that people were tainting his reputation --

reputation and career as he could not possibly

believe that someone so helpful with his own child

could do such a thing, and I didn't tell him

otherwise. I couldn't tell him otherwise.

He would have hated himself so. He would

have died with so much guilt. So instead I kept it
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to myself, and here I am, almost a year after my

dad's passing. I should be grieving the death of my

dad, the death of my best friend in the entire world,

the death of my hero, but instead I am grieving and

feeling guilty that I lied to my dad for so long,

that I kept this a secret from him.

Some times I feel guilty when I hear these

other women and girls speak. I feel guilty that I

can't remember all my visits with him, but even

though I can't put detail to most other visits I had,

I do know that I was rarely comfortable with the

treatments I was getting. I never felt safe, and

every day I suffered just as they do. I have been

depressed for as long as I can remember. I have been

anxious all the time and rarely -- and I mean

rarely -- enjoy life.

Someone asked me not too long ago when is

last time I was happy was, to tell them a story about

the last time I was truly happy and had fun. I

couldn't. Life is a chore. Life is a constant

fight. I don't trust anyone, and I am never

comfortable. I keep my feelings to myself because

for so long I thought I had to.

I can't do intimate relationships because

even the thought of trying to have one makes me
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cringe. I cringe when a sexual joke is told. I

cringe trying to say words even related. My

relationship with my hero, best friend, and dad was

damaged as I was never honest, and every day I feel

guilty for that, and I am mad.

But here is the thing, I am not mad for me.

I am mad for my dad. I am mad that this monster took

advantage of my dad's trust, that he pretended to be

his friend, and that he knew my dad was dying and

always asked about how my dad was saying he was

inspirational, all along knowing my dad admired his

dedication to his career, and my dad had no idea that

he manipulated and destroyed the lives of not only

many girls but my dad's own daughter as well.

If I may, I would like to address the

defendant now.

THE COURT: You may proceed.

MS. LIVINGSTON: What you have done is

despicable. What you have done you can never erase.

I found a little bit of peace knowing that the rest

of your life all you'll be doing is rotting, but I

find more peace knowing one day you are going to die,

and when you do, your pain will not subside.

I believe in God and I do believe he

forgives, but I believe you are past the point of
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forgiveness. When you die you're going to hell but

there will be a pit stop on the way where you'll have

to face my dad who now knows exactly what you have

done. You will have to face the strongest, biggest

hearted, and most inspirational man that I have ever

known to live, and when you do, you will suffer as

you know everything I have just said is true.

Sometimes I wonder if you even remember the

first time and what you did, but, then again, it

doesn't matter. I remember. I know and now my dad

and the world does as well.

This sad excuse for a man is not the only

one who is to blame for all of this, though.

Everyone who knew and hid it, everyone who continued

to allow this man knowing full well what he was doing

is to blame. MSU, USAG, and any staff member of

Twistars or any other facility that had the knowledge

of or even heard rumors that should have been

investigated are all to blame. They knew and tried

to save their own instead of the lives that were

destroyed for way too many girls. One is too many,

and I'm sure there were thousands.

I hope one day to find happiness in life.

I hope one day to be able to be comfortable enough

with someone to be intimate with them as more than
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anything in this life I want kids and family. I'm

terrified every day that it won't happen because I

struggle not only to find my worth but to find that

anyone will treat me like I am worthy, but I am here

today to try to take the first step in healing, to

allow myself a chance to beat this and live a happy,

semi-normal life. I'm here to tell him that my dad

will be waiting, and to say thank you to those who

are around in my life, always standing by my side no

matter how hard I try to push them away because of

the fear they too will disappoint me with even the

slightest bit of trust I put in them. Thank you.

THE COURT: I am so very sorry about the

loss of your father, your best friend. No one should

lose a parent as young as you.

But you need to know that you are no longer

scared. You're no longer confused. Your words

resound here with your sister survivors and in the

world. You have strength and courage, and I know

that your dad is here. He's proud of you, and his

love did not die with him. It lives on in you, and

you are connected with him forever by love and

strength, and you've honored him by speaking out.

That's what you've done. You've never disappointed

your father. He's here standing with you, hugging
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you. I know it. I feel it. I see it. I promise

you, he is more proud of you than ever before in your

whole life, and you need -- because all of you

survivors need this, but you need to understand you

have nothing to feel guilty about. Telling us your

thoughts, what you've been feeling empowers you and

countless other children who haven't been able to

come forward

Your message is immeasurably strong and

vivid and loud. You are worthy. Never think you are

not worthy. If you forget it, mom, bring her here

and I'll remind her.

MRS. LIVINGSTON: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Leave your woes here. Leave

all those negative things here with defendant. I

will sentence him accordingly, but you need to be

tall and strong and courageous every day like you

have been just now. I'm honored you were here, and

we all applaud you. Thank you.

MS. LIVINGSTON: Thank you.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next two

speakers are going to come up together and they do

wish to remain anonymous so I will ask the media not

to identify them, for all cameras and video or live

feed to be turned off and no recording.
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THE COURT: And they do know there will be

a transcript?

MS. POVILAITIS: They do, yes.

Your Honor, they are identified as -- come

on up -- survivors or victims 163 and 183 on our

master list. Victim 163, her sister is accompanying

her. Did I get that right?

VICTIM 163: Yeah.

THE COURT: Thank you. Step forward. You

are victim survivor 163?

VICTIM 163: Um-hum.

THE COURT: What would you like me to know,

ma'am.

VICTIM 163: I believe in good before I

believe in bad. I believe that the world is a kind

place.

I first saw Larry Nassar when I was in

seventh or eighth grade for a stress fracture I had

in my back. I had trained at a gym an hour away from

Lansing and someone suggested I go see Larry for my

back. We called Larry's office and was informed it

was tough to get into his schedule, but somehow he

managed to make time for me. I felt honored that

this random man would fit me into his schedule. I

mean, he treated Olympians. Who would not want to be
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seen by a doctor who has treated Olympians? We

thought if he treats them, he must be pretty damn

good.

Larry's office was filled with posters

signed by Olympians, national team members, all of

the above, you name it, so I saw him for the stress

fracture in my back, and this is when the abuse

started.

At that time I did not know it was abuse.

I always knew it was odd. Some of my other teammates

started to see him for their injuries and soon enough

we all realized that he was doing the same treatment

to all of us.

THE COURT: Can you slow down just a little

bit?

VICTIM 163: Yes.

THE COURT: Thank you.

VICTIM 163: We called it the weird thing.

We were young, naive, and innocent, and didn't know

that this was wrong. We were unfamiliar with that

innocent part of our bodies.

He had explained to us how it worked and

how he had to relieve the pressure in those muscles

down there. We had no right to think that what he

was doing was wrong. I mean, he was a doctor, and

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 517 of 704



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT
313 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, MI 48933

86

I've always had an immense amount of respect for

doctors.

Throughout the next four years I continued

to see Larry for shoulder injuries, hamstring

injuries, shin injuries, and more back issues. Larry

was such a mastermind that he would do the bear

minimum to make us feel better and make sure that we

always came back.

After the 2012 Olympics I remember going to

see him and he gave me an extra practice leotard that

was left over from the Olympics. As a young girl

whose dream was to go to the Olympics, why would I

think there was anything wrong with what he was

doing? He had us so fooled. He had every teammate

of mine fooled. He had my parents fooled. He had

other doctors fooled. He had the people closest to

me fooled, everyone around me.

I remember going to see Larry the day of my

homecoming football game and he gave me some kind of

sparkle glitter kit so I could use it that night at

the game as if this would make it better. This was a

form of his grooming. He gave us stuff to manipulate

our minds.

My teammates and I would go to his office

after hours and he would sneak us in the back door to
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get treatment. We would even go to his home and get

treatment in his basement. We trusted this man with

our lives. We praised him. I mean, who has ever

heard of a doctor willing to go to such extreme

measures for a patient? It just does not happen. He

manipulated us to the point that I couldn't even

admit that this had happened to me until about a year

ago. It still does not feel real.

I am currently a collegiate gymnast and up

until about a year ago I would tell people that Larry

was the reason I made it to the level I'm at now. I

gave him all the credit, none to myself. This is one

of the hardest parts for me. To be a member of this

team was my dream growing up. I did everything I

could to help myself get where I am now.

I saw Larry for treatment because I trusted

him to help heal my injuries. How was I so blind?

Here I was thinking that this man did so much for me

when in reality he was slowly tearing me apart for

his own sick and twisted pleasures. It is so

disturbing to me that this man was involved with such

joyful parts of my life.

This past few months have been filled with

some of the hardest days of my life. Others allowed

him the access to hurt us. I was so -- I was hurt so
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bad I didn't even know how bad I was hurt because I

was so numb. I couldn't even tell my own parents

about what I was feeling. It is one thing to feel

myself hurting but it's a whole different story when

you know your parents, siblings, family, best

friends, teammates, and all those around you are

heartbroken as well.

Thanks to the courage of all these other

strong, beautiful women I was finally able to tell

them last Tuesday. I felt guilty, embarrassed,

ashamed, scared, and to be honest, I still do feel

this way. It's going to take time to heal.

I am disgusted by USA Gymnastics. I am

disgusted by Twistars and John Geddert, and I am

disgusted by Michigan State University. Where were

the people who were supposed to protect us? Instead

of protecting us, they were enabling him. The fact

that he was able to practice medicine at MSU while

girls were filing reports to USAG, are you serious?

You let us all down.

Your Honor, may I address the defendant?

THE COURT: You may.

VICTIM 163: Larry, you really messed with

the wrong crowd, and that goes for everyone that was

involved. Congratulations. You created an army
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against yourself. Funny how that works. All the

bullshit that you have put us through has only made

us stronger. We are going to use that strength to

make sure that nobody ever feels this way again and

to make sure that justice is served.

Larry, I do not feel sorry for you. You

knew exactly what you were doing this whole time.

You used innocent children for your own sexual

pleasures. You need to grow up.

And to any man that thinks it is okay to

abuse a woman or a child like that, you need to grow

up too. Us women, we are strong. We are survivors.

We are human. Larry, you're not a human. I have

never heard of a more pathetic form of being in my

entire life. I am sure that goes for all of those

around me as well.

So back to my point, but I'm just going to

say it like it is and I'm not sorry about it, but you

people are screwed. You're going to get what you

deserve in prison. That's called karma. You get

what you deserve, and that's the wonderful thing

about the world, you get what you give.

Hate is a strong word and I have really

only hated one person before today, but, Larry, today

you get added to that list.
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To all the survivors, thank you for your

courage. Thank you to the women who have been

fighting him for so long and never giving up. Thank

you. I know that everyone has mixed emotions and

some days are better than others, but please never

question the worth of your own life because of this

man. Your story will inspire someone some day. It

could even save a person's life.

We are survivors and we all need each

other. We have so much more than him. There is so

much more light left in the world for all of us. We

are not defined by this trauma and we must not hold

onto it forever. By holding onto it, we are giving

Larry power, and that is the last thing he deserves.

We must not question why this happened to

us. Instead, we must go with it and use it to make

us stronger, because what doesn't kill you, makes you

stronger and prepares you for bigger and better.

For me personally, I know that this

experience is going to make me the best healer and

possibly doctor that I can be one day. I'm going to

transform this experience to build and make me

better. I'm going to use it to my advantage to

create a positive impact on this world. Anything --

unlike anything that Larry ever did.
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Your Honor, I believe that you're going to

take care of Larry and that we never need to worry

about this man again, but I do ask that you propose a

plan to help all of us survivors connect and support

each other. Maybe something so simple as an e-mail

chain or local sport groups. We're going to need

each other in these times. Together this army of

sister survivors will be able to create a new culture

for this sport. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you very much. That was

a very brave statement. It was strong and courageous

and it was very relevant, and you aren't just strong,

you are a super human. You have insight already into

what's happened and into the future, and you're

absolutely right, the strong army of sister survivor

warriors I think already have connected, but it will

really be up to you to continue that connection and

to show the world that you are a force to be reckoned

with if anybody harms another child.

Your words are very, very powerful. It's

shown me and the world that you've already

transformed into a stronger self than you ever were.

Leave all the junk here. Move out of this courtroom

and into your old life will that tower and pillar of

strength that we just heard. Thank you so much.
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VICTIM 163: Thank you.

THE COURT: We have survivor victim 183.

What would you like me to know? Slow down, okay?

VICTIM 183: Okay. Thank you, Your Honor,

for allowing me to speak today and listening to so

many courageous women.

May I address the defendant?

THE COURT: You may.

VICTIM 183: Larry, you know so well how I

struggled using my voice to stand up for myself.

Well, guess what? Not anymore. I have found my

voice and I'm here to face you, my abuser, who I

trusted for so long, the doctor that I was so

privileged to see, the doctor I trusted to put me

back together when I was broken, and the one I

thought was my friend.

I am here today not only for my own healing

but to help make change. I can only hope that sweet,

little, innocent girls like I was will be better

protected from people like you.

It saddens me to know that there was so

many complaints so far back that were ignored. Shame

on MSU and USAG. I am not ashamed, nor am I

embarrassed, because I had no idea that this

so-called medical treatment that you were given me
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was so wrong. I cringe when I hear comments like,

how did they not know? Or, where were the parents?

I have amazing parents who protect me and are present

in my life. They were in the room with me, Larry.

You are disgusting. You are a master manipulator,

the best of the best.

Larry, you hurt me. I thought you cared

about me. I trusted you with my whole self. I even

came to you once when I was hurt before I even told

my parents. How could you do this to me and violate

my own innocence? What kind of person can hurt so

many? You are sick, Larry, and you deserve the

sentence you are about to receive.

Remember the day you told me you cared too

much about me to watch me in constant pain? The day

you told me I needed to retire from gymnastics

because it would be best for my own good, that I had

too many injuries to move forward? I thought that

was the worst day of my life. Well, I know much

better now. I look back and know that you didn't

care much about me at all. You abused me, then

shattered my dreams, and sent me off bawling for my

long drive home. You told me to enjoy the rest of my

senior year and I should make lemonade out of lemons.

Well, Larry, I've decided to give you those lemons
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back. You can take them to prison where you cannot

make lemonade.

As for me, I will heal. As you know,

gymnasts are very strong, and I'll persevere and come

up on top.

Your Honor, I ask that Larry receives the

longest sentence possible. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you. I've heard your

words, and you certainly have found your voice, and I

will never think of lemonade again without hearing

your voice. You certainly have helped others have

the courage to do the right thing, to report, and I

so respect your words and your presence here at such

a young age. You all have had such tremendous power

being here and facing defendant. Thank you.

VICTIM 183: Thank you.

THE COURT: At this time -- it is noon. We

will return at one o'clock. Thank you. We're off

the record.

(Recess taken at or about 12:00 p.m.)

THE COURT: We are back on the record. All

parties are present. Next.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next

survivor statement will be read on the record by

Robyn Liddell from the Attorney General's office.
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She will be reading this on behalf of Presley Allison

who has agreed to be publicly identified.

THE COURT: Could you please state and

spell the name before you read?

MS. LIDDELL: It is Presley Allison,

P-r-e-s-l-e-y, A-l-l-i-s-o-n.

THE COURT: Thank you. You may proceed.

MS. LIDDELL: When I was first asked if I

wanted to write a statement for the sentencing of

Larry Nassar, my initial reaction was, no. I did not

want to give another minute of my time to anything

that had to do with him. I did not feel worthy of

telling my story to the public. There were girls

with stories of years of abuse, and although I may

not be one of those girls, I was abused by Larry

Nassar.

Whether it was one time or 100 times, once

is one time too many, and everyone deserves a voice.

It was not until Tuesday seeing all the strong women

who were able to stand before him that I realized

this is not about him, this is about me.

It was not until today when I was sitting

in one of my college classes when a professor brought

up the gymnastics doctor that harmed those young

girls that I realized that I cannot run from this. I

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 527 of 704



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT
313 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, MI 48933

96

have to face it.

What Larry Nassar did to me will forever be

part of my past. I will not only confront this now

but many more times in the future. I was abused

while my own mother was in the room. Imagine as a

parent what it is like to be told that not only was

your child sexually abused, you were right there and

had no idea.

I was a 14 year old girl. It was not

something that I was going to bring up in the car on

my way home, especially since I had already heard of

this treatment before through my teammates.

I will forever have a wall built up around

me because of this. I have been affected by this

monster in more ways than I am allowing myself to

think. I want others to know that when this is over

and out of the news for you, it will continue on for

all of us survivors. This will never be something

that goes away. For that, I ask for a maximum

sentence for Larry Nassar

THE COURT: Thank you. Presley, I want you

to know that your time has been well spent. You are

worthy of being heard, and you have been heard, and

you are valuable and strong and a sister survivor,

and I'm happy that you stopped running. Thank you
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for your words.

Next.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next

survivor you will hear from reached out to me over

the weekend requesting to come to court and give an

impact statement and I gladly accepted her offer.

She came from out of state, drove many hours to be

here, and has previously disclosed and been publicly

identified. Her name is Kamerin Moore, and I ask Ms.

Moore to come forward.

THE COURT: Please state and spell your

name for the record.

MS. MOORE: Kamerin Moore, K-a-m-e-r-i-n,

M-o-o-r-e.

THE COURT: What would you like me to know?

Thank you for being here and for driving all those

many miles.

MS. MOORE: Thank you. May I speak to the

defendant?

THE COURT: You may.

MS. MOORE: Larry, initially I wasn't going

to come here and say anything to you. Not because I

didn't have anything to say, but because I didn't

want this child I'm carrying to be in the same room

as a child molester. Even unborn life shouldn't be
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subjected to that. That's how deeply I hate you for

what you did to me.

I was a gymnast at Twistars for 12 years

and I was notorious in my gym for always being

injured. I had my first major injury when I was 10

and that marked the beginning of our very long, very

close relationship.

Every year it was something new, a torn

hamstring, a fractured back, and surgery after

surgery after surgery. Every time I thought my

gymnastics career was over, you were there to nurse

me back to health any place and any time. You

allowed me to come to your house late at night or had

me sneak in the back door at MSU for treatment. I

couldn't believe how lucky I was that the great Larry

Nassar was always at my disposal. You called me your

guinea pig because you'd always try out your new

techniques or treatment tools on me and we always

joked about how big my file was. By the time I

graduated I had three or four files, I think, to hold

all the paperwork from all the times you had treated

me, all the times you had worked to gain my trust,

and eventually all the times you abused that trust in

order to abuse me.

When my dad passed away when I was 12 you
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became the only adult male figure in my life that I

trusted. That was also the year that I made the U.S.

National Team as well as the year that you and I

became much closer. You would talk trash about my

coaches because you knew how much I hated them. You

would have snacks for me at the national team

training camps because you knew we were on a highly

restricted diet. You even cried to me one day alone

in your home as you told me one of your deepest

secrets about your family. You weren't just a doctor

to me, you were my buddy.

But it wasn't long after our friendship

developed that you decided I needed what we now call

your special treatment. I vividly remember the first

time. I remember you telling me that I had to wear

either my leotard or shorts for the treatment. I

remember how absolutely mortified I was when you

asked me if I had started my period yet because you

couldn't due the treatment if I had a tampon in. And

I remember becoming more and more uncomfortable and

tense as your hand slowly massaged its way closer to

my genitals, and then you put your finger inside me

all the while talking to me as if what you were doing

was perfectly normal. It wasn't.

You abused the trust that I had and so many
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others put in you for your own sexual gratification.

For that alone I can't imagine a punishment great

enough for you. However, in my eyes you did

something to me which is even more unforgiveable, you

molested a little girl who had just lost her father.

You knew my personal life all too well, and I can't

help but believe you used my father's death as yet

another opportunity to manipulate the trust I put in

you. Was I not suffering enough, or did my suffering

making it that much more pleasurable for you? I

don't want to know the answer to that.

I'm mad at myself when I think about every

time you put your fingers inside me and I continued

to trust you, no matter how disgusted and embarrassed

I was, no matter how hard I shut my eyes, and no

matter how many times I lied to you and told you that

I felt so much better just so it would end. Even

when we were alone in your treatment room at MSU and

you had the audacity to ask me if you could videotape

yourself doing the treatment on me, you told me that

it was so you could teach other doctors how to do the

same. What a great educator you are. I thank the

little girl I was every day that she had the common

sense to say no while you were setting up that video

camera. You had never met a little girl with a voice
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of her own before, had you?

I want to thank my mom right now for

raising me to know that even as a little girl I had

the power to say no to a grown man. I doubt she ever

thought I would have to use that power against

someone she considered a friend. She did consider

you a friend. She trusted you, and now she feels

that she's failed me as a mother because she couldn't

see what a psychopath you are. Her and I both have

to live with that every day.

It's hard to imagine that, even after all

of that, you had me so wrapped around your finger and

I still trusted you so much. Even when I was a

sophomore in college and you were the only person I

called to help me make the decision to end my

gymnastics career due to my injuries. After 18 years

of gymnastics, you were the only person I called.

Not even my own mother.

And do you remember what you told me? You

said, Kami, you suffered more than anyone in order to

do this sport and nobody should have to suffer that

much. It's time to be done. So I guess in some

weird way you did care if I suffered. You just

didn't care when it pleasured you.

When I found out what you had really been
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doing to me I understood so many things about why I

am the way I am now. Why I hate when anyone touches

me unless I initiate it, even my own boyfriend at the

time. Why expressing any type of emotion to anyone

is an extremely calculated move for me. And if

anyone ever makes me feel like I need them, I get so

angry and I immediately cut them off from my life.

Sometimes I feel like the only emotion I'm capable of

feeling is anger.

Almost every friend I've ever had has told

me that they don't understand me, they don't

understand why I want to live alone. I don't like

being around other people when I'm vulnerable. They

don't understand why sometimes I'm the life of the

party and then all of a sudden I seclude myself in a

corner and shut down completely. At this point

they've learned to just leave me alone because they

have no idea what to do.

I could go on for days about all the ways

that what you did changed me, but that would be a

waste of time, wouldn't it, because you don't care.

You're too concerned about your own mental health and

pretending to be some sort of victim in that enormous

disaster that you created.

You've heard from so many young women about
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how confused they are trying to process what you've

done to them. Unfortunately, I wasn't able to be

there for my teammates while they were struggling to

deal with that, but I was there for one person, and I

had to watch them process their confusion, my own

brother. Imagine that. He's now a gymnast at the

University of Michigan, and when he realized what a

monster you are, I watched him frantically search the

internet trying to find some proof that the Chi in

his shoulder is somehow connected to his genitals,

because after he had surgery on his shoulders you

treated him in your basement. You pulled his pants

slightly down to expose him in front of one of your

other female victims, actually, who was in that

basement as well, and you put acupuncture needles

right next to his genitals. I'm not sure how my

brother's shoulder is connected to his balls but I

guess Chi works in weird ways.

My whole family was fooled by you, but I

know now who you really are, a child molester and a

master manipulator, and I don't blame myself anymore

for being the innocent child that I was. I will very

soon, with the help of my family and my friends and

my psychologist, be free of this pain that you've

caused me. You, on the other hand, will learn a
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whole new meaning for the word friend in prison. You

have no family, and freedom to you will soon become

any moment when you're not in fear or when you forget

for even one second that your victims are living

wonderful lives as survivors while you rot in your

cage.

It took too long to get to this place where

you will finally have to suffer those consequences

alone and afraid, but that, to me, is still a great

victory. You will never mean anything to anyone for

the rest of your entire life. Never.

I'm done. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you. You are

extraordinarily strong, and this is a great step in

your healing. I can see the relief pouring out of

you, and I'm really proud of you.

I'm so sorry you lost your father. I'm

sure he's here with you and also praising you. I

know that because you're so strong. You're going to

raise a strong child. I understand how you felt

about coming here --

MS. MOORE: Thank you.

THE COURT: -- having your child with you

facing him, but have no fear, your voice is a pillar

of strength for your child and all other children,

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 536 of 704



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT
313 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, MI 48933

105

which is so important, and your words have stopped

the suffering of others and will stop those who think

they don't have a voice, because you proved here that

despite your fear, you can overcome it, have that

voice, face your predator, be strong, continue to be

strong and successful as he weakens.

You are extraordinary. You are strong.

You are the face of a sister survivor warrior, and I

want you to continue on in that way with your sister

survivors. Thank you so much for making the journey

here and for your words. I'm proud of you.

MS. MOORE: Thank you so much.

THE COURT: Next

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next

survivor you'll hear from is Krista Wakeman. Krista

has decided to become publicly identified today,

previously been anonymous, and I believe her mother

is accompanying her and her friend as well, Ashley.

THE COURT: Thank you. Please state and

spell your name for the record.

MS. WAKEMAN: Krista Wakeman, K-r-i-s-t-a,

W-a-k-e-m-a-n.

I want to thank you, Your Honor, for

letting me be able to share my truth along with all

my fellow survivor sisters. I have been conflicted

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 537 of 704



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT
313 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, MI 48933

106

for some time now about if I should speak or not, and

when this case first came to light I was pregnant and

I couldn't handle the added stress and so I just

shoved it to the side, but now that my daughter is

six months old I feel that I have to do this for her,

to teach her that this is not okay, that nothing

about this is okay, or what happened to me and the

hundreds of other women, it's not okay.

I've known Larry for most of my life, as

most gymnasts did, not just because I was a patient

of his, which was short lived, but because he was the

best doctor around; the one that you would go to for

your injuries, the one that my friends and family

went to, the only doctor who would understand how you

actually got hurt.

When I was 16 years old I was referred to

Larry for my injuries that I sustained while in

gymnastics. Thankfully, I only saw this monster

twice. The first time was like a normal doctor's

visit as it was about an ankle injury, but the next

visit was for my shoulder which I then found out my

hips were out of alignment which then made my spine

and my pelvic bone out of alignment as well, and this

is when Larry decided it was medically acceptable to

violate a 16 year old girl. He thought in his sickly
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mind that it was okay for a grown man to give a 16

year old girl a massage at the end of the appointment

and also put my pelvic bone back in place. Larry was

so calculated that my boyfriend that I had at the

time was with me in that room and he didn't even

notice a thing. He is now a police officer. He

didn't even notice that this man placed his ungloved

fingers in an area of my body that he shouldn't have

even been near.

I immediately told him what happened after

the appointment and hurried up and got in the car and

called my mother. I immediately told her that I was

violated by Larry but she didn't believe me because

my sister had been going to him for years before I

did. She never said anything to her, so I talked it

through -- we talked it through together and we

figured that it was just his type of manipulation.

Little did we know that the type of manipulation that

he was doing was not just to my body and others, but

also to all of our minds as well.

After that dreadful appointment I decided

to never set foot in his office again. Because of

that, I had to deal with my injuries because I sure

as hell was never going to let him touch me again.

I feel my own sense of guilt because I was
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16 years old and I should have stopped this monster

from hurting other girls because I knew that what he

did to me was wrong. But Larry was just that good;

good at making us feel that he cared for us and our

well-being, good at manipulating our minds that what

he was doing was a legitimate medical treatment. It

is saddening to me to see almost every one I did

gymnastics with in this room or has spoken

previously.

If I could, I would like to address the

defendant.

THE COURT: You may proceed.

MS. WAKEMAN: Why, Larry? Why did you do

this to us? Why did you only do it to some of us?

But we will never know the answers to those

questions.

Larry, because of you and your actions I am

terrified to allow my daughter to be a gymnast one

day -- and I know she will be because it's in our

blood -- because I'll be damned if I ever let anyone

hurt her and violate her the way you did me. But,

thankfully, you won't be around to touch her or any

other girl again.

With being a new mom, I couldn't ever

imagine my life without my daughter in it, but look
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at you now, Larry. You will never live -- you will

live now without your girls. You will never be able

to watch them grow and turn into strong women. I

feel for your girls knowing what their father did to

so many young women like them. You are a sick man,

Larry. I hope you rot in prison, because that's

where you belong, and we all know what happens in

prison to child molesters.

Your Honor, I ask you to please give this

monster the maximum sentence so then he can never

hurt another human being again. The animal needs to

be in his cage. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you for those words. You

haven't just taught your daughter but the world a

really important lesson, and that is, that we are

unraveling the state of medical procedures.

Everybody needs to ask questions and not proceed with

anything until there are answers.

Mom, you don't have anything to feel guilty

about, and neither do you. You both were manipulated

and fooled like all these hundreds of survivors.

You're all survivors. The important part is that you

came here, that you're together, and that you talked

about it. You have to forgive yourself. Leave all

this guilt here with him. He's heard your words.
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They'll be rolling around in his head while you go on

and enjoy the new baby, new life, and be happy, and

redefining the word medical procedure is so

important. Thank you very much for your words.

MS. WAKEMAN: Thank you.

THE COURT: Next.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, I understand

the next statement will be read by a mother on behalf

of her daughter. Samantha Daniels' mom.

THE COURT: Ma'am, could you please state

and spell your name for the record and then your

daughter's?

MRS. DANIELS: My name is Paula Daniels,

P-a-u-l-a, D-a-n-i-e-l-s, and my daughter is Samantha

Daniels, S-a-m-a-n-t-h-a, D-a-n-i-e-l-s.

THE COURT: Is this your daughter standing

next to you?

MRS. DANIELS: No. Sorry, this is Kaylee,

my daughter's best friend, and she's already

addressed the court.

THE COURT: Okay. I just need to make sure

who is who in all the sea, so would you like to come

forward and stand next to her? Thank you.

Thank you. All right.

MRS. DANIELS: I'm sorry. I'm really
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nervous.

THE COURT: That's okay. You're fine.

Just take a breath and take your time.

MRS. DANIELS: Actually, I wanted to start

by just -- my daughter texted me before -- she really

wanted to be here but she's in the military and she

was not able to come right now.

THE COURT: Thank her for her service,

please.

MRS. DANIELS: She said, good luck. I love

you. You show Larry how tough we are and call him

out for the sick bastard he is.

This is her statement.

Growing up, gymnastics was my life. I

started when I was only four years old and continued

until I was about 17. Gymnastics takes a toll on

your body physically and mentally. I have immense

love for the sport itself. It taught me discipline,

determination, and that family doesn't have to be

blood. Geddert Twistars was my home away from home

for nearly 13 years.

With the sport came countless injuries. We

were told by John and so many others that we were

lucky to have Nassar as our personal doctor, the

doctor that went above and beyond to take care of us,
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and that he was the best of the best. After all, he

was the Olympic doctor.

Nassar often made friendly conversation

earning and building my trust. Larry is the one whom

we, as young and often distressed gymnasts, could

confide in.

I was around 12 years old the first time I

met the famous Doctor Larry. He had such an amazing

reputation. At the time I would have trusted him

with my life, but he used his position for his own

hideous perversions.

Larry performed multiple procedures that he

told me were necessary for healing my injuries.

Countless times I went back in for back, hamstring,

and groin injuries. He penetrated me with his

fingers at least 50 to 75 separate occasions and, of

course, no gloves were used.

I was abused in my own home by you. At the

time I thought, how nice you were to make a house

call during your busy schedule.

I was abused at your office at MSU. I,

too, remember the baggy shorts I was asked to change

into.

I was abused in your basement when my mom

sat on the couch and your children were upstairs.
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I was abused at Twistars with friends and

teammates often nearby.

I feel stupid for not realizing that what

he was doing was actually abuse. After all, my

mother was usually just a few feet away. Why would I

think he had any other intention than to help me

heal? He stole my innocence from me and I had no

idea. The fact that I didn't have a clue is the most

shameful part of all for me. I hope you don't sleep

at night.

You told the judge that you couldn't listen

to all of your victims. Maybe you should have

thought of that before you turned us into victims.

You deserve to hear every woman's impact statement,

because all of the torture that you're experiencing

couldn't so much as scratch the surface of what

you've made me feel. I feel guilty. Guilty because

I didn't realize what a monster you were sooner. I

lay awake at night now and try to think of ways to

teach little girls in sports the signs of disgusting

predators like yourself. Someone needed to protect

us. I ask why no one did?

As a child I didn't know what was happening

to me was wrong, but the adults that were told and

did nothing -- Kathie Klages, you didn't think for
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just a minute that the young gymnast complaints

needed to be taken seriously? Shame on you. If you

had acted responsibly, we wouldn't be here today.

The psychologist at MSU that never reported it to

authorities, shame on you. MSU Dean Strampel who

welcomed you back without making sure proper

protocols were followed, shame on you. To any other

trainer, coach, or administrator who had been told

about this medical procedure and not vetted further,

shame on all of you.

Now I feel like I can't trust anyone. I

can't go to a crowded area without having a panic

attack. I get a knot in my stomach that makes me

want to vomit every time I see your name flash on the

news. When you lay down to sleep at night I want you

to see every little girl's face that you've abused --

hundreds of girls, Larry, innocent girls that trusted

you -- and know that these little girls are all grown

up now, and I pray that they haunt you every single

day. You deserve so much worse than that, Larry, and

I have the feeling that this is only the beginning.

Well, Larry, now you are truly famous, and

you're getting what you deserve.

That's the end of hers, and I also asked to

address the court.
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THE COURT: You may.

MRS. LIVINGSTON: I wanted to add my own

thoughts as well from a mother's perspective.

When the first accusations against Nassar

surfaced, I really didn't know what to think. There

was just no way that this well-respected doctor, whom

I had personally taken my daughter to dozens and

dozens of time and sat through numerous appointments,

could have done these horrible things. But with that

said, I also realized that seldom would girls and

women come forward with sexual abuse accusations if

there was no merit to it. Thank you Rachael, Jamie,

and the other women that were among the first to come

forward. I'm sure it could not have been easy. So

many people supported you, Larry.

Larry, when this first came out I breathed

a sigh of relief to myself thinking, oh, thank God I

went with her to every appointment, but as we know

now, that didn't matter. Like many other mothers, I

put much blame on myself, maybe more as people around

me had expressed concern when I told them I was

taking Samantha to see you in your basement. I

initially had the same reaction but quickly brushed

it aside as you were already treating numerous

friends and teammates there.
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I also remember how strange it was to

always be able to get through to you to discuss

injuries and treatments. I must have missed the

description of actual treatment you were performing.

You seemed so knowledgeable, and as a parent I just

wanted Sam's injuries to be healed, but I somehow

missed the signs and was incredibly naive in

thinking, wow, he's just so nice, he really cares

about these girls.

I remember sitting through hour and a half

long massages completely unaware where your hands

actually were or what they were doing. But, then, I

didn't always watch you that closely as other parents

did. I would often pass the time looking through my

phone. I question myself now, would I have caught

anything had I paid better attention? But I thought

just being there was enough.

At the end of the appointment in your

basement I remember asking do I owe you anything as I

was unsure how that worked with insurance or

whatever. Now it seems kind of sick, you got what

you wanted. Your reply, as it often was, no worries.

You said that a lot. How ironic that now you will

have a lot of worries.

I don't hate you, Larry, because that just
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takes too much energy and you aren't worth it. I am,

however, incredibly sad when I think about how this

experience has changed Sam, her closest friend, and

scores of other girls and women. I am sure you've

noticed by now, they're really angry. And while

their anger is getting them through right now, my

hope is that they can return to a normal, more

carefree life, and eventually trust in the good in

people.

Samantha has a tattoo on her forearm now

that reads, don't let fear decide your fate. While

I'm not the biggest fan of tattoos, I can appreciate

those words now.

I am so grateful that so many decided to

come forward and not be anonymous anymore. I know

that this has made it possible for Samantha to do the

same. There should be no shame or judgment on any of

you. The shame is not yours. For those of you who

say he stole my innocence, no, you are still

innocent.

So where does the blame lie? Obviously

with you, Larry. But how did you get away with this

for so long? While many did not even realize that

their so-called treatments were actual abuse, several

people did speak up. Why didn't anyone listen or
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care enough to do anything? When adults were told

that this treatment included penetration and no

gloves, no consent was being asked or given, didn't

you think that it deserved further investigation?

And how on earth was a grown man ever allowed access

to gymnasts in their own room even if he was a

doctor? How was Larry able to return to practice

after charges were made against him and not even make

sure that protocols were followed?

These questions and many other questions

need to be answered in order to prevent something

from this ever happening again. My daughter and

every other survivor deserve answers from MSU, USAG,

and the USA Olympic Committee. Please do the right

thing.

And, MSU, burn them damn baggy shorts.

Thanks. That's it.

THE COURT: Ma'am, thank you so much for

being here. You have honored your daughter with your

words, and thank you for standing in place of your

daughter in supporting her.

Your daughter has shown strength and I'm

proud that she's protecting our country. She is of

the finest caliber having gone through this and now

serving in the military for justice, and her words
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are for justice, and let me just say, you've put the

blame exactly where it belongs. You've put the

questions exactly how they need to be answered.

And you've worn the right T-shirt. Your

T-shirt: Beauty, strength, love, grace, and truth.

That is you and your daughter and all of these sister

survivors. It's a great T-shirt. I wish we were

selling them outside, because all of these survivors

need to wear that and show that they are no longer

victims, they are survivors with a strong voice just

as you and your daughter have had and all of these

wonderful survivors.

I've heard your message and I'm taking it

all into consideration. Thank you so much for being

here. Thank you for being up here again.

MRS. DANIELS: Thank you.

THE COURT: Next.

MS. POVILAITIS: I believe we will be

hearing from another mother, is that right? Okay.

Your Honor, the next survivor you'll hear

from is Emma Rokitas. Did I pronounce that

correctly? Oh, I'm sorry. All right. I beg and

profusely apologize. This is a new addition. I

would ask that anyone who has recorded that take that

down. I hope the live stream did not pick that up.
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That is absolutely my fault and I -- we are juggling

and I thought we could get through this, and I feel

horrible. I'm very sorry.

The next survivor does wish to remain

anonymous. Her mother is here with her attorney and

I will allow her to come forward now, and I will stop

speaking.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MS. POVILAITIS: And we are identifying

your daughter as victim 159.

THE COURT: 159. Thank you for being here.

What would you like me to know, ma'am?

VICTIM 159: First, thank you so much for

allowing all the brave survivors the chance to speak

to the world and show that they truly are survivors.

I wrote this as a mother of an all too

recent survivor. For her, it was just a few short

years ago. She's still a young 15 year old teenager

and feeling the shame and betrayal among a myriad of

all other issues. This is the main reason she is not

yet ready to speak up for herself, so today and until

then I will speak for her.

She loved gymnastics, the hard work and

long hours that she put into it. Of course there

were injuries that came with that, too, but that
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would not stop her, that is, until she looked to the

world famous doctor/child molester to help.

It was through this help that she lost the

passion for your -- after your shameless abuse. She

thought this year she might try high school

gymnastics, as she missed it deeply, but the night

before practice began she had such anxiety that she

was not able to even walk into the gym.

I fear for what emotional and physical

issues might lie ahead for her. I look at her every

day, worried about how she will come through this,

but then I get a glimpse of the strong, smart, and

beautiful young girl, and I have no doubt that she

will get through this. Who knows how long it will

take to find that strength, gain that trust, and feel

that self worth, but it will happen, and I will make

sure it happens. I will be there every step of the

way for her, which brings me to my second point, and

that is all of the secondary survivors that you've

hurt, the parents, families, and guardians. Did it

make you feel even stronger that you found a way to

penetrate my daughter with me sitting in the room or

numerous teens in the training room at Twistars? To

me it makes you that much more disgusting and

monstrous. At my most vulnerable I even wonder if
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she actually ever had the back fracture you claim she

had. I'm supposed to be my child's protector, but

you made me question that ability. I'm taking that

back today knowing that you will never see the light

of day again. I only wish that you would have to sit

and watch and listen to a recording of these survivor

statements over and over during your years in prison.

If there is a way for you to become weaker than the

weak person you already are, I can only hope.

As for myself, my family, and my daughter,

we will become stronger because of this travesty. We

already felt the strength from the many strong

survivors that have spoken their truth this week.

Thank you.

THE COURT: Prison certainly will not make

him stronger, it will make him weaker, so I think

your wish is granted.

In terms of a recording, there's no

recording in prison that I'm aware of that he'll hear

in regard to all of this, but he's hearing it now.

What started out as about 55 people that wanted to

talk, victim survivors, has turned into, I don't know

where we're at, 150 maybe? He can't ignore that.

Your words can't be ignored. Your daughter is not

ignored.
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I'm hoping that -- and I just haven't had

much time, but I know that there's a lot of this on

the internet, and I'm hoping that your daughter at

some point can hear the words, and maybe she already

has with your help and her sister survivors. It

seems that they're gaining strength from each other,

and I think your daughter will, too. I'm hopeful of

that, anyway, but you are very brave being here

facing your daughter's abuser. She has to be very

proud of you for that, and I need you to make sure

that you are not blaming yourself and she's not

blaming herself. I've said it over and over, I just

need you all to hear it, the blame lies solely with

him, and you being here helps that recording that you

want in his brain. Thank you.

VICTIM 159: Thank you.

THE COURT: Next.

MS. POVILAITIS: I believe, Your Honor, and

I want anyone who hears me and believes otherwise to

-- stand up, Rebekah. Please, come see this young

lady, but it is my understanding as we stand right

here that there are no other survivors in court that

wish to speak today. If someone is here and has not

let us know -- I know we have a few missing, things

are very fluid right now. If you are here and wish
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to speak today, even if you've been assigned

tomorrow, please see Rebekah Snyder at the back of

the room.

Judge, we do have, I think, over two dozen

statements that have been asked to be read into the

record so we're going to be working through this in

the time that is allowed.

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. POVILAITIS: All right.

Ms. Liddell will be reading a statement on

behalf of survivor Alliree Gingerich who I believe is

in Europe with her husband who is in the military. I

will let Ms. Liddell have the podium.

THE COURT: Please state and spell the

name, and then you may proceed.

MS. LIDDELL: It is Alliree, I think,

A-l-l-i-r-e-e, Gingerich, G-i-n-g-e-r-i-c-h.

THE COURT: Thank you. You may proceed.

MS. LIDDELL: My name is Alliree Gingerich,

and while I am unable to be there in person today, I

felt it was important to tell my story.

Because of the assault I endured at the

hands of Larry Nassar I am a different person

entirely. The once smiley, bubbly, self-assured,

independent woman I once was has been replaced by a
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cold, fearful, anxious, unsure person with distorted

views on the world. I used to see the good in

everyone. Now I see the worst even if it's not

there. I see what someone could do or could be

capable of. This has affected every aspect of my

life. Taking a simple walk, which used to be

calming, is now exhausting. I have to convince

myself the entire time that each person I pass or see

is not going to hurt me.

I trusted Larry Nassar as a person, and,

more importantly, as a medical professional. My

ability to trust anyone including myself is

nonexistent. I went to Larry Nassar for back pain,

severe back pain that eventually caused me to leave

the sport of gymnastics. I went to Larry Nassar to

be healed. Instead, over the course of my treatment

I was sexually abused. If I had gotten the correct

care, my back would be better now. Instead, I live

with the pain every day.

I have sought counseling from a licensed

professional. This in itself was extremely

difficult. My therapist first had to meet me at

church because I could not walk into a medical

building. This took time away from my work and my

life. My life was disrupted in every way possible.
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Not only did the abuse affect me but those

around me. My relationship with my parents and

specifically my mom has changed for the worst. Every

one deals with trauma in different ways. My mom and

I did not see eye to eye about healing which has

caused a rift. My husband has had to come to terms

that the person he married is forever changed. It

has been extremely difficult for him to know how to

help me. I live in a state of constant fear. Not

one day goes by where I do not replay the abuse in my

head and think about the what ifs.

Larry Nassar should spend the rest of his

life behind bars. I am just one of the many lives

he's ruined. I have lost so much time trying to

repair what Larry broke. He has done nothing but

cause me pain both physically and mentally. I ask

you to think about the many lives he has caused pain

and ask yourself if he deserves ever to live a free

life again.

Thank you for allowing the survivors near

and far the opportunity to tell their story and give

their statements.

THE COURT: Thank you. As to the

statement, please advise her that her strong words

hopefully will help her refocus her world and
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speaking out hopefully strengthen her so that she

takes control back. Letting defendant have control

means he wins. She taking control means she wins,

and she is a winner, and I want her to know that.

Next.

MS. LIDDELL: Your Honor, the next victim

is Megan Farnsworth. She also wishes to be publicly

identified and I will be reading her statement on her

behalf.

THE COURT: Please spell her name.

MS. LIDDELL: M-e-g-a-n,

F-a-r-n-s-w-o-r-t-h.

I sit here not knowing where to begin. How

do I form these thoughts on paper of how I feel

towards the defendant? There's a part of me that

still feels -- wait, no, let me correct myself --

that remembers him with fondness. He is the doctor.

Up until a year ago I remember him as helping me

continue my love for the sport I practiced. I ended

my gymnastics career and, in turn, seeing him as a

patient when I was 21, more than a decade ago. I

graduated college, got married, had children. I

moved on and away from the situation that became just

memories.

I was of many who at first didn't believe
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the allegations, then went through the grieving

process of realization as to what happened to me. I

grieved for myself and for him. I do. I don't know

what it is that it still makes me feel anything but

contempt for this man. It is hard to reorganize your

memories given what the facts I know now show. It is

hard not to say to myself, but how did I not see it?

His career, his family, his community, all of those

are gone because of his behavior, the behavior he

continued to do over and over for many years. I was

one of many, so many, victims.

As a victim of his actions he took away my

choice over my own body by disguising his disgusting

behavior as a medical procedure. I now look at what

he did to me, not with the thought of unusual methods

but with the feeling of violation. He violated me.

He violated my body. He took something from me that

I will never regain. He took it 18 years ago when he

first began performing his procedures, and he took it

again when as an adult I realized what he had really

done to me, that he had sexually assaulted me.

So I sit here writing my statement to this

man; not doctor, but this man. This man who did

terrible things to me and terrible things to so many

girls and women, and I think how would this affect me
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now? I will never be completely whole again. I have

a daughter of my own that I will now worry too much

over -- that I will now worry too much over, and it

is because of him that these thoughts will occur. He

has taken that away from me, too, but he has to live

with what he has done. I am one of 10, 20, hundreds

that he has to face. He has to hear these messages

of contempt toward him and walk away knowing how we

all feel. He has to live with this forever, and even

though there are parts of me that will always be

affected by his actions, I get to walk away and know

that I will be a better person because of it. I will

be a better parent because of it. I can walk through

life taking this with me and finding a way to grow

from it. He, however, can do no such thing. He

cannot take back what he did. He cannot take away

the pain and the hurt he has caused. He will live

with it until his end comes. It is a small fraction

of the price to pay, and it is well deserved.

Thank you to the judge and court for

allowing me this opportunity.

THE COURT: I want her to know that she may

not feel whole, but only a whole person could have

written such a strong and wonderful statement, and

her choice to speak is so important. She couldn't
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see what he was doing and there's no blame on her.

She's regained her strength, and I commend her for

speaking out.

Next.

MS. LIDDELL: Your Honor, the next survivor

also wishes to be publicly identified. Her name is

Kourtney Weidner. I'll spell her name for the

record. It is K-o-u-r-t-n-e-y, last name is

W-e-i-d-n-e-r.

I was in the seventh grade, approximately

12 years old, when I experienced a horrible low back

injury from playing soccer. I missed a whole week of

school due to the inability to walk without the

gut-wrenching pain that brought me to tears each time

I tried to stand or walk. I endured trips to urgent

care or my family doctor for any type of relief.

That led me to my trip to see Larry Nassar at the

medical office at Michigan State University.

I remember arriving and feeling thankful

that an Olympic doctor was hopefully going to bring

me comfort and healing upon my visit. I remember

walking into his doctor's office and was amazed to

see all of the pictures of the Olympians he had the

opportunity to work with, and that brought me

comfort, or so I thought.
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My first appointment lasted approximately

two hours due to the severity of my back injury. I

remember Larry Nassar working on my back with no

other doctor or nurse present in the room and then

his hand eventually moved further down my back and

his ungloved fingers entered my vagina. He did not

explain the reasoning of his actions other than he

was working on my back and lower spine. At 12 years

old I thought, well, he is an Olympic doctor and he

knows what he is doing, but in my gut something did

not feel right about the situation, but I,

unfortunately, ignored my gut.

Upon leaving the office after my first

visit I was given some relief as I could walk and the

pain was not so severe. I told myself his treatment

was to make me better and continued to tell myself

that, especially since he wanted me to come back for

a follow-up appointment.

My second appointment was not as long as my

first appointment. It was approximately 45 minutes

long, but he still did the same treatment. I again

told myself he knows what he is doing and he is the

Olympic doctor.

In keeping this to myself for so many years

and every time the thought of Larry Nassar's

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 563 of 704



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT
313 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, MI 48933

132

treatment came in my mind, I would talk myself out of

telling my mom or anyone. I would tell myself each

time that he was the doctor who treats and heals

athletes and he would not have mistreated me.

With that said, I started to internalize

all my feelings. When I entered high school I

experienced an eating disorder, years of therapy, and

I also saw a psychiatrist at Michigan State

University whom -- who told me I was depressed, which

I knew, but I refused to be put on antidepressants.

I endured surgery and stomach biopsies as I kept

losing weight and further restricted my diet. I

wanted to be able to work through my emotions and

come out of this and not be numb or change my mind

with medicine.

Paired with those issues are sleep issues,

teeth grinding, and gynecological issues that are

still unresolved. Little did I know I was not

bringing to surface to talk about the underlying

problem, which was the treatment I encountered from

Larry Nassar.

Through the years I've experienced an

increase in anxiety and stress due to internalizing

my feelings and not being able to speak up due to the

fear of being put down or my feelings not taken
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seriously. I have been dealing with disappointment

in myself for not following my gut at that age, but

then I tell myself I did not know whether it was

right or wrong. I trusted him, or so I thought I

did.

I do not trust any male doctors. I choose

to see female doctors whenever possible, and if my

only option is a male, I am assured that a female

nurse is present in the room.

Larry, you're a man who has shown and

continues to show that you are not sorry for your

actions. You continue to worry about yourself and

your needs. What about our needs when we came to you

for healing and trusted you to do so? But, no, you

took full advantage of our vulnerability for your own

pleasure. It disgusts me to know now this went on

for so many years and that Michigan State University

had so many opportunities to stop you and chose to

turn a blind eye, and they say they investigated you

and did their due diligence.

Michigan State University has always had a

special place in my heart, especially growing up

around here, but how can I continue to have those

same feelings knowing that Michigan State did not act

to protect those who had or would come into contact
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with Larry Nassar is sickening to me, especially when

they had so many opportunities to put a stop to this.

Instead, they allowed for over 20 years this man to

abuse little girls and women through his treatments.

I am married to a wonderful man who has

shown me that I can trust again and trust men,

although to be cautious, and that it is okay to

question someone's actions. He never puts me in a

situation where I will feel uncomfortable, and he

always assures to ask if there is even a thought that

I could become uncomfortable. He has showed me that

I do not have to internalize my feelings, which is

still a work in progress, but I am finding that

speaking about this and what I experienced is a start

of healing. I know this will take some time to heal,

but knowing I have the strength of my husband,

family, friends, and there is an army of girls who

have come together to support one another is

comforting. This is what has given me the strength

to come forward.

Judge Aquilina, although I could not be

present to share my story but have to have it read, I

want to thank you for giving us all the strength and

opportunity to come forward and to speak or have our

story read. You give us the strength to move forward
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and heal in a way that we did not know was possible

until this day and that we pray justice will be

served to the full extent on this evil man

THE COURT: The thanks goes to her for

being so strong and for moving her own healing

forward today as well others. I heard her. Speaking

out is healing, and I think she's very brave and

she's helped so many. Please let her know. Thank

you.

Next.

MS. LIDDELL: Your Honor, this victim

wishes to be identified just by her initials only.

THE COURT: That's fine.

MS. LIDDELL: And those issues are AN.

When I was 18, a senior in high school, I

went to Larry Nassar for hip pain. I was a second

semester senior that had a spring filled with dance

competitions, proms, and my senior dance recital

where I was dancing the lead in the ballet

production. I was going to college in a big city to

study dance. I wanted to make this my career. I

needed to know what was going on with my body.

Larry, I came to you as a teenager that

just wanted to dance. One of my appointments was a

few days before my senior prom and my final dance
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competition. You told me I had pulled my hamstring

in addition to everything else that had been going on

with my hip. You asked me how important this dance

competition and prom was to me. I was a high school

senior, of course both were incredibly important to

me. You said you could help me.

You began touching me ungloved underneath

my shorts and my underwear. You were pressing on my

most intimate areas asking me if I felt relief. I

could barely breathe and I was terrified to move but

I managed to shake my head so you pressed harder and

harder. At one point you stopped, rubbed your

shoulder, looked at my mom and said, I'm going to

have to claim Workers' Comp because I have to keep

going harder. I was apparently hurting you.

I didn't get any better. My dancing in

college was affected by my injuries and the trauma

you caused me. I never danced the same after I saw

you, but thankfully I saw doctors after you that are

truly the best of the best. They gave me the medical

care that I needed so that I could earn a bachelor's

degree in something that I have loved since I was

three years old. They got me there.

It has not been easy, though. I have

extreme anxiety when I go to doctor appointments. I
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find it extremely difficult to have medical

professionals, masseuses, and physical therapists

touch me, even though I know that they are not the

bad guys. They are trying to help me, something you

never did.

Now I have the honor and privilege to teach

the art of dance to children, children that I will do

anything to protect from monsters like you. It is an

honor to work with young athletes and artists. You

tossed that honor, that privilege aside for your own

sexual satisfaction. You didn't care about us.

Thankfully, there are people like me in this world

that do care, that will do anything for our kids. I

teach my children how to respect themselves, how to

be brave, how to speak up.

This summer I became a certified -- I

became certified as a youth protection advocate and

dance instructor. I became a mandated reporter, a

position I do not take lightly. I have taken a vow

to always put my students first before myself, before

reputations, and before established institutions. I

vow to do that for the rest of my life.

I will be dealing with the impact of your

sexual assault on me for the rest of my life, but

like a lotus flower that rises from the mud and
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breaks the surface of the murky water, I too will

continue to rise and grow into something that creates

beauty in this world. My sister survivors will do

the same, and we will make each other -- and we will

each make our own impact on the world while you sit

and rot for the rest of your life.

THE COURT: She certainly has risen

strongly and her words, speaking out, help her

healing but I think also bring comfort to her sister

survivors and to other victims, so thank her for me.

Next.

MS. LIDDELL: Your Honor, the next victim

also wishes to be publicly identify. Her name is

Charla Burill, spelled C-h-a-r-l-a, last name is

B-u-r-i-l-l.

In 2000 I made the Michigan State

University cross country team as a walk-on. I made

the team even though I was injured. I did not know

what was wrong, but I did know I was in pain and that

I was not able to run at my best.

Doctor Nassar, you were not the first

doctor I saw as I believe you were away at the 2000

summer Olympics, but I do remember the day I met you.

It was at Jenison Fieldhouse. You brought light as I

had seen multiple doctors, athletic trainers, and
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even chiropractors and none had answers to my pain.

You took one look at the x-rays and said I had a

fracture of my ischium tuberosity. I was not crazy

for there was a reason for my pain. You brought

hope.

However, the pain did not get better. We

tried everything. At some point I started seeing you

at your clinic off Hagadorn. With the pain, lack of

relief, inability to run, and a realization that

after all of my hard work I did not matter to the

team brought depression. You were the doctor that

would give me a hug, that seemed to understand. You

also knew I was willing to do anything to get better.

For me, when I first heard of the

allegations against you I was confused. I was

confused because those treatments, the release

technique applied through my vagina, were the same

treatments I recall receiving from you, but I never

questioned whether or not you thought they were

medically necessary. I became even more confused

when you denied ever penetrating any patient's

vagina. From the day I heard you denied it, I began

to question my own memories.

I don't recall anyone else being in the

room when the treatments were done, but I cannot
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firmly say someone was not. I don't recall whether

or not you had gloves on or whether you used

lubricant. I simply did not question treatment

because you were the doctor I trusted most. When all

your treatments did not work, you got me an

appointment at the Mayo Clinic in Minnesota.

I always felt like you did what was in my

best interest until 2017. Now I don't know. Did you

molest me or was it treatment? Michigan State no

longer has my medical records so I really do not have

anything to reflect upon. My situation is

complicated because another physician, a

chiropractor, performed the same treatment on me.

The difference is he did not make me feel

uncomfortable about it and make inappropriate

comments that scar me to this day. You did not, and

I guess that is what troubles me the most; even

though I know you treated many other girls

horrifically, that is not my memory of you. I cannot

confidently say that what you did was wrong and move

on. Instead I wonder. I rack my brain at night

trying to remember exactly what occurred, hope for

one memory to stand out, but all that I remember is

your kindness, your seeming desire to help.

Personally, I know it sounds crazy, but I wish you
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could remember me, remember my condition, review my

record, and explain to me your medical reasoning for

each treatment.

The injury I suffered in 2000 still gives

me pain to this day. That pain is physical, but the

information I learned about you in 2017, that

information brought new injury, emotional injury. A

person should not walk around wondering if she was

molested or not, but because of you, I do.

THE COURT: Thank her for that brave

statement. I hope she finds peace.

Next.

MS. LIDDELL: Your Honor, our next victim

also wishes to be publicly identified. Her name is

Lauren Michaelek, first name L-a-u-r-e-n, last name

is M-i-c-h-a-e-l-e-k.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MS. LIDDELL: When I think back to the many

years ago that this crime happened to me it makes me

feel disgust that had -- that a man that was so

respected in the community could take such advantage

of a girl who was only in the eighth grade and in

need of his medical help. He used his position of

power as a doctor to do inappropriate things to me as

a patient, and I am so angry with myself that I never
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said anything, but he was a doctor and I trusted him.

Little did I know that he was the last person I

should be trusting.

These feelings that I carry with me because

of this crime will never go away, unfortunately.

Even with him behind bars, the pain, embarrassment,

and disgust will never be washed away. Part of me

hates that this is so public because of who he was.

It is constantly on the news or articles are being

written. It just brings up all the negative emotions

and feelings that I have each and every time, but the

other part of me is glad that this is public. There

are many girls out there who have been victims of

this powerful man as well as many other crimes like

this and they are getting to see all the strong and

powerful women who are choosing to stand up and speak

the truth. It makes me feel proud to speak up and

not be afraid anymore.

Oprah Winfrey said this perfectly, for too

long women have not been heard or believed if they

dared to speak their truth to the power of those men.

But their time is up. His time is up. This is our

chance at the justice system to support each victim

and show every person out there that these crimes are

not okay and that these evil and sick men must be
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punished for the hurt and the pain that they caused.

With that being said, not only does justice

need to be served, but prayers need to be prayed for

this man and men like him. I'm not sure where things

go wrong with a person, but it saddens me that people

do these terrible things.

THE COURT: I agree with Oprah. I have

heard, I believe, and it is not okay. It is

outstanding that she is speaking out. Thank her for

me.

Next.

MS. LIDDELL: Your Honor, do you mind if I

have --

THE COURT: Of course.

MS. LIDDELL: Your Honor, our next victim

impact statement comes from this victim's mother who

wishes to -- both the mother and the victim wish to

be publicly identified. The victim's name is Vanasia

Bradley, that is spelled V-a-n-a-s-i-a, Bradley is

B-r-a-d-l-e-y. Her mother is Sherry Bradley, and her

first name is spelled S-h-e-r-r-y.

Mr. Nassar was my daughter's doctor from

the age of 13 until 17 years old. He worked at MSU,

which is one and a half hours from where we lived.

He appeared to be this great gymnastics doctor to go
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to for medical care, so my daughter would frequently

go to his office to be seen.

Words cannot possibly describe how I feel

about my daughter's violation by Mr. Nassar.

However, I will do my best to put it in my own words.

My daughter is now a victim of sexual

abuse, and I cannot tell you how that feels as a

mother to know that I did not protect my daughter

from such a heinous crime and an insidious monster as

Mr. Nassar. When I think about the violation against

my daughter, every part of my being screams in agony,

terror, and disgust. I was deceived and betrayed by

a man that mastered manipulation to get sexual

pleasure from my little girl, and to think about the

hundreds of other little girls, adolescents, and

teens he did this to haunts my thoughts.

I am a clinical social worker who works in

residential treatment with trauma victims. 98

percent of the clients that come to the center are

victims of sexual abuse. I work in this every day.

It is horrible. Most of the perpetrators don't even

get punished. They get away with it because their

secret has been covered up. Mr. Nassar got away with

it for over 20 years. Oh, my God. How could this

happen? When questioned in the past about his
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behavior it was ignored and swept under the rug. No

one hears the voices of the victims. Well, now it is

time for the victims to be heard.

I, too, am a victim of sexual abuse. As a

mother I have done everything in my power to protect

my daughters from this happening, and then to find

out it was happening right under my nose in the same

doctor's office that I was sitting in while this was

occurring, how could I have not known or seen? My

daughter and I trusted this man who was violating

her.

I feel so betrayed by Mr. Nassar, and not

only Mr. Nassar, but the medical system who was

questioned about his procedure and never did

anything, as well as USAG who looked the other way.

USAG who asked Mr. Nassar to go quietly. My daughter

worked her entire life to be a great gymnast and to

rise to the top only to be betrayed by the same

people and organizations she dedicated her life to

and was loyal to the end.

I am so, so disgusted and distraught by

this whole situation. I have flashbacks of my own

trauma that was triggered by my daughter's violation.

I have visions of this man violating my daughter and

I am sick to my stomach with disgust and betrayal.

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 577 of 704



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT
313 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, MI 48933

146

It saddens me to see and to know that such a tragedy

has happened to someone that I love so much.

However, I know that even though I feel and

think this way of what has occurred over the years to

my daughter, I know that, being in the field I work

in, that this man is a very sick individual. That

just like any addiction, that he risked his entire

life to feed his addiction. I am taught to hate the

disease, not the person. I have the right to feel

and think whatever about the events that have

happened to my daughter and to our family and to

other gymnasts and their families, to organizations

and more. However, I have prayed for Mr. Nassar, his

family, and those who care about him. I have chosen

to let go and forgive Mr. Nassar for the insidious

crimes that were committed to my daughter and so many

other girls and their families. I forgive him, but

that is not to say what he has done is by any means

okay. I forgive him for being the sick man that he

is. His life and the outcome of this case has been

in God's hands, and I trust that justice will be

served.

I pray for all the victims and the victims'

families and anyone who has been affected by this

tragic situation. Thank you for hearing this
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statement. Sherry Bradley.

THE COURT: Thank them for writing the

statement. I hope that those words spoken in public

court in front of the world, that they empower mother

and daughter to move forward. They faced the

predator, and I hope now they can go forward with

some kind of peace. Thank you.

Next

MS. LIDDELL: Your Honor, our next survivor

also wishes to be publicly identified. Her name is

Breanne Ranta. First name is B-r-e-a-n-n-e, last

name is R-a-n-t-a.

THE COURT: You may proceed.

MS. LIDDELL: To Larry Nassar. In January

of 2012 at 17 years old after four years of

unrelenting back pain I was referred to you. I was

hopeless, depressed, and ready to give up on my

lifelong dream of dancing professionally. You were

my last hope at finding a solution to my disabling

problem.

The trauma from my experiences with you

haunted me, and at the time I worked hard to bury

away my feelings. Unfortunately, in light of your

criminal trial I have been forced to experience this

again. Not only have I been forced to visit that
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dark place of defeat, but new information has framed

what happened in a new and even more disturbing

light.

I remember first meeting you on that day in

January. At this time I was barely walking and

lacked the mobility that allowed me to do what I

loved dance. During the 90 minute drive to Michigan

State University I remember my mother asking me, what

will you do if this doesn't work? I recalled the

last four years of needle sticking, physical therapy,

medication, and various treatments all failing to

relieve my pain and allowing me to dance. I watched

my friends move with ease as I tried to struggle

through the pain as a form of denial. My emotional

and physical strength were drained. All I could

reply was, no, I can't anymore. I was ready to give

up on a life that I and everyone else saw for myself

since I was two.

When we arrived my father helped me out of

the car. My mom held my hand all the way up the

elevator. I sat between them in the MSU waiting room

chair awaiting my fate. They called my name, and

while my dad lifted me up, my mom grabbed my hand in

support. We walk into the office and are immediately

impressed by the walls covered in beautiful, young,
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accomplished, and strong athletic women, most of whom

were Olympic gymnasts thanking you for your help.

You greeted us with a smile and handshake

as any doctor would. Your confidence and quirky

personality impressed me and comfortably made me

smile. After hearing my story you got an x-ray that

showed that my tailbone was badly inverted, so bad

that it could snap soon. Hearing a diagnosis

instantly gave me hope. Then you discussed the

procedure where you were going to have to go inside

me to fix this particular problem. You said, and I

will never forget, most doctors are afraid to go into

this area because they are not comfortable with

working with younger females. We trusted you and

agreed. I figured that nothing could be as painful

as what I had already been through so I had nothing

to lose. My family and I agreed.

You had me lie down on my stomach facing my

parents covered in a sheet from the waist down. You

put gloves on and then applied gel, just like you

said you would. You entered me anally with your

fingers. You said I would feel pressure as you

pulled the bone back into place. However, before

that you rubbed my clitoris for several seconds. You

entered my vagina. You did not tell me you were

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 581 of 704



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT
313 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, MI 48933

150

going to be doing those things. I felt

uncomfortable, especially as you stimulated my

clitoris. However, the procedure was soon over and

it was time for me to stand up.

For the first time in four years I stood

and touched my toes. You then impressed me while

giving me ballet terms like do a plie', tendu, and

battement. All of them I could do again. It felt

like you performed a miracle. I will never forget

that moment. After years of suffering I felt this

weight lifted off of me. You opened my window of

dreams back up. I could live in the world of dance

again after four years of miserable living.

After that I returned in two weeks and

returned for maintenance every few months over the

next few years. My mother was present in the room

for all of my appointments after the first one. I

looked forward to seeing you. My family and I

trusted you as my safety net every step of the way.

I looked forward to the day I could put my picture on

the wall, because that's what all the other victims

did. You put your success of the Olympic athletes,

dancers, figure skaters, and rhythmic gymnasts on

your wall.

You made it possible for me to move on to
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higher education dance. I felt so excited I could

give you a college ad that my picture was featured on

for your wall.

Because of you, I graduated from Marygrove

College in 2016 and proudly walked across the stage

as magna cum laude as well as outstanding dancer of

the year. But in all the following visits you did

the same things to my clitoris and vagina again and

again.

I had been sexually active then so I was

aware of where you were and the effect it created. I

had always felt uneasy about it, but I was dancing

again and that's what I wanted more than anything so

I figured you must be right and I should not say

anything. After all, you made all those other girls

on the wall feel better.

It was not until I heard in the news what I

thought was impossible. How could my doctor who gave

me my miracle be guilty of such accusations? At

first I was on your side and I defended you. I did

not believe the accusations, and even so, I did not

feel it happened to me. I did not want to see myself

as a victim. I did not want others to see me as a

victim. What I didn't know is that their stories

were like mine, many of whom even had their parents
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watching too.

Recognizing your name, my sister sent me an

article about him and the accusations. She told me

the procedure was sexual assault masked as medicine,

so I read the articles. I read the statements as

they came out. I was forced to revisit my past. I

kept going back to try and rationalize what I was

told and what happened to me. I'm glad to know now

from a trusted doctor who specializes in dance that

one does not need to stimulate my clitoris in order

to treat a tailbone or pelvic floor. You told me

what you would do, but you went beyond that, right in

front of my parents where I could not or would not

say a word.

I regret not saying anything to my parents

after the visit. I feel dumb, embarrassed even, for

letting that happen to me without saying one word,

but, again, I was dancing again so I said nothing.

Nowadays I feel an overwhelming sense of

unease and discomfort with my body and myself. My

brain is at work constantly about how to feel about

you. I keep telling myself I do not have to feel

anything about you. People know what you did to me

and the other victims which embarrasses me. I'm

devastated by a thought of looking my parents in the
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eye while you molested me. They asked themselves how

they allowed this to happen while they were in the

same room. We trusted you as a medical professional.

We didn't know any better. It has been mentally

overwhelming for myself as well as my loved ones who

surround me.

My heart goes out to all the other young

ladies who have spoken up and those victims who have

not. I hope they find peace in their lives and find

comfort to know that there are consequences for your

actions against us. I'm glad this is the end of your

work and hope that no one falls victim to you again.

You are no longer a symbol of hope for me but a sad

reminder that there are people with cruel and

selfless intentions. My only relief is knowing that

my picture is no longer on your wall at your Michigan

State office.

THE COURT: She should be proud of making

her statement. She is a brave warrior with her

sister survivors, and I hope this statement gives her

peace. Please send her my message. Thank you.

Next.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next two

statements from survivors will be read by Rebekah

Snyder, the victim advocate from the Attorney
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General's office. They have both agreed to be

publicly identified. The first statement will be

from Erin McCann, and her photograph is displayed on

the screen.

THE COURT: Please state and spell her name

for the record.

MS. SNYDER: Erin McCann, E-r-i-n,

M-c-C-a-n-n.

THE COURT: Thank you. You made proceed.

MS. SNYDER: Your Honor, I truly appreciate

the opportunity to discuss how this assault has

impacted my life. It is so very difficult to attempt

to put the trauma and suffering of this assault into

words. I have lost many relationships and continue

to struggle on a daily basis. It is so hard to

measure the impact which recently has become so

profound.

This assault has impacted my ability to

trust, and this pervades all my interpersonal

relationships. I have lost close friends and

struggle in intimate relationships to build trust. I

have and continue to have many failed intimate

relationships due to lack of truck. Socially I

isolate myself. More recently I increase with

isolation in order to avoid having to discuss sexual
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assault as a topic, which is almost unavoidable with

recent increases in conversations surrounding sexual

harassment and assault.

I also isolate myself as I just do not have

the energy to converse with others. During my lunch

break I stay in my office to avoid social discussions

that may bring up a topic of this nature. I have

difficulty filling my friendship void due to this

lack of ability to participate on a social level. I

am often embarrassed that this assault happened and

do not want others to know it, which leads to further

isolation.

I have isolated myself from my family and

others close to me. In the recent months I am the

most unhappy that I have ever been. Having to recall

details of this assault for questioning and reports

only causes further trauma and suffering. I have had

to seek counseling as I am not able to cope with the

situation on my own. I struggle to get out of bed in

the morning and often struggle to get to work. I

often lay in bed at night unable to sleep as I lay

awake trying to recall details that I could not

during my interview recall.

I was once very active and no longer feel

like working out or exercising. There are daily
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reminders of my assault that have haunted me for a

long time.

Doctor Nassar commented on asymmetries of

my body during his assault to me. Every day when I

see my body I am reminded of his words which then

remind me of the assault. I relive the pain and

trauma every time I shower, use the bathroom, or

undress. It is something that never goes away. His

words and actions are a constant nagging presence.

It is a flashback to the experience every time I see

my body. I would give anything to make that go away.

Due to the constant mental exhaustion and

sadness I also suffer from concentration and memory

impairment that impact me on a daily basis. My

performance at my job is constantly impacted by these

struggles. For example, I often forget tasks or

topics of importance at work that impact my

performance. There are also times that I cannot deal

with little daily stressors and have to shut my

office door to be alone and often spend most of my

day fighting back tears. I have lost days at work

and have had many unproductive hours as well.

Lastly, my hard work and dreams to be a Big

Ten athlete are tarnished by this assault. I was not

a scholarship athlete. I had to work very, very hard
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to make the team at Michigan State. I was so proud

of myself when I made the team despite doubt from

people close to me. This was the proudest moment of

my life. Unfortunately, I was injured shortly after

making the team and was referred to Doctor Nassar.

This is where the pride and the accomplishment turns

to regret and misery.

His assault has tainted the memory of my

dream. I cannot look back on my athletic career at

Michigan State without remembering this cancer. I

also am haunted by the comments that were told to me

prior to and after my appointment with him. I was

told over and over again how honored I should feel

that I was seeing Doctor Nassar. It was odd and made

me feel uncomfortable. Why did they keep saying

that? It was odd and is now branded in my brain. It

was no honor. It was disgust. It took more than it

should have from me. Thank you.

THE COURT: I'm honored she had the

fortitude to speak out. Speaking out will help her

heal and help defendant's voice go away. I'm hopeful

of that. She is so worthy of an active, productive

life. Please send her my message of healing.

Next.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next
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survivor, we'll also read her statement. She is out

of state and has asked us to do that. She's publicly

identified. It is Catherine Hannum, and Rebekah

Snyder her will be reading that.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MS. SNYDER: C-a-t-h-e-r-i-n-e,

H-a-n-n-u-m.

THE COURT: You may proceed.

MS. SNYDER: My name is Catherine Hannum,

and when I was 19 I became a patient of Larry Nassar.

I can't tell you the excitement I felt to be seeing

him after a year of being chronically injured and

sitting out of my sport, rowing, at Michigan State

University.

My teammates and the athletic staff all

told me what a wonderful doctor he was. They assured

me he would help me return to rowing, the thing I

loved and felt most passionate about in the world.

They also told me he was a little weird, a little

off, and kind of odd, but maintained he was kind and,

most importantly, the best at his job. What did I

care if he was a little weird? He was the best at

his job.

I had lived in chronic pain for over a

year. I was desperate to feel better and prove
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myself as a valuable member of my team.

Larry, you were not kind. You were

abrasive and careless, from shamelessly ripping

Spandex down, to manhandling my glutes as you

manipulated and taped them with bare hands slowly

pulling my right glute further and further apart

exposing my anus. I flinched as I felt your fingers

get dangerously close. You laughed and apologized,

explaining it is an awkward area but it had to be

done. It didn't -- I didn't understand why, but

someone else had been in the room, and I had heard

stories like this from your other patients so I

didn't question it.

The first time it crossed my mind that

there might be something really wrong with you I was

receiving an adjustment for my rib. Your back was to

the trainer who was leaning up against the wall

scrolling through their phone waiting for the

appointment to end. I honestly don't blame them.

Who would think you would be so brazen? Before I

knew what was happening, you had shoved a bare hand

down my sports bra and you were massaging my breasts

all while explaining this was necessary to relax the

rib that had become displaced. My body felt stiff.

Then out of my peripheral vision I noticed your
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pants. Immediately my mind started swirling. What's

wrong with you? Of course that's not an erection.

Why would you think that? You're disgusting. Now I

know I hadn't been wrong. I only wish I had been

self assured enough at the time to say something, but

I was so brainwashed then.

I can tell you all now the physical aspect

of this abuse is not what still haunts me. It is

being brainwashed. I've always prided myself on

being outspoken and unafraid to speak my mind. Ask

anyone, they'll probably tell you I'm too outspoken

for my own good. But this, this has me questioning

everything.

I couldn't write this letter for the

longest time because I kept second-guessing my

experience and my own memories. Did massaging my

breast on a weekly basis brazenly walking around the

room with an erection and ripping my clothes down

without warning or care count as abuse? I managed to

go unscathed from his favorite form of torture so

maybe my voice didn't really count.

While in college three young women shared

with me details, describing abuse they had

experienced in appointments with Nassar. One in

particular is the dearest person to me in my life.
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This is what haunts me daily. These thoughts follow

me through my day, creep up on me at work, while I'm

driving my car. I become so overwhelmed I can't do

anything but cry. All three of these women told me

it was nothing but an unfortunate treatment they had

to receive due to the severity of their back pain.

To me it sounded like abuse, but their insistence

that it wasn't quelled my urge to report it as such.

It hadn't happened to me, so who was I to tell them

what had happened to them?

We had all been so conditioned to believe

that Larry was the best there was. There was so much

pressure to perform, pressure from coaches and the

pressure we put on ourselves. I know I put an

immense amount of pressure on myself. I felt like an

utter failure in the eyes of everyone around me. I

felt like a failure to my coach. To my teammates, I

had promised them four good years of rowing and I

wasn't able to give them any due to my injuries, so I

didn't question Larry or his methods. I sought

deliverance from my pain, and he gladly gave it.

Now I feel like a failure to myself. All I

can think is I should have said something. Why

didn't I trust my instincts? I don't know if and

when I'll stop second-guessing myself.
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Beyond the guilt I carry for letting down

my friends, I can't stand being in crowds. I become

extremely anxious and alert. I am no longer able to

comfortably sustain conversations with male

acquaintances and strangers. I have difficulty

making eye contact. I can't even look my own father

or boyfriend in the eye while trying to discuss this

topic with them.

I analyze every action and gesture. Do

they have ulterior motives? Are they talking to me

as a person or are they looking for something else?

I have been told that I can be cold and unfriendly

upon first interacting with a man I've just met. I

go for a handshake, not a hug. Larry used to hug me

after my appointments. He would give me a big

squeeze and rub my back. At first I thought it was

strange, but then I felt bad for feeling weird about

it. He seemed to care about us so much. Now there

are very few men I would even remotely consider

hugging.

As I continue to write this I feel

incredibly trivial. The traditional side of me knows

what happened to me matters and knows what I have to

say is important. The other half of me thinks I

sound pathetic, whiney, and attention seeking, but
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I'm going to keep writing and I'm going to keep

talking and I'm going to keep making noise, because

what he did to me, what he did to my friends and

countless other women, is disgusting, vile, and

wrong. I am going to find my sense of self again,

and it starts with this letter.

THE COURT: She certainly is not

brainwashed anymore. She remains outspoken, and she

should not second-guess herself. She is a heroine,

not a failure, and I want to thank her for her

strength and for coming forward.

Do we have another one before break? How

many more do we have?

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, we have a

number of anonymous statements, including a live

statement.

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. POVILAITIS: So we can do the live

statement, or would you want us to do all of the

anonymous together after the break?

THE COURT: Will it -- do you need time to

set up the live one?

MS. POVILAITIS: When I say live, she's

actually here in court.

THE COURT: She's going to speak?
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MS. POVILAITIS: Yes.

THE COURT: Why don't we do that now.

MS. POVILAITIS: Okay.

The next survivor has requested to be

anonymous so I ask that all cameras and live stream

and recording be turned off. She is identified as

victim number 170. She is a minor, and her mother is

here in court today to read the statement.

THE COURT: Mom, are you speaking on behalf

of your daughter?

MOTHER OF VICTIM 170: My daughter will be

here tomorrow.

THE COURT: Okay. Does she wish to wait to

hear this?

MOTHER OF VICTIM 170: No.

THE COURT: No, okay. Just wanted to make

sure before we proceed. Can you come closer to the

podium? All right. Take your time, ma'am.

On behalf of your daughter, victim 170,

what would you like me to know?

MOTHER OF VICTIM 170: Thank you for doing

this for all the girls. I'm sorry, I had not

prepared to speak. I wasn't planning on doing it

today.

I came today to see where I'm supposed to
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bring my daughter tomorrow. I get very nervous,

clearly, and I wanted to know I could get her here,

but coming in here and seeing Larry sitting here, I

wanted a chance to address him personally.

THE COURT: And you may.

MOTHER OF VICTIM 170: I may stutter over

myself, and please forgive me.

THE COURT: It's okay. You're doing just

fine. If you need to take a break, go ahead. I do

need you to stay close to the podium so we can hear

you, okay? All right.

MOTHER OF VICTIM 170: Do you remember me?

Do you remember Emily?

THE COURT: Wait --

MOTHER OF VICTIM 170: I thought we weren't

being recorded.

THE COURT: Well, you're not being recorded

publicly. However, there is a transcript so --

MOTHER OF VICTIM 170: Okay. That's okay.

THE COURT: So we have her first name now.

MOTHER OF VICTIM 170: That's okay. That's

fine.

THE COURT: All right.

MOTHER OF VICTIM 179: Quite a few years

ago my daughter came to see you for the first time,
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recommended by her pediatrician and her coach,

Claudia, who both claimed that they knew you well,

they were friends of yours, and just like everybody

else here has said how wonderful you were and, Larry,

you were a good doctor. You were a very smart man.

You did know how to help people. Why you did what

you did, I don't know and will never know, other than

you were just a very sick man.

But I brought my daughter to you and I

trusted you and she trusted you. She loved you. You

were her friend and, yes, you damn well should cry

because you have broke my daughter's heart in a

million pieces.

When this came out a year and a half ago

this lady over here -- thank you for your bravery.

She's allowed the world to know what you did, and you

had my daughter so fooled, Larry. She believed you

were doing what was right for her and, yes, I was

sitting right there just like the other mothers. You

blocked it from me, too. Damn you.

When this came out a year and a half ago I

happened to be out of state, and the timing was

interesting because it was Emily's annual physical

with her doctor, and it had been like the day that

the news had broken. You know who her doctor is.
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She said, did you hear the news about Larry? She had

no idea what she was talking about, and so she told

her, and do you know what my daughter said? He did

that to me all the time. She didn't know you were

doing wrong to her. She has a 12 year old girl, for

God's sake. What were you thinking? But Emily loved

you so much and believed so strongly in you. She

says, mom, he's such a nice person. He would never

do that. He would never hurt anybody intentionally.

She said, I don't want to hear more about the news.

I don't want to hear more about this story, because

he tried to help me.

And so my husband and I tried to respect

that. We tried to talk to her about it and explain

what it meant and she didn't want to hear about it.

So my husband and I have been living through this

year and a half of hell knowing what you did with my

sweet little girl in her third year of counseling,

suicidal thoughts and attempts, trouble with school,

depression, on medication, having no idea where this

all came from. She didn't even know.

And then last Thursday she had a follow-up

doctor's appointment because she had influenza very

badly over the Christmas holiday and was being

rechecked, and I believe that the day earlier this
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physician's daughter had spoken here and she asked

Emily if she was following this situation, and my

daughter said, no. So Emily came home, got on the

live stream feeds, and repeated what had been going

on that day, the day before, the day it had started.

There she sat up and watched every single one of them

with tears rolling down her face. It broke her heart

again in a million pieces.

Go ahead and cry. You should.

You had a wife that loved you and three

beautiful children. What you did to them, all their

families, Larry. It doesn't just affect these

beautiful young girls, it's our whole family, our

friends. It's disgusting.

So my daughter watched these all night and

she couldn't go to school the next day. She came out

in the middle of the night and she says, mom, I had

no idea how he really truly violated me. I believed

him, and I cannot believe how he has hurt these other

girls in this way, and I need to stand up like one of

them and talk to the judge and tell her my story.

And she's coming tomorrow to face you, and you damn

well better look her in the eyes and apologize to

her.

You gave her presents. I don't know if you
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remember the Olympic flag thing. She loved the

Fierce Five so much. She was a level eight gymnast

with huge dreams. Larry gave her this little tea

towel flag thing that he brought back. All the girls

had signed it. To us, maybe it's not a big deal. To

this little girl, you could give her a million

dollars and she wanted that -- that towel was the

world to her. It's encased in this beautiful -- had

this frame thing. It's been in her bedroom. She had

Jordyn Wieber's fathead thing on the wall. It meant

the world to her. It's in our basement now facing

backwards and, quite honestly, we don't know what to

do with it. Does she keep it and maybe one day to

get past this and have that treasure that was so

special to her? I want to vomit on it.

My little girl was the little brazen child

you called her and so many of us did. She was the

happiest child. Even as a newborn baby, she never

cried. Happy little girl, loved life. Every teacher

in her school said look out if she's coming down the

hall because you will be plowed over with a hug from

her, and she did every day. If she saw someone she

thought was sad, she would go over and give them a

hug, are you okay, can I pray for you? It's going to

be okay. That was my little girl.
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She's not like that any more. But after

deciding Thursday night that she wanted to come here

and speak -- we were going to come up here today just

to watch, be part of this, get a feel for what was

going to happen, and you know where she is? She

says, mom, I'm surviving this. I'm going to be

strong like Jordyn and McKayla and Aly and all these

girls. I am going to school this morning and I'm

holding my head up high, and I'm going in early and

I'm having a meeting with my teachers before school

and telling them what happened so they understand why

the last six months last year I would have to get up

in the middle of class because I was bawling and

nobody knew why. And she did. And I had an

appointment this morning to visit with her school

principal to tell them what was going on. He sat

there with tears in his eyes, a grown man, a

principal.

We have a lot of support and we're going to

have a lot more support, but she went to school

today. You know what? From school she has an

internship at one o'clock at University of Michigan

Hospital. She got her CNA last summer because she is

so driven. She is only a junior in high school.

She's working there every day. She's been accepted
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to nursing school in California. She wants to help

people. She loves people, so she was going to go

because they expected her.

She had to give up gymnastics because of

injuries, things that weren't fixed, or incorrectly,

so she's been out of gymnastics now for four years.

One of the saddest days of her life to have to go

through with that. But it's five until three. At

three o'clock -- excuse me, 3:30 this afternoon this

is Emily's first day to go back to the gym. She

says, I'm going back. I am joining a gymnastic club

and I'm going to go in there and hold my head high

and get back into something that I love, and this

will not affect me. My life will go on.

Yours will go on. It's going to suck.

Boy, it's going to suck, and I'm sorry about that.

But you see what you've done to everybody, and I can

stand here and name every single thing that you've

done just like every other woman that's been here,

but I don't need to repeat all those things because

you clearly know, and I don't have to ask the judge

for the highest sentence because I have no doubt

you're going to get what you deserve. I'm just a mom

that feels guilty every single day -- look at me --

because I couldn't protect her from you. Because you
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hid from me. You turned your damn body sideways of

that towel. She had to use those huge embarrassing

shorts. Yes, I hope they all burn those.

I would just like you to say you're sorry.

THE DEFENDANT: I'm sorry.

MOTHER TO VICTIM 170: Do you mean that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

MOTHER TO VICTIM 170: Thank you. Thank

you, judge, for allowing me the time, and I apologize

for being like this.

THE COURT: Ma'am, you're your daughter's

hero and you are not to blame. You heard the stories

of the other parents. Nobody knew. Every parent

here wanted to protect their child. It's not your

fault. It is clear where you place the blame, with

defendant. You are part of the sister survivor

warrior army, and I want you to remind your daughter,

if she goes down the path -- again, I'm talking about

suicide -- it gives him the power and quiets her

voice. I know yours will never be quieted. We want

her to live and be strong. We know she's strong

because you are. You're helping her to be strong.

Your statement is so powerful, and I have

to say, if you ever decide to vomit on that, let

everybody know. I think the sisters all want to
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vomit on it with you along with those shorts. Thank

you so much for being here. You are brave and

strong. Thank you.

MOTHER OF VICTIM 170: Thank you.

THE COURT: We're going to take 15 minutes.

(Recess taken at 2:55 p.m.)

THE COURT: We are back on the record.

Next. Are you set up?

MS. LIDDELL: Yes.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, before we get

to the next speaker, I am asking the court from the

official transcript if you could strike my discretion

and strike that victim's name. She was -- I was

introducing her just after Samantha Daniels who had

been identified. In lieu of that, I would ask that

the record again identify her as victim 159.

THE COURT: There are very special rules on

the transcript, altering a transcript. I'm not sure

we are allowed to do that by virtue of the court

rules. I'll see if there's a way we can do that. If

not, it will just stand, or maybe we can seal that

page. I'm not sure.

MS. POVILAITIS: If there's any way. I

have reached out to media outlets and discussed this

with her family. I wish I had had the forethought to
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strike that immediately, but, again, that's victim

159.

THE COURT: It wouldn't have changed the

outcome. It's just a question of --

MS. POVILAITIS: Absolutely, right.

THE COURT: -- once it's out.

MS. POVILAITIS: Yes.

THE COURT: And we have responsible media

and I'm sure they won't publicize it, but in the

record it is there.

MS. POVILAITIS: And I do anticipate lots

of folks requesting that transcript.

THE COURT: I believe that's already

happened.

MS. POVILAITIS: Okay.

THE COURT: All right.

MS. POVILAITIS: The next survivor you will

hear from has agreed to be publicly identified. She

lives out of country and has sent us over the weekend

this video asking us to display it on her behalf.

Her name is Jessica Chedler Rodriguez.

THE COURT: And could you spell that or is

she going to? Do you know?

MS. POVILAITIS: I doubt she's going to

spell her name, but J-e-s-s-i-c-a, C-h-e-d-l-e-r, and
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Rodriguez is common spelling. We have her as Jessica

Chedler.

THE COURT: Okay. And so this is a video?

Is it marked as Exhibit 3?

MS. POVILAITIS: I believe it's Exhibit 3,

yes.

THE COURT: All right. Any objection to

Exhibit 3?

MR. NEWBURG: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Exhibit 3 is admitted, and Ms.

Hamlin will not take this down since it is an

exhibit. You may proceed.

(Whereupon, Exhibit 3 was admitted into

evidence; video played 3:24 p.m.)

THE COURT: Please tell Jessica her message

on accountability has been heard, and she is an

absolute survivor who is strong and has such strength

to help stop predators, and she joins the army of

sister survivors. I heard her. Thank you.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next two

statements --I'll just start with the first -- is a

survivor who does wish to be publicly identified.

Her name is ******* ******, and Rebekah Snyder from

our office will be reading her statement at her

request. I'm sorry, Robyn Liddell will be reading
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her statement.

MS. LIDDELL: This is victim *******

******, *-*-*-*-*-*-*, *-*-*-*-*-*.

THE COURT: Thank you. You may proceed.

MS. LIDDELL: Gymnastics has always been

away of life for me, from the time I can remember

getting from point A to point B a cartwheel or a

handstand had to be done. I loved the sport and

still do. Being a gymnast growing up helped me

develop positive lifelong skills that I still use

daily, such as time management, focus, punctuality,

determination, and more. However, being a gymnast

growing up also negatively impacted my life,

especially recently.

Writing this statement is one of the most

difficult things I've ever done for numerous reasons.

I feel like I'm writing a statement against a father

figure, or whom I thought was a father figure. I

feel like I'm reliving my childhood and realizing

that a lot of the moments that occurred were horribly

invasive and sickening moments. I feel sad that I

was taken advantage of at such a young age and for so

long.

I'm probably the last person to come

forward and the last person to write my statement.

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 608 of 704



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT
313 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, MI 48933

177

I'm the type of person that is private with their

feelings and emotions and do not like to see me -- do

not like people to see me as weak or vulnerable.

Like most, I started gymnastics at a young

age with the goal of being in the Olympics. I never

met my goal of becoming an Olympian, but I gradually

rose through the levels, and as the levels increased,

so did the injuries; ankle, back, neck, tailbone,

feet injuries. You name it, I had it.

I met Larry when I was eight years old.

Everyone referred to him as Larry. Larry was a

friendly, smiling face, a person that people felt

comfortable around. He made everyone, athletes,

coaches, and parents feel like they were his friend

and doctor -- that they were his friend first and

doctor second. He was funny, casual, and seemed like

an all around good person.

The first time I saw Larry was at the

gymnastics club I attended for an ankle injury. I

gradually saw Larry more and more as I progressed

through the levels and injuries increased. It wasn't

until I was around the age of 12 when I started

having back pain that I received my first treatment,

as everyone is referring to it as. This was the

first time Larry touched me inappropriately.
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He had me pull down my leotard to my hips

and had me lay face down on the examination table.

He started by looking at my hip placement and then

told me my hips were out of place and they needed to

be aligned. Ungloved, he massaged my lower back,

buttocks, outer thighs, and then my inner thighs.

This was the moment I still remember like it was

yesterday. As he massaged my inner thighs he

gradually moved closer and closer to my privates, as

I referred to it at the time. He massaged right next

to my vagina and then he inserted a finger into my

vagina and massaged the inner wall of my vagina. I

remember jumping and tensing up and arching my back

out of fear and Larry saying it was part of the

procedure to get your hips aligned. He continued for

what felt like forever but I believe it was only 15

to 20 minutes.

When he was done, he checked my hips again

and said they were back in place and that he would

need to continue treatments along with exercises he

provided to help keep them in place.

After receiving this treatment from Larry

so many thoughts ran through my head. Why did he

have to do the things he did? What does my vagina

have to do with my back? Am I going to be okay down
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there? I received these treatments from Larry for as

long as I can remember, about once a week for five to

six years. Sometimes the treatments would be

vaginally and sometimes rectally and using more than

one finger.

At first it felt awkward, scary, weird,

invasive, and just not right, but Larry was a highly

respected doctor in the gymnastic community and

everyone always talked about how we were lucky to see

him and how he fixed us, as the gymnasts referred to

it as, but even knowing this, I still knew in my head

that what he did just didn't feel right. However, my

anxiety decreased as my teammates started talking

about their treatments with Larry and they were very

similar to mine.

When I was around 14, after having a

conversation with my teammates, I remember thinking

to myself, so they are real treatments and I have

nothing to be worried about. Eventually the

treatments became part of my normal life. Not

something I the wanted to do but something that was

supposed to help me heal and be able to continue

gymnastics, my true love. It was like going to the

dentist, no one likes going to the dentist, but we

all have to do it.
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It was routine. After practice on Mondays

I would get in line to see Larry and continued this

until I graduated from high school.

My contact with Larry didn't end when I

graduated. I lost someone close to me and Larry was

like a father figure to me for many years. We would

have conversations about life. He would call in

prescriptions for me. He would provide medical

advice. He was always there if I needed something.

Larry was a part of my life for over 20 years.

Larry and I kept in contact with each other

until the middle of 2016. Contact ended once the

first allegations came forward. I had to admit, when

I saw the allegations I was upset and actually stood

up for Larry, but as others came forward I began to

realize that my treatments with Larry were very

similar. Soon I had major news agencies calling me

for statements in which I declined to answer. I was

tagged on every Facebook post regarding Larry. I was

getting messages asking about Larry. It was all too

real to me and I wasn't ready to relive many years of

my childhood.

I deleted my Facebook. I ignored the news.

I ignored questions about Larry. I wasn't ready. As

someone who has suffered with anxiety, depression,
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and insomnia since a teenager, I finally realized

why. I realized that my 12 year old self was right

about how I felt. I realized I should have told

someone. I realized that I was a victim of child

molestation, but my molestation wasn't just once, it

was weekly. It was routine. I felt disgusted, sick.

I couldn't think. I couldn't work. I wanted to run

away from it all, but most of all, I felt betrayed.

I still kept what Larry did to me to myself

even from my own mother, not because I didn't want to

tell her, but because I felt like I was the one that

allowed it to happen and I didn't want her to feel

like it was her fault.

Eventually I spoke to my best friend about

Larry and she told me to do what I felt was right.

At first I wrote a letter to myself explaining how I

felt and how Larry's treatment affected me. I read

it for months before finally telling my mother and

then eventually calling authorities and reporting

Larry.

I have so many emotions and I don't even

know -- I don't know where to even end this

statement. I am so sorry for the other victims of

Larry and pray everyone receives justice and also

therapy as this is something that will never end.
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Court will eventually be over and life will continue,

but it will never be over -- but it will never be the

same for Larry Nassar's victims. This is something

that will stay with us for the rest of our lives. It

affects our every day life, our thinking, or trust,

who we are as people, and who we are as victims of

child molestation.

I pray for Larry's family and children as

they do not deserve any of this. I know I have felt

very alone the last year even though there are

hundreds of women and children going through the same

thing. The only way to heal is to share and to keep

others from doing the same thing Larry has done. No

child should have to go through the things we have

and no adult should have to relive a traumatic

childhood past.

I have a younger daughter, and I looked at

her and I decided to tell my story, not for the

money, not for me, not for my mother, but for her.

All I can say is, Larry, you found a way to take all

of us in the palm of her hand and make us feel like

you were the healer of it all, but also acted as a

friend and someone we could tell our secrets to. We

were all children. We believed you. We thought what

we were doing was for our betterment and healing,
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while the entire time it was for your self

gratification. My dad is rolling in his grave

because of what you did to me.

I'm Jane B42 Doe, but, Larry, you know

exactly who I am.

THE COURT: Please tell her she is not

alone. I have heard what she has to say, and I am

very honored that she felt ready to share her story

publicly, but not just with this court but with the

world.

She courageously joins her sister survivors

in sharing her story and adding to the strength of

the army. Please thank her.

MS. LIDDELL: Our next victim statement

comes from Morgan Margraves, last name is

M-a-r-g-r-a-v-e-s, and she also wishes to be publicly

identified.

THE COURT: You may proceed when you're

ready.

MS. LIDDELL: As a teenager my younger

sister, Lauren, was heavily involved in competitive

gymnastics at the Twistars gym in the Lansing area.

I had previously been involved. However, with my

tall stature I wasn't exactly fit for the sport and

moved on to running.
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Lauren had injured the underside of her

pelvis and my mother, Sharri, was guided by the staff

at the gym to seek care with Larry Nassar. I vividly

remember my mom coming home from one of the

appointments with Nassar and explaining to me all the

various manipulations he did, and one statement has

stuck with me even over a decade later. I think

you're going to have to marry my daughter.

She proceeded to tell me that one of

Nassar's manipulation techniques was to insert his

fingers into my 13 year old sister's vagina and pull

in a certain type of way. It's a form of health

care. I could tell my mom was uncomfortable.

However, he assured her that it was commonly

practiced on females with that kind of injury.

Around the same time I am 16 running in the

cross country team for Bath High School. During a

race I felt a sharp pain in my lower abdomen and had

trouble even walking. My mom took me to various

doctors ruling out tumors, et cetera, and with my

sister's given history, I ended up in Nassar's

practice. I was instructed to wear shorts to my

appointments and my mom was to be in the room.

Nassar would have me do various exercises

that seemed normal as any other sports doctor would
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do. At one point I was told to lay on my stomach and

he inserted his fingers into my vagina through the

bottom of my shorts and put pressure on my vaginal

wall with the inserted hand and applied pressure on

the skin on my hip with the other hand. I remember

thinking how incredibly odd this was that a grown man

in his 40s was touching me this way.

Being 16 years old, at this point in my

life I had only been to the gynecologist once and I

still saw a pediatrician for all other ailments. I

wasn't familiar with this type of touching. From the

patient's eyes, his exam rooms were loaded with

autographed USA Olympic posters from the best of the

best athletes across all types of sports. The walls

were covered in what seemed like every inch. It was,

honestly, overwhelming. However, it gave you the

feeling that you were with the best doctor. One

would assume that the doctor who treated America's

heroes and got them back into top health would surely

be the best for you as a regular person. That's what

I felt exactly so I went along with the odd touching

thinking, okay, this is how I'm going to get better.

I want to be able to walk wincing at every step and

this person in charge is telling me that by touching

me there, I will, in fact, heal.
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My mom was in the room with me. She

experienced the same with my sister. My mother would

never let anything horrible happen to me, especially

if she was physically around. Nassar knew that and

that is exactly how he played us all for fools.

After my appointments with him in high

school were over and eventually my injury healed I

saw him on another occasion. Now I'm a junior at

Michigan State University. I'm from the East Lansing

area, and when I started to have some pain from

recreational exercise, I seek out Nassar again

thinking he's the best of the best. I'm in my early

20s and now I'm of legal age and I no longer need a

chaperone in the room with me.

On my last appointment I had with Nassar he

again inserts his fingers into my vagina to perform

the manipulation technique. No one was in the room

with me at this time. I am lying on my stomach on

the exam table and he is behind me asking me if the

pressure was okay. I remember it was my neck area

that was hurting so why was he near my lower

extremities at all? I was taking anatomy at that

time as well, and I was thinking, well, everything in

the body is all connected in a way and maybe

something in my hip is throwing off my neck.
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The worst part was realizing while he was

behind me with his fingers inside me that I never saw

him put on gloves. I explicitly remember that he

wasn't wearing gloves for the regular assessments,

which was normal for skin to skin contact, contact

with neck adjustments, et cetera. However, why

didn't he put them on before he put his fingers

inside of me?

The appointment was going on as expected

and then he quickly slipped his fingers there asking

if the pressure was okay. Honestly, my thought in

that moment was, wow, this guy is such an idiot. I'm

a college student and the statistics are there. He's

a doctor. I could be sexually active. I could have

genital warts or something worse and he can give it

to himself. This memory pains me when I look back on

it because now I work in the health care profession

and I realize that on so many levels this one simple

task of not putting on gloves was complete misconduct

on a care provider's end. I should have said

something to someone, but I didn't. I was young,

maybe a little naive, and, truthfully, didn't know it

was okay to point out to someone in authority to do a

simple task such as put on safety equipment.

Straight after that last appointment I left
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his office and went to my car and called my then

boyfriend and said to him, something weird just

happened. I think this guy is going to get into

trouble one day. I remember this statement coming

out of my mouth so vividly. I didn't even leave the

parking lot of the office yet and just sat there

thinking about how awkward, disgusting, entirely too

intimate the entire exchange was with a much older

man that I did not know.

I pushed these old memories into the back

of my mind because I had assumed it was all part of

the health care, and I went about my normal day which

turned into normal years. In present time I vaguely

tell my current boyfriend about this weird situation,

how I always referred to it prior to the

investigation. That happened to me as a teen and I

thought nothing of it, that is, until a year later he

forwards me an email with a link to the IndyStar

article asking, is this him? My heart sinks to the

very bottom of my stomach. A decade later and now I

find out I've been molested. It's quite a surreal

feeling to find out after so much time has passed

that you were taken advantage of. You're used to

living your life and interacting with the world in a

certain way and now you are the walking statistic.
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You know the stats they print on the cutesy

little posters and put up around college campuses

cross America: One in four girls is raped, sexually

assaulted, X, Y, Z. I was irate. I almost couldn't

go to work the next day because I was on the verge of

vomiting every time I thought about it. On top of

that, I was working as a medical technologist, and

that particular next day I had to perform semen

analysis on about 20 men that I didn't know. I was

associating all things related to sex with this new

information about me and I was livid.

For a few weeks I couldn't even look at any

man without feeling a deep rage inside me wanting to

scream at every one of them. I was upset on a number

of levels, but I was mostly upset with myself. Why

hadn't I said anything to anyone when I saw him

during college? I was older. I was supposed to be

looking out for myself. I hate thinking that I could

have helped another girl who would have seen him

after me and I didn't speak up. I still get

emotional about it when the memories come back to me

and sometimes if I see his picture in the news or if

people talk about it casually in front of me without

knowing I was one of his patients. It makes me

cringe just typing his name in this letter.
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Remembering I had the thought that this guy is going

to get in trouble one day made me even more mad about

it because I was there. It was said, just not to the

right person.

I think back to that time and I truly

believed it was health care and in my best interest

to be there. This was just something that females

had to do and boys didn't because, well, they didn't

have an orifice to use to their advantage to receive

care. He used his authority to trick my family and

I, using his office with all of his Olympic nostalgia

as a facade for his deviant ways.

My mother lost it when the news broke. She

felt such sorrow for letting this happen to my sister

and I. My father actually went out driving to look

for him around in East Lansing. I'm not sure --

exactly sure what he would have done if he saw him.

He felt he still had to protect us in the way fathers

do for their daughters.

This entire situation has changed my

outlook on how I interact with older men, especially

in my field of work. At my core I know that most

people are not molesters or pigs. However, it is

tough not to have my guard up, especially in my line

of work.
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How I feel now is more disheartening than

anything. I feel sad that our society had imprinted

onto most men to respond with things like, well,

Morgan, you should feel lucky that you weren't very

good at gymnastics or it sounds like you could have

had it a lot worse. These are words that were said

from a male friend that was trying to be consoling.

However, it had the opposite effect on me at the

time.

I'm sad that my parents, who have given me

everything from a happy childhood to helping me get

through college, feel that they have failed me at

their one job, protection. I'm especially sad that I

could have tried to get something, anything, into

motion to stop this man from hurting others, even if

it was just one person.

I am sad for all the other victims like

myself and my sister who were hurt by this man. I am

sad that hundreds of people now have to live with

this every day.

In part, I would like to express that I

believe we treat physicians like kings in America and

I know he isn't the only one that is breaking his

Hippocratic oath to preserve the health and life of

patients, and using their authority and power to take
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advantage of others in search of quality care. I

want this judgment of Larry Nassar to prove that in

the country and the state of Michigan this will not

be tolerated. I wish to see Larry Nassar

incarcerated for the rest of whatever life he has

left.

THE COURT: Thank you. The only one who

failed is defendant. Morgan's voice has added to the

awareness of others. She is not a statistic but a

real voice joining in with her sister survivor, and I

thank her for that. Next.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next

statements you will be hearing from are written by

survivors who wish to remain anonymous. However,

because they're being read by Rebekah Snyder from our

office and we reviewed those and there is no

identifying information, we do not feel the need to

turn off the cameras or live stream at this point.

The first will be the statement written by

victim number 127.

THE COURT: Thank you, you may proceed.

MS. SNYDER: Let me begin by saying how

relieved I am that Mr. Nassar is finally getting the

punishment he deserves. I've always been a believer

in forgiveness, and I have tried to forgive him for
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what he has done to me and the other victims but I

just can't. I now have nieces and nephews, and to

imagine someone doing the things that Mr. Nassar did

to me to them makes me absolutely sick.

I've had to live with what he's done to me

for so long thinking I was crazy for thinking what he

did to me was wrong. Why would a doctor do something

to me that is a crime? I've always wondered if that

was right. You grow up believing you can trust

doctors. Why wouldn't you be able to?

I am single and haven't been in a long-term

relationship because I have trouble opening up to

people. I've always thought that there was something

wrong with me. I now know that what happened to me

years ago plays a huge part in who I am today. Not

only do I have trouble opening up to people, but I

have trouble trusting people. I quite often think

the worst case scenario, which, at times, leaves me

scared to death. Why date someone if they could end

up doing bad things to me? It's hard to know who you

can trust these days. If you can't trust a doctor,

then whom can you trust?

In a way I feel trapped inside my own body.

Like I said, I have trouble opening up to people,

that includes friends and family.
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I really struggle talking to people about

what has happened to me because the last thing I want

is for anyone to feel sorry for me or for me to make

someone feel bad.

It pains me to think about how my parents

must feel. I'm sure to some extent they blame

themselves for this happening to me. Yes, my dad

took me to the appointment and, yes, he was in the

room with me when the horrific crime took place.

There was no way he could have ever imagined that

this would happen.

I know my mom has been beating herself up

with who referred us to Mr. Nassar and was it one of

her connections? I can start crying thinking about

what my parents are going through. That's what hurts

the most.

I am not a vicious person at all. As a

matter of fact, I have actually felt sorry for Mr.

Nassar at times, but one last thought I would like to

leave Mr. Nassar with is how would he feel if someone

did these horrific crimes to his children? Victim

127.

THE COURT: Thank you. I'm hoping that her

public statement helps her and her family heal.

There was nothing wrong with her. We know that.
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There is everything wrong with defendant, and I hope

she gets that message by listening to her sister

survivors. Thank you.

Next.

MS. SNYDER: The next one is victim number

142.

To truly believe that you know someone and

then to find out that the very truth you believed in

is a complete lie will sink you in a way that was

never expected or anticipated. The only word that

comes to mind when I think of what I should say to

you is sad. I am sad for the community. I am sad

for MSU. I am sad for your colleagues who supported

someone they thought they could trust. I am sad for

every single young woman who was a victim of your

abuse. I am sad for myself and the pieces that I am

left to put back together.

And I am sad for you. I am sad that you

chose to act on your urges with young women who put

all of their trust in you. I wish there was a big

enough word to tell you how I feel towards you now.

I truly believed that you wanted to help

me, but now, looking back, everything I thought I

knew looks like it was all a facade. It's all

twisted, and my brain can't make sense of any of it.
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How could someone who seemed so genuine be harming

not only himself mentally but hundreds of young women

both physically and emotionally?

What seems the most unfair is that I'm the

one left to pick up the pieces. I was the one who

needed a doctor because of the pain that I was and

still am in. I sought you as a last resort. The

pain I experienced then still persists. What doctor

can I even see? There are very few men that I trust

anymore.

My job requires me to shut the doors so as

to not breach confidentiality, but I can't. I can't

bring myself to shut the doors with a man I don't

know in the room with me. I can't talk about it with

anyone because if they ask me how I'm doing, I'll

lose my words and tears form in my eyes. It makes me

so mad because I don't want to deal with any of it.

I wasted my time for years going to appointments at

your office and now I have to continue wasting my

time and my energy trying to figure out how to pick

up the pieces.

I'm so sad that young girls' Olympic

success will always be shadowed by the horrific

choices you made. I am sad that you have taken away

the school I grew up cheering for. I am sad that I
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cannot drive down Hagadorn without seeing the room on

the fourth floor where you treated me and other

patients. The day I walked into the clinic to

request my medical records for the attorneys made me

sick.

I cannot replace the tears that have

streamed down my face, or worse, my mother's. I can

pick up the pieces for myself. I picked myself up

from the physical pain I've experienced and I can do

it for this. What I can't do is take the pain away

from my mom. I can't make it better. The regrets

that she holds are damaging. The relationship that

we have now is fragmented. She wants to talk about

it to help heal -- her healing process but I don't.

Nothing in me wants to say anything more than, I'm

fine. I can't find the words.

Just typing this makes me sick. I can't

stop the tears from forming in my eyes. The hurt

that I feel goes way too deep. I don't want to think

about it, which is why I chose to remain anonymous.

Something in me believed it would be easier. It's

not. If anything, it makes it more difficult because

I left myself with no support. Only a few people are

there to support me, but what can they even do? They

don't understand. They never met the loud, funny
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person that grabbed the attention when they walked in

a room. Reports say that you're quiet and soft

spoken now. Who are you really? That's the only

question I'm left with. Number 142.

THE COURT: Thank you. I'm hoping that her

statement will help her and her mother and her hurt

heal. I don't think she realizes how important just

writing that statement is, and I'm hoping that she's

hearing me speak or that you'll pass on that message

to her. I'm hoping her sadness is replaced with hope

and happiness for a bright future, which she clearly

has.

She has found her voice. She just needs to

realize how strong she is, and hopefully she'll do

that with her sister survivors. Thank you.

MS. SNYDER: The next statement is number

162.

THE COURT: You may proceed when you're

ready.

MS. SNYDER: I never was an Olympian, never

made the national team, but I was a junior

international elite gymnast and all my fellow

gymnastic friends out there know how much time,

effort, blood, sweat, and tears it takes to get

there.
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My teammate was a two-time Olympian and I

so admired everything about her, including how she

came into the gym and even on the toughest days

suffered in silence. She never once talked back to

her coaches and every day I watched her get better

and better. I watched her compete in those two

Olympics and celebrated her victories. I so badly

wanted to do the same.

I would like to tell one story in

particular that pieces everything together. I was 13

years old. My teammate was training for the 2000

Olympic games and I was training alongside her. We

were lucky to have one of the top USAG coaches come

and spend a couple days with her to help her get

ready. I remember being terrified of this woman and

was told I was privileged to get her to even look at

my vaults. Unfortunately, I had severely pulled my

hamstring a few weeks before this and was having

trouble running down the vault runway. I am not sure

why my coaches put me in this situation in the first

place because they knew I wasn't able to run, but

that's beside the point. I am sure they were

thinking her insight would only help me.

Well, as I pushed through the excruciating

pain just to impress this woman, she proceeded to
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yell at me and shamed me for not being tough enough

to fight through the pain. She said that I would

never make the national team if I didn't toughen up.

I remember standing in front of her crying while my

other two coaches just stood there witnessing this.

This led me to Classics of 2000. It is a

huge competition. One of the most important ones of

my life, in fact. My hamstring was still hurt and

this was the competition that would allow me to

qualify for the U.S. Championships and quite possibly

make the U.S. National team.

I remember I was nervous and excited, ready

to prove myself. My coach was watching me warm up on

floor and said my leap pass was still not getting 180

degrees split. I said to her, I can't. It feels

like my hamstring is going to rip from my bone. She

said, Okay, I'm going to find Larry. Maybe he can

squeeze you in before competition.

She promptly came back with a huge smile of

victory on her face, come on, let's go, he's able to

see you now really quick. I remember feeling super

stoked that the USA Olympic doctor, they so-called a

miracle worker, would find the time to see me and

help fix my hamstring. Both of my coaches followed

me to the tiny room he had set up off the arena with
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curtains containing the space for privacy. He then

turned to my male coach and said something along the

lines of, I'm going to have to ask you to leave

because it would be inappropriate for you to be in

here while I work on such sensitive areas.

Well, that should have been a red flag,

but, again, we all had complete trust in our coaches

and this doctor so it didn't even cross my mind. In

fact, that made me more assured that I was in safe

hands.

My female coach remained in the room and

chatted with Larry about how the Olympic teammate of

mine was doing, et cetera, et cetera. I cannot

remember exactly because I was too focused on the

fact that this man had just pulled my leotard to the

side and inserted his fingers into my vagina. No

warning, no consent, just going along as if this was

totally normal. I remember holding my breath,

paralyzed with discomfort and embarrassment. I did

not at the time think he was molesting me, just that

this procedure was awful.

I don't want to make this too long, and,

trust me, I could go on and on about the culture of

gymnastics and other enablers, but the point I'm

trying to make is that I was a little girl who was
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boldly told that I was not tough enough, so you can

understand why I would so eagerly and gratefully rush

into a miracle doctor's office to receive any

treatment, no matter how embarrassing and violating

it was, in order to be relieved of the pain so I

could hopefully one day be as lucky as my Olympic

teammate.

Larry knew that my female coach trusted him

completely because he used to work on her neck spasms

and would work wonders on her. He knew she trusted

him because she went to the '96 Olympics with her and

she thought of him as a friend. He knew this and was

bold enough to do this to me with her right there in

this tiny little space.

As an adult now with two babies, one just

four months old, it is difficult for me to sleep at

night having flashbacks to that day. It is clearer

now than it was on that day that it occurred because

I know now what he was really doing and it makes me

sick.

This last year I was diagnosed with PTSD

which I am working developing coping skills for, but

it has been especially hard dealing with a newborn

through this all, but I can honestly say that

watching these women gain their power back has given
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me strength to regain mine, and for once in my life I

can say, USAG and Larry Nassar, I am tough enough.

It's you that are weak by preying on and degrading

young children.

Thank you for your time. Number 162.

THE COURT: Thank you. I heard her point.

I understand. I believe her. She is tough to have

written that letter. Those words are powerful. And

I have every confidence she will heal.

Next.

MS. POVILAITIS: Your Honor, the next two

statements I will read, and they are also anonymous

and have requested that we read them in open court.

The first is from victim number 185 (sic).

Your Honor, before beginning with my impact

statement I would like to address the survivors who

have courageously stood at this podium and shared

their stories. You have inspired me to contribute,

participate, and share my statement. Thank you.

Your Honor, I would also like to take this

moment to thank you for giving us the opportunity to

address the court and the defendant.

For the past year since finding out about

Larry Nassar and his, quote, questionable procedure,

I have felt disgusted, foolish, betrayed, and
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heartbroken.

Disgusted because Larry preyed upon young,

beautiful, talented, and helpless girls who were in

pain and sought healing. Larry used his position of

power to sexually abuse wherever and whenever

regardless of who was around. Disgusted because he

fooled me and every other survivor with his vile

acts. Disgusted because it took over 20 years and

over 150 victims before any actions were taken

against him.

This past year I have felt foolish because

I always wondered why he was touching my vagina when

I was seeing him for back pain, and now I know why.

Foolish because I was blinded by a competitive

personality to allow just about anything to happen to

me so I could be back on the playing field. Foolish

because I trusted him. Foolish because for years I

was proud to call him my doctor. Foolish because he

made me believe he was a friend.

BAILIFF: Judge.

MS. POVILAITIS: I grew up a Spartan,

thought highly of the institution, and was proud to

have had the opportunity to represent the green and

white on the softball field.

THE COURT: Can you stop there? I think
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we're down. Are we down?

(Discussion off the record at 4:08 p.m.)

THE COURT: Do you want to back up?

MS. POVILAITIS: I'll start at the

paragraph --

I grew up a Spartan, thought highly of the

institution, and was proud to have had the

opportunity to represent the green and white on the

softball field. That sense of pride is now tainted

due to Michigan State's lack of accountability

surrounding Larry Nassar.

As a student athlete I didn't get to choose

my doctors, they were provided to me by the

institution. I was referred to Larry Nassar by

Michigan State who scheduled my weekly appointments

with him for years at Jenison Fieldhouse. I felt

betrayed by Michigan State for denying any

responsibility and for leaving me to fend for myself

against this serial pedophile. I was not only

injured playing for this university, I was abused

under their watch.

I am heartbroken for all of us, the victims

and the families affected by Larry's actions. I am

heartbroken for Larry's own family and children. I

am heartbroken that it took this many victims for it
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to stop. And, lastly, I am heartbroken that this

could have ended 20 years ago if any entities like

Michigan State University, the USA Gymnastic

Association, and the USOC didn't cover up, enable,

and continue to feed us to Larry.

I agree now is the time for to us begin the

healing process. Unfortunately, we all have scars

that will remind us of him. However, all he'll have

are bars and never see the light of day because of

us.

Thank you again, Your Honor. Anonymous

victim number 186.

THE COURT: Thank you. I want victim

number 185 -- she was never foolish. Defendant was

foolish to think he could get away with this for so

long, these illegal acts, especially against strong

athletes. They found their voice and hers is one of

them. Thank you for me.

MS. POVILAITIS: Thank you, Your Honor.

The next statement, another statement I will read, on

behalf of anonymous victim number 185.

THE COURT: That was just 185.

MS. POVILAITIS: That was 186.

As one of Larry Nassar's last victims, I

would like to tell my daughter's story -- let me just
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back up a little bit. This is written from a mother

on behalf of her daughter, who is a minor, who is

victim 185.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MS. POVILAITIS: As one of Larry Nassar's

last victims, I would like to tell my daughter's

story and how what has been done to her has affected

our entire family.

My daughter is currently a 14 year old high

school freshman. She doesn't ever want to discuss

Larry, what he did to her, or his ongoing trials, but

I watch and I follow what is happening with him and

it pleases me to know he will never be released from

prison.

I have been watching the victim impact

statements and crying along with the brave young

women for telling their stories, and I applaud you,

Judge Aquilina, for allowing them to do so and for

making Larry listen to how he has changed their lives

forever.

What our friends and family see is a

typical family with a typical teenage girl, but

nothing about her is typical anymore. Larry saw to

that. My beautiful girl went from a bubbly social

butterfly to a sullen, quiet, scared girl that
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doesn't trust anyone. How could she be expected to

trust when someone she thought was the answer to

helping her turned out to be the person that hurt her

the most?

Our story starts out the same as all the

others, my daughter was a high level gymnast at

Twistars. She worked her butt off because she had

dreams of being a collegiate gymnast. When she

started having hip and back pain, John Geddert made

her see Larry. Being in the health care field, I had

taken her to several doctors at the hospital I work

at. Every time she was given doctor's instructions

to follow at practice, John would ignore them and

would tell her, only Larry could fix her.

Larry contacted me on Facebook to schedule

her first appointment. I thought, wow, how cool is

that? This amazing, world class doctor wants to

help. Since we lived about an hour from Michigan

State University I had to schedule appointments late

in the day to accommodate my daughter's school and

practice schedule and Larry's current patient load.

Larry was always assuring us it wasn't a problem and

that he often stays late at the office seeing

patients. He even offered to see her at his house if

we ever needed a weekend appointment. Again, I
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thought, wow, this man is incredible. He told her he

could and would fix her and wanted to see her three

times a week until she was better.

Our appointments sometimes lasted hours.

Yes, hours. And not just because we were sitting in

the waiting room. He tried everything; acupuncture,

steroid injections, and, of course, massage. He

always positioned himself so his back was to me and I

couldn't see my daughter. His eyes were always

closed when he was up close to her. In thinking this

was a bit creepy, I asked him once why that was. He

said it was so he could concentrate on feeling the

muscles release.

He would also talk about strange things

like sex, drugs, and rock and roll, and all of the

world class and Olympic athletes he had the privilege

of treating. He always name dropped and was clearly

never in compliance with HIPAA. He often told us

that he would tell gymnasts to stay away from sex and

drugs but that rock and roll was okay. I thought

good advice but not really appropriate conversation

during a medical appointment.

By this time nothing about Larry was

appropriate and nothing I had ever experienced with a

doctor. My daughter often left the appointments in
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tears, and when I asked her why, she always said that

nothing he was doing helped and she just wanted him

to stop. When I asked her what she wanted him to

stop, she always said, everything.

After about four months of treatments with

no progress we did stop seeing Larry. My daughter

decided to quit the sport she was obsessed with for

most of her life and concentrate on other things.

After she made this decision I started noticing

strange behavior from her. She started spending all

of her time in her room, sleeping with the lights on,

and suddenly bursting into tears for no reason. She

spent less and less time with her friends and more

time sleeping.

I took her to a therapist and she said my

daughter had experienced a lot of life changing

events and she needed time to adjust to her new life.

She also said her body and hormones were kicking in

and that most likely had something to do with her

behavior. A great explanation and I believed it, for

a while, until this story broke about Larry.

My husband and I sat our daughter down to

discuss what had happened with Larry and if he had

ever done anything like that to her. That's when the

floodgates of tears opened and she told us it
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happened at every appointment. Every appointment.

Needless to say, we were shocked, angry, hurt,

disappointed, and every other emotion you could

experience. We wanted him to pay the ultimate price

for hurting our baby.

My daughter needs to find peace with what

he has done, and I wish so badly that she would watch

these impact statements so she would know she's not

alone, but she won't. She thinks she can bury this

experience deep down and pretend nothing happened,

but I know she can't. She refuses counseling,

refuses to see male doctors, refuses to let anyone

get close to her except one friend, and she rarely

socializes with school friends. Most parents would

say that's great, but I see it as a sign of deep

depression and I'm scared her world is going to come

crashing down one day and that she won't be able to

pick up the pieces. I'm scared she will never find

and trust a man to spend the rest of her life with

because she doesn't want to let anyone in, and the

only man she trusts is her dad.

There are so many people responsible for

his actions, so many that were concerned with

reputation and medals and they ignored their

responsibility as humans to protect the lives of the

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 643 of 704



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT
313 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, MI 48933

212

innocent young girls we entrusted them to.

Under normal circumstances people are not

investigated as many times as Larry was and accused

as many times as Larry was without someone saying,

hm, maybe this guy isn't what he portrays. Maybe

these girls should be taken seriously and we should

put an end to his employment.

If any one of those so-called in-the-dark

administrators had really looked into the

allegations, my daughter and so many others would not

have sought treatment from Larry. When I Googled his

name and found every one article -- pardon me, when I

Googled his name and had found even one article about

his alleged abuse, I never would have taken my

daughter to him, but none of that happened. My

daughter should not have been a victim. They could

have stopped him years ago and neglected to do so.

They never enforced their own policies to protect

themselves from further allegations or to protect him

from preying on more victims. They just let him keep

doing what he was doing.

For this, I feel all responsible need to

pay, and not just financially. They need to pay with

their careers and they need to spend time in prison.

Judge Aquilina, please sentence Nassar to
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125 years with no possibility of parole. Thank you

for your compassion and for allowing these ladies

their day in court.

Bill Schuette, please investigate further

and please find everyone who allowed this monster to

prey on our babies and make them pay for their

actions or inactions.

Larry, you had everything, a beautiful

family, a great career, people who looked up and

loved you. Why? Why wasn't that enough? Why did

you feel it necessary to destroy so many young girls?

Why do you refuse to accept full responsibility for

what you did? You say you want the healing to begin,

yet you make comments and write letters to try to

protect yourself from detrimental emotional abuse.

Really? If I could, I would inflict more of that

emotional abuse on you, and my hope is once you are

in prison many will inflict upon you what you deemed

medically necessary to do to so many young little

girls.

And, finally, to all of the brave young

women, you are heroes. You are making a difference

in not only your own lives but to so many others.

You are demanding change and you are demanding to be

heard. I have been so inspired by your strength and
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determination to not let this monster destroy another

life. Thank you for your bravery and for your

courage. Signed, victim number 185.

THE COURT: Thank you. That mother made a

difference as well. She's brave as well. I'm hoping

that at some point her daughter hears her words and

the words of the sister survivors and knows that

she's not alone. I hate to see her in that dark

place. I'm sure she's in counseling. I'm hoping

that she'll watch, but she has to be ready to watch,

and she has time, but I'm hoping that mother is

comforted that she has made a difference today by

speaking out. Thank her.

MS. POVILAITIS: We will. Thank you.

Judge, we have two more statements, if the

court is so inclined, that will also be read into the

record. They are anonymous. Obviously they know

their numbers will be referenced, and Ms. Liddell

will be reading those two statements.

THE COURT: Okay. Slowly.

MS. LIDDELL: I will, Your Honor. I can

read this one first.

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. LIDDELL: This is victim 73.

To whom it may concern, my daughter is a
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victim of what we used to consider our friend, Doctor

Larry. We now consider him the monster that stole my

daughter's innocence, trust, happiness, and zest for

life.

A little background on my daughter is that

she wishes to remain anonymous. She was one of the

greats in gymnastics. I'm not bragging, just stating

a fact. She was watched for upcoming Olympics, a

dream of hers, since she was old enough to understand

what the Olympics were. She could have written

herself a ticket into any college program.

As a family we made multiple sacrifices to

help her. We spent over $30,000 a year on training,

travel, and doctor visits. We traveled to Houston to

the ranch many times because she was noticed by a

world-renowned coach at a gymnastics meet. We

commuted to the best gym in Michigan for her to train

30 plus hours a week.

At ten years old her first injury occurred.

We considered ourselves lucky to have access to the

best of the best doctors in the gymnastics world.

Not only would this man text and call her, he also

communicated with her on social media. He would see

her at his home, his office, and at her gym whenever

she needed him. He would bring her small gifts. We
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thought he cared for her and wanted to help her.

What we now know was all he cared about was

himself and his sick obsession with children. This

monster hurt my baby. He assaulted her hundreds of

times over a four year period. She had no idea what

he was doing was wrong so she didn't tell anyone.

She suffered in silence keeping his secret.

We as a family are now dealing with the

aftermath of Larry. My daughter doesn't sleep. She

has anxiety attacks, some of which have me rushing

home from work worried about what she may do to

herself. She needs me with her to travel for her new

sport because she can't calm herself down without me

if an anxiety attack happens or if she has a

nightmare. She thinks she sees Larry every place we

go causing terror. She must force herself out of bed

in the morning. She does not feel comfortable around

her own grandfather, father, and brother because she

once trusted Larry not to hurt her and he did so why

wouldn't any other man trusted hurt her?

She now sees a therapist and must take

medication daily to control her anxiety and

depression. We as a family are trying to work our

way through her new normal hoping and praying our

full of life, carefree girl comes back to us.
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I am working with my employer trying to

make them understand why I must miss so much work.

We will support her and do whatever it takes to help

bring her back. We must try and explain the

unexplainable; how a system that was supposed to

protect her failed her. How a man that she should

have been able to put her full and complete trust in

failed her. It is incomprehensible.

It is for the above reasons that I request

this court to give this man his full punishment.

This child is my baby. She is a young woman that has

the potential for greatness. I beg of this court to

give Larry Nassar the full extent of time in jail you

hold in your power so he never knows another day of

freedom just as just as my daughter will never know

another day. And, just for clarification, this is

the mother of victim 73.

THE COURT: I understood that as you read

it.

I want her to know that her daughter still

holds greatness and her daughter needs to realize

that. I think at some point when her daughter is

ready to listen to all these statements at her tender

age, hopefully these will help her as well, because

she stands with those sister survivors as does her
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mother. I want her mother to know that I have heard

her and will consider her at sentencing. Next.

MS. LIDDELL: This is victim 165 who also

wishes to remain anonymous.

Good afternoon. I have asked someone to

speak on my behalf as the mother of victim 165. My

daughter is probably the most recent victim of Mr.

Nassar. Let me start at the beginning of our story

with Mr. Nassar

My daughter starting seeing Mr. Nassar at

the age of 10 as a gymnast at a local gymnastics

club. As you know, gymnastics is a brutal sport that

is very hard on the bodies as they are pushed beyond

the limit; for my daughter, especially, who was

injury-ridden most of the last four years.

Mr. Nassar was the one that we all believed

could help her in the sport she loved. What none of

us realized is that, as I'm sure we have said

numerous times that he was personally responsible for

keeping her in the sport she loved, but what we

didn't realize at that time is that it would come at

a horrible cost. Her innocence, her childhood, her

spirit, and her confidence in everything she has

believed in has been broken. Broken by her doctor,

the man she admired and the man she trusted. The
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four plus years ridden with so many injuries caused

by many visits to Mr. Nassar, in those years a

friendship with Mr. Nassar formed. My husband and I

donated to his Flip For Autism Foundation, his run

for Holt School Board, and adopting his kids at

Christmas and organizing dinners for the Nassar

family when the charges first came out.

In 2013 this friend, this monster took our

beautiful, sweet, and confident daughter's innocence

when he began to molest her when she saw him for

several hamstring injuries, then pulled ligaments in

her lower back. I question myself daily, how could

this have happened right in front of us? How could

anyone not blame themselves for failing to protect

their daughter? I do. I failed her. I failed

because my daughter was never told she couldn't trust

her doctor. She believed this man she trusted and

all that he did for her.

I cannot even tell you how many times I

drilled into her head what was appropriate behavior

and what wasn't. What is proper and improper. But,

you see, we never teach our children to not trust

their doctors, their teachers, their pastors, or

first responders. She trusted him even though he

never explained what he was going to do. He never
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once asked for permission from her or us. He never

had us sign a consent form. He never had a nurse in

the room, and he never put on gloves.

Had Mr. Nassar explained he was going to

insert his ungloved fingers into my daughter's

vagina, I know I would have said no. We were not

given the opportunity to review. This serial child

molester did it anyways. This monster destroyed my

daughter's trust.

She cried on the floor of her shower for

months before she couldn't take it any more and told

us. She could not believe that he molested her. She

held this in for so long because she knew if she told

us, what we would think of her were bad -- I'm sorry,

she held this in for so long because she knew if she

told us that we would think we were bad parents.

Well, you can imagine. I blame myself. It

has destroyed me and has taken away all trust. I cry

uncontrollably throughout the day often. I panic

when she is taken in for any medical procedure. The

dentist cannot even be trusted. My entire trust in

everyone has been destroyed by this monster. This

abuse has broken her. She is no longer this

outgoing, competent little girl. She is quiet,

reserved, judgmental, and scared. She questions
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every task or decision she makes. She is not the

child she was four years ago. Unfortunately, she

will never be.

Mr. Nassar, you sit there and hold your

head down while these victims and their families tell

their story. You cannot even look anyone in the eye,

yet you say you are praying for healing? How is it

possible for anyone to heal after what you did to

them? You can't even apologize for your actions.

Mr. Nassar, you aren't only just a monster,

you are the demon and the spawn of Satan. You are no

Catholic or God-fearing man. I hope that you never

see the light of day. I hope that you sit in your

cell and replay everything that was said these last

four days over and over. I hope you realize that you

have destroyed little girls, women, and families for

your own sick gratification.

Your Honor, I ask that you take into

consideration all of the victims' statements before

you this week and all the silent ones for the victims

that have yet to gain the strength and a voice to

speak up. There are thousands, and I am sure of it.

Please give this monster the maximum sentence of 125

years and ensure that he will never be able to walk

out of prison alive.
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Thank you for your time.

THE COURT: I want to thank the mother of

victim 165. She has a strong voice on behalf of her

daughter and they stand together, the sister

survivors. She didn't do anything wrong and she and

the other parents really need to realize, and I've

said this before, I'll keep saying it, we all teach

our children -- responsible parents teach children

about good touches and bad touches. We now have to

add to that because of this case. We need to add,

question everything even if you think you have a good

doctor, a good lawyer, a good police officer,

question, question, question. It's a really sad

thing that we have to do, but this serial child

molester has made it that way, so it's a good lesson

for all of us.

She's doing the responsible thing by

speaking out on behalf of her child, and I'm hoping

her child at some point can listen to all of these

and find some comfort with her sister survivor

warriors. The army gets bigger and stronger. Thank

her.

We stand in recess. We need to get

defendant back to the jail and we will return

tomorrow. I have two minor matters -- not minor,
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technically, but they won't take very long at 8:30 so

tomorrow I'll probably be in another courtroom

handling somebody else's matters that I need to

address that are important and time sensitive so we

will proceed tomorrow morning in my courtroom on this

case at 9:15, and we'll go all day. Thank you.

That's all for today's record.

(Whereupon hearing adjourned at 4:33 p.m.)

* * *
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STATE OF MICHIGAN )
) SS

COUNTY OF EATON )

I, GENEVIEVE A. HAMLIN, Certified Shorthand

Reporter, do hereby certify that the foregoing was

taken before me at the time and place hereinbefore

set forth.

I FURTHER CERTIFY THAT said witness was

duly sworn in said cause; that the testimony then

given was reported by me stenographically;

subsequently with computer-aided transcription,

produced under my direction and supervision; and that

the foregoing is a true and correct transcript of my

original shorthand notes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

hand and seal this 7th day of February, 2018.

_____________________________
Genevieve A. Hamlin
CSR-3218
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CT Corporation 

TO: Mark McCreary 
USA Gymnastics 
130 E WASHINGTON ST STE 700 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46204-4621 

Service of Process 
Transmittal 
03/07/2019 

CT Log Number 535056049 

RE: Process Served in Indiana 

FOR: USA Gymnastics, Inc. (Assumed Name) (Domestic State: TX) 
USA Gymnastics (True Name) 

ENCLOSED ARE COPIES OF LEGAL PROCESS RECEIVED BY THE STATUTORY AGENT OF THE ABOVE COMPANY AS FOLLOWS: 

TITLE OF ACTION: 

DOCUMENT(S) SERVED: 

COURT/AGENCY: 

NATURE OF ACTION: 

ON WHOM PROCESS WAS SERVED: 

DATE AND HOUR OP SERVICE: 

JURISDICTION SERVED: 

APPEARANCE OR ANSWER DUE: 

ATTORNEY(S) I SENDER(S>: 

ACTION ITEMS: 

JOHN DOE, etc. and as a parent of JANE DOE, and JANE DOE, Pltfs. vs. USA 
GYMNASTICS, INC., Dft. 

Notice(s), Certificate(s), Complaint, Requests(s) 

Marion County Superior Court, IN 
Case # 49D071903CT008601 

Personal Injury - 24/08/2015 

C T Corporation System, Indianapolis, IN 

By Certified AAall on 03/07/2019 postmarked on 03/05/2019 

Indiana 

Within twenty 23 days, commencing the day after you receive this Summons 

Sarah Graziano 
HENSLEY LEGAL GROUP, PC 
117 E. Washington Street, Suite 200 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
317-472-3333 

SOP Papers with Transmittal, via UPS Next Day Air , 12X212780106115314 

SIGNED: 

ADDRESS: 

TELEPHONE: 

C T Corporation System 
150 West AAarket Street 
Suite 800 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
312-345-4336 

Page 1 of 1 / MG 

information displayed on this transmittal is for CT 

Corporation's record keeping purposes only and is provided to 

the recipient for quick reference. This information does not 
constitute a legal opinion as to the nature of action, the 

amount of damages, the answer date, or any information 

contained in the documents themselves. Recipient is 
responsible for interpreting said documents and for taking 

appropriate action. Signatures on certified mail receipts 
confirm receipt of package only, not contents. 
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49D07-1903-CT-OOB601 

Marion Superior Court, Civil Division 7 

Filed: 3n/2019 5:35 F 
Cle 

Marion County, India 

STATE OF INDIANA ) 

)SS: 

COUNTY OF MARION) 

IN THE MARION COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT 

CAUSE NO: 

JOHN DOE, individually, 

and as a parent of JANE DOE, 

and JANE DOE, 

Plaintiffs, 

vs. 

USA GYMNASTICS, INC., 

Defendant. 

TO DEFENDANT: USA Gymnastics, Inc. 
c/o Registered Agent: CT Corporation System 
150 West Market St, Suite 800 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

You are hereby notified that you have been sued by the person named as 
Plaintiff and in the Court indicated above. 

The nature of the suit against you is stated in the Complaint which is 
attached to this Summons. It also states the relief sought or the demand 
made against you by the Plaintiff. 

An answer or other appropriate response in writing to the Complaint 
must be filed either by you or your attorney within twenty (20) days, 
commencing the day after you receive this Summons, (or twenty-three (23) days 
if this Summons was received by mail), or a judgment by default may be 
rendered against you for the relief demanded by Plaintiff. 

If you have a claim for relief against the Plaintiff arising from the 
same transaction or occurrence/ you must assert it inyour answer. 

.K CLERK 

oJ(Seal) 

, Marion County Superior Ck)ufi 

SEAL 
(The following manner of service of summons is hereby designated) 

X Service on agent. (Specify) 

Sarah Gniziano ,fl21650-49 

AKorncy for Pialnlirr 

117 E Washlnglon Si, Suite 200 

Intlianapolis, IN. 46204 

(3l7)472-3333 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I hereby certify that on the day of March, 2019, I mailed a copy of 

the Complaint to the Defendant, USA Gymnastics, Inc. c/o Registered Agent: CT 

Corporation System by certified mail, requesting a return receipt, at the 

address furnished by the Plaintiff. 

Dated: March 5, 2019 

^^...Sara^Grazia^ 

By: Sarah Graziano 

RETURN ON SERVICE OF SUMMONS BY MAIL 

I hereby certify that the attached return receipt was received by me 

showing that the Summons and a copy of the Complaint mailed to Defendant 

was accepted by the Defendant on the day of , 20 . 

I hereby certify that the attached return receipt was received by me 

showing that the Summons and a copy of the Complaint was not accepted on the 

day of , 20 . 

I hereby certify that the attached return receipt was received by me 

showing that.the Summons and a copy of the Complaint mailed to Defendant, 

was accepted by on behalf of 

said Defendant on the day of , 20 . 

CLERK, Marion County Superior Court 

By: 
Deputy 
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49D07-1903-CT-008601 3/1/2019 5:3S F 
Cle 

Marion Superior Court, Civil Division 7 Marion County, India 

I 

STATE OF INDIANA ) IN THE MARION COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT 

)SS: 

COUNTY OF MARION ) CAUSE NO: 

JOHN DOE, individually, ) 

and as a parent of JANE DOE, ) 

and JANE DOE, ) 

) 

Plaintiffs, ) 

) 
vs. ) 

) 

USA GYMNASTICS, INC., ) 

) 
Defendant. ) 

COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES 

Come now the Plaintiffs, John Doe, individually, and on behalf as parent and custodian 

of Jane Doe, and JANE DOE (collectively, "Plaintiffs"), and for their Complaint for Damages 

against the Defendant, USA Gymnastics, Inc., ("USA Gymnastics") allege and assert the 

following: 

Factual Background 

1. Jane Doe was a resident of Marion County, State of Indiana from 2012-2015, and 

is now a resident of Warren County, Ohio. 

2. At all times relevant to this matter, John Doe, was a resident of Warren County, 

Ohio; the biological father of Jane Doe. 

3. At all times relevant to this matter, USA Gymnastics was a nonprofit corporation 

with a principle place of business at 130 E. Washington Street, Suite 700, Indianapolis, Indiana 

46204. 
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4. At all times relevant to this matter, Jane Doe was coached gymnastics out of a 

facility known as Sharp's Gymnastics Academy by and through his affiliation with USA 

Gymnastics, located at 8070'Georgetown Road, Indianapolis, IN 46268. 

5. At all times relevant herein, Jane Doe's coach at Sharp's Gymnastics was acting 

in the course and scope of his relationship, employment, agency, contract, and/or affiliation with 

USA Gymnastics. 

6. USA Gymnastics is vicariously liable and responsible for the acts of negligence., 

and damages caused by its coaches, employees, agents, contractor, or affiliated representatives 

during the course and scope of their respective relationship, affiliation, employment, agency or 

contract with USA Gymnastics. 

7. Jane Doe, while a minor, was coached by an employee, agent, contractor, or 

individual otherwise affiliated with USA Gymnastics out of the facility known as Shaip's 

Gymnastics Academy during the calendar years 2012 through most of the year 2015. 

8. Jane Doe was eleven (11) years old when the USA gymnastics' affiliated coach 

worked with Jane Doe during the calendar years 2012 through August 2015 when said coach was 

arrested for inappropriate conduct with minors. 

9. The USA Gymnastics' affiliated coach assaulted, battered and molested, Jane 

Doe, a minor at the time, during the period of time that said individual coached Jane Doe. 

10. The USA Gymnastics' affiliated coach took pornographic pictures and/or other 

disturbing and inappropriate digital images of Jane Doe, a minor at the time, during the period of 

time that said coach coached the then minor, Jane Doe. 

2 
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11. On or about August 24, 2015, the USA gymnastics affiliated coach was arrested 

and charged with multiple accounts of child molestation and sexual misconduct with a minor and 

state and federal agencies pursued said coach on multiple victims' behalves. 

COUNT I 

Assault and Batterv of Jane Doe, a then minor 

12. The Plaintiffs incorporate paragraphs one (1) through eleven (11) of their 

Complaint for Damages, above, into Count I as if fully stated herein. 

13. During the period of time of 2012 up to and including August 2015, The USA 

Gymnastics' affiliated coach assaulted and battered, Jane Doe, a then minor, without the consent 

of Jane Doe, a then minor. 

14. As a direct and proximate result of the assault and battery of Jane Doe, a then 

minor, by the USA Gymnastics' affiliated coach, Jane Doe, a minor, has been severely and 

permanently harmed and sustained related losses and other damages. 

15. As a direct and proximate result of the assault and battery of Jane Doe, a minor, 

by the USA Gymnastics' affiliated coach, and her damages arising therefrom, John Doe has been 

damaged emotionally and financially and sustained related damages. 

16. USA Gymnastics is vicariously liable and responsible for the acts and damages 

caused by its coaches, employee and/or agent and/or contractor during the course and scope of 

their respective relationship, affiliation, employment, agency or contract with USA Gymnastics. 

17. Despite direct or indirect knowledge of the ongoing assault, battery, and/or 

inappropriate conduct by USA Gymnastics' affiliated coach of Jane Doe, as well as other minor 

athletes, USA Gymnastics failed to investigate the abuse or and inappropriate conduct of minor 

athletes by USA Gymnastics' affiliated coaches. 

3 
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18. Despite direct or indirect knowledge of the ongoing assault, battery, and/or 

inappropriate conduct by USA Gymnastics' affiliated coach of Jane Doe, as well as other minor 

athletes, USA Gymnastics failed to deter and obviate the abuse and inappropriate conduct or 

minor athletes by USA Gymnastics' affiliated coaches. 

19. USA Gymnastics acts and/or omissions were done negligently as well as with 

reckless disregard for the safety and wellbeing of the minor athletes including Jane Doe. 

20. As a direct and proximate result of the negligent acts and/or omissions of USA,. 

Gymnastics, the Plaintiffs have been harmed, suffered losses and other related damages. 

21. As a direct and proximate results of he acts and/or omissions of USA Gymnastics 

that were done with reckless disregard for the safety and well-being of the minor athletes 

including Jane Doe, the Plaintiffs are entitled to punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, based upon the foregoing, the Plaintiffs, John Doe, individually, and on 

behalf as parent and custodian of Jane Doe, and Jane Doe, pray that the Court grant judgment 

against USA Gymnastics, Inc., in an amount commensurate with their harms, sustained losses 

and related damages, for punitive damages, for pre and post judgment interest, the costs of this ' 

action, and for all other relief just and proper in the premises. 

HENSLEY LEGAL GROUP, PC 

117 E. Washington Street, Suite 200 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

(317) 472-3333 Phone 

(317) 472-3340 Facsimile 

sgra2ian0@henslevlegal.com 

Attorney for Plaintiffs 

4 
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COUNT II 

Pornographic Ima2es of Jane Doe, a then minor 
V 

22. The Plaintiffs incorporate paragraphs one (1) through twenty-one (21) of their 

Complaint for Damages, above, into Count II as if fully stated herein. 

23. During the period of time of 2012 up to and including August 2015, a USA 

Gymnastics' affiliated coach secured or captured from Jane Doe, a minor, disturbing and/or 

pornographic images depicting Jane Doe, a then minor, without the consent of Jane Doe. 

24. As a direct and proximate result of the USA Gymnastics' affiliated coach 

securement of disturbing and/or pornographic images from Jane Doe a then minor, Jane Doe has 

been harmed, sustained losses and has otherwise been permanently damaged. 

25. As a direct and proximate result of securement of disturbing and/or pomographic 

images from Jane Doe by a USA Gymnastics' affiliated coach, John Doe has been damaged 

emotionally and financially and sustained related losses. 

26. USA Gymnastics is vicariously liable and responsible for the acts and damages. 

caused by its coaches, employee and/or agent and/or contractor during the course and scope of 

their respective relationship, affiliation, employment, agency or contract with USA Gymnastics. 

27. Despite direct or indirect knowledge of the ongoing securement of disturbing 

and/or pomographic images of Jane Doe, a then minor, as well as other minor athletes by a USA 

Gymnastic affiliated coach, USA Gymnastics failed to investigate the inappropriate and illegal 

conduct of USA Gymnastic coaches with both negligence and reckless disregard of the 

wellbeing of the minor athletes including Jane Doe. 
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28. As a direct and proximate result of the negligent acts and/or omissions of USA 

Gymnastics, Inc., the Plaintiffs have been harmed, suffered losses and other related damages. 

29. As a direct and proximate results of he acts and/or omissions of USA Gymnastics 

that were done with reckless disregard for the safety and well-being of the minor athletes 

including Jane Doe, the Plaintiffs are entitled to punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, based upon the foregoing, the Plaintiffs, John Doe, individually, and on 

behalf as parent and custodian of Jane Doe, and Jane Doe, pray that the Court grant judgment 

against USA Gymnastics, Inc., in an amount commensurate with their harms, sustained losses 

and related damages, for pre and post judgement interest, for punitive damages, for the costs of 

this action, and for all other relief just and proper in the premises. 

HENSLEY LEGAL GROUP, PC 

117 E. Washington Street, Suite 200 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

(317) 472-3333 Phone 

(317) 472-3340 Facsimile 

sgraziano@henslevlegal .com 

COUNT III 

Intentional and NegliEcnt Infliction of Emotional Distress 

30. The Plaintiffs incorporate paragraphs, one (1) through twenty nine (29) of their 

Complaint for Damages, above, into Count III as if fully stated herein. 

31. As a direct and proximate result of USA Gymnastics' affiliated coach negligent 

and/or intentional assault and battery of Jane Doe, and said coach's negligent or intentional 
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securement of disturbing and/or pornographic images of Jane Doe, the Plaintiffs have endured 

severe emotional trauma and distress and therefore have been harmed, sustained losses and have 

otherwise been damaged. 

32. USA Gymnastics is vicariously liable and responsible for the acts and damages 

caused by its coaches, employee and/or agent and/or contractor during the course and scope of 

their respective relationship, affiliation, employment, agency or contract with USA Gymnastics, 

33, As a direct and proximate result of USA Gymnastics acts and/or omissions 

alleged herein, the Plaintiffs have endured severe emotional trauma and distress and therefore 

have been harmed, sustained losses and have otherwise been damaged. 

WHEREFORE, based upon the foregoing, the Plaintiffs, John Doe, individually, and on 

behalf as parent and custodian of Jane Doe, and Jane Doe, pray that the Court grant judgment 

against USA Gymnastics, Inc., in an amount commensurate with their harms, sustained losses 

and related damages, for pre and post Judgment interest, for punitive damages, for the costs of 

this action, and for all other relief Just and proper in the premises. 

HENSLEY LEGAL GROUP, PC 

117 E. Washington Street, Suite 200 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

(317) 472-3333 Phone 

(317) 472-3340 Facsimile 

sgrazian6@henslevlegal.com 

Inc. 

Sarah Graziano, # 21650-49"^-^ ^ 

Attorney for Plaintiffs 
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COUNT IV 

Loss of Services of Jane Doe, a minor 

34. The Plaintiffs incorporate paragraphs one (1) through thirty-three (33) of their 

Complaint for Damages, above, into Count IV as if fully stated herein. 

35. As a direct and proximate result of the harms, sustained losses and related 

damages of the Plaintiff, Jane Doe, a then minor, as alleged herein, the Plaintiff, John Doe, has 

lost and will continue to suffer the loss of the services, kindness, attention and love of Jane Doe, 

and thus has been damaged. 

WHEREFORE, based upon the foregoing, the Plaintiffs, John Doe, individually, and on 

behalf as parent and custodian of Jane Doe, pray that the Court grant judgment against USA 

Gymnastics, Inc., in an amount commensurate with their harms, sustained losses and related 

damages, for pre and post judgment interest, for punitive damages, for the costs of this action, * 

and for all other relief just and proper in the premises. 

HENSLEY LEGAL GROUP, PC 

117 E. Washington Street, Suite 200 • 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

(317) 472-3333 Phone 

(317) 472-3340 Facsimile 

suraziano@hensIevlegal .com 

Sarah Graziano, # 21650-49 

Attorney for Plaintiffs 

8 

Case 19-50012    Doc 134-5    Filed 04/19/19    EOD 04/19/19 17:52:01    Pg 703 of 704



REQUEST FOR TRIAL BY JURY 

Come now the Plaintiffs, John Doe, individually, and on behalf as parent and custodian 

of Jane Doe, and Jane Doe, by counsel, file herein their request for trial by jury for the above 

HENSLEY LEGAL GROUP, PC 

117 E. Washington Street, Suite 200 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

(317) 472-3333 Phone 

(317) 472-3340 Facsimile 

sgraziano@henslevlegal.com 

action. Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Graziano, # 2I^0-'49 7^ 

Attorney for Plaintiffs 
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	UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
	1. On June 30, 2017, Plaintiffs JANE PCNE DOE and JOHN PCNM DOE (“Plaintiffs”) filed a Complaint in the Superior Court of the State of California for the County of Los Angeles against USOC, USA Gymnastics (“USAG”), and unnamed Doe Defendants.  A true ...
	2. Plaintiffs purportedly served USOC on April 16, 2018 via personal service.  However, the service was defective because Plaintiffs did not serve the Civil Case Cover Sheet Addendum as required by local rules.  See Los Angeles Superior Court Local Ru...
	3. Plaintiffs allege that USOC is liable under Federal and California law for harms caused by Dr. Larry Nassar, who has been convicted for sexually molesting minors while he was serving as a doctor for USAG.  Plaintiffs specifically allege that USOC i...
	4. USOC removes this action under 36 U.S.C. § 220505(b)(9).  As set forth more fully below, the Complaint’s allegations against USOC relate solely to USOC’s responsibilities under the ASA.

	I. THIS CASE IS REMOVABLE UNDER THE TED STEVENS AMATEUR SPORTS ACT.
	5. The USOC is a federally chartered organization that operates pursuant to the ASA.  See San Francisco Arts & Athletics, Inc. v. USOC, 483 U.S. 522, 543 (1987).  Pursuant to the ASA, USOC may unilaterally remove to federal court any civil action rela...
	6. Here, Plaintiffs’ claims against USOC all stem from USOC’s purported failure to satisfy its responsibilities to protect Plaintiffs’ daughter while she was participating in Olympic events.  USOC’s responsibilities with respect to athletes and medica...

	II. ALL PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS OF REMOVAL ARE SATISFIED.
	7. This Notice of Removal is timely filed under 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b)(2) and (3); it is filed within thirty (30) days of service of the Complaint on USOC, which occurred on April 16, 2018.  Murphy Bros., Inc. v. Michetti Pipe Stringing, Inc., 526 U.S. 3...
	8. A true and correct copy of the process, pleadings, orders, and other documents filed or served on USOC in the underlying action are attached as Exhibit 1 (Complaint), Exhibit 2 (Summons), Exhibit 3 (Notice of Order Assigning Coordination Motion), E...
	9. Written notice of the filing of this Notice of Removal shall be promptly served on all parties herein, and a copy of this Notice shall promptly be filed with the clerk in the state court action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(d).
	10. Removal under the ASA does not require all defendants to consent to join in the removal.  See 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b)(2)(A) (requirement for all defendants to join applies only “[w]hen a civil action is removed solely under section 1441); see also Dur...
	11. Nevertheless, Counsel for USOC has reached out to USAG to inquire whether USAG consents to removal and was informed that USAG has not taken a position on this issue.  USOC will notify the Court when it has additional information.  Defendants DOES ...
	12. USOC reserves all defenses, including but not limited to those under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 12(b), and does not waive said defenses by the filing of this Notice.
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	CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND
	INTRODUCTION
	JURISDICTION AND VENUE
	PARTIES
	9. Plaintiff Ms. Frederick is a former elite gymnast who is a resident and citizen of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
	10. Perpetrator Richard Carlson is a former elite level gymnastics coach, who upon information and belief, resides and is a citizen of New York.
	11. Upon information and belief, Defendant Muriel Grossfeld, at all times mentioned herein, was and is a resident and citizen of Connecticut
	12. Upon information and belief, Defendant George Ward, at all times mentioned herein, was and is a resident and citizen of Connecticut.
	13. Defendant USOC, at all times mentioned herein, was and is a federally-chartered nonprofit corporation, having its principal place of business in the State of Colorado and is headquartered in Colorado Springs, Colorado.
	14. Defendant USAG, at all times mentioned herein, was and is a business entity of form unknown, having its principal place of business in the State of Indiana.
	SUBSTANTIVE ALLEGATIONS
	USOC AND USAG’S OBLIGATION TO PROTECT YOUNG ATHLETES
	15. The USOC is a federally-chartered nonprofit corporation, which was reorganized by the Ted Stevens Amateur Sports Act, 36 U.S.C. §§220501, et seq. (“Ted Stevens Act”), originally enacted in 1978.  As described on its website, “[t]he USOC has two pr...
	16. The USOC is the governing body for all American Olympic teams.  Under the Ted Stevens Act, Defendant USOC has a mandatory obligation to ensure that before granting National Governing Bodies (“NGB”), including USAG, a sanction to host national or i...
	17. USAG is the National Governing Body for gymnastics in the United States, as designated and permitted by Defendant USOC under the Ted Stevens Act, and selects and trains the United States gymnastics teams for the Olympics and World Championships, p...
	18. The USAG directly certifies and trains coaches for a fee, in part through USA Gymnastics University, an online training platform through which USAG provides courses, course material, and video training.
	19. The USAG collects a fee from gymnasts to be a USAG member and to compete in USAG-sanctioned competitions.
	20. The USAG sanctions gyms where gymnasts practice and compete.  For a fee and proposed compliance with just five USAG policies, a gym can become certified to train under the USAG banner.
	21. The USAG sponsors competitions in which members and gyms pay a fee to compete.  These competitions take place throughout the country, and gymnasts of a variety of ages and skill levels compete.  USAG was the primary entity owning, operating and co...
	USOC AND USAG’S FAILURE TO PROTECT YOUNG ATHLETES AND THE PASSAGE OF THE SAFE SPORT ACT
	Requirements of Rule 23(b)(2)
	Requirements of Rule 23(b)(3)
	Requirements of Rule 23(c)(4)
	PLAINTIFF FREDERICK’S ALLEGATIONS IN SUPPORT OF HER
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